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1.  My  narrative  commences  with  the  second  consulship  of 
Servins  Galba,  in  which  Titus  Vinius  was  his  colleague.  For 
of  the  antecedent  period  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty  yeara 
from  the  foundation  of  Kome,  the  history  has  been  com- 
posed by  various  authors;  who,  as  long  as  they  had  bef<M:e 
them  the  transactions  of  the  Iloman  people,  wrote  with  as 
much  eloquence  as  freedom.  After  the  battle  of  Actium/ 
when,  to  close  the  scene  of  civil  distraction,  all  power  was 
centred  in  a  single  ruler,  those  noble  examples  of  the  his- 
toric character  quitted  the  field.  Truth  was  then  violated  ~ 
in  various  ways ;  first  from  indifierence  and  ignorance  of 
public  afiairs,  the  administration  of  which  had  now  passed 
into  other  hands;  soon  after,  from  an  extravagant  propensity 
to  flattery,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  from  detestation  of  those 
who  held  the  sovereign  power.  Between  both  parties,  one 
cringing,  the  other  burning  with  resentment,  the  care  of 
posterity  was  lost  sight  of.  There  is,  however,  this  difference : 
men  are  naturally  disgusted  with  the  time-serving  historian ; 
while  spleen  and  calumny  are  received  with  a  greedy  ear : 
for  flatteiT  labours  under  the  odious  charge  of  servility,  while 
mabgmty  wears  the  imposing  appearance  of  independence. 
Galba,  ~Otho,  and  Vitellius,  were  neither  known  to  me  by 
&vours  nor  injuries.  I  will  not  deny  that  my  own  elevation, 
begun  by  Vespasian,*  was  advanced  by  Titus,  and  carried  to 

^  The  batUe  of  Actiuxu  was  in  the  year  of  Rome  723 ;  from  that 
time  the  reignu  of  Augustus  and  the  succeeding  emperors  form  a 
^iod  of  98  years  to  the  end  of  Nero,  who  died  A.U.C.  821.  (a.d.  68.) 

*  Tacitus  was  probably  raised  to  the  office  of  qucestor  by  Vespasian, 
and  perhaps  to  the  senatorian  rank.  Under  Titus  he  advanced,  in 
ttie  regular  gradation  of  the  magistracy,  to  the  functions  either  of 
tribune  or  sedile ;  and  in  the  time  of  Domitian  he  was  one  of  the  quin* 
deoemviral  college,  as  weU  as  praetor.    See  Annals,  zi«  11* 
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a  still  greater  extent  by  Dotnitiau :  but  the  historian  who 
enters  on  his  office  with  a  profession  of  inviolable  integrity, 
must  not  allow  himself  to  be  influenced  by  affection  or  anti- 
pathy in  delineating  any  character.  The  history ,  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  deified  Nerva,^  and  the  reign  of-  Trajan, 
eminently  rich  as  they  are  in  materials,  and  free  from 
danger,  I  have  reserved  for  the  evening  of  my  days,  if  my  life 
continues — ^times  when  men  wete  blessed  with  the  rare  privilege 
of  thinking  with  freedom,  and  uttering  what  they  thought. 

2.  The  period  now  before  me  is  fertile  in  vicissitudes, 
pregnant  with  sanguinary  encounters,  embroiled  with  intes- 
tine dissensions,  and,  even  in  the  intervals  of  peace,  deformed 
with  horrors :  four  princes  *  put  to  death ;  three  civil  wars;  * 
with  foreign  enemies  more ;  and,  in  some  conjimctures,  both 
at  once;  prosperity  in  the  East,  disasters  in  the  West;  Illyri- 
cum  convulsed;  both  the  Gauls  on  the  eve  of  revolt;  Britaia 
conquered,*  and,  in  the  moment  of  conquest,  lost  again ;  the 
Sarmatians  and  the  Suevians  rising  up  at  once  against  us; 
the  Dacians  renowned  for  defeats  given  and  sustained ;  and 
even  the  Parthians  well  nigh  induced  to  take  up  arms  by  the 
trick  of  a  pretended  Nero.*    Italy  afflicted  moreover  with 

^  It  is  evident  from  this  passage  that  Tacitus  published  his  History 
in  the  reign  of  Trajan,  since  Nerva  is  called  the  deified  Nerva,  and  the 
apotheosis  of  the  emperors  was  always  affcer  their  death.  Nerva  began 
his  reign  A.U.C.  819,  and  died  in  the  year  851,  when  Trajan  succeeded 
by  adoption. 

^  The  History  included  the  whole  time  from  the  first  of  Galba  to  the 
assassination  of  Domitian:  the  four  princes  put  to  the  sword  were^ 
therefore,  Galba,  Otho,  Vitellius,  and  Domitian. 

^  The  three  civil  wars  were :  1.  Otho  and  Yitellius ;  2.  Yitellius  and 
Vespasian;  3.  Lucius  Antonius  and  Domitian,  a. D.  94.  The  account 
of  this  last  war  is  lost.  All  that  can  be  collected  at  present  is,  that 
Antonius,  who  commanded  the  legions  on  the  Upper  ]EUiine,  formed  a 
league  with  some  of  the  German  nations,  and  declared  war  against 
Domitian.  He  hazarded  a  battle  with  Lucius  MJaximus,  and  met  with 
a  total  overthrow.  He  was  slain  in  the  engagement.  (Suet.  Life  of 
Domitian,  s.  6.)  The  foreign  wars  that  distracted  the  empire,  during  the 
rage  of  civil  conmiotions,  were,  one  in  Judoa^  and  the  other  with 
Civilis,  the  Batavian  chief. 

*  Britain  was  finally  subdued  in  the  reign  of  Domitian.  See  the 
Life  of  Agricola. 

A  For  more  of  the  pretended  Nero,  see  below,  IL  8.  The  Parthians 
were  on  the  point  of  declaring  war  in  favour  of  another  impostor,  who 
took  thfi  name  of  Nero,  in  the  reign  of  Titus,  a.i>.  81,  and  afterwards  in 
^^e  reign  of  Domitian,  a.  d.  88. 
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ealazmtios,  nnheacd  oi^  or  oeoarrmg  again  afber  Aloxig  smea 
of  ages;  dtias  OTorwhelmed^  or  swallowed  up  by  earthquakes 
in  tJbie  fertile  country  of  Campania;  Borne  laid  waste  by  fire; 
her  most  aaci«it  temples  destroyed ;  the  Capitol  itself  wrapt 
in  flames  by  the  hands  of  citizens;^  the  ceremonies  of  reli^ 
gion  yiolated;  enormous  adulteries;  the  sea  crowded  with 
exiles;  rocks  stained  with  blood  of  murdered  citizens;  Borne 
i^aelf  a  theatte  of  still  greater  horrors :  there  nobility  and 
wealth,  dignities  borne  and  deohned,  were  alike  treated  as 
crimes :  there yirtue  was  a  source  of  certain  ruin;  the  guilty 
aets  of  informersy  and  their  wages,  were  alike  detestable;  for 
some  of  them  having  obtained  priesthoods  and  consulates, 
which  the jr  regarded  as  spoils ;  others,  imperial  procurator* 
ships,  and  posts  of  greater  influence  with  the  prince,  they 
carried  rapine  and  plunder  in  every  direction,  impelled  by 
personal  hate,  and  armed  with  terror.  Slaves  were  practised 
upon  against  their  masters;  freedmen  betrayed  their  pa* 
trons ;  and  he  who  had  no  enemy,  died  by  the  treachery  of 
fidends. 

3.  And  yet  this  period,  barren  as  it  was  of  virtue,  pro- 
duced some  honourable  examples:  Mothers  went  with  thei^ 
sons  into  voluntary  exile ;  wives  followed  their  husbands  in^ 
banishment;  relations  stood  boldly  forth  in  the  cause  of  their \ 
kindred;,  sons-in-law  shrunk  not;  slaves,  even  on  the  rack,  ^ 
scorned  to  renounce  their  fidelity;  eminent  citizens,  doomed 
to  die,  bore  their  lot  with  fortitude,  and  their  deaths  were 
nothing  inferior  to  those  of  the  applauded  characters  of 
antiquity.  In  addition  to  the  misfortunes  incident  to 
humanity,  the  earth  and  skies  teemed  with  prodigies,  ter- 
rific warnings  by  thunder  and  lightning,  and  prognostics, 
auspicious  or  disastrous,  ambiguous  or  plain.  Indeed  never 
was  it  established  by  more  terrible  calamities  on  the  Boman 
people,  or  by  more  decisive  indications,  that  the  gods  are  noi 
concerned  about  the  protection  of  the  innocent,  but  the 
punishment  of  the  guilty. 

4.  Before,  however,  I  proceed  in  the  execution  of  my  plan, 
it  will  be  proper,  I  think,  to  inquire  what  was  the  state  of 
affitirs  at  Borne,  what  the  feeling  in  her  armies;  how  tha 

*  The  cities  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii  were  destroyed  by  an 
eraption  of  Houat  Vesuyius,  in  the  beginning  of  Titus's  reign,  ad.  79. 

*  See  the  conflagration  of  tiie  Capitol,  below,  iii  67,  7^. 
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provinces  stood  affected,  -wherein  consisted  the  strength  or 
weakness  of  the  empire,  that  we  may  not  only  have  a  recital 
of  events,  and  the  issues  of  things  which  aire  often  ascribahle 
to  chance,' but  may  learn  the  plans  pursued,  and  the  causes 
of  ovents.  As  the  death  of  Nero,  in  the  first  burst  of  joy, 
was  hailed  with  exultation,  so  the  senate,  the  people  of  Rome, 
the  praetorian  guards,  and  the  legions,  wherever  stationed, 
were  variously  affected  by  that  event.  A  secret  of  empire 
I  was  then  let  out,  namely,  that  elsewhere  than  at  Rome  au 
emperor  might  be  created.  The  others  were  highly  pleased, 
as  they  were  at  once  restored  to  their  legislative  indepen- 
dence, which  they  exercised  freely,  considering  that  the 
prince  ^  was  new  to  his  office,  and  absent.  The  principal 
Roman  knights  were  next  to  them  the  most  gratified. 
Honest  men  among  the  people,  such  as  were  connected  with 
femilies  of  credit;  and  the  clients  and  freedmen  of  con- 
demned and  exiled  men,  were  animated  with  hope.  The 
inferior  populace,  who  loitered  in  the  theatre  and  circus;  the 
slaves  of  abandoned  character,  and  those  who,  having  wasted 
their  substance,  were  supported  by  the  vices  of  Nero,  were 
plunged  in  grief,  and  eager  to  learn  the  floating  rumour. 

5.  The  praetorian  guards,  by  habit,  and  the  obligation  of 
their  oath,  had  been  always  devoted  to  the  imperial  family. 
Their  revolt  from  Nero  was  not  so  much  their  own  inclina* 
tion  aa  the  management  of  their  leaders.  They  saw  the 
promise  of  a  donative  in  the  name  of  Galba  still  unper- 
formed. They  reflected  that  peace  affords  no  opportunity  to 
gain  the  recompence  due  to  valour;  and  that  the  favours  of 
the  new  prince  would  be  engrossed  by  the  legions  to  whom 
he  owed  his  elevation;  strongly  inclined  of  themselves  to 
bring  about  a  change,  they  were  further  instigated  by  the 
arts  of  Nymphidius  Sabinus,  their  commanding  officer,  who 
aimed  at  the  sovereignty.  The  conspiracy  was  crushed  in 
the  bud^  and  Nymphidius  perished  in  the  attempt  But  the 
soldiers  had  thrown  off  the  mask,  and  the  sense  of  guilt 
remained.  They  even  talked  of  Galba  with  contempt,  and 
inveighed  against  his  advanced  age.  and  avarice :  the  rigorous 
discipline  by  which  he  had  acquired  his  military  character/ 

.   *  Galba,  who  was  not  arrived  from  Spain. 

-  ^  The  rigour  with  which  Gkdba  supported  and  enforced  military  ditf* 

dpline  ia  stated  by  Suetonius,  Life  of  Galba,  s.  6. 
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inflamed  the  prejudices  of  men^  wlio  had  been  trained  to  SQcb 
habits  during  a  long  peace  of  fourteen  years,  by  Nero,  that- 
they  now  loved  the  vices  of  the  princes  as  much  as  formerly 
they  venerated  their  virtues.  To  this  cause  was  added  aoi. 
expression  of  Galba,  commendable  for  its  constitutional  cha* 
racter,  but  dangerous  to  himself.  He  said,  he  chose  his 
soldiers^  but  did  not  buy  them.  But  his  other  proceedings- 
were  not  framed  according  to  this  model. 

6.  Galba,  being  now  in  the  decline  of  life,  resigned  himselT 
altogether  to  Titus  Yinius  and  Cornelius  Laoo ;  the  former 
the  most  profligate  of  men,  and  the  latter  despised  for  hi» 
sluggish  inactivity.  By  those  pernicious  ministers  he  was 
involved  in  the  popular  hatred  due  to  their  own  flagitious 
deeds.  The  wickedness  of  Yinius,  and  the  incapacity  of  * 
Laco,  proved  his  ruin  in  the  end.  He  made  his  approach  to 
Borne  by  slow  jomrneys,  marking  his  way  with  blood,  Ciu- 
gonius  Yarro,  consul  elect,  and  Petronius  Turpilianus,  of 
consular  rank,  were  put  to  death;  the  former  as  an  accom- 
plice in  the  enterprise  of  Nymphidius,  and  the  latter  because 
he  had  been  appointed  general  under  Nero.  They  were  con- 
demned unheard  and  undefended;  and,  for  that  reason, 
thought  the  innocent  victims  of  a  barbarous  policy.  Galba'a 
entry  into  the  city  of  Borne,  after  the  massacre  of  several 
thousands  of  unarmed  soldiers,^  formed  a  disastrous  omen  of 
things  to  come;  and  even  the  men  who  executed  the  orders 
of  their  general  had  reason  to  fear  the  consequences.  Bome 
was  filled  with  a  strange  and  unusual  body  of  troops.  Besides 
the  forces  drawn  from  the  fleet,*  and  left  as  a  garrison  by 
Nero,  Galba,  when  he  entered  the  city,  brought  with  him  & 
legion  from  Spain.  To  these  must  be  added  the  several 
companies  from  Germany,  from  Britain,  and  myricum^whichi 
had  been  sent  forward  towards  the  Caspian  straits  to  serve  ia 
the  war  then  intended  against  the  Albanians,  and,  in  a  short 
time  afterwards,  recalled  to  crush  the  attempts  of  Yindex;* 
a  yast  mass  of  materials  for  the  eflectuation  of  political 
changes;  as  they  were  not  devotedly  attached  to  any  on© 

»  See  a  87  of  this  book. 

*  Nero  had  formed  a  new  legion,  composed  of  men  draughted  from 
the  marines.    See  &  31  of  this  book. 

*  ThQ  forces  from  Britain  and  Qermany,  which  Nero  had  sent  fop* 
ward  on  a  wild  expedition  to  the  straits  of  the  Caspian  Sea^  were  aU* 
xecaUed  to  quell  the  insurrection  of  Yindex  in  QauL 
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leader,  so  were  they  ready  for  the  purposes  of  any  who  "had 
the  courage  to  lead  them  on. 

7.  It  happened  at  this  conjancture  Idiat  an  account  arrived 
of  the  muniers  of  Olodius  Macer  in  Africa,  and  Fonteius 
Capito  in  Germany.  Macer,  beyond  all  doubt,  was  engaged 
in  schemes  of  ambition,  and,  in  the  midst  of  his  projects,  was 
cut  off  by  Trebonius  Qarutianns,  the  procurator  of  the  pro- 
vince, who  had  received  his  orders  from  Galba.  Capito  was  put 
to  death  by  Cornelius  Aquinus  and  Fabius  Valens,  for  similar 
attempts.  Some  thought  that  Capito,  however  branded  with 
avarice,  rapacity,  and  other  vices,  bad  not  added  to  his  crimes 
liie  guilt  <^  rebellion;  but  that  the  authors  of  his  destruc- 
tiom,  having  fitst  endeavoured  to  draw  him  into  their  own 
designs,  combined  to  execute  on  an  innocent  victim  the  ven- 
geance due  to  their  own  iniquity.  Galba  with  bis  usual 
fkcijity,  or,  perhaps,  wishing  to  avoid  the  danger  of  an 
inquiry  into  what  could  not  be  recalled,  thought  it  prudent 
to  give  his  sanction  to  the  acts  of  his  officers,  however  un- 
just and  cruel.  Both  executions  were,  notwithstanding,  the 
subject  of  public  censure :  the  usual  fate  of  princes  who 
have  onee  incurred  displeasure ;  their  actions,  whether  good 
er  evil,  serve  to  increase  the  public  hate.  The  emperor's 
freedmen,  domineering  without  control,  now  brought  every- 
thing into  the  market.  The  slaves  were  eager  to  seize  the 
booty  suddenly  presented  to  them,  and,  fearing  the  uncer- 
tainty of  an  old  man's  life,  hastened  to  enrich  themselves. 
The  new  court  exhibited  all  the  vices  of  Nero's  reign,  without 
ihe  same  apology.  The  very  age  of  Galba  ^  was  a  subject  of 
ridicule  and  loathing  with  men  who  were  accustomed  to  the 
youth  of  Nero;  and  who,  according  to  -flie  oustom  of  the 

'  populace,  formed  their  estimate  of  their  emperors  according 
'  to  their  figure  and  personal  graces. 

8.  Such  was  liie  state  of  feeling  at  Rome,  as  in  a  city  where 
so  vast  u  multitude  was  congregated.  Of  the  provinces, 
Spain  was  governed  by  Cluvius  Rufus,'  a  man  distinguished 
by  his  eloquence,  and  experienced  in  the  arts  of  peace,  but  not 
of  war.     In  both  the  Gauls '  the  name  of  Yindex  was  still  held 

'  Galba,  at  his  elevation  to  the  imperial  dignity,  was '73  years  old. 
'  Oluvius  Bofiu  wbB  a  -wixfeer  of  history.    Comx>are  Hiny,  lib.  ix. 
flpist  19. 
'  The  people  of  Ckuol  who  Btood  for  Yindex  wero  the  Seqnam,  the 
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in  Teneration ;  and  €he  people,  pleased  with  their  recent  ad- 
mission to  the  freedom  of  Borne,  and  the  diminution  of  their 
tribute,  showed  no  symptoms  of  disaffection.  However,  tihe 
inhabitants  of  the  cities  contiguous  to  the  Crennan  armies 
saw,  with  discontent,  that  they  were  not  thought  worthy  of 
the  like  honour;  and  some  of  them, whose  tenitories  were 
encroached  upon,  grieved  at  the  good  extended  to  others  as 
much  as  if  it  were  an  injury  done  to  themselves.  In  Germany 
the  soldiers,  flushed  with  pride  by  their  late  victory,^  yet 
dreading  the  imputation  of  havii^  espoused  another  party, 
were  by  turns  in^med  with  rage  and  overwhelmed  with  fear. 
From  such  a  number  of  soldiers,  who  had  the  power  of  the 
sword  in  their  own  hands,  the  greatest  danger  was  to  be  ap- 
prehended They  had  been  slow  to  detach  themselves  from 
Nero ;  nor  did  Verginius  declare  immediately  for  Galba : 
whether  from  his  own  ambitious  projects,  cannot  now  be 
known.  The  soldiers,  it  is  agreed,  made  him  a  tender  of  the 
imperial  dignity.  The  death  of  Fonteius  Oapito  was-  another 
cause  of  discontent ;  such  as  could  not  deny  its  justice,  ex- 
claimed against  it  with  indignation.  Galba,  under  a  show  of 
friendship,  had  recalled  Verginius  from  his  post  ;^  the  legions 
had  therefore  now  no  leader.  That  he  was  not  sent  back,  and 
was  even  arraigned^  they  regarded  as  an  imputation  upon 
themselves. 

9.  The  legions  on  the  Upp»  Rhine  were  ill  retained  in  their 
duty  by  Hordeonius  Flaccus,  an  officer  far  advanced  in  year% 
disabled  in  his  limbs,  without  vigour  of  mind  or  authority. 
Unequal  to  the  command  even  in  quiet  times,  his  feeble  en- 
deavours to  enforce  obedience  served  only  to  irritate  the 
minds  of  men  disposed  to  mutiny.  On  the  Lower  Rhine,  the 
army  had  been  for  some  time  without  a  gaiezal  of  consular 
rank,  till  Aulus  Yitellius,'  son  of  the  person  of  that  namfC 
who  had  been  censor  and  three  times  consul,  was  sent  by 

.^Bdui,  and  the  ArvemL  The  states  that  lay  near  the  legions  on  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Rhine  were  the  Lingones  and  the  Hemi. 

>  The  German  armies  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  Vindex  at 
veMmtiiun. 

>  YergimuB  commanded  the  legions  on  the  Upper  Rhine. 

'  This  was  VitelLius,  afterwards  emperor  of  Rome.  Galba  sent  him 
to  command  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  whUe  Hordeonius  Flaccns,  a  man  in 
years,  and  greatly  afflicted  with  the  gout,  was  likely  to  remain  inactive 
in  the  province  of  Upper  Germany.    See  Suet.  Life  of  Vitellius,  a.  7.  . 
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Oalba  to  take  tipon  Him  the  command.  This  ^as  deemed 
-sufficient.*  In  Britain  everything  was  quiet  It  must  be 
^admitted  that,  during  the  civil  wars  that  followed,  no  legion 
-conducted  themselves  more  correctly ;  whether  it  was  that^ 
situated  at  a  distencie,  and  divided  by  the  ocean  from  the  rest 
of  the  world,  they  did  not  catch  the  frenzy  of  the  times,  or 
that  they  knew  no  enemies  but  those  of  their  country,  and 
-were  not  taught  by  civil  discord  to  hate  one  another.  Illyri- 
iBum  remained  in  a  state  of  tranquillity,  though  the  legions 
drawn  by  Nero  from  that  country  found  the  means,  whilo 
they  loitered  in  Italy,  of  tampering  with  Yeiginius.  But  the 
armies,  separated  by  a  long  interval,  the  b^t  expedient  to 
preserve  the  allegiance  of  the  military,  could  neither  com- 
municate their  vices  nor  combine  their  forces. 

10.  The  East  was  hitherto  free  from  commotion.  Licinius 
Muoianus  governed  the  province  of  Syria  with  four  legions. 
He  was  distinguished  equally  for  his  good  and  evil  fortune. 
In  his  youth,  the  &vour  of  the  great  was  the  object  of  his 
ambition,  and  in  that  pursuit  he  wasted  his  fortune.  His  cir- 
cumstances growing  desperate,  and  suspecting  the  displeasure 
of  Claudius,  he  retired  into  Asia,  and  there  lived  in  obscurity, 
its  little  removed  from  the  condition  of  an  exile,  as  he  was 
afterwards  from  that  of  a  sovereign.  He  united  in  his  cha- 
racter a  mixture  of  repugnant  qualities  :  he  was  affiible,  and 
arrogant ;  addicted  to  pleasure,  and  a  man  of  business.  When 
at  leisure  from  affiiirs,  he  gave  a  loose  to  his  luxurious  pas- 
sions ;  when  on  an  expedition,  he  displayed  qualities  of  a  high 
order.  In  his  public  capacities  you  might  praise  him,  but  as 
a  private  man  he  was  in  bad  odour.  With  those  who  were 
under  him,  and  with  his  friends  and  colleagues,  his  varied  ac- 
complishments gave  him  a  commanding  influence ;  but  he  was 
fitter  to  raise  others  to  the  imperial  dignity,  than  to  obtain 
it  for  himself.  The  war  against  the  Jews  had  been  committed 
by  Nero  to  Flavins  Vespasian,  at  the  head  of  three  legions. 
He  had  entertained  no  design,  nor  wish,  against  the  interest 
of  Galba.  He  sent  his  son  Titus  to*  Rome,  as  will  be  seen 
hereafter,^  with  congratulations  to  Galba,  and  assurances  of 
fidelity.  That  the  sovereign  power  was  marked  out  by  the 
secret  counsels  of  heaven,  and  by  portents  and  responses,  for 

^  In  this  passage,  some  read  f<Ui$  for  aatu.  "  The  Fates  ordaSned  if* 
9  See  below,  ii.  1. 
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Tespesian  and  his  two  Bons,  we  be^ua  to  believe  after  bis 
acceanon. 

11.  Egjpiy  and  the  forces  appointed  to  keep  it  in  awe, 
.were,  acoording  to  the  system  of  Augustus,   confided  to 

Boman  knights,  with  the  powers  of  kings.  DifElcult  of  accessi 
and  at  the  same  time  prolific  in  com;  with  a  people^  who^ 
from  superstition  and  insolence,  were  discordant  and  prone 
to  change;  tmaoquainted  with  laws,  and  unhabituated  to  the 
civil  authority,  it  was  the  policy  of  Augustus  to  retain  the 
administration  of  this  country  in  his  own  hands.  ^  In  the 
present  juncture,  Tiberius  Alexander,'  a  native  of  the  country, 
was  entrusted  with  the  government  of  the  province.  Africa, 
and  the  legions  quartered  there,  were,  since  the  murder  of 
Clodius  Macer,  willing  to  submit  to  any  prince,  after  having 
experienced  the  government  of  an  inferior  master.  The  two 
Mauritanias,  Bhstia,  Noricum,  and  Thrace,  with  the  places 
committed  to  the  care  of  imperial  procurators^  according  to 
their  proximity  to  each  army,  caught  the  spirit  of  antipathy 
or  fiivour  firom  a  superior  force.  The  imgarrisoned  provinces, 
and  Italy  in  particular,  were  open  to  the  first  invader,  the 
ready  prey  of  any  conqueror.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the 
Boman  world  when  Servius  Galba,  in  his  second  consulship^ 
and  Titus  Yinius,  his  colleague,  began  their  year;  to  them 
their  last,  to  the  commonwealth  all  but  the  yeai'  of  its 
destruction, 

12.  A  few  days  after  the  calends  of  Januaiy,  letters  arrived 
at  Bome  from  Fompeius  Propinquus,  the  procurator  of  Belgie 
Oaul,^  with  intelligence  that  the  legions  in  Upper  Germany, 
disr^arding  the  obligation  of  their  oath,  demanded  another 
emperor,  leaving  the  choice. to  the  judgment  of  the  senate 
and  the  Boman  people,  that  the  sedition  might  be  viewed  the 
more  leniently.  This  intelligence  induced  Galba  to  hasten 
the  adoption  of  a  successor;  a  point  which  he  had  for  some 
time  revolved  in  his  mind,  and  often  discussed  with  his  secret 

^  Compare  Annals,  ii  59. 

'  Tiberius  Alexander  is  said  to  be  a  native  of  Kgypt;  but,  to  qualify 
Bim  for  the  office  of  goremor,  he  was  made  a  Roman  knight.  He  wa9 
probably  the  same  person  who  is  mentioned,  Annals,  xv.  28. 

*  Belgie  Oaul  began  from  the  Scheld  (L'Escaut)  and  extended  to  the 
river  Sequana  (the  Seine).  The  revolt  of  the  legions  on  the  Upper 
Rhine  is  related  by  Suetonius^  Life  of  Qalba,  s.  16, 


10  THE  SISTOBT.  [b.  I. 

advisers.  Dming  tjie  few  months  of  his  reign,  no  sixbject 
had  so  much  engrossed  the  public  conversation ;  at  first  from 
mere  garrulity  and  passicm  for  talking  about  such  things, 
afterwards  from  consideration  of  the  advaaioed  age  of  the 
©mpercMB.  Few  were  able  to  think  wilii  judgment,  and  fewer 
had  the  virtue  to  feel  for  the  public  good.  Private  views 
and  party  connexions  suggested  various  candidates.  Different 
factions  were  formed,  and  all  intrigued,  caballed,  and  cla-. 
moured,  as  their  hopes  or  fears  directed;  and  even  Titus 
Vinius,  as  he  grew  in  power  every  day,  became,  from 
that  very  cause,  proportionately  hated  by  the  people.  In 
truth,  the  very  facility  of  Galba  stimulated  the  cupidity  of 
his  friends,  who  were  eagerly  seeking  advantages  from  his 
elevation,  since,  weak  and  credulous  as  he  was,  they  had  the 
less  to  fear,  and  more  to  gain  from  tiieir  rapacity. 

13.  The  whole  sovereign  power  was  in  the  hands  of  Titus 
Yinius,  the  consul,  and  Cornelius  Laco,  ihe  prsefect  of  the 
praetorian  guards.  Nor  was  the  influence  of  Icelus  ^  inferior 
to  either  of  the  former.  He  was  one  of  the  emperor's  freedr 
men,  lately  created  a  Roman  knight,  and  honoured  with  the 
equestrian  name  of  Martianus.  The  three  ministers  were 
soon  at  variance.  In  all  inferior  transactions  they  drew 
different  ways;  but  in  the  choice  of  a  successor  they  were 
divided  into  two  factions.  Vinius  declared  for  Marcus  Ottio : 
Laco  and  Icelus  joined  in  opposition  to  that  measure,  not  so 
taiuch  to  Ikvoxtr  a  friend  of  their  own,  as  to  thwart  Otho. 
Oalba  wto  not  to  leafn  the  connexion  between  Yinius  and 
Otho.  The  busy  gossips  settled  it  that  they  were  to  become 
related  as  fiither  and  son-in-law;  for  Yinius  had  a  daughter 
a  widow,  and  Otho  was  immarried.  I  think  also,  that  Galba 
was  actuated  by  concern  for  the  state,  and  that  he  saw  that 
the  sovereign  power  was  wrested  out  of  the  hands  of  Nero 
in  vain,  if  transferred  to  a  man  like  Otho  :  a  stranger,  frx)m 
his  earliest  days,  to  every  fiiir  pursuit^  and  in  the  pide  of 
manhood  distinguished  by  nothing  but  riot  and  debauchery. 
His  emulation  in  luxury  recommended  him  to  the  notice  of 
Nero ;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  being  privy  to  his  lusts,  he 
became  the  depositaiy  of  his  principal  mistress  Poppsa,'  till 
Octavia  was  put  away.     But  Otho*s  fidelity  in  respect  to  this 

^  For  loelus,  the  favourite  freedman,  see  Pliny  the  elder,  lib.  xzxiii  2. 
*  For  Otho's  connexion  with  Poppsea,  see  Annals,  ziiL  45,  46. 
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same  Poppsoa  soon  became  inspected,  and  be  was  sent  ta 
Lnsttania,  under  pretext  of  goyermng  that  province.  OthoJ| 
baving  gained  pc^uliirity  in  tbe  administration  of  bis  pro- 
yinoe,  was  tbe  first  to  espouse  tbe  interest  of  Galba.  Wbile 
tbe  war  lasted,  be  ccmtinued  an  active  partisan,  sbining  oon- 
q)icaou3ly  among  ibose  wbo  figured  in  it.  Henoe  bis  bopes 
of  tbe  impedal  adoption,  wbicb  be  eberisbed  witb  d^y 
increasing  ardour ;  most  of  tbe  soldiers  favouring  bis  views^ 
and  tbe  creatures  >o£  Nero^s  court  zealously  supporting  bim, 
as  a  congezBal  cbaraeter. 

14.  Galba  saw,  witb  deep  anxiety,  a  storm  gatbering  in 
Germany,  andwbere  it  would  burst  be  could  not  foresee. 
Of  Yitellius  &d  bis  designs  no  certain  account  arrived. 
Tbe  revolt  of  tbe  l^ons  filled  bim  witb  apprebensions,  and 
be  reposed  no  confidence  in  tbe  prsetorian  guards.  Tbe 
nomination  of  a  successor  Jeemed,  in  sucb  a  crisis,  to  be  tbe 
best  expedient;  and  for  that  purpose  be  beld  a  cabinet 
council.  Besides  Vinius  and  Laeo,  be  tbougbt  proper  to 
summon  Maiius  Celsus,  consul  elect,  and  Ducennius  Gemi- 
nns,  tbe  fHrselect  ci  tbe  city.  Having  pre&iced  tbe  business 
by  a  sbort  speeck  concerning  bis  age  and  infirmities,  be  sent 
for  Piso  licinianus;'  wbetber  of  bis  own  free  cboice,  or  at 
tbe  instigation  of  Laoo,  remains  uncertain.  That  minister 
bad  contracted  an  intjma^  witb  bim  at  the  bouse  of  Bubel- 
line  Plautus,  tbougb  be  new  craftily  recommended  bim  as 
tbougb  ^  stranger.  To  tbis  conduct  the  fair  esteem  in  wbicb 
Piso  was  beld  gave  an  appearance  of  sincerity.  Piso  was 
tbe  am  of  Marcus  Crassus  and  Scribonia,  both  of  illustrious  .' 
descent.  His  aspect  and  deportment  savoured  of  primitive ' 
manners.  By  tbe  candid  and  im^rtial  be  was  called  strict 
and  severe;  by  malignant  judges,  mxxcoae  and  sullen.  That 
part  of  bis  character  which  excited  suspicion  in  tbe  anxious 
minds  of  others,  recommended  bim  to  bis  future  parent. 

15.  Galfoa^  we  aro  told,  taking  Piso  by  tbe  band,  addressed 

'  Snetonins  says:  **PiBonem  Liciniamim,  nobilem  egregimnqne  ju- 
VflB0m,  ae  sibi  oUm  probatisshzram,  testamentoque  semper  in  bona  et 
Bomen  adflcitom,  Tepente  e  media  salutantium  tarba  apprebendit, 
fiHumque  appeUana,  perduxit  in  0Bstr%  ac  pro  ooncione  aidoptavit.* 
(Suet.  Life  of  Galba,  s.  17.)  According  to  this  account,  Gkdba  was  deier- 
mised  in  liLs  ohokw,  and  did  not  want  the  advice  of  Laco.  He  adopted 
FIso  from  inclination,  propria  dedicne.  Flutaroh,  in  the  Life  of  Qiilb% 
giyes  the  same  account 
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him  in  the  following  manner :  *'  If  the  adoption  which  I  am 
now  to  make,  were,  like  the  act  of  a  private  citizen,  to  be 
acknowledged  as  the  law  Curiata  directs,  in  the  presence  of 
pontiffs,  I  should  derive  the  highest  honour  to  myself  from; 
an  alliance  with  a  person  descended  from  the  great  Pompey 
and  Marcus  Crassus :  and,  in  return,  you  would  add  to  tho 
nobility  of  your  own  family,  the  lustre  of  the  Sulpician  and 
Lutatian  names.  Called  by  the  consent  of  gods  and  men  to 
the  sovereignty,  I  am  now  induced  by  your  rare  accomplish- 
ments, and  the  love  I  feel  for  my  country,  to  present  to  you^ 
without  any  effort  on  your  part,  that  imperial  dignity,  for 
which  our  ancestors  led  armies  to  the  field^  and  which  1 
myself  obtained  in  battle.  For  this  proceeding  I  have  the 
example  of  Augustus,  who  placed  in  the  next  degree  of 
elevation  to  himself,  first  his  sister's  son  Marcellus,  and  then 
Agrippa  his  son-in-law,  his  grandsons  afterwards,  and,  finally; 
Tiberius,  the  son  of  his  wife.  Augustus,  indeed,  looked  for 
an  heir  in  his  own  fiimily;  I  in  the  bosom  of  the  common- 
wealth. If,  upon  such  an  occasion,  I  could  listen  to  private 
affection,  I  have  a  numerous  train  of  relations,  and  I  have 
companions  in  arms.  But  it  was  not  from  motives  of  ambi- 
tion that  I  accepted  the  sovereignty  of  the  state :  I  brought 
with  me  to  the  seat  of  government  an  upright  intention;  and 
that  I  now  act  on  the  same  principle  may  be  fairly  seen, 
when,  in  my  present  choice,  I  postpone  not  only  my  own 
relations,  but  even  yours.  You  have  a  brother,  in  point  of 
nobility  your  equal;  by  priority  of  birth  your  superior;  and, 
if  your  merit  did  not  supersede  him,  a  man  worthy  of  the 
highest  elevation.  You  are  now  at  the  time  of  life  at  which 
the  passions  subside.  Your  former  conduct  requires  na 
apology.  Fortune  has  hitherto  frowned  upon  you :  ^  you 
must  now  be  aware  of  her  smiles.  Prosperity  tries  the 
^  human  heart  with  more  powerful  temptations.  We  struggle 
■  with  adversity,  but  success  undermines  our  principles.  You 
'  will  carry  with  you  to  the  highest  station,  and  endeavour  to 
retain  unshaken,  good  faith,  independent  spirit,  constancy 
in  friendship;  the  prime  virtues  of  the  human  character; 
but  others  will  seek  to  weaken  them  by  Owning  complaisance  ; 

>  Piso's  father,  mother,  and  brother  were  put  to  death  by  Claudius, 
Another  brother  (the  conspiracy  against  Kero  being  detected)  opened 
his  yeins,  and  bled  to  ^eadi.    See  Annals,  zy.  59, 
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iidtilation  will  liieak  in  upon  you;  flattery,  the  bane  of  all 
trae  affection,  and  self-interest,  mil  lay  snares  to  seduce  you. 
To-day  you  and  I  converse  with  perfect  candour  and  single^ 
ness  of  purpose :  how  will  others  deal  with  us?  Their  respect 
will  be  paid  to  our  fortunes,  not  to  ourselves.  To  guide  a 
prince  by  honest  counsels,  is  a  laborious  task:  to  humour 
the  inclinations  of  any  prince  whatsoever,  is  a  work  which 
may  be  accomplished  without  the  ssealous  affection  of  the 
hesui;. 

16.  *^  If  the  mighty  &bric  of  this  empire  could  subsist 
and  balance  itself  without  a  ruler,  the  glory  of  restoring  the 
old  republic  should  be  mine.  But  such  has  long  been  the 
state  of  things^  and  we  cannot  alter  it,  that,  at  my  age,  all  that 
remains  for  me  is  to  bequeath  to  the  people  an  able  successor : 
while  your  youth  can  give  them  nothing  better  than  a  vir* 
tuous  prince.  Under  Tiberius,  Caligula,  and  Claudius,  we  were 
all,  as  it  were,the  heir-loom  of  one  family :  that  we  begin  to  be 
elected  will  have  the  effect  of  a  return  to  liberty.  The  Julian 
and  the  Claudian  race  are  both  extinct,  and  eminent  virtue 
will  now  succeed  by  adoption.  To  be  bom  the  son  of  a 
prince  is  the  result  of  chance;  mankind  consider  it  in  no 
higho:  light.  In  adoption,  an  unbiassed  and  deliberate 
judgment  is  exercised,  and  the  public  voice  will  serve  as  a 
guide  in  the  choice.  Let  Nero  be  ever  before  your  eyes : 
proud  of  his  long  line  of  ancestors,  and  warm  with  the  blood 
of  the  Caesars,  it  was  not  Vindex,  at  the  head  of  a  province 
naked  and  disarmed,  nor  myself,  with  only  one  legion :  his 
own  excesses,  his  own  cruelty,  hurled  him  &om  the  necks  of 
mankind  Of  a  prince  condemned  by  a  public  sentence  there 
was  till  then  no  example.  As  to  myself,  raised  as  I  was  by 
the  events  of  war,  and  called  to  the  sovereignty  by  the  deli- 
berate voice  of  the  people,  envy  and  malice  will  pursue  me, 
however  immaculate  I  maybe.  But  after  the  storm  that 
lately  shook  the  empire,  if  two  legions  still  waver  in  their 
duty,  your  courage  must  not  be  disconcerted.  My  reign 
did  not  begin  in  a  state  of  undisturbed  peace.  Old  age, 
at  presenty  is  the  objection  urged  against  me ;  but  when  it 
is  known  whom  I  have  adopted,  I  slmll  appear  young  in  my 
successor.  Nero  will  ever  be  regretted  by  the  vile  and  pro- 
fligate :  that  good  men  may  not  regret  him,  it  will  be  ours 
to  provide.    More  than  I  hk^e  said  the  time  will  not  admit: 
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if  I  have  made  a  proper  cboicey  I  baye  achieved  all  I  da- 
signed.  In  distinguishing  good  &onx  evil>  the  most  e£SBctual 
and  compendious  course  is,  to  consider  Mrbat  you  wooM 

\  approve  or  repudiate  were  you  a  subject  and  another  the 
sovereign.  It  is  not  at  Home  as  in  despotLo  governments, 
where  one  particular  &.mily  are  lords,  and  the  rest  groan  in 
bondage.   You  are  to  reign  over  men  who  can  neither  endure 

vabsolute  slavery,  nor  unqiialified  liberty."  To  this  efifect 
Galba  delivered  himself,  as  though  he  was  creating  a  prince;; 
and  the  rest  conversed  with  Piso  >  as  with  a  prince  regularly 
constituted. 

17.  Piso,  we  are  told,  neither  at  the  first  moment,  nor 
afterwards,  when  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon  him,  betrayed  any 
symptom  of  immoderate  joy  or  discomposure.  He  addressBd 
the  emperor,  now  hm  fe.ther,  in  terms  of  profound  respect, 
and  spoke  of  himself  with  reserve  and  modesty.  His  mien 
and  countenance  remained  unaltered,  as  though  he  possessed 
the  power  rather  than  desired  it.  The  next  consideration  wa% 
whether  the  adoption  should  be  annoimced  in  the  forum,  the 
senate,  or  the  camp.  The  latter  was  preferred :  the  army 
would  feel  the  compliment ;  whose  affections,,  though  it  were 
base  to  purchase  them  by  bribery  and  intrigue,  were  to 
be  sought  by  fair  and  honourable  means.  Meanwhile,  the 
anxious  populace  surrounded  the  palace,  impatient  for  the 
important  news;  while  those  who  sought  to  stifle  the  iU- 
auppressed  rumour  increased  its  vehemence. 

18.  On  the  fourth  of  the  ides  of  January,  the  rain  fell  in 
torrents,  while  thunder  and  lightning,  and  all  the  terrors  of 
heaven,  produced  a  scene  of  confusion  eaid  alarm  seldom  wit- 
nessed. .  From  ancient  times  this  phenomenon  was  sufficient 
to  dissolve  all  public  assemblies  :^  but  Galba  was  not  to  be 
deterred  firom  his  purpose.  He  proceeded  to  the  camp,  re- 
gardless of  prodigies,  which  he  considered  as  the  effect  of 
natural  causes,  or,  it  might  be,  that  what  wa&  fixed  by  fate» 
though  foreshown,  could  not  be  avoided.  A  vast  conflux  of 
soldiers  assembled  in  the  camp.  Galba  addressed  them  in  a 
short  speech,  such  as  becomes  the  imperial  dignity.  He  told 
them  that,  in  conformity  to  the  example  of  Augustus,  and 

^  Thunder  and  lightning  were  always  considered  by  the  Boxnans  aa 
a  warning  not  to  transact  public  business :  ''Jove  tonante,  fiilgtuantey 
conutiapopuli  habere  nefaa.'' — Cicero,  De  Divinatioiie,  lib.  iL  18. 
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the  praciace  of  the  armj^  ^trheie  each  soldier  dbooses  his  com- 
pamoa  in  arms/  ho  had  adopted  Fiso  for  hia  son.  Fearilig 
that  his  silence  on  the  subject  of  the  German  revolt  might 
tend  to  magmfy  the  danger,  he  added,  tdtat  the  fourth  and 
eighteenth  legions  were,  by  the  artifice  of  a  few  factioua 
leaders,  incited  to  disorder ;  but  their  transgression  went  no 
further  than  words  and  expressions^  and  ti^ey  would  soon, 
return  to  their  allegianee.  He  added  no  flattery,  nor  hopes: 
of  a  donative.  The  tribunes,  notwithstanding,  with  the  cen- 
turions and  soldiers  who  stood  nearest  to  him,  made  an 
acceptable  response.  Through  the  rest  of  the  lines  a.  deep* 
and  sullen  silence  prevailed.  They  saw  that,  in  war,  they 
were  deprived  of  those  gratuities  which  had  been  always 
granted  in  time  of  peace,  and  were  become  their  indefeasible 
ri^t.  The  emperor,  beyond  all  doubt,  had  it  in  his  power 
to  secure  the  affections  of  the  s(ddier&  From  a  parsimonious 
old  man  the  smallest  mark  of  liberality  would  have  made  an 
impression.  His  primitive  inflexibility  and  excessive  strict-O. 
ness  hurt  his  cause  :  we  dinnot  now  bear  the  exercise  of  these' 
virtues. 

19.  Galba  then  addressed  the  senate  in  a  speech,  like  that 
to  the  soldiers,  brief  and  xmadomed.  Piso  delivered  himself 
with  grace  and  eloquence.  The  f&thers  heard  him  with  atten- 
tion ;  many  with  the  warmth  of  unfeigned  affection ;  others, 
who  in  their  hearts  opposed  his  interest,  with  moderate  zeal ; 
while  the  greatest  number  made  a  tender  of  their  services, 
with  private  views,^  and  regardless  of  their  country.  In  the 
time  that  followed  between  his  adoption  and  his  death  (an 
interval  of  four  days)  Piso  neither  said  nor  did  anything  in 
pubhc.  As  messengers  upon  the  heels  of  one  another  now 
came  posting  to  Eome,  with  tidings  of  the  revolt  in  Germany^ 
and  as  in  the  city  men  were  athirst  for  news,  and  swallowed 
the  worst  with  avidity,  the  fethers  resolved  to  treat  by  their 
deputies  with  the  German  legions.  In  a  secret  coimcil  it  was 
dificuaaed  whether  Piso  should  go  with  the  embassy,  to  give  a 
more  imposing  effect,  that  the  army  might  haive  before  their 

^  According  to  a  lailitary  cristom,  established  in  an  early  period  of 
the  common we^th,  every  Roman  soldier  chose  his  favourite  comrade; 
and  by  that  tie  of  friendship  all  were  mutually  bound  to  share  eveiy 
danger  with  their  fellows.  The  consequence  was,  that  a  warlike  spiritl 
pervaded  the  whole  «my.    See  Livy,  Ub.  iac  93. 
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eyes  the  authority  of  the  senute  in  the  ambassadors,  and  the 
majesty  of  the  empire  in  Piso.  It  was  further  thought  advis- 
able that  Laco^  the  prsefect  of  the  prsetoriau  guardff,  should 
accompany  the  deputation;  but  he  opposed  the  measure. 
Nor  was  the  choice  of  the  ambassadors  easily  arranged.  The 
whole  was  left  to  Galba's  judgment,  and  he  executed  it  with 
shameful  indecision.  Men  were  appointed,  excused,  or  sub- 
stituted, as  fear  or  ambition  prompted  them  to  make  interest 
for  the  service,  or  for  permission  to  remain  at  home. 

20.  The  means  of  raising  money  came  next  under  consi- 
deration. Various  expedients  were  proposed,  but  none  ap- 
peared so  just  as  that  of  making  reprisals  on  such  as  by  their 
lapacity  had  impoverished  the  commonwealth.  Nero .  had 
lavished  in  donations  two  millions  of  great  sesterces.  The 
men  who  had  enriched  themselves  by  this  profusion  were 
allowed  to  retain  a  tenth  part  of  the  plimder,  and  were  sued 
for  the  rest.*  But  scarcely  the  tenth  part  was  left  unexpended. 
Prodigal  no  less  of  the  public  money  than  of  their  own,  they 
had^  squandered  all  in  riot  and  debauchery.  The  most  rapa- 
cious and  profligate  had  neither  lands  nor  money.  The  wreck 
of  their  fortunes  consisted  only  of  the  instruments  of  .vice. 
To  enforce  the  resumption  of  the  grants,  a  court  of  thirty 
Boman  knights  was  appointed  ;  a  tribunal  odious  on  account 
of  its  novelty,  and  troublesome  from  the  number  that  com- 
posed it,  and  the  intrigue  that  prevailed.  Nothing  was  to 
be  seen  but  sales  and  brokers;  the  whole  city  was  in  a 
ferment  with  public  auctions.  However,  it  was  matter  of 
infinite  joy  that  those  on  whom  Nero  had  bestowed  his 
bounties  were  as  poor  as  those  whom  he  had  robbed.  About 
the  same  time  several  tribunes  were  discharged  from  the 
service:  Antonius  Taurus  and  Antonius  J^aso,  both  of  the 
prsBtorian  guards;  iEmilius  Pacensis,  from  the  city  cohorts, 
and  Julius  Fronto  from  the  night-watch.  But  this,  so  far 
from  being  a  remedy,  served  only  to  alarm  and  irritate  the 
rest  of  the  officers.  They  concluded  that  all  were  suspected, 
and  that  from  timidity  and  cunning  they  were  being  expelled 
one  by  one. 

21.  Otho,  in  the  meantime,  felt  every  motive  that  could 
inflame  ambition.  In  quiet  times  he  had  nothing  before  him 
but  despaur;  trouble  and  confusion  were  his  only  source  of 

1  See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Qalba,  8. 15. 


C.  22,]  OTHO  FLOTS  AGAINST  OALBA.  17 

hope.  His  luxury  was  too  great  for  the  revenue  of  a  prince, 
and  his  poverty  scarcely  endurable  in  a  private  citizen.*  He 
hated  Galba,  and  envied  Piso.  To  these  he  added  pretended 
fears,  to  give  a  colour  to  his  hiordinate  ambition.  He  said, 
«  he  had  been  an  offence  to  Nero  ;  he  must  not  now  wait  for 
a  second  Lusitania,  nor  another  honourable  banishment 
tmder  pretence  of  friendship.  The  man  whom  the  public 
voice  has  named  for  the  succession,  was  sure  to  be  suspected 
by  the  reigning  prince.  It  was  that  jealousy  that  ruined  his 
interest  with  a  superannuated  emperor;  and  would  act  with 
greater  force  on  the  mind  of  a  young  man,  naturally  trucu- 
lent, and  in  his  long  exile  grown  fierce  and  savage.*  Otho 
.  might  be  doomed  to  destruction.  This  was  therefore  the 
time  for  action,  and  a  bold  stroke  while  the  authority  of 
Galba  was  waning,  and  that  of  Piso  not  yet  established.  The 
convulsions  of  states,  and  the  change  of  masters,  afford  the 
true  season  for  courage  and  vigorous  enterprise :  when  inac- 
tivity is  ruin,  and  temerity  may  be  crowned  with  success, 
hesitation  is  folly.  To  die  is  the  common  lot  of  humauty. 
In  the  grave,  the  only  distinction  is  between  oblivion  and 
renown.  And  if  the  same  end  awaits  the  guilty  and  the 
innocent,  the  man  of  spirit  will  earn  his  death." 

22.  The  mind  of  Otho  was  not,  like  his  body,  soft  and 
effeminate.^    His  ^slaves  and  freedmen  lived  in  a  course  of 

^  See  in  Suetonius  an  account  of  Otho's  circumstances,  and  his 
expensive  luxury.  Otho  did  not  scruple  to  say,  that  nothing  short  of 
the  imperial  power  could  save  him  from  utter  ruin;  and  whether  he 
died  in  battle,  or  fell  a  victim  to  his  creditors,  was  immaterial : ."  Nisi 
principem  se  stare  non  posse :  nihilque  referre,  ab  hoste  in  acie,  an  in 
foro  sub  creditoribus  caderet."— Suet.  Life  of  Otho,  s.  5,  See  also  Plu- 
tarch, in  the  Life  of  Galba. 

*  Piso  had  been  by  Nero  Ordered  into  exile,  and  might  probably 
Tetom  with  a  mind  exasperated,  and  deep-smothered  resentment, 
according  to  the  verses,  made  against  Tiberius,  during  his  retreat  in  the 
isle  of  Bhodes : — 

"  Regnabit  sanguine  multo 
Ad  regnum  quisquis  venit  ab  exilio." — Suet,  in  Tib.  s.  69* 

^  The  character  of  Otho,  as  here  delineated  by  the  unerring  pencil 
of  Tacitus,  is  finely  copied  by  Oomeille,  in  his  tragedy  entitled  Otho. 
It  will  be  sufficient  to  state  what  Comeille  himself  has  said  in  the 
preface  to  his  tragedy.  ^  His  words  are  as  follows :  "  Le  sujet  de  cette 
trag^die  est  tird  de  Tacite,  qui  commence  ses  histoires  par  celle-ci.  Les 
earact^res  de  ceux  que  j*y  fais  parler,  y  sont  les  mSmes  que  chez  cet 
incomparable  auteur,  que  j*ai  traduit  tant  qu'il  m'a  4t6  possible." 
TAG. — ^VOL.  II,  C 
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luxury  unknown  to  pxiyate  families.  Aware  of  his  attach^ 
ment  to  such  pleasures,  they  painted  to  him  in  liyely  colouis 
the  joys  of  Nero's  court ;  adultery  without  control,  the  choice 
of  wives  and  concubines,  and  all  -^  other  exeesses  of  despotic 
courts.  These,  if  he  dared  nobly,  they  represented  to  him 
as  his  own;  if  he  remained  inactive,  as  the  prize  of  others. 
The  astrologers  also  inflamed  his  ardour:  they  announced 
great  commotions,  and  to  Otho  a  year  of  glory.  This  is 
a  description  of  m^i  dangerous  to  princes,  and  a  falla- 
cious reliance  to  aspiring  subjects;  men  who  will  always 
be  proscribed,  but  always' harboured  in  our  city.  It  was 
with  this  vile  crew  of  fortune-tellers  that  Poppsea  held 
secret  consultations  when  she  aspired  to  the  imperial  bed. 
One  of  these,  a  man  named  Ptolemy,  accompanied  Otho  into 
Spain.  He  had  there  foretold  that  Otho  would  survive  Nero; 
and  the  event  giving  credit  to  his  art,  he  took  upon  him  to 
promise  greater  things.  Galba  was  on  the  verge  of  life,  and 
Otho  in  his  vigour.  From  the  current  of  popular  rumour 
grounded  thereon,  and  his  own  calculations  of  probability, 
he  persuaded  Otho  that  he  was  destined  to  the  imperial  dig- 
nity. These  bodings  were  welcome  to  the  ear  of  Otho :  he 
<;onsidered  them  as  the  eifect  of  science,  and  believed  the 
whole  with  that  natural  credulity  which  receives  the  mar- 
vellous for  reality.  Ptolemy  followed  up  his  work :  he  now 
inspired  the  plan  of  treason,  and  Otho  embraced  it  with 
.avidity.  The  heart  that  has  formed  such  a  wish  has  no  scruple 
about  the  means. 

23.  Whether  this  bold  conspiracy  was  then  first  ima^ned, 
or  prepared  and  settled  long  before,  cannot  now  be  known. 
It  is,  however,  certain  that  Otho  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
courting  the  a^ections  of  the  army,  either  with  a  view  to  the 
succession,  or  with  a  design  to  some  bold  step.  On  their 
jnarch,  in  the  lines,  at  their  quarters,  he  made  it  his  busdness 
to  converse  freely  with  all ;  \ie  accosted  the  veterans  by  name, 
ffmd,  reminding  them  of  their  joint  service  under  Nero,  called 
them  his  brother-soldiers ;  he  renewed  his  acquaintance  with 
some;  he  inquired  aflber  others,  and  with  his  interest  and  his 
purse  was  ready  to  be  their  friend.  Mingling  complaints, 
and,  with  malignant  insinuation  glancing  at  Galba^  he  omitted 
nothing  that  could  fill  the  vulgar  mind  with  discontent. 
Fatigiiing  maiofaas,  proviiuons  ill  si^pUed,  and  r^orons  dis- 
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cipline,  were  now  n^arded  as  the  more  oppressive,  because, 
haying  known  the  times  when  they  visited  the  lakes  of  Cam- 
pAnia^  and  sailed  to  the  dties  of  Achaia,  now,  the  Alps,  the 
FyreneeB)  and  k)ng  traicts  of  country,  were  to  be  marched  over 
with  a  load  of  annour. 

24.  While  die  mind£i  of  the  soldiers  were  thus  excited, 
MseviiiB  Pudens,  a  near  relation  of  Tigellinus,  added  fuel  to 
the  flame.  Wiwever  was  known  to  be  of  a  light  and  versatile 
diqx)eition,  in  distress  for  money,  or  fond  of  public  commo-. 
tions,  this  man  attracted  to  his  party.  He  sapped  his  way 
with  a  degree  of  dexterity,  as  unperceived  as  it  was  successful. 
As  often  as  Galba  was  entertained  at  Otho's  house,  he  distri- 
buted to  the  cohort  on  duty  a  hundred  sesterces  for  every 
man,  under  colour  of  an  allowance  for  their  entertainment. 
The  effect  of  this  donation,  given  to  them  as  it  were  openly, 
Otho  increased  with  individuals  by  more  secret  presents;  a 
corruptor  so  bold  and  shameless,  that,  when  Cocceius  Proculus, 
a  soldier  of  the  body  guard,  was  engaged  in  a  litigation  with 
one  of  bis  neigbbours  about  a  portion  of  the  boundaries  of 
their  grounds,  Otho  bought  the  whole  estate  of  the  neigh- 
bouring party,  and  conveyed  it  to  the  soldier  as  a  present. 
These  practices  gave  no  jealousy  to  the  commander  of  the 
protorian  bands :  so  far  &om  penetrating  dark  transactions, 
he  coald  not  see  what  escaped  no  eye  but  his  own. 

25.  Otho  then  diose  one  of  his  freedmen,  by  name  Onomastus^ 
to  conduct  the  enterprise.  He  attached  to  him  as  his  accom- 
plices, Barbius  Proculus,  whose  duty  it  was  to  bear  the  watch- 
word  to  the  life-guards,  and  one  Veturius,  a  deputy-centurion 
of  the  same  body.  Otho  sounded  them  on  various  topics; 
and  finding  them  subtle  and  resolute,  he  loaded  them  both 
with  presents,  and  dismissed  them  with  a  sum  of  money,  to 
be  employed  in  bribing  the  rest  of  the  guards.  In  this 
maimer  two  soldiers  undertook^  dispose  of  the  Boman- 
empire,  and  succeeded  in  it.  JTfew  only  were  made  privy 
to  the  plot :  the  rest,  whose  minds  were  not  made  up,  they 
stimulated  by  opposite  arts.  The  soldiers  of  note  were  told^ 
that  having  received  £a,vourB  from  Nymphidius,  they  w^^ 
sai^)ected.  The  loss  of  the  donative,  so  ofben  promised,  and 
still  withheld*  ^<^^  the  topic  enforced  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  oommcwL  men  with  resentment  and  despair.  Numbers 
lamented  the  loss  of  Nero,  and  longed  for  the  former  laxity  of 

0  2 
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discipline ;  and  the  idea  of  changing  their  place  of  service  dif- 
fused a  general  terror. 

26.  The  spirit  of  disaffection  spread,  as  it  were  by  contagion, 
.to  the  legions  and  the  auxiliary  troops,  already  agitated  by 
the  news  of  the  revolt  in  Germany.  The  vile  and  profligate 
were  so  ready  for  mutiny,  and  the  Upright  to  connive,  that, 
on  the  day  after  the  ides  of  January,  they  formed  a  resolution 
to  take  Otho  under  their  care,  as  he  returned  from  supper, 
and,  without  further  delay,  proclaim  him  emperor.  This  pro- 
ject, however,  did  not  take  effect.  In  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  and  the  confusion  inseparable  from  it,  no  man  could 
answer  for  the  consequences:  the  city  waa  full  of  soldiers; 
and  among  men  inflamed  with  liquor,  no  union,  no  concerted 
measure,  could  be  expected.  The  traitors  desisted  from  their 
purpose,  with  no  patriotic  motive;  for  they  had  delibe- 
rately conspired  to  imbrue  their  hand  in  the  blood  of 
their  sovereign;  but  they  were  afraid  that  the  first  who 
offered  himself  to  the  troops  from  Germany  and  Pannonia, 
might  by  those  strangers,  and  in  the  dark,  be  mistaken  for 
Otho,  and  saluted  emperor.  The  plot  began  to  transpire,  and 
must  have  been  by  various  circumstances  brought  to  light, 
had  not  the  chief  conspirators  suppressed  them.  Some  fiicts, 
however,  reached  the  ears  of  Galba;  but  Laco  explained  every- 
thing away.  The  prsefect  of  the  guards  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  military  character,  opposed  every  measure,  however 
excellent,  which  did  not  originate  with  himself,  and,  by  the 
perversity  of  his  nature,  was  always  at  variance  with  those 

\  of  superior  talents. 

27.  On  the  eighteenth  day  before  the  calends  of  February, 
Galba  assisted  at  a  sacrifice  in  the  temple  of  Apollo,  when 
Umbricius  the  augur,  after  inspecting  the  entrails  of  the 
victims,  announced  impending  treason,  and  an  enemy  within 
the  walls  of  Rome.  Otho,.^ho  stood  near  the  emperor,  heard 
this  prediction,  but  interpreted  it  in  his  own  fiivour,  pleased 
with  omens  that  promised  so  well  to  his  cause.  In  that 
moment  Onomastus  came  to  inform  him,  that  his  builders  and 
surveyors  were  waiting  to  talk  with  him  on  business.  This, 
bs  had  been  concerted,  was  a  signal  that  the  conspirators  were 
ftssembling,  and  ready  to  strike  the  decisive  blow.  Otho  told 
fiuch  as  wondered  at  his  sudden  departure,  that,  being  on  the 
point  of  purchasing  certain  &rm-houses,  which  &om  their 
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age  were  thought  to  be  out  of  repair,  he  had  appointed  work^ 
men  to  examine  the  buildings  before  he  concluded  his  bargain, 
and  then  vaJked  ofi^  supported  by  his  freedman;  and,  passing 
through  the  paJace  formerly  belonging  to  Tiberius,  went  to 
the  Yelabrum,  and  thence  to  the  golden  mile-stone  near  th^ 
temple  of  Saturn,*     At  that  place  a  party  of  the  prcetorian 
soldiery  in  number  three  and  twenty,  saluted  him  emperor^ 
The  sight  of  such,  an  insignificant  handful  of  men  struck 
him  with  dismay ;  but  his  partisans  drew  their  swords,  and, 
placing  him  in  a  litter,^  carried  him  off*    They  were  joined 
in  their  way  by  an  equal  nimiber,  some  of  them  accomplices 
in  the  treason;  others,  in  wonder  and  astonishment: — soma 
brandishing  their,  swords,  and  shouting;  others  in  silenceX 
determined  to  see  the  issue  before  they  took  a  decided  part*     / 
-    28.  Julius  Martialis,  a  military  tribune,  at  that  time  com-r 
jnanjded  the  guard  in  the  camp«     Either  amazed  at  a  treason 
80  daring,  or  imagining  that  it  extended  wider,  and  dreading 
destruction  if  he  attempted  to  oppose  the  torrent,  he  created 
a  suspicion  in  many  of  a  confederacy  in  guilt*   The  rest  of  the 
tribunes  and  centmions,  in  their  solicitude  for  their  imme- 
diate safety,  lost  all  sense  of  honour  and  constancy.    Such,  iui 
that  alarming  crisis,  was  the  disposition  of  the  camp  :  a  few\ 
seditious  incendiaries  dared  to  attempt  an  act  of  the  foulest  / 
treason ;  more  wished  to  see  it,  and  all  were  disposed  to  I 
acquiesce. 

29.  Galba,  in  the  meantime,  ignorant  of  all  that  passed, 
continued  in  the  temple,  attentive  to  the  sacred  rites,  and  with 
his  prayers  fatiguing  the  gods  of  an  empire  now  no  longer  hi&  ^ 
Intelligetice  at  length  arrived,  that  a  senator  (whom,  no  man 
could  tell)  was  being  carried  ia  triumph  to  the  camp.  Otho  was 
soon  after  announced*  Ati  the  same  tiine  the  people  poured  in 
from  every  quarter,  according  as  each  fell  in  with  him;  some 
representing  the  daioiger  as  greater  than  it  was,  others  lessening 
it,  ipt  even  then  forgetting  their  habitual  flattery.  A  council 
was  called*  On  deliberation,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  sound 
the  dispositions  of  the  cohort  then  on  duty  before  the  palace^ 
but  not  by  Galba  in  person*  His  authority  was  to  be  reserved 

*  The  place  called  Yelabrum  lay  between  the  Forum  and  Moun^ 
Palatine.  The  Hilllarium  Aureum  was  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Forum* 
The  Temple  of  Saturn  was  at  the  foot  of  the  Capltoline  Hill, 

'  See  3ufitonius,  Life  of  Otho,  s.  6* 


22  THE  BISTORT.  [b.  I. 

entire,  t&  meet  more  pressing  necessities.  Piso  oaUed  the 
men  together,  and,  from  the  steps  of  the  palaee,  addressed 
them  to  the  following  purport :  <'  It  is  now,  my  fellow-soldiers, 
the  sixth  daj  since  I  was  made,  bj' adoption,  heir  to  this  great 
empire.  Whether  the  honour  was  to  be  desired  or  dreaded, 
waa  more  than  I  could  then  foresee :  with  what  advanti^  to 
my  own  &mily  in  particular,  or  to  the  commonwealth  at  large, 
it  will  be  yours  to  determine  :  not  that  I  fear  any  sadder  fate 
personally;  for,  trained  in  the  school  of  adversity,  I  now  per- 
oerve  that  even  the  smiles  are  no  less  perilous  than  the  frownsi 
of  fortune.  I  grieye  for  the  situation  of  an  aged  fiither,  the 
senate,  xind  the  empire  itself,  should  we  &11'  iJaia  day  by  the 
hands  of  assassins;  or,  which  to  a  generous  mind  is  no  less 
afflicting,  find  ourselyes  obliged  to  shed  the  blood  of  our 
fellow-citizens.  In  the  late  revolution,  it  was  matter  of  joy 
that  the  city  was  not  discoloured  with  Eoman  blood,  and  that^ 
without  civil  discord,  the  reins  of  government  passed  into 
other  hands.  To  secure  the  same  tranquillity  after  the  de- 
cease of  Galba  was  the  object  of  the  late  adoption. 

30.  "  I  will  neither  boast  of  my  nobility,  nor  claim  the 
merit  of  moderation.  In  contrast  with  Otho  there  is  indeed 
no  necessity  to  caU  our  virtues  to  our  aid.  His  vices,  even 
when  he  played  the  friend  of  Nero,  were  the  ruin  of  his  coun- 
try: in  those  he  places  all  his  glory.  And  can  he,  by  a  life 
of  debauchery,  that  proud  gait,  and  eflfeminate  dress,^  earn  the 
empire  of  the  world  f  Those  with  whom  provision  passes  for 
liberality  are  deceived.  Otho  will  show  that  he  knows  how 
to  squander,  but  not  to  bestow.  The  objects  that  even  now 
engross  his  thoughts,  are  lawless  gratifications,  carousals,  and 
the  embraces  of  lascivious  women.  These  with  him  are  the 
privileges  of  sovereignty.  The  debftuchery  and  pleasures  will 
be  his :  it  will  be  yours  to  blush  and  bear  the  disgrace.  For 
of  those  who  by  their  crimes  have  risen  to  power,  there  is  not 
an  instance  of  one  who  administered  it  with  virtue;  Qalba 
was  raised  by  the  consentient  voice  of  the  world  to  his  present 
situation:  hLs  incHuation,  and  your  consent,  have  added  me 
to  the  line  of  the  Csesars.  If  liie  commonwealth,  the  senate^ 
and  the  people,  are  mere  empty  names,  yet,  my  fellow-soldiers, 
it  concerns  you  that  the  worst  and  most  abandoned  of  man- 

1  See  an  alluBion  to  Otho's  effemiiUM^,  Juvena],  Sat.  iL  9e« 
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kind  should  not  epeate  aa  empeior.  The  legfiooB,  it  is  tnw, 
have  at  diflerent  times  mutinied  against  their  gBoerals.:  but 
jour  fidelitjr  and  cbaracter  have  never  been  qiaestioned.  Nero 
abandoned  yon ;  you  did  not  desert  him.  And  dnU  less  than 
thirty  runaways  and  deserters,  whom  no  maa  would  suffer  to 
vote  in  the  ehoice  of  a  tribune  or  centurion,  dii^pose  of  the 
Boman  empire  at  their  will  and  pleasure?  Will  you  allow 
soeh  a  precedenti  and,  by  eonniving  at  it,  will  you  become 
aecompHces  in  the  guilt?  The  example  will  pass;  into  the 
piovinees.  Galba  and  1  may  sufiEer  the  eoisequences  of  trea- 
son; but  the  cahonities  of  a  civil  war  must  remain  lor  you. 
By  murdering  your  prince  you  may  earn  the  wages  of 
iniquity ;  but  the  reward  of  virtue  will  not  be  less.  You  will 
as  certainly  receive  a  donative  for  your  innocence  from  us,  as 
a  largess  for  murder  and  rebellion  firom  others." 

31.  During  this  harangue,  the  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
guard  withdrew  from  the  place.  The  rest  of  the  cohort 
showed  no  sign  of  discontent;  and,  as  usual  in  a. disturbed 
state  of  things,  displayed  their  colours  as  a  mattw  of  course, 
and  without  any  preeoncerted  design,  rather  than,  as  was 
imagined  afterwards,  with  a  concealed  purpose  of  treachery 
and  revolt.  Celsus  Marius  was  sent  to  use  his  influence  with 
the  chosen  forces  from  lllyricum,  at  that  time  encamped 
under  the  portico  of  Vipsanius.^  Orders  were  likewise  given 
to  Amtdius  Serenus  and  Domitius  Sabinus,  centurions  of  the 
first  rank,  to  draw  from  the  t^aple  of  liberty  the  Gennan 
soldiers  there.  The  legion  draughted  from  the  marines  was 
not  to  be  trusted  They  had  seen,  on  Galba's  entry  into 
Rome,  tne  massacre  of  their  comrades,  and  the  survivors, 
with  minds  exasperated,  panted  for  revenge.  At  the  same 
time,  Cetrius  Severus,  Subrius  Dexter,  and  Pompeius  Lon- 
ginus,  three  military  tribunes,  made  the  best  of  their  way  to 
the  praetorian  camp,  to-  try  if  the  mutiny,  as  yet  in  its  early 
stage,  and  not  full  grown,  might  be  appeased  by  wholesome 
advice.  Subrius  and  Cetrius  were  assailed  with  menaces. 
Longinus  was  rou^y  handled.     The  revolters  took  away  his 

^  A  portico  built  by  YipBanius  Agrippa  in  the  field  of  Mars.   Horace 

■ays.— 

"  Ctim  bene  notum 
Poitioua  Agrippse,  et  Via  te  conspexerit  Appi* 

Hos.  Epist  L  vi  2S» 
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weapons,  tmwilling  to  listen  to  a  man,  whom  they  considered 
as  an  officer  promoted  out  of  his  turn,  by  the  &vout  of 
Galba^  and,  for  that  reason,  &ithful  to  his  prince.  The 
marine  legion,  without  hesitation,  joined  the  prsetorian  mal- 
contents. The  chosen  troops  of  the  Illyrian  army  obliged 
Celsus  to  retire  under  a  shower  of  darts.  The  veterans  from 
Oamany  wavered  for  a  long  time,  suffering  as  they  still  were 
from  bodily  weakness,  though  their  minds  were  &vourably 
disposed;  for  they  had  been  sent  by  Nero  to  Alexandria; 
but,  being  recalled,  thoy  returned  to  Bome,  worn  out  by  toil^ 
and  weakened  by  sickness  during  their  voyage;  and  Galba 
had  been  particidarly  attentive  in  recruiting  their  strength. 

32.  The  whole  populace,  in  the  meantime,  with  a  crowd  of 
slaves  intermixed,  crowded  the  palace,  demanding,  with  dis* 
cordant  cries,  vengeance  on  the  head  of  Otho  and  his  partisans, 
as  though  they  were  clamouring  in  the  circus  or  amphitheatre 
for  some  spectacle : — without  judgment  or  sincerity;  for 
before  the  close  of  the  day,  the  same  mouths  were  bawHng  as 
loudly  as  ever  for  the  reverse  of  what  they  desired  in  the 
morning,  but  according  to  the  established  custom  of  courting 
with  heedless  shouts  and  unmeaning  acclamation  the  reigning 
prince,  whoever  he  may  be.  Galba^  in  the  meantime,  balanced 
between  two  opposite  opinions.  Titus  Yinius  was  for  his 
remaining  in  the  palace.  .  "  The  slaves,"  he  said,  "  might  be 
armed,  and  all  the  avenues  secured.  The  prince  should  by 
no  means  expose  himself  to  a  frantic  mob.  Due  time  should 
be  allowed  for  the  seditious  to  repent,  and  for  good  men  to 
form  a  plan  of  union.  Crimes  succeeded  by  sudden  despatch : 
honest  coimsels  gained  vigour  by  delay*  Lastly,  should  it 
be  hereafter  proper  to  sally  forth,  that  expedient  would  be 
still  in  reserve:  but  should  he  repent  of  the  step  once  taken, 
it  would  depend  upon  others  whether  he  could  retrace  it" 

33.  It  was  argued  by  the  rest,  **  that  the  exigence  called 
for  vigorous  measures,  before  the  as  yet  powerless  conspiracy 
of  a  few  traitors  gained  strength.  Otho  himself  would  then 
be  thrown  into  a  state  of  trepidation  and  perplexity;  Otho, 
who,  having  gone  off  by  stealth,  and  presenting  himself 
among  men  to  whom  he  is  a  totid  stranger,  is  now  learning 
how  to  enact  the  prince  through  the  hesitation  and  supine* 
ness  of  those  who  allow  the  opportunities  for  action  to  elapse. 
They  must  not  linger  till  the  usurper,  having  settled  matters 
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in  the  camp,  invades  the  forum,  and,  under  the  eye  of  Galba, 
ascends  the  Capitol;  t^hile,  in  the  meantime,  our  valiant 
emperor  remains  trembling  in  his  palace  -with  his  warlike 
fiiends,  barricades  his  house  even  to  the  door  and  threshold^ 
resolved  forsooth  to  endure  a  siege.  Slaves  too  will  render  a 
precious  service,  if  we  neglect  the  people,  now  ready  to 
support  our  cause,  and  suffer  their  first  impulse  of  indignation 
to  subside.  What  is  dishonourable  is  proportionably  dan- 
gerous. If  we  must  fall,  let  us  bravely  meet  our  fete.  Man- 
kind will  applaud  our  valour,  and  Otho,  the  author  of  oui* 
ruin,  will  be  the  object  of  public  detestation."  Vinius  mainr 
tained  his  former  opinion,  Laco  opposed  him  with  warmth^ 
and  even  with  violent  menaces.  In  this  he  was  prompted  by 
Icelus,  who  obstinately  sought  to  gratify  private  malice,  at 
the  risk  of  ruin  to  his  country. 

34.  Galba  hesitated  no  longer  to  adopt  what  appeared  to 
him  the  more  plausible  advice.  Piso,  notwithstanding,  was  sent 
forward  to  the  camp,  as  being  a  young  man  of  high  expecta- 
tion, and  lately  called  to  the  first  honours  of  the  state,  and 
also  as  the  enemy  of  Vinius ;  whether  it*  was  that  he  really 
hated  him,  or  that  the  enemies  of  the  minister  wished  it ; 
and  certainly  malice  imputed  is  easily  believed.  Piso  was 
hardly  gone  forth,  when  a  rumour  prevailed  that  Otho  was 
slain  in  the  camp.  The  report  at  first  was  vague  and  un- 
oertain,  but  like  all  important  lies,  it  was  confirmed  by  men 
who  averred  that  they  were  on  the  spot,  and  saw  the  blow 
^ven;  the  accoimt  gaining  easy  credence,  what  with  those. 
who  rqjoiced  in  it,  and  those  who  cared  not  to  scrutinise  it. 
It  was  afterwards  thought  to  be  a  rumour,  framed  and  encou- 
taged  by  Otho's  friend^  who  mingled  in  the  crowd,  and  pub« 
h^ied  a  felse  report  of  good  news,  in  order  to  entice  Galba 
from  his  palace. 

35.  Then  indeed  not  only  the  vulgar  and  ignorant  multi- 
tude were  transported  beyond^  all  bounds,  but  the  knights 
imd  senators  were  hurried  away  with  the  torrent :  they  forgot 
their  fears;  they  rushed  to  tiie  emperor's  presence;  broko 
open  the  doors  of  the  palace,  and  complaining  that  the  pun- 
i^iment  of  treason  was  taken  out  of  their  hands,  the  men 
%rho,  as  it  appeared  soon  after,  were  the  most  likely  to  shrink  ^  ^ 
from  danger,  displayed  their  zeal  with  ostentation;  lavish  of  V 
vords,  yet  cowsutls  in  their  hearts.     No  man  knew  that  ' 
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Otho  was  slain,  yet  all  averred  it  as  a  ikct  In  this  situation, 
ivanting  certain  intelligence,  but  oTerpowered  by  the  consen- 
tient voice  of  mistaken  men,  Galba  determined  to  go  {(xiL 
from  his  palace.  He  called  for  his  armour,  and  finding  bimfielf 
too  feeble  &om  age  and  bodily  constitution  for  the  throng 
that  gathered  round  him,  he  was  supported  in  a  litter.  Before 
he  le^  the  palace,  Julius  Atticus,  a  soldier  of  the  body-guard, 
accosted  him  with  a  Uoody  sword  in  hj&  hand,  crying  aloud, 
*'  It  was  I  that  killed  Otho."  Galba  answered,  ''  Comrade, 
who  gave  you  orders?**^  So  signally  was  the  spirit  of  the 
man  adapted  to  repress  the  licentiousness  of  the  soldiers;'  by 
their  insolence  undismayed,  by  their  flattwy  unseduced. 

36.  Meanwhile,  the  prsetorian  guards  with  one  voice  de- 
clared for.  Otho.  They  ranged  themselves  in  a  body  round 
his  person,  and,  not  content  with  that,  in  the  ardour  of  their 
seal,  placed  him,  amidst  the  standards  and  eagles,  on  the  very 
tribunal  where,  a  little  before,  stood  the  golden,  statue  of 
Galba.^  The  taibunes  and  centurions  were  not  suiFered  to 
approach.  The  commcoi  soldiers  even  went  so  &r  as  to  give 
orders  to  watch  the  motions  of  all  in  command.  The  whole 
camp  resounded  with  shouts  and  tumult,  and  mutual  exhorta- 
tions j  not,  as  in  a  concourse  of  the  people  and  of  the  lower 
orders,  .with  varying  acclamations  prompted  by  heartless 
adulation ;  but  they  embraced  their  comrades  as  they  saw 
them  advancing;  clasped  their  hands;  pressed  them  to 
their  bosoms  with  their  shields;  placed  them  by  Otho's 
side;  repeated  the  military  oath,^  and  administered  it  to  all. 
They  recommended  the  prince  of  their  own  choice  to  the 
affections  of  the  men,  and  the  men,  in  their  turn,  to  the 
&vour  of  the  prince.  Otho,  on  his  part,  omitted  nothing; 
he  paid  his  court  to  the  rabble  with  his  hands  outstretched, 

1  Suetoniua  says,  Galba  put  on  his  breastplate,  obeerving  at  the 
same  time,  that  it  would  be  a  poor  defence  against  so  many  sword& 
(Life  of  Galba^  s.  19.)  Plutarch  relates  that  the  soldier,  being  asked  by 
Galba,  Who  gave  him  orders  ?  had  the  spirit  to  answer,  "  My  oath  and 
my  duty." 

^  In  every  Bomaa  cunp  the  statue  of  the  emperor  was  placed  in  iha 
tribunal,  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  general     See  Annals,  xv.  29. 

'  The  form  of  the  military  oath  was  as  follows :  ''  Jurant  milites, 
omnia  se  strenue  fiictmros,  quss  praeceperit  imperator;  nunquam  de- 
MTturoB  Tnilitiam,  nee  mortem  recusatnroe  pro  Romana  republioik*— 
Yigqtinflk  libu  iL  5^        . 
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flcattering  kiusseg  in  profuaieny  aiid»  in  ordec  to  be  emperor, 
crouchitig  like  a  slave.  After  the  marine  legion  had 
taken  the  oath  of  fidelity,  Otho,  now  confident  in  his 
power,  as  he  had  hitherto  inoited  the  soldiers  nuut  by  man, 
jndged  it  right  to  ammate  them  in  a  body,  and,  taking 
his  station  on  the  rampart  of  the  oamp,  qpoke  to  the  follow<- 
ingefi^t: — 

37.  ''  In  what  character  I  now  address  you  I  am  miable  to 
dedare:  a  priyate  man  I  cannot  call  mysel:^  for  you  have 
bestowed  upon  me  the  title  of  prince :  nor  can  I  style  myself 
a  prince,  while  another  is  still  in  possession  of  the  soyereign 
power.  In  what  description  you  yoursdves  are  to  be  classed, 
is  to  me  matter  of  doubt;  and  must  remain  so,  till  the 
question  is  decided.  Whether  you  haye  in  your  camp  the 
emperor  of  Bome,  or  a  public  en^ny  f  Hear  ye  how  the 
same  voice  that  demands  vengeance  on  me,  calls  for  your 
destruction  ?  so  evident  is  it  that  we  can  neither  die  nor  live 
otherwise  than  together.  Such  is  the  humanity  of  Gaiba, 
perhaps  he  has  ahmdy  pronounced  our  doom;  since,  without 
a  request,  of  his  own  free  will,  he  could  consign  to  the  sword 
so  many  thousand  innocent  soldiers.  My  heart  recoils  with 
horror,  when  I  reflect  on  the  disastrous  day  on  which  he 
made  his  public  entry  into  the  city ;  and  on  that  his  only 
victory,  when,  after  receiving  the  submission  of  the  suppliant 
soldiers,  he  ordered  the  whole  body  to  be  decimated  in  the 
view  of  the  people.  Under  these  auspices  he  entered  the 
city  of  Bome; — and  what  has  been  since  the  glory  of  his 
reign  I  Ob\iltromus  Sabinus  and  GomeUus  Mturcellus  have 
been  murdered  in  Spain;  Betuus  Chile  in  €raul;  Fonteios 
Gaptto  in  Germany;  and  Clodius  Macer  in  Afiica.  Add  to 
th^  Gingonius  Varro,  butchered  on  his  march,  Turpilianus 
in  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  Nymphidius  in  the  camp.  Is 
there  a  province,  is  there  in  any  part  of  the  empire  a  single 
camp,  which  he  has  not  defiled  with  blood, — or,  as  he  will 
tell  you,  reformed  and  amended  ?  What  aU  good  men  call  a 
deed  of  barbarity,  passes  with  him  for  a  correction  of  abases; 
while  imder  specious  names  he  confounds  the  nature  of 
things:  calls  cruelty  justice,  avarice  economy,  and  massacre 
military  discipline.  Since  the  death,  of  Nero  not  more  tbm 
seven  months  have  elapsed;  and  in  that  time,  loelus,  his 
fieedman,  has  amassed  by  plunder  more  enj(»mous  wealth 
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than  the  Polycleti,  the  Vatinii,  the  Helii,'  were  ahle  to  do. 
EVen  Titus  Vinius,^  if  he  had  seized  the  empire,  would  not 
Lave  oppressed  us  with  such  rapacity,  such  wanton  barbarity. 
As  it  is,  he  at  once  tramples  upon  us  as  his  own  subjects,  and 
pours  scorn  upon  us  as  though  we  were  another's.  His  house 
«lone  contains  wealth  sufficient  to  dischai^e  the  donative 
which  is  never  forthcoming,  and  is  daily  cast  in  your  teeth. 

38.  "  And  that  you  might  despair  of  improvement  undei* 
the  successor  even  of  Galba,  he  has  recalled  from  banishment 
a  man,  in  his  temper  dark  and  gloomy,  hardened  in  avarice, 
whom  he  judged  the  counterpart  of  himself.  You  remember, 
my  fellow-soldiers,  the  day  on  which  that  adoption  was 
made — ^a  day  deformed  with  storms  and  tetnpests,  when  the 
warring  elements  announced  the  awfiil  displeasure  of  the 
gods.  The  senate  and  the  people  are  now  of  one  mind.  They 
depend  upon  your  valour.  It  is  your  generous  ardour  that 
must  give  vigour  to  our  honourable  enterprise.  Without 
your  aid  the  best  designs  must  prove  abortive.  It  is  not  to  a 
war,  nor  even  to  danger,  that  I  am  now  to  conduct  you  :  the 
armies  of  Eome  are  on  our  side.  The  single  cohort  remaining 
with  Galba  is  composed  of  citizens,  hot  of  soldiers ;  and  they 
do  not  stand  forth  in  his  defence, — ^they  detain  him  as  their 
prisoner.  When  they  see  you  advancing  in  firm  array,  when 
my  signal  is  given,  the  only  struggle  wiU  be,  who  may  charge 
my  gratitude  with  the  heaviest  debt.  There  is  no  place  for 
delay  in  a  project  which  cannot  be  applauded  unless  it  be 
gone  through  with  successfully.'*  He  then  ordered  the  maga- 
ssine  of  arms  to  be  thrown  open.  The  soldiers  seized  their 
weapons;  they  paid  no  regard  to  military  rules;  no  dis- 
tinction was  observed;  the  prsetorians,  the  legions,  and  the 
auxiliaries  crowded  together,  and  shields  and  helmets  were 
snatched  up  in  a  tumultuary  manner.  No  tribune,  no  cen* 
turion,  gave  orders.  Each  man  was  his  own  commanding- 
officer  and  enoourager;  while  the  most  abandoned  drew  theit 
\  principal  incitement  from  the  grief  that  overwhelmed  the 
I  good. 

^  PolydetuB,  Vatiniufi,  HeUiu,  and  Halotus,  were  favourite  freed* 
men,  who  rose  to  wealth  and  honours  in  the  reign  of  Nero.  For  more 
of  HalotuB,  see  Suet  Life  of  Qalba»  &  15. 

'  Vinius  alone  had  amassed  riches  enough  to  discharge  the  donative 
which  had  been  promised  to  the  soldiers  by  NymphidiuSi  in  the  namo 
of  Qalba,  but  which  was  still  withheld* 
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39.  The  number  of  the  rebels  increasing  every  moment, 
and  their  noise  and  clamour  reaching  the  city  of  Rome,  Piso, 
in  a  state  of  alarm,  met  Galba,  who  had  left  ^e  palace,  on  his 
way  to  the  forum.  Marius  Celsus  had  now  brought  unfa- 
vourable tidings.  Some  advised  the  emperor  to  return  to  his 
palace ;  others  were  for  taking  possession  of  the  Capitol ;  and 
the  major  part  for  proceeding  directly  to  the  rostra.  Num- 
bers gave  their  advice,  for  no  better  reason  than  to  oppose 
the  opinions  of  others;  and,  as  usually  happens  in  unfor- 
tunate projects,  those  steps  were  deemed  best  the  opportunity 
for  which  had  elapsed.  We  are  told  that  Laco,  without  the 
pri-nty  of  Galb%  formed  a  design  against  the  life  of  Vinius. 
The  murder  of  that  minister,  he  thought,  would  appease  the 
fury  of  the  soldiers ;  or  it  may  be  that  he  suspected  trea- 
chery, and  thought  him  joined  in  a  secret  league  with  Otho  t 
in  fine,  perhaps  his  own  malice  was  the  motive.  The  incon- 
venience of  the  time  and  place  made  him  hesitate :  the  sword 
once  drawn,  it  is  difficult  to  check  the  carnage.  Messengers 
arriving  every  moment,  and  the  desertion  of  friends,  increased 
the  consternation ;  and  the  zeal  of  all  those  who  at  first  were 
so  forward  in  vaunting  their  fidelity  and  courage  now  waxed 
cold. 

40,  Galba,  meanwhile,  was  borne  in  various  direction^ 
according  as  the  waving  multitude  impelled  him.  •  The 
temples,  and  great  halls  round  the  forum,  were  filled  with 
crowds  of  sorrowing  spectators.  A  deep  and  sullen  silence 
prevailed :  the  very  rabble  was  hushed :  amassement  sat 
on  every  face.  Their  eyes  watched  every  motion,  and  their 
ears  caught  every  sound.  It  was  not  a  tumult — it  was  not 
the  stillness  of  peace,  but  the  silence  of  terrible  anticipa- 
tion and  high-wrought  resentment.  Otho,  however,  received 
intelligence  that  the  populace  had  recourse  to  arms,  and 
thereupon  ordered  his  troops  to  push  forward  with  rapidity, 
and  prevent  the  impending  danger.  At  his  command  the 
Roman  soldiers,  as  if  marching  to  dethrone  an  eastern  mon- 
arch, a  Vologeses,  or  a  Pacorus,  and  not  their  own  lawful 
sovereign,  advanced  with  impetuous  fury  to  imbrue  their' 
hands  in  the  blood  of  an  old  man,  defenceless  and  unarmed* 
They  entered  the  city — ^they  dispersed  the  common  people — 
trampled  the  senate  under  foot — with  swords  drawn,  and 
horses  at  full  speed,  they  bui-st  into  the  forum.    The- sight  of 
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the  Capitol,  the  4saiictity  of  tiie  temples  that  OTvrirang  it,  the 
majesty  of  former  princes,  and  of  those  who  were  to  succeed, 
deterred  them  not  from  committing  a  detestable  parricide, 

fSore  to  be  pumabed  by  the  prince  that  succeeds  to  the 

'  sovereign  power,  be  he  who  he  may. 

41.  The  pnetorians  no  sooner  appeared  in  sight,  than  the 
standard-bearer  of  the  oojiort  still  remaining  with  Galba  (his 
name,  we  ate  told,  was  Atilius  Vergilio)  tore  off  the  image  of 
Galba,  and  dashed  it  on  the  ground :  that  signal  given,  the 
soldiers,  with  one  voice,  declared  for  Otho.  The  people  fled 
in  consternation :  such  as  hesitated  were  attacked  sword  in 
hand.  The  men  who  carried  Galba  in  a  litter,  in  their  fright, 
let  him  £Edl  to  the  ground  near  the  Curtian  lake.^  His  last 
words,  according  as  men  admired  or  hated  him,  have  been 
variously  reported.  According  to  some,  he  asked,  in  a  sup- 
pliant tone,  What  harm  he  had  done  1  and  prayed  for  a  few 
days,  that  he  might  discharge  the  donative  due  to  the 
soldiers.  Others  assure  us,  that  he  promptly  presented  his 
neck  to  the  assassin's  stroke,  and  said  with  a  firm  voice, 
"  Strike,  if  the  good  of  the  commonwealth  requires  it.**  To 
rufiSians  thii*sting  for  blood,  no  matter  what  he  said.  By  what 
hand  the  blow  was  given,  cannot  now  be  known ;  some 
impute  it  to  Terentius,  a  resumed  veteran ;  others  to  Leca- 
nius  :  a  still  more  general  tradition  states,  that  Camurius,  a 
common  soldier  of  the  fifteenth  legion,  killed  him  by  cutting 
his  throat,  with  his  sword  pressed  against  it  The  rest  tore 
his  legs  and  arms  with  brutal  rage,  for  his  breast  was  covered 
with  armour;  and  many  woimds  were  inflicted,  in  a  savage 
and  ferocious  spirit^  upon  the  body  as  it  lay  headless. 

42.  Titus  Vinius  was  the  next  victim.  The  manner  in 
which  he  met  his  &te  is  likewise  left  uncertain — ^whether,  on 
the  first  assault,  his  utteranoe  was  suppressed  by  fear,  or 
whether  he  had  power  to  call  out,  that  Otho  had  given  no 
orders  against  his  life.  Those  words,  if  really  spoken,  might 
be  an  effort  of  pusillanimity  to  save  his  life,  or  they  were  the 
confession  of  a  man  who  was  actually  an  accomplice  in  the 
conspiracy.  His  life  and  manners  leave  no  room  to  doubt 
but  he  was  capable  of  joinii^  in  a  parricide,  of  whidi  his  own 
administration  was  the  principal  cause.     He  fell  before  the 

^  This  was  in  the  forum,  near  the  roiitn.  For  ChJba's  death  .aiid 
ftmenl,  see  Suetoziiafl^  life  of  Gkdba,  s.  20. 
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tanple  of  J-ulms,  fay  a  voimd  in  the  joint  of  his  knee ;  and  as 
he  lay,  he  waa  inm  through  the  body  by  Julius  Cams,  a 
legionary  fioldier. 

43.  The  agse  foehdd  on  that  day  a  splendid  example  of 
oourage  and  fidelity,  in  the  conduct  of  Sempronius  Bensus,  a 
oenturion  of  the  pnetorian  cdiort  Having  been  ordered  by 
Galba  to  join  the  guard  that  esccarted  Piso,  he  no  sooner  saw 
a  hand  of  armed  assassins^  than  he  advanoed  to  oppose  their 
fory,  brandishing  his  poniard,  and  exclaiming  against  the  hor- 
rible deed.  By  drawing  the  attention  of  the  murderers  upon 
himself  at  one  moment  with  his  Toioe,  at  another  with  his  hand, 
he  gave  Piso,  wounded  as  he  was,  an  opportunity  of  making 
has  escape.  Piso  reached  the  tem|de  of  Vesta,  wh^^e  a  slave  of 
^ke  state,  touched  with  compassion,  conducted  him  to  his  own 
private  apartment.  Piso  lay  concealed  for  some  time,  not  in- 
debted to  the  sanctity  of  the  templ^,  nor  to  the  rights  of  reh* 
gion,  but  sheltered  by  the  obscurity  of  the  place  from  the  de- 
struction that  threatened  him.  At  length,  Sulpicius  Florus, 
who  belonged  to  a  British  cohort,  and  had  be^i  made  by  Cralba 
a  citizen  of  Home,  and  Statius  Mai^ua,  a  prsstorian  soldier, 
airived  in  quest  of  him  by  Otho's  special  order.  By  these 
two  men  he  was  dragged  to  the  vestibule  of  the  temple,  where, 
under  repeated  blows,  he  breathed  his  last. 

44.  No  murder,  we  are  told,  gave  so  mudi  8atis£a«ction  to 
Otho,^  nor  was  there,  annrng  the  heads  cut  off,  one  on  whiidi 
he  gazed  with  such  insatiable  delight.  Whether  it  was  that 
by  fhis  event  he  first  felt  himself  relieved  &om  all  appre- 
hensions, and  his  mind  could  admit  sensations  of  joy,  or  that 
the  &te  of  Galba,  bringing  to  his  thoughts  an  idea  of  majesty 
fiJlen  from  a  state  of  elevation,  and  the  death  of  Yinius, 
awaking  the  memory  of  an  early  fi-iendship,  had  caused  his 
heart,  though  mthlejss,  to  melt  at  the  mournful  image  they 
presented.  When  Piso  fell,  an  enemy  and  a  rival  expired; 
and  he  thought  it  just  and  reasonable  to  exult  in  the  event. 
The  three  h^ds  were  fixed  on  poles,  and  carried  about  amidst 
the  ensigns  of  the  cohorts,  by  the  side  of  the  eagle  of  the 
legioiL     A  band  of  soldiers  followed,  stretching  forth  their 

*  On  seeing  the  head  of  Galba,  Otho  cried  out,  **  Tbhs  is  nothing, 
my  fellow-soldiers :  bziog  me  the  head  of  Piso."    See  Plutarch,  Life  of 
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hands  reeking  with  blood,  and  hoasting  aloud  that  they  gave 
the  mortal  wounds,  or  liat  they  were  present  aiding  and 
abetting;  all,  with  truth  or  lalsehood,  claiming  the  honour  of 
an  atrocious  deed.  No  less  than  one  himdred  and  twenty 
memorials,  presented  on  this  occasion,  by  persons  who  claimed 
the  reward  of  crimes  committed  on  that  day,  were  afterwards 
found  by  Vitellius ;  and  the  several  authors,  after  diligent 
search  made  by  his  orders,  were  punished  with  death,  not 
from  motives  of  regard  for  the  memory  of  Galba,  but  with 
the  usual  policy  of  princes,  as  a  security  for  the  present,  and 
as  a  warning  of  future  vengeance. 

A5,  Another  senate  and  another  people  seemed  now  to  be 
in  possession  of  Rome.  All  pressed  forward  to  the  camp. 
•Every  man  endeavoured  to  distance  those  near  him,  and 
strive  with  those  before  him.  They  reviled  Galba,  and  ap- 
plauded the  judgment  of  the  soldiers.  They  kissed  the  hand 
of  Otho,  and,  in  proportion  to  their  want  of  siticerity,  the 
more  they  multiplied  their  compliments.  Otho  was  not  defi- 
cient in  his  attention  to  each  severally;  taking  care,  by  his 
looks  and  actions,  to  restrain  the  ferocious  spirit  of  the 
soldiers,  who  seemed  to  threaten  further  mischief.  Marina 
Celsus,  the  consul  elect,  was  the  object  of  their  vengeance. 
He  had  been  the  friend  of  Galba,  and  in  the  last  extremity 
continued  faithful  to  that  unhappy  prince.  His  talents  and 
integrity  gave  offence  to  them,  as  though  they  were  noxious 
quafities.  They  demanded  his  immediate  execution.  Their 
views  were  appai-ent.  The  best  and  ablest  men  in  Rome 
were  doomed  to  destruction  by  them.  But  Otho's  authority, 
though  sufficient  to  command  the  perpetration  of  crimes,  was 
not  yet  adequate  to  prohibiting  tiiem.  In  pretended  fury 
he  ordered  Celsus  to  be  loaded  with  irons,  as  a  man  reserved 
for  heavier  punishment,  and  by  that  stratagem  saved  hirrx 
from  immediate  destruction. 

46.  From  this  time  the  soldiers  had  everything  their  own 
way.  The  praetorians  chose  their  own  prsefectj  namely, 
Plotius  Firmus,  formerly  a  common  soldier,  raised  afterwards 
to  the  command  of  the  night-guard,  and,  even  during  the  life 
of  Galba,  a  partisan  of  O^o's.  To  him  they  added  Licinlus 
Proculus,  a  man  who,,  living  in  intimacy  with  Otho,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  an  accomplice  in  his  designs.     As  governor  of 
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Rome  they  named  Flavius  Sabinus,^  m  accordance  with  the 
judgment  of  Nero,  who  had  committed  to  him  the  same 
cha^e.  The  majority  meant  it  as  a  compliment  to  Vespasian, 
his  brother.  Their  next  object  was  to  abolish  the  fees  exacted 
by  the  centnrions  for  occasional  exemptions  from  duty,  and 
for  leave  of  absence ;  for  they  were  an  anniial  tribute  out  of 
the  pockets  of  common  men.  A  fourth  part  of  every  com- 
pany was  rambling  about  the  country,  or  loitering  in  the  very 
camp,  provided  the  centurion  received  his  perquisites.  Nor 
was  the  soldier  solicitous  about  the  price:  he  purchased  a 
right  to  be  idle,  and  the  means  by  which  he  enabled  himself 
to  defray  the  expense  gave  him  no  kind  of  scruple.  By  theft, 
by  robbery,  and  by  servile  employments,  he  gained  enough  to 
purchase  an  exemption  from  military  duties.  Then,  whoever 
had  hoarded  up  a  little  money,  was,  for  that  reason,  harassed 
with  labour  and  severity,  till  he  purchased  an  exemption.  By 
these  extortioiis  the  soldier  was  impoverished,  his  industry 
moreover  relaxed,  and  he  returned  to  the  camp  poor  instead  of 
rich,  and  lazy  instead  of  active.  And  so  again  another  and  ^ 
another  had  his  principles  corrupted  by  poverty  and  irre-' 
gularities  similarly  induced,  whence  they  fell  rapidly  into  sedi-^ 
tion  and  dissension,  and  lastly  into  civil  war.  To  remedy  ther 
mischief,  and,  at  the  same  time,  not  to  alienate  the  minds  of 
the  centurions,  by  giving  up  these  fees  as  a  bounty  to  the 
common  soldiers,  Otho  undertook  to  pay  an  annual  equiva- 
lent to  the  officers  out  of  his  own  revenue.  This  reform  was, 
no  doubt,  both  wise  and  just.  Good  princes  adopted  it  after- 
wards, and  made  it  a  settled  rule  in  the  military  system.  • 
Laco,  the  late  commander  of  the  prcetorians,  was  condemned 
to  an  island,  there,  as  was  given  out,  to  pass  the  remainder  of 
his  days;  but  a  veteran  soldier,  whom  Otho  had  despatched 
for  the  pmrpose,  put  an  end  to  his  life.  Martianus  Icelus, 
being  of  no  higher  rank  than  that  of  a  manumitted  slave, 
was  publicly  executed. 

47.  After  a  day  spent  in  guilt  and  carnage,  the  joy  that 
succeeded  completed  the  climax  of  abominations.   The  praetor 

*  Flavius  SabinuB  had  .been  appointed  prefect  of  the  city  by  Nero. 
The  Boldlen  loved  the  vices  of  the  former  reign,  and  for  that  reason 
ecmiinaed  Sabinus  in  the  same  office.  See  below,  ii.  74,  75;  and  Suet. 
Idfe  of  Vespasian,  s.  1. 

TAC. — ^VOL,  11.  D 


34  THE  HI8T0BT.  [b.  t 

of  the'  city  summoned  the  senate.^  The  magifitraies  emulated 
each  other  in  adulation.  The  fathers  assemhled  without 
delay.  The  tribunitian  power,  the  name  of  Augustus,  and  all 
imperial  honours  ei\joyed  by  former  princes,  w^e  by  a  decree 
granted  to  Otbo ;  while  all  strove  to  obliterate  the  effects  of 
reproaches  and  invectives,  which,  as  they  were  uttered  at 
random,  were  not  supposed  by  any  one  to  have  sunk^  deep 
into  his  heart.  Whether  Otho  would  have  passed  over  those 
reflections,  or  stored  them  in  his  memory  for  future  occasions, 
the  shortness  o)  his  reign  has  left  undecided.  He  was  ccm* 
veyed  in  triumph  to  the  Capitol,  and  thence  to  the  imperial 
palace.  In  his. way  he  saw  the  forum  discoloured  with  blood, 
and  heaps  of  slaughtered  citizens  lying  round  him.  He 
granted  leave  to  remove  the  dead  bodies,  and  to  perform  the 
rites  of  sepulture.  The  remains  of  Piso  were  buried  by  his 
I  wife,  Yerania,'  and  Scribonianus,  his  brother.  The  last  duty 
\to  Titus  Vinius  was  performed  by  his  daughter  Cnspina.' 
\Their  heads,  which  the  murderers  had  reserved  for  sale,  were 
pund  and  redeemed. 

48.  Piso  had  well-nigh  completed  the  thirty-first  year  of 
his  age;  higher  in  the  esteem  of  the  public  than  in  the  favour 
of  fortune.  Two  of  his  brothers  suffered  a  violent  death; 
Magnus,  by  the  command  of  Claudius,  and  Crassus,  of  Nero. 
An  outlaw  for  some  years,  and  four  days  a  prince ;  by  the 
hurried  adoption  of  Galba,  he  was  raised  above  his  elder 
brother,  only  to  be  murdered  first.  Titus  Yinius  had  reached 
the  age  of  fifty-seven;  a  man  of  unsettled  principle,  axui 
various  manners.  His  &ther  was  of  a  prsetorian  family;  his 
grand&ther,  by  the  maternal  line,  was  among  the  number 
proscribed  by  the  triumvirate.  His  first  campaign,  under 
Galvisius  Sabinus,^  was  marked  with  disgrace.     The  wife  of  * 

^  The  two  consuls,  Galba  and  Vinius,  being  cut  off,  the  power  of 
convening  the  senate  devolved  to  the  city  prs&tor.  See  Cicero's  £pist^ 
lib.  X.  epist.  12. 

'  For  Yerania,  see  Pliny,  lib.  IL  epist.  20. 

^  Crispina  bought  her  father's  head  at  a  great  price  from  the  asaas^ 
sins.     Plutarch,  Life  of  Galba. 

*  Calvisius  Sabinus,  mentioned  in  this  place,  was  probably  the  person 

who,  in  Caligula's  reign,  commanded  in  Pannonia,  and,  on  Ms  return  to 

Bome,  was  compelled  to  end  his  days,  A.IX  S9.    His  wife,  Cornelia^ 

almost  redeemed  her  character  in  the  last  act  of  her  li£»,  by  perishing 

;  with  her  husband. 
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Sabinus,  prompted  by  vicious  curiosify,  went  by  nigbt,  in  tbe 
dress  of  a  soldier,  to  view  the  site  and  disposition  of  tbe  camp. 
In  her  frolic,  she  went  round  to  visit  the  sentinels,  and  the 
posts  and  stations  of  the  army.  Arriving  at  length  at  the 
place  where  the  eagles  were  deposited,  she  did  not  scruple  to 
commit  the  act  of  adultery  on  that  sacred  spot  Vinius  was  / 
charged  as  her  accomplice,  and,  by  order  of  Caligula,  loaded  1 
with  irons.  By  the  revolution  which  soon  after  happened,  he/ 
r^ained  his  liberty,  and  from  that  time  rose  to  honours.  He 
discharged  the  office  of  pmtor,  and  afterwards  commanded  a 
legion,  friee  from  reproach.  His  name,  however,  was  soon 
after  branded  with  a  crime  of  the  meanest  character.  Being 
a  guest  at  the  table  of  Claudius,  he  was  charged  with  pilfering 
a  golden  goblet.  On  liie  following  day  that  emperor  gave 
orders  that  he  alone  of  the  whole  party  should  be  served  with 
earthenware.  Notwithstanding,  as  proconsul  of  Narbon 
Gaul,  he  acquitted  himself  in  his  administration  with  gravity 
and  integrity.  Soon  after,  the  friendship  of  Galba  drew  him 
into  dangerous  courses.  He  was  at  once  bold  and  subtle,  of 
an  enterprising  genius,  and,  according  as  he  set  his  mind  upon 
it,  he  could  work  mischief^  or  apply  himself  to  honest  pursuits, 
with  equal  ardour  and  energy.  His  last  will,  on  account  of 
ids  immoderate  wealth,  was  declared  null  and  void.  That  of 
FSso  was  confirmed  by  reason  of  his  poverty. 

49.  Galba's  body  lay  neglected  for  a  long  time,  and,  under 
licence  of  the  night,  was  molested  by  numberless  indignitiesL 
It  was  at  length  conveyed  by  Argius,  his  former  slave  and 
steward,  to  the  private  gardens  of  his  master,  and  there  de* 
posated  in  an  humble  manner.  His  mangled  head  w&s  fixed 
on  a  pole  by  the  rabble  of  the  camp,  near  the  tomb  of  Pfttro- 
bius,  a  dave  manumitted  by  Nero,  and  by  Galba  put  to  death. 
There  it  was  found  the  foUowing  day,  and  added  to  the  ashes 
of  the  body.  Such  was  the  end  of  ^rvius  Galba,  in  the 
seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  He  had,  during  the  reign  of 
five  princes,  enjoyed  a  series  of  |Mrosperity,  happier  as  a  private 
oitiaen  than  a  prince.  He  was  descended  frt)m  a  long  line  of 
aneestors.  His  wealth  was  great;  his  talents  not  above 
mediocrity.  Free  from  vice,  he  cannot  be  celebrated  for  his 
virtues  He  knew  the  value  of  fame,  yet  was  neither  arrogant 
nor  vainglorious.  Without  rapacity,  he  was  an  economist  of 
his  own,  and  of  the  public  treasure  careful  to  a  degree  of 

d2 
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avarice.  To  his  friends  and  freedmen,  when  his  choice  was 
happily  made,  his  passive  submission  was  unobnoxious  to 
censure ;  but  when  bad  men  surrounded  him,  his  blindness 
bordered  on  criminality.  The  splendour  of  his  birth,  and  the 
dangerous  character  of  the  times,  formed  a  pretext  for  giving 
the  appellation  of  wisdom  to  what  in  fact  was  sheer  indolence. 
In  the  vigour  of  his  days,  he  served  with  honour  in  Germany; 
as  proconsul  of  Africa,  he  governed  with  moderation ;  and 
Hither  Spain,  when  he  was  advanced  in  years,  was  adminis- 
tered with  similar  equity.  While  a  private  citizen,  his  merit 
was  thought  superior  to  his  rank ;  and  the  su£Grage8  of  man- 
kind would  have  pronounced  him  worthy  of  empire,  had  he 
never  made  the  experiment. 

50.  While  Home  was  shuddering  at  the  late  dreadful  car- 
nage, and,  from  the  well-known  vices  of  Otho*s  nature,  men 
were  in  dread  of  worse  evils  still  to  come,  despatches  from 
Germany  brought  an  account  of  new  calamities.  InteUigencc 
of  the  revolt  of  Vitellius  arrived  before  the  death  of  Galba, 
but  was  suppressed,  that  the  sedition  on  the  Upper  Bhine 
might  be  thought  the  only  mischief.  Then  not  only  the 
senators  and  Boman  knights,  who  had  still  some  shadow  of 
authority,  but  the  populace,  mourned  to  see  two  men  of  the 
most  pernicious  characters,  enervated  by  luxury,  and  aban- 
doned to  every  vice,  chosen  by  some  fatality  to  ruin  the 
commonwealth.  The  examples  of  atrocities  committed,  dming 
the  late  sanguinary  period  of  peace,  were  no  longer  the  objects 
that  employed  the  public  mind;  but  the  civil  wars  were  re- 
called to  memory :  they  talked  of  Bome,  so  often  captured  by 
her  own  armies;  Italy  laid  waste;  the  provinces  plundered; 
of  Pharsalia,  Philippi,  Modena,  and  Ferusia,^  places  memorable 
for  public  disasters.  "  When  the  struggle,"  it  was  observed, 
"  lay  between  men  of  illustrious  character,  by  their  conten- 
tions for  empire  the  state  was  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 
But  even  then,  under  Julius  Caesar,  the  empire  still  survived. 
It  survived  under  the  victorious  Augustus.  Under  Pompey 
and  Brutus,  had  their  arms  prevailed,  the  repubhc  would  have 
been  once  more  established.  Otho  and  Vitellius  are  now  the 
competitors :  for  which  of  them  shall  the  people  orowd  the 

*  The  battie  of  Pharsalia  was  fought  RC.  48;  that  of  Mutina,  between 
Mark  Antony  and  the  cons\ils  Hirtius  and  Pansa,  B.C.  48 ;  of  Philippi, 
B.  c.  42 ;  and  the  siege  of  Perusia,  B.  c.  40. 
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temples?  prayers  for  either  "were  Impious  vows,  an  abomina- 
tion, since,  in  a  war  between  two  detestable  rivals,  he  who  con- 
quers will  be  armed  with  power  to  commit  still  greater  crimes, 
and  prove  himself  the  worst."  Some  looked  forward  in  a 
prophetic  spirit  to  Vespasian,  and  the  armies  in  the  East. 
Vespasian,  they  agreed,  was  in  every  respect  superior  to  the 
two  chie£S  who  now  convulsed  the  state,  but  dreaded  another 
war,  and  an  additional  series  of  calamities.  Vespasian's, 
character  too  was  equivocal:^  and  certainly  he  was  the  only 
prince,  down  to  his  time,  who  reformed  his  life. 

51.  That  the  revolt  under  Vitellius  maybe  seen  in  its  true 
light,  I  will  set  forth  its  origin,  and  the  causes  that  produced 
it.  After  the  defeat  and  death  of  Julius  Vindex,  and  the 
ront  of  his  armies,  the  legions,  enriched  with  booty  and 
wanton  with  success,  having  without  fatigue  or  danger  closed 
a  lucrative  war,  preferred  hostilities  to  inaction,  plunder  to 
pay.  They  had  long  endured  the  hardships  of  a  rigorous  ser- 
vice in  a  bleak  climate  and  a  desolate  country,  where  discipline 
was  enforced  with  strict  severity.  But  that  discipline  which  J 
is  cultivated  with  relentless  rigour  in  peace,  they  knew  would  .  ^ 
be  relaxed  by  civil  discord,  where  both  sides  encourage  licen-  ^ 
tiousness,  and  perfidy  goes  unpunished.  They  were  abun- 
dantly provided  with  arms  and  horses,  both  for  parade  and 
service ;  but  before  the  late  war  in  Gaul,  they  knew  only  the 
companies  and  troops  of  hoi-se  to  which  they  belonged ;  and 
the  boundaries  of  the  provinces  kept  the  several  armies  dis- 
tinct and  separate.  The  legion  being  then  drawn  together  to 
make  head  against  Viudex,  they  felt  their  own  strength,  and 
that  of  Gaul;  wanted  to  renew  the  war,  and  stir  up  fresh 
troubles.  They  no  longer  treated  the  Gauls  as  their  allies 
and  friends,  but  as  enemies,,  and  a  vanquished  people.  In 
these  sentiments  they  were  joined  by  the  Gauls  who  dwelt  on 
the  borders  of  the  Khine.  This  people  had  taken  up  arms 
against  Vindex  and  his  allies,  whom,  since  the  death  of  that 
chief,  they  in  disdain  of  him  called  the  Galbian  Faction ;  and 
now  by  every  artifice  they  instigated  a  war  between  the 
Romans  and  their  countrymen.  The  Sequanians,  the  iEduans, 
and  other  states,  accordmg  to  their  opulence,  were  the  chief 

*  Vespasian,  in  the  reign  of  Caligula,  was  a  time-serving  flatterer ; 
and,  being  afterwards  overwhelmed  with  debts,  was  a  man  of  equivocal 
character.    Suetonius,  Life  of  Vespasian,  s.  2---4. 
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objects  of  resentment.  The  soldiers  anticipated  with  eager 
delight  towns  stormed,  the  plunder  of  houses^  and  the  desola- 
tion of , the  country.  In  addition  to  their  arrogance  and 
avarice,  the  never-failing  vices  of  the  strongest,  they  were  ex- 
asperated by  the  froward  insolence  with  which  the  Gauls 
boasted,  that,  in  contempt  of  th0  legions,  they  had  obtained 
frpm  Galba  a  remission  of  one-fourth  of  their  tribute,  and  an 
extension  of  their  territory.  To  these  incentives  was  added 
a  report,  artfully  thrown  out  and  readily  believed,  that  the 
legions  were  to  be  decimated,  and  the  best  and  bravest  of 
the  centurions  to  be  dismissed.  Tidings  of  an  alarming 
nature  arrived  from  every  quarter,  and  rumours  of  a  dis- 
astrous character  from  the  city  of  Borne.  The  people  of 
Lyons,  still  &ithful  to  the  memory  of  Nero,  and  the  avowed 
enemies  of  Galba,  formed  a  fertile  source  of  rumours :  but  the 
camp  was  the  magazine  of  news,  where  invention  framed  the 
lie  of  the  day,  and  wedtdity  stood  ready  to  receive  it ;  where 
malice  and  fear  prevailed;  and  where,  when  they  viewed  their 
own  numbers,  all  apprehension  of  danger  vanished. 

52.  It  was  near  the  calends  of  December  in  the  preceding 
year  when  Aulus  Vitellius  first  appeared  in  the  Lower  Ger- 
many. He  made  it  his  business  to  review  the  legions  in  their 
winter-quarters;  he  rest;ored  several  ofl&oers  who  had  been 
degraded,  and  relieved  others  from  disgrace  and  ignominy :  in 
some  instances  acting  with  justice,  in  others,  with  a  view  to 
his  own  ambition.  To  the  honour  of  his  principles,  he  con- 
demned the  sordid  avarice  with  which  Fonteius  Oapito 
granted  or  refused  rank  in  the  army.  He  appeared  in  this  to 
exceed  the  powers  usually  vested  in  consular  generals,  and  to 
be  an  ofiBcer  of  superior  weight  and  authority.  As  reflecting 
men  saw  the  baseness  of  his  motives,'  so  the  profusion,  which, 
without  judgment  or  economy,  lavished  away  in  bounties  all 
his  own  property,  and  squandered  that  of  others,  was  by  his 
sycophants  called  benevolence  and  generosity.  Even  the 
vices  that  sprung  from  lust  of  dominion  were  transformed  into 
so  many  virtues.  In  both  armies  there  were,  no  doubt,  men 
well  disposed  and  moderate;  but  there  were  also  some  restless 
incendiaries.  Alienus  Csdcina  and  Fabius  Valens,  each  the 
commander  of  a  legion,  were  both  remarkable  for  their  avarice, 
and  both  of  a  daring  spirit  Yalens  was  exasperated  against 
^  See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vitellius,  s.  7. 


C  53.]  VITELLIXJfif,   VBRGINIUS,   AND   CiECINA.  39 

Galba,  because,  having  expoeed  the  dilatoriness  of  Yef^nius, 
and  crushed  the  machinations  of  Capito,  he  had  shown  no 
gratitude  for  thoee  services.  He  now,  therefore,  endeavoured 
to  rouse  the  ambition  of  Yitellius :  ^'  The  soldiers/'  he  said, 
**  were  zealous  in  his  service,  and  the  name  of  Yitellius  stood 
in  hi^  esteem  throughout  the  world  From  Hordeonius 
Flaccus  no  opposition  was  to  be  apprehended  Britain  was 
ready  to  declare  against  Galba,  and  the  Geitnan  auxiliaries 
would  follow  their  example.  The  provinces  wavered  in  their 
duty,  and  the  authority  of  the  feeble  old  man  stood  on  a  pre- 
carious  footing,  and  would  soon  be  transferred  to  other  hands. 
He  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  open  his  arms,  and  receive  the 
fiivours  of  fortune.  Yerginius,  indeed,  had  everything  to 
damp  his  resolution.  He  was  of  an  equestrian  family ;  but 
his  Mher  lived  and  died  in  obscurity.  A  man  of  his  cast 
would  have  proved  imequal  to  the  weight  of  empire.  A  private 
station  was  to  him  a  post  of  safety.  A  father  who  had  been 
three  times  consul,  once  in  conjunction  with  the  emperor 
Claudius,  /aid  who,  moreover,  had  discharged  the  office  of 
censor,  imposed  on  Yitellius  the  necessity  of  aspiring  to  the 
imperial  dignity,  and  denied  him  the  security  of  a  private 
station."  By  this  inflammatory  speech  the  phlegmatic  temper 
of  Yit^us  was  moved  to  covet,  rather  than  to  hope  for,  the 
object  set  before  him. 

53.  Meanwhile  Csocina,  who  served  in  the  army  on  the 
Upper  Rhine,  had  drawn  to  himself  the  afiections  of  the  army. 
He  was  young  and  handsome,  tall  and  robust,  with  an  air  of 
dignity  in  his  deportment,  of  winning  eloquence,  and  bound- 
leas  aspirationa  While  a  young  man,  discharging  the  office 
of  qufestor  in  Bietica,  he  promptly  went  over  to  Galba's 
interest,  and  the  emperor,  to  reward  his  zeal,  gave  him  the 
command  of  a  legion  in  Germany;  but  finding,  afterwards, 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  embezzling  the  public  money,  he 
ordered  him  to  be  called  to  a  strict  account.  Csecina  was  not 
of  a  temper  to  submit  with  patience.  He  resolved  to  embroil 
the  state,  and  in  the  general  confusion  throw  a  veil  over  his 
private  dishonour.  The  seeds  of  rebellion  were  ready  sown 
in  the  army.  In  the  war  against  Yindex  they  had  all  taken 
the  field,  and,  till  they  heard  that  Nero  was  no  more,  never 
dedaied  in  favour  of  Galba.  Even  in  that  act  of  submission, 
th^  suffered  the  l^ons  on  the  Lower  Bhine  to  take  the  lead 
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The  Treviri,  the  Lingones,  and  other  states,  which  had  felt  the 
severity  of  Galba's  edicts,  or  had  seen  their  territory  reduced 
to  narrow  limits,  lay  contiguous  to  the  winter-quarters  of  the 
legions.  Hence  frequent  seditious  conferences,  in  which  the 
soldiers  grew  more  corrupt,  by  mixing  with  the  peasants. 
Hence  their  zeal  for  Verginius,  which  might  be  turned  to 
account  by  any  other  leader. 

54.  The  Lingones,  in  token  of  friendship,  had  sent  presents 
to  the  legions,  and,  in  conformity  to  their  ancient  usage,  the 
symbolical  figure  of  two  right  hands  clasping  one  another. 
Their  deputies  appeared  with  the  mien  and  garb  of  affliction. 
They  went  round  the  camp,  in  the  tents,  and  the  place  for 
the  standards  and  eagles,  setting  forth  now  their  own  wrongs, 
and  now  the  favour  and  the  protection  of  Galba  enjoyed  by 
neighbouring  states.  Finding  that  they  were  heard  with 
avidity,  they  inflamed  the  minds  of  the  soldiers  by  sympathis- 
ing in  the  dangers  that  hung  over  them,  and  the  hardships 
under  which  they  laboured.  The  flame  of  sedition  was  ready 
to  break  out,  when  Hordeonius  Flaccus  ordered  ti|B  deputies 
to  depart,  and  in  the  night,  that  it  might.be  less  oBserved.  A 
report  soon  prevailed  that  they  were  all  treacherously  mur- 
dered, and  that,  if  the  soldiers  did  not  instantly  provide  for 

•  their  own  safety,  the  bravest  of  the  army,  and  those  who  had 
complained  of  the  present  state  of  things,  would  be  butchered, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  their 
friends.  A  secret  combination  was  immediately  formed.  Tho 
auxiliaries  entered  into  the  league;  at  first  they  were  suspected 
of  a  design  to  smToxmd  the  legions  with  the  cohorts  and  horse, 
and  put  them  to  the  sword,  but  afterwards  they  eagerly  en- 
gaged in  the  project.  Such  is  the  nature  of  abandoned  minds; 
in  peace  and  profound  tranquillity,  they  seldom  agree;  but  for 

1  seditious  purposes  a  coalition  is  easily  formed. 

55.  The  legions  on  the  Lower  Bhine,  on  the  calends  of 
January,  went  through  the  usual  form  of  swearing  fidelity  to 
Galba;  but  little  alacrity  was  displayed.  In  the  foremost 
ranks  but  few  voices  were  heard,  while  the  rest  remained  in 
silence,  each  man  expecting  the  bold  example  of  his  comrades; 
such  is  the  inherent  weakness  of  human  nature,  men  are  ready 
to  second  what  they  are  slow  to  begin.  A  leaven  of  discordant 
humours  pervaded  the  whole  mass  of  the  army.  The  first  and 
£fth  legions  were  so  outrageous,  that  some  pelted  the  images 
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of  Galba  with  stones.  The  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  abstained 
firom  acts  of  violence,  but  were  clamorous  and  menacing; 
waiting  for  ringleaders  to  begin  the  fray.  In  the  Upper  Ger- 
many, on  the  same  calends  of  January,  the  fourth  and  eighteenth 
le^ons^  quartered  together  in  one  winter-camp,  dashed  the 
images  of  Galba  into  fn^ments.  The  fourth  legion  led  the 
way;  and  the  eighteenth,  after  balancing  for  some  time,  fol- 
lowed their  example.  Unwilling,  however,  to  incur  the 
imputation  of  a  rebellion  against  their  country,  they  agreed 
to  revive  the  antiquated  names  of  the  Senate  and  Boman 
People  in  the  oath  of  fidelity.  Not  one  commander  of  a 
legion,  nor  tribune,  appeared  in  favour  of  Galba;  on  the  con- 
trary, many  of  them,  as  often  happens  in  cases  of  public  confu- 
sion, distinguished  themselves  in  the  tumult.  No  man,  however, 
took  upon  him  to  harangue  the  multitude  from  the  stage ; 
nor  could  the  incendiaries,  as  yet,  tell  in  whose  service  their 
eloquence  was  to  be  employed. 

66.  Hordeonius  Flaccus  beheld  this  scene  of  confusion, 
and,  though  a  consular  commander,  never  once  interposed  to 
restrain  the  violent,  to  secure  the  wavering,  or  to  animate 
the  well-affected.  He  looked  on  tamely  and  timorously;  and 
if  he  avoided  the  imputation  of  guilt,  it  was  because  he  had 
not  spirit  enough  to  act  at  all.  Four  centurions  of  the 
eighteenth  legion,  namely.  Nonius  Receptus,  Donatius  Valens, 
Komilius  Marcellus,  and  Calpumius  Repentinus,  attempted  to 
defend  the  images  of  Galba;  but  the  soldiers  attacked  them 
with  impetuosity,  and  loaded  them  with  fetters.  From  that 
moment  all  fidelity  was  at  an  end.  The  obligation  of  the 
former  oath  was  no  longer  respected.  It  happened  in  this,  as 
in  all  seditions,  the  whole  herd  followed  the  majority.  The 
night  after  the  calends  of  January,  the  eagle-bearer  of  the 
fourth  legion  arrived  at  the  Agrippinian  colony,'  where  Vitel- 
lins  waa  engaged  at  a  banquet,  with  intelligence  that  the 
fourth  and  eighteenth  legions,  having  destroyed  the  images 
of  Galba,  had  taken  a  new  form  of  oath  to  the  senate  and 
Boman  people.  That  oath  was  deemed  a  nullity.  It  was 
judged  proper  to  seize  the  opportunity  that  fortune  offered, 
and,  by  the  nomination  of  an  emperor,  fix  the  wavering 
temper  of  the  legions.  Despatches  were  accordingly  sent  to 
inform  the  army  and  its  commanders  in  the  Lower  Germany, 
^  The  modem  Cologne.    See  Annalfl^  ziL  27,  note. 
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that  the  soldiers  on  the  Upper  Rhine  had  revolted  from 
Galba,  and  that,  by  consequence,  it  remained  for  them  either 
to  march  against  the  rebels,  or,  for  the  sake  of  peace  and 
mutual  concord,  to  create  another  emperor.  In  choosing  for 
themselves  they  would  hazard  little ;  but  indecision  might  be 
dangerous. 

57.  The  winter-quarters  *  of  the  first  legion  were  the  near- 
est :  it  was  commanded  by  Fabius  Yalens,  the  most  prompt 
and  daring  of  all  the  generals.  On  the  following  day,  he  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry  belonging  to  his  own 
legion,  and,  with  a  party  of  the  auxiliaries,  entering  the 
Agrippinian  cx)lony,  saluted  Vitellius  by  the  title  of  emperor. 
The  legions  of  the  province,  with  extraordinary  ardour,  fol- 
lowed his  example;  and  three  days  before  the  nones  oi 
January,  the  legions  in  Vpper  Germany  declared  for  Vitelliua^ 
abandoning  the  plausible  names  of  the  senate  and  the  JEtoman 
peopla  It  now  was  plain  that  they  were  never  in  their  hearts 
devoted  to  a  republic  The  Agrippinian  people,  the  Treveri, 
and  Lingones  were  not  behind  the  armies  in  demonstrations 
of  zeal.  They  offered  a  supply  of  arms  and  horses,  of  me& 
and  money,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  abilities.  Not 
only  the  leading  chiefs,  as  well  in  the  colonies  as  in  the  camp, 
who  had  already  enriched  themselves  by  the  spoils  of  war^ 
and  looked  forward  to  an  accumulation  of  wealth  when  the 
victory  was  obtained,  but  the  body  of  the  army,  the  common 
soldiers,  in  the  place  of  money,  made  a  tender  of  their  travel* 
ling  subsistence,  their  belts,  their  accoutrements,  and  the 
silver  ornaments  of  their  armour ;  all  actuated  by  one  im- 
pulse, by  blind  enthusiasm,  €md  a  thirst  for  gain. 

58.  Vitellius,  after  praising  the  alacrity  of  the  soldiery 
proceeded  to  regulate  the  various  departments  of  public  busi- 
ness. He  transferred  the  offices,  hitherto  granted  to  the 
imperial  freedmen,  to  the  Roman  knights;  and  the  fees 
claimed  by  the  centurions  for  exemption  from  duty,  he 
defrayed  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  prince.  The  fury  of  the 
soldiers,  demanding  vengeance  on  a  number  of  persons,  was 
not  to  be  repressed.  He  yielded  in  many  instances,  and  in 
others  eluded  their  resentment  under  colour  of  reserving  the 
obnoxious  parties  in  chains,  ^ompeius  Propinquus,  the  pro- 
curator of  Belgio  Gaul,  was  put  to  death  on  the  spot;  but 

^  The  first  legion  was  probably  stationed  at  Boxma,  now  Bonn. 
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JnHiis  Burdo,  "wbo  oommanded  the  German  fleet,  he  saved  by 
stratagem.  The  resentment  of  the  army  had  been  kindled 
against  that  officer  as  the  accuser  firsts  and  afterwards  as  the 
murderer,  of  Fonteius  Capito,  whose  memory  was  still  held  in 
respect.  To  pardon  openly  was  not  in  the  power  of  Y itellius : 
he  conld  execute  in  open  day;  but  to  be  merci^I,  he  was 
obliged  to  deceive.  Burdo  remained  in  prison  till  the  victory 
obtained  by  Yitellins  appeased  the  wrath  of  the  soldiers :  he 
tiien  was  set  at  liberty.  In  the  meantime,  Centurio  Cris- 
pinnsy  who  with  his  own  hand  had  shed  the  blood  of  Capito, 
was  presented  to  them  as  an  expiation  of  that  deed.  His 
guilt  was  manifest;  the  soldiers  demanded  his  blood,  and 
Yitellins  thought  a  man  of  that  description  no  kind  of  loss. 

59,  Julius  Civilis  was  the  next  whom  the  army  doomed  to 
destruction ;  but,  being  of  high  rank  and  consequence  among 
the  Batavians,  fear  of  a  rupture  with  that  fierce  and  warlike 
people  saved  his  life.  There  were,  at  that  time,  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Lingones,  eight  Batavian  cohorts,  annexed  at  first 
as  auxiliaries  to  the  fourteenth  legion,  but  separated  in  the 
distraction  of  the  times ;  a  body  of  men,  in  that  juncture,  of 
the  greatest  moment.  It  was  in  their  power  to  turn  the 
scale  in  favour  of  whatever  party  they  espoused.  Nonius, 
Donatius,  Bomilius,  and  Calpurnius,  the  four  centurions 
already  mentioned,  were,  by  order  of  Yitellius,  hurried  to 
execution.  They  had  remained  steady  in  their  duty  to  their 
prince, — ^a  crime  which  men  in  open  rebellion  never  pardon. - 
Valerius  Asiaticus,  the  governor  of  Belgic  Gaul,  to  whom,  in 
a  short  time  after,  Yitellius  gave  his  daughter  in  marriage ; 
and  Junius  Blsesus,  who  presided  in  the  province  of  Lyons, 
and  had  under  his  command  the  Italic  l^ion,^  and  the  body 
of  horse  called  the  Taurinian  cavalry,'  went  over  to  the  party 
of  the  new  emperor.  The  forces  in  Rheetia  were  not  long  in 
suspense,  and  the  legions  in  Britain  declared  without  hesita- 
tion in  favour  of  Yitellius. 

60.  Britain  was  at  that  time  governed  by  Trebellius  Maxi- 
mns,* — a  man,  for  his  avarice  and  sordid  practices,  despised 
and  hated  by  the  army.     Between  him  and  Eoscius  Ceelius, 

>  This  was  the  first  Italic  legion,  raised  by  Nero. 
'  The  Taurinian  squadron  was  so  called  from  the  Taurini,  or  people 
of  Turin. 
'  For  this  sum,  see  Life  of  Agricola,  c.  16. 
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who  commanded  the  twentieth  legion,  there  had  been  a  long- 
subsisting  quarrel,  renewed  of  late  with  keener  acrimony,  on 
occasion  of  a  civil  war.  Cselius  was  charged  by  Trebellius 
with  sedition,  and  the  violation  of  the  estabhshed  discipline  : 
ICffllius  recriminated  that  Trebellius  plundered  the  legions, 
and  left  the  soldiers  to  languish  in  distress  and  poverty. 
From  this  dissension  between  their  officers,  all  discipline  was 
at  an  end  in  the  army;  and  the  tumult  rose  at  length  to 
such  a  height,  that  Trebellius,  insulted  openly  by  the  auxili- 
aries, deserted  by  the  cavalry,  and  betrayed  by  the, cohorts, 
fled  for  refuge  to  Vitellius.  The  province,  however,  notwith- 
standing the  flight  of  a  consular  governor,  remained  in  tran- 
quillity. The  commanders  of  the  legions  held  the  reins  of 
government,  by  their  commissions  equal  in  authority,  but 
the  enterprising  genius  of  Cselius  had  given  him  a  superior 
influence. 

61.  The  arrival  of  the  forces  from  Britain  was  an  accession 
of  strength;  and  thereupon  Vitellius,  abounding  in  resources, 
and  strong  in  numbers,  resolved  to  carry  the  war  into  Italy 
by  two  different  routes,  under  the  conduct  of  two  com- 
manders. Fabius  Valens  was  sent  forward,  with  instructions 
to  draw  to  his  interest  the  people  of  Gaul,  and,  if  he  found 
them  obstinate,  to  lay  waste  their  country:  then,  passing 
over  the  Cottian  Alps,^  make  an  irruption  into  Italy.  Caecina, 
the  other  general,  was  ordered  to  take  a  nearer  way,  over 
the  Pennine  mountains,^  and  make  his  descent  on  that  side. 
The  flower  of  the  army  from  the  Lower  Rhine,  with  the  eagle 
of  the  fifth  legion,  and  the  cohorts  and  cavalry,  amounting  to 
forty  thousand  men,  were  put  under  the  command  of  Valens. 
CfiBcina  advanced  from  the  Upper  Germany  with  no  less  than 
thirty  thousand,  of  wh^ch  the  one-and-twentieth  legion  was 
the  main  strength.  Each  commander  had  a  reinforcement  of 
German  auxiliaries.  From  these,  too,  Vitellius  recruited  his 
own  forces ;  and  waa  himself  to  follow  with  the  whole  weight 
of  the  war. 

62.  The  new  emperor  and  his  army  presented  a  striking 
contrast :  the  soldiers  burned  with  impatience,  and  with  one 
voice  demanded  to  be  led  against  the  enemy.   ''  It  was  time," 

1  The  passage  of  the  Alps,  now  known  as  the  Pass  of  Brianyon.  • 
'  The  Pennine  Alps,  (from  the  Celtic  Pen,  "  head,")  now  the  Pass  of 
Great  St  Bernard. 


C.  63.]  INDOLENCE  OF  YITELLIUS.  45 

they  said,  "  to  push  on  the  war  with  vigour,  while  the  two 
Gauls  are  in  commotion,  and  Spain  is  yet  undecided.  The 
winter  season  was  no  obstacle ;  nor  should  idle  negotiations 
to  bring  on  a  compromise  detain  them.  Italy  must  be 
invaded,  and  Bome  seized  at  once.  In  civil  dissensions, 
expedition  was  the  safest  policy.  They  called  for  vigour;  and 
debate  was  out  of  season."  Vitellius  loitered  in  indolent 
repose,  drunk  at  noon-day,  and  overwhelmed  with  gluttony.* 
The  imperial  dignity,  he  thought,  consisted  in  riot  and  pro- 
fusion, and  he  resolved  to  anticipate  the  privileges  of  a 
prince.  The  spirit  of  the  soldiers,  however,  supplied  the 
defects  of  their  prince :  they  neither  wanted  him  in  their 
ranks  to  animate  the  brave,  nor  to  rouse  the  tardy  and 
inactive.  Already  formed,  and  straining  upon  the  start,  they 
demanded  the  signal  for  march.  They  saluted  Vitellius  by 
the  name  of  Germanicus :  2  that  of  Ccesar  he  chose  to  decline, 
even  after  his  victory.  Valens  began  his  march :  on  that 
very  day  an  omen  of  happy  import  to  himself  and  the  army 
he  led  presented  itself — an  eagle,  at  the  head  of  the  lines, 
measuring  his  flight  by  the  movement  of  the  soldiers,  as  if  to 
guide  them  on  their  way.  Such  were  the  shouts  of  joy,  while 
the  bird  proceeded  in  the  same  regular  coiurse  undismayed  by 
the  uproar,  and  still  seeming  to  direct  their  march,  that  the 
phenomenon  was  considered  as  a  sure  prognostic  of  a  signal 
victory. 

63.  The  army  advanced  in  good  order  towards  the  state  of 
the  Treveri,  as  their  friends  and  allies.  At  Divodurum  (a  city 
of  the  Me(tiomatrici)  they  received  every  mark  of  kindness, 
but  were  seized  with  a  sudden  panic,  so  exti-aordinary,  that 
the  soldiers  fell  upon  the  innocent  inhabitants  sword  in  hand. 
In  this  dreadful  outrage  the  love  of  plunder  had  no  share ;  a 
sudden  frenzy  possessed  every  mind ;  and,  as  the  cause  was 
unknown,  no  remedy  could  be  applied.  No  less  than  four 
thousand  men  were  massacred ;  and,  if  the  entreatied  of  the 
general  had  not  at  length  prevailed,  the  whole  city  had  been 
kid  in  blood.  The  rest  of  Gaul  was  alarmed  to  such  a 
degree,  that,  wherever  the  army  approached,  whole  cities, 
with  the  magistrates  at  their  head,  went  forth  in  a  suppliant 

*  For  the  numerous  vices  of  Vitellius,  see  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vitel- 
lius, 8.  17. 
*•  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vitellius,  s.  8. 


46^  THE  BIBTOBT.  [b.  I.. 

manner  to  sue  for  mercy.  Women  and  children  were  pro- 
strated along  the  wajrs,  and  every  other  means  of  appeasing 
hostile  rage  offered  to  them,  not  because  they  were  at  war, 
but  for  the  preservation  of  peace. 

64.  At  the  capital  city  of  the  Leucians,  Yalens  received 
intelligence  of  the  nyirder  of  Galba,  and  the  accession  of  Otho, 
The  news  made  no  impression  on  the  soldiers  :  unmoved  by 
j  oy  or  fear,  they  thought  of  nothing  but  the  spoils  of  war.  The 
Gauls  had  now  no  motive  for  hesitation  :  Otho  and  Vitellius 
were  equally  objects  of  their  detestation;  but  they  also  feared 
the  latter.  The  Lingones,  a  people  well  disposed  towards^ 
Vitellius,  were  the  next  they  came  to:  they  met  with  a 
fViendly  reception,  and  sought  to  outdo  each  other  in  good 
conduct.  But  this  delightfnl  intercourse  was  interrupted  by 
the  intemperance  of  the  cohort  which  had  been  separated,  aa 
already  mentioned,  from  the  fourteenth  legion,^  and  by 
Valens  incorporated  with  his  army.  Opprobrious  languag^ 
passed  between  the  legionaries  and  the  Batavians;  from  woida 
contention  arose :  the  soldiers  entered  into  the  dispute,  and 
joined  the  different  parties.  The  quarrel  rose  to  such  a  pitch, 
that,  if  Valena  had  not  interposed,  and  by  making  a  few  ex- 
amples recalled  the  Batavians  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  a 
bloody  battle  must  have  been  the  consequence.  A  pretext 
for  falling  on  the  ^duans  was  sought  in  vain  by  the  army ; 
but  that  people  not  only  complied  with  the  demand  of  money 
and  arms,  but  added  a  voluntary  supply  of  provisions.  What 
was  thus  done  by  the  JSduans  through  motives  of  fear,  the 
people  of  Lyons  performed  with  joy.  From  that  city  the 
Italic  legion  and  the  Taurinian  cavalry  were  ordered  to  join, 
the  army.  The  eighteenth  cohort,  which  had  been  used  to 
winter  there,^  was  left  in  garrison.  Manlius  Yalens  at  that 
time  commanded  the  Italic  legion:  he  had  rendered  good 
service  to  the  cause,  but  he  was  not  held  in  esteem  by  Yitel-- 
lius.  The  &ct  was,  Fabius  Yalens,  the  commander-in-chie^ 
had  given  a  secret  stab  to  his  reputation,  and,  that  he  might 
be  the  less  disposed  to  suspect  his  deception,  he  praised  him 
in  public. 

65,  The  late  war  had  kindled  afresh  the  deadly  feud  which 
had  long  subsisted  between  the  people  of  Lyons  and  the  in- 

*  Seo  above,  c  59. 

'  This  cohort  was  usually  quartered  at  Lyona    See  Annals,  iii  41.  ' 
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liabitants  of  Yienne.  In  the  Tarious  battles,  whioh  they  had 
fought  with  alternate  suooess,  and  prodigious  daughter,  it  was 
TJsible  that  so  much  animosity  was  not  the  mere  effect  of 
party  rage  in  a  contest  between  Nero  and  Qalba.  Galba, 
taking  occasion  from  his  displeasure,^  had  wrested  their 
lerenues  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Lyons,  and  con- 
fiaeated  them  to  the  imperial  treasury,  while  their  enemies 
enjoyed  the  &YOurB  of  the  emperor.  Hence  a  new  source  of 
jealousy  and  complaint,  and  the  natural  boundary  of  a  single 
river'  was  insufficient  to  preyent  their  mingling  in  strife. 
Aooordiugiy  the  citizens  of  Lyons  excited  the  l^ons  against 
their  nvals;  they  talked  with  the  soldiers^  man  by  man,  and 
urged  them  to  the  destruction  of  Yienne.  "  Lyons,"  ihey 
said,  ''had  been  besieged  by  them;  they  had  taken  up  arma 
in  the  cause  of  Yindex,  and  lately  raised  recruits  to  complete 
the  legions  in  the  service  of  Galba."  And  when  they  had 
laid  theae  grounds  for  hatred,  tJyy  showed  them  that  there 
was  abundimce  of  booty.  They  now  no  longer  depended  on 
secret  practices,  but  openly  preferred  their  petition,  imploring 
the  army  to  march  forth,  the  redressers  of  wrong,  and  rase  to 
the  ground  a  city  that  had  been  the  nursery  of  war,  a  nacleua 
of  foreigners  and  foes,  "  Lyons,"  they  said,  "  was  a  confede- 
xate  colony,  a  portion  of  the  army,  sharers  in  the  good  or  evil 
fortune  of  the  empire.**  They  implored  the  legions  not  to 
leave  them,  in  the  event  of  a  foilure  in  the  expedition,  at  the 
mercy  of  their  implacable  enemies. 

66.  These  means,  and  more  of  the  same  kind,  had  their 
cflect;  and  the  flame  rose  to  such  a  height,  that  the  com* 
manders  and  other  officers  despaired  of  being  able  to  extin- 
guish it ;  when  the  inhabitants  of  Yienne,  having  notice  of 
their  danger,  came  forth,  bearing  the  suppliant  vestments  and 
fillets.*  They  met  the  Romans  on  their  march,  and,  clasping 
their  weapons,  their  knees,  and  feet,  turned  the  soldiers  from 
thdr  purpose.     Fabius  Yalens  added  a  gift  of  three  hundred 

^  The  people  of  Lyons  waged  war  against  Vindex,  and  on  that 
aeooont  QallA  made  them  feel  his  resentment. 

*  The  cities  of  Lyons  and  Vienna  were  separated  by  the  river  Bho* 

danaa,  now  the  Bhone. 

'  Olive  branches  and  sacred  vestments  were  -asuaUy  displayed  in 

B  of  distress,  when  the  conquered  sued  for  mercy.  Compare,  "  Ra- 

olese  ac  velamenta  supplicum  porrigentes,  orare,  ut  reciperent 

,  receptosque  tutarentur." — Livy,  lib.  xxiv.  30. 
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sesterces  to  each  man.  Then  the  colony  was  respected  for  its 
worth  and  ancient  dignity.  The  general  pleaded  for  the  safety 
and  preservation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  heard  with 
attention.  The  state,  however,,  was  obliged  to  furnish  a  supply 
of  arms.  Individuals  assisted  the  soldiers  from  their  private 
and  ordinaiy  resources.  The  uniform  report,  however,  was, 
that  the  people  purchased  the  protection  of  the  commander- 
in-chief  vnth.  a  large  sum  of  money.  This  much  is  certain, 
that,  after  being  for  a  long  time  depressed  with  poverty,  he 
grew  suddenly  rich,  but  ill  conceded  his  affluence.  His 
appetitiCS  had  been  whetted  by  protracted  indigence,  and  now, 
when  fortune  smiled,  he  knew  no  bounds.  A  beggar  in  his 
youth,  he  was,  in  old  age,  a  voluptuous  prodigal.  The  anny 
proceeded  by  slow  marches  through  the  territory  of  the  Allo- 
brogians,  and  thence  to  the  Vocontians;  the  general,  during 
the  whole  progress,  making  his  market  at  every  place,  and 
selling  his  favours  for  a  sum  of  money.  For  a  bribe  he  fixed 
the  length  of  each  day's  nJB*ch,  and  shifted  his  camp  for  a 
price,  driving  disgraceful  bargains  with  the  owners  of  the 
lands  and  the  magistrates  of  the  several  cities;  and  that  with 
such  cruelty,  that  firebrands  were  prepared  to  bum  the  muni-- 
cipal  town  of  Lucus,  in  the  territory  of  the  Vocontians ;  but 
he  was  softened  by  liie  payment  of  a  sum  of  money.  Where 
the  means  of  giving  money  were  wanting,  prostitutions  and 
adulteries  were  required  to  appease  him.  In  this  manner 
Valens  arrived  at  the  Alps. 

67.  CflBcina,  in  his  progress,  obtained  a  greater  quantity  of 
booty  and  shed  more  blood.  The  Helvetians*  provoked  his 
ferocious  spirit.  Originally  a  Gallic  nation,  they  were  re- 
nowned in  former  times  for  their  valour  and  exploits  in  war. 
Of  late  years  the  history  of  their  ancestors  was  their  only 
glory.  Not  having  heard  of  the  death  of  Galba,  they  were 
unwilling  to  acknowledge  Vitellius.  Occasion  of  quarrel  was 
afforded  by  the  rapacity  and  eagerness  of  the  twenty^first 
legion,  who  seized  the  money  sent  to  pay  the  troops  in  a  fort, 

'  ^  The  territory  of  the  Helvetii  was  a  part  of  Celtic  Gkul,  more 
extensive  than  what  is  now  called  Switzerlimd.  The  people  are  cele- 
brated by  Julius  CsBsar  for  their  military  virtuci  and  constant  warfare 
with  the  Germans :  **  Helvetii  reliquos  Qallos  virtute  praecedunt,  quod 
fere  quotidianis  prseliis  cum  Qermanis  contendant,  cum  aut  suis  finibua 
^os  prohibent,  aut  ipsi  in  eorum  finibua  bellum  geruut." — ^Bell.  QalL 
lib.  1 1. 
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where  the  Helvetians  had  immemorially  maintained  a  gar- 
rison. The  indignant  people  intercepted  a  small  party  on 
their  way  to  Pannonia,  with  letters  from  the  German  army 
to  the  legions  stationed  in  that  country,  and  detained  in 
custody  a  centurion  with  some  of  his  soldiers.  CsBcina,  who 
thirsted  for  war^  proceeded  to  punish  each  offence  as  it  oc- 
curred, without  aUowing  time  for  repentance.  He  marched 
eagerly  against  the  Helvetians,  and,  having  laid  waste  the 
country,  sacked  a  place,  built,  diuring  the  leisure  of  a  long 
peace,  in  the  form  of  a  municipal  town,  and,  £rom  the  attrac- 
tion of  its  salubrious  waters,  much  frequented.^  He  also  sent 
despatches  to  the  Rhsetian  auxiliaries,  with  orders  to  fsR  upon 
the  rear  of  the  Helvetians,  while  their  attention  was  occupied 
by  the  legion. 

68.  The  spirit  of  the  Helvetians,  fierce  while  the  danger 
was  at  a  distance,  began  to  droop  when  it  was  present.  In 
the  beginning  of  these  hostilities  they  had  chosen  Claudius 
Severos  to  command  their  forces;  but  they  neither  knew  the 
use  of  their  arms  nor  the  methods  of  discipline,  nor  were  they 
able  to  act  in  concert  with  their  united  force.  The  contest, 
they  now  perceived,  must  be  destruction,  with  a  veteran  army; 
and  their  fortifications  being  everywhere  in  decay,  to  stand  a 
siege  was  hopeless.  On  one  side,  Caecina  advanced  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army ;  on  the  other,  were  the  cavalry  and 
auxiliary  forces  from  Rhaetia,  with  the  youth  of  that  country, 
inured  to  arms,  and  trained  in  habits  of  war.  The  country 
was  laid  waste  on  all  sides,  and  its  inhabitants  put  to  the 
sword.  The  Helvetians  betook  themselves  to  flight;  and, 
after  shifting  about  between  the  two  forces,  many  of  them 
wounded  and  straggling,  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  fled 
for  reftige  to  the  mountain  named  Vocetius.  Forthwith  a 
band  of  Thracians  was  sent,  which  dislodged  them ;  when  the 
Germans  and  Ehstians,  closely  pursuing  them,  slew  them  as 
they  found  them  in  the  woods,  and  in  their  very  hiding  places. 
Several  thousands  were  put  to  the  sword,  and  as  many  sold 
to  slavery.  And  when,  having  spread  desolation  through  the 
country,  the  army  marched  to  the  siege  of  Aventicum,  the 
capital  city  of  the  Helvetians,  the  inhabitants  sent  deputies  to 

'  Brotier  aays,  this  place  was  called  in  ancient  inscriptions,  "  Res- 
publica  Aquensis,'*  on  account  of  the  salubrity  of  the  waters.  He  sup- 
poses it  to  be  the  modem  Baden. 
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surrender  at  discretion.  Their  submission  was  accepted. 
Julius  Alpinus,  one  of  the  leading  chiefs,  charged  with  being 
the  author  of  the  war,  was  by  order  of  Csecina  publicly  executed. 
The  rest  were  left  to  the  mercy  or  resentment  of  Yitelliua 

69.  The  Helvetians  sent  their  ambassadors  to  the  new 
emperor;  but  which  was  most  implacable,  he  or  his  army,  it 
is  difficult  to  decide  The  soldiers  clamoured  for  the  utter 
destruction  of  the  whole  race.  They  brandished  their  arms 
in  the  face  of  the  ambassadors,  and  threatened  violence.  Yitel- 
lius  himself  refrained  not  from  abuse  and  menaces.  At  length 
Claudius  Corsus,  one  of  the  deputies,  a  remarkably  eloquent 
man,  but  concealing  his  oratorical  artifices  under  a  well-acted 
trepidation,  which  made  him  the  more  effective,  melted  the 
hearts  of  the  soldiery,  liable  as  they  are,  like  those  of  the 
common  people  genersdly,  to  be  diverted  from  their  purpose 
by  occurrences  of  the  moment,  and  as  prone  to  oompassiozi 
as  they  were  before  extravagant  in  their  rage.  After 
torrents  of  tears,  and  by  importunately  soliciting  milder 
treatment,  they  obtained  impunity,  and  saved  their  city  ftom. 
destruction. 

70.  OsBcina,  waiting  for  further  instructions  from  Vitellius, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  makii^  arrangements  for  his  passage 
over  the  Alps,  halted  for  a  few  days  in  the  territory  of  the 
Helvetians.  In  that  situation,  he  received  intelligence  that 
the  squadron  of  horse  called  Sylla's  squadron,  at  that  time 
quartered  on  the  banks  of  the  Po,  had  sworn  fidelity  to  Yitel- 
lius.  They  had  formerly  served  under  Yitellius,  when  he  was 
the  proconsular  governor  of  Africa.'  Nero,  when  he  projected 
an  expedition  into  Egypt,  ordered  them  to  sail  for  that  coun-* 
try;  but,  being  soon  after  alarmed  by  the  commotions  stiired 
up  by  Yindex,  he  called  them  back  to  Italy,  where  they  re- 
mained from  that  time.  Their  officers,  unacquainted  with 
Otho,  and  closely  connected  with  Yitellius,  espoused  the 
interest  of  the  latter.  By  representing  to  the  men  the  strength 
of  the  legions  then  on  their  march  to  the  invasion  of  Italy^ 
and  by  extolling  the  valour  of  the  German  armies,  they  drew 
the  whole  squadron  into  their  party.  As  some  proof  of  their 
zeal  for  their  new  prince,  they  attracted  to  his  interest  the 
chief  municipal  towns  on  the  other  side  of  the  Po,  namely, 

1  Yitellins  had  adminiatered  the  affairs  of  this  provinoe  with  an 
unblemished  reputation.    Suetonius,  Ldfe  of  Yitelliua^  a.  6. 
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Mediolanum,  Novaria,  Eporedia^  and  YercelliB.  Of  this  fact 
CsBciua  was  apprised  by  despatches  from  the  officers.  £ut  a 
siDgle  squadron,  he  knew,  was  not  sufficient  to  defend  so  lai^ 
a  tract  of  countiy.  In  order  to  reinforce  them,  he  sent  for« 
mrd  the  cohorts  of  Gaul,  Lusitania,  and  Britain,  with  the 
snocours  from  Germany,  and  the  squadron  of  horse  called  the 
Ala  Petrina.^  How  he  himself  should  pass  into  Italy,  was  his 
next  consideration.  His  first  plan  was  to  march  over  the 
Rhtetian  mountains,  in  order  to  make  a  descent  into  Noricumi 
where  Petronius  Urbicus,  the  governor  of  the  province,  sup- 
posed to  be  a  partisan  in  Otho's  service,  was  busy  in  collecting 
fiMces,  and  destroying  the  bridges  over  the  rivers.  But  this 
enterprise  was  soon  relinquished.  The  detachment  already 
aent  forward  might  be  cut  off,  and,  after  all,  the  secure  pcs-r 
flSBBion  of  Italy  was  the  important  object  The  issue  of  the 
war,  wherever  decided,  would  draw  after  it  all  inferior  places, 
and  Noricom  would  fidl,  by  consequence,  into  the  hands  of  the 
conqueror.  He  therefore  ordered  the  reserves  to  proceed  over 
the  Penine  heights,  and  marched  the  heavy-armed  legions 
over  the  Alps,  through  all  the  rigours  of  the  winter  season. 

71.  Otho,  in  the  meantime,  to  the  surprise  of  all,  ceased 
to  loiter  in  voluptuousness  and  inglorious  ease ;  he  postponed 
his  pleasures,  suppressed  his  luxury,  and  frumed  his  whole 
deportment  suitably  to  the  dignity  of  empire.  And  yet  the 
ehftnge  created  increased  terror  :  men  knew  that  his. virtues 
ware  counterfeited^  and  they  dreaded  a  return  of  his  former 
vices.  He  ordered  Marius  Celsus,  the  consul  elect,  whom  he 
had  put  in  irons  in  order  to  rescue  him  from  the  soldiers,^  to 
appear  before  him  in  the  CapitoL  To  acquire  the  fame  of 
demenoy,  by  releasing  a  man  of  illustrious  character,  and 
well  known  to  be  an  enemy  to  Otho  and  his  party,  was  the 
olgect  of  his  ambiticm.  Celsus,  with  unshaken  constancy, 
confeaBed  the  crime  of  adhering  fiedthfully  to  Galba,  and  chal- 
lenged  his  gratitude  for  the  example  he  had  set.  Otho,  not 
beoMue  he  forgaye  him,  but  lest  his  enemy  should  suspect 
the  sincerity  of  his  reconciliation,  at  once  received  Celsus 
among  his  intimate  friends,  and^  in  a  short  time  afterwards, 

1  The  aquadron  of  horse  called  Ala  Petrina  had  been  Btationed  in 
Cumberland^  aa  appears  by  an  inscription  given  in  Camden's  Britannia. 

*  Otho,  to  appease  the  fuiy  of  the  soldiers,  had  thrown  Marius  Celsus 
into  piiBOD.    fiee  c.  45  of  tlus  book. 
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(^pointed  him  one  of  his  generals  to  conduct  the  war;  and 
Celsus^  as  it  were  by  a  ^.tality,  continued  strictly  &ithful  to 
Otho,  and  thus  brought  ruin  upon  himself.  The  clemency  of 
the  prince  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  leading  men  at 
Rome :  the  populace  applauded,  and  even  by  the  soldiers, 
who  admired  the  virtue  which  had  excited  their  anger,  it  was 
not  ill  received. 

72.  The  joy  excited  on  this  occasion  was  followed  by  an 

'    event  no  less  acceptable,  but  for  reajsons  of  a  different  nature. 

:  Sophonius  Tigellinus,*  a  man  of  low  parentage,  stained  in  his 
youth  with  the  worst  impurities,  and  in  his  advanced  years 
abandoned  to  lechery,  having  been  rapidly  elevated,  by  the 
help  of  his  vices,  to  the  command,  first  of  the  city  cohorts, 
afterwards  of  the  praetorian  guards,  and  other  offices  due  to 

*v  virtue  only,  soon  gave  way  to  cruelty,  then  to  avarice  and 
the  enormities  of  maturer  years.  Having  gained  an  entire 
ascendant  over  the  affections  of  Nero,  he  was,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  adviser  of  the  horrors  committed  by  that  prince, 
and  in  others  the  chief  actor,  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
master,  whom,  in  the  end,  he  deserted  and  betrayed.  Hence 
it  was  that  the  blood  of  none  was  ever  demanded  with  such 
importunate  clamour  by  the  men  who  detested  the  memory 
of  Nero,  and  those  who  regretted  him,  though  under  opposite 
feelings.  During  the  short  reign  of  Galba,  he  lived  secure 
under  the  protection  of  Titus  Yinius,  who  alleged  that  he  had 
saved  the  life  of  his  daughter  :  and  so  he  undoubtedly  had : 
but  humanity  could  not  have  been  his  motive,  so  much  inno- 
cent blood  as  he  had  shed ;  but  to  secure  a  refuge  thereafter. 
ySuch,  at  all  times,  is  the  policy  of  the  worst  of  men :  placing 
/no  trust  in  the  continuance  of  their  present  prosperity,  they 

.C^dread  a  reverse  of  fortime,  and  lay  up  for  themselves  in  pri- 
vate gratitude  a  refuge  against  public  odium.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  they  are  wholly  unconcerned  about  innocence, 
and  look  only  to  the  reciprocation  of  impimity.  But  the 
:&iendship  of  Yinius,  who  was  still  remembered  with  detesta- 
tion, was  an  additional  spur  to  the  populace.  They  crowded 
together  from  all  quarters;  they  surrounded  the  palace;  they 
filled  the  forum;  and  in  the  circus  and  the  theatre,  where 
licentiousness  is  most  apt  to  show  itself,  they  clamoured,  with 
a  degree  of  violence  little  short  of  sedition,  for  the  punish- 
'  Tigellinufl  has  been  often' mentioned.    See  Annals,  sir.  57;  xv.  37. 
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ment  of  a  vile  malefactor.  Tigellinus  was  then  at  the  baths 
of  Sinuessa.^  Orders  were  sent  to  him  to  put  a  period  to  his 
life.  He  received  the  fatal  news  in  a  circle  of  his  concubines : 
he  took  leave  with  tenderness ;  and,  after  mutual  embraces, 
and  other  unseemly  delays,  he  cut  his  throat  with  a  razor, — 
by  the  pusillanimity  of  his  last  moments  aggravating  even 
the  in&iny  of  his  former  life. 

73.  About  the  same  time,  the  execution  of  Calvia  Cna-f  * 
pinilla  ^  was  demanded  by  the  public  voice ;  but  by  various 
artifices,  in  which  the  duplicity  of  the  prince  covered  him\ 
with  dishonour,  she  was  saved  from  danger.    She  had  been^ ' 
in  the  reign  of  Nero,  the  professed  teacher  of  lascivious  plea-  1 
sures,  and,  in  the  various  scenes  of  that  emperor,  the  caterer  ; 
for  his  appetites.     She  passed  afterwards  into  Africa,  and, 
having  instigated  Clodius  Macer^  to  revolt,  was  known  to 
have  been  an  accomplice  in  the  plot  to  cause  a  &mine  in  the 
city  of  Rome.    But  being  married  soon  after  to  a  man  of 
consular  rank,  and,  by  that  connexion,  gaining  a  powerful 
interest,  during  the  reigns  of  Galba,  Otho,  and  Vitellius,  she 
lived  in  perfect  security.     In  the  following  reign,  her  riches 
and  her  want  of  children  placed  her  in  a  flourishing  state : 
two  circumstances  which,  in  good  as  well  as  evil  times,  are 
sure  to  have  weight. 

74.  Otho,  in  the  meantime,  sent  frequent  letters  to  Vitel-  ^ 
lius,  in  the  alluring  style  of  female  persuasion ;  he  offered  ^ 
him  money,  favour,  and  whatever  retreat  he  chose  for  his 
voluptuous  enjoyments.  Vitellius  offered  similar  terms ;  at 
first  in  a  soothing  strain :  and  both  displaying  the  most 
absurd  and  degrading  hypocrisy.  Then,  in  a  tone  of  angry 
altercation,  they  charged  each  other  with  criminal  pleasures 
and  flagitious  deeds:  both  with  truth.  Otho  recalled  the 
deputies  who  had  been  sent  by  Galba,  and,  in  their  room, 
despatched  othei^  to  the  German  army,  to  the  Italic  legion, 
and  the  troops  quartered  at  Lyons,  with  instructions  to  nego- 
tiate in  the  name  of  the  senate.  The  men  employed  in  this 
embassy  tarried  with  Vitellius,  and,  by  their  prompt  com- 
pliance, left  little  room  to  think  that  they  were  detained  by 
force.    Under  pretence  of  doing  honour  to  the  embassy,  Otho 

'  For  Sinuessa,  see  Annals,  xii.  66,  note. 

'  For  Calvia  Crispinilla,  see  Plutarch's  Life  of  Oalba. 

'  Compare  c.  7  of  this  book. 
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bad  sent  a  detachment  of  the  praetorian  guards.  Not  suffer- 
ing them  to  ircix  with  the  soldiers,  Vitellius  ordered  them  to 
return  without  delay.  Fabius  Valens  took  the  opportunity 
to  write,  in  the  name  of  the  German  army,  to  the  praetorian 
guards.  His  letters,  in  a  style  of  magnificence,  set  forth  the 
strength  of  the  party,  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  ofiTered  terms  of 
accord.  He  condemned  the  forward  zeal  with  which  they 
presumed  to  transfer  to  Otho  an  empire  which  had  been  so 
long  before  assigned  to  Vitellius. 

75.  He  so  mingled  promises  with  threats  as  to  treat  the 
praetorians  as  men  unequal  in  the  war,  while  assuring  them 
that  they  would  lose  nothing  by  peace.  These  letters,  how- 
ever, were  without  effect  The  praetorians  continued  firm  in 
their  duty.  But  secret  emissaries  were  sent  by  Otho  into 
Germany,  and  others  by  Vitellius  to  Bome.  Both  parties 
missed  their  aim.  Those  of  Vitellius  escaped  unhurt  amidst 
so  vast  a  concourse  of  people,  where  all  were  strangers  to  each 
other;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  in  a  camp  where  all  were 
known  to  each  other,  the  men  employed  by  Otho  were  sooa 
discovered  by  the  novelty  of  their  faces.  Vitellius  sent  letters 
to  Titianus,  the  brother  of  Otho,  threatening,  if  any  violence 
was  offered  to  his  mother  or  his  children,*  to  make  reprisals, 
and  put  both  him  and  his  son  to  death.  Both  families 
remained  unhurt.  As  long  as  Otho  lived,  fear  might  be  th© 
motive  :  Vitellius,  as  conqueror,  obtained  the  praise  of  acting 
from  clemency. 

76.  The  first  occurrence  that  inspired  Otho  with  confi- 
dence in  his  cause,  was  an  account  from  lUyricum,  that  the 
legions  of  Dalmatia,  of  Pannonia,  and  Mcesia,  had  declared  in 
his  favour.  Advices  from  Spain  brought  the  like  intelligence; 
and  in  a  public  edict,  honourable  mention  was  made  of  Clu^ 
Tins  Rufus,  the  governor  of  the  province;  but  immediately 
after,  it  wa»  ascertained  that  Spain  had  gone  over  to  Vitel- 
lius. Not  even  the  people  of  Aquitaine,  though,  under  the 
influence  of  Julius  Cordus,  they  had  sworn  obedience  to  Otho, 
continued  long  firm.  Everywhere  affection  and  truth  were 
banished.  Fear,  and  the  necessity  of  the  times,  compelled 
men  to  shift  from  side  to  side.  The  same  principle  of  fear 
attached  Narbon  Gaul  to  Vitellius.  A  party  in  force,  and 
near  at  hand,  found  no  difficulty  in  bringing  them  oven 

'  See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vitellius,  s.  6. 
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The  distant  provinces,  and  all  places  separated  by  the  sea, 
adhered  to  Otho,  not  from  regard  for  his  party,  but  because 
there  was  vast  weight  in  the  name  of  the  city,  and  in  the 
assumption  of  the  authority  of  the  senate.  Besides  this, 
Otho,  being  the  first  announced  in  foreign  parts,  had  pre* 
occupied  their  minds.  The  army  in  Judea  under  Vespasian, 
and  that  in  Syria  imder  Mucianus,  swore  fidelity  to  Otho. 
Egypt,  and  all  the  provinces  eastward,  acknowledged  his 
au^ority.  The  same  submission  prevailed  in  Africa,  the 
people  of  Carthage  having  set  the  example.  Without  waiting 
for  the  authority  of  Vipsanius  Apronianus,  the  proconsul,  a 
pubKc  treat  was  given  by  Crescens,  one  of  Nero's  freedmen, 
(for  it  is  usual  in  evil  times  for  such  characters  as  Crescens 
to  put  themselves  forward  in  public  affairs,)  in  testimony 
of  their  joy  at  the  recent  succession;  and  many  other  things 
were  done  by  the  populace  in  a  premature  and  intemperate 
manner.  The  rest  of  Africa  followed  the  example  of  Carthage, 
77.  In  this  posture  of  afi&irs,  while  the  armies  and  the 
several  provinces  embraced  opposite  interests,  it  w:as  evident 
that  Yitellius,  to  secure  his  title,  had  nothing  left  but  th« 
decision  of  the  sword.  Otho,  in  the  meantime,  remained  at 
Rome,  discharging  all  the  functions  of  the  sovereign  power, 
as  if  he  was  established  in  profound  tranquillity.  His  con- 
duct, in  some  instances,  was  such  as  became  the  dignity  of' 
the  state  ;  but  his  measures,  for  the  most  part,  were  hastily 
adopted,  the  mere  expedients  of  the  day.  He  named  himself 
and  his  brother  Titianus  joint  consuls,^  to  continue  in  office 

^  The  number  of  eonsuls  in  the  course  of  this  eyentful  year  was  so 
great,  that  it  will  be  well  to  place  the  list  in  one  view  before  the  eye  of 
the  reader : — 

A.U.O.  823.  (A.n.  70.)  consuls. 

On  the  CaL  of  Jan.  (Hist  i  1.)      ...  {^^ 


On  the  CaL  of  Ifaroh  (HisL  L  77.) 
On  the  CaL  of  May  (Hist.  i.  77.)  . 
OntheCaLof  Jnly  (Hist.!.  77.)  . 
On  the  CaL  of  Sept.  (Hist  L  77.)  . 
On  the  CaL  of  Nov.  (Hist.  u.  1.)   . 


f  Salvius  Otho, 
(Titiamis  Otho. 
f  Verginius  Rufug, 
\Pompeiu8  Vopiscus. 

{Cselius  SabinuB, 
Flavins  Sabinus. 
{Arrius  Antouiuiis, 
Marius  Celsiis. 
fFabius  Valens, 
•  1  Alienus  Caecina. 


Caecina  being  pronounced  a  traitor  by  the  senate,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
year,  the  consul  for  that  single  day  was  Rosius  Regulus.    Hist  iii.  37. 
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till  the  calends  of  March.  For  the  two  following  months, 
with  a  view  to  conciliate  the  German  army,  he  appointed 
Verginius,  and  gave  him  for  his  colleague  Pompeius  Vopiscus. 
For  the  nomination  of  the  latter  he  pretended  motives  of 
friendship ;  but,  as  men  of  penetration  thought,  his  real  view 
was  to  pay  court  to  the  people  of  Vienna  With  regard  to 
iuture  consuls,  no  alteration  was  made  in  the  arrangement 
settled  by  Nero  or  by  Galba.  Cselius  Sabinus  and  his  brother 
Flavins  were  to  succeed  for  the  months  of  May  and  June. 
From  the  first  of  July  to  September,  Arrius  Antoninus  *  and 
Marius  Celsus  were  to  be  in  office.  Nor  did  even  Vitellius, 
after  his  victory,  disturb  this  order  of  succession.  Otho 
thought  proper  to  grant  the  augural  and  pontifical  dignities, 
as  the  summit  of  civil  honours,  to  senators  grown  grey  in 
public  stations;  and,  as  a  solace  to  the  young  patricians 
lately  recalled  from  banishment,  he  recompensed  them  with 
the  sacerdotal  honours  which  had  been  enjoyed  by  their 
ancestors.  Cadius  Rufus,  Pedius  Blsesus,*  and  Sasvinus  Pom- 
tinus,  who  under  Claudius  or  Nero  Had  been  charged  with 
extortion,  and  expelled  the  senate,  were  restored  to  their 
rank.  In  pardoning  them,  it  was  thought  proper  to  give  the 
name  of  treason  to  what  was,  in  fact,  avarice;  for  such  was 
the  odium  that  attached  to  the  law  of  treason  at  that  time, 
that  even  good  laws  were  defeated  under  it. 

78.  Otho,  by  similar  acts  of  Hberality,  essayed  to  work  * 
upon  the  minds  of  men  in  the  cities  and  provinces.  To  the 
colonies  of  Hispalis  and  Emerita,^  he  added  a  number  of 
families :  the  Lingones  were  honoured  with  the  privileges  of 
Boman  citizens,  and  to  the  province  of  Bsetica  all  the  Moorish 
cities  were  annexed.  The  new  codes  of  laws  given  to  Cap- 
padocia  and  Africa^  were  rather  the  visions  of  a  moment  than 
lasting  possessions.  Even  while  occupied  in  these  measures, 
for  which  an  apology  might  be  found  in  the  force  of  present 
xircumstances,  and  considerations  of  urgent  importance,  he 
/was  not  forgetful  of  his  amours,  but  procured  the  restoration 
'of  Poppeea's  statues  by  a  decree  of  the  senate.  There  is 
reason  to  think,  that,  with  a  view  to  popularity,  he  intended 

^  Arrius  AntoninuB  was  grandfather  to  Antoninus  Pius,  the  upright 
and  virtuous  emperor.    See  Pliny's  letters  to  him,  iv.  8,  18 ;  v.  10. 

'  For  Cadius  Rufus,  see  AnnalH,  zii.  22.  For  Pedius  Blsesus,  see 
Annals,  ziy.  18. 

*  These  places  are  now  respectively  Seville  in  Andalusia,  and  Merida 
in  Estremadura. 
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\o  celebrate  tlie  memory  of  Nero  with  public  honours.  Many 
were  for  erecting  the  statues  of  that  emperor,'  and  even  pro- 
posed it  as  a  public  measure.  The  populace  and  the  soldiers, 
as  if  they  meant  to  decorate  their  emperor  with  additional 
splendour,  saluted  him  by  the  title  of  Nero  Otho.  He  himself 
held  the  honour  in  abeyance, — perhaps  unwilling  to  reject  it, 
perhaps  ashamed  to  accept  it. 

79.  The  public  mind  being  now  intent  on  a  civil  war,  foreign 
af&irs  were  neglected.  Emboldened  by  this  state  of  things, 
the  Rboxolanians,^  a  people  of  Sarmatia,  who  in  the  preceding 
winter  had  cut  off  two  entire  cohorts,  and  thence  conceived 
high  hopes,  made  an  irruption  into  MoBsia,'  with  nine 
thousand  horse»  Naturally  presumptuous,  and  elated  with 
their  success,  they  were  more  intent  on  plunder  than  fighting. 
They  prowled  about  in  quest  of  prey,  without  order,  or  appre- 
hension of  an  enemy,  when,  on  a  sudden,  they  found  them- 
selves hemmed  in  by  the  third  legion  and  their  auxiliaries. 
The  Romans  advanced  in  order  of  battle.  The  Sarmatians, 
overloaded  with  booty,  were  taken  by  surprise.  On  a  damp 
and  slippery  soil,  the  swiftness  of  their  horses  was  of  no  use. 
Unable  to  retreat,  they  were  cut  to  pieces,  more  like  men 
bound  in  fetters,  than  soldiers  armed  for  the  field  of  battle. 
It  may  seem  strange,  but  it  is  not  less  true,  that  the  courage 
of  the  Sarmatians  has  no  inward  principle,  but  depends  alto- 
gether upon  external  circumstances.  In  an  engagement  with 
the  infantry,  nothing  can  be  more  dastardly;  in  an  onset  of 
the  cavalry,  they  are  almost  irresistible.  But  on  this  occasion, 
the  day  being  rainy,  and  there  being  a  thaw,  neither  their 
weapons,  long  spears,  nor  sabres  of  an  enormous  size,  which 
tiiey  wield  with  both  hands,  were  of  any  service,  from  the 
slipping  of  their  horses  and  the  weight  of  their  coats  of  mail ; 
for  their  chiefs  wear  coats  of  mail,  formed  with  plates  of  iron, 
or  the  tough  hides  of  animals,  impenetrable  to  the  enemy, 
but  to  themselves  an  incumbrance  so  unwieldy,  that  he  who 
Mia  in  battle  is  never  able  to  rise  again.  They  were  also 
overwhelmed  by  the  depth  and  softness  of  the  snow.  The 
Eomans;,  unencumbered  by  their  breastplates,  and  galling  their 

'  See  SuetoniuA,  Life  of  Otho,  s.  7. 

'  A  people  inhabiting  the  country  between  the  Dnieper  and  the  Don, 
in  the  south  of  RuBsia. 
'  The  modern  Servia  and  Bulgaria. 
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enemy  with  their  missive  weapons  or  their  lances,  and,  when 
occasion  served,  coming  to  close  quarters,  smote  the  defence- 
less Sarmatians  with  their  light  swords,  for  the  Sarmatians 
are  not  accustomed  to  protect  themselves  with  shields.  The 
few  who  escaped  from  the  slaughter  fled  for  refuge  to  their 
fens  and  marshes,  and  there  died  of  their  wounds,  or  perished 
under  the  inclemency  of  the  season.  An  account  of  this 
transaction  being  received  at  Rome,  a  triumphal  statue  was 
decreed  to  Marcus  Aponius,  then  governor  of  Moesia.  Ful- 
vius  Aurelius,  Julianus  Titius,  and  Numisius  Lupus,  all 
three  commanders  of  legions,  obtained  the  consular  omar- 
ments :  while  Otho  was  delighted  with  the  occurrence,  and 
assumed  the  merit  of  the  victory,  boasting  that  he  too  was 
fortunate  in  war,  and  that,  by  his  generals  and  his  armies,  he 
had  aggrandised  the  commonwealth. 

80.  Meanwhile,  from  a  cause  of  a  trifling  nature,  and 
threatening  no  kind  of  danger,  a  violent  sedition  well-nigh 
involved  the  city  in  ruin.  The  seventeenth  cohort,  then 
quartered  at  Ostia,  had  orders  to  remove  to  Rome.  The  care  of 
providing  them  with  arms  was  commiHed  to  Varius  Oispinus, 
a  tribune  of  the  prsetorian  bands.  That  officer,  to  execute 
his  orders  with  the  less  noise,  opened  the  magazine  of  arms, 
and  ordered  the  waggons  of  the  cohort  to  be  loaded  at  the 
close  of  day.  The  lateness  of  the  hour  filled  the  men  with 
suspicion :  Uie  intention  seemed  dark  and  dangerous,  and  the 
aflectation  of  secrecy  had  the  effect  of  producing  tumult  The 
soLiiers  were  in  liquor,  and  the  sight  of  their  arms  suggested 
a  desire  to  use  thena.  They  murmured,  tiiey  complained; 
they  charged  the  tribunes  and  centurions  with  treachery,  de- 
claring aloud,  that  a  dark  conspiracy  was  formed,  with  inten- 
tion to  arm  the  slaves  and  domestics  of  the  senators  against 
the  life  of  Otho.  Some  were  stupified  with  liquor,  and  com- 
prehended nothing :  the  profligate  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  commit  plunder;  and  the  multitude,  as usual^ 
were  ready  to  mix  in  any  sudden  commotion.  Those  who 
regarded  discipline  and  good  order  were  undistinguished  in 
the  dark.  The  tribune  who  attempted  to  restrain  their  fury, 
and  the  strictest  of  the  centurions,  were  mui*dered  on  the 
spot.  The  soldiers  seized  their  arms;  they  mounted  their 
horses,  and,  entering  the  city  sword  in  hand,  rushed  in  a  body 
to  the  imperial  palace. 
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81.  Otho  was  engaged  at  a  grand  entertainment,  to  which 
he  had  invited  the  most  distinguished  of  both  sexes.  A  sudden 
terror  seized  the  whole  company.  Was  it  an  accidental  fray 
among  the  soldiers,  or  the  perfidy  of  the  emperor  ]  would  it 
be  more  dangerous  to  stay  and  be  taken;  or  fly  and  disperse? 
Now  they  made  a  show  of  resolution ;  now  their  fears  showed 
themselves :  at  the  same  time  fixing  their  eyes  on  Otho.  As 
usual  when  suspicion  is  awakened  in  the  mind,  they  were 
afinaid  of  Otho,  while  he  stood  trembling  for  himself ;  alarmed 
as  much  on  account  of  the  danger  which  threatened  the  senate 
as  his  own,  he  ordered  the  two  prsetoriaii  commanders  to  go 
forth,  in  order  to  appease  the  tumult,  and  advised  his  guesta 
to  depart  as  quickly  as  possible.  Then  indeed  the  magistrates 
threw  aside  the  ensigns  of  their  office,  on  all  hands,  and  dis- 
pensed with  their  friends  and  their  attendants.  Old  men  and 
women  of  distinction  wandered  about  in  the  dark,  they  knew 
not  whither.  Few  dared  to  venture  towards  their  own  habi- 
tations. The  greatest  part  sought  precarious  shelter  at  the 
houses  of  their  friends  and  the  meanest  of  their  dependents. 

82.  The  madness  of  the  soldiers  was  not  to  be  controlled. 
They  burst  the  palace  gates,  and  rushed  forward  to  the  ban- 
quetiug-room.  demanding  a  sight  of*  Otho.  Julius  Martialis, 
one  of  the  tribunes,  and  Yitellius  Satuminus,  the  prsefect  of 
the  legion,  in  opposing  the  torrent  were  both  wounded. 
I^othing  was  to  be  seen  but  arms,  and  nothing  heard  but 
threats,  now  against  the  centurions,  and  at  times  against  the 
whole  body  of  the  senate  :  the  soldiers,  in  a  state  of  frantio 
alarm,  of  which  they  knew  not  the  cause,  having  no  particular 
victim  in  view,  demanded  liberty  to  slaughter  indiscriminately. 
At  length  Otho,  forgetting  the  majesty  of  empire,  stood  upon 
his  couch,  and  by  tears  and  supplications  succeeded,  but  with 
great  difficulty,  in  restraining  them.  The  men  retired  to  the 
camp  with  a  sullen  spirit,  and  not  without  guilt.  On  the  fol* 
lowing  day  Rome  had  the  appearance  of  a  city  taken  by 
assault.  The  houses  were  shut,  the  streets  deserted,  the 
populace  in  a  general  panic.  The  soldiers  wandered  about 
with  eyes  fixed  on  the  earth,  discontented  rather  than  repent- 
ant. The  two  prsefects,  Licinius  Proculus  and  Plotius  Firmus^ 
went  round  to  the  several  companies,  and  harangued  the  men, 
each  according  to  his  own  peculiar  temp^,  in  soothing  termsi 
or  in  a  style  of  reproach.     A  distribution  of  five  thousand 
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sesterces  to  each  man  concluded  the  business.  The  tumult 
over,  Otho  ventured  to  enter  the  camp.  The  tribunes  and  cen- 
turions gathered  round  him,  but  without  the  military  orna- 
ments of  their  rank,  praying  to  be  dismissed  from  the  service, 
that  they  might  live  in  ease  and  safety.  The  soldiers  felt  the 
request  as  a  reproach.  They  expressed  their  wilHngness  to 
return  to  their  duty,  and,  of  their  own  motion,  desired  to 
see  the  authors  of  the  insurrection  brought  to  punishment 

83.  In  this  conjuncture,  when  the  times  were  big  with 
danger,  and  a  discordant  soldiery  heightened  the  distraction ; 
when  all  the  best  men  called  for  a  reform  of  the  present  dis- 
orders, but  the  common  herd  and  the  majority,  who  liked 
nothing  so  well  as  tumult  and  insurrections,  under  the 
conduct  of  an  ambitious  leader,  might  be  more  easily  impelled 
to  a  civil  war,  in  a  scene  of  tumult  and  rapine ;  Otho,  reflecting 
that  power  obtained  by  guilt  is  not  to  be  maintained  by  a 
sudden  transition  to  order  and  the  rigour  of  ancient  manners, 
and  yet  distressed  at  the  danger  that  hung  over  the  city  and 
the  Roman  senate,  after  weighing  the  matter  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, delivered  himself  to  the  following  effect :  "  I  come  not 
now,  my  fellow-soldiers,  to  excite  your  zeal  for  me,  nor  to  add 
new  ardour  to  your  courage  by  exhortation :  of  both,  to  your 
honour  be  it  spoken,  you  have  enough,  and  to  spare.  But  I 
come  to  request  that  you  would  moderate  the  impetuosity  of 
your  courage,  and  put  limits  to  your  affection  for  me.  In  the 
late  tumult,  it  was  not  the  love  of  plunder,  nor  ill-will,  that 
iinpelled  you :  motives  from  which  discord  and  mutiny  have 
broken  out  in  various  armies.  Nor  was  it  the  fear  of  danger, 
or  so  much  as  a'-wish  to  shrink  from  your  duty.  It  was  your 
excessive  regard  for  me,  which  gave  you  up  to  the  impulse  of 
passion,  rather  than  to  prudence:  for  where  judgment  does 
not  direct,  it  often  happens  that  the  most  honourable  motives 
of  action  produce  fatal  results.  We  are  going  forth  to  a  war. 
And  must  all  intelligence  be  communicated  to  the  army? 
Must  every  secret  be  disclosed?  And  must  councils  of  war 
be  held  in  a  pubhc  assembly  of  the  soldiers?  Does  the  reason 
of  things,  and  the  opportunity,  which  must  be  seized  at  once 
or  lost  for  ever,  allow  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  ?  It  is  as 
fitting  that  the  soldier  should  be  ignorant  of  some  things,  as 
that  he  should  know  others.  The  authority  of  generals,  and 
the  strictness  of  discipline,  are  such,  that  even  the  tribunes 
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and  the  centurions  must  often  receive  their  orders  without  a 
reason  assigned.  If  every  subaltern  may  discuss  the  reason* 
of  his  orders,  discipline  is  at  an  end,  and  the  authority  of  the 
commander  &lls  to  the  ground.  And  shall  the  soldier,  ev/n 
at  such  a  juncture,  seize  his  arms  in  the  dead  of  the  night  1 
Shall  one  or  two  drunken  men  (in  last  night*s  frenzy  I  do  not 
belicTB  there  were  more)  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of 
a  centurion  and  a  tribune,  and  rush  into  the  pavilipn  of  their 
general? 

84.  "You,  my  fellow-soldiers,  have  transgressed  thus  in 
your  zeal  for  me.  But  amidst  that  general  hurry  and  confu- 
sion, and  in  the  gloom  of  midnight  darkness,  an  opportunity 
might  have  been  given  for  an  attack  on  me.  Give  Vitellius 
and  his  satellites  the  power  of  choosing,  and  what  greater 
curse  could  they  invoke?  what  calamity  could  they  call  down 
upon  us,  so  much  to  be  dreaded,  as  a  turbulent  and  &.ctious 
spirit,  and  all  the  evils  of  discord  and  sedition? — that  the 
soldier  should  refuse  to  obey  his  centurion ;  the  centurion  his 
tribune;  an4  that  hence  the  cavalry  and  the  foot  soldiers, 
without  order  or  distinction,  should  rush  into  destruction? 
It  is  implicit  obedience  rather  than  wrangling  about  orders, 
that  gives  to  military  operations  their  energy.*  The  army 
that  ^ows  itself  in  time  of  peace  the  most  quiet  and  orderly, 
is  sure  to  be  the  most  formidable  in  the  day  of  battle.  Let 
it  be  yours  to  arm  in  the  cause  of  your  country,  and  to  face 
the  enemy  with  heroic  valour ;  and  leave  to  me  the  direction 
and  guidance  of  your  courage.  The  guilt  of  last  night 
extends  to  a  few  only;  two  only  shall  expiate  the  offence. 
And  you,  the  rest,  bury  in  oblivion  the  horrors  of  that 
shameful  tumult;  and  may  no  other  army  hear  those  dreadful 
imprecations  uttered  against  a  Roman  senate.  That  vene- 
rable body,  the  head  of  the  empire,  and  the  ornaments  of  all 
the  provinces,  not  even  those  Germans,  whom,  above  all 
others,  Vitellius  is  exciting  against  us,  would  dare  to  demand 
for  punishment.  And  could  any  of  the  sons  of  Italy,  and 
the  genuine  youth  of  Rome,  demand  for  blood  and  slaughter, 

'  Compare  a  speech  of  Paulus  uSImilius  to  the  same  effect :  ''  Unum 
imperatorem  in  exercitu  providere  et  consulere,  quid  agendum  sit, 
debere,  nunc  per  se,  nunc  cum  iis  quos  advocaverit  in  consilium.  In 
quo  exercitu,  milites,  consul,  et  imperator,  rumoribua  yulgi  circuma* 
gmxtiir,  ibi  nihil  salutare  esse." — Livy,  lib.  xliv.  34. 
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an  order,  by  whose  splendour  and  renown  we  dazzle  the  low 
and  obscure  party  of  Vitellius)  Some  states,  it  is  true,  have 
been  induced  to  join  his  standard;  he  has  the  appearance  of 
ah  army;  but  the  senate  is  on  our  side.  The  commonwealth 
is  with  us;  our  enemies  are  the  enemies  of  Rome.  And  when 
I  mention  Rome,  do  you  imagine  that  it  consists  in  walls,  and 
buildings,  and  a  pile  of  stones)  Those  mute  and  senseless 
edifices  may  moulder  away,  and  rise  again;  but  the  stability 
of  empire,  the  peace  of  nations,  your  fate  and  mine,  are  esta- 
blished on  the  safety  of  the  senate.  Romulus,  the  &ther  and 
founder  of  the  city,  instituted,  with  solemn  auspices,  that 
4sn,cred  order.  From  that  time  till  the  establishment  of  the 
Caesars,  it  has  been  preserved  inviolate ;  and  as  we  received 
it  from  our  ancestors,  let  us  transmit  it  to  our  posterity:  for 
as  from  the  people  at  large  the  senate  is  supplied^  so  from  the 
^aenate  you  derive  your  princes." 

85.  This  speech,  adapted  as  it  was  to  rebuke  and  soothe  the 
irritated  soldiery,  as  well  as  the  moderation  .of  the  prince,  who 
punished  only  two  of  the  mutineers,  gave  general  satisfaction; 
and  those  who  were  too  fierce  to  be  controlled,  were  quieted 
for  the  present  Rome,  however,  was  not  in  a  state  of  tran- 
quillity. A  constant  din  of  arms  was  heard,  and  warlike 
preparations  were  seen  in  every  quarter.  The  soldiers  did 
not,  as  before,  riot  in  tumultuous  bodies ;  but,  being  dispersed 
throughout  the  city,  they  insinuated  themselves  into  houses 
in  disguise,  where  they  watched,  with  malignant  purpose,  the 
motions  of  all  who  by  their  nobility,  their  wealth,  or  their 
talents,  were  eminent  enough  to  be  objects  of  calumny.  A 
report  prevailed  at  the  same  time,  that  Yitellius  had  a 
number  of  emissaries  dispensed  among  the  populace,  to  act  as 
spies,  and  observe  the  state  of  parties.  Hence  jealousy,  mis- 
tnist,  and  fear.  No  man  thought  himself  safe  under  his  own 
roof.  Abroad  and  under  the  eye  of  the  public  the  alarm  was 
still  greater.  Whatever  was  the  rumour  of  the  day,  all  were 
obliged  to  set  their  faces  for  the  occasion :  if  bad,  they  were 
afraid  of  seeming  to  despond;  and  it  propitious,  unwilling  to 
be  thought  backward  in  demonstrations  of  joy.  The  fathers 
assembled  in  the  senate-house  had  a  hard  task  to  observe  the 
due  mean  under  all  circumstances,  lest  their  silence  might  be 
thought  sullen  discontent,  and  liberty  of  speech  excite  jealousy. 
Otho,  too,  so  lately  a  subject  and  a  flatterer  himself  was 


a  86.]  PRODIGIES  AND  OMENS.  ^3 

acquainted  with  the  arts  of  adulation.  The  fiithers^  there- 
fore, tortured  their  expressions,  and  diversified  them  in  all 
manner  of  ways,  while  calling  Yitellius  a  pubUo  enemy  and  a 
parricide.  Men  who  looked  forward  to  their  own  security, 
were  content  with  hackneyed  declamation;  others  poured 
out  well-merited  invectivesy  but  in  the  midst  of  noise  and 
clamour,  and  when  a  number  were  speaking  at  once,  or  they 
rendered  themselves  unintelligible  by  a  confused  torrent  of 
words. 

86.  A  number  of  prodigies,  announced  from  different  quar- 
ten,  aggravated  the  panic.  The  Goddess  of  Victory,  in  the 
vestibule  of  the  Capitol,  let  the  reins  of  two  horses,  harnessed 
to  her  chariot,  fall  from  her  hand.  A  form  of  more  than 
human  size  was  seen  to  issue  from  the  chapel  of  Juno.  In 
an  island  in  the  Tiber,^  the  statue  of  Julius  CsBsar,  without 
any  apparent  cause,  on  a  day  perfectly  serene  and  calm, 
turned  round  from  the  west  to  the  east  In  Etruria  an  ox 
was  said  to  have  spoken;  animals  brought  forth  monstrous 
births;  and  to  these  were  added  a  variety  of  preternatural 
appearances,  such  as  in  rude  and  barbarous  ages  were  observed 
even  in  profound  peace,  though  of  late  years  they  are  only 
heard  of  in  a  time  of  public  ^stress.  But  the  great  source 
of  alarm,  was  an  inundation  of  the  Tiber,  coupling  as  it  did  a 
present  calamity  with  an  omen  of  future  ilL  The  waters 
flfwelled  above  their  banks,  and  overflowed  the  adjacent 
oountxy ;  the  Sublician  bridge'  was  carried  away  by  the  flood ; 
and  the  ruins  that  fell  in,  obstructing  the  course  of  the  river, 
the  torrent  was  thrown  back,  so  that  not  only  the  level  parts 
of  the  city,  but  even  the  higher  grounds^  where  no  such 
casualty  was  apprehended,  were  covered  with  water.  The 
people  in  the  streets  were  carried  away,  and  numbers  were 
cat  off  in  their  shops,  and  in  their  beds.  The  common  people 
were  exposed  to  fitmine,  want  of  employment,  and  scarcity  of 
the  materials  of  subsistence.  The  stagnant  waters  sapped  the 
foondations  of  the  plebeians'  houses,  and  when  the  flood 
returned  into  its  channel,  they  fell  The  sensation  produced 
by  this  disaster  was  no  sooner  over,  than  a  Hew  occurrence 

'  The  iale  in  the  Tiber,  now  called  Isola  di  Si.  Bartolomeo. 

*  The  Sublician  Bridge,  so  called,  because  built  on  wooden  piles.  A 
foundation  of  solid  marble  was  laid  afterwards  :  nothing  remains  at 
preaent  but  the  ruins. 
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spr^d  a  general  terror.  Otho  was  preparing  to  set  out  ou 
bis  expedition :  his  way  was  over  the  field  of  Mars,  and  tho 
Flaminian  road;  but  both  places  were  impassable.  Thi& 
circumstance,  though  accidental,  or  the  effect  of  natural  causes, 
was  magnified  into  a  prodigy,  by  which  the  gods  denounced 
the  slaughter  of  armies,  and  a  train  of  public  calamities. 

87.  Having  purified  the  city,  and  weighed  the  various  plana 
for  the  conduct  of  the  war,  as  the  Penine  and  the  Cottiau 
Alps,  with  all  tho  passes  into  the  Gauls,  were  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Yitellius  and  his  armies,  Otho  resolved  to  make  a 
descent  on  Narbon  Gaul,  with  a  fleet  well  manned,  and  firmly 
attached  to  his  party;  for  having  formed  into  a  legion  all  who 
survived  the  massacre  at  the  Milvian  bridge,  and  had  been, 
by  Galba's  orders,  thrown  into  prison,  he  had  inspired  all  the 
others  with  the  like  hopes  of  preferment.  To  his  fleet  he 
added  the  city  cohorts,  and  a  considerable  detachment  from 
the  prsetorian  guards,  the  strength  and  flower  of  his  army; 
and  adapted  to  assist  the  counsels,  and  keep  an  eye  upon  the 
fidelity  of  the  generals  themselves.  The  conduct  of  the  expe- 
dition was  committed  to  Antonius  Novellus  and  Suedius 
Clemens,  centurions  of  principal  rank,  and  JSmilius  Pacensis, 
a  tribune  degraded  by  Galba,  whom  he  had  restored  to  his 
rank.  A  freedman,  Oscus,  directed  the  operations  of  tho 
fleet,  having  been  solicited  to  act  as  a  spy  on  better  men  than 
himself.  The  horse  and  infantry  were  put  under  the  command 
of  Suetonius  Paulinus,  Marius  Celsus,  and  Annius  Gallus, 
But  in  Licinius  Procidus,  praefect  of  the  praetorians,  Otho 
reposed  his  chief  confidence.  This  officer,  in  time  of  peace, 
discharged  his  duties  with  ability,  but  he  Imd  seen  no  service; 
and  by  placing  in  an  invidious  light  the  several  talents  of  the 
generals,  the  authority  of  Paulinus,  the  ardour  of  Celsus,  and 
the  judgment  of  Gallus,  this  depraved  and  crafty  character 
rose  superior  to  men  of  unassuming  worth;  a  task  very  easy 
to  be  performed. 

88.  About  that  time  Cornelius  Dolabella  was,  by  his  order, 
oonveyed  under  a  guard  to  the  Aquinian  colony,  to  be  kept 
out  of  the  way  in  undisguised  but  not  close  confinement  His 
only  crime  was  the  antiquity  of  his  family,  and  his  afl&nity  to 
Galba.  Several  magistrates,  and  others  of  consular  rank,  had 
it  in  command  to  attend  Otho  on  his  expedition,  not  to  assist 
in  the  war  by  their  counsels  or  their  valour,  but  to  swell  the 
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pomp  of  the  emperor's  retinue.  In  the  number  was  Luciua 
Vitellius,  who  was  suffered  to  mix  with  the  rest  of  the  train, 
undistinguished  either  as  the  brother  of  one  emperor^  or  the 
enemy  of  another.  During  these  preparations,  Eome  pre- 
sented a  scene  of  solicitude  and  confusion.  No  order  of  men 
was  exempt  from  fear  or  anger.  The  principal  senators^ 
enfeebled  by  age,  or  enervated  by  a  long  peace ;  the  nobility, 
sunk  in  sloth  and  unwarlike  habits;  the  Roman  knights, 
without  any  military  experience — ^the  more  they  assumed  an 
air  of  confidence,  the  njore  clearly  their  fears  were  seen. 
Some,  on  the  contrary,  bought  with  vain  and  senseless  osten- 
tation the  most  splendid  armour,  horses  for  parade,  all  the 
conveniences  of  a  luxurious  table,  and  incentives  to  inordinate 
appetite,  as  if  such  implements  were  a  necessary  part  of  their 
camp-equipage.  The  wise  and  moderate  thought  of  nothing 
but  their  own  safety  and  the  public  welfare;  while  the  vain 
and  heartless,  whose  views  did  not  extend  to  remote  conse- 
quences, filled  their  minds  with  chimerical  expectations;  and 
tdl  who  were  bankrupts  both  in  fame  and  fortune,  hoped  to 
find  in  the  distractions  of  their  coimtiy  that  security,  which 
in  quiet  times  they  had  never  known. 

89.  The  lower  orders  and  the  people,  though  from-  their 
vast  nimibers  exempt  from  public  cares,  began,  however,  to 
feel  the  ill  effects  of  war.  They  saw  the  whole  revenue 
exhausted  in  the  service  of  the  an^y ;  they  laboured  under  a 
scarcity  of  provisions,  whereas  in  the  troubles  stirred  up  by 
Yindex,  those  inconveniences  had  not  extended  to  the  people, 
as  the  city  was  tranquil,  and  that  commotion  was  in  the 
remote  parts  of  Gaul,  a  foreign  afi&ir  between  the  legions  and 
the  provindal  insurgents.  For  from  the  time  when  Augustus 
established  the  power  of  the  Csesars,  the  wars  which  the 
Bonum  people  carried  on,  brought  honour  and  solicitude  to 
one  person  only.  Under  Tiberius  and  Caligula,  the  evils  of 
peace  were  the  dreaded  calamities.  The  attempt  of  Scri* 
bonianus^  to  shake  the  authority  of  Gaudius  was  crushed  as 

^  Farins  Camillua  Scrihonianus  commanded  in  Dalmatia,  A.D.  42. 
Being  a  man  of  enterprise  and  bold  ambition,  he  induced  the  soldiers 
to  Bwear  fidelity  to  himself,  and  went  into  open  rebellion.  His  letters 
to  the  emperor  Claudius  were  written  in  a  tone  of  menace,  requiring 
him  to  abdicate,  and  Hve  a  private  citizen.  In  the  meantime,  the  rebel 
legions  returned  to  their  duty ;  Scribonianus  fled  to  a  small  island  of 
the  Adriatic,  on  the  coast  of  lUyricum,  and  there  was  seized  and  put 
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soon  as  di9C0T«ired.  Nero  was  midoiie  by  nrnxmn  and  vagutt 
inteUigence,  not  by  §oroe  of  arms.  In  tbe  present  junc^nie 
jthe  pressure  was  felt  at  Itoncke.  The  fleets  and  lemons,  and) 
contrary  to  the  nsoai  pcactioe,  tbe  prsetorian  bands  and  city 
cohorts,  were  obliged  to  take  the  field.  The  east  and  west, 
9nd  the  provinces  in  rear  of  the  leading  i^efs^  were  up  ia 
arms;  and,  under  better  generals^  there  were  ample  mateiiala 
jor  a  long  and  difficult  war.  When  Otho  was  <settii^  oat»  a 
ecruple  was  started  to  deter  him  from  proceeding,  till  ibtt 
ceremony  of  depositing  the  sacred  shields^  was  performed.  He 
i^epudiatedall  idea  cf  delay,  whidi  had  been  the  ruin  of  N«tx>y 
and  would  be  so  to  hiimseif.  Osedna  by  ths  time  had  paffied 
the  Alps.;  a  motive  which  stimidated  him  iivesistihly  to 
exertion. 

90,  On  the  day  preceding  the  ida  of  Maidi,  Otho  com-' 
mended  the  care  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
£fttheFs,  and  (»*dered  the  property  of  such  as  had  been  reealled 
from  banidiment,  since  the  death  of  N&s^,  to  be  i«0toi«d 
to  the  i^speotive  owners;  an  act  i2n  strict  conformity  wi<^ 
juiMce,  in  «f^eai!a!noe  munificent,  but  df  little  use,  as  the 
public  officers  had  long  sinoe  seised  tiae  whole.  Otho  then 
harangued  the  peepie;  he  talked  in  a  pompovs  Btyle  of  the 
/consent  of  the  senate  and. people  in  hxs  &.Tour,  and  of  the 
meiiesty  of  the  Eoman  citizens ;  hut  mentaoaed  the  adverse 
party  in  terms  of  uiit^ted  censare,  imputing  to  the  l^k»8 
error  in  Judgment  rather  than  a  turi>«lent  e^KoL  Of  Vitel- 
llus  he  made  no  mention ;  perhaps  from  motives  of  delicacy, 
or  perhaps  the  writer  of  ^e  speech,  looking  &»rward  to  1^ 
6wa  safety,  abstained  from  inviective  against  Vit^ua  Far 
as  in  all  military  <^>ecations  Suetonius  Pandinns  »nd  MariQa 
Oelsus  w^e  Otho's  ad^^secs;  so  in  matters  of  avil  adminia- 

iko  d^arOi  by  Volaginius,  b  oommon  mldie^  <<Hi  the  ^Bftb  -diiy  of  his 
revolt.    Suetonius,  Life  of  Claudius,  8.  35;  and  Me  below,  ii.  75. 

^  Kuma,  the  founder  of  religious  ceremonies,  taught  tke  Honans 
^bat  as  long  as  tbey  xyreserved  tbe  Ancilia,  or  sacred  shields,  Rome 
would  prove  invincible,  and  tciumph  over  aU  tier  wiwafea>,  ▲ocofe^ 
ix\gly  we  read  in  Livy  of  the  procewnon  of  the  SaliaB  pnesti^  •&  staftel 
days,  attending  the  Ancilia  with  soiig  and  dmee  througk  the  uinecti  ef 
Home :  "  Salios  oo^tia  arma,  quae  Aaoilia  iqipriikiirtar,  Itm^  ao  ptf 
arbem  ire  sanentes  oarnuma  cua  trijNidais  Bokomiftte  «alUtUi  jusBcna 
Kuina.^-^ivT,  1Tb.  i  SO,  Thia  jnatitiitiBa  waa  nne^MlMl  l^  OIha 
Suetoniua^  Life  of  Otho^  «.  S. 
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intson,  he  a^aiM  tdinself  of  the  talentsr  of  Gakrios  l^cbalus.^ 
I^ero  -wtere  too  aome  who  reoognised  the  peculiar  style  of 
Smmaac  oloqueDoe,  mudi  in  vogue  at  tbe  bar,  and  calculated 
i»  iiti  tte  ear  from  its  oc^ious  and  high-eounding  character. 
Li  oonfonnk J  witli  the  prevailitig  spirit  d  adulation,  the 
popuiaDe  reoeii^  him  mih  poelauiations,  and  expressions  of 
CKtcKvagfl&t  and  lioilow  applsMise.  They  vied  with  each  oilier 
in  demoQStratMiiB  of  ssbsI  and  invocation  of  bleseings,  as 
tiiough  Cflsssr  i^  dictator,  or  Augustus  the  emperor,  were 
the  olyeet  of  Hieir  attentions:  nor  were  they  ix^uenced  by 
ter  or  love  of  Mm,  but  by  an  inordinste  passion  for  slavery  | 
and,  jitter  the  manner  of  domestic  slaves,  each  was  stimulated 
by  fidfifiih  motiveas,  and  no  longer  felt  any  concern  for  the 
honour  of  the  community.  Odio,  on  his  departure,  left  the 
ptQservation  of  the  peace  of  t^e  city,  and  the  administration 
of  the  govetnment,  to  the  discretion  of  his  brother,  Salviiaa 
Citia&ii&^ 
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1.  Ill  B.  diirtant  part  of  tfce  world  fortune  was  now  concerting 
the  commenoenjent  of  that  series  of  events  that  originated 
a  dynasty,  under  wbidi  the  commonwealth  experienced  the 
extreme  vicismtudes  of  the  highest  happiness  and  the  direst 
affliction;'  and  the  princes  of  which  enjoyed  supreme  felicity, 
or  met  with  a  disastrous  Me.  Whilp  GaJba  stiH  possessed 
the  sovereign  power,  Titus  Vespasian,  by  order  of  liis  fether„ 
aet  out  from  Judsea,  for  the  purpose,  as  he  stated,  of  paying 

1  HQalerins  Tiaohaliw  was  joint  otmsul  with  Silius  Itftlicus,  ▲.!).  68.j 
'  Oiho  left  the  city  of  Rome  on  tHe  24th  day  of  March,  as  appears 
from  SuetoBioB,  who  uMBtioiifi  hk  uegleet  of  the  iiiatliaitions  vektiiig 
te>  tbe  A.TwiE«»  -au  aa  inauspicioiui  be^niuiig  ef  the  war.  Suetonitjfr 
adds,  that  he  set  oi^  on  the  day  wheat  aJl  who  paid  their  worship)  to. 
the  iDothar  of  the  ^ods  began  the  usual  oeremonieB.  Thet  day  waa  itie 
9th4if  theoal6nd8^AprU,whiohattflweratothe24thof  MBMh.  SeH 
Sufltooiuiv  Li£e  «f  Otbq,  fl.  8. 

■  Under  Vespasian  and  Titus,  Rome  was  ha^^py ;  b«t  the  fovcnn^. 
Mnt  of  TkimitiiB^  ia  whooa  the  Flavian  line  t&rwmBXed,  was  In- 
tolerable ) 
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respect  to  the  emperor,  and  because  he  was  arrived  at  years* 
to  begin  the  career  of  public  honours:  but  the  common 
people,  who  delight  in  surmises^  believed  he  came  to  be  adopted 
heir  to  the  empire,  and  circulated  the  rumour.  The  advanced 
age  of  Galba,  his  want  of  issue,  and  the  busy  spirit  of  the 
populace  in  fixing  upon  a  number  of  persons,  as  long  as  no 
one  was  selected,  added  to  the  probability  of  the  report  j  which 
derived  additional  credibility  from  the  genius  of  Titus  him- 
self, which  was  adequate  to  the  highest  elevation;  from  the 
grace  and  majestic  style  of  his  person;  the  flourishing  state 
of  Vespasian;  prophetic  responses;^  and  even  casual  circum- 
stances, which  are  regarded  as  omens  of  an  event  which  the 
mind  is  previously  inclined  to  believe.  In  the  city  of  Corinth 
in  Achaia,  Titus  received  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Galba^ 
and  assurances  &om  persons  who  had  come  there,  that  ViteL 
lius  was  in  motion  at  the  head  of  an  army.  He  carefully 
revolved  the  matter  in  his  mind,  and  summoning  a  councU 
ofhis  most  confidential  friends,  weighed  all  the  circimxstanoes 
of  his  predicament  on  either  supposition.  '^  If  he  proceeded 
to  Rome,  the  homage  intended  for  a  prince  now  no  more 
would  have  no  merit  with  his  successor;  and  to  remain  a 
hostage  in  the  custody  of  Otho,  or  Yitellius,  would,  most 
probably,  be  his  lot.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  returned,  he 
must  inevitably  give  umbrage  to  the  conqueror;  and  yet,  as 
it  happened  while  the  issue  of  the  war  was  uncertain,  and 
especisJly  if  Vespasian  should  join  the  party,  his  son  would  be 
excused.  But  if  Vespasian  should  put  in  a  claim  for  the 
government,  he  must  cease  to  think  of  ofiences  amidst  the 
cares  of  war." 

'     2.  After  oscillating  for  some  time  between  hope  and  fear, 

in  consequence  of  these  and  similar  reflections,  he  yielded  ta 

'.  hope.     A  change  so  sudden  was  by  some  imputed  to  his  love 

•  of  Queen  Berenice.'    It  is  true  he  was  not  indifierent  to  her; 

^  Titus,  at  this  time,  was  in  his  twenty-eighth  year.  By  the  favour 
of  Narcissus,  to  whom  Vespasian  -paid  his  court,  he  had  been  educated 
in  the  palace  with  Britannicus,  the  son  of  Claudius. 

*  Suetonius  tells  us,  that  Narcissus  consulted  a  fortune-teller  about 
the  destiny  of  Britannicus :  the  answer  was  unfavourable  to  the  youn^ 
prince,  but  assured  Titus  that  he  was  bom  to  the  imperial  dignity. 
Suetonius,  Life  of  Titus,  s.  2. 

'  Berenice  was  sister  to  Agrippa  II.,  and  wife  of  Herod,  king  of 
Chalcis,  in  Syria. 
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but  it  interfered  not  with  his  duties.  Titus  in  his  youth 
indulged  in  pleasures,  and  was  more  distinguished  for  self- 
control  in  his  own  than  in  his  &ther*s  reign.  He  set  sail 
for  Corinth,  and  after  steering  along  the  coast  of  Achaia 
and  Asia,  which  lay  to  the  left,  he  directed  his  course  towards 
Hhodes  and  Cyprus.  From  those  islands  he  went  across  the 
open  sea>  to  the  coast  of  Syria.  At  Cyprus  curiosity  led  him 
to  -visit  the  temple  of  tjie  Paphian  Venus,  famous  for  the 
worship  paid  by  the  inhabitants,  and  the  conflux  of  strangers 
to  it.  It  will  not  perhaps  be  tedious  to  trace  the  origin  of 
its  worship,  to  describe  the  situation  of  the  temple,  and  the 
form  of  the  goddess,  differing  as  it  does  entirely  from  what  is 
seen  in  any  other  place. 

^  3.  The  founder  of  the  temple,  if  we  believe  ancient  tradi-* 
tion,  was  king  iElrias:^  a  name  ascribed  by  some  writers  to 
the  goddess  herselfl  According  to  a  more  recent  opinion,  the  • 
temple  was  built  and  dedicated  by  king  Cinyras,'  on  the  spot 
where  the  goddess,  after  emerging  from  her  native  waves,  was 
gently  wafted  to  the  shore :  the  science  and  practice  of  divina- 
tion were  imported  by  Thamyras,  the  Cilician,  and  it  was 
settled  by  mutual  compact,  between  the  priest  and  Cinyras, 
the  king  of  the  island,  that  the  sacerdotal  function  should  be 
held  by  the  descendants  of  their  respective  families.  In  pro- 
cess of  time,  the  race  of  Thamyras,  willing  that  the  sovereign 
should  be  distinguished  by  a  superior  prerogative,  resigned 
the  conduct  of  fiie  mysteries,  of  which  their  ancestors  were 
the  founders.  A  priest  of  the  royal  line  only  is  consulted. 
For  victims,  animals  of  every  species  are  allowed,  at  the  option 
of  the  votarist,  provided  he  chooses  from  the  male  kind  only* 
The  fibres  of  ki(fe  are  deemed  to  afford  the  surest  prognostics. 
The  altar  is  never  stained  with  blood,  and,  though  exposed  to 
the  open  air,  never  moistened  by  rain,*  Supplications  and 
the  pure  flame  of  fire  are  the  only  offerings.     The  statue 

*  Tbe  Tiae  of  the  compass  being  not  yet  known,  men  did  not  like  to 
lose  sight  of  the  shore ;  whence  the  expression,  audentioribiu  spatiU, 

*  JErias  has  been  mentioned  in  another  place  as  the  founder  of  the 
Paphian  temple;  Annals,  iii  63. 

*  Cinyras  is  said  by  Apollodorus  to  have  been  one  of  the  kings  of 
Assyria* 

*  This  circumstance  is  mentioned  by  Pliny,  in  his  Natural  History: 
*  Celebre  fanimi  habet  Veneris  Paphos,  in  cuius  quandam  aram  non 
impluiC— Pliny,  lib.  iL  96,  ^  j      u 


70  TRS  HISIOBT^  [b«  IT. 

of  the  goddess  bears  noeB^Dblance  to  the  human  form:  it 
is  round  throughout,  broad  at  one  end,  and  gradually  tap^^ 
ing  to  a  n&rrow  span  at  the  other,  likfi  a  goaL  The  reaaon 
of  this  is  unasoeitained. 

4.  Titus  having  yievred  the  wealth  of  the  temple,  the 
presents  of  kings,  and  the  other  rarities,  which  the  genius  of 
the  Greeks,  fond  of  antiquity,  a£Sscts  to  xd»t  to  remote  and 
obscure  times,  first  consulted  th^  oracle  about  his  future 
Toyage.  A  esdm  sea  and  a  safe  passage  were  promised.  He 
th^a  slew  a  number  of  yiotims,  and,  in  eircuitous  terms^ 
inquired  into  his  own  destiny.  The  priest^  whose  name  was 
SostratuB^  finding  the  entraOB  of  sereral  animals  agreeing  in 
&y curable  prognostics,  and  that  the  goddess  was  propitious^ 
answered  horiety  &r  the  pres^Qit,  in  high  aspirations,  but 
afterwards,  at  a  prirate  interriew,  laid  open  the  seoreta .  of 
'  fiiturity.  Titus,  swelling  with  yast  anticipatians,  proceeded 
on  his  ToyagOy  and  joined  his  £Either,  whik  the  armies  and 
provinees  of  l^'East  w^re  undeeided,  and  QOBtribnted  im- 
mensely to  turn  the  scale.  Vespasian  had  almost  bron^t 
the  Jewish  war  to  a  conclusion.  Nothing  remained  but  tha 
siege  of  Jerusalem;  an  arduous  enterprise^  not  so  mitch  o(a 
account  of  the  resources  of  the  enemy  to  endure  the  difficulties 
of  a  siege,  as  by  reason  of  the  hiU,  and  their  stubborn  super- 
stition. Vespasian,  as  already  mentioned  had  three  legiooo 
under  his  command,  all  inured  to  the  serrioe.  Mudanus,  ixL 
a  proyince  at  peace,  was  at  the  head  of  four  legions;  emuh^ 
tion,  and  the  gallant  egcertions  of  the  army  under  Vespasian^ 
had  stimulated  them  into  actiyity:  they  were  not  mada 
spldiers  in  the  field;  but  being  unimpaired  by  &tigue,  they 
were  as  efficient  as  those  whom  dangers  and  toils  had 
inyigorated.  Both  had  an  auxiliary  force  of  horse  and  foot^ 
besides  ships  and  the  (support  of  the  kings;  and  both  were  in 
high  repute,  but  for  different  reasons^  and,  fer  qualities  pecuUair 
to  each. 

'  5.  Vespasian  was  prompt  and  zealous  in  the  seryice;  het 
was  often  seen  at  the  head  of  a  march :  he  went  in  person  to 
mark  out  the  ground  of  his  camp^  and,  by  night  as  well  aa 
day,  thwarting  the  plans  of  his  enemies  by  his  counsels,  and^ 
if  need  were,  by  active  operations.  In  his  diet,  content  with 
whateyer  came  before  him;  in  his  apparel,  scarce  distin«* 
guished  from  the  common  men ;  and  if  he  were  free  &onx 
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ftvftnee^  qioite  oqiaal  to  the  gexMrala  of  antiquit j.  The  pnde 
and  richei»  oC  Mueianus^  oa  the  eoatmrj^  IshoA  kim  in  eveary* 
thing  above  the  xank  of  a  pnTafea  eitiaen.  He  was  a  moiv 
aooomplished  speaker,  and  elever  iu  the  ordmog  and  fbreoeyit 
jof  civil  afi^r% — an  adsiirablie  Qompound  ol  parixice^ j  qualities^ 
if,  deduetijQg  thar  vioes,  their  Tirtues  Oioly  wore  ooinabiiied. 
Situated  9a  tiney  vere  in  eontiguous  proviuces,  Yeq>asiaQ  in 
Juda9a»  and  Mncianus  in  Sjn%  they  hehdd  each  other,  foir 
moae  ime,  with  the  jeeloiisy  of  nvak.  The  death  of  Nero 
put  an  end  to  their  dissensions  r  £rom  that  time  they  began 
to  Act  in  concerts  Their  mutual  friends  nxade  the  first  ad- 
TaoceB  towards  a  xeeonoihatioB ;  afterwards  Titus  formed  the 
great  bond  of  union  between  them,  and  made  them  sink  their 
mminal  jealousies  in  the  common  interests  Nature  and  act 
had  quaMed  Titus  to  win  the  attachment  of  all  charact^rB, 
ev^^  of  MiK:ianu&  The  tribunes,  the  centurions,  and  the 
common  men,  were  brought  oyer  by  various  means.  The 
diligent  met  with  encouragement,  the  licentious  with  induN 
gence»  and»  according  to  the  bent  of  each  man's  dispositioi;^ 
aU  were  secured  by  ^eir  virtuea  or  their  vices. 
'  6.  Before  the  arrival  of  Titus,  both  armies  had  sworn 
fidelity  to  Otho, — ^with  such  speed,  as  is  usual,  had  they 
deceived  intelligence  of  what  passed  at  Eome ;  while  the  pre* 
parations  for  a  civil  war  are  in  their  nature  slow  and  dijQ^cult* 
The  £ast^  which  had  long  reposed  in  peaces  now,  for  the  first 
time,  began  to  think  of  mixing  in  the  feuds  that  shook  the 
empire.  Heretofore  the  most  important  civil  contests  arose 
in  Gaul  or  Italy,  and  were  decided  by  the  forces  of  the  Wesl 
it  ia  true  i^i  Pompey,  Oassius,  Brutus,  and  Antony,  carried 
the  war  across  the  Mediterranean,  and  had  reason  to  repent, 
^ria  and  Judsea  heard  of  the  Csesai-s^  but  seldom  saw  them. 
^e  k^ons  were  imdisturbed  by  sedition.  £mbroiled  at 
difierent  times  with  the  Parthians,  they  had  a  few  shght  eon- 
ilietSi  with  varying  success.  In  the  late  civil  war/  when  every 
J»rt  of  the  empire  was  agitated,,  the  East  was  unmoved* 
Galba  obtained  the  sovereignty,  and  the  oriental  legi(»ui 
acquiesced ;  but  it  was  no  sooner  known  that  Otho  and  Vitel^ 
has  were  engaged  in  an  impious  war  against  their  country 
tiian  they  began  to  murmur,  and  calculate  their  resomrc^ 
lest  while  oUiers  obtained  the  rewards,  of  conferring  the. 
^  The  last  civil  war  was  that  between  Yindex  aad  Nera 
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sovereignty,  all  they  would  have  to  do  woidd  be  to  receiVe 
the  yoke.  Forthwith  Syria  and  Judeea  reckoned  seven  legions^ 
with  a  large  body  of  auxiliaries:  contiguous  to  these  was 
Egyptj  with  two  legions ;  in  another  part,  Cappadocia  and 
Pontus,  and  the  forces  that  lined  the  frontier  of  Armenia: 
Asia,  and  the  rest  of  the  provinces,  were  provided  with  men 
and  money.  All  the  islands,  and  the  sea  itself,  propitious 
and  safe  for  the  transport  of  the  materials  of  the  war;  and 
the  Mediterranean,  which  afforded  them  &cilities  for  making 
hostile  preparations  in  security.* 

^  It  will  be  proper,  in  this  place,  to  state  the  names  of  the  Rofliaa 
legions,  and  the  places  where  they  were  stationed,  as  given  by  Brotier. 
The  names  of  the  several  legions  were  as  follow : — !•  Legio  Prima,  the 
first  legion. — 2.  Legio  Prima  Italica,  the  first -Italic  legion,  raised  by 
Nero,  as  appears  in  Dio,  lib.  Iv. — 3.  Legio  Prima  Adjutrix,  an  ad- 
ditional legion,  according  to  Dio  raised  by  Nero  from  the  marines,  and 
for  that  reason  called  Legio  Prima  Adjutrix  Classioorum. — i.  hegio 
Secunda,  the  second  legion. — 5.  Legio  Secunda  Adjutriz,  raised  by 
Vespasian  during  the  war  with  Vitellius. — 6.  Legio  Tertia,  the  third 
legion;  stationed  in  Syria.— 7.  Legio  Tertia;  another,  called  also  the 
third,  in  Egypt. — 8.  Legio  Tertia;  another,  stationed  in  Africa. — 9. 
Legio  Quarta,  the  fourth  legion,  called,' to  distinguish  it  from  au  other 
fourth  legion,  Legio  Quarta  Macedonica. — 10.  Legio  Quarta,  another 
fourth  legion,  called,  for  the  sake  of  distinction,  Legio  Quarta  Scythica. 
— 11.  Legio  Quinta,  the  fifth  legion. — 12.  Legio  Quinta  Macedonica, 
the  fifth  legion,  called  the  Mac^onian. — 13.  Legio  Sexta,  the  sixth 
legion,  sometimes  called  Legio  Sexta  Yictriz. — 14.  Legio  Sexta  Ferrata, 
another  sixth  legion,  with  the  addition  of  Ferrate  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  former. — 15.  Legio  Septima  Claudiana,  the  seventh,  called 
also  the  Claudian. — 16.  Legio  Septima  GkJbiana,  the  seventh,  called 
the  Gkdbian. — 17.  Legio  Octava,  the  eighth  legion,  sometimes  called 
Invicta. — 18.  Legio  Nona,  the  ninth  legion ;  sometimes  called  Qemina, 
because  it  was  one  legion  formed  out  of  two. — 19.  Legio  Decima,  the 
tenth  legion,  quartered  in  Spain. — 20.  Legio  Decima,  another  tenth 
legion,  quartered  in  Judsea. — ^21.  Legio  Undecima,  the  eleventh  legion, 
sometimes  with  the  additional  title  of  Claudiana. — ^22.  Legio  Duode* 
cima,  the  twelfth  legion,  sometimes  called  Legio  Duodecima  Fulminea. 
— 23.  Legio  Tertia  Decima,  the  thirteenth  legion ;  called  also  Qemina, 
because  composed  of  two  united  into  one.  Legio  Quarta  Decima,  the 
fourteenth  legion. — 24.  Leg^o  Quinta  Decima,  the  fifteenth  legion,  sta- 
tioned in  the  Lower  Germany. — 25.  Legio  Quinta  Decima,  another 
fifteenth  legion,  quartered  in  Judsea ;  sometimes  called  Legio  Quinta 
Decima  Apollinaris. — 26.  Legio  Sexta  Decima,  the  sixteenth  legion.-— 
27.  Legio  Septima  Decima,  ti^e  seventeenth  legion;  thought  to  be  one 
of  those  that  safiered  in  the  slaughter  of  Varus. — 28.  Legio  Duodevi* 
cesima,  the  eighteenth  legion,  another  of  the  legions  under  Yarus.-^* 
29.  Legio  Undevicesima,  the  nineteenth  legion,  another  legion  under 
Yarns. — 30.  Legio  Yicesima,  the  twentieth  legion,  called  by  Dio,  Va- 
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7*  The  zeal  of  the  soldiers  ^as  no  secret  to  the  com- 
xnanders-in-chief;..bttt  they  judged  it  best  to  wait  the  issue 
of  the  war  in  Europe, — aware  tibat,  between  the  victor  and 
the  yanquished  a  sincere  coalition  never  can  succeed,  and 
irhether  fortune  &Youred  the  arms  of  Otho  or  Yitellius,  the 
consequence  would  be  the  same.  The  pride  of  victory  is  apt  < 
to  corrupt  even  the  ablest  generals.  Discord,  sloth,  and 
luxury  would  be  the  ruin  of  both :  their  own  vices  would 
destroy  them — one  in  the  course  of  the  war,  the  other  in 
victory.  For  these  reasons  they  postponed  operations  till  an 
opportimity  arose.  Vespasian  and  Mucianus,  lately  recon- 
cUed  to  each  other,  concurred  in  this  opinion,  which  had 
been  beforehand  adopted  by  their  Mends.  Men  of  principle 
acted  with  a  view  to  the  public  good ;  •  many  were  impelled 
by  the  allurements  of  plunder,  others  by  the  precarious  con- 
dition of  their  domestic  affairs.  Good  and  evil,  from  diflFerent 
motives,  but  with  imiform  zeal,  were  all  eager  for  war. 

8.  About  this  time,  a  report  that  Nero  was  still  alive,  and 
on  his  way  to  the  East,  excited  a  false  alarm  through  Achaia 
and  Asia.  The  accoimts  of -his*  death  had  been  various,  which 
caused  the  more  to  assert  that  he  was  alive,  and  to  believe 
it.  In  the  course  of  this  work  the  reader  will  hear  of  the 
attempts  of  various  pretenders,  and  the  fate  that  attended 

lexia  Victrix.  —  31.  Legio  TJna-et-viceaima,  the  twenty -first  legion, 
Bomethnes  with  the  addition  of  Rapaz. — 32.  Legio  Duo-et-vicesima, 
the  twenty-second  legion,  stationed  in  Germany.— 33.  Legio  Duo-et- 
vicesima,  another  twenty-second  legion,  quartered  in  Egypt. — 34.  Legio 
e  Claasids,  a  legion  formed  out  of  the  marine  soldiers  by  Yitellius,  in  hia 
last  distress,  but  soon  received  into  Vespasian's  party,  and  never  more 

Such  were  the  names  of  the  legions  that  occur  in  Tacitus.  If,  from 
the  whole  number,  we  deduct  the  seventeenth,  eighteenth,  and  nine- 
teenth, which  were  all  cut  off  under  Varus,  and  also  the  last,  formed 
out  of  the  marines  by  Vitellius,  and  heard  of  no  more,  it  will  appear 
that,  in  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  wars,  the  military  establishment, 
^dusive  of  the  forces  in  Italy,  consisted  of  thirty  legions.  Their  sta- 
tions were  as  follows : — ^In  Britain :  the  second,  ninth,  twentieth ; — in 
Spain ;  the  first  Adjutrix,  the  sixth,  the  tenth ; — in  Gaul :  the  first 
Italic ; — ^in  Lower  Germany :  the  first,  fifth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth ; — in 
Upper  Germany :  the  fourth,  twenty-first,  twenty-second  ;~in  Pannonia: 
the  seventh  Galbian,  the  thirteenth ; — in  Dalmatia :  the  eleventh,  the 
fourteenth; — ^in  Mcesia:  the  seventh  Claudian,  the  eighth; — ^in  Syria: 
the  third,  fourth,  sixth,  twelfth; — ^in  Judsea;  the  fifth,  tenth,  fifteenth; 
— ^in  Egypt :  the  third,  the  twen^y-pecond ;— in  Africa;  the  third. 


them.^  The  impostor^  in  this  ease,  was  a  slave  from  Foatua, 
or,  according  to  some  writer^  a  freedmaa  froxQ  li^^?  vho 
played  with  skill  on  the  barp^  and  had  a  iiMisiGaF  voice. 
With  those  tale&ts,  aii^  a  countenanoo  that  jeso^okkd  Nero 
superadded,  he  was  the  nearer  aitioceeding  in  the  impostuie^ 
Bj  immense  promises,  he  drew  to  his  party  a  numbar  of 
deserters,  whom  their  poverty  oompellod  to  l^d  ^  vibrant 
life.  With  this  crew  ha  put  to  see^  but  was  thrown  by 
adverse  winds  on  the  isle  of  Cythnus.  At  that  place  he  £e^ 
in  with  a  party  of  soUdierGi  oa  their  return  from  the  East. 
Some  of  these  he  enlisted;  and  suoh  as  refused,  he  ordered  to 
be  put  to  death.  Having  plundered  the  merchants,  and 
armed  the  stoutest  of  their  slaves,  he  endeavoured  to  seduce 
Sisenna^  a  oenturion  from  Syria,  who  happened  to  land  <m 
the  isWd  Qif  Cythnus,  on  his  way  to  greet  the  preetoriaii 
bands  in  the  name  of  the  Syrian  army,  and,  in  tokai  ol 
friendship^  to  {nresent  two  right  bands  elasping  each  otber^ 
Apprehending  danger  from  so  bold  an  adventurer,  Sisenna 
made  his  escape  from  the  island.  A  geueval  panic  seized 
the  inhabitants.  Kumbers  were  elated  to  find  the  name  of 
INero  so  rife,  hating  the  existing  system^  and  vi^ung  fer  ai 
revolution.  , 

9.  The  &me  of  this  pretended  Nero  gained  strength  every^ 
day,  when  by  a  sudden  accident  the  illufiion  vanished.  It 
happened  that  Calpumius  Asprenas,  whom  Galba  had  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Galatia  and  Famphylia,  arrived  at  tha 
jsle  of  Cythnus,  with  two  galleys  that  escorted  him»  frooa  th^ 
^eet  at  Misenum.  The  e(»ninanders  of  the  ships  wrare  sum^ 
tooned,  in  the  name  of 'Nero,  to  attend  their  lawful  prince* 
The  impostor,  with  an  air  of  dejection^  implored  their  assist* 
ance,  by  the  duty  which  they  owed  him,  and  prayed  for  sa& 
conduct  either  to  Syria  or  to  Egypt.  The  masters  of  tim 
•galleys,  either  wavering  or  intending  to  deceive,  desired  timef 
to  speak  to  their  sailors,  and  promised  to  return  when  they 
had  prepared  thdr  minds.  But  Asprenas  was  di^y  infcHrQQkel 
of  aU  that  passed,  and,  at  his  instance,  the  ship  was  s^2sed» 
and  the  jw^tended  emperor,  whoever  he  was,  put  to  deatlu 
The  person  of  the  man,  his  eyes,  his  hair,  and  w  ferocity  of 

^  A  Bumber  of  impostors,  at  different  tisoes,  asBusoed  the  aame  of 
Nero^    See  Suetozuufi,  XjI»  of  Nero,  a.  57. 
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lus  cojimtesaiiee,  irere  remarkable.  His  bod;  was  couYeyed 
to  Asia,  and  afterwards  sent  to  Borne. 

1(L  In  a  city  distracted  by  internal  discord,  and,  amid  sq 
waaxj  rerolttttonis,  fluet^atii^  between  liberty  and  anarchy, 
eren  trivial  txansaetions  excited  Tident  commotions.  Yibi\i^ 
Grisptis^  a  man,  for  bis  wealth,  his  power,  and  his  talents^ 
accounted  an  eminent  rather  than  c|  good  eitisen,  cited  to  th€( 
bar  of  the  senate  Annius  J'austujs^  a  Eoman  knight,  and,  iu 
the  reign  of  Nero^  an  infonner  by  profession.  In  the  begin-- 
ning  of  Galba's  reign,  it  was  ordained  by  a  decree,  that  aU 
causes  against  ^le  race  of  public  accusers  dM>uld  be  fairljf 
heard  This  law,  however  ^utary,  was  enforced  or  relasedi 
as  the  person  accused  happened  to  be  of  weight  and  .con^ 
sequence,  or  ]pwc  and  friendless:  it  was,  notwithstanding^ 
still  in  force;  and  Crispus,  availing  himself  of^  it^^  exerted  all 
his  influence  to  ruin  the  man  who  had  been  the  prcsecutar. 
of  his  brother.^  In  the  senate  his  party  was  strong  and 
powerfdL  Without  hearing  the  criminal,  the  fathers  wer» 
fiir  condemning  him  to  immediate  execfation.  With  others 
on  the  contrary,  nothing  served  the  cause  of  the  accused  ao^ 
much  as  the  overwhdming  influence  of  the  prosecutor.  Thej>. 
insisted  that  the  speciflo  charge  should  be  exhibited,  and  % 
daj  fixed,  when  the  defendant,  however  guilty,  should  be^ 
allowed  the  common  right  of  being  heard  in  his  defence*, 
They  prevailed  in  the  fust  instance^  and  the  hearing  of  tha 
cause  was  adjourned  for  a  few  days.  The  trial  at  lengtk 
came  on,  and  Faustus  was  condemned,  but  not  with  that 
ijniversal  assent  of  the  people,  which  a  Ufe  of  iniquity  might 
have  warranted.  The  accuser,  it  waft  well  known,  Imd  beea 
oono^med  in  similar  prosecutions,  and  received  the  profits  of 
his  trade.  Men  rejoiced  to  see  the  punishment,  of  a  crime  so 
dangerous  and  detestable;  but  the  triumph  of  a  notorious 
offender  gave  disgust 

11.  Meanwhile,  the  affairs  of  Otho,  at  the  outset,  wore  a 
favourable  aspect.  The  armies  in  Itelmatia  and  Pannonia 
were  on  their  march  to  join  him.  A  detachmwit  of  two 
Hiousand  advanced  by  rapid  mordxes,  while  the  main  body 
followed  at  moderate  distances.  The  legions  that  composed 
this  force  were  the  seventh,  ^vbich  had  been  raised  by  Galba; 
the  eleventh,  the  thirteenth,  and  fourteeuth;  all  veterans,  m 

>  His  brotiker  was  Yibius  Secundus,  a  maa  conTietod  of  extartioQL^ 
AnnalB,  xiy.  28. 
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the  service,  and  the  last  in  great  renown  for  the  vigour  idth 
which  they  quelled  the  insurrection  in  Britain/  and  still 
more  famous  for  the  choice  made  hy  Nero,  who  had  selected 
that  corps  as  the  best  in  the  empire :  whence  they  remained 
to  the  last  faithful  to  that  emperor,  and,  after  his  death, 
declared  with  equal  zeal  in  favour  of  Otho.  Knowing  their 
own  strength,  they  were  inspired  with  confidence ;  but  that 
confidence  made  them  proceed  on  their  march  by  slow  jour- 
neys. The  cavalry  and  auxiliary  cohorts  outstripped  the 
body  of  the  legions.  The  troops  that  marched  from  Rome 
were  a  formidable  body:  they  consisted  of  five  prsBtorian 
cohorts,  several  squadrons  of  horse,  and  the  first  legion.  To 
these  were  added  two  thousand  gladiators — a  degrading  re- 
source, but  in  civil  commotions  often  employed,  even  by 
strict  generals.  Annius  Gallus  and  Vestricius  Spurinna*  were 
sent  at  the  head  of  this  whole  force,  with  orders  to  take  post 
on  the  banks  of  the  Po,  as  the  first  project  had  proved  abor- 
tive, Ceecina  having  already  passed  the  Alps;  whereas  Otho 
had  hoped  that  he  might  be  prevented  from  advancing  out 
of  Gaul.  Otho  followed  with  a  select  detachment  of  body- 
guards, and  the  rest  of  the  prsetorian  cohorts,  and  veterans  of 
that  corps,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  marines.  On  the 
march  he  betrayed  no  symptom  of  floth,  nor  violated  dis- 
cipline by  luxurious  indulgence  :  he  advanced  on  foot,  at  th^ 
head  of  the  colours,  with  an  iron  breastplate,  fierce-looking 
and  rough  ;  a  contrast  to  his  former  character,' 

*  See  Annalfl,  xiv.  29 ;  Suetonius,  Life  of  Nero,  b.  39,  40. 

*  For  the  excellent  character  of  VeBtricius  Spurinna,  see  Pliny,  lib.ii, 
epist  7;  and  lib.  iii  epist  1  and  10. 

'  Juyenal  has.giyen  a  difierent  description  of  Otho  on  his  march. 

Sat.  a  99 :— 

**  Sle  tenet  speculum  pathici  gestamen  Othonis, 
Actoris  Aurunci  spolium,  quo  se  ille  yidebat 
Armatum,  cum  jam  tolli  yexilla  juberet 
Bes  memoranda  noyis  annaiibus,  atque  reoenti 
Historia,  speculum  ciyills  larcina  belli ! 
Nimirum  siunmi  ducis  est  occidere  Galbam, 
Et  curare  cutem  sununi  constantia  civis ; 
Bebriaci  campo  spolium  affectare  Palatt, 
Et  pressum  in  facie  digitis  eztendere  panem, 
Quod  nee  in  Assyrio  pharetrata  Semiramis  orbe, 
^  MooBta  neo  Actiaca  fedt  Cleopatra  carina." 

The  severity  of  Juyenal's  language  in  this  passage  may  perhaps  be 

accounted  for  by  the  fact  thai;  Otho  was  favourably  regarded  by  the 

Flavian  party,  to  whom  the  satirist  was  opposed. 
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12.  Fortune  seemed  to  open  a  flattering  prospect,  as  he 
vas  master  of  the  greatest  part  of  Italy^  and  hy  mean^  of  his 
fleets  had  the  command  of  the  sea^  even  to  the  foot  of  the 
maritime  Alps.  To  pass  oyer  those  moimtains,  and  make  a 
descent  on  Narbon  Ganl,  he  committed  to  the  conduct  of 
Saedius  Clemens,  Antonius  Novellus,  and  iEmilius  Pacencis. 
The  last  was  loaded  with  irons  by  his  own  soldiers;  Antonius 
Novellus  lost  all  influence;  and  Suedius  Clemens,  ill  the 
exercise  of  his  authority,  yielded  too  much  to  the  humours  of 
his  men — at  once  allowing  himself  to  be  worked  upon,  against 
the  propriety  of  discipline,  and  over-eager  for  action.  It 
seemed  as  if  the  parts  they  came  to  did  not  belong  to  Italy, 
nor  the  lands  and  habitations  to  their  native  country:  they 
burned,  destroyed,  and  plundered,  as  if  the  war  had  been  in  a 
foreign  realm,  against  the  enemies  of  their  country;  and  the 
effects  were  the  more  deplorable,  because  the  people,  having 
entertained  no  fear,  had  prepared  no  defence.  The  fieldS 
were  covered  with  grain  and  cattle;  the  houses  were  open; 
and  the  owners,  who,  with  their  wives  and  children  by  their 
side,  went  forth  to  meet  the  army  in  the  security  of  peace, 
were  involved  in  all  the  calamities  of  war.  Marius  Maturus 
was  at  that  time  governor  of  the  maritime  Alps.  He  resolved 
to  dispute  the  passage  ^with  Otho's  troops,  and,  for  that  pur-t 
pose,  armed  the  youth  of  the  coimtry.  In  the  first  encounter, 
the  moimtaineers  were  either  cut  to  pieces  or  put  to  the 
rout,  as  might  be  expected;  since,  having  been  assembled 
hastily,  and  unacquainted  with  military  duties  or  their  gene- 
ral, they  had  no  honour  to  gain  by  victory,  no  disgrace  to 
incur  by  flight, 

13.  An  opposition  so  rash  and  feeble  served  only  to  exasp&* 
rate  the  Othonian  soldiers,  and  they  vented  their  fury  upon 
Albium  Intemelium,  a  municipal  town ;  for  the  late  victory 
was  a  fiiiitless  advantage,  affording  neither  spoil  nor  plimder. 
The  peasants  had  no  property,  and  their  arms  were  of  no 
value.    Even  prisoners  of  war  could  not  be  made ;  for  they 
knew  the  course  of  the  country,  and  were  swift  of  foot.     The 
soldiers,  therefore,  glutted  their  avarice  with  the  effects  of 
harmless  men.     The  odium  attaching  to  this  conduct  was  \ 
aggravated  by  the  noble  example  of  a  Ligurian  woman.    She  | 
had  concealed  her  child;  and  the  soldiers,  persuaded  that  sho  , 
had  deposted  her  treasure  in  the  same  place,  pressing  her  by  . 
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•  torture  to  tefl  ^wlrere.a^e  hiad  deposated  Idiai,  «lie  pointed  to 
,  her  womb,  and  said,  "  Hiere  my  child  Is  siidtered."    Nor  by 
any  subsequent  horrors,  or  deatb  itsetf,  eould  she  be  indaoed 
^  to  deviate  frcsn  "tihiat  magnanimous  reply. 

14.  Messengers  came  in  breathless  buste  «&d  alarm  to 
inform  Fabius  Valens  that  Otho's  fleet  was  hovering  on  ihe 
coast  of  Narbon  Gaul,  wMch  had  ahready  6mbi«uoed  the 
interest  of  Vitellius.  The  adjacent  colonies,  by  their  dejmtie^ 
were  come  to  sue  for  protection.  Valens  despatched  two 
Tungrian  cohorts,  four  squadrons  of  h<sn8e,  with  the  whole 
cavalry  of  this  Treviri,  under  the  command  of  Julius  Clas* 
sknis)  a  detachment  from  those  forces  being  retained  to 
garrison  the  port  of  Forojulium,  that  the  cotoay  might  not, 
while  the  troops  marched  up  tbs  countary,  lie  <erposed  to  aa 
immediate  descent  from  the  fleet.  Ckssieus  marched  agatnst 
the  enemy  with  twelve  troops  of  horse,  and  a  select  body  from 
the  cohorts.  To  these  were  added  the  Ligurian  cohm*t^  whidi 
had  been  usually  quartered  at  Forojulium,  and  five  hundred 
men  from  Faimonia,  not  yet  formed  into  companies.  Neil^ier 
side  declined  an  engagement.  The  line  of  battle  was  dius 
arranged :  a  body  of  marines,  intetmixed  with  the  peasaBtry, 
extended  up  the  ho^ts  near  the  sea.  Tlie  level  space  be- 
tween the  hills  and  3ie  coast  was  occupied  by  the  pnetorian 
soldiers;  and,  to  support  them,  the  fleet  stood  in  dose  to  the 
shore,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  preseatii^  a  formid* 
able  front.  The  Viteliians,  consisting  of  cavalry  rath^  thaa 
in&ntry,  stationed  their  Alpine  mountaineers  oa  the  ridge  of 
the  nei^bouriiig -hills,  tind  their  cohorts  in  close  Array  bdiind 
the  cavalry.  The  Trevirian  squadrons  began  the  attack 
incautiously.  The  veterans  ef  Ot^o^  «rtiiy  received  them  in 
front,  while  the  peasants^  from  the  high  grounds,  dischaiged 
a  volley  of  stones,  and,  being  expert  slifigers,  annoyed  the 
enemv  in  flank.  Ilkey  mixed  in  the  lines  with  the  regular 
Soldiers,  and,  in  the  hour  of  victory,  the  eo\mrd  and  Urn 
brave  pursued  th«r  advantage  with  equal  ardour.  The  Yitel" 
fians,  thrown  into  disorder,  wene  ftirthfcr  terrified  by  an  attadt 
on  tiie  rear  from  the  fleet.  Thus  hemnied  in  on  eveiy  aidai 
tiiey  must  have  been  eut  off  to  a  rauk,  if  the  night  had  sot 
iiBnrded  them  a  pretext  for  tietreity  and  restramad  the 
victorious  army  from  porsoiog  theaa. 
-  15.  The  YiteOian^  l^oftgh  d^esfeed,  did  AOt  »nain  ins- 
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aotm.  Wil^  a  Tei]ffiiroem«nt,  dmwn  togetber  in  iias^  ihxrf 
xetamed  to  the  dnrge;  and,  finding  the  eaemj  ^ate  viti^ 
joy,  and  by  49ncoen  kdled  into  secuxit  j,  th^  assaulted  the 
ontpoflte^  put  the  advanced  guard  to  tie  fsword,  forced  their 
mj  into  the  camp,  and,  at  the  fleet,  all  was  tumult  and 
disDider.  Hie  sorprke,  however,  gradually  subsiding,  tfa« 
Othonians  betook  tbeinaelves  to  an  adjacent  hill,  /whence^ 
after  m  little  time,  they  roshed  down  witii  giieat  fury.  A 
dreadful  slau^ter  followed.  The  Tangrxan  cdbiorts  stood  the 
brunt  of  the  action^  till  their  commanding  officers  fell  undeor 
aahower  of  darts.  The  Othonians  conquer^  but  thdir  victory 
was  dearly  bought*  Some  of  them  pursued  the  flying  enemy 
XDcantioudy,  i£en  tiie  Trevtnan  cavaliy  wheeled  round  and 
cut  them  o£  From  this  time  Ihe  two  aimies  remained 
inactive.  As  if  a  tmoe  had  taken  piaee,  and  both  sides 
had  agreed  that  the  fleet  of  one  party,  and  die  cavalry  of  tbe 
otbBE,  should  not  make  any  sudden  inearsions,  the  Yitellians 
retired  to  Antipolis,  a  municipsl  town  of  Narbon  Gaul,  and 
the  Othonians  to  Albigannum,  in  tiie  inland  part  of  Liguiia. 
!€.  Oocsraa,  Sardinia,  and  the  rest  of  the  isknds  in  thosft 
aata,  were  ^pt  in  subjection  to  Oiho  by  tiie  fame  of  the 
victorious  fleet.  Corsica,  indeed,  was  wdl  nigh  mined  by  a 
wild  Boheme  of  the  governor,  Dedmus  Peoaiius,  which,  in  a 
war  earned  on  by  soch  powerful  adversaries,  could  be  of  no 
adTamtaga,  and  ended  in  his  own  destmction.  For,  frook 
antipathy  to  Otho,  he  determined  to  aid  Vitdlius  with  the 
Sanm  of  Corsica,  which  would  have  refodered  little  service  if  h6 
Imd  succeeded,  fie  summoned  a  council  of  €tMd  leading  men^ 
and  communicated  his  design.  Claudius  Phiziicus,  who  oom'» 
manded  the  galleys  en  that  statifon^  and  Quiactius  Certas,  a 
Boman  knight,  olgected  to  the  measnze,  and  were  put  to  instsmt 
death.  The  rest  of  the  assembly,  who  were  teirifled  by  this 
act  cf  vioienoe,  as  well  as  the  populace,  blind  and  ^noiant^ 
jbufc  catching  the  fears  of  the  others,  swore  fidelity  to  Vitdi* 
Jiua.  But  when  faoarius  began  to  muster,  and  train  to  the 
mm  of  arms,  a  xaoe  of  rude  peasants,  having  no  relish  for  the 
fiitigne  of  military  disdpliiie,  they  began  to  coneader  their 
inability  to  support  a  war.  "They  were  islanden^  remote 
from  Germany  and  the.  aid  of  the  legions,  ^e  fleets  of  Otho 
had  lately  ravaged  the  madtime  countiies»  though  defended 
by  the  cohorts  and  ctLjsirj  of  YitelliBs.''    This  refiectioa 
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produced  a  sudden  change  in  every  mind.    They  resolved  to 
act^  however,  not  with  open  force,  but  by  covert  stratagem. 
When  Pacarius,  his  train  of  visitors  having  left  him,  retired 
to  his  bath,  the  conspirators  fell  upon  him,  naked  and  dis- 
armed, and  put  him  and  his  attendants  to  death.     Their 
heads,  like  those  of  traitors,  were  conveyed  to  Otho  by  the 
.  assassins  themselves,  who  were  neither  rewarded  by  that 
I  prince,  nor  punished  by  Vitellius.     Such  was  the  mass  of 
I  abominations  that  deformed  the  times,  that  they  were  lost 
eight  of  amongst  atrocities  of  greater  importance^ 

17*  The  cavaby  called  the  Syllanian  squadron^  had,  as 
already  mentioned,  forced  their  way  into  Italy,  and  there 
^xed  ike  seat  of  war;  not  from  favour  which  any  one  felt  for 
Otho,  nor  from  preference  for  Vitellius ;  but  by  a  long  peace, 
their  minds  had  been  debased,  and  prepared  for  slavery  in 
any  shape;  ready  to  support  the  firat  who  solicited  them, 
and  careless  about  the  merits  of  competitors.  The  fairest 
portion  of  Italy,^  extending  from  the  Po  to  the  Alps,  with  all 
its  fertile  plains  and  fiounshing  cities,  was  in  the  possession 
of  Vitellius ;  the  forces  sent  forward  by  Csecina  having  already 
penetrated  into  that  quarter.  At  Cremona  a  Pannoniau 
cohort  laid  down  their  arms;  and  between  Placentia  and 
Ticinmn  a  party  of  a  hundred  horse,  with  a  thousand 
marines,  were  made  prisoners.  In  this  tide  of  success,  the  Po 
opposed  its  stream  and  its  banks  in  vain.  Nay,  to  the  Ba- 
tavians,  and  the  troops  from  beyond  the  Rhine,  the  river  was 
no  more  than  a  motive  to  inflame  their  ardour.  They  passed 
over  it  suddenly  under  the  walls  of  Placentia,  and,  inter- 
cepting some  of  the  enemy's  scouts,  spread  such  a  panic 
among  the  rest,  that  in  their  alarm  they  reported,  Msely^ 
that  Csscina  and  his  whole  army  were  there. 

18.  Spurinn%  who  commanded  at  Placentia^  was  wdl 
informed  that  Caecina  was  still  at  a  distance;  and,  if  ho 
should  approach,  he  was  determined  to  keep  his  men  within 
their  works,  and  not  oppose  three  prsetorian  cohorts  and  a 
thousand  vexillaries,  with  a  small  body  of  horse,  to  a  veteran 
army.     But  his  soldiery,  unruly  and  unskilled  in  military 

'  *  See  above,  i  70. 

'  The  country  between  the  Po  and  the  Alps,  comprifling  ]?iedmon% 
Montferrat,  the  Milanese:  the  principal  cities  were;,  Medioluituni  No* 
variaj  Eporodia^  Vercellfle,    See  above,  x.  70, 
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operations,  seized  the  standards  and  colours,  and  sallied  forth 
in  a  body.  The  general  endeavoured  in  vain  to  check  their  vio- 
lence ;  liiey  pointed  their  weapons  at  his  breast,  when  holding 
them  back,  and  spumed  at  the  tribunes  and  centurions;  nay, 
they  even  clamoured  that  Otho  was  assailed  by  treason,  and 
that  Caecina  was  invited  to  come.  Spurinna  became  a  partaker 
of  the  rashness  which  originated  with  others,  at  first  perforce, 
but  afterwards  with  a  show  of  approbation,  in  hopes,  if  the 
sedition  subsided,  that  he  might  have  the  greater  weight. 

19.  The  Po  appearing  in  sight,  and  night  coming  on,  it 
was  judged  necessary  to  fortify  a  camp.  This  labour,  new  to 
men  who  had  only  served  in  the  city,  abated  their  ferocity;  all 
the  oldest  soldiers  censured  their  own  credulity,  communicated 
their  fears;  and  pointed  out  their  imminent  danger,  if  Ceecina 
with  a  regular  army  had  surrounded  their  cohorts  in  a  wide 
champaign  country.  Throughout  the  ranks  nothing  was  now 
heard  but  respectftil  language;  and  the  tribunes  and  centu- 
rions mixing  with  them,  all  lauded  the  sagacity  of  their 
general,  who  had  chosen  a  strong  and  powerful  colony  for  the 
seat  and  centre  of  the  war.  At  length  Spurinna,  choosing 
rather  to  convince  by  reason  than  to  irritate  by  reproof^ 
leaving  some  scouts  there,  marched  back  to  Placentia  with 
the  troops,  now  less  excited,  and  disposed  to  obey  his  orders. 
The  walls  of  the  place  were  repaired ;  new  works  were  added; 
the  towers  were  increased;  the  soldiers  were  provided  with 
arms;  and,  what  was  of  greater  moment,  a  spirit  of  discipline 
and  prompt  obedience  was  diffused  through  the  army.  This 
was  the  only  desideratum:  want  of  courage  could  not  be 
imputed  to  Otho's  party. 

20.  On  the  other  hand,  Csecina  advanced  through  Italy 
with  every  attention  to  discipline,  as  if  he  had  left  his  cruelty 
and  love  of  plunder  on  the  other  side  of  the  Alps.  His  own 
dress  gave  offence  to  the  municipalities  and  colonies,  who 
eonstmed  it  as  indicating  arrogance.  They  felt  it  as  an 
affiront,  that,  arrayed  in  a  particoloured  mantle  and  drawers,^ 
used  only  by  savage  nations,  he  should  converse  with  men 
habited  in  the  toga.    Besides  this,  the  splendid  appearance  of 

^  Csecma  wore  the  sagum,  which  was  the  German,  dress  (see  the 
Hannera  of  the  Germans,  s.  17),  and  the  brace®,  or  breeches,  which 
flistinguished  the  Gatds.  The  southern  part  of  Gaul  was  called  Gallia 
Karbonensis,  and  alao  Braccata. 

TAa — voifc  II.         -  a 
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his  wifb,  Salonina,  mounted  an  a  saperb  horse,  adorned  with 
pnrple,  though  in  itself  a  matter  of  no  importance,  and 
I  dertainly  injurious  to  no  person  whateyer,  was  held  to  be  a 
'  public  insult.     Such  is  the  nature  of  the  Immsui  mind^ 
?  disposed  at  all  times  to  behold  with  jealousy  the  sadden 
I  elevation  of  other  men,  and  to  demand  espeoiallj,  that  he 
who  has  been  seen  in  a  humble  station  £^oidd  know  how  to 
rise  in  the  world  with  moderation.     Caecina  passed  the  Po» 
and  by  negotiation  and  artful  promises  endeavoured  to  seduce. 
the  leaden  of  Otho*s  party.     The  like  insidious  game  was 
played  against  himself.     Both  sides  talked  of  peace  and  con- 
cord, but  they  amused  each  other  with  words  of  specious 
sound,  importing  nothing.     At  length  Osecina  directed  his 
counsels  aiid  cares  to  the  object  of  assaulting  Plaoentia^  in 
such  a  manner  as  should  fill  his  enemies  with  alarm;  woU 
knowing  that  the  influence  of  his  reputation,  through  the 
remainder  of  the  war,  would  depend  upon  the  success  whidi 
attended  his  first  efforts. 

21.  The  first  day,  howeyer,  exhibited  the  braveiy,  rather 
than  the  skill,  of  a  veteran  army.  The  soldiers,  oppressed 
with  gluttony  and  intoxicated,  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the 
walls,  without  shelter  or  precaution.  In  this  attack,  a  mag« 
nificent  amphitheatre,  which  stood  on  the  outside  of  ihe 
fortifications,  was  burnt  to  the  ground.  Whether  this  was 
occasioned  by  the  brands,  hot  balls,  and  other  combustildeB 
thrown  in  by  the  besiegers,  or  by  the  same  hurled  back  firom 
the  works,  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  The  common  peo|^ 
of  the  town,  prone  to  suspicions,  believed  that  combustiUes 
had  been  basely  introduced  by  some  of  the  neighbouring 
colonists,  who  saw  with  envy  and  jealousy  a  structure  more 
capacious  than  any  in  Italy.  The  sense  of  this  misfbrtune^ 
howsoever  begun,  was  lost  in  the  fear  of  greater  afflictions^ 
but,  security  restored,  the  inhabitants  lamented  it  as  the 
worst  calamity  l^at  could  be^  them.  Csecina  was  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss.  The  night,  on  both  sides,  was  em«  •' 
ployed  in  preparing  works.  The  Vitellians  provided  them^ 
selves  with  penthouse  sheds,  and  mantlets,  for  sipping  the  j 
foundation  of  the  walls,  and  protecting  them  in  the  attack. 
The  besieged  were  busy  in  preparing  stakes  and  rafts  of 
timber,  with  huge  heaps  of  stone,  and  lead,  and  brass,  ia 
order  to  break  through  the  works,,  and  overwhelm  the  assail* 
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flmte.  On  both  sidM  vere  ^6  loYe  of  gldiy^  aad  the  fear  of 
abame;  and  various  w«re  tiie  topies  of  exbortatiodi.  On  ono 
eidey  they  magnified  the  TigouF  of  the  legions  and  the  Gennan 
araues;  on  the  other,,  the  honour  of  serving  in  the  city,  and 
of  the  praetorian  bands.  The  YitelllaDS  held  np  their  foes  to 
QQntempt,  as  a  spiritless  and  supine  soldiery,  oonrupted  hy 
the  circus  and  theatres;  the  Othonians  spoike  of  their  one* 
miefi  as  foreigners  and  idiens :  at  the  same  time,  lauding  and 
idtnperating  Otho  and  YitelHus,  their  mutual  incitement^ 
found  a  more  exuberant  resource  in  their  censures  than  in 
their  praises. 

22.  The  day  had  scarce  dawned,^  when  the  walls  and  rampartsr 
were  covered  with  sddiers,  and  the  fields  gleanted  with  armt 
and  men.  The  legions  in  dose  array,  and  the  auxiliaries  in 
sqiarate  divisions^  began  the  attack  with  stones  and  darts, 
aimed  at  the  high^  parts  of  the  fortifioations;  and  where 
the  works  were  either  impaired  by  time  or  thinly  manned, 
tibe  Yiteilians  attempted  a  scalade.  The  German  auxiliaries, 
wi^  ihm  savage  wajssongs,  and,  according  to  the  custom  of 
their  country,  waving  their' shields  over  their  shoulders,  whil^ 
their  bodies  were  exposed,  advancing,  with  impetuous  fury^ 
the  garrison,  with  more  deliberate  aim,  discharged  their  darts. 
The  legionary  soldiers,  under  their  penthouses  and  shed% 
battered  the  ^undation  of  the  walls,  threw  up  a  moun4,  and 
attempted  to  force  the  gates.  Massy  miU-stonee,  prepared 
far  that  very  purpose  by  the  besieged,  were  rolled  down  with 
a  load  cnuBh,  and  some  of  them  who  had  eome  np  to  the 
walls  w^re  thus  crushed  under  the  weight ;  others  transfixed 
and  expiring,  or  dreadfldly  mangled :  the  confusion  and 
akum  increasing  the  havoc,  and  the  efibrts  of  t^e  besieged  in 
Qonsequenoe  augmented,  the  Yitellians  retreated  with  a  mam« 
&8i  loss  of  credit  to  the  party ;  and  C88oin%  feeling  aftbiiined 
of  an  enterprise  rashly  undertaken,  resolved  to  raise  the  siege^ 
and  leave  a  camp  where  he  had  nothing  to  expect  but  ridicule, 
and  oould  not  hope  to  do  any  good.  He  repassed  the  Po,  and- 
hent  his  march  towards  Cremona.  He  had  not  proceeded  hr, 
when  he  waa  j^oined  by  Turullius  Cerealis,  a  principal  cen-« 
turion,  who  had  headed  the  ranks  under  him  in  Germany, 
Und  also  by  JuGus  Briganticus,  a  Batavian  by  birth :  the, 
ibrmer  deserted  with  a  strong  body  of  marine  soldiers,  aud' 
the  latter  with  ^  small  party  of  horse. 
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23.  Spurinna^  as  soon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  moTe« 
ments  of  the  enemy,  sent  despatches  to  Annius  Gallus,  with 
the  particulars  of  tiie  siege,  the  gallant  defence  of  Placentia, 
iand  the  measures  concerting  by  Caecina.  Gallus  was  then  on 
his  march,  at  the  head  of  the  fost  legion,  to  relieve  Placentia, 
little  imagining  that  a  few  cohorts  would  be  able  to  hold  out 
against  the  strength  and  yalour  of  the  German  army.  When, 
however,  it  was  known  thai  Csedna  had  abandoned  his  enter- 
prise, and  was  then  proceeding  to  Cremona,  the  legion  burned 
to  be  led  against  the  enemy.  Their  impatience  rose  to  a 
pitch  little  short  of  sedition.  It  was  with  difficulty  that 
Gallus  appeased  the  tumidt,  and  made  them  halt  at  Bedria- 
cum,^  a  village  situated  between  Verona  and  Cremona,  and 
unhappily  fomous  for  the  slaughter  of  two  Eoman  armies. 
About  the  same  time  Martins  Macer  fought  with  success  near 
Cremona.  With  the  spirit  of  enterprise  that  distinguished 
him,  he  embarked  the  gladiators  on  the  Po,  and,  making  a 
sudden  descent  on  the  opposite  bank,  fell  with  fury  on  the 
Auxiliaries  of  Yitellius.  All  who  attempted  to  ms^e  head 
against  him  were  put  to  the  sword ;  the  rest  fled  with  pre- 
cipitation to  Cremona.  Macer  was  not  willing  to  lose  by 
rashness,  the  fruit  of  his  victory.  He  knew  that,  by  the 
arrival  of  fresh  forces,  the  fortime  of  the  day  might  be 
changed,  and,  for  that  reason,  checked  the  impetuosity  o^  the 
victorious  troops.  This  e:tcited  suspicion  amongst  Otho'a 
soldiers,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  putting  the  wordt  con- 
struction upon  every  act  whatsoever:  accoiding  as  each  man 
was  craven  in  heart  and  petulant  of  tongue,  &ey  vied  with 
each  other  in  de&ming,  by  various  charges,  Annius  Gallus, 
Suetonius  Paulinus,  and  Marius  Celsus ;  for  these  were  put  in 
command  by  Otho  also.  But  the  murderers  of  Galba  were 
the  worst  incendiaries.  Frantic  with  conscious  guilt  and  fear, 
they  made  it  their  business  to  embroil,  to  distract,  and  throw 
eveiything  into  confusion.  They  gave  vent  to  their  seditious 
designs  with  open  insolence,  and  by  clandestine  letters  in- 
fused their  venom  into  the  mind  of  Otho,  who  was  in  a  state 
of  alarm  and  agitation,  disposed  to  rely  on  every  abject  instru« 

1  This  village,  which,  according  to  Cluverius,  stood  at  the  distanoo 
of  twenty  miles  from  Cremona,  and  is  now  (sailed  Caneto,  has  been 
rendered  famous  by  the  defeat  of  Otho,  and  afterwards,  as  will  be  sees 
in  the  third  book  of  this  History,  by  that  of  Yitellius. 
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meut^  and  dreading  men  of  worth  and  honour :  in  prosperity 
weak  and  irresolute^  but  appearing  in  a  better  light  when  in 
distress.  In  his  present  situation,  he  sent  to  Eome  for  his 
brother  Titianus,  and  committed  to  him  the  conduct  of  the 
war.  The  interval  was  filled  by  Celsus  and  Paulinus  with 
active  enterprise  and  brilliant  success. 

24.  Csecina  felt  deeply  the  failure  of  all  his  undertakings^ 
and  saw  with  anxiety  the  feme  of  his  army  mouldering  away. 
Bepulsed  at  Placentia,  his  auxiliaries  lately  cut  to  pieces,  and 
worsted  even  in  collisions  of  scouts, — encounters  firequent, 
rather  than  worth  mentioning, — ^lest  Valens,  who  was  adr 
vancing,  should  reap  all  the  laurels  of  the  war,  he  hastened 
with  more  avidity  than  judgment,  to  redeem  his  honour. 
With  this  intent,  at  a  village  called  Castorum,*  twelve  milos 
from  Cremona^  in  a  wood  that  overhangs  the  road,  he  sta- 
tioned the  flower  of  his  auxiliaries  in  ambuscade.  His  cavalry 
had  orders  to  advance  further  than  ordinary,  and,  provoking 
an  engagement,  to  give  ground  voluntarily,  and  entice  their 
pursuers  to  quicken  their  speed,  till  the  troops  in  ambuscade 
should  pounce  upon  them.  The  stratagem  was  betrayed  to 
the  generals  of  Otho's  army.*  Paulinus  took  the  command  of 
the  infantry,  while  Celsus  led  on  the  cavalry.  In  the  left 
wing  were  placed  the  vexillaries  of  the  thirteenth  legion,  four 
awoliary  .cohorts,  and  five  hundred  horse.  The  high  road  was 
occupied  by  three  praetorian  cohorts,  in  deep  rank.  In  the 
right  wing  marched  the  first  legion,  with  two  auxiliary  co- 
horts, and  five  hundred  horse.  Besides  these,  a  thousand  of 
the  cavalry,  selected  from  the  praetorian  and  auxiliary  bands^ 
were  taken  to  support  the  broken  ranks,  or,  if  the  enemy 
gave  way,  to  complete  the  victory. 

25,  Before  the  two  armies  came  to  action,  the  Vitellians 
feigned  a  flight.  Aware  of  the  stratagem,  Celsus  held  back 
his  men.  The  Vitellians  rose  from  their  ambuscade  without 
effect,  and  Celsus  retiring  gradually,  they  pursued  him  too 
far,  and  fell  themselves  into  a  snare.  The  legions  attacked 
them  ou  both  wings;  the  cohorts  in  front;  and  the  cavalry, 
wheeling  round  rapidly,  charged  them  in  the  rear.   Suetonius 

^  Compare,  **  Otho  tribus  quidem,  verum  mediocribus  prseliis,  apud 
Alpes,  circaque  Flacentiain,  et  ad  Castoris  (Templum  sc.)  quod  loco 
nomen  est,  vicit." — Suetoniua,  Life  of  Otho,  s.  9.  This  place  was  about 
twelve  miles  from  Cremona^  between  the  Po  and  the  Addua  (now  Adda). 


'Pauliniis  sidl  kept  his  in^tty  out  of  the  «tigiigem^t.  ^ 
ibis  natural  fbemper  slow  and  ddiberate,  afid  choosing  to  tate 
Mb  tstesusores  with  treason  and  precaution,  rather  than  om^  hi& 
%iicoess  to  the  chance  of  war,  he  <»dered  the  hollows  to  b^ 
Med  up,  the  groiund  to  be  deai«ed,  and  his  tanks  to  be 
extended;  judging  that  it  would  be  time  to  begm  the  woilt 
^  victory,  when  he  had  taken  oare  i»>t  to  be  defeated.  By 
4Ms  delay,  <^  YiteUians  seized  the  oppottimity  to  «hfift  ih&Bt 
^gto\md.  They  betook  theeftselvee  to  the  adjacent  Yi»ey«rds» 
thid£  with  interwoven  bmnches.  A  sesall  wood,  too,  kiy 
leonMguoTis;  whereiii  having  recoTOfod  ti^eir  'conrage,  they 
4Bailied  out,  and  slew  l^e  best  -and  bra^f^  of  <^  ptntomn 
^vaity.  Epd|)haDfes,^  the  eastern  king,  who,  in  Otlio%  ca«8e, 
mtg^  on  1^  battle  wit^  great  spirit,  was  wotoxrded. 

26.  At  length  the  iniii^y,  under  the  oofiimand  of  Panifi- 
tms,  i^t&od  fett'ward.  T^e  line  of  the  eaiefny  was  traaaijdod 
ttnder  foot,  and  <^  potties  thit  came  to  support  them  wei% 
^t  to  the  rout  j  for  Oaeicina  had  brought  up  his  cdictts 
't^gly,  not  ail  at  oaoe^  whieh  iaoreased  t^e  ooniusion  in  tte 
<engage»ient;  Ibr,  ooottiiH^  forward.  «a  succession,  and  nowhen 
strong  enough,  l^y  were  oatried  along  in  the  panic  of  the 
£ying  troops.  A  tamuit  atoo  'broks  out  in  Oseoina^s  camp. 
The  soldiers  were  enn^ed  ik^t  the  whole  army  was  net 
drawn  out.  Julias  Gratus,  the  praefect  of  the  camp,  they 
loaded  with  irons,  on  a  suspicion  that  he  h^d  treasonable 
intercourse  with  his  brother  Julins  Fronto,  at  that  time  a 
^ibune  in  Otho's  army,  «nd,  under  a  similar  aocnsat^on,  then 
confined  in  prison  by  the  adverse  partyt.  Nothing  now  oouM 
^qual  the  disorder  and  consternation  tibat  invoked  the  wh<de 
Vitellian  army.  In  the  canop,  in  the  field  of  battie,  in  tfa^ 
£ight,  and  €cmong8t  the  parties  that  came  to  support  the 
fc^tives,  ihe  confusion  was  such^  that,  if  Pau£nus  had  n<^ 
sounded  a  retreat^  it  was  the  opinion  of  both  parties  that 
Csecina,  with  his  whole  army,  might  have  been  cut  to  pieces^ 
fttulinus  alibied  that,  seeing  bow  much  toil  aod  labour  still 
z^mained,  he  was  a&akL  to  eipose  his  men,  ah«ady  Spent  with 
the  £sitigue  of  the  day,  to  fiecdi  foitces  kept  in  reserve,  and 
ready  to  issue  &om  the  adverse  camp;  and,  if  once  broken^ 
no  post,  no  station,  remained  behind.     Witii  this  reasoning 

^  Epi^haaeft  ynM  the  son  of  AntiochuB  IV.  ki^g  of  Cooanageac^  • 
district  of  Qyxia. 
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the  judiciotis  few  were  saiifified,  btit  in  tbe  lower  ranks  diGh 
eatuiftction  prevailed. 

27.  This  lo6S  had  less  effect  m  akrmmg  the  Yitellian% 
ibaD  in  rsducii^  their  turbulent  s^kdt  to  a  sense  of  duty. 
Nor  was  tius  the  ease  wilii  tbe  troops  of  CaBcina  onl j,  who 
itbraw  the  whole  blame  upon  the  anny,  at  all  times  more  dis- 
posed to  mutiny  than  to  &oe  the  enemy.  The  same  refomuH 
tion  showed  itsetf  in  the  camp  of  Pdbhis  Valens,  who  was 
now  advanced  as  far  as  Ticinnm.'  His  soldiers  no  longer 
despised  the  enemy,  but,  eager  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the 
firmy,  ad:>mitted  more  respectfully  and  uniformly  to  their 
geneiaL  Among  them,  too,  the  spirit  of  mutiny  had  flamed 
Horth  with  grievous  Tiolenoe;  winch  I  will  now  return  to, 
tmcifig  its  origm  from  more  remote  transactions,  for  it  would 
baye  been  inconvenient  to  interrupt  the  narrative  of  Oeecina's 
«cts.  The  cohorts  of  the  Batavian  nation,  which,  in  the  war 
between  Nero  and  Yindex,  separated  from  the  fourteenth 
legion,  then  on  its  way  to  Britain,  and,  having  heard,  in  the 
city  of  the  Lingones,  of  commotions  in  &,voor  of  Yitellius, 
went  over,  as  I  have  related,  to  f'abius  Yalens,  conducted 
themselves  miih  great  iascdence;  making  it  their  boast,  idien 
they  came  to  the  tents  of  each  legion,  ^  that  by  ihem  the 
fourteenth  legion  had  betti  overawed^  by  them  Italy  was 
wrested  out  ^  tbe  hands  of  Nero;  and  upon  their  swords 
the  issue  of  the  war  depended."  The  soldiers  heard  these 
i^>eeche8  with  indignation— 4ii6  general  with  wounded  feelr 
ings:  diiqrates  and  qnands  pat  an  end  to  discipline;  and 
«t  loigth  Yakns  suspected  that  they  woitkL  proceed  £x)m 
^damour  to  actual  mutiny,       «* 

28.  Yalens,  therefore,  having  received  advice  that  the  Tun«- 
griaas  and  Trevirims  had  met  wiih.  a  defeat,  and  that  Otho's 
fleet  was  hovering  on  the  coast  of  Narbon  Gaul,  ordered  a 
detachment  of  the  Batavians  to  mardi  to  the  reli^  of  the 
province ;  intending,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  stroke  of  policy, 
to  divide  the  mutinous  troops,  who,,  in  a  body,  were  too  for- 
ttidable  to  be  managed.  When  this  measure  was  heard  oS, 
and  generally  known,  the  anxiliaries  munnured,  and  the 
l^ons  complained  aloud,  "  that  they  were  now  to  lose  the 
btaveBt  troops  in  the  service;  that,  when  the  enemy  was  near 
at  hand,  those  experienced  soldiers,  who  had  so  o&en  fought 

'  TLcinum,  a  city  built  by  the  Transalpine  Qauls  oa  the  river  TiciauB. 


88  THE  HE3T0BY.  [b.  U. 

and  returned  -with  yictory,  were  withdrawn,  as  it  were,  from 
the  line  of  battle.  If  a  single  province  is  of  more  moment 
than  the  city  of  Eome  and  the  salvation  of  the  empire,  aU 
should  follow  them  thither;  but  if  the  soundness,  the  sup- 
port, the  pillar  of  their  hopes  of  success,  rested  on  the  efforts 
made  in  Italy,  the  most  ef&cient  members  should  not  be  thus 
severed,  as  it  were,  from  the  body," 

29.  While  giving  vent  to  this  insolence,  VaJens,  sending 
his  lictors  among  them,  was  proceeding  to  repress  the  mutiny, 
when  they  pelted  the  general  himself  with  stones,  forced  him 
to  flee,  and  pursued  him,  accusing  him  of  having  embezzled 
the  spoils  of  Gaul,  the  gold  of  Vienne,^  and  the  recompense 
due  to  the  soldiers  for  all  their  toils;  they  pillaged  his  camp- 
equipage,  rummaged  his  pavilion,  and  searched  the  ground 
itself  with  their  spears  and  javelins*  Valens,  in  the  mean- 
time, disguised  like  a  slave,  lay  concealed  in  the  tent  of  au 
officer  of  the  cavalry.  In  this  juncture,  Alphenus  Varus,  the 
prsefect  of  the  camp,  the  frenzy  gradually  subsiding,  called  in 
the  aid  of  stratagem:  ordering  the  centurions  not  to  visit  the 
night-watch,  and  omitting  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  by 
which  the  soldiers  are  summoned  to  the  offices  of  war.  Thus 
everything  was  at  a  standstill.  The  mutineers  surveyed  each 
other  with  amazement,  terrified  beyond  measure  for  this  very 
cause,  that  there  was  no  one  at  the  helm.  By  silence  and 
resignation,  in  the  end  by  supplications  and  tears,  they  were 
seeking  to  obtain  forgiveness,  when  Valens  came  forth.  As 
soon  as  the  soldiers  saw  him  beyond  expectation  safe,  iu 
unseemly  apparel,  and  in  tears,  joy  and  sorrow  and  affection 
ensued.  With  the  quick  transition  from  one  extreme  of  pas- 
sion to  the  other,  common  with  the  multitude,  they  poured 
forth  their  congratulations;  and,  with  shouts  of  applause^ 
placed  their  general  amidst  the  eagles  and  standards,  on  his 
tribunal.  Valens  acted  with  weU-timed  moderation.  No 
man  was  singled  out  for  punishment.  Afraid,  however,  that^ 
by  passing  it  over  altogether,  he  might  make  them  suspect 
some  deep  design,  he  laid  the  blame  on  a  few;  knowing  that 
in  civil  wars  soldiers  may  do  more  than  their  generals  may 
notice. 

30.  While  Valens  employed  his  army  in  throwing  up  in- 

*  The  people  of  Vienne  were  obliged  to  purchase  the  protection  of 
YftlenB,    See  above,  i  66» 
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trenctiinents  at  Ticinum,  an  account  of  Csecina's  defeat 
reached  the  camp^  -when  the  sedition  nearly  broke'  out  again: 
it  seemed  that  by  the  treachery  and  delays  *of  Valens 
they  had  been  detained  from  the  field  of  battle.  They 
resolved  to  linger  no  longer;  nor  to  wait  for  their  com- 
mander: they  marched  before  the  colours,  and,  ordering  the 
standard-bearers  to  push  on,  after  a  rapid  march,  joined 
Csecina's  army.  In  that  camp  Valens  was  in  no  kind  of 
credit.  The  vanquished  soldiers  complained,  that  with  so 
inferior  a  force  they  were  exposed  to  the  entire  strength  of 
the  enemy;  and,  at  the  same  time  that  they  urged  this  as 
iheir  apology,  they  flattered  the  troops  who  came  to  them  by 
magnifying  their  valoiu:,  lest  they  should  be  looked  down 
upon  as  beaten  and  cowards.  Though  Valens  was  at  the 
head  of  an  army  which  exceeded  that  of  Csecina,  having 
almost  double  the  number,  yet  the  latter  was  the  kvourite 
of  ihe  men.  Besides  his  superior  liberality  of  spirit,  he  was 
recommended  by  the  vigour  of  youth,  a  graceful  figure,  and 
those  qualities  which,  though  of  no  solid  value,  conciliate 
favour.  Hence  a  spirit  of  emulation  between  the  two  com- 
manders. CaBcina  represented  Valens  as  horribly  vicious  and 
impure;  and,  in  return,  Valens  ridiculed  Caecina  as  empty 
and  vainglorious.  And  yet,  suppressing  "their  animosities, 
they  zealously  promoted  the  common  cause,  giving  vent  to 
3peproaches  against  Otho  in  their  many  letters,  in  a  manner 
that  showed  they  were  reckless  of  reconciliation^  Whereas 
the  officers  in  the  opposite  army  spoke  of  Vitellius  with 
reserve,  though  his  nianners  afforded  ample  materials  for 
invectiva 

31.  It  must  be  admitted,  that,  before  the  deaths  of  these 
two  persons,  though  Otho  fell  with  glory,  and  Vitellius  with 
di^race  and  in&my,  yet  men  dreaded  greater  mischief  from 
the  furious  passions  of  Otho,  than  from  the  sluggish  de« 
bauchery  of  Vitellius.  Besides,  the  murder  of  Galba  made 
the  former  an  object  of  detestation  and  alarm;  while  the 
latter  was  never  charged  with  being  the  author  of  the  war. 
Vitellius,  by  his  voracity  and  gluttony,  was  his  own  enemy; ' 
Otho,  by  his  profusion,  his  cruelty,  and  his  daring  spirit, 
was  the  enemy  of  his  coimtry.  As'  soon  as  the  forces  under 
Caecina  and  Valens  had  formed  a  junction,  the  Vitellian 
party  no  longer  declined  a  decisive  action.      Otho  took 
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counsel  whether  %  sfieedy  engagement  or  a  lingering  war 
seemed  best^  when  Scietomus  Paulinns,  an  officer  surpassed 
by  no  txibA  of  that  age,  judging  it  oonsisteDt  with  his  high 
military  chara(^r  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  entire  com* 
plexion  of  tiis  war,  contended  "tiiat  to  faring  the  dispute  to 
on  imm«diffbe  issue  was  advantageous  to  Vitellius;  to  pro« 
tract  the  war  was  the  game  for  Otho  to  play. 
•  32.  ''  The  wh<^  oollected  foroe  of  Vitellius,''  he  said,  '*U 
now  in  Italy :  tho  insooroes  wfaidi  he  has  left  behind  him  are 
inconsidenibie;  ainee  Gla^ul  is  teemii^  with  disaffection,  and 
with  hostik  nations  ready  to  invade  the  Eoman  provinoee^ 
tite  banks  of  the  Ehino  oannot  be  ld%  dfi^enceiess.  Tbo 
kgions  in  Britain  have  an  enemy  on  their  hands,  and  are 
cLiTided  by  the  sea.  Spain  is  not  am  oyeiflowing  with 
troops.  The  provinoe  of  Narbon  Gaxd  has  been  thrown  into 
dismay  by  the  incursion  of  Otho's  fleet,  and  a  defeat.  Italy, 
beyond  the  Po,  is  shut  in  by  the  Alps,  deprived  of  all  relief 
by  £ea,  and  die  armies  that  passed  that  way  have  eduuKSted 
the  oountry.  Theie  is  no  place  from  which  Vitellius  out 
bope  to  be  supplied  with  grain;  and,  without  provisions,  he 
cannot  maintain  his  army.  Moreover  the  Germans,  the 
most  warlike  portion  of  the  Viteliian  party,  if  ihe  war  bo 
protracted  till  suisomer,  will  be  unable  to  bear  the  change  of  • 
eoil  and  dimale  with  their  in£rm  constitutions.  Many  wara^ 
formidable  in  the  first  impetuous  effort,  have  come  to 
nothing  throu^  the  effects  of  delay  and  suqienaa  On  the 
other  hand,  Otho's  party  are  rich  in  supplies,  and  their 
£rieDds  are  firm.  They  have  Bannonia,  Moesia,  Dalmatian 
and  the  East,  with  their  entire  armies;  Italy;  and  £ome^ 
the  capital  of  the  empire :  the  senate  and  the  Soman  pe<^le, 
ijlwayB  of  considerable  importance,  though  their  glory  in 
some  ooiyunctures  has  been  eclipsed :  a  store  of  wealth,  both 
public  and  private^  and  boundless  riches;  in  public  dissen* 
sions  more  powerful  than  the  sword:  their  soldiers  inured 
to  Italy,  or  seasoned  to  the  heat  in  warmer  dimates.  In 
their  front  the  river  Po  is  a  bazrier,  and  cilies  fortified  and 
garrisoned;  of  which  the  defence  of  Pkoentia  is  a  proof  that 
none  will  surreikfer.  For  these  reasons,  he  should  protroel 
the  war.  in  a  lew  days,  the  fourteenth  legion,  fiunous  for 
its  bravery,  wiU  arrive  with  reinforcements  from  Mmsia.  A 
council  of  war  may  then  be  called;  and  should  it  be  thoo^t 
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)i4vui^e  to  IhaBBud  n  b«tde,  Ofebo  nuty  tliea  take  ihe  fiekl 
4ntii  augmented  fodce.'' 

33.  ]^fetfhis  Celsos  concuxved  i&  l^is  opinion.     Anniufif 

GaUufi^  who  bad  been  tibrown  foy  tiie  Ming  of  his  horae  a  few 

dajs  befere,  being  eoneuited  by  pertKXBS  tsent  for  the  purpose, 

1J0O  <>oiicaivML     Otho  w«s  a^er  for  the  issue  of  a  battle. 

Him  bvotlwr  IHtiaiias,  «nd  Procttlse,  the  preefect  of  the 

^iSBtoriMt  guards^  both  disposed  to  faMrty  measores  &om 

iftixperienoe,  a^ii^  tbat  the  gnads,  a»i  tibe  tutelar  geniuft 

of  Otho,  were  present  in  council,  and  wooid  stand  by  them 

in  Uieir  enterpriaes}  and  thsA  no  one  might  rentufe  to 

o^^oee  tb£«*  fienteooe,  ^y  bad  adopted  the  tone  o(  flattery. 

.To  dtS^  baMt  mm  the  nesult  of  the  debate^  but  whe^^  ihe 

eiMppTxwr  sbouid  cottunuad  in  pnsen,  or  withdraw  to  a  plaoe 

'Of  safety,  was  a  qMrtMb  «tiil  to  be  discussed.     Odsus  and 

AayitiuB  now  made  no  oppositi^xu     To  expoee  Hbe  prince  to 

^tie  daa^rs  of  t&e  fid^  was  more  thaa  dbey  ebose  to  take 

opoix  th«Bis^v«s  j  and  the  anthfors  of  tbe  pernicious  counsel 

idready  givoi,  caisied  it,  that  Otbo  ediould  retire  to  Brixeilum^ 

^mte,  retnoWd  insm.  tiie  baounfe  of  battle,  to  reserve  himself 

fat  the  chief  adnuBSStiatioBi  of  «&drs  and  of  empire.     Froai 

this  day  tiie  ruin  «€  Otibo's  fnoty  may  be  duted.    fie  took  . 

with  hixa  a  ooMwderalbte  detnclim^t  of  the  prsstorian  oohorts^ 

the  body-gmrdy  and  earafay;     Afber  their  depaiture,  th«' 

sprit  of  the  army  began  to  darooip;  for  they  suspected  theor 

officers;  ^ati  the  pcdnoe^  oai  whom  a^eoe  the  eoidieTS  relied^ 

ior  ke  confided  in  nene  but  tbem,  bad  left  them  under  thie 

oamvand  of  ^nerals  of  dvibioiiB  iGMithodty. 

34.  Nothing  of  all  that  passed  was  a  secret  in  the  oamp  of 
Tijtelliu&  From  the  deserters^  who'  in  dtil  wsors  are  always 
jmmerous,  and  also  from  thie  spies,  whose  genius  it  is,  whiie 
they  pry  isito  tiae  secrets  of  others,  to  betray  their  own, 
«Terything  traxu^red.  Csooina  and  Yalens  ky  quiet  on  the 
watdi  iar  tiae  opportunity  wdien  the  enemy  should  rush  on 
vnwarily^  and  waiting  to  av^ail  themsel^s  of  the  folly  of' 
t)tbers,  a  good  substitote  for  wisdom,  oonunenced  a  bridge^ 
«8  thsoogh  they  meditated,  crossing  the  Po,  to  attack  the 
Iglbdiators^  on  the  opposite  bank ;  and  that  their  own  soldiers 
ht  not  pass  their  time  in  listless  inactivity.     They  ranged 


*  It  has  been  tkbaeeAy  mentioned,  that  Otho  had  in  his  «nny  two 
1  iB^adiatiHm.  .$ee«^  1}  of  this  book.  . 
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at  equal  distances  a  number  of  boats,  united  at  each  end  by 
strong  timbers,  with  their  prows  turned  against  the  current, 
and  resting  upon  their  anchors,  to  hold  the  bric^  firmly 
together;  the  cables  however  were  not  tense,  but  played  in 
the  water,  in  order,  when  the  stream  increased,  that  the  row 
of  vessels  might  be  lifted  up  without  disturbance.  Standing 
upon  the  bridge,  and  raised  up  on  the  last  ship,  was  a  turret, 
which  closed  the  passage,  and  gave  the  men  a  station,  whence 
they  might,  with  their  battering  engines,  prevent  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy. 

35.  The  Othonians  also  raised  a  tower  on  the  opposite 
bank,  whence  they  threw  stones  and  brands.  A  small  island 
stood  in  the  middle  of  the  water.  The  gladiators  attempted 
to  pass  over  in  boats;  but  the  Germans,  expert  in  swimming, 
outstripped  them.  Several,  as  it  happened,  crossed  over; 
and  in  order  to  dislodge  them,  Macer  put  off  with  a  strong 
party  of  gladiators  on  board  his  galleys :  but  the  gladiators 
were  not  able  to  cope  with  regular  soldiers;  and  the  motion 
of  the  vessels  not  allowing  them  a  firm  footing,  they  could 
not  discharge  their  weapons  with  the  same  certainty  as  men 
standing  steadily  on  land;  and  since  from  the  jarring  move- 
ments of  men  in  a  state  of  alarm,  the  rowers  and  combatants, 
intermixed,  obstructed  each  other,  the  Germans  became  the 

•assailants,  and  plunging  into  the  river  from  the  bank,  held 
back  the  boats,  boarded  them,  or  sunk  them  by  manual 
force.  The  whole  passed  under  the  eye  of  both  armies.  The 
Vitellians  looked  on  with  joy  proportioned  to  the  abhorrence 
in  which  the  Othonians  held  Macer,  the  cause  and  the  author 
of  their  disgrace. 

36.  The  gladiators,  in  such  vessels  as  they  could  save, 
retreated  fi-om  the  island,  and  thus  an  end  was  put  to  the 
engagement.  The  soldiers  clamoured  for  the  blood  of  Macer. 
One  of  them  darted  his  lance,  and  wounded  him ;  when  the 
rest  rushed  on,  sword  in  hand,  and  would  have  killed  him  on 
the  spot,  if  the  tribunes  and  centurions  had  not  interposed 
to  save  him.  Shortly  after,  Vestricius  Spurinna,  having,  by 
order  of  Otho,  left  a  moderate  garrison  at  Placentia,  came  up 
to  the  main  body  with  his  cohorts.  Flavins  Sabinus,  consul 
elect,  was  immediately  afterwards  sent  by  Otho  to  command 
the  troops  Macer  had  headed ;  to  the  great  joy  of  the  common 
men,  who  saw  with  pleasure  every  change  of  their  officero; 
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while  the  comnianders  were  disgusted  with  a  service  rendered 
80  perilous  &om  the  frequency  of  sedition, 

37.  I  find  it  asserted  by  some  authors,  that  the  two  armies^ 
dreading  a  war,  or  detesting  both*  princes,  whose  flagitious 
deeds  grew  every  day  more  notorious,  had  doubted  whether 
in  laying  down  their  arms  they  should  either  themselves 
deliberate  upon  the  matter  with  a  view  to  the  common  good, 
or  commit  to  the  senate  the  choice  of  an  emperor;  and  that 
from  this  consideration  Otho's  generals  proposed  to  protract 
and  delay  the  war;  the  prospects  of  Paulinus  being  the  most 
promising,  as  he  was  the  oldest  of  consular  rank,  of  high 
military  reputation,  and  his  conduct  in  Britain^  had  given 
superior  lustre  to  his  name.  But  as  I  would  admit  that  a 
few  in  their  hearts  wi^ed  for  repose  instead  of  discord,  and 
to  see  the  most  base  and  abandoned  of  mankind  postponed 
to  a  virtuous  and  inoffensive  prince;  so  I  cannot  supposQ 
that  Paulinus,  a  man  of  understanding,  could,  in  an  age 
so  corrupt,  hope  for  such  an  effort  of  moderation  in  the 
masses,  as  that  those  who  had  unsettled  a  state  of  peace  from 
a  passion  for  war,  would  lay  down  war  from  an  attachment 
to  peace;  nor  that  the  armies,  dissonant  in  language  and 
manners,  could  be  brought  to  coalesce  in  this  opinion;  or 
that  the  leading  chiefs,  immersed  in  luxury,  overwhelmed 
with  debt,  and  conscious  of  enormous  crimes,  would  submit 
to  any  master  who  was  not  stained  with  guilt;  aud  bound  to 
them  by  the  services  they  had  rendered  him. 

38.  The  love  of  domination,  an  inveterate  and  deep-seated 
propensity  of  the  human  heart,^  waxed  strong  as  the  empire 
grew  in  greatness,  and  at  length  threw  off  all  restraints;  for 
while  the  republic  was  limited  in  its  extent,  the  equality  of 
conditions  was  easily  preserved.  But  when  the  world  was 
subjugated,  and,  rivsd  kings  and  rival  cities  being  overthrown, 
men  were  at  leisure  to  covet  wealth  which  they  might  enjoy 
in  repose,  contentions  arose,  first,  between  the  senate  and  the 
people.  Factious  tribunes  prevailed  at  one  time,  and  ambi-* 
tious  consuls  at  another;  and  in  the  city,  and  the  fonun, 

'  For  the  conduct  of  Suetonius  Paulinus,  and  the  brilliant  success  of 
his  arms  in  Britain,  see  Annals,  ziv.  29-40. 

*  Compare  Sallust;  "Natura  mortalium  avida  imperii,  et  prseceps 
ad  explendam  animi  cupidinem." — De  Bell.  Jugurth.  8.  6.  The  sequel 
cf  thu  section  has  somQ  resemblance  to  a  passage  in  Lucan,  FharsaL 

iieo. 
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were  exhibited  the  finst  essays  of  crril  Trar.  Soon  after,  Cains 
Marius,  a  man  sprung  frcym  the  dregs  of  the  populace^  and 
Lucius  SjUa;  the  fiercest  of  the  nohles;^  vanquished  liberty  by 
foree  of  arms,  and  erected  absolutism  on  its  ruins.  Pompey 
oame  after,  with  pasi^ons  more  disguised,  but  no  way  better. 
From  that  time,  the  struggle  has  been  for  supreme  dominion 
alone.  The  legions  that  511ed  the  plains  of  PharsaHa,  and 
afterwards  met  at  Philippi,  though  composed  of  Roman  citi- 
aens,  never  once  thought  of  disbanding;  much  less  woiuld 
the  armies  of  Otho  and  Vitellius  sheath  iH»  sword,  of  their 
own  mere  motioa;  the  same  wrath  of  the;  gods,  the  same 
popular  frenxy,  the  same  motives,  derived  £^m  enormities 
oommitted,  urged  them  on  to  mutual  slaughter.  Thdr  wars, 
it  is  true,  were  ended  by,  as  it  were,  single  blows;  but  that 
was  owing  to  the  abject  spirit  of  the  princes.  But  these 
reflections  on  t^e  spirit  of  ancient  and  modem  times  have 
betrayed  me  into  too  long  a  digression.  I  now  come  to  the 
series  of  transactions  as  they  occurred. 

39.  From  the  time  when  Otho  withdrew  to  Brixelium,  bis 
broliier  Titianus  assumed  the  x>omp  of  command,  but  the 
power  and  real  authority  were  with  Proculus.  Celsus  and 
Faulinus  were  no  more  than  nominal  generals.  No  man 
sought  their  advice ;  th^  did  but  bear  the  blame  of  blunders 
not  their  own.  The  tribunes'  and  centurions  were  in  doubt 
and  perplexity,  seeing  the  worst  characters  preferred,  and 
real  Indents  neglected.  The  common  men  were  in  good  spi- 
rits, but  more  disposed  to  scan  than  to  execute  their  generals' 
orders.  It  was  resolved  to  advance  the  camp  to  within  four 
nules  of  Bedriaoum;*  which  they  did  with  such  want  of  skilly 
that,  though  it  was  then  the  spring  of  the*  year,  and  the 
country  around  abounded  with  rivers,  ^e  army  was  distressed 
for  want  of  water.  The  expediency  of  hazarding  a  battie 
became  again  the  subject  of  debate.  Otho,  in  ftequent  de- 
spatches, insisted  on  the  most  vigorous  measures :  the  soldiers 
demanded  that  the  emperor  should  be  present  on  the  day  x>f 
battle.  Many  wer6  of  opinion,  that  the  forces  beyond  the  Po 
cihould  be  called  in;  nor  is  it  so  easy  to  decide  what  would, 
have  beea  the  most  prudent  measure,  as  that  they  chose  the 
most  pernicious, 

^  •  1  Brotier  obserrvs,  that  the  place  to  which  the  Othonians  advanced 
IB  now  called  Tor  Anzolini,  between  the  rivers  Ollio  and  Dermona. 
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M.  They  set  oat  lor  1^  eonfifi±  of  the  Po  and  the  Addua,^ 
at  the  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  as  if  going  to  open  a  earn- 
paign,  not  to  decide  it.  Celsns  and  Paulinus  represented  the 
danger  of  exposing  the  Boldiers,  &tigued  by  their  mard^L,  and 
bending  tinder  the  weight  of  their  baggage,  to  the  attach  of 
an  enemy  imencumbered,  and  fresh  from  a  march  of  fonr 
mdles  only;  who  would  not  eommit  such  a  blrmder  as  not  to 
aasanlt  them  befcve  they  oonM  form  the  line  of  battle,  or  while 
dispersed  and  employed  at  the  entrenchments.  Titianns  and 
ProeulnSj  when  oYeroome  by  argument,  resorted  to  thexr< 
orders,  and  the  will  of  the  jHrinee.  And  it  is  true  that  a  Nu« 
midian  horseman,'  at  fuH  speed,  airiyed  with  letters  from 
Otho,  in  a  style  df  sharp  reproof  condanning  the  dilatorine89 
of  the  generals,  and  eommandfng  that  a  deeisive  miction  shoxdd 
be  hazarded;  for  he  was  heertsiek  with  suspense,  and  impa-^ 
lient  to  realize  his  antidpations. 

41.  On  the  same  day,  while  Cseoina  was  emjdoyed  in  thrown 
ing  a  Inidge  over  the  Po,  two  pwtorian  tribunes  airiTcd  to 
demand  an  interview.  He  was  on  the  pdnt  of  hearing  their 
terms  and  replying^  wh^i  the  scouts  annoimced  with  headlong 
haste  that  the  enemy  was  at  hand.  The  business  broke  off 
abruptly,  and  therefore  what  their  design  was,  whether  to 
betray  their  own  party,  to  lay  a  snare  for  the  Yitellians,  or 
to  make  some  honourable  proposal,  cannot  now  be  known^ 
Gsecina  dismissed  the  tribunes,  and  rode  back  to  the  camp, 
where  he  found  that  Talens  hsA  giveu  the  signid  for  battle,  and 
the  men  under  arms.  While  the  legions  were  settling  by  lot 
their  respective  stations,  the  cavalry  advanced  to  charge  the 
enemy,  and,  strange  to  say,  an  inf(»ior  number  oTthe  Otho- 
idaQB  would  have  driven  iheia  into  their  intrenchments,  had 

1  The  AMxm  (now  Adda)  MU  into  th«  Poy  about  nz  miles  to  iho 
iwt  of  Oremooa. 

^  The  taste  for  show  and  ^lendour  was  so  great,  that  noxie  who,  in 
that  age,  bad  any  pretensions  to  be  considered  people  of  fashion,  chose 
to  appear  on  the  Ap])ian  or  Tlaminian  road,  or  to  make  an  excursion  to 
their  irillaa,  -without  a  train' of  Numidians,  mounted  on  the  .horses  of 
their  country,  to  ride  before  their  carriages,  and  give  notice,  by  a  cloud 
of  dost^  that  a  i^t  man  was  on  thd  road.  For  this  fact  we  are  la- 
dflbted  to  Seneca,  who  says,— <<  Omnee  jam  sio  peregrinantur,  ut  illea 
Hnmidarum  prteourrat  aquitatua,  atque  ut  iWmen  cursorem^  antecedat : 
turpe  eat,  mi^los.eeae^  qni  ooourrentes  visr  dejiciant ;  qui  honestum 
hominem  venire  magno  pulvere  ostendbnt^^Seneca,  Epist  123.  , 
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Hot  thd  Italic  legion  opposed  the  runaways,  and  sword  in 
hand  compelled  them  to  return  to  the  chazge.  Meanwhile, 
the  rest  of  the  army,  without  hurry  or  confosion,  drew  up  in 
order  of  battle,  immolested  by  the  enemy,  and^  in  £a.ct,  without 
being  seen :  as  a  thick  coppice,  that  stood  between  both  par-< 
ties,  intercepted  their,  view.  In  Otho'&  army  the  chie&  were 
in  dismay;  the  men  mistrusted  the  officers;  the  ba^age 
wagons  and  the  followers  of  the  camp  mixed  with  the  ranks; 
and  the  road  was  rendered  so  narrow  by  a  deep  ditch  on  eack 
side  as  to  be  difficult  of  passage,  even  though  no  enemy  wera 
at  hand ;  some  were  crowding  about  their  colours,  others  look- 
ing for  their  proper  post ;  nothing  was  heard  but  a  confused 
clamour  of  men  calling  to  their  comrades,  and  answering  to 
their  names ;  while  some  advanced  to  the  front  line,  others 
feU  into  the  rear,  as  fear  or  courage  prompted  them. 

42.  The  Othonians,  thus  amazed  with  sudden  alarm,  were 
lulled  into  a  state  of  languor  by  the  joy  inspired  by  cer- 
tain persons  who  fisilsely  stated  that  the  army  had  aban- 
doned Vitellius.^  From  what  source  it  took  its  origin,  whe- 
ther design  or  chance,  from  the  emissaries  of  the  Yitellians;, 
or  the  adverse  party,  has  never  been  explained.  The  Otho^ 
nians,  no  longer  burning  for  battle,  went  so  &r  as  to  salute 
the  opposite  army,  but  being  received  with  hostile  murmurs, 
most  of  their  own  party,  not  knowing  the  cause  of  the  salu- 
tation, were  induced  to  apprehend  treason.  In  that  moment 
the  Vitelliana  began  the  attack :  their  army  was  in  regular 
order,  their  strength  and  numbers  superior.  The  Othonians, 
still  in  disorder,  and  fatigued  by  their  maz^h,  nevertheless  feU 
to  with  vigour^  The  place  of  the  action  being  entangled  with, 
trees  and  vine3rards»  the  aspect  of  the  combat  was  varied. 
They  fought  man  to  man,  and  at  a  distance  in  separate  bat- 
talions, and  in  the  form  of  a  wedge.  On  the  high  road  they 
fought  hand  to  hand,  foot  to  foot,  and  buckler  against  buckler: 
they  ceased  to  throw  their  javelins,  and  with  their  swords  and 
axes  cut  through  helmets  -and  breastplates.  They  knew  one 
toother;  each  individual  was  conspicuous  to  his  friends  and 

^  Suetonius  expressly  says,  that  Otho,'  in  the  last  engagement  at 
Bedriacum,  was  defeated  by  a  stratagem.  His  soldiers  were  called 
out  to  be  present  at  a  general  pacification,  and,  in  the  yeiy  act  of 
ealuting  the  Yitellian  army,  were  suddenly  attacked.  Suetonius,  life 
of  Otho,  8.  9. 
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enemies ;  and  every  man  fought  as  if  the  issue  of  the  war 
depended  upon  his  single  arm. 

43.  Upon  an  open  plain,  between  the  Po  and  the  high 
TOBidf  two  legions  happened  to  encounter  each  other ;  on  the 
part  of  Vitellius,  the  one-and-twentieth,  filmed  for  its  valour, 
and  named  Rapax  ;*  on  the  side  of  Otho,  the  first  legion,  en- 
titled Adjutriz,  which  had  never  been  in  action,  but  of  despe« 
rate  coufage,  and  eager  for  the  acquisition  of  honour.  They 
broke  through  the  foremost  rank  of  the  one-and-twentieth, 
and  carried  off  their  eagle.  Boused  by  this  disgrace,  the  Vi* 
tellians  in  their  turn  drove  back  the  first,  killing  Orphidius 
Benignus,  who  commanded  Otho's  legion,  and  carrying  off 
several  standards  and  flags.  In  another  part  of  the  field,  the 
thirteenth  legion  was  routed  by  the  fifth,  and  the  fourteenth 
was  hemmed  in  by  superior  numbers.  OthoV  generals  had 
long  since  fled  the  field,  while  Caecina  and  Valens  supported 
their  ranks  in  every  quarter.  Fresh  forces  came  to  their 
assistance.  The  Batavians,  under  Varus  Alphenus,  having 
cut  to  pieces  the  gladiators  attempting  in  boats  to  cross  the 
Po,  came  into  the  field  flushed  with  success,  and  charged  the 
enemy  in  flank. 

44.  The  centre  of  Otho's  army  gave  way,  and  fled  with 
precipitation  towards  Bedriacum.  A  long  space  lay  before 
them;  the  road  was  obstructed  with  heaps  of  slain:  the 
slaughter,  therefore,  was  the  more  dreadful.'  In  civil  wars, 
indeed,  no  prisoners  are  reserved  for  sale.  Suetonius  Paulinus 
and  Licinius  Proculus  fled  difierent  ways,  both  avoiding  the 
camp.  Vedius  Aquila,  who  commanded  the  thirteenth  legion, 
by  his  own  indiscreet  fears  exposed  himself  to  the  fury  of  the 
soldiers.  He  entered  the  camp,  while  it  was  yet  broad  day- 
light ;  and  those  who  are  ever  ready  to  rebel  against  their 
officers,  and  run  aWay  from  their  enemies,  crowded  round  him 
with  loud  clamourings,  abusing  him,  and  even  offering  vio- 
lence to  him.  They  charged  him  with  treachery  and  desertion, 
not  because  he  was  guilty  of  any  crime,  but,  in  the  true  spirifr^^ 
of  vulgar  minds,  transferring  to-othera  their  own  guilt  and  ,-* 
infiimy.  Titianus  and  Celsua  owed  their  safety  to  the  night; 
the  watch  being  now  stationed,  and  the  soldiera  appeased  by 

'  See  note  above  on  c.  6  of  this  book. 

'  Plutarch,  in  his  account  of  this  battle,  describea  a  most  dreadful 
eamage.    See  his  Life  of  Otho. 
TAC. — VOL.  II.  H 
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the  entirenties,  the  ad7ice,a^d  authority  of  Annius  Gallus,  wha 
had  the  address  to  make  the  men  sensible  of  '^  the  folly  ot 
additg  to  the  havoc  of  the  field  by  turning  their  swords  upon 
thejnselyes."  Whether  the  war  was  at  an  end,  or  to  be  once 
more  renewed  with  vigour,  he  represented  {hat  the  one  great 
remedy  for  the  vanquished  was  in  their  union.  The  spirits  of 
the  rest  were  completely  broken;  but  the 'pr^torians  com- 
plained that  they  were  defeated  by  treachery,  not  by  the 
valom:  of  the  enemy.  *'  The  Vitellians,"  they  said,  "  could 
not  boast  of  a  bloodless  victory.  Their  oavaky  were  routed, 
•^and  one  of  their  legions  lost  their  eagle.  Otho  and  the  troopa 
beyond  the  Po  were  still  left;  the  legions  from  Moesia  were 
on  their  march ;  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  army,  detained 
at  Bedriacmm,  had  no  share  in.  t^a  AQtion-  These  certainly 
were  not  yet  conquered ;  and  if  tibST^fl^H^^be.  their  lot,  they 
would  M\i  with  more  glory  in  tfe^;  ^Id  of  i%^W  From  these  • 
reflections,  the  praetorians,  inflamed  with  anger  or  depressed 
with  fear,  were  rather  stimulated  by  resentment,  than  dis« 
heartened  by  their  desperate  predicament. 

45.  The  army  of  YitelliuQ  halted  at  the  distance  of  fiv^ 
miles  from  Bedriacum,  the  generals  not  thinking  it  advisable 
on  the  same  day  to  attempt  the  enemy's  camp.  A.voluntary 
surrender  was  at  the  same  time  anticipated.  But  the  soldiers, 
having  gone  forth  prepared  only  as  for  battle,  and  unencum- 
bered, their  arms  and  their  victory  were  their  only  defence. 
On  the  following  day  the  inclination  of  the  Othonians 
showing  itself  unequivocally,  and  even  those  who  had  beei^ 
the  fiercest  being  now  disposed  to  relent,  they  sent  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  enemy.  The  Yitellian  leaders  were  willing  to 
hearken  to  terms  of  accommodation.  The  deputies  not 
returning  immediately,  the  doubt  whether  they  had  sue- 
eeeded  somewhat  checked  their  resolution :  but  the  embassy, 
soon  returning,  the  intrenchments  were  thrown  open.  The 
conquerors  and  the  conquered  burst  into  tears,  and,  witl\ 
mingled  joy  and  sorrow,  deprecated  the  horrors  of  civil 
war.  In  the  same  tents,  relations,  frien^s^  and  brothers^ 
dressed  each  other's  woundbsi.  They  now  perceived  that  their 
hopes  and  rewards  were  dubious;  while  deaths  and  mournings 
were  their  certain  lot.  Nor  was  there  a  person  so  fortunate 
as  not  to  have  some  death  to  lament.  The  body  of  Orphidius^ 
the  commander  of  a  legion,  after  diligent  search^  was  found^ 
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and  burned  ^ith  the  usual  solemnities.  A  few  of  the 
common  men  were  buried  by  their  friends:  the  rest  were 
left  above  ground 

46.  Otho,  in  the  meantime,  having  taken  his  resolution, 
waited,  without  trepidation,  for  an  account  of  the  event. 
First,  rumours  of  a  melancholy  character  reached  his  ears; 
soon  after,  fugitives,  who  escaped  from  the  field,  brought  sure 
intelligence  that  all  was  lost.  The  fervour  of  the  soldiers 
stayed  not  for  the  voice  of  the  emperor;  they  bade  him 
summon  up  his  best  resolution:  there  vere  forces  still  in 
reserve,  and  in  their  prince's  cause  they  were  ready  to  suffer 
and  dare  the  utmost.  Nor  was  this  the  language  of  flattery  ^ 
impelled  by  a  kind  of  frenzy,  and  like  men  possessed,  they 
were  all  on  fire  to  go  to  the  fidd  and  restore  the  state  of  their 
party.  The.  men  who  stood  at  a  distance  stretched  forth 
their  hands  in  token  of  their  assent,  while  such  as  gathei^d 
round  the  prince  clasped  his  knees;  Plotius  Firmus  being  the 
most  zealous.  This  officer  commanded  the  preetorian  guards. 
He  implored  his  master  not  to  abandon  an  army  devoted  to  his 
interest;  a  soldiery  who  had  undei^one  so  much  in  his  cause. 
**lt  was  more  magnanimous,"  they  said,  "to  bear  up  against 
adversity,  than  to  shrink  from  it :  the  brave  and  strenuous 
sustained  themselves  upon  hope,  even  against  the  current  of 
fortune;  .the  timorous  and  abject  only  allowed  their  fears 
to  plunge  them  into  despair."  While  uttering  these  words,- 
aoooidingly  as  Otho  rehaed  or  stiffened  the  muscles  of  his 
£ioe,  they  shouted  or  groaned.  Nor  was  this  spirit  confined 
to  the  prastorians,  the  peculiar  soldiers  of  Otho ;  the  detach- 
ment sent  forward  by  the  Moesian  legions  brought  word  that 
the  same  zeal  pervaded  the  coming  army,  and  tlmt  the  legiona 
had  entered  Aquileia.  Whence  it  is  evident  that  a  fierce  and 
bloody  war,  the  issue  of  which  could  not  have  been  foreseen  by 
the  victors  or  the  vanquished,  might  have  been  still  carried  on. 
•  47.  Otho  himself  was  averse  to  any  plans  of  prosecuting- 
the  war,  and  said:^  "To  expose  to  further  perils  such  spirit 
and  such  virtue  as  you  now  display,  would,  I  deem,  be  pay« 
ing  too  costly  a  price  for  my  life.  The  more  brilliant  the 
prospects  which  you  hold  out  to  me,  were  I  disposed  to  live,^ 

*  This  speech  of  Otho's  confirms  the  observation  of  Tacitus  in  th»* 
preoedmg  book  (L  22),  **  Non  erat  Othonis  mollis  et '  corpori  sifoilii^ 
maa^-aB,"    See  alao  Suetonius,  Life  of  Otho,  s.  10.  ... 
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the  more  glorious  will  be  my  death.  I  and  Fortune  have 
made  trial  of  each  other;  for  what  length  of  time  is  not 
material :  but  the  felicity  which  does  not  promise  to  last,  it 
is  more  difficult  to  enjoy  with  moderation.  Vitellius  began 
the  civil  war;  and  he  originated  our  contest  for  the  prince^ 
dom.  It  shall  be  mine  to  establish  a  precedent,  by  preventing 
a  second  battle  for  it.  By  this  let  posterity  judge  of  Otho* 
Vitellius  shall  be  blest  with  his  brother,  his  wife,  and  children. 
I  want  no  revenge,  nor  consolations.  Others  have  held  the 
sovereign  power  linger;  none  has  resigned  it  with  equal 
fortitude.  Shall  I  again  suffer  so  many  oi  the  Roman  youth, 
so  many  gallant  armies,  to  be  laid  low,  and  cut  off  from  the 
commonwealth?  Let  this  resolution  of  yours  to  die  for  me, 
should  it  be  necessary,  attend  me  in  my  departure;  but  live 
on  yourselves.  Neither  let  me  long  obstruct  your  safety, 
nor  do  you  retard  the  proof  of  my  constancy.  To  descant 
largely  upon  our  last  moments  is  the  act  of  a  dastard  spirit. 
Hold  it  as  an  eminent  proof  of  the  fixedness  of  my  purpose, 
that  I  complain  of  no  man :  for  to  arraign  or  gods  or  men 
is  the  part  of  one  who  fain  would  live." 

48.  Having  thus  declared  his  sentiments,  he  talked  with 
his  friends,  addressing  each  in  courteous  terms,  according  to 
his  rank,  his  age,  or  dignity,  and  endeavoured  to  induce  all, 
the  young  in  an  authoritative  tone,  the  old  by  entreaties,  to 
depart  without  loss  of  time,  and  not  aggravate  the  resent* 
ment  of  the  conqueror  by  remaining  with  him.  His  coun* 
tenance  serene,  his  voice  firm,  and  endeavouring  to  repress 
the  tears  of  his  friends  as  uncalled  for,  he  ordered  boats  or 
carriages  for  those  who  were  williug  to  depart  Papers  and 
letters,  Containing  strong  expressions  of  duty  towards  himself^ 
or  ill-will  towards  VitelUus,  he  committed  to  the  flames.  He 
distributed  money  in  presents,  but  not  with  the  profusion  of 
a  man  quitting  the  world.  Then,  observing  his  brother*s 
son,  Salvius  Cocceianus,  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  dis- 
tressed and  weeping,  he  even  comforted  him,  commending 
his  duty,  but  i*ebuking  his  fears :  *^  Could  it  be  supposed 
that  Vitellius,  finding  his  own  family  safe,  would  refuse,  in- 
humanly, to  return  the  generosity  shown  to  himself?  By 
hastening  his  death,"  he  said,  ^'he  should  establish  a  claim  upon 
tis  clemency;  fiince,  not  in  the  extremity  of  despair,  but  at 
a  time  when  the  army  was  clamouring  for  another  battle,  ho 
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had  made  his  death  an  offering  to  his  country.  For  himself, 
he  had  gained  ample  renown,  and  left  to  his  &mily  enough 
of  lustre.  After  the  Jtilian  race,  the  Glaudian,  and  the 
Servian,*  he  was  the  first  who  carried  the  sovereignty  into  a 
new  family.  Wherefore  he  should  cling  to  life  with  lofty 
aspirations,  and  neither  forget  at  any  time  that  Otho  was 
his  uncle,  nor  remember  it  overmuch." 

49.  After  this,  his  friends  having  all  withdrawn,  he  reposed 
awhile.  When  lo  I  while  his  mind  was^  occupied  with  the 
last  act  of  his  life,  he  was  diverted  from  his  purpose  by  a 
sudden  uproar.  The  soldiers,  he  was  told,  were  in  a  state  of 
frenzy  and  riot,  threatening  destruction  to  all  who  offered  to 
depart,  and  directing  their  fury  particularly  against  Ver- 
ginius,'  whom  they  kept  besieged  in  his  house,  which  he  had 
barricaded.  Having  reproved  the  authors  of  the  disturbance, 
he  returned,  and  devoted  himself  to  bidding  adieu  to  those 
who  were  going  away,  until  they  had  ail  departed  in  security^ 
Towards  the  close  of  day  he  quenched  his  thirst  with  a 
draught  of  cold  water,  and  then  ordered  two  poniards  to  be 
brought  to  him.  He  tried  the  points  of  both,  and  laid  one 
imder  his  head.  Having  ascertained  that  his  friends  were 
safe  on  their  way,  he  passed  the  night  in  quiet,  and,  as  we 
are  assured,  even  slept.  At  the  dawn  of  day,  he  applied  the 
weapon  to  his  breast,  and  fell  upon  it.  On  hearing  his  dying 
groans,  his  freedtnen  and  slaves,  and  with  them  Plotius 
Firmus,  the  praetorian  prsefect,  found  that  with  one  wound 
be  had  dispatched  himself.  His  funeral  obsequies  were  per-» 
formed  without  delay.  This  had  been  his  earnest  request, 
lest  his  head  should  be  cut  off  and  be  made  a  public  spec- 
tacle.' He  was  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  the  praetorian 
soldiers,  who  kissed  his  hands  and  his  woimd,  amidst  tears 
and  praises.     Some  of  the  soldiers  slew  themselves  at  the 

*  Augustus,  Tiberius,  and  Caligula  were  of  the  Julian  line ;  Claudius 
and  Nero  (by  adoption)  were  of  the  Claudian ;  Qalba  was  of  the  house 
of  ServiuB ;  Otho,  of  the  Salvian  family. 

^  This  was  Verginius  Rufus,  who  conquered  Yindex  in  Gaul,  and 
bad  the  moderation  to  decline  the  imperial  dignity  when  offered  to 
him  by  the  legions. 

'  Nero,  in  his  last  distress,  fearing  that  his  head  would  be  exhibited 
as  a  public  spectacle,  gave  directions  for  his  funeral.  Otho  did  the 
tame;  though  tainted  with  Nero's  vices,  he  closed  the  scene  with 
dignity. 
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Mineral  pile :  riot  Jfrom  any  consciousness  of  guilt,  nor  from 
fear;  but  in  emulation  of  the  bright  example  of  their  prince, 
fend  to  show  their  affection.  At  Bedriacuto,  Placentia,  and 
other  camps,  numbers  of  every  rank  adopted  that  mode  of 
death.  A  sepulchre  was  raised  to  the  memory  of  Otho,  of 
Ordinary  structure,  but  likely  to  endure.^ 

50.  Such  was  the  end  of  Otho,  in  the  thirty-seventh  year 
of  his  age.  He  was  bom  in  the  municipal  city  of  Ferentum. 
His  father  wa*  of  consular  rank ;  his  grandfather  of  praatorian. 
By  the  maternal  line  his  descent  was. respectable,  though  not 
equally  illustrious.  The  features  of  his  character,  as  well  in 
his  earliest  days  as  in  the  progress  of  his  youth,  have  been 
already  delineated.*     By  two   actions,   one  atrocious   and 

.  detestable,  the  other  great  and  magnanimous,  he  earned  an 
equal  degree  of  honour  and  infamy  among  posterity.  As  I 
should  regard  it  as  unbecoming  the  gravity  of  my  under- 
taking to  hunt  up  fabulous  accounts,  and  amuse  my  readers 
with  fictions,  so  I  would  not  presume  to  impugn  the  credi- 
bility of  those  statements  which  have  been  generally  received, 
iind  regularly  handed  down.     The  inhabitants  relate,  that, 

"6n  the  day  when  the  battle  was  fought  at  Bedriacum,  a  bird 
of  unusual  appearance  perched  in  a  frequented  place  near 
Kegium  Lepidum,^  and,  notwithstanding  the  great  concourse 
of  people,  and  a  numerous  flight  of  other  birds,  never  moved 
from  its  place  till  Otho  put  an  end  to  his  life,  and  then 
vanished  out  of  sight ;  and  that,  on  comparing  the  times, 
the  appearance  and  disappearance  of  this  phenomenon  tallied 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  prince's  death.^^ 

'  ^  Plutarch  tells  us,  that  he  himself  visited  Otho's  tomb  at  Brixellum. 
Those  perishable  materials  have  long  since  mouldered  away ;  but  tho 
epitaph,  written  by  Martial,  will  never  die.  The  poet  admits  that 
Otho  led  a  dissolute  life;  hut  adds,  that  in  his  end  he  was  no  way 
inferior  to  Cato : — 

"  Quum  duhitaret  adhuc  belli  civilis  Enyo^ 
Forsitan  et  posset  vincere  mollis  Otho ; 
Damnavit  multo  staturum  sanguine  Martem, 

Et  fodit  certa  pectora  nuda  manu. 
Sit  Cato  dum  vivit,  sane  vel  Cssare  major ; 
Dum  moritur,  numquid  major  Othone  fiiit." — Lib.  vi.  82. 
'  See  Annals,  xiii.  46 ;  Hist.  L  13 ;  and  Suetonius  and  Plutarch. 
'  Regium  was  about  fifteen  miles  from  Brixellum,  where  Otho 
breathed  his  last. 
*  See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vespasian,  &  5. 
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;  ^1.  Thd  grief  and  anguish  of  the  soldiers  at  the  funeral 
drove  them  to  another  mutiny,  Nor  was  there  any  one  to 
restrain  it.  They  turned  their  thoughts  to  Verginius;  one 
inoment  calling  upott  him  to  accept  the  sovereigntyj  and  the 
next,  with  menaces,  pressing  him  to  undertake  an  embassy 
to  Valens  and  Csecina.  Verginius,  while  they  were  forcing 
bifl  house,  disappointed  them  by  stealing  o£P  the  back  way« 
The  cohorts  thit  lay  encamped  at  BrixeHum  deputed  Enbrius 
Gallus  with  terms  of  submission ;  and  pardon  was  immediately 
obtained,  the  troops  .under  Flavins  Sabinus  going  over  to  the 
eonqueror,  through  the  negotiation  of  their  commander* 
.  52.  Though  the  war  in  every  quarter  was  now  at  an  end, 
&  great  part  of  the  senate,  who  accompanied  Otho  from  Rome, 
and  by  him  were  left  at  Mutina,  were  involved  in  the  utmost 
danger.  They  received  an  account  of  the  defeat  at  Bedriacum ; 
but  the  soldiers  treating  it  as  a  false  alarm,  as  they  suspected 
that  the  senate  were  hostile  to  Otho,  they  observed  their  lan- 
guage, and  put  a  malignant  construction  upon  their  looks  aifd 
demeanour.  They  proceeded,  lastly,  to  reproaches  and  insults, 
hoping  to  find  a  pretence  and  occasion  for  bloodshed,  when 
the  senators  saw  another  cloud  gathering  over  their  heads: 
the  Vitellian  party  was  now  superior;  and  they  feared  lest 
they  should  be  thought  to  entertain  the  intelligence  of  the 
victory  coldly.  Thus  alarmed,  and  painfully  perplexed,  they 
met;  no  one  suggesting  any  plan  of  his  own,  as  he  fait  more 
tecure  as  one  of  many  who  participated  in  the  same  fault. 
The  magistracy  of  Mutina  increased  the  anxiety  of  the  terror- 
stricken  senators,  by  ofiering  them  arms  and  money,  and,  with 
^-timed  courtesy,  giving  them  the  appellation  of  conscript 
&ther8. 

;  53.  After  this  a  .notable  dispute  arose  between  Licinias 
CsBcina  and  Eprius  Marcellus;^  the  former  vehemently  charg- 
ing Marcellus  with  speaking  in  ambiguous  terms.  Nor  did 
4my  of  the  others  express  their  sentiments  frankly ;  but  the 
name  of  Marcellus,  detested  from  the  recollection  of  his  infor- 
mations, had  stimulated  Cscina,  a  new  man,  and  lately  ad- 
mitted into  ty^Q:  seinate,  to  -seek  popularity  l?y  encountering 
powerful  enmities.  The  dispute  wa§  epded  by  the  interpo- 
sition of  worthier  men,  and  the  senate  returned  to  Bononia| 

^  Eprius  Marcellua  WJi  the  iuyeterate  enemj  jof  Psetus  Thrasea. 
Annals,  zvi  22,  28.  ■      . 
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there  to  deliberate  again,  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  hoped 
to  have  more  intelligence.  There  they  stationed  persons  on 
the  several  roads  to  interrogate  all  who  could  give  the  latest 
intelligence.  One  of  Otho's  freedmen  being  asked  why  he 
had  left  his  master,  he  made  answer,  *'I  bear  his  last  di-' 
rections ;  he  is  still  alive,  but  he  renounces  all  the  joys  of 
life :  his  thoughts  are  fixed  upon  posterity  alone."  This 
account  excited  their  admiration ;  they  felt  a  delicacy  in 
making  further  inquiries  :  and  the  consequence  was,  that  flU 
transferred  their  attachment  to  Yitellius. 

54.  Lucius  ViteUius,  brother  of  the  new  emperor,  attended 
the  meeting  of  the  senate,  and  was  now  presenting  himself  to  . 
receive  the  court  of  the  senators,  when  Csenus,  a  freedman  of 
Nero's,  by  a  bold  and  impudent  falsehood,  threw  the  assembly 
into  consternation.  *  He  affirmed  it  tus  a  &ct,  that,  by  the 
coming  up  of  the  fourteenth  legion,  and  the  junction  of  the 
forces  from  Brixellum,  the  victors  had  been  cut  to  pieces, 
and  the  fortune  of  the  party  retrieved.  The  motive  of  this 
fiction  was,  that  Otho's  passports,*  now  slighted,  might  revive, 
imder  more  £Bivourable  news.  By  this  stratagem  he  gained  a 
quick  conveyance  to  Rome,  and  in  a  few  days  was  put  to 
death  by  order  of  ViteUius.  But  the  danger  of  the  senators 
was  increased,  as  the  Othonian  soldiers  gave  credit  to  the 
fiction ;  and  it  gave  intensity  to  their  fears,  that  they  seemed 
to  have  quitted  Mutina  on  public  grounds,  and  to  have  aban* 
doned  their  party.  From  this  time  the  senate  was  convened 
no  more.  Every  man  acted  on  his  own  private  views,  till 
letters  from  Fabius  Yalens  put  an  end  to  their  fears.  Besides, 
the  death  of  Otho  was  known  the  sooner,  in  proportion  as  it 
was  meritorious. 

55,  At  Rome  a  general  calm  prevailed.  The  games  sacred 
to  Ceres^  were  exhibited  as  usual.  When  intelligence  arrived 
that  Otho  was  no  more,  and  that  all  the  military  then  in  the 
city  had,  at  the  requisition  of  Flavins  Sabinus,  sworn  fidelity  to- 
Yitellius,  the  spectators  signified  their  applause.  The  people, 
with  laurel  and  flowers,  carried  the  images  of  Galba  to  the 
several  temples,  and  piled  their  chaplets  in  the  form  of  a 

'  The  passports,  called  diplomata  Othomtf  were  granted  for  the  pro^ 
tection  of  travellers  and  messengers.    See  Pliny,  lib.  z.  epist.  14,  54. 

'  The  festival  of  Geres  began  on  the  19th  of  ApriL  See  Annals, 
XV.  53. 
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tomb,  on  the  spot  near  the  lake  of  Curtius,  which  he  had  djed. 
with  his  life-blood.  All  the  honours  invented  during  th& 
long  reigns  of  other  princes  were  forthwith  decreed  in  the 
senate.  They  moreoyer  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  and  applanse- 
to  the  German  armies^  and  despatched  a  deputation  to  perform 
the  office  of  congratulation,  A  letter  from  Fabius  Valens  to 
the  consuls  was  read :  it  was  not  arrogant  in  its  style,  but 
the  modesty  of  Csecina,  in  not  writing  at  all,  gave  greater 
satisfaction. 

56.  The  sufferings  of  Italy,  however,  were  more  severe  and 
terrible  than  under  the  war.  The  Vitellian  soldiers,  quartered 
in  the  colonies  and  municipal  cities,  were  bent  on  spoil  and 
rapine.  They  committed  the  most  horrible  outrages,  deflour-* 
ing  the  women,  and  trampling  on  all  laws,  human  and  divine; 
either  from  lust  or  with  a  view  to  be  bought  ofF,  they  spared 
nothing  sacred  or  profane.  Some  were  murdered  by  their 
private  enemies  under  pretence  of  their  being  soldiers  of  Otho. 
The  soldiers  who  knew  the  country,  plundered  without  con« 
trol  the  opulent  farmers  and  lands  well  stocked;  while  all 
who  resisted  were  doomed  to  the  sword,  the  officers  not  daring 
to  check  them,  and  obliged  to  truckle  to  them.  Csecina  ex- 
hibited less  avarice,  but  more  servility.  Valens  had  made 
himself  infamous  by  his  avarice  and  rapacity,  and  was  there^ 
fore  obliged  to  connive  at  the  crimes  of  others.  Italy  was 
long  since  exhausted,  and  could  ill  endure  to  maintain  so 
many  foot  and  horse,  together  with  outrage,  losses,  and  op« 
pression. 

57.  Yitellius,  in  the  meantime,  advanced  towards  Italy 
with  the  remainder  of  the  German  armies,  ignorant  of  his 
victory,  and  supposing  that  not  a  blow  had  been  struck.  A 
few  of  the  veteran  soldiers  were  left  behind  in  winter-quarters; 
and  to  recruit  tl^  remaining  legions,  which  were  mere  ske- 
letons, hasty  levies  were  made  in  Gaul.  On  the  frontiers  bor- 
dering on  itie  Ehine  the  command  was  given  to  Hordeonius 
FlaccuB.  To  his  own  army  Yitellius  added  eight  thousand 
men  from  Britain.  Having  marched  a  few  days,  he  received 
intelligeuce  of  the  victory  at  Bedriacum,  and  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  by  the  death  of  Otho.  He  called  an  assembly,  and 
highly  extolled  the  valour  of  the  troops.  The  army  wished 
to  see  his  freedman  Asiat^cus^  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a 

>  For  more  of  Asiaticus,  see  SuetoniuB,  Life  of  Vitellius,  s.  12. 


106  TEE   HISTOBT.  {b.  U. 

Roman  knight,  but  VltelliitB  restrained  the  disgraceful  adu- 
lation ;  but  such  waa  his  natural  levity,  that  wlmt  he  refused 
in  public,  he  granted  in  private  over  his  bottle.  And  thus  a 
despicable  slave,  who  was  goaded  on  by  ambition,  and  had 
nothing  to  recommend  him  but  Jiis  vices,  was  honoured  with 
the  equestrian  ring. 

58.  About  the  same  time  Yitellius :  received  advices  that 
the  two  Mauritanias  had  acceded  to  his  party,  Lucceius 
Albinus,  the  governor  of  that  country,  having  been  murdered^ 
The  province  which  wsus  called  Caesariensis  h^d  been  by  JSTero 
€ommitted*to  Albinus';  and  the  other,  called  Tingitana,  being 
afterwards  added  by  Galba,  the  governor  was  master  of  a  con- 
siderable force ;  not  less  than  nineteen  cohorts,  five  squadrons 
<)f  horse,  and  a  numerous  body  of  Moors^  accustomed  to  live 
by  depredation  and  rapine,  and  therefore  available  for  war. 
Albinus,  on  the  death  of  Galba,  declared  at  once  for  Otho, 
^nd,  not  content  with  AMca^  began  to  form  plans  against 
Spain,  which  was  separated  by  a  narrow  channel^  Cluviua 
Rufus,  who  presided  in  Spain,  alarmed  at*  this,  ordered  the 
tenth  legion  to  march  to  the  sea-coast,  with  a  design,  as  he 
gave  out,  to  cross  the  sea ;  and  chosen  centurions  were  sent 
forward  to  draw  the  Moors  over  to  Vitellius.  This  was  not 
a  difficult  task ;  the  fame  of  the  German  armies  resoimded 
through  all  the  provinces.  A  report  prevailed,  at  the  same 
time,  that  Albinus,  disdaining  the  title  of  procurator,  had 
usurped  the  regal  diadem,  and  the  name  of  Juba. 

59.  Thus  a  change  taking  place  in  the  minds  of  the  people^ 
AsiniuB  PoUio,  who  commanded  a  squadron  of  horse,  and  one 
of  the  most  firm  friends  of  Albinus,  was  surprised  and  put  to 
4eath,  with  Festus  and  Sdpio,  pnefects  of  cohorts.  Albinus 
himself,  after  sailing  from  the  province  of  Tingitana  to  that 
of  Caesariensis,  was  put  to  death  as  soon  as  he  landed.  His 
wife,  who  presented  herself  to  the  aasaasins,  perished  with  her 
husband*  These  transactions  passed  without  the  notice  of 
Yitellius :  even  to  matters  of  high  importance  the  attention 
of  a  moment  was  all  that  he  gave,  unequal  as  he  was  to 
ooncems  of  noagnitude.  Hie  ordered  his  army  to  proceed  by 
land  into  Italy,  while  he  himself  sailed  down  the  Arar:^  not 
with  any  of  the  pomp  of  a  prince,  but  exhibiting  in  a  striking 

>  The  Straits  of  Gibraltar. 

'  Now  the  Sfionei    See  Anns^  ziii  53. 
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manner  the  poverty  of  his  former  condition.*  At  length 
Junius  Blaesns,  at  that  time  governor  of  the  Lyonese  GauJ^  a 
man  of  illustrious  descent,  of  liberal  mind,  and  corresponding 
wealth,  supplied  Vitellius  with  a  train,  and  attended  him  ia 
person,  sparing  no  expense.  But  this  very  conduct  excited 
the  displeasure  of  Vitellius,  who,  however,  concealed  his  aver- 
sion with  servile  caresses.  At  Lyons,  the  generals  of  both 
parties,  as' well  the  vanquished  as  the  victorious,  attended. 
Vitellius  in  a  public  speech  lauded  Valens  and  Ctecina,  whom 
he  placed  on  each  side  of  his  curule  chair.  He  then  ordered 
out  the  whole  army  to  receive  his  son,  an  infent  of  tender 
years.  The  child  was  brought  forward ;  the  father  took  him 
in  his  arms,  adorned  as  he  was  with  a  purple  robe  ;  saluted 
him  by  the  title  of  Germanicus;  and  arrayed  him  with  all  the 
insignia  of  princely  state.  This  extravagant  honour  shown  in 
prosperity,  formed  a  source  of  consolation  in  the  reverse  of 
fortune  which  followed. 

60.  The  centurions  who  had  signalized  themselves  in  Otho'a 
service  were  then  put  to  death.  By  this,  more  than  any- 
thing, he  lost  the  affections  of  the  forces  from  lUyricum. 
The  rest  of  the  legions  caught  the  infection,  and,  being  already 
on  bad  terms  with  the  German  soldiery,  began  to  meditate  a 
revolt.  Suetonius  Paulinus  and  Licinius  Proculus  were  kept 
for  some  time  in  a  wretched  state  of  istispense.  Being  at 
length  admitted  to  an  audience,  they  made  a  defence  which 
nothing  but  the  necessity  of  the  times  could  excuse.  They 
made  a  merit  xrith  Vitellius  of  their  treachery  to  Otho,  and 
to  their  own  sinister  designs  ascribed  the  march  of  the  army 
on  the  day  of  battle,  the  fatigue  of  the  troops,  and  the  con- 
fusion in  the  ranks,  occasioned  by  not  removing  the  baggage, 
with  many  other  accidental  circumstances.  Vitellius  gave 
ihem  credit  for  their  perfidy,  and  pardoned  their  attachment 
to  his  enemy.  Salvius  Titianus,  the  brother  of  Otbo,  was 
screened  fi*om  danger  on  the  score  of  natuiul  affection,  and 
his  imbecile  chaifbter.  Marius  Oelsus,  consul  elect,  was 
suffered  to  succeed  to  his  honours,  though  CsBcilius  Simplex, 
aa  was  generally  believed,  and  the  charge  was  afterwards 
brought  against  him  in  the  senate,  endeavoured  by  bribery  to 
supplant  him ;  meditating  also  the   destruction  of  Celsus. 

*  For  the  extreme  poverty  of  Vitellius,  see  Suetomus,  Life  of  Vitd* 

liU8,  8.  7.  ' 


i 


W^  THEJ  HISTORY,  [d.  II. 

The  emperor,  however,  withstood  him,  but  in  time  raised  him 
to  that  office,*  without  the  guilt  of  bribery  or  murder.     Tra- 
ohahis  was  shielded  from  his  accusers  by  Galeria,  the  wife  of" 
Vitellius. 

61.  Amidst  the  dangers  that  involved  the  first  men  of  the 
age,  shameful  to  relstte,  one  Maricous,  a  plebeian  of  the  Boii, 
had  the  presumption  to  mix  up  his  name  with  the  great  events 
of  the  time,  and  provoke  the  Eoman  arms  by  a  pretence  to 
supernatural  lights ;  and  already  as  deliverer  of  Gaul,  and  aa 
a  god,  for  such  was  the  title  he  assumed,  having  mustered  i 

eight  thousand  men,  he  made  an  attempt  on  the  adjacent  | 

villages  of  the  iEduans,  when  that  powerful  state,  with  a 
chosen  band  of  their  youth,  and  with  a  reinforcement  of  co-* 
horts  from  Vitellius,  put  the  fanatic  multitude  to  the  rout. 
Mariccus  was  taken  prisoner,  and  soon  after  given  to  wild 
beasts.     The  populace,  astonished  to  see  that  he  was  not  im-^         i 
mediately  torn  to  pieces,  believed  him  to  be  sacred  and  invio^  I 

Iflble,  till  he  was  put  to  death  under  the  eye  of  Vitellius. 
*   (}2.  From  this  time  the  partisans  of  Otho  were  no  longer  < 

persecuted  :  the  effects  of  all  remained  inviolable.     The  last  ' 

wills  of  such  as  fell  fighting  for  Otho  were  allowed  to  be  , 

valid,  and,  where  no  will  was  made,  the  law  of  intestacy  took 
its  course.  In  fact,  if  Vitellius  had  moderated  his  luxuries, 
one  needed  not  fear  his  avarice.  His  appetite  for  feasting 
was  shocking,  and  knew  no  bounds.^  From  Eome  and  Italy 
incentives  to  gluttony  were  conveyed;  the  roads  from  botb 
the  seas  ringing  with  the  din  of  carriages.  To  entertain  him 
on  his  march,  the  principal  men  of  every  city  were  obliged  to 
lavish  all  their  wealth,  and  the  cities  themselves  were  ex- 
hausted. The  soldiers  lost  all  eneigy  and  virtue,  &om  being 
habituated  to  pleasure  and  contempt  of  their  general.  Vi- 
tellius, by  an  edict  sent  forward  to  Home,  signified  his  plea- 
sure to  postpone  for  the  present  the  title  of  Augustus,  and 
decline  that  of  Csesar;  but  did  not  forego  any  portion  of  the 
princely  power.  He  ordered  the  mathenmticians  to  be  ban- 
ished out  of  Italy,  and,  under  heavy  penalties,  restrained  the 
Eoman  knights  from  disgracing  themselves  by  public  games 

^  CaDcilius  Simplex  was  consul  when  Vitellius,  finding  his  afiairs 
utterly  ruined,  was  willing  to  abdicate.  (Hist,  iii  68.)  For  an  account 
of  the  consuls  in  the  course  of  this  year,  see  above,  i.  77,  note. 

*  Compare  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vitellius,  s.  10. 
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kai  the  prize  ring.  Former  princes  had  not  scrupled  to 
allure  men  to  that  practice  by  money,  and  still  oftener  by 
force.  Many  of  the  municipal  towns  and  colonies  emulated 
the  city  in  alluring  all  the  most  profligate  to  engage  iu  these 
practices  by  means  of  rewards. 

63»  Vitdlius,  on  the  arrival  of  his  brother,*  and  other  adepts 
in  tyrannic  arts  gaining  an  ascendency  over  him,  became  more 
haughty  and  sanguinary.  He  gave  ordera  for  the  execution 
of  Dolabella,  who,  as  already  stated,  was  removed  by  Otho  to 
the  colony  of  Aquinum.  Being  there  informed  of  that  em- 
peror's death,  he  ventured  to  return  to  Rome.  That  step  was 
objected  to  him  as  a  crime  by  his  intimate  firiend,  Plancius 
Varus,  who  had  been  preetor,  before  Flavins  Sabinus,  the 
prsefect  of  the  city.  He  pretended  that  Dolabella  broke  from 
his  place  of  confinement  to  offer  himself  as  a  leader  to  the 
vanquished  party,  and  added,  that  he  had  endeavoured  to 
seduce  to  his  interest  the  cohort  stationed  at  Ostia.  He 
could  bring  no  proof  of  these  serious  charges;  and,  visited 
with  remorse,  which  proved  too  late  to  be  of  any  service,  he 
implored  forgiveness  for  the  accused,  after  incurring  the  hor- 
rible guilt.  Flavins  Sabinus  hesitated  in  a  matter  of.  such  \ 
magnitude,  till  Triaria^  the  wife  of  Lucius  Yitellius,  a  woman  / 
furious  beyond  her  sex,  warned  him  not  to  seek  tiie  &me  of 
clemency  at  the  peril  of  the  prince.  Sabinus,  natui-ally  hu- 
mane, but  when  danger  threatened  himself  infirm  of  piupose, 
and  feeling  his  own  life  hazarded  in  another's  peril,  preci- 
pitated the.  fall  of  a  man  whom  he  dared  not  appear  to  help. 

64.  Vitellius,  from  motives  of  fear  and  hatred,  (for  Pe-  \ 
tronia,*  his  former  wife,  was  no  sooner  divorced  than  Dolabella  \ 
married  her,)  by  letters  despatched  to  Home  invited  him  to 
his  presence,  advising  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  shun  the  pub- 
licity of  the  Flaminian  road,  and*  come  by  the  way  of  Inte- 
ranmium«  At  that  place,  he  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death. 
The  assassin  thought  he  should  lose  too  much  time,  and 
attacked  Dolabella  at  an  inn  on  the  road,  while  stretched  on 
the  ground,  and  cut  his  throat;  a  transaction  which  brought 
into  great  odium  the  new  reign,  the  future  character  of  which 

^  Thk  was  Lucius  Vitelliufl,  whom  we  have  seen  with  the  senators 
at  Bononia.    See  above,  &•  54* 

^  Petronia  was  the  first  wife  of  Vitellius.  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vitel- 
lius, •.  6.  ' 


IIQ  THE  HISTORY.   .  [B.  JJ^ 

was  understood  frocbi  this  incipient  specinien.  The  daring 
\  spirit  of  Triaria.  was ,  the  more  detested,  as  it  stood  in  imme-. 

'diate  contrast  to  the  mild  character  of  Galoria^  the  emperor's 
^fe,.  and  also  to  that  of  Sextilia,^  his  mother  :'a  woman  of 
equal  excellence,  and  formed  on  the  model  of  ancient  man- 
ners. On  receipt  of  the  first  letters  itom  her  son,  she  is  said 
to  have  declared  that  his  name 'was  not  Germanicus  hut  Vir 
tellius ;   and  never  afterwards,  either  elated  by  the  allure- 

.ments  of  fortune,  or  deceived  by  the  voice  of  flattery,  was  she 

(won  to  cheerfulness,  but  was  alive  only  to  the  calamities  of 

{ her  fiimily. 

65.  Vitelliua  having  set  out  from  Lyons,  was  met  by 
Marcus  Cluvius  Eufus,  who  had  left  his  government  in 
Spain  for  the  purpose.  He  appeared  with  joy  and  gratula« 
tion  in  his  countenance,  and  anxiety  in  hik  heart  He 
knew  that  an  accusation  had  been  prepared  against  him  by 
Hilarius,  one  of  the  emperor's  freedmen,  importing  that^ 
during  the  war  between  Otho  and  Vitellius,  Bufus  intended 
to.  set  up  for  himself,  and  seize  the  provinces  of  Spain ;  and 
that,  with  this  view,  he  had  issued  various  edicts,  without 
inserting  the  name  of  any  prince  whatever.  He  also  put  s^ 
construction  upon  some  of  his  public  harangues,  tending  to 
blacken  the  character  of  Vitellius,  and  recommend  himself  to 

.  popular  favour.  The  interest  of  Rufus  was  too  powerful, 
and  his  fi^edman  was  even  condemned  to  punishment  by 
Vitellius.  Rufus  was  enrolled  among  the  emperor's  intimate 
friends,  and,  at  the  same  time,  retained  his  government  of 
Spain  during  his  absence,  after  the  example  of  Lucius  Arrun- 
tius,"  whom  Tiberius,  from  suspicion,  never  suffered  to  depart 
from  Rome.  But  Vitellius  entertained  no  fear  of  Cluvius. 
Trebellius  Maximus  jdid  not  meet  with  equal* fe-vour:  he 
had  fled  from  Britain  on  account  of  the  angry  feeling  of  the 
soldiers.*  Vettius  Bolanus,  then  a  follower  of  the  court,  was 
sent  to  succeed  him.* 

66.  Vitellius  heard,  with  deep  anxiety,  that  the  spirit  of 

^  For  Sextilia,  the  mother  of  Vitellius,  see  Suetoniufl^  Life  of  Vitel* 
liu3,  8.  3.  •         ' 

'  Lucius  Ammtiua  was  appointed. governor  of  Spain  by  Tibodoa^ 
and  for  ten  years  after  detained  at  Rome.    Annals,  vi  27. 

*  See  above,  i  60. 

*  For  VettiuB  Bolanus,  see  the  Life  of  Agricola,  c.  8, 16. 
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the  Tanquished' legions  was  fait  from  being  subdued.  Dist 
persed  through  Italy,  and  intermixed  with  the  victorious 
troops,  they  talked  of  yengeance.  Foremost  in  insolence  wa» 
the  fourteenth  legion^  who  denied  that  they  were  conquered; 
and  that,  because  at  Bedriacum  the  vexillaries  only  wer» 
defeated,  but  the  strength  of  the  legion  was  not  engaged.  It 
was  judged  proper  to  6en4  them  back  into  Britain,  whence 
they  had  been  recalled  by  Nero;  and  the  Batayian  cohorts 
were  ordered  in  the  meantime  ^o  camp  with  them,  as  an  old 
animosity  subsisted  between  them  and  the  soldiers  of  thd 
fourteenth.  Between  armed  men  so  inflamed  with  hatred,  a 
quarrel  soon  broke  out  At  Augusta,  the  capital  of  the 
Turinians,^  a  Bataviaa  soldier  had  words  with  an  ai^tisan^ 
whom  he  charged  with  fraud.  A  man  of  the  legion  took  th^ 
part  of  his  host;  their  comrades  joining  each  of  them,  from 
abusive  language  they  proceeded  to  blows ;  and,  if  two  pr»* 
torian  cohorts,  taking  part  with  the  fourteenth,  had  not  awed 
the  Batavians,  and  inspired  confidence  in  the  legionaries,  a 
bloody  conflict  had  ensued.  Yitellius,  satisfied  with  the 
fidelity  of  the  Batavians,  incorporated  them  with  his  army. 
The  legion  had  orders  to  proceed  over  the  Graian  Alps,^  that 
by  this  circuitous  route  they  might  avoid  Vienne,  w}ios€^ 
inhabitants  were  suspected.  The  night  the  legion  marched, 
they  left  fires  burning  in  all  quarters,  by  which  a  part  of  the 
Turinian  city  was  destroyed.  This  loss,  like  many  other 
calamities  of  war,  was  thrown  into  the  shade  by  the  .greater 
disasters  of  other  cities.  After  the  soldiers  had  descended 
from  the  Alps,  all  the  most  disaflected  of  them  marched 
to  Yienne.  They  were,  however,  reduced  to  order  by  the 
unanimity  of  the  better  disposed^  and  the  legion  was  trans* 
ported  into  Britain. 

67.  The  prsetorian  cohorts  formed  the  next  source  of 
disquietude  to.  Yitellius.  They  were  separated  first,  and 
afterwards,  this  step  being  followed  by  an  honourable  dis- 
chai^  to  soften  their  resentment,  they  delivered  up  their 
arms  to  their  tribunes;  but  at  length,  when  the  war  comn 
menced  by  Yespasian  assumed  consistency,  they  assembled 
again,  and  proved  the  best  support  of  the  Flavian  cause.  The^ 
first  legion  of  marines  was  ordered  into  Spain,  that  in  repose^ 

*  The  modern  Turin. 

'  Now  known  as  the  Little  St.  Bernard, 
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and  indolence  their  spirit  might  evaporate.  Tl^e  seventh  and 
eleventh  were  sent  back  to  their  old  winter-quarters.  The- 
/thirteenth  was  ordered  to  build  amphitheatres;  for  CaBcina, 
at  Cremona,  and  Valens,  at  Bononia,  were  preparing  to 
exhibit  a  spectacle  of  gladiators,  Yitellius  being  at  no  time  eo 
intent  upon  business  as  to  forget  his  amusements. 

68.  And  certainly  he  had  in  a  quiet  way  broken  up  the 
jxirty;  but  a  mutiny  arose  among  the  victors,  in  its  com- 
mencement ridiculous,  had  not  the  numbers  slain  brought 
the  war  into  increased 'odium.  Vitellius  had  sat- down  at  a 
banquet  at  Ticinum,  and  Verginius  was  of  the  party.  Ac- 
cording to  the  manners  of  the  chiefe,  the  tribunes  and  centu- 
rions emulate  their  strictness  or  delight  in  noon-day  feasts, 
and  the  soldiers  equally  are  either  orderly  or  riotous.  In 
the  army  of  Vitellius,  all  was  confusion  and  drunkenness, 
resembling  wakfes  and  bacchanalian  routs,  rather  than  a 
camp,  or  a  disciplined  army.  Accordingly,  two  soldiers,  one 
of  the  fifth  legion,  the  other  an  auxiliary  Gaul,  under  the 
excitement  of  revelry,  proceeded  to  a  trial  of  skill  in  wrest- 
ling. The  Roman  was  thrown :  his  antagonist  exulted  over 
him;  and  the  spectators,  who  had  gathered  round  them,  were 
soon  divided  into  parties.  The  consequence  was,  that  the 
legions  fell  upon  the  auxiliaries  sword  in  hand,  and  two 
cohorts  were  cut  to  pieces.  Another  alarm  put  an  end  to 
this  fray.  A  cloud  of  dust  was  seen  at  a  distance,  and  the 
glittering  of  arms.  A  shout  was  suddenly  raised,  that  the 
fourteenth  legion  was  returning  to  offer  battle;  but  it  was 
the  men  who  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  army,  and  when 
recognised,  all  anxiety  subsided.  Meanwhile,  a  slave  of 
Verginius  was  observed  by  the  soldiers,  who  charged  him 
with  a  design  to  assassinate  Vitellius,  and  rushed  directly  to 
the  banqueting-room,  demanding  the  execution  of  Verginius. 
The  emperor  himself,  though  tremblingly  alive  to  every 
suspicion,  doubted  not  the  innocence  of  Verginius,  but  with 
difficulty  restrained  the  men,  who  thirsted  for  the  blood  of  a 
consular  man,  at  one  time  their  own  general.  It  had  ever 
been  the  fate  of  Verginius,  more  than  of  any  other  officer,  to 
encounter  the  seditious  spirit  of  the  army.  Their  admiration 
of  the  man,  and  their  estimation  of  his  character,  remained 
unaltered,  but  they  hated  him  as  having  been  treated  with 
contempt  by  him. 


C.  70.]  VITELLIUS  VISITS  THE  FISLD  OF  BATTLB,  113 

69.  The  next  day,  the  deputies  from  the  senate  having 
been  admitted  to  an  audience,  Yitellius  visited  the  camp,  and 
actually  lauded  the  zeal  of  the  soldiers,  while  the  auxiliaries 
murmured  at  the  extent  of  impunity  now  enjoyed  by  the 
le^onaries,  and  the  insolence  they  manifested.  The  Batavian 
cohorts  had  been  ordered  back  to  Germany,  lest  they  should 
make  any  desperate  attempts:  the  Fates  even  then  preparing 
the  seeds  of  a  foreign  and  a  dvil  war.*  The  allies  from  Gaul 
were  restored  to  their  respective  states:  a  vast  unwieldy 
multitude,  employed  in  the  beginning  of  the  revolt  merely 
to  make  up  an  appearance.  For  the  rest,  that  the  imperial 
revenues,  now  well  nigh  exhausted  by  largesses,  might  hold 
out,  Yitellius  ordered  the  complement  of  the  legions  and 
auxiliaries  to  be  reduced,  and  no  new  levies  to  be  made* 
Dismissions  from  the  service  were  offered  indiscriminately. 
The  policy  was  of  the  worst  consequence  to  the  common- 
wealth,  and  unacceptable  to  the  solders,  who  had  the  same 
duties  to  perform  with  reduced  numbers,  and  more  frequent 
returns  of  danger  and  toil.  Their  energies,  too,  were  wasted 
by  luxury :  so  different  from  the  ancient  system  of  discipline, 
and  the  institutions  of  their  ancestors,'  with  whom  virtue 
proved  a  better  support  of  Roman  power  than  money, 

70.  Yitellius,  quitting  this  place,  turned  out  of  his  way  to 
go  to  Cremona.  Having  there  attended  the  spectacle  ex- 
hibited by  Caecina,  he  earnestly  desired  to  tread  the  field  of 
Bedriacum,  and  survey  the  vestiges  of  his  recent  victory. 
Shocking  and  terrible  was  the  spectacle.  Forty  days'  had 
not  elapsed  since  the  battle:  there  lay  bodies,  hideously 
mangled;  limbs  dissevered;  the  decaying  forms  of  men  and 
horses;  the  ground  tainted  with  gore:  one  scene  of  dire 
devastation,  where  trees  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth  were 
trampled  under  foot.  No  less  shocking  to  humanity  was 
that  portion  of  the  road  which  the  people  of  Cremona  had 
strown  with  roses  and  laurels,  with  altars  raised  and  victims 
slain,  after  the  custom  observed  towards  despots.  But  these 
acts  of  momentary  exultation  in  a  short  time  after  brought 
destruction  on  their  authors.  Yalens  and  Csecina  attended, 
and  pointed  to  the  local  cir/sumstances  of  the  battle :  **  From 

'  The  foreign  war  was  with  thd  Batavians,  under  CiyiliB ;  the  domes^ 
tie.  with  Vespasian. 
'  This  was  the  24th  of  May. 
TAC. — VOL.  11.  I 
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;this  spot  the  legions  rushed  on  to  the  attack;  thence  the 
.cavalry  charged  in  a  body;  from  that  quarter  the  auxiliaries 
.wheeled  about  and  surrounded  the  en^ny.'^  And  now,  the 
'tribunes  and  prse&cts,  each  extolling  his  own  achieyements, 
gave  a  medley  of  facts  and  falsehoods^  or  facts  ms^ified  by- 
exaggeration.  The  common  soldiers,  with  shouts  and  exulta- 
tion,  quitted  the  road,  retraced  the  scene  of  their  strugglea, 
iand  surveyed  the  heaps  of  arms  and  piles  of  dead  bodies  with, 
delight  and  wonder.  Some,  too,  r^ecting  on  the  sudden 
transitions  of  fortune,  shed  tears,  and  were  touched  with 
commiseration.  But  Yitellius  looked  on  with  upayerted 
jeyes,  -nor  shuddered  to  behold  so  many  thousand  bodies  of 
Boman  citizens  unburied;  nay,  with  feelings  of  preposterous 
joy,  and  little  thinking  that  his  catastrophe  was  so  near,  he 
(Qt&ered  solemn  sacrifice  to  the  genii  of  the  placa 
.  71.  Next,  at  Bononia,  Fabius  Valens  exhibited  a  show  of 
gladiators,  with  decorations  brought  from  Borne.  In  pro> 
pi»*tion  as  the  emperor  advanced  towards  the  capital,  the 
greater  the  licentiousness  that  marked  his  progress :  players 
and  bands  of  eunuchs  mixing  with  the  soldiers,  and  all  the 
.other  characteristic  abominations  of  Nero's  court  For 
Yitellius  was  in  the  habit  of  showing  his  admiration  of  Nero, 
and  used  to  attend  him  when  he  w^it  about  singing,  not  by- 
compulsion,  as  was  the  case  with  all  men  of  integiity,  but 
•enslaved  by  luxury  and  gluttony,  and  finding  his  reward  in 
them.  In  order  to  open  for  Valens  and  Caecina*  unoccu{»ed 
months  of  office,  the  consulates  of  others  were  abridged. 
Marthis  Macer,^  as  having  been  a  general  of  Otho's  party, 
was  passed  over;  and  Valerius  Marinus,  who  had  been  put  in 
nomination  by  Galba,  was  also  set  aside,  not  for  any  offence, 
but  as  being  a  man  of  mild  temper,  and  likely  to  bear  the 
wrong  tamely.  Pedanius  Costa  was  omitted,  being  odious 
to  the  prince  for  having  taken  an  active  part  against  Nero, 
and  excited  the  ambition  of  Verginius.  But  he  pretended 
other  reasons.  To  crown  all,  thanks  were  given  to  ViteUiua^ 
in  conformity  with  the  inveterate  habit  of  servility. 

72.  A  fraud,  which  made  vigorous  prc^ess  at  its  com- 

^  Valenfi  and  Caecina  entennl  on  their  joint  consulsliip  on  the  Calends 
of  November.    See  above,  L  77,  and  note. 

'  MartiuB  Macer  commanded  Otho's  gladiators  on  the  banks  of  tho 
Po.    See  above,  c  33  of  this  book. 
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menoemeliV  P^'''^^^  ^c^^^'^^^'^^^  ^^^  ^^^  moretbnn  a  few  days. 
There  started  up  a  man  who  pretended  to  be  Scribouianu^ 
Cameriniis/  and  that,  through  fear  of  the  Neronian  times,  he. 
had  lain  concealed  in  Istria,  as  the  followers  and  the  lands  of. 
the  ancient  Crassi,  and  partiality  to  that  illustrious  house, 
still  continued  there.  The  impostor,  having  engaged  all  thd 
most  profligate  to  support  the  fiction,  the  credulous  vulgar, 
and  certain  of  the  soldiers,  either  led  into  error  or  from  love  of 
innovation,  eagerly  joined  in  the  plot.  Being  brought  before 
Yitellius,  and  asked  w)io  in  the  world  he  was,  when  it  was 
found  that  no  reliance  was  to  be  placed  on  what  he  stated, 
and  he  was  recognised  by  his  master  as  being  in  condition  a 
runaway  slave,  named  Geta,  he  was  put  to  death  after  the 
manner  of  slaves.^ 

73.  When  intelligence  was  brought  by  his  chosen  inen 
from  Syria  and  Judsea  that  the  East  had  sworn  allegiance  to 
him,  it  would  hardly  be  believed  if  I  were  to  relate  how  much 
the  insolence  and  heartlessness  of  Yitellius  increased;  for 
though  as  yet  he  had  been  only  the  subject  of  vague  an^ 
imauthenticated  rumours,  still  Vespasian  was  in  the  mouths 
of  men^  and  his  fame  had  gone  forth,  so  that  Yitellius  was 
frequently  startled  at  the  name  of  Yespasian.  ISow  that  a 
rival  was  no  longer  dreaded,  the  emperor  and  his  arpy 
plunged  into  every  excess  of  foreign -manners,  giving  loose  to 
cruelty,  lust,  and  rapine. 

74.  Meanwhile  Vespasian' was  considering  the  war,  and 
revolving  the  means  of  conducting  it.  He  surveyed  his 
resources  at  a  distance,  as  well  jas  those  at  hand.  His  troops 
were  so  devoted  to  his  interest,  that,  when  he  set  them  the 
example  of  swearing  fidelity  to  Yitellius,  and  prayed  for  the 
entire  prosperity  of  his  reign,  the  soldiers  heard  him  in  pro- 
found silence.  Mucianus  was  zealoiisly  attached  to  Titus, 
and  not  averse  to  Vespasian.  Alexander,  the  prsefect  of 
Egypt,  shared  his  counsels.  The  third  legion,  which  had 
heen  removed  from  Syria  to  MoBsia,  he  considered  as  his  own, 
and  had  hopes  that  all  the  other  legions  m  Illyricum  would 
fi)llow  its  example.  In  fact,  all  the  armies  were  in  a  flame  at 
the  insolence  of  the  soldiers  that  came  among  them  from 

^  Sulpicius  CamerinTis  aad  his  son  were  put  to  death  by  order  r  of 
^elioB,  Nero's  freedman,  a.  n.  67. 
'  The  slaves  were  condemned  to  suffer  death  oa  a  cross. 
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Vitellius;  terrific  in  person,  and  uncouth  in  their  language^' 
they  treated  all  others  with  contempt.  But,  in  an  enterprise' 
of  such  importance,  it  was  natural  to  hesitate ;  and  Vespasian, 
one  while  elate  with  hope,  at  other  times  reflected  upon  the 
counteracting  motives.  "  What  a  day  would  that  be,  when 
he  should  commit  himself,  at  the  age  of  sixty,  with  his  tw<y 
youthful  sons,*  to  a  civil  war !  In  undertakings  of  a  private 
nature,  men  may  retreat,  and  draw  more  or  less  upon  fortune 
as  they  please;  but  when  sovereign  power  is  the  object 
sought,  'there  is  no  middle  groiind  between  the  highest  eleva- 
tion and  the  abyss  of  destruction.** 

75.  The  valour  of  the  German  armies,  well  known  to  hinr 
as  an  experienced  soldier,  continually  recurred  to  his  imagina- 
tion. "  The  legions  under  his  command  had  not  been  tried 
in  a  civil  war,  while  those  of  the  Vitellians  had  conquered  in 
one.  The  vanquished  would  exhibit  more  of  discontent 
than  vigour.  In  civil  discord  the  fidelity  of  the  soldiery 
is  an  unstable  reliance;  and  danger  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  each  individual.  For  of  what  avail  would  be  cohorts 
of  foot,  and  squadrons  of  horse,  if  one  or  two  should  seek, 
by  a  deed  of  daring  villany,  the  reward  ever  held  out  by* 
an  adverse  party?  Such  was  the  fete  of  Scribonianus  in 
the  reign  of  Claudius :  *  he  was  murdered  by  Vologinius, 
a  common  soldier,  and  the  highest  posts  in  the  service 
were  the  wages  of  an  assassin.  It  was  an  easier  task  ta 
incite  whole  armies  to  action,  than  to  escape  the  attacks  of 
individuals." 

76.*  While  wavering  under  the  eiffect  of  these  timorous 
anticipations,  his  resolution  was  confirmed  by  other  delegates 
and  friends,  and  among  the  rest  by  Mucianus,  who,  after 
many  conversations  in  private,  now  in  public  also  thug^ 
addressed  him:  "All  who  meditate  the  accomplishment 
of  great  enterprises  ought  to  weigh  carefully  whether  that 
which  is  being  undertaken  is  beneficial  to  the  commonwealth^ 
honourable  to  themselves,  and  either  easy  to  be  achieved,  or 
certainly  not  attended  with  arduous  (fiflftculties.  At  the 
same  time,  the  character  of  the  man  who  advises  the  measure 
should  be  considered;   whether  he  hazard  himself  in  the 

*  Teapasian's  two  sons,  Titus  and  Domitian. 

'  Furius  Camillus  Scribonianus  raised  a  rebellion  in  Balmatia,  m  thtf 
reign  of  Claudius,  and  was  soon  after  slain,  a.  d.  42. 
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enterprise;  and,  if  fortune  favour  the  undertaking,  who  is  to 
reap  the  chief  glory  1  I  am  the  person,  Vespasian,  who 
hmte  you  to  empire,  as  much  for  the  good  of  the  common- 
wealth, as  for  your  own  glory:  next  after  the  gods,  the 
issue  depends  on  your  own  exertions.  Nor  should  you  be 
^  deterred  by  apprehensions  that  I  am  imposing  upon  you  by 
flattery:  to  be  elected  emperor  after  YitelUus  is  rather  a 
disgrace  than  an  honour.  It  is  not  against  the  vigorous 
mind  of  Augustus,  nor  the  consummate  craft  of  the  aged 
Tiberius;  nor  against  the  house  of  Caligula,  or  Claudius,  or 
Nero,  firmly  established  by  the  long  possession  of  imperial 
power,  that  we  rise  up.  Even  Galba's  illustrious  line  of 
ancestors  commanded  your  submission.  But  longer  to 
remain  inactive,  and  leave  the  commonwealth  a  prey  to  vice 
and  infamy,  would  seem  sheer  lethargy  and  cowardice,  even 
if  to  serve  were  as  free  from  danger  to  you  as  it  is  replete 
with  dishonour.  The  time  is  departed  and  gone  by,  when 
you  might  appear  to  have  desired  the  empire :  you  must  flee 
to  the  sovereignty  as  your  only  refuge.  Have  we  forgotten 
the  butchered  Corbulo]^  The  splendour  of  his  birth  was 
superior,  it  must  be  confessed,  to  ours :  but  Nero  too  sur- 
-passed  Vitellius  in  the  lustre  of  his  ancestry.  In  the  eyes  of 
the  person  who  lives  in  fear,  the  man  who  makes  himself 
dreaded  is  illustrious  enough,  be  he  who  he  may.  And  that 
the  armies  can  create  an  emperor,  Yitellius  furnishes  the 
proof:  a  man  of  no  experience  as  a  soldier,  no  military  re- 
nown, but  owing  his  elevation  to  Galba's  disrepute.  Otho, 
whom  he  has  caused  to  be  regretted  and  regarded  as  a.  great 
prince,  was  conquered,  not  by  his  skill  as  a  general,  or  the 
valour  of  his  army,  but  by  his  own  precipitate  despair  of 
success.  While  Vitellius,  in  the  interval,  is  disbanding  his 
legions,  disarming  the  cohorts,  and  every  day  furnishing  the 
seeds  for  war,  whatever  of  spirit  and  lire  his  soldiery  pos- 
-sessed  is  wasting  away  in  taverns  and  drunken  revelry,  and 
in  aping  the  habits  of  the  prince.  On  the  other  hand,  you 
have  from  Syria,  Judaea,  and  Egypt,  nine  legions,  unim- 
paired by  battles,  and  tmdebauched  by  dissensions :  an  army 
inured  to  the  operations  of  war,  and  crowned  with  victory 
over  the  enemies  of  their  country;  the  prime  of  fleets,. of 

'  Corbulo  was  put  to  death  by  Nero,  from  jealousy  at  hia  succesaea* 
See  Die,  lib.  IxiiL 
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Cayalry  and  cohorts;  kings  devoted  to  your  cause ;  and  your. 
6wn  experience,  superior  to  all  of  them. 

77.  "  For  myfeelf,  I  claim  nothing  but  not  to  be  thought 
inferior  to  VsQens  or  CsBcina.  If  in  Muciaiius  you  do  not 
find  a  rival,  do  not  therefore  despise  him,  as  I  count  myself 
superior  to  Vitellius,  but  inferior  to  you.  Your  house  has 
been  distinguished  by  triumphal  honours:*  you  have  two 
sons,  one  of  them*  already  equal  to  the  weight  of  empire,  and 
who  acquired  fame  even  with  the  German  armies  in  the  early 
period 'of  his  service.  Had  I  myself  the  sovereign  power,  I 
should  adopt  your  son ;  it  were  absurd,  therefore,  not  to  yield 
to  you  the  claim  of  empire.  However,  the  distribution  of 
the  rewards  of  success,  and  the  consequences  of  failure,  be-» 
tween  us,  will  not  be  one  and  the  same ;  for  if  we  conquer,  I 
shall  have  such  honour  as  you  may  please  to  bestow,  but  iJie 
hazard  and  danger  we  shall  share  equally^  nay  rather,  as  ig 
the  better  course,  do  you  rule  these  armies,  and  consign  to 
me  the  war,  and  the  casualties  of  hostile  encounters.  In  the 
vanquished  party  there  is  stricter  discipline  than  in  the  vic- 
torious :  anger,  indignation,  and  a  desire  for  revenge,  fan  the 
flame  of  valour.  The  former  have  lost  all  sense  of  virtoa, 
through  disdain  and  fi-owardness.  The  war  itself  will  discover 
and  reopen  the  concealed  and  angry  wounds  of  the  victorioiiA 
party.  Nor  is  my  confidence  excited  more  by  your  vigilance 
economy,  and  wisdom,  than  by  the  torpor,  ignorance,  and 
cruelty  of  Vitellius.  But  our  case  is  better  if  we  take  up 
arms,  than  if  we  continue  in  peace ;  for  those  who  deliberate 
about  revolting  have  revolted  already." 

78.  After  this  speech  of  Mucianus,  all  the  rest,  with  ior 
creased  confidence,  pressed  round  Vespasian,  recounting  the 
responses  of  seers  and  the  motions  of  the  stars.'  Nor  was 
Vespasian  untinctured  with  that  superstition;  for  afterwards^ 
when  possessed  of  the  supreme  authority,  he  openly  retained 
a  mathematician,  named  Seleucus,  to  guide  and  warn  him  by 
his  predictions.     Former  prognostics  again  presented  them- 

^  In  the -reign  of  Clandins,  VespaBian  had  obtained  triumphal  onia> 
ments  for  his  conduct  in  Britain.    Suetonius,  Life  of  Vespasian,  a.  4. 

'  Situs  had  flerved  with  distinction  in  the  rank  of  military  tribune^ 
in  Britain  as  well  as  Germany.     Suetonius,  Life  of  Titus,  s.  4. 
'    ^  For  a  number  of  oracles  and  prodigies,  see  Suetonius,  Life  of  Ves- 
pasian, ss.  6,  7.  •         • 
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selves  to  his  mind :  a  cjpress*tree  of  conspicuous-  height,  on 
his  own  estate,  had  fallen  suddenly  to  the  ground,  and,  oi^ 
the  following  day,  rose  again  on  the  same  spot,  and  resumed 
its  verdure,  increased  in  height  and  hreadth.  This,  in  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  soothsayers,  was  an  omen  of 
grandeur  and  prosperity;  and  the  prospect  of  the  highest^ 
renown  was  held  out  to  Vespasian  in  his  early  youth.  But  at 
first,  triumphal  honoiirs,  the  consulship,  and  the  glory  ot 
conquering  Jud»%  seemed  to  have  fulfilled  the  prediction  j; 
when  he  had  acquired  these,  he  began  to  cherish  the  cour 
viction  that  the  imperial  dignity  was  foreshown  to  him. 
Between  Syria  and  Judsea  stands  mount  Carmel,  such  is  the 
name  given  to  the  mountain  and  the  deity;  nor  is  there  any 
representation  of  the  deity  or  temple;  according  to  ancient 
usage,  there  is  only  an  altar  and  worship.  While  Vespasian 
was  offering  sacrifice  there,  and  was  meditating  on  his  secret 
aspirations^  Basilidesi,  the  priest,  having  examined  the  entrails 
of  the  victims  diligently,  said  to  Vespasian,  '*  Whatever -are 
your  designs,  whether  to  build  a  house,  to  enlarge  the  bound- 
aries of  your  lands,  or  increase  your  slaves,  a  mighty  seat^ 
immense  borders,  a  multitude  of  men,  are  given  to  you."* 
This  mysterious  prediction  was  forthwith  spread  abroad,  and 
now  received  an  interpretation.  Nor  was  there  any  more 
frequent  topic  of  discourse  among  the  populace :  still  more 
frequent  were  the  conversations  upon  it  in  the  presence  ot 
Vespasian  himself,  in  proportion  as  more  things  are  said  to 
those  who  entertain  hopes. 

79.  Mucianus  and  Vespasian,  with  minds  thoroughly  made' 
up,  parted,  and  went,  the  former  to  Antioch,  the  capital  of 
Syria,  the  latter  to  Gsesarea,  the  capital  of  Judaea.  The  first 
public  step  towards  creating  Vespasian  emperor  of  Rome  was 
taken  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt :  Tiberius  Alexander,  the  prae- 
fect  of  the  province,  eager  to  show  his  zeal,  administered  the 
oath  to  the  legions  under  his  command,  on  the  calends  of 
July;  and  that  day  was  ever  after  celebrated  as  the  first  of 
Vespasian's  reign,  though  the  army  in  Judsea  swore  fidelity 
on  the  fifth  before  the  nones  of  the  same  month  to  Vespasian 
himself,  with  such  seal  that  they  would  not  wait  for  the 
return  of  his  son  Titus  from  Syria,  who  bore  despatches 
relative  to  the  plans  between  his  father  and  Mucianus.  The 
whole  transaction  was  hurried  on  by  the  impetuosity  of  the 
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soldiery,  "withoat  any  public  harangue;  and  without  a  union 
of  the  legions. 

80.  While  they  were  looking  out  for  a  proper  time  and 
place,  and,  that  which  forms  the  chief  difficulty  in  such 
affairs,  who  should  first  declare, — ^while  Bope  and  fear,  the 
calculations  of  reason  and  the  uncertainties  of  fortune,  pre- 
sented themselves  to  the  mind, — ^a  small  number  of  soldiers, 
who  were  stationed  near  him  in  the  usual  form  to  salute  him 
as  lieutenant-general,  when  he  came  forth  from  his  chamber,- 
saluted  him  by  the  title  of  emperor.  The  whole  body  then 
pressed  forward,  and  loaded  him  with  the  name  of  Csesar, 
Augustus,  and  every  other  title  of  imperial  grandeur.  In  a 
moment  his  fears  subsided,  and  he  resolved  to  pursue  the 
road  of  ambition.  In  his  own  conduct  there  was  no  mani- 
festation of  vanity,  or  insolence,  or  affectation  of  manners 
suited  to  his  altered  position.  The  instant  he  dissipated  the 
film  which  so  great  a  change  had  spread  over  his  vision,  he 
addressed  them  in  the  spirit  of  a  soldier,  and  received  with 
(Bourtesy  the  congratulations  of-  idl,  and  the  troops  that  came 
flocking  to  him.  And  now  Mucianus,  who  waited  for  thi» 
opportunity,  administered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Vespasian 
to  the  soldiers,  who  took  it  with  alacrity.  Mucianus  then 
went  into  the  theatre  at  Antioch,  where  the  inhabitants  were 
^^d  to  hold  their  public  debates,  and  harangued  the  multi* 
tude  that  crowded  round  him,  and  poured  forth  their  com- 
pliments in  profusion,  as  he  could  speak  with  considerable 
grace  and  eloquence,  even  in  the  Greek  language,  and  pos- 
sessed a  peculiar  talent  of  producing  effect  in  whatever  he 
said  or  did.  Nothing  inflamed  the  passions  of  the  army  and 
the  province  so  much  as  his  assurance,  "  that  it  was  a  fixed 
point  with  Vitellius,  to  transfer  the  German  troops  to  Syria, 
to  serve  in  a  rich  and  peaceful  province ;  while,  in  exchange, 
the  barracks  in  Germany,  where  the  climate  was  severe  and 
the  service  arduous,  should  be  occupied  by  the  legions  of 
Syria :"  for  both  the  natives  of  the  province,  by  the  force  of 
habit,  took  a  pleasure  in  the  society  of  the  soldiers,  and  many 
were  united  with  them  by  close  relationships  and  connexions; 
and  their  camp,  so  familiar  and  natural  to  them,  from  the 
long  time  they  had  served  in  it,  was  regarded  by  the  soldiers 
with  the  affection  felt  for  the  domestic  hearth. 

81.  Before  the  ides  of  July,  the  whole  province  of  Syria 
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had  taken  the  same  oath.  His  party  va»  further  strengthened 
by  Sohemus/  with  his  kingdom,  no  contemptible  accession ; 
and  also  by  Antiochus,  who  inherited  immense  treasures  from 
his  ancestors,  and  was  the  richest  of  all  the  kings  who  sub-. 
mitted  to  the  authority  of  Borne.  Soon  after,  Agrippa,  re- 
ceiving private  expresses  from  the  East,  summoning  him 
from  Rome,  departed. before  Yitellius  had  any  intelligence, 
and  by  a  quick  navigation  passed  over  into  Asia.  Queen 
Berenice,  at  that  time  in  the  bloom  of  youth  and  beautjL 
with  no  less  zeal  espoused  the  interest  of  Vespasian,  to  whom,<. 
notwithstanding  his  advanced  age,  she  had  made  herself; 
agreeable  by  magnificent  presents.  The  several  maritime 
provinces,  including  Asia  and  Achaia,  and  the  whole  inland 
country  between  Pontus  and  the  two  Armenias,  entered  into 
the  confederacy;  but  the  governors  of  those  provinces  had  no 
foiices,  as  no  legions  were  as  yet  stationed  in  Gappadocia.  A 
council  was  held  at  Berytus,  on  the  general  state  of  affairs. 
Mucianus  attended,  with  the  generals  and  tribunes,  and  all 
the  most  distinguished  of  the  centurions  and  soldiers,  and  a 
chosen  band  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  army  in  Judsea.  An 
assembly  consisting  of  such  a  numerous  train  of  horse  and 
foot,  and  of  eastern  kings,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  splen- 
dour and  magnificence,  presented  a  spectacle  worthy  of  the 
imperial  dignity. 

82,  The  first  object  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  was  to 
raise  recruits,  and  recall  the  veterans  to  the  service.  The 
strong  cities  were  fixed  upon  to  ply  the  manufacture  of  arms, 
and  a  mint  for  gold  and  silver  coin  was  established  at  An- 
tioch.  The  ^hole  was  carried  on  with  diligence,  each  in  its 
appointed  place,  by  persons  qualified  for  the  service.  Vespa- 
sian in  person  visited  every  quarter, — encouraged  the  indus- 
trious by  commendations, — aroused  the  inactive  by  his  ex- 
ample, more  frequently  than  by  rebuke;  shutting  his  eyes  to 
the  failings  of  his  friends,  rather  than  their  merits.  He 
advanced  many  to  the  administi-ation  of  provinces,  a^d  others 
to  the  rank  of  senators, — ^all  men  of  distinguished  character, 
who  rose  afterwards  to  the  highest  honours  in  the  state. 

f  Soliemus,  Vmg  of  the  country  called  Sophene.  (Annals,  xiiL  7.) 
Antiochus,  king  of  Commagene.  (Annals,  zii.  55.)  Agrippa  II.,  king 
of  part  of  Judsea.  (Annals,  ziii  7.)  Berenice,  sister  to  Agrippa,  famous 
for  her  love  of  Titua, 
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There  were  some  whose  good  fortune  supplied  the  place  of 
virtues.  Neither  did  Mucianus,  in  his  first  harangue,  hold 
out  hopes  of  a  donative,  except  upon  a  moderate  scale;  nor 
did  even  Vespasian,  though  engaged  in  a  civil  war,  oifer  more 
than  others  in  times  of  peace;  setting  a  bright  example  of 
firmness  against  corrupting  the  soldiery  by  lai^ess;  and  to 
that  firmness  he  owed  the  superiority  of  his  army.  Amba£- 
sadors  were  sent  to  Parthia  and  Armenia,  and  arrangements 
proposed  that,  when  the  legions  marched  to  the  civil  war,  the 
country  in  their  rear  shoiSd  not  be  left  defenceless.  Titus 
was  to  follow  up  the  war  in  Judaea,  while  Vespasian  held  the 
passes  into  Egypt.  To  make  head  against  Vitellius,  part  of 
the  army  was  deemed  sufficient,  under  the  conduct  of  Mucia- 
nus, with  Vespasian's  name,  and  the  resistless  power  of  destiny. 
Letters  were  despatched  to  the  several  armies,  and  the  officers 
in  command,  with  instructions  to  conciliate  the  prcetorian 
soldiers,  who  were  exasperated  against  Vitellius,  by  the  allure- 
ment of  reinstating  them  in  the  service. 

83.  Mucianus,  with  the  appearance  rather  of  an  associate 
in  the  sovereign  power,  than  an  officer,  advanced  at  the  head 
of  a  light-armed  detachment,  never  lingering  in  the  course  of 
his  progress,  that  he  might  not  be  thought  irresolute,  and  yet 
not  proceeding  rapidly;  by  the  very  time  he  consumed,  he 
afforded  an.  opportunity  for  rumour  to  gather  strength;  well 
aware  that  his  forces  were  none  of  the  greatest,  and  that 
exaggerated  notions  are  formed  of  things  at  a  distance.  But 
he  was  followed  by  the  sixth  legion,  and  thirteen  thousand 
vexillaries,  forming  together  a  vast  body.  The  fleet  at  Pon- 
tus  had  orders  to  assemble  at  Byzantium,  as  he  had  not 
determined  whether  he  should  not  avoid  Moesia,  and  beset 
Dyrrhachium  with  his  foot  and  horse,  while  his  men-of-war 
commanded  the  sea  towards  Italy;  thus  protecting  Achaia 
and  Asia  in  his  rear,  which  would  be  exposed  to  the  mercy  of 
Vitellius,  unless  they  were  strengthened  by  forces;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  Vitellius  himself  would  not  know  what  part  of 
Italy  to  guard,  if  Brundisium  and  Tarentum,  and  the  coasts 
of  Lucania  and  Calabria,  were  menaced  by  his  fleets. 

84.  The  provinces,  therefore,  resounded  with  the  bustle.'of 
warlike  preparations,  soldiers,  i^ips,  and  arms.  How  to  raise 
money  was  the  chief  difficulty.  Mucianus,  whose  constant 
plea  was,  that  funds  were  the  sinews  of  war,  in  all  questions 
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regarded  neither  truth  nor  justice,  but  merely  the  extent  of 
means  possessed.  Informations  followed  without  number, 
and  aU  the  richest  men  were  plundered  without  mercy. 
Oppi^essiire  and  intolerable  as  these  proceedings  were,  the 
pressing  exigendes  of  the  war  furnished  an  excuse;  but  the 
practice  continued  even  in  peace,  Vespasian  himself^  in  th^ 
beginning  of  his  reign,  was  not  so  iu:gent  in  enforcing  op- 
pressions; but  at  length,  corrupted  by  the  smiles  of  fortune^ 
and  evil  instructors,,  he.  learned  the  ajrts  of  rapacity,  and 
dared  to  praetise  them.^  Mucianus,  even  &om  his  own  fundf^ 
contributed  to  the  war;  expending  his  private  means  that 
he  might  plimder  the  public  the  mo^e,  under  pretext  of 
indemnifying  himself  The  rest  followed  his  example  in  con* 
tributing  money,  but  few  were  they  who  enjoyed  the  same 
uncontrolled  power  of  reimbursement 

85.  In  the  meantime,  the  project  of  Vespasian  was  acce- 
lerated by  the  army  in  lUyricum  coming  over  to  his  interest 
In  Moesia  the  third  legion  revolted,  and  drew  after  them 
the  eighth j  and  also  the  seventh,  called  the  Claudian;  hoih, 
favourably  disposed  to  Otho»  iJiough  not  engaged  in  th^ 
action  at  Bedriacum. . ,  They  had  advanced  aa&i  aa  Aquileia^ 
when,  being  informed  of  Otho's  overthrow,  they  spurned  and 
assaulted  the  messengers, — ^tore  the  colours  that  displayed 
the  name  of  Vitellius,--Tand  lastly,  having  plundered  the 
military  chests,  and  divided  the  spoil,  conducted  themselvea 
as  open  enemies.  Whence  their  fears,  which  prompted  them 
to  take  counsel :  they  considered  that  what  required  pardon 
from  Vitellius,  might  be  made  a  merit  of  with  Vespasian. 
Accordingly  they  sent  despatches  to  the  army  in  Pannonia,  in^ 
viting  them  to  join  the  league;  and  made  ready,  if  they  did 
not  comply,  to  compel  them.  In  this  con^motion,  Aponius 
Satuminus,'  governor  of  Mossia,  conceived  a  most  iniquitous 
design.  Under  colour  of  public  zQal,  but  to  gratify  private 
malioe^  he  despatched  a  centurion  to  murder  Tertius  Julianus^. 
who  commanded  the  seventh  legion.  That  officer  had  timely 
notice,  and  providing  himself  with  guides  who  knew  th^ 

*  Yespasian,  in  the  height  of  his  powerj  did  not  scruple  to  raise^ 
large  sums  of  money  by  severe  exactions ;  but  the  apology  for  hi* 
avarice  was  the  liberal  Spirit  .with  which  he  adorned  Rome -and  Italy 
vith'  graqd  and  ti^efal  works.    See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vespasiaa,  8.  J6L 

'  For  Aponius  SatununuB  and  Tertius  jJulianus,  see  aboye,  i  7d.      , 
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country,  escaped  through  devious  tracts  to  the  region  beyond 
Mount  HsBmus.  From  that  time  he  took  no  part  in  the  civil 
war;  affected,  often  to  be  on  the  point  of  setting  out  to  join 
Vespasian ;  but  delayed  his  journey  on  various  pretences,  and 
according  to  the  intelligence  he  received,  either  studiously 
dallying,  or  quickening  his  motions. 

86.  On  the  other  hand,  in  Pannonia,  the  thirteenth  legion, 
and  the  seventh,  called  the  Galbian,  still  feeling  with  indig- 
nation their  defeat  at  Bedriacum,  unhesitatingly  joined  the 
party  of  Vespasian,  principally  at  the  persuasion  of  Antonius 
Primus,  convicted  of  forgery^  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  and  ob- 
noxious to  the  laws :  among  the  other  evils  of  civil  dissension, 
he  recovered  the  senatorian  rank.  Advanced  by  Galba  to 
the  command  of  the  seventh  legion,  according  to  report,  he 
wrote  several  letters  to  Otho,  offering  himself  as  general  of 
the  party.  Otho  paid  no  attention  to  the  proposal,  and  he 
was  not  employed  in  the  Othonian  war.  When  the  cause  of 
Vitellius  began  to  decline,  he  veered  round  to  Vespasian, 
and  became  a  grand  support  to  the  party;  for  he  waa  a  man 
of  great  personal  courage ;  a  fluent  speaker ;  had  the  art  of 
drawing  down  odium  upon  others;  a  great  man  in  civil 
broils  and  mutinies;  rapacious;  profuse;  a  pest  in  peace,  but 
no  contemptible  character  in  war.  The  armies  of  Mcesia  and 
Pannonia  thus  formed  a  junction,  and  drew  the  forces  of 
Dalmatia  after  them,  though  the  consular  governors  remained 
neutral.  Titus  Ampins  Flavianus  ruled  in  Pannonia,  and 
Poppasus  Silvanus  in  Dalmatia ;  both  rich,  and  advanced  in 
years;  but  Cornelius  Fuscus,  descended  from  illustrious  an- 
cestors, and  then  in  the  vigour  of  life,  was  there  as  imperial 
procurator.  In  his  youth  he  had  resigned  his  senatorian 
Tank,  from  love  of  retirement.  In  behalf  of  Galba  he  com- 
manded his  own  colony,  and  for  the  service  obtained  the  post 
of  procurator;  and  now  taking  part  with  Vespasian,  he 
carried,  as  it  were,  a  flaming  firebrand  in  the  van  of  the 
movement ;  glorying  not  so  much  in  the  reward  of  dangers, 
as  in  dangers  themselves.  He  preferred  a  life  of  enterprise, 
uncertainty,  and  peril,  to  security  and  the  enjoyment  of  his 
previous  acquisitions.  Wherever  they  believed  that  iherq 
existed  a  discontented  spirit,  they  set  about  exciting  and 

^  Primus  Antonius,  now  the  leader  of  Vespasian's  armies,  was  for* 
mexij  convicted  of  extortion.    See  Annals,  xiv.  18. 
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stirring  it  into  action.  They  sent  despatches  to  the  four^ 
teenth  legion  in  Britain,  and  to  the  first  in  Spain,  knowing 
that  both  had  ^vonred  the  cause  of  Otho  against  Yitellius* 
Their  letters  were  spread  all  oyer  Gaul,  and  in  a  moment 
a  war  of  vast  extent  blazed  forth;  the  forces  in  lUyricum 
declaring  openly  for  Vespasian,  and  all  the  others  ready  to 
follow  where  the  prospect  of  success  invited. 

87.  While  Vespasian  and  the  leaders  of  his  party  wero: 
thus  employed  throughout  the  provinces,  Vitellius,  growing  ► 
daily  more  insignificant  and  supine,  advanced  by  slow  marches, 
towards  the  city  of  Rome,  stopping  for  every  gratification 
that  presented  itself  in  the  villas  and  mimidpal  towns.  Ho 
was  followed  by  sixty  thousand  men  in  arms,  all  corrupted 
by  excessive  indulgence.  The  number  of  drudges  was  still 
greater;  while  sutlers,  the  most  froward  characters  in  exist- 
ence, were  mingled  with  the  slaves.  There  was  also  a  traia 
of  officers  and  courtiers,  whom  it  would  have  been  difficult 
to  keep  in  subjection,  even  though  their  ruler  had  exhibited 
the  most  exemplary  self-command.  The  crowd  was  rendered-, 
still  more  cumbrous  by  senators  and  Roman  knights,  who 
came  from  Rome  to  meet  the  prince;  some  impelled  by  fear^ 
many  to  pay  their  court,  others,  (and  gradually  all  cama- 
under  this  denomination,)  that  they  might  not  stay  behind 
while  others  went.  A  multitude  of  the  populace,  known  to* 
Yitellius  as  the  servile  ministers  of  his  vices,  joined  the 
throng;  such  as  players,  bufifoons,  and  charioteers,  characters 
that  are  a  disgrace  to  the  name  of,  friends,  but  in  which- 
Yitellius  wonderfully  delighted.  In  furnishing  such  a  mass 
of  provisions,  not  the  colonies  and  municipal  cities  alone 
were  exhausted,  but  the  fruits  of  the  earth  being  then  ripe,, 
the  husbandmen  and  the  land,  as  if  it  were  ah  enemy's 
country,  were  stripped. 

88.  The  animosity  between  the  legions  and  the  auxiliaries,, 
which  followed  the  mutiny  at  Ticinum,  still  continuing,  fre- 
quent and  dreadful  butcheries  occurred  among  the  soldiery; 
but  when  they  had  to  contend  with  the  peasants  they  were 
unanimous.  The  most  extensive  carnage  happened  seven 
miles  from  Rome.  At  that  place  Vitellius  ordered  victuals,: 
ready  dressed,  to  be  distributed  among  the  soldiers^  as  if  it 
were  a  feast  to  pamper  a  band  of  gladiators,  and  the  common 
people,  who  had  come  in  crowds  from  Rome,  were  diq>erBed 
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tbrongb  the  camp.  In  sport,  as  they  eon&dereid,'  stich  as  ia 
usual  among-  slaves,  some  of  them  m.adje  iree  with  the  soldiers 
who  were  sauntering  about,  slyly  cutting  off  their  belts^  and 
then  teased  them  by  asking  if  they  were  girt  with  their 
snns.  Their  spirit,  intolerant  of  any  indignity,  would  not 
brook  the  jest :  they  fell  sword  in  hand  on  the  defenceless 
multitude.  Among  the  slain  was  the  father  of  one  of  the 
soldiers,  as  he  accompanied  his  son.  He  was  soon  aftqr  re- 
<x)gnised,  and  his  death  being  made  known,  it  pu^  a  stop  to 
the  slaughter  of  unoffending  persons.  Eome,  however,  was 
thrown  into  consternation,  a  number  of  soldiers  hurrying 
forward  into  the  city.  They  made  chiefly  for  the  forum, 
impatient  to  see  the  spot  where  Galba  had  fallen.  Covered 
with  the  skins  of  savage  beasts,  apd  wielding  large  and 
massive  spears,  the  spectacle  which  they  exhibited  to  the 
Boman  citizens  was  no  less  hideous^  when,  &om  stupidity, 
they  ran  against  the  crowded  people,  or  when,  falling  down 
&oixk  the  dipperiness  of  the  street,  or  from  encountering 
some  one,  they  resorted  to  abuse,  from  which,  anon,  they 
proceeded  to  blows  and  the  sword.  Nay,  even  the  tribunes 
^nd  centurions,  at  the  head  of  their  troops  of  cavalry, 
■scoured  through  the  streets,  spreading  terror  as  they  went. 

89.  Yitellius  himseif,  in  his  military  robe,  girt  with  hi^ 
flword,  and  mounted  on  a  superb  horse,  advanced  trom  the 
Mihrian  bridge,  driving  the  senate  and  the  people  before  him. 
His  friends,  however,  by  their  advice  deterred  him  from 
entering  the  city  as  though  it  were  taken  by  storm:  he 
therefore  put  on  his  senatorian  robe,  and  made  Ids  entry  in  a 
pacific  manner.  The  eagHes  of  four  legions  led  the  way,  with, 
^xk  equal  number  of  standards  from  other  legions  on  each 
side.  Then  the  colours  of  twelve  squadrons  of  horse.  The 
files  of  infantry  followed,  and  after  them  the  cavalry.  Next 
in  order  were  four-and-tldrty  cohorts,  distinguished  according 
to  their  several  nations,  or  the  description  of  their  arms. 
The  prffifects  of  the  camp,  the  tribunes,  and  principal  cen- 
turions, arrayed  in  white,  preceded  their  several  eagles;  the 
rest  of  the  officers  marched  at  the  head  of  their  companies, 
all  gleaming  with  their  arms  and  honours.  The  collars  of 
the  common  men,  and  the  trappings  of  the  horses,  had  a 
glittering  appearance:  an  imposing  spectacle,  and  an  army 
vorthy  of  a  better  prince  than  Yitellius.    Thus  he  proceeded 
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to  the  Capitol,  and  there  embracing  his  mother/  saliated  herl 
by  the  name  of  Augusta.  .1 

90.  Next  day  Yitellins  delivered  an  harangue,  and  spoke 
of  himself  in  laudatory  terms,  as  if  he  addressed  the  senate 
and  people  of  another  city;  magnifying  his  industry  and 
temperance,  though  in  the  presence  of  men  privy  to  his 
-vices,  as  well  as  all  Italy,  in  passing  through  which  he  had 
made  the  most  shameful  exhibitiouv  of  sloth  and  luxury.  The 
populace,  however,  careless,  and  thoroughly  versed  in  flattery, 
irithout  discrimination  between  truth  or  £iJsehood,  gave  many 
tokens  of  approbation  by  shouts  and  exclamations;  and  on 
his  declining  to  accept  the  title  of  Augustus,  they  obliged 
him  to  receive  it;  but  his  compliance  was  as  nugatory  as  his 
reftisaL 

91.  In  a  city  which  'gave  a  meaning  to  everything,  it  was 
considered  as  an  un&vourable  omen  that  YiteUius,  who  had 
obtained  the  office  of  chief  pontiff,  had  issued  an  edict  con- 
eeming  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  religion,  dated  ,the 
fifteenth  before  the  calends  of  August,  a  day  rendered  in- 
auspicious by  the  disasters  of  Cremera  and  Allia.^  Profoundly 
ignorant  of  law,  human  and  divine,  and  his  freedmen  and 
courtiers  as  doltish  as  himselj^  he  seemed  like  one  of  a  party 
where  all  were  fuddled.  But  YiteUius,  attending  the  assembly 
for  the  election  of  consuls'  with  the  other  candidates,  as  a 
mere  citizen,  sou^t  to  catch  every  breath  of  applause  &om 
the  lowest  of  the  people,  both  as  a  spectator  in  the  theatre, 
and  as  a  partisan  in  the  circus;  arts,  it  must  be  admitted, 
calculated  to  please,  and  popular  if  they  were  based  upon 
good  qualities;  but  from  the  recollection  of  his  past  life,« 

^  Sextilia.     See  c.  64  of  this  bool:. 

'  The  defeat  at  Cremera,  a  river  in  Tuscany,  (now  La  Yarcay)  took 
place  in  the  year  477  &  o.  At  Allia  (now  Torrent!  di  Catxno)  the  Roman 
army  was  put  to  the  sword  by  the  Gauls,  under  Brennus,  B.C.  390. 
The  slaughter  was  so  great,  that  the  day  on  which  it  happened  {JHes 
AUientit)  was  marked  as  unlucky  in  the  calendar,  and,  accordii^  to 
Cicero,  thought  more  fatal  than  that  on  which  the  city  of  Rome  was 


'  The  aaaembliea  in  which  the  consuls  were  created  are  mentioned 
by  Suetonius,  Life  of  YiteUius,  s.  11.  For  the  manner  in  which  that 
boBiness  was  conducted  by  the  emperor  Trajan,  see  Plin/s  Panegyric, 

*  Vitellius,  in  the  time  of  Nero,  passed  his  time  among  pantomime- 
actors,  charioteers,  and  wrestlers.   Suetonius,  Life  of  YiteUius,  ss.  4, 12. 
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they  were  regarded  as  the  efforts  of  a  low  and  abject  spirit: 
He  went  frequently  to  the  senate,  even  when  the  subject  of 
debate  was  of  small  moment;  and  on  one  occasion  Hel^ 
vidius  Priscus,'  preetor  elect,  happening  to  ^ve  an  opinion 
opposed  to  the  emperor's  inclination,  Vitellius^  incensed  ai 
the  moment,  went  no  further  than  to  call  upon  the  tribunes 
•  of  the  people  to  support  his  slighted  authority.  Upoif 
this  his  friends,  apprehending  his  more  settled  displeasure; 
endeavoured  to  soften  him.  His  answer  was,  "  Nothing  new 
has  happened  in  two  senators  of  a  free  state  differing  in 
opinion;  he  himself  too  used  to  oppose  Thrasea."*  Many 
ridiculed  the  insolence  of  the  comparison;  others  derived 
satisfaction  from  the  very  circumstance  of  his  having  selected, 
as  a  model  of  true  glory,  not  one  of  the  men  of  overgrown 
power,  but  Thrasea. 

92.  Publius  Sabinus,  from  being  preefect  of  a  cohort,  and 
Julius  Priscus,  a  centurion,  were  advanced  to  the  command 
of  the  prsBtorian  guards.  The  former  owed  his  elevation  to 
the  friendship  of  Valens,  and  the  latter  to  that  of  Csecina. 
By  those  two  ministers,  though  at  variance,  the  authority  of 
the  emperor  was  rendered  a  nullity.  Valens  and  Csecina 
administered  all  the  functions  of  empire ;  their  mutual  ani* 
mosity,  which  had  been  ill  suppressed  during  the  war  and 
in  the  camp,  the  malignity  of  their  friends,  and  the  various 
Actions  that  for  ever  distract  the  city  of  Borne,  had  inflamed ; 
while  they  vied  with  each  other  in  influence,  in  their  train  of 
followers  and  their  crowded  levees,  and  were  brought  into 
comparison  by  others;  Vitellius  showing  a  preference  now 
for  one  of  them,  and  now  for  the  other.  Nor  indeed  does  it 
ever  happen  that  dependence  is  to  be  placed  upon  power 
where  it  is  immoderate.  At  the  same  time  they  alternately 
despised  and  feared  Vitellius  himself,  who  was  liable  to  shift 
his  aflections  upon  any  unpremeditated  offence,  or  blandish- 
ments addressed  to  him  when  not  in  the  humour  to  receive  * 
them.  They  were  not,  however,  the  less  prompt  in  seizing 
houses,  gardens,  and  the  wealth  of  the  empire;  while  a 
piteous  and  indigent  throng  of  illustrious  men,  whom  Galba 
had  recalled  from  banishment,  received  no  help  from  the 

'  Helvidius  PriBCUB:  often  mentioned.  Annals,  ziL  xiil  xvi.;  and 
Xife  of  Agricola,  c  2. 

>  PsetuB  Thrasea ;  Annals,  xiv.  12 ;  xvl  21. 
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oompasBion  of  the  prince.  That  he  restored  to  those  who 
were  recalled  from  exile  their  rights  over  their  freed- 
men,  was  acoeptable  to  the  grandees  of  the  dty,  and  even 
gained  the  applause  of  the  populace;  though  thiis  boon  was 
marred  in  every  conceivable  way  by  the  low  cunning  that 
marks  the  genius  of  slaves^  who  deposited  their  money  with 
others,  either  with  the  mere  object  of  concealing  it,  or  with 
ambitious  views;  and  some  of  them  were  translated  into  the 
imperial  fitmily^  and  there  acquired  more  influence  than  their 
masters* 

93.  But  the  soldiers,  as  the  camp  was  crowded,  and  their 
numbers  overflowed,  being  left  to  go  where  they  pleased,  in 
the  public  porticoes,  the  temples,  and  every  part  of  the  city, 
took  no  notice  of  their  head  quarters,  neglected  the  watches, 
omitted  all  invigorating  exercises.  Abandoning  themselves 
to  the  temptations  of  the  city,  and  vices  shocking  to  relate, 
they  impaired  the  vigour  of  their  bodies  by  sloth,  and  of  their 
minds  by  lewdness*  At  length,  negligent  even  of  health, 
many  of  them  pitched  their  tents  in  the  abhorred  regions  of 
the  Vatican  :^  whence  frequent  deaths  among  the  soldiers  in 
general;  and,  as  the  Tiber  was  near,  their  eagerness  for  water, 
and  their  impatience  of  heat,  broke  up  the  sickly  constitu-* 
tions  of  the  Germans  and  Gauls*  Moreover,  the  established 
system  of  the  service  was  violated  through  erroneous  judg-* 
ment^  intrigue :  sixteen  cohorts^  for  the  prsetorian  camp^ 
and  four  for  the  city,  were  raised,  each  to  consist  of  a  thou-» 
sand  men*  Yalens  arrogated  to  himself  the  chief  direction 
in  this  levy,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  rescued  Caecina  him- 
self frx>m  danger*  And  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  arrival 
of  Valens  had  given  life  and  vigour  to  the  cause;  and  he  had 
turned  the  current  of  adverse  &me,  in  consequence  of  the 
slowness  of  his  march,  by  a  successfril  battle.  The  soldiers 
from  the  Lower  Germany  were  to.  a  man  devoted  to  his 
interest ;  on  which  account  the  fidelity  of  Caecina  is  believed 
to  have  begun  to  waver* 

^  The  landfl  roond  the  Vatican  were  coyered  with  stagnated  water, 
and  the  air,  of  course,  was  unwholesome.  St.  Peter's  church  stauda 
there  at  present;  but  JBrotier  says  the  cardinals  never  reside  in  that 
quarter. 

'  Before  the  augmentation,  the  praetorian  cohorts  (that  is,  those  that 
^^r»  encamped  near  Rome)  were  only  nine ;  the  city-guard  consisted 
of  three,  called  Cohortes  Urb&nse.    Annals,  ir.  5, 

TAG. — VOL.  IL  K 
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«  '  94.  The  indulgence  sho^wn  by.  Vitellins  to  his  principal 
officers^  stin  fell  short  of  the  licence  given  to  the  common 
'Soldiers.  Each  man  chose  his  own  station ;  though  unfijb  for 
lit,  if  it  was  his  choice^  he  was  appointed  to  the  city  service : 
then,  again,  others  well  adapted  were  suffered  to  remain  ia 
.the.  legione^  or  the  cavalry,  as  they  pleased,  and  there  were 
.many  who  wished  it,  worn  oat  as  they  were  with  diseases^ 
tand  dissatisfied  with  tha  temperature  of  the  climate.  The 
•flower  of  the  legions  and  auxiliary  cavalry  was  however  with- 
drawn from  them.  The  beauty  of  the  camp  was  totally 
•destroyed :  twenty  thousand  men  bemg  taken  promiscuously, 
rather  than  selected  out  of  the  whole  army.  While  Yitellius 
.was  holding  an  harangue,.  Ascalicos  Flavins  and  Rufinus, 
who  had  commanded  in  Gaul,  were  required  to  be  given  up 
.to  punishment,  as  they  had  served  in  the  cause  of  Yindex. 
Nor  did  Yitellius  restrain  such  demands.  Besides  the  natural 
Bupineness  of  his  disposition,  he  knew  that  the  time  for  dis- 
charging the  promised  donative  was  drawing  near;  and  having 
no  fmidjs  to  answer  the  expectation  of  the  soldiers,  he  granted 
whatever  else  they  required.  In  order  to  raise  supplies,  a 
tax  was  imposed  on  all  the  &eedmen  of  former  emperors,  to 
be  collected  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  ^ve& 
Yitellius  himself  whose  sole  anxiety  was  how  to  spend  money, 
built  a  set  of  stables  for  the  charioteers,  kept  in  the  circus  a 
constant  spectacle  of  gladiators  and  wild  beasts,  and  fooled 
away  his  money  as  if  his  treasury  overflowed  with  wealth. 
.  95.  Nay,  Csecina  and  Yalens  even,  celebrated  the  birthdays 
of  Yitellius'  by  exhibiting  shows  of  gladiators  in  every 
quarter  of  the  city,  with  prodigious  pomp,,  and  theretofore- 
rarely  paralleled.  It  was  a  source  of  delight  to  the  vile  and 
profligate,  but  of  disgust  to  all  men  of  principle  and  of  virtue, 
that  he  erected  altars  in  the  Campus  Martins,  and  paid 
funeral  honours  to  Nero.  Yictims  were  slaia  and  burnt,  in 
the  name  of  the  state,  and  the  torch  was  applied  by  the 
Augustan  priests;  a  priesthood  dedicated  by  Tiberius  to  the 
Julian  family,  in  imitation  of  that  consecrated  by  Romulus 
to  Tatius,  the  Sabine  king.'     From  the  victory  at  Bedriacum. 

*  The  birthday  of  Vitellius  is  left  tinoertain.  Suetonius  (Vitefl.  8) 
says  it  was  the  eighth  of  the  calends  of  October,  or,  according  to 
others,  the  seventh  of  the  ides  of  September,  in  tiie  consulship  of 
Drusus  Caesar  and  Norbanus  Flaccus,  A.D.  15. 

'  See  Annals,  l  54. 
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four  months  had  not  elapsed,  and  yet,  in  tha^t  short  time; 
Asiaticus,  the  manumitted  dJave  of  the  emperor,  rivalled  th^ 
Polydeti,  the  Patrobii,  and  other  xmmes,  long  coosigued  to 
execration.  No  man  endeavoured  to  rise  by  his  virtue  or 
kis  taleuta  in  that  court*  The  only  road  to  preferment  waa 
by  sumptuous  bauquets,  profusion  and  debauchery. to  pander 
to  the  ever-craving  appetites  of  Vitellius.  As  for  Yitelliua 
Umsel^  satisfied  with,  consuming  all  within  his  reach,  and  with* 
out  a  thought  for  anything  beyond  the  moment,  he  is  believed 
to  have  squandered  nine  hundred  thousand. great  sesterces^  in 
a  very  few  months  indeed  This  great,  but  hapless  city, 
afflicted  with  an  Otho  and  a  YiteUius  in  the  sanie  year, 
between  the  Yinii,  Fabii,  Iceli,  and  Aaiatici,  experienced 
every  variety  of  distress  and  degradation,  only  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  Mucianus  and  Marcellus,^  different  men,  but 
with  the  same  vices. 

96.  The  first  intelligence  of  a  revolt  that  reached  the  eai* 
of  YiteUius,  was  that  of  the  third  legion,  in  lUyricum,  and 
conveyed  in  a  letter  sent  by  Aponius  Satuminus,  before  he 
too  joined  the  party  of  Yespasian.  But  his  despatches,  as 
he  wrote  in  the  first  tumult  of  surprise,  did  not  state  the 
whole  of  the  mischief;  and  his  friends,  in  the  spirit  of  adula* 
tion,  endeavoured  to  put  the  most  ^vourable  construction 
upon  it  They  called  it  a  mutiny  of  one  legion  only,  while 
every  other  army  preserved  its  allegiance  unshaken.  YiteUius 
addressed  the  soldiers  to  the  samo  effect,  inveighing  against 
the  prsBtorians,  lately  disbanded,  by  whom,  he  maintained^ 
false  reports  had  been  disseminated,  and  that  there  was  ncv 
reason  to  fear  a  civil  war;  not  mentioning  the  name  of  Yesr 
pasian :  and,  to  suppress  all  talk  among  the  populace,  soldiers 
were  dispersed  throughout  the  city;  a  proceeding  which  con- 
tributed more  than  anything  to  spread  the  news.  '^ 
*  97.  Notwithstanding,  he  summoned  auzUiaries  from  Ger-t 
many,  both  Spains,  and  Britain,  not  in  an  urgent  manner^ 
but  studiously  conceolii^g  the  pressing  nature  of  the  occasion ; 
and,  accordingly,  the  governors  of  the  provinces  were  in  no. 

»  About  7,600,000?. 

'  MncianuB  was  the  active  partisan  of  Yespoeian  (o.  76  of  this  book). 
Kprius  JflATcellus,  a  man  who  raised  himself  by  his  flagitious  deeds 
(AddaIm,  xvi.  28),  was  the  favourite  minister  undier  Vespasian.  See  the 
Dialogue  concerning  Oratory,  c.  8. 
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haste  to  ol)ey<  Hordeonius  Fkocus,^  at  that  time  suspecting 
the  designs  of  the  Batavians,  was  occupied  with  the  thoi^hts 
bf  a  war  upon  his  own  hands  ;^  in  Britain,  Vettius  Bohuiua 
was  kept  in  a  constant  alarm  by  the  restless  genius  of  the 
natives;  and  both  were  on  the  balance  between  Yitellius  and 
Vespasian.  Spain  showed  no  alacrity  in  sending  troops,  as* 
she  was  then  without  a  governor  of  consular  rank ;  the  com^ 
manders  of  the  three  legions,  equal  in  authority,  and,  as  long 
as  Yitellius  prospered,  disposed  to  contend  wluch  should  be 
the  most  submissive,  equally  declined  all  connexion  with  him 
in  adversity.  In  Africa,  the  legion  and  cohorts  levied  there 
by  Clodius  Macer,  and  disbanded  by  Galba,  were  again  em- 
bodied by  order  of  Yitellius;  at  the  same  time,  the  rest  of 
the  youth  promptly  enlisted.  The  &ct  was,  YiteUius  had 
governed  Africa  as  proconsul  with  uprightness  and  conde- 
scension; but  Yespasian  with  disrepute  and  odium :'  the  allies 
formed  their  ideas  of  what  they  had  to  expect  under  the 
reign  of  each  accordingly ;  but  the  proof  showed  otherwise. 

98.  At  first,  Valerius  Festus,  the  governor  of  the  province, 
cooperated  with  the  zeal  of  the  people,  but  in  a  short  time 
began  to  waver;  in  his  letters  and  public  edicts  warmly  sup- 
porting Yitellius,  but  in  his  secret  correspondence  Yespasian; 
determining  to  maintain  the  cause  which  proved  the  strongest. 
In  Rhaetia  and  the  Gauls,  certain  soldiers  and  centurions^- 
seized  with  letters  and  proclamations  of  Yespasian,  were,  sent 
to  Yitellius,  and  put  to  death.  More,  by  their  own  address^ 
or  the  protection  of  their  friends,  escaped  detection.  The 
consequence  was,  that  the  measures  of  Yitellius  transpired, 
while  most  of  those  of  Yespasian  remained  a  secret,  owing 
first  to  the  stupidity  of  Yitellius;  but  afterwards,  the  Panno^ 
nian  Alps,*  secured  by  a  chain  of  posts,  obstructed  the  trans^ 
mission  of  intelligence;  and  the  sea,  which,  from  the  blowing 
of  the  Etesian  winds,  favoured  the  navigation  to  the  JSast^ 
was  adverse  to  the  homeward  voyage. 

^  Hordeoniufl  FUcxnis  was  appointed  by  Oalba  to  the  command  en 
the  Upper  Rhine,  in  the  room  of  Yerginius  Rufos. 

'  For  the  war  in  which  flaccus  was  engaged  with  Civilia,  the  Bata* 
vian  chief,  see  Hist.  iv.  18. 

'  Suetonius  gives  a  different  account  of  Vespasian's  administration  m 
Afirica.    Life  of  Yespasian,  s.  4. 

^  These,  also  called  Julise,  are  now  known  as  the  Alpi  Qiuli,  Ijin^ 
between  Carinthia  and  Camiola. 
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99.  At  length,  the  enemy  having  made  an  faruption  into 
Italy,  and  news  big  with  danger  arriving  from  every  quarter, 
Yitellius,  in  the  greatest  alarm,  gave  orders  to  his  generals  to 
fake  the  field.  Oeecina  was  sent  in  advance,  while  Yaleus,. 
who  was  just  recovering  from  a  severe  illness,  was  detained 
hj  weakness.  ^  Far  different  was  the  appearance  of  the  German 
forces,  marching  out  of  the  city:  their  strength  wasted;  their- 
vigour  of  mind  depressed;  their  motions  slow,  and  ranks^ 
thin;  their  arms  inefficient;  their  horses  spiritless ;  the  menu 
overpowered  by  the  heat,  the  dust,  and  the  weather,  and 
prompt  to  mutiny  in  proportion  as  they  wanted  the  energy 
to  encounter  toil.  In  addition,  there  was  the  habitual  ambi^ 
tioQ  of  Ceecina,  and  his  indolence,  newly  contracted,  dissolved 
in  luxaiynsSThe  was,  from  the  excessive  indulgence  of  fortune; 
or  perhaps  meditating  perfidy  even  then,  it  was  part  of  bis 
plan  to  impair  the  vigour  of  the  army.  Most  men  believed 
that  the  constancy  of  Csecina  was  undermined  by  the  arts  of 
Flavins  Sabinus,  Rubrius  Gallus  being  the  bearer  of  his  mes- 
sages; who  assured  him,  that  the  terms  on  which  it  was 
stipulated  that  he  should  come  over  to  the  party,  would  be 
fulfilled  by  Vespasian.  At  the  same  time,  when  he  recol- 
lected the  hatred  and  jealousy  subsisting  between  himself  and 
Valens,  it  occurred  to  him  that,  as  he  had  less  weight  with 
Yitellius  than  his  rival,  he  ought  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
interest  and  influence  with  his  successor. 

100.  Cascina  on  quitting  the  embrace  of  Yitellius,  who 
treated  him  with  much  respect,  sent  forward  a  detachment  of 
the  cavalry  to  take  possession  of  Cremona.  The  vexillaries. 
of  the  fourteenth^  and  sixteenth  legions  followed,  and  after 
them  the  fifth  and  twenty-second.  The  rear  was  closed  by 
the  twenty-first,  named  Eapax,  and  the  first  legion,  called  the 
Italic,  with  the  vexillaries  of  three  British  legions,  and  the 
flower  of  the  auxiliary  forces.  Caecina  having  set  out,  Yalens- 
wrote  to  the  army,  which  he  had  conducted  into  Italy,  to 
wait  for  him  on  their  march;  such,  he  said,  was  his  under* 
standing  with  Caecina.  But  the  latter,  being  on  the  spot, 
and,  by  consequence,  having  greater  weight,  pretended  that 

*  Brotier  thinks  that  there  is  a  mistake  in  the  text.  The  fourteenth 
legion,  he  observes,  stood  firm  for  Otho,  and  for  that  reason  was  sent 
into  Britain.  But  perhaps  the  Teteiuns,  who  had  served  their  time, 
and  were  BtUl  retained  in  the  service,  were  left  in  Italy. 
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that  plan  Iiad  been  altered,  to  the  end  that  thej  m^ht  meet 
the  formidable  approach  of  the  enemy  with  their  united 
forces.  Thus  he  ordered  the  legions  to  proceed  by  rapid 
inarches  to  Cremona,  and  a  detachment  to  make  for  Hoe* 
tilia.*  He  himself  turned  off  towards  Ravenna,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  conferring  with  the  officers  of  the  fleet ;  soon  after, 
be  went  to  Patavium,^  that  in  that  retired  spot  he  might 
settle  the  plan  of  betraying  the  tmae.  For  Lucilius  Basstis, 
a  man  who,  from  a  squadron  of  horse,  had  been  raised  by 
Vitellius  to  the  command  of  two  fleets,  one  at  Bavenna,  and 
the  other  at  Misenum,  because  he  did  not  immediately  obtain 
the  command  of  the  pmtorian  guards,  sought  to  gratify  his 
unjust  resentment  by  the  most  flagitious  perfidy:  nor  can  it 
be  ascertained  whether  he  corrupted  Osecina,  or,  as  is  often 
.  the  case  with  bad  men,  namely,  that  they  also  resemble  each 
I  other  in  their  conduct,  the  same  depraved  motives  actuated 
both. 

101.  The  histoi^ians  of  the  times,  who,  while  the  Flavian 
house  possessed  the  sovereign  power,'  recorded  the  tmnsac- 
tions  of  this  war,  have  corrupted  the  truth,  from  motives  of 
flattery,  in  stating  that  this  transaction  is  attributable  to  an 
anxiety  to  preserve  peace,  and  true  patriotism.  For  myself 
I  think  that,  in  addition  to  his  inherent  inconstancy  and 
contempt  for  principle,  after  his  treachery  to  Galba,  he  was 
induced  to  ruin  the  cause  of  Vitellius  from  rivalry  and  jea*- 
lousy,  lest  others  should  surpass  him  in  influence  with  that 
prince.  Ceecina,  having  overtaken  the  legions,  endeavoured 
by  all  kinds  of  artifices  to  work  upon  the  minds  of  the 
centurions  and  soldiery  who  were  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
Vitellius.  Bassus,  in  playing  the  same  game,  expenienoed 
less  difficulty,  as  the  mariners  were  predisposed  to  throw  off 
their  alliance,  fix>m  the  impressions  existing  in  their  mincb 
in  consequence  of  having  served  in  the  ottose  of  Otho. 

>  The  modem  Ostiglia,  in  the  duohy  of  Mantua.  '  P^oa. 

^  That  is,  during  the  reigns  of  Vespasian,  Titus,  and  Domitian,  the 
last  of  the  Flavian  line. 
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1.  The  leaders  of  the  Flavian  "party  conducted  their  delibe- 
ttttiona  on  the  prosecution  of  the  war  with  greater  success, 
and  in  better  faith.  They  met  at  Poetovio/  the  winter  quar- 
ters of  the  thirteenth  legion.  There  they  discussed  the 
question,  whether  it  was  most  advisable  to  secure  the  passed 
over  the  Pannonian  Alps,  till  the  forces  in  their  rear  should 
all  be  prepared  to  cooperate  with  them,  or  whether  it  would 
be  the  more  valorous  course  to  push  on  and  battle  for  Italy. 
Those  who  proposed  to  wait  for  aids,  and  protract  the  war, 
referred  to  "  the  high  fame  and  valour  of  the  German  legions, 
and  to  the  fa^ct,  that  Yitellius  had  been  reinforced  by  the 
flower  of  the  army  in  Britain,  while  their  own  legions  were 
inferior  in  number,  and  had  been  lately  conquered.  They 
talked  indeed  with  ferocity;  but  the  spirit  of  vanquished  meni 
invariably  drooped.  If  the  Alps  were  occupied  by  them  for 
awhile,  Mucianus  would  come  up  with  the  strength  of  the 
East,  and  Vespasian  would  still  have  the  command  of  the  sea, 
fleets,  and  provinces  in  his  favour,  through  which  he  might- 
collect  a  mass  of  forces,  for,  as  it  were,  another  war.  From 
delay  thus  salutary  new  succours  would  be  derived,  while 
their  present  force  would  continue  undiminished." 

2.  Antonius  Primus,  the  grand  promoter  of  the  war,  re- 
plied that  *^  speed  would  be  advantageous  to  themselves,  and 
nunons  to  VitelMus.  The  conquerors  had  grown  in  slothfiil- 
ness,  more  than  they  had  gained  in  confidence ;  for  they  were 
not  kept  under  arms  and  in  the  camp,  but,  dispersed  throught 
aH  the  municipal  towns  of  Italy,  had  lost  their  martial  spirit  i 
objects  of  terror  to  their  landlords  only.  The  more  savage 
and  uncouth  their  former  mode  of  living,  the  greater  the 
avidity  with  which  they  plunged  into  unwonted  pleasures. 
They  were  enervated  by  the  circus,  the  theatres,  and  the 
delights  of  Home,  or  disabled  by  disease;  but  allow  then^ 

^  In  Pannonia ;  now  Pettau,  in  Hungary.  The  Bummer  station  of 
the  thirteenth  legion  was  at  Vindohona,  now  Vienna,  as  we  learn  from 
nnmerouB  bricks  found  there^  with  the  inscription,  I£G.  XIIL  GEM. 
POETO. 
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time  and  even  they  would  recover  their  enei^,  having  their 
thoughts  fixed  on  war,  Grermany  was  near  at  haxxd,  whence  they 
might  obtain  succour^;  Britain  was -separated  by  a  narrow 
channel;  Spain  and  Gaul  were  contiguous,  and  from  both 
they  might  draw  supplies  of  men,  and  horses,  and  money. 
All  Italy  was  at  their  command,  and  the  wealth  of  Borne. 
If  they  chose  to  act  on  the  offensive,  they  had  two  fleets^ 
and  the  lUyrian  sea  open  to  them.  Then  what  would  be  the 
use  of  shutting  up  the  mountain  passes,  and  of  protracting 
the  war  till  another  summer  1  whence,  in  the  meantime,  are 
we  to  find  money  and  provisions  ?  Nay,  rather  should  they 
take  advantage  of  the  very  fact,  that  the  legions  of  Pannonia, 
beguiled  rather  than  conquered,  were  eager  to  rise  up  and 
vindicate  their  honour,  while  the  Moesian  armies  came  with 
forces  entire  and  undefeated.*  If  the  number  gf  men,  and 
not  of  legions,  be  reckoned,  on  the  side  of  Yeppasian,  there 
was  superior  force,  and  no  licentiousness;  while  a  sepse  of 
shame  had  promoted  discipline.  In  the  last  action  the  pavalry 
Buffered  no  disgrace;  on  the  contrary,  though  the  event  of 
the  day  was  adverse,  they  threw  the  enemy  into  disorder. 
Two  squadrons  of  horse,  one  from  Pannonia,  the  other  from 
Moasia,  broke  through  the  line  of  their  opponents:  now,  the 
joint  forces  of  sixteen  squadrons,  by  the  impetuosity  of  their 
onset,  their  shouts,  the  clangour  of  their  arms,  and  the  very 
dust  raised  by  them,  will  confound  and  overwhelm  the  horses 
and  their  riders,  both  having  lost  what  they  knew  of  battles. 
What.  I  advise,  I  will  execute,  if  allowed.  You,  who  have 
not  taken  a  decided  part,  keep  the  legions  with  you:  the 
light-armed  cohorts  wUl  be  sufficient  for  me.  Presently  you 
will  heai*  that  I  have  forced  a  passage  into  Italy;  that  the 
affairs  of  Yitellius  have  sustained  a  shock;  you  will  then  be 
delighted  to  follow,  and  tread  in  the  steps  of  the  conqueror." 
3.  He  poured  forth  these  and  similco:  remarks,  in  such  a 
manner,  his  eyes  flashing  fire,  and  with  tones  of  thunder,  to 
make  himself  heard  the  further, — ^for  the  centurions  and  sol- 
diers had  pressed  into  the  council^ — ^that  even  the  wary  and 
the  prudent  were  carried  away  by  the  torrent  of  his  eloquence. 
The  crowd  extolled  him,  despising  the  common  soldiers  and 
the  other  officers  for  their  want  of  spirit,  as  the  only  man  of 

*  The  forces  from  Moesia  were  not  in  the  action  at  Bedriacum.    See 
Hist.  ii.  44. 
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enterprise  and  worthy  of  command.  In  a  former  council  of 
war,  where  Vespasian's  letters  were  read  to  the  meeting,  An« 
toniua  had  at  once  made  a  &Tourable  impression  on  his 
hearers,  when  he  appeared  MAj  and  openly  to  grapple  with 
the  matter;  not,  as  many  do,  using  equivocal  terms,  which 
might  afterwards  receive  the  construction  that  suited  the 
-views  of  the  speaker;  and  thus  the  soldiers  the  more  admired 
a  general,  whom  they  saw  ready  to  be  their  partner  in  the 
censure  ot  glory  of  the  enterprise, 

4.  Cornelius  Fuscus,  the  procurator  of  the  province,  was 
the  next  in  credit.  He  too,  as  he  was  used  to  inveigh  against 
Vitellius  unsparingly,  had  left  himself  nothing  to  hope  for  if 
the  cause  fidled.  Titus  Ampins  Flavianus,  his  natural  slow- 
ness increased  by  years,  provoked  the  suspicion  of  the  soldiers, 
who  thought  him  influenced  by  his  connexion  with  Vitellius  *? 
and  also,  as,  in  the  first  commotion  of  the  legions,  he  fled 
from  his  post,  and  shortly  afterwards  returned  to  the  pro^ 
vince,  he  was  believed  to  have  sought  an  occasion  of  treachery. 
For  he  had  quitted  Pannonia^  entered  Italy,  and  was  clear  of 
danger;  but  was  induced  to  return  to  resume  his  authority, 
and  mix  himself  up  in  the  troubles  of  a  civil  war,  by  lu9 
thirst  for  innovation.  To  this  he  was  incited  by  the  advice 
<tf  Cornelius  Fuscus,  not  with  a  view  of  deriving  advantage 
from  his  talents,  but  that  the  name  of  a  consular  officer 
might  give  an  air  of  credit  and  respectability  to  the  party 
which  was  just  then  springing  up. 

5,  But,  to  march  the  troops  into  Italy  safely,  and  with 
advantage  to  the  cause,  letters  were  sent  to  Aponius  Satur* 
ninufif,'  ordering  him  to  advance,  by  rapid  marches,  with  his 
army  from  Mc&sia.  At  the  same  time,  that  the  provinces  thus 
evacuated  might  not  lie  open  to  the  incursions  of  barbarians, 
the  chiefs  of  the  Jazyges,  a  people  of  Sarmatia,  who  hold  the 
chief  rule  among  those  states,  were  engaged  to  cooperate. 
They  ofiSared  to  brii^  into  the  field  a  body  of  the .  natives, 
and  also  their  cavalry,  in  which  consists  the  sole  strength  of 
the  ooimtry.  Their  service,  however,  was  not  accepted,  lest 
they  should  learn  to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of  other  coun-» 
tries  in  the  distractions  that  convulsed  the  empire,  or  for 
better  pay  from  the  opposite  party  break  faith  and  desert. 

*  Ampins  Flavianus  was  related  to  Vitellius.    See  c.  10  of  this  book, 

*  Aponius  Satuminus  was  governor  of  Mossia,    Hist,  ii«  95,  96« 
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The  Saevian  nation  had,  at  all  times,  given  probfe  of  attach- 
ment to  the  Romans;  and,  as  they  were  remarkably  ten&- 
dous  of  engagements  entered  into,  their  two  kiQg%  Sido  and 
Italicus,^  were  admitted  into  the  league.  As  Rheetia,  where 
Fortius  Septimius,  the  procurator,  remained  firm  to  Viteilius, 
was  hostile,  auxiliaries  were  stationed  in  flank.  With  this 
-view,  Sextilius  Felix  was  sent  with  a  squadron  of  horse  called 
the  Aurian,*  eight  cohorts,  and  the  militia  of  Noricum,  with 
orders  to  line  the  banks  .of  the  river  iEnus,  which  divides 
Bhtetia  from  Noricum.  But  neither  the  latter  nor  the  former 
sought  to  bring  on  a  battle.  The  fate  of  the  parties  was 
elsewhere  decided. 

6.  Antonius  Primus  pressed  on  to  invade  Italy  at  the  head 
of  a  body  of  vexillaries  drafted  from  the  cc^orts,  and  a  de^ 
tachment  of  the  cavaliy.  He  was  accompanied  by  Anus 
Varus^  an  officer  of  distinguished  valour,  who  had  served 
under  Corbulo,^  from  whose  character  and  successes  in  Ass 
menia  he  derived  all  his  reputation.  He  was  also  said  to 
have  disparaged  the  virtues  of  Corbulo  hy  secret  insinuationa 
poured  into  the  ear  of  Nero,  whence,  by  &vour  thus  in&* 
mously  acquired,  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  principal  centurion; 
but  his  ill-gotten  advancement,  though  highly  gratifying  at 
(the  time,  proved  his  ruin  in  the  end.  To  proceed,  Antonius 
and  Varus  took  possession  of  aU  the  parts  adjacent  to  Aqui- 
leia.  At  Opiteigium  and  Altinum^  they  were  received  with 
feelings  of  joy.  At  Altinum  a  garrison  was  left  to  check  th« 
fleet  at  Ravenna,  not  then  known  to  have  revolted.  They 
then  united  Patavium  and  Ateste^  to  their  party.  The 
generals  there  learnt  that  three  Vitellian  cohorts,  with  the 
squadron  of  horse  called  Scriboniana,  had  taken  post  at  Forum 
Allienum,^  after  throwing  up  a  bridge.  The  opportunity 
seemed  &ir  to  attadiL  them,  for  th^  were  also  reported  to  be 
remiss  and  negligent     At  the  dawn  of  day  they  surprised 

'    ^  Sido  has  \)GGn.  mentioned.  Annals,  xii.  29,  30.    Of  Italiooa  noihis^ 

la  known  with  certainty :  he  was  probahly  the  son  of  Sido. 

•    '  A  squadron  of  horse,  most  probably  from  the  city  of  Amia  in 

SpRin. 

'  For  Corbulo's  ccmduct  in  Armenia,  see  Aimal^  ziii  35;  and  for  hic 
death  by  order  of  Nero,  see  Dio,  lib.  Ixiii. 
'   *  OdeZEo  and  Altino.  in  the  States  of  Venice. 
.   '  Now  Aste,  in  the  Stales  of  Venice. 

•  Now  Feno,  on  the  Pa 
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and  overpowered  the  greater  part,  while  unarmed.  It  had 
been  previously  ord^i^d  that  they  should  kill  a  few,  and  ter- 
rify the  rest  into  an  abandonment  of  their  party ;  and  several 
surrendered  at  discretion :  but  the  greater  part  broke  down 
the  bridge,  and  thus  obstructed  their  enemy,  who  pressed 
clo6e  "Upon  them. 

7.  The  news  of  this  victoty  spreading,  when  the  first  events 
<if  the  war  were  found  to  be  &,vourable  to  Vespasian,  two 
legions,  the  seventh,  called  Galbiana,  and  the  thirteenth, 
u^ned  -Gemina,'  with  Vedius  Aquila,  who  commanded  them, 
came  promptly  to  Padua.  A  few  days  were  spent  at  that 
place  to  refr^  the  men ;  and  Minucius  Justus,  pi%fect  of 
the  camp  to  the  seventh  legion,  who  enforced  his  orders  with 
more  severity  than  was  consistent  with  civil  war,  was  with* 
drawn  from  the  fuiy  of  the  soldiers,  and  sent  to  Vespasian. 
After  that,  Antonius  ordered  the  statues  of  Galba,  which  the 
rage  of  civil  discord  had  thrown  down,  to  be  again  set  up  in 
all  the  municipal  towns.  This  act,  the  want  of  which  had 
been  long  and  poxn&iUy  felt,  was  interpreted  as  redounding 
to  the  honour  of  the  party  more  than  one  might  have  antici- 
pated. His  conclusion  was,  that  it  would  be  honourable  to  the 
cause,  if  the  government  of  Galba'  was  believed  to  meet  with 
his  approbation,  and  that  his  pa^y  weore  beginning  to  revive.- 

8.  Where  to  fix  the  seat  of  war  was  now  the  question. 
Verona  seemed  the  better  place,  the  surrounding  plains  being 
adapted  to  the  operations  of  cavalry,  which  was  their  strength } 
and  to  wrest  fpom  ViteUius  an  important  colony  seemed 
useful  and  glorious.  The  army,  in  their  very  march,  became 
mastess  of  Vioetia,^  a  municipahty  of  no  great  consideration, 
but  regarded  as  the  birthplace  of  Gsecina,  and,  reflecting  that 
the  general  of  the  enemy  was  thus  stripped  of  his  fatherland, 
it  assumed  a  very  important  character.  The  reduction  of 
Verona  brought  an  accession  of  wealth,  and  gave  an  example 
to  other  cities.  Moreover,  as  it  lies  between  Rhsetia  and  the 
Julian  Alps,^  it  was  a  post  of  importance,  where  an  army  in 
force  might  command  the  pass  into  Italy,  and  render  it  im-^ 
pervious  to  the  istenaan  armies.  Of  these  operations  Vespasian 

^  See  note  on  Hist.  ii.  6. 

'  After  the  calamltieB  occaBioned  by  Otho  and  Yitelliufi,  the  memoiy 
of  Galba  was  held  in  high  respect  by  the  people. 

*  The  modem  Ticenza. 

*  See  note  4,  p.  ISS. 
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had  either  no  knowledge,  or  they  were  ^ch  as  he  had  foi^ 
bidden;  for  his  orders  were,  that  the  troops  should  halt  at 
Aquileia  till  Mucianus  arrived.  Yespasian  also  explained  the 
motives  of  his  counsels.  While  he  was  master  of  Egypt/  had 
the  .power  of  stopping  the  supplies  of  provisions,  and  com«> 
maSided  the  revenues  of  the  most  opulent  provinces,  the 
Vitellian  army,  for  want  of  pay  and  provisions,  might  be 
forced  to  capitulate,  Mucianus,  in  all  his  letters,  recom« 
mended  the  same  measure,— disguising  his  designs  under  a 
desire  for  a  victory  without  blood  and  mourning,  and  other 
similar  pretences;  but,  insatiably  ambitious,  he  wished  to 
engross  the  whole  honour  of  the  war.  However,  before  their 
advices  could  arrive  i^om  a  distant  part  of  the  world,  the 
bio w^  was  struck, 

9,  Antonius,  therefore,  by  a  sudden  movement,  attacked 
the  picquets  of  the  enemy;  but,  after  trying  each  other^a 
mettle  in  a  slight  encounter,  they  parted  without  advantage 
on  either  side.  In  a  short  time  Caecina  fortified  a  camp  near 
Verona,  between  the  village  Hostilia  and  the  marshes  of  the 
river  Tartarus;  a  well -protected  position,  with  the  river 
covering  his  rear,  and  the  fens  securing  his  flanks.  Had  he 
not  wanted  fidelity,  he  certainly  mighti  with  the  whole 
strength  of  his  army,  have  'crushed  the  two  legions,  not  yet 
joined  by  the  Moesian  army, — or,  at  least,  forced  to  retreat 
and  abandon  Italy,  they  would  have  incurred  the  disgrace 
and  humiliation  oi  flight.  But,  by  all  kinds  of  delays,  he 
Buflered  the  first  precious  opportunities  to  elapse,  content 
with  writing  vituperative  letters  to  those  whom  he  nught 
have  conquered ;  till,  by  his  messengers,  he  settled  the  terms 
of  perfidy.  Aponius  Satuminus,  meanwhile,  arrived  at  Verona 
with  the  seventh  legion,  called  the  Claudian,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Vipstanus  Messala,  the  tribune,  a  man  of  illustrious 
birth  and  the  highest  character :  of  all  who  entered  into  that 
war,  the  only  person  who  cazried  with  him  &ir  and  honour- 
able motives.  With  this  reinforcement  the  army  amounted 
to  no  more  than  three  legions;  and  yet  to  that  inferior 
force '  Caecina  despatched  a  letter,  condemning  the  rashness 

^  Egypt  was  the  Roman  granaiy.  Pliny  says  that  the  people  of  that 
country  were  proud  to  find  that  the  conquerors  of  the  world  depended 
on  them  for  their  daily  maintenance :  "  Superbiebat  ventosa  et  insoleiiB 
natio,  quod  victorem  populum  pasceret :  quodque  in  suo  flumine,  u& 
suis  manibuB,  yel  abundantia  nostra  yel  fames  esseV* — ^Paneg.  s.  31« 

'  The  forces  under  Yitellius  are  enumerated,  Hist  u.  100, 
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of  men^  who,  after  their  late  defeat,  took  up  arms  again.  At 
1^0  same  time  he  magnified  the  bravery  of  the  German 
soldierB,  making  slight  and  ordinary  mention  of  YitelHns,  and 
ibfitaining  from  all  abuse  of  Vespasian, — ^nothing  whatever 
that  could  seduce  or  intimidate  the  enemy*  Vespasian's  gene- 
rals in  their  answer,  entering  into  no  defence  of  their  former 
conduct,  bestowed  the  highest  praise  on  Vespasian,  confi- 
dently anticipated  the  success  of  their  cause,  showed  no  fear 
about  their  army,  and  spoke  in  a  hostile  tone  of  Vitellius. 
To  the  tribunes  and  centurions  they  promised  the  same 
&T0urs  as  they  had  received  from  VitelHus,  and  in  explicit 
terms  invited  Csedna  to  join  them«  The  letters,  which  were 
x^ead  publicly  to  the  army^  increased  the  confidence  of  the 
troops;  for  CsBcina  had  written  in  a  subduiBd  spirit,  as  fearing 
to  ezasperateVespasian,  while  the  manner  of  their  own  generals 
was  contemptuous,  and  that  of  men  who  scorned  Vitellius. 

10,  After  this,  being  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  two 
legions,  the  third,  commanded  by  DiUius  Aponianus,  and  the 
eighth^  by  Numisius  Lupus,  it  was  resolved  to  display  their 
strength,  and  inclose  Verona  with  lines  of  circumvallation.  It 
happened  that  the  Galbian  legion  was  employed  in  an  ad- 
vanced part  of  the  trenches,  fronting  the  enemy.  Some  of 
the  cavalry  of  their  allies,  descried  at  a  distance  and  mistaken 
for  enemies,  excited  a  &Jse  alarm;  and,  thinking  themselves 
betrayed,  they  seized  their  arms,  and  the  resentment  of  the 
soldiers  fell  upon  Ampius  Flavianus,^  as  the  author  of  the 
plot.  They  had  no  kind  of  proof;  but  they  had  long  hated 
the  man,  and  in  the  tempest  of  their  rage  demanded  his 
blood;  vociferating  that  he  was  the  kinsman  of  Vitellius,  the 
betrayer  of  Otho,  and  had  embezzled  their  donative.  Nor 
would  they  allow  him  to  clear  himself^  though  he  stretched 
forth  hiai  hands  in  supplication,  prostrated  himself  continually 
before  them,  rent  his  garments,  his  breast  heaving,  and  his 
countenance  convulsed  with  sobbing;  nay,  these  very  things 
stimulated  their  angry  prejudices,  as  they  looked  upon  hisr 
excessive  alarm  as  proof  of  conscious  guilt.  Aponius  Sa- 
turoinus  attempted  to  speak,  but  was  overpowered  by  the 
soldiers'  clamour.  The  rest  were  contemptuously  treated 
with  murmurs  and  shouts.  Antonius  was  the  only  person 
whom  they  would  hear.  To  authority  and  eloquence  ho 
^  See  above,  c  i ;  and  Hist,  it  86« 
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muted  the  art  of  majiaging  the  temper  of  the  soldiers ;  when 
the  disturbance  begaa  to  assume  a  saziguioary  character,  and 
ii'om  foul  abuse  they  proceeded  to  violeace  and  arms,  the 
general  ordered  Flavianus  to  be  thrown  into  irons.  This 
-deception  was  seen  through  by  the  soldieiSy  who  dispm'sed 
the  soldiers  that  guarded  the  tnbunal,  and  threatened  imme- 
diate execution.  Antonius  opposed  his  bosom  to  their  fury, 
and,  drawing  his  sword,  solemnly  declared  that  he  woidd  fisdl 
by  their  hands  or  his  own.  He  looked  around,  invoking  the 
assistance  of  aJl  whom  he  either  knew,  or  saw  distinguished 
by  any  kind  of  military  decoration ;  anon  he  directed  his 
eyes  to  the  eagles  and  standards,  those  gods  of  the  camp,  and 
implored  them  rather  to  infuse  that  &en2y  and  dissentiouii 
spirit  into  the  breasts  of  the  enemy.^  At  length  the  sedition 
began  to  abate,  and  day  closing  apace>  the  men  slunk  off  te 
their  respective  tents.  The  same  night  Flavianus  left  the 
camp,  and,  receiving  letters  &om  Vespasian  on  his  way,  was 
relieved  from  all  apprehension. 

11.  The  legions,  as  if  infected  by  a  contagion,  fell  with  still 
more  violence  on  Aponius  Saturninus,  the  commander  of  the 
Moesian  forces,  because  their  fiiry  broke  out  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  and  not,  as  before,  when  overpowered  with  toil  and 
working.  The  disturbance  arose  ft'om  the  publication  of  let- 
ters which  Saturninus  was  believed  to  have  written  to  Vitel- 
lius.  As  under  the  old  republic  there  was  an  ^nulation  in 
sobriety  and  valour,  so  now  there  was  a  contest  for  pre- 
eminence in  frowardness  and  insolence,  resolved  as  they  were 
to  demand  the  blood  of  Aponius  as  fiercely  as  they  had 
clamoured  for  that  of  Flavianus,  The  kt^t  was,  the  Moesian 
legions  making  it  a  merit  with  the  Pannonian  army  that  in 
the  late  insurrection  they  had  lent  their  assistance,  and  the 
Pannonians  being  under  the  notion  that  they  would  be 
absolved  by  the  mutiny  of  others,  they  were  glad  to  repeat 
their  crimoi  They  rushed  to  the  gardens,  where  Saturninus 
was  walking  for  recreation,  and  though  Antonius,  Messala^ 
and  Aponianus- exerted  their  best  endeavours,  they  were  not 
so  effectual  in  saving  .Saturninus  as  the  obscurity  of  the 
retreat  in  which  he  was  secreted,  having  concealed  himself  ia 

*  This  prayer  of  Antonius  resembles  the  line  in  "Virgil : — 
^*'  Dii  meliora  piis,  erroremque  hostibus  ilium.** 

•  '.'  Georg.  iii  513. 
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the  fttmace  of  a  bath  that  happened  to  be'  out  of  use.  Sooq 
after,  be  dismissed  his  Hctors,  and  went  to  Patandum.  There 
being  now  no  officer  of  consular  rank  lefb,  the  whole  com^ 
mand  devolyed  upon  Antonius.  The  soldiers  were  willing  ta 
submit  to  his  authority;  the  other  officers  declined  all  com-^ 
petition;  nor  were  there  wanting  those  who  bdieved  that 
Antonius,  by  secret  practices,  excited  the  two  seditions,  that  he 
alone  might  reap  the  honour  of  the  war  without  a  riVal. 

12.  During  these  transactions,  the  camp  of  Vitellius  was 
not  free  from  disturbance.  The  discord  there  did  not  ori-i 
gxnate  in  the  suspicions  of  the  soldiers,  but  the  perfidy  of  the 
generals.  Lucilius  Bassus,^  who  commanded  the  fleet  at 
EaTenna^  had  drawn  over  to  the  party  of  Vespasian  the 
wavering  inclinations  of  the  marines,  natives  principally  of 
Dalmatia  and  Pannonia,  provinces  whicb  had  declared  for 
Yespasian.  Night  was  chosen  as  the  time  lor  canying  the 
treason  into  effect,  when,  all  the  rest  being  in  ignorance  of 
the  proceeding,  the  conspiiutors  alone  might  meet  in  the  head^ 
quarters.  Bassus  remained  in  his  own  house,  either  from 
shame  or  alarm,  waiting  the  issue.  The  masters  of  the  gal^ 
leys  attacked  the  images  of  Vitellius  in  the  most  tumultuous 
manner,  and  put  to  the  sword  the  few  who  attempted  to 
resist.  The  comxxK>n  herd,  with  their  usual  Love  of  innovaX 
tion,  went  over  to  Vespasian.  Bassus  then  came  Ibrth,  avoW'*  ) 
ing  himself  the  author  of  the  treason.  The  fleet  immediately 
cboee  another  commander,  ComeliuB  Fuscus,  who  eagerly 
joined  them.  Bassus,  under  guard,  but  honoiurably  treated^ 
was  eonveyed  by  some  light  barks  to  Atria,^  where  he  was 
thrown  into  fetters  by  Mennius  Buflnus,  who  commanded  the 
garrison ;  but  he  was  soonfreleased  at  the  desire  of  Hormus, 
'One  of  Vespasian's  freedmen,  who  was  also  looked  upon  as  one 
fii  tke  general  officers. 

13.  When  the  defection  of  the  fleet  was  known,  Ceecina, 
iiaving  dispersed  the  best  part  of  his  army,  imder  pretexts  of 
military  duty,  from  a  desire  to  have  the  camp  more  to  them- 
Behres^  called  a  meeting  of  the  principal  centuri<»is,  and  a 
^Icct  party  of  soldiers,  in  the  place  assigned  for  the  eagles^' 

^  For  Lndlitts  Baasus,  see  Hist,  li  100. 

*  Now  Adria,  near  Bovigo. 

'  The  part  of  the  camp  called  Principia.    So  Statiua: — 

M Gonoilii  penotnJe,  domumque  yerendazn 

Signorum."— Theb.  X.  120. 
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He  theifi  magnified  the  valour  of  Yespasian,  and  the  strefigdi 
of  his  party.  The  fleet,  he  said,  had  revolted ;  Italy  would 
be  distressed  for  provisions;  the  Spains  and  Ganls  were 
against  them^  at  Borne  the  minds  of  men  were  wavering; 
and  spoke  of  everything  relating  to  Yitellius  in  terms  of  dis* 
paragement.  The  men  whom  Antonius  had  engaged  in  the 
plot  setting  the  example,  the  rest,  cotifounded  at  the  sudden* 
ness  of  the  afi^r,  were  induced  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  Vespasian.  The  images  of  Yitellius  were  torn  from  the 
ensigns,  and  despatches  were  sent  off  to  Antonius.  When  this 
betrayal  waA  known  throughout  the  camp,  the  soldiers,  rush^ 
ing  back  to  the  head-quarters,  saw  the  name  of  Yespasian 
written  up,  and  the  images  of  Yitellius  thrown  upon  the 
ground.  A  deep  and  sullen  silence  followed.  Soon  with  one 
voice  the  men  exclaimed,^— '^  Have  the  German  armies  come 
to  this,  that  without  a  battle,  without  a  wound,  they  must  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  deliver  themselves  to  the  enemy  in 
chains  V  And  what  is  the  character  of  t£e  legions  brought 
against  them  1  Forsooth,  defeated  l^ons ;  nay,  the  peculiar 
strength  of  Otho*s  forces,  the  first  and  fourteenth^  are  not 
with  the  army,  whom,  nevertheless,  they  had  routed  and 
made  havoc  o£  Is  it  come  to  this,  that  so  many  thousand 
gallant  soldiers  should  now,  like  a  drove  of  slaves,  be  deli- 
vered to  the  exile  Antonius  1  ^  The  fleet,  we  are  told,  has 
revolted;  and  shall  eight  l^ons  be  tnmsferred  as  an  ap- 
pendage to  their  treachery)  Bassus,  it  seems,  will  have  it  so ; 
and  suQh  is  the  pleasure  of  Csecina.  They  have  despoiled  the 
prince  of  his  houses,  his  gardens,  and  his  treasure,  and  they 
want  «iow  to  rob  him  of  his  soldiers ;  who,  with  vigour  unim- 
paired, are  to  yield  without  an  eflfgagement,  objects  of  sccmh 
even  to  Yespasian's  party.  But  to  soldiers  who  may  hereafter 
desire  an  account  of  battles  fought,  and  dangers  encountered) 
what  answer  shall  we  make  V* 

14«  Such  were  the  remonstrances,  not  of  individuals,  but 
of  the  whole  body,  each  man  giving  claniorous  vent  to  his 
feelings;  and  the  fifth  legion  taking  the  lead,  they  restored 
the  images  of  Yitellius,  and  loaded  Osecina  with  fetters.  Fa- 
bius  Fabullus,  commander  of  the  fifth  legion,  and  Cassius 
Longus,  the  prsefect  of  the  camp,  were  deckred  commanders 

^  Antonius  had  been  convicted  of  extortion,  and  for  that  offence  sent 
into  haniflhrnent    Annals,  xIy.  40. 
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in  chief.  The  uiarined  belonging  to  three  light  galleys  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enraged  soldiery^  and  ti^ough  ignorant 
of  all  that  passed,  and  guiltless,  were  put  to  the  sword. 
Having  broken  up  their  camp,  and  demolished  the  bridge, 
they  marched  back  to  Hostilia,  and  thence  to  Cremona,  to 
join  the  first  legion,  called  Italica^  and  the  one-and-twentieth, 
known  by  the  name  of  Bapax,  which  had  been  sent  by 
Csecina,  with  a  party  of  horse,  to  occupy  Cremona. 

15.  Apprised  of  these  transactions,  Antonius  resolved  to 
attack  the  enemy  while  he  was  stiU  distracted  and  dispersed, 
and  not  to  wait  till  the  Vitellians  returned  to  submission, 
the  generals  recovered  their  authority,  and  the  united  legions 
their  confidence.  He  concluded  that  Yalens  had  set  out  from 
Home,  and  that  Caedna's  treachery  would  make  him  push 
forward  The  fidelity  of  Yalens,  and  his  military  skill,  were 
undoubted.  Besides,  a  vast  body  of  Germans  was  expected 
to  force  their  way  through  Bhsetia  into  Italy,  and  Yitellius 
had  sent  for  succours  into  Britain,  Gaul,  and  Spain;  a  count* 
less  armament,  which  would  have  spread  destruction  as  a 
pestilence,  had  not  Antonius,  apprehending  this  very  circum- 
stance, hastened  to  bring  on  a  battle,  and  snatched  a  victory 
beforehand^  He  moved  with  his  whole  army  from  Yerona, 
and  in  4wo  days  arrived  at  Bedriacimi.  On  the  following 
morning  he  kept  back  the  legions  to  work  at  the  intrench* 
ments,  and  under  colour  of  foraging,  to  give  the  men  a  relish 
for  civil  plunder,  sent  the  auxiliary  cohorts  into  the  lands 
near  Cremona.  To  support  them  in  this  expedition,  he  him- 
seli^  at  the  head  of  fomr  thousand  horse,  advanced  within 
eight  miles  of  Bedriacumj  while  his  scouts  took  a  wider 
range  to  discover  the  motions  of  the  enemy^ 

16.'About  the  fifth  hour  of  the  day,  a  trooper  at  full  speed 
brought  intelligence  that  the  enemy  was  approaching.  Their 
advance  parties  were  in  sight,  and  the  tramp  and  bustle  of 
the  whole  army  were  distinctly  heard  Antonius  began  to 
prepare  for  action.  While  he  was  deliberating,  Arrius  Yams, 
eager  to  distinguish  himself  advanced  at  the  head  of  a  party 
of  horse,  and  drove  in  the  Yitellians  with  trifling  slaughter] 
f(»:  a  party  of  the  enemy  advancing  to  support  the  broken 
ranks,  changed  the  fortune  of  the  defy,  and  they  who  had 
pursued  with  the  greatest  eagerness  were  now  in  the  rear  of 
the  retreat.  In  ^s  rash  actioa  Antonius  had  no  share] 
XAC. — ^VOL.  n.  It 
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indeed  he  foresaw  tiie  oohseqiiende  of  it'  fi0:viiAg  exhco^ted 
.his  men  to  go  to  ^ork  feaidessly,  h^  ordered  t^e  cavalij 
to  draw  off  in  two  (MnsioDS  towards  the  flankii,  leaving  a  way 
for  Yania  and  Ms  iuffseman.  The  legions  were  oalted  out, 
«&d,  ia  the  country  round,  the  sigual  w«s  gmoi  to  ihe  toagiug 
,  cohorts  to  afoaadnn  their  booty,  and  repair,  «ach  the  hottest; 
way  he  could,  to  meet  iihe  bat^e.  Yaras,  in  the  meantiiuey 
himself  dismayed,  ;and  a  source  of  alaim  to  others,  together 
^itjh  his  diacKidered  band,  fon»ed  one  oonfiised  mass :  over- 
|)owered  bf  the  enemy,  the  alie  and  the  wounded  iiogetiaer 
were  borne  down  through  their  own  mere  fears,  and  the  di& 
acuities  of  Ihe  ways. 

17.  In  this  state  af  ai»rm  Antonius  omitted  notinng  ^fiiat 
f«^as  to  be  «i^6cted  frcfax  iiie  talm  and  odlected  genial,  or 
the  most  gallant  soldier.  He  threw  himself  in  the  wf  of 
those  who  were  overpowered  by  fear,  .h^d  back  those  who  were 
giving  ground^  wherever  the  battle  was  hottest^  wheicfver  a 
gleam  of  hope  appeared,  diere  was  he,  planning,  doing, 
speaking,  a  ai^al  dogeet  to  the  enemy,  said  oonspicuonis  to 
his  friends.  At  length  he  rose  to  such  a  height  of  enthucaasm, 
that  he  transfixed  with  his  spear  a  standard-bearer  in  the  act 
of  Sying,  and  instsmtly  seisdng  the  colours,  advanced  against 
the  enemy.  Not  more  than  a  hundred  of  Ihe  •ca'mhy  fdt 
the  disgrace,  and  stood .  their  ground.  The  nature  of  the 
ground  fitvoured  Antonius ;  the  causefpay  was  narrowest  in 
that  part,  and  the  bridge  over  the  river  ^  tint  -flowed  in  the  rear 
being  broken  down,  the  men  oonld  not  pursue  :dieir  flight,  as 
the  banks  were  steep,  and  the  depth  dangerous.  Wheth^  it 
wiere.  a.fatality  oc  4fcn  accident,  the  now  &llen  fortune  of  the 
party  was  thus  restored.  The  soldiers,  fbnmi^  a  dense  and 
^ompaibt  array,  received  the  YiteUiaQ8,^o  ru^ed  on  without 
older,  and  in  a  short  tizne  were  ptit  to  the  rout.  Antonins 
pressed  on  the  rear  of  such  :as  fled,  nnd  tmmpled  upon  all 
who  resisted.  The  rest  of  Yespasiatn's  army  acted  as  the 
impulse  of  individuals  pr«inpted ;  defiled,  made  prisoners, 
and  seized  both  arms  and  ^horses.  Those  who  ererwhile  had 
^ed,  and  w^«  straggling  about  the  fiields,  sunmioned  by  the 
triumphant  shouts  of  i^w^  oomvades,  came  up  and  took  part 
in  the  work  of  victory.  : 

18.  At  tho  dtstanoe  of  four  miles  from  Ciemona  appeared 
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the  glittering  banners  of  the  two  l^^ms,  Rapix'and  Italioa.^ 
The  advantage  gained  by  the  ViteUift&  cavalry  in  the  begin-- 
ning  of  the  day,  was  their  motrve  for  advanoing  so  &r;  but; 
seeing  a  reverse  of  fortune,  th^  neither  opened  their  ranks, 
nor  reoeired  dieir  Tonted  fHends,  nor  dared  to  advance  and 
fiill  upon  an  aiemy  exhausted  with  so  loi^  a  chase  and  with 
fighting.  It  happened  that,  having  sustained  a  defeat,  they 
felt  in  their  adversity  the  absence  of  a  general  whom  th^ 
did  not  regret  so  mnch  in  their  prosperity.  The  victorious 
cavalry  charged  the  vacillating  line,  and  Vipfirtanus  Messala 
sapported  them  with  the  Moesiecn  auxiliaries,  whom,  though 
hurried  into  the  engagement,  the  soldiers  considered  to  have 
rendered  as  much  service  as  l^onary  troops.  Thus  the  foot 
and  cavalry  united  bore  down  the  mass  of  l^ons,  and  the 
VkeHians,  tiie  more  they  hoped  to  find  within  the  walls  of 
Cremona  a  safe  shelter,  were  the  less  inclined  to  maintain  the 
conflict 

19.  Antonius  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  pursue  bis  ad^ 
vantage,  in  consideration  of  the  ^tigues  and  wounds  which 
men  and  horses  had  encountered  in  a  battile  so  obstinate  and 
fluctuating,  though  ultimately  successful.  As  the  shades  of 
evening  came  on,  the  whole  force  of  Vespasian's  army  joined 
him.  Having  marched  over  the  heaps  of  slain,  and  the  prints 
of  feet  still  reeking  with  blood,  they  conduded  that^the  war 
was  over,  and  demanded  to  be  led  on  to  Cremona,  either  to 
receive  the  submission  of  the  vanquished,  or  to  storm  the 
place.  Such  were  their  public  professions,— plausible  to  the 
ear;  but  in  their  hearts  the  men  had  selfish  and  personal 
views.  ''Cremona,"  they  said,  "was  situated  in  an  open 
pkin,  and  might  be  taken  by  assault.  The  daikness  of  the 
night  would  not  abate  their  courg^e,  and  afforded  greatet 
latitude  for  rapine.  If  they  waited  for  the  return  of  day, 
terms  of  peace  would  be  proposed,  entreaties  would  be  resorted 
to,  tind,  in  that  case,  for  all  their  toil  and  wounds,  the  praise 
of  humanity  and  glory,  those  profitless  acquisitions,  would  be 
their  only  recompense,  while  the  wealth  of  the  citizens  would 
go  into  the  laps  of  the  prtefects  and  generals.  When  a  town 
is  carried  by  storm,  the  booty  belongs  to  the  soldjers;  but  if 
surrendered,  it  goes  to  the  generals."  Iliey  set  at  nought  the 

>  The  twenty-first  legion,  called  Rapaz,  and  the  firsts  called  Itvlic, 
fought  on  the  side  of  Yitellitts.    See  Hist,  il  100. 
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tribunes  and  centurions,  and  with  the  clangour  of  their  arm» 
drowned  the  voice  of  reason,  determined,  if  not  led  on  to  tho 
attack,  to  shake  off  all  authority. 

20.  Upon  this,  Antonius  made  his  way  through  the  ranks, 
and  by  his  look  and  authonty  having  obtained  silence,  pro-r 
tested  that  "  he  was  not  the  man  to  deprive  them  of  the 
glory  or  the  recompense  due  to  their  valour;  but  the  general, 
and  the  men  under  his  command,  had  distinct  provinces. 
Ardour  for  the  conflict  became  the  soldier;  but  generals 
more  frequently  succeeded  by  forecast,  deliberation,  and  cau- 
tion, than  inconsiderate  action.  As  he  had  manfully  contri-* 
buted  his  share  to  the  victory  by  his  sword  and  bodily 
exertion,  so  would  he  advance  the  cause  by  deliberation  dnd 
counsel,  the  appropriate  functions  of  a  general.  The  question 
at  present  did  riot  admit  of  a  doubt  They  had  the  night 
before  them, — o,  town,  the  peculiarities  of  whose  situation  are 
unknown  to ,  us, — ^an  enemy  within  its  walls,  with  every 
fecility  for  stratagem,  Not  if  the  gates  were  thrown  open, 
without  reconnoitring,  without  daylight,  ought  they  to  march 
in.  Would  they  hazard  an  assault  without  the  power  of 
ascertaining  a  single  particular,-r-where  the  ground  was  even^ 
what  the  height  of  the  walls,  whether  they  ought  to  employ 
engines  and  darts,  or  works  and  mantelets  ?"  Then,  address- 
ing himself  to  them  severally,  he  asked  them,  *'  whether  they 
had  brought  with  them  hatchets,  pickaxes,  and  the  various 
tools  a  siege  requires  1 "  And  on  their  replying  in  the  nega-» 
tive,  he  asked,  "  where  were  the  hands  that  with  swords  and 
javelins  could  break  through  and  undermine  walls  ?  If  it 
should  be  necessary  to  throw  up  ramparts,  and  with  sheds 
and  penthouses  to  cover  our  approach,  shall  we  stand  baffled 
«.nd  impotent  like  the  thoughUess  vulgar,  wondering  at  the 
lofty  towers  and  fortifications  of  the  enemy?  Why  not  rather 
wait  one  night,  and,  advancing  our  engines  and  instruments 
of  war,  carry  with  us  strength  and  victory  1"  At  the  close  of 
this  harangue  he  sent  the  sutlers  and  followers  of  the  camp^ 
with  a  party  of  the  freshest  of  the  cavalry,  to  Bedriacum,  to 
bring  a  supply  of  provisions,  and  all  necessaries  for  the  use 
of  the  army. 

21.  The  soldiers  were  still  dissatisfied,  and  a  mutiny  was 
ready  to  break  out,  when  a  party  of  horse  that  advanced  aa 
far  as  the  walls  of  Cremona  learnt,  from  stragglers  who  had 
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falleii  into  their  hands,  that  six  Vitelliau  legions,  and  the 
whole  army  encamped  at  Hostilia,  having  heard  of  the  defeat, 
had  marched  thirty  miles  that  day,  were  prepared  for  battle, 
and  would  soon  be  upon  them.  In  this  alarm,  the  soldiers 
were  willing  to  listen  to  their  general.  Antonius  ordered  the 
thirteenth  li^on  to  take  post  on  the  Posthumian  causeway; 
contiguous  to  them,  on  the  open  plain,  towards  the  left,  stood 
the  seventh,  called  the  Galbian ;  and  next  to  them  the  seventh^ 
named  the  Claudian,  defended  by  a  coxmtry  ditch,  just  as 
they  found  it.  On  the  right  he  placed  the  eightlx  legion, 
along  the  roadside;  and  the  third  behind  a  thick  copse,  at  a 
short  distance.  Such  was  the  arrangement  of  the  eagles  and 
standards:  the  soldiers  took  their  post  as  chance  directed 
them,  in  the  dark.  The  prsetorian  banner  stood  next  the 
third  legion;  the  auxiliary  cohorts  were  in  the  winggf;  the 
cavalry  covered  the  flanks  and  the  rear.  The  two  Suevian 
kings,  Sido  and  Italicus,  with  the  best  troops  of  their  nation, 
took  post  in  the  front  of  the  lines. 

22.  The  Vitellian  army,  on  the  other  hand,  whose  plan 
should  have  been  to  halt  that  night  at  Cremona,  and  the 
next  day,  refreshed  by  food  and  sleep,  to  rout  and  drive 
before  them  an  enemy  exhausted  with  cold  and  hunger;  yet, 
having  no  commander,  nor  settled  plan  of  action,  about  the 
third  hour  of  the  night  dashed  forward  upon  the  Flavian 
army,  now  drawn  up  in  regular  order  of  battle.  Of  the  dis- 
position of  the  Vitellians,  disordered  as  they  were  from  the 
effects  of  their  own  impetuosity  and  the  night,  I  would  not 
venture  to  speak  positively:  we  are  told,  however,  that  the 
fourth  legion,  called  Macedonica,  was  stationed  in  the  right 
wing;  the  fifth  and  fifteenth,  supported  by  the  vexillaries  of 
three  British  legions,  the  ninth,  the  second,  and  the  twentieth, 
in  the  centre:  the  left  wing  was  formed  by  the  first,  the 
sixteenth,  and  two-and-twentieth.  The  soldiers  of  the  two 
legions  called  Bapax  and  Italica  were  scattered  throughout 
an  the  companies.  The  cavalry  and  auxiliaries  chose  their 
own  station.  The  battle,  which  lasted  through  the  night,  was 
various,  obstinate,  and  bloody ;  threatening  annihilation  now 
to  one  side  and  then  again  to  the  other :  courage  or  strength 
gave  no  superiority;  even  sight  itself  was  powerless  to  discern 
the  approach  of  danger.  The  weapons  on  both  sides  were  the 
same :  the  watch-word,  frequently  asked  and  repeated,  vas 
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known  to  bofh  armieB.  Thei  colottrsy  according  as  ih&y  were 
taken  by  different  parties,  and  borae  to  one  side  or  the  other, 
were  mixed  in  wild  confosion.  The  seventh  legion,  lately 
laised  by  Galba,  suffered  the  most,  '^x  of  their  principal 
c^iturions  were  killed'  on  the  spot,  and  some  of  their  colours 
taken :  the  eagle  itself  was  only  preserved  by  Atilius  Venis, 
the  principal  centurion,  after  a  great  carnage  of  the  enemy^ 
aaid  at  last  with  ihe  sacrifice  of  his  life, 
r  23.  Vespaaan's  army  was  giving  way,  when  Antonius 
brought  the  praetorian  cohorts  to  its  support.  Taking  upou 
themselves  l^e  brunt  of  the  action,  they  routed  the  enemy, 
and  in  their  turn  were  forced  to  retreat:  for  the  Yitellians 
had  conveyed  their  engines  to  the  high  road,  that  their  mis- 
siles might  be  disdiarged  without  obstruction  or  impediment, 
whereas  at  first  they  were  scattered  at  random>  and  struck  * 
the  shrubs  without  harming  the  enemy.  The  fifteenth  legion 
had  a  balista  ^  of  enormous  size,  which,  by  discharging  massy 
stones,  was  demolishing  the  opposing  line,  and  would  have 
dealt  destruction  far  and  wide,  if  two  soldiers  had  not  sig- 
nalized themselves  by  a  brave  exploit.  Covering  themselves 
with  the  shields  of  the  enemy,  which  they  found  among  the 
slain/  they  advanced  undiscovered,  and  cut  off  the  ropes  and 
weights.  They  both  instantly  fell,  covered  with  wounds^  and 
therefore  their  names  are  lost :  of  the  &ct  there  is  no  ques- 
tion.  The  battle  was  hitherto  fought  with  doubtful  success^ 
when,  night  being  far  advanced,  the  rising  jnobn  discovered 
the  contending  armies,  and  deceived  them.  But  she  was 
more  &vourable  to  the  Flavians,  as  they  had  theii*  backs  to 
the  light.  Hence  the  shadows  of  men  and  horses  were 
elongated,  and  the  weapons  of  the  Yitellians,  aimed  at  them 
as  if  they  were  substances^  were  thrown  away,  and  fell  short 
of  their  enemies;  whsle  the  Yitellians,  exposed  to  view  by  the 
light  in  front  of  them,  formed,  without  knowing  it,  a  distinct 
mark  for  their  enemies,  who  discharged  their  javelins  as  it 
were  from  a  hiding-place. 

24.  Antonius,  when  he  could  distingtush  his  troops,  and  be 
distinguished  by  them,  did  everything  to  rouse  the  courage  of 
his  men — ^upbraidingsome,  applauding  others,  he  made  ample 
promises,  and  gave  hopes  to  alL  He  asked  the  Pannoniau 
legions,  what  was  their  motive  for  taking  up  annsl  "  Her^** 
'"  ^  The  BbliBta  id  described  hj  Vegetiua^  iv.  22.. 
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lie  said,  ^  here  is  the  spot  where  jovk  may  effiice  the  memory 
of  jonr  former  defeat :  in  this  field  you  may  redeem  your 
honour.'*  Then,  turning  to  the  MiiBstaitt^  he  oalied.  upon 
them  as  the  chiefs  the  first  movers  o#  the  mar  ;• — ^  in  vain  wen 
the  Yitellians  chsdlenged  with  menaees  and  hoasts,  if  they 
riurunk  fix>m  their  swords  and  looka**  This  waa  his  language 
as  he  cajQde  up  to  each.  To  th»  third  legion  he  spoke  more 
at  lai^ :  he  called  to  their  mmds  their  former  and  recent 
exploits :  **  how,  under  Mark  Antony,  they  had  defeated  the 
Parthians;^  and  the  Armenians,  imder  Gorbulo.  In  a  late 
campaign,  the  Sarmatians  fled  beforo  them.'*  Then  he  ad* 
dressed  the  pratoriiEuis  in  sharper  terms :  ^*  If  you  do  not 
conquer  now,  you  band  of  peasants,  what  other  genemJ,  or 
what  camp  will  reoeive  you  %  Yonr  ensigns  and  your  colours 
are  in  the  hands  of  the^  enemy,  smd  dea4;h  is.  all  that  is  left 
you,  if  you  are  yanquished;  for  you  have  drained  in£a,my  to 
the  dregs."  A  general  shout  arose;  and  the  third  legion^ 
according  to  the  custom  observed  in  &yria^  paid  their  adora^- 
tion  to  the  rising  sun. 

25,  This  circumstance,  either  by  chancy  or  by  the  con- 
trivance of  Antonius,  gave  rise  to  a  report  that  Mucianus 
was  arrived^  and  that  the  armies  esehanged  salutationa. 
Vespasian's  soldiers,  as  if  strengthened  by  fi^sh  reinforcement^ 
bore  down  upon  the  enemy ;  the  YiteUiaa  ranks  being  now 
less  compact,  for,  without  a  chief  to  conduct  them,  they  ex- 
tended or  condensed  their  lines  as  fear  or  courage  prompted* 
Antonius,  seeing  them  g^ve  way,  threw  thent  into  disorder 
by  charging  them  in  close  array;  their  ranks  were  thus  dis- 
solved and  broken  through,  and  the  carriages  and  engines 
made  it  impossible  to  restore  the  order  of  die  battle.  The 
victors,  in  their  eagerness  to  pursue  thdr  advantage,  spread 
themselves  along  the  road-side.  The  slaoghtar  on  this  occasion 
was  rendered  the  more  remarkable  from  the  &ct^  that  a  father 
waa  killed  by  his  own  son.  The  &ct  and  the  names  I  wiU 
state,  on  the  authority  of  Yipstanus  Messala.  Julius  Man- 
snetus,  a  native  of  Spain,  enlisting  in  the  legion  Bapa^s,  left 
behind  him  a  son,  then  of  tender  years.  The  youths  grown 
up  to  manhood,  entered  the  seventh  legion  raised  by  Galba. 
It  happened  that  he  met  his  father  in  the  battle,  and  with  a 

*  Haik  Antony  gained  a  Tictory  over  the  Parthiims^  Bsa  3d.  (Dio, 
'lib.  xlix.)    For  Corbulo,  see  Annals,  xt.  2d. 
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mortal  wound  stretched  him  on  the  ground;  while  rifling 
his  expiring  victim,  he  recognised  and  was  recognised  by  his 
&ther,  when  he  clasped  him  in  his  arms,  and  in  piteous  tones 
implored  forgiveness  of  his  father's  manes,  and  prayed  that 
they  would  not  persecute  him  as  a  parricide,  "  The  guilt  of 
this  deed  was  common  to  all;  and  how  small  a  portion/'  he 
said,  "  was  one  soldier  of  those  eng^iged  in  civil  war.'*  He  then 
lifted  up  the  body,  opened  a  grave,  and  discharged  the  last 
melancholy  duty  to  his  fether.  He  attracted  the  observation 
first  of  those  nearest  him,  then  more  came  up.  Hence  horror, 
grie^  and  execration  of  this  inhuman  kind  of  war,  ran  through 
tiie  whole  army.  And  yet,  with  no  less  avidity,  they  plim- 
dered  their  friends,  relations,  and  brothers,  whom  they  had 
slaughtered.  Their  tongues  declare  that  a  deed  of  horror  has 
been  done,  and  yet  they  do  the  same, 

2Q.  When  they  came  to  Cremona,  they  found  a  new  and 
enormous  difficulty.  In  the  war  with  Otho,  the  German, 
legions  had  formed  a  camp  round  the  walls  of  the  town,  and 
fortified  it  with  lines  of  circumvallation.  New  works  were 
added  afterwards.  The  victors  stood  astonished  at  the  sight, 
and  even  the  generals  were  at  a  stand,  undecided  what  orders 
to  give.  With  troops  harassed  by  exertions  through  the 
night  and  day,  to  carry  the  place  by  storm  was  difficult,  and, 
without  succours  at  hand,  might  be  dangerous;  but  if  they 
marched  to  Bedriacum,  the  fittigue  would  be  insupportable, 
and  the  victory  would  end  in  nothing.  To  throw  up  in- 
trenchments  was  dangerous,  in  the  fiice  of  an  enemy,  who 
might  suddenly  sally  forth  and  put  them  to  the  rout,  while 
employed  on  the  work  in  detached  parties.  A  difficulty  still 
greater  than  all  arose  from  the  temper  of  the  men,  more 
patient  of  danger  than  delay :  inasmudi  as  a  state  of  security 
afforded  no  excitement,  while  hope  grew  out  of  enterprise, 
however  perilous ;  and  carnage,  wounds,  and  blood,  to  what- 
ever extent,  were  counterbalanced  by  the  insatiable  desire  of 
plunder. 

27.  Antonius  determined  upon  the  latter  course,  and 
ordered  the  rampart  to  be  invested.  The  attack  began  at  a 
distance  with  a  volley  of  stones  and  darts,  with  the  greater 
loss  to  the  Flavians,  on  whom  the  enemy's  weapons  were 
thrown  with  advantage  from  above.  Antonius  presently 
assigned  portions  of  the  rampart  and  the  gates  to  the  legions^ 
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that  by  this  mode  of  attack  in  different  quarters,  valour  and 
cowardice  might  be  distinguished,  and  a  spirit  of  emulation 
in  honour  animate  the  army.  The  third  and  seventh  legions 
took  their  station  nearest  the  road  to  Bedriacum;  the  seventh 
and  eighth  Claudian,  a  portion  more  to  the  right  hand  of  the 
rampart;  the  thirteenth  were  carried  by  their  own  impetuosity 
to  the  gate  that  looked  towards  Brixia.^  Some  delay  then 
took  place  while  they  supplied  themselves  from  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  with  pickaxes,  spades,  and  hooks,  and 
scaling-ladders.  They  then  formed  a  close  military  shell 
with  their  shields  raised  above  their  heads,  and  under  that 
cover  advanced  to  the  ramparts^  The  Boman  art  of  war  was 
seen  on  both  sides.  The  Yitellians  rolled  down  massy  stones, 
with  which  having  disjoined  and  shaken  the  shell,  they  in« 
serted  their  long  poles  and  spears;  till  at  last,  the  whole 
frame  and  texture  of  the  shields  being  dissolved,  they  strewed 
the  ground  with  numbers  of  the  crushed  and  mangled 
assailants. 

28.  The  assault  now  flagged,  and  must  have  &iled,  had  not 
the  generals,  who  saw  that  their  exhortations  were  without 
effect  upon  the  exhausted  soldiery,  pointed  to  Cremona  as 
the  reward  of  victory.  Whether  this  expedient  was,  as  Mes- 
sala  informs  us,  suggested  by  Hormu%  or,  on  the  authority 
of  Caius  PHnius,'  must  be  laid  to  the  accoimt  of  Antonius,  I 
have  little  means  of  determining.  All  I  can  say  is,  that 
neither  of  those  officers  can  be  said  to  have  degenerated  from 
his  former  principles  by  an  act  of  such  atrocity.  Now, 
braving  wounds  and  danger,  and  death  itself,  they  began  to 
sap  the  foundation  of  the  walls;  they  battered  the  gates; 
standing  on  the  shoulders  of  their  comrades,  and  forming  a 
second  shell,  they  scaled  the  waQs,  and  grasped  the  weapons 
and  arms  of  the  besieged.  The  unhurt^  the  wounded,  the 
half  dead,  and  the  dying,  were  tumbled  down ;  while  every 
diversity  of  appearance  was  exhibited  by  the  sufferers,  and  an 
image  of  death  in  all  its  varied  horrors. 

29.  Severe  in  the  extreme  was  the  conflict  maintained  by 
Ae  third  and  the  seventh  legions.  Antonius  in  person  led 
on  a  select  body  of  auxiliaries  to  the  same  quarter.    The 

^  The  modem  Brescia. 

'  The  author  of  the  Hiatorien,  as  we  leam  from  Plmy  the  yoimgeri 
Ep.  iii  5. 


Titelliaos  were  ao  lo^r  able  to  sustain  the  shock  of  mea 
all  bent  on  yictoiy,  and  seeing  their  darts  Ml  on  tha  military 
shell/  and  glide  off  without  effQot,  ai,  last  thej  rolled  down: 
their  battering-engine  oa  the  heads  of  the  besiegers.  For 
the  moment,  it  dispersed  and  overwhelmed  the  party  among^ 
which  it  fell;  bnt  it  also  drew  after  it,  ia  its  fall,  the  battle* 
ments  and  upper  parts  of  the  ran^^art  An  adjoining  tower^ 
at  the  same  time,  yielded  to  the  effect  of  tbe  stones  which, 
struck  it,  and  left  a  breach,  at  which  the  seventh  legion,  ia 
the  form  of  a  wedge,  endeavoured  to  force  their  way,  while, 
the  third  hewed  down  the  gate  with  axes  and  swords.  The 
first  man  that  entered,  according  to  all  historian^  was  Caiua. 
Yolusius,  a  common  soldier  of  the  third  legion.  He  gained, 
the  summit  of  the  rampart,  and,  bearing  down  all  resistance, 
in  the  view  of  all  beckoned  with  his  hand,  and  cried  aloud, 
that  the  camp  was  captured.  The  rest  of  the  legion  followed 
him  with  resistless  fury,  the.Vitpllians  being  panic-struck,  and 
throwing  themselves  headlong  from  the  works.  The  whole 
space  between  the  camp  and  the  walls  of  Cremona  was  filled 
with  slain.' 

30.  And  now  a  new  form  of  difficulty  was  presented  by 
the  high  walls  of  the  city,  and  towers  of  stone,  the  gates 
secured  by  iron  bars,  and  troops  brandishing  their  arms;  the 
inhabitants,  a  large  and  numerous  body,  all  devoted  to  Yitel- 
liusj  and  a  confine  of  people  firom  aU  parts  of  Italy  at  the 
stated  fair  which  was  then  held.  The  latter  was  regarded 
by  the  .garrison  as  an  aid,  fi*om  the  increase  of  numbers; 
but  inflamed  the  ardour  of  the  besiegers  on  the  score  of 
booty.  AntoniujS  ordered  his  men  to  take  combustibles^. 
and  set  fire  to  the  most  elegant  edifices  without  the  city; 
i£  peradventuxe,  the  inhabitants,  seeing  their  mansions  de- 
stroyed, would  be  induced  to  abandon  the  adverse  cause.  lu. 
the  houses  that  stood  near  the  walls,  of  a  height  to  overlook 
the  worksy  he  placed  the  bravest  of  his  troops;  and  from, 
those  stations  beams,  tiles  and  fire-brands  were  thrown  dowa 
to  drivd  the  defenders  of  the  walls  fix>m  their  posts. 

^  The  military  shell  was  so  pondensed,  that  the  darts  of  the  enemy 
pould  xnake  no  impression.  For  the  form  of  the  Testudo,  and  other 
warlike'engines  employed  in  sieges,  consult  Lucan,  iii.  474.  ~    ^ 

'  Josephus  says,  that  above  thirty  thousand  of  the  Yitelliani  were 

Sat  to  the  sword,  and  of  Vespasian's  anny  about  four  thousand  fiye 
undred.    De  Bello  Jud.  iv.  11. 
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31.  The  legions  undeir  Antonius  now^fottted  a  niilifcary 
shelly  while  the  rest  poufed  in  a  Yollej  of  stones  and  darts; 
when  the  spirit  of  the  hesieged  gradually  gare  way.  The 
men  highest  in  rank  were  willing  to  mak»  terms  for  them-^ 
selves,  lest,  if  Cremona  was  taken,  bj  storm,  they  should 
receive  no  quarter,  and  the  conquerors,  diisdaining  vulgar 
lives,  ^oi^d  &11  on  the  tribunes  and  eentiMions,  from  whom 
the  largest  booty  was  to  be  expeoted.  The  common  men,  "as 
usual,  careless  about  future  events^  and  safe  in  their  obscurity,, 
still  held  out  Boaming  about  the  streets,  or  lurking  inr 
private  houses,  they  did  not  sue  for  peace  even  when  they, 
had  given  up  the  contest.  The  principal  officers  took  dowi^ 
the  name  and  inuiges  of  Yitellius.  Csecina,  for  he  was  still* 
in  confinement,  they  released  from  his  fetters,  and  desired  his 
aid  in  pleading  their  cause  with  the  conqueror.     He  heard 

•  their  petition  with  disdain,  swelling  with  insolence,  whilei 
they  importime  him  with  tears;  the  last  stage  of  human 
misery,  when  so  mauy  brave  and  gallant  men  were  obliged 
to  sue  to  a  traitor  for  protection !  They  then  hung  out  froxxk 
the  walls  the  fillets  and  ba^es  of  supplicants.^  When  An^ 
tonius  ordered  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  garrison  brought 
out  their  eagles  and  standards;  a  mouruM  train  of  soldiers 
without  their  arms,  their  eyes  riveted  to  the  ground,  fol- 
lowed them.  The  conquerors  gathered  ro.und  them,  and  first 
heaped  reproaches  upon  them,  and  threatened  Science  to 
their  persons;  but  afterwards,  when  they  saw  the  passiveness 
with  which  they  received  the  insults,  and  that  the  vanquished^ 
abandoning  all  their  fbrmer  pride,  submitted  to  every  indig- 
nity, the  thought  occurred  that  these  very  men  lately  con^ 
quered  at  Bediiacum,  and  used  their  victory  with  moderation. 
But  when  Csecina  came  forth,  decorated  with  his  robes,  and 
preceded  by  his  lictors,  who  opened  a  way  for  him  through 
the  crowd,  the  indignation  of  the  victors  burst  into  a  flame<w 
They  reproached  him  for  his  pride,  his  crueltyi  and  even  foe 
his  treachery :  so  detested  is  villany.  Antonius  opposed  thQ* 
fury  of  his  men,  and  sent  him  under  escort  to  Vespasian..    . 

32.  Meanwhile,  the  common  people  of  Cr^nona,  in  the 
midst  of  so  many  soldiers,  were  subjected  to  grievous  oppre&r 
ttons,  and  were  in  dadoger  of  being  sdl  put  to  the  sword,  if  the 

*  The  diiiplay  of  clothee  and  saoerdotol  vestmentB  in  Hie  act  of  suing 
iDrpeaco  has  been,  mentioned,. Hast,  i  Se..         .  .  / 
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rage  of  the  soldieiy  had  not  been  assuaged  by  the  entreaties 
of  their  leaders.  Antonius  called  them  to  an  assembly,  vrhen 
he  spoke  of  the  conquerors  in  loffcy  terms,  and  of  the  Van- 
quished with  humanity;  of  Cremona  he  said  nothing  eithel* 
way.  But  the  army,  adding  to  their  love  of  plunder  an 
inveterate  aversion  to  the  people,  were  bent  on  the  extirpation 
of  the  inhabitants.  In  the  w&r  against  Otho  they  were  deemed 
the  abettors  of  Vitellius;  and  afterwards,  when  the  thirteenth 
legion  was  left  among  them  to  build  an  amphitheatre,  with 
the  usual  insolence  of  the  lower  orders  in  towns,  they  had 
assailed  them  with  offensive  ribaldry.  The  spectacle  of  gla- 
diators exhibited  there  by  Csecina  inflamed  the  animosity 
ligainst  the  people.  Their  city,  too,  was  now  for  the  second 
time  the  seat  of  war;  and,  in  the  heat  of  the  last  engagement, 
the  Vitellians  were  thence  supplied  with  refreshments ;  and 
some  of  their  women,  led  into  the  field  of  battle  by  their  • 
zeal  for  the  cause,  were  slain.  The  period,  too,  of  the  fair 
had  given  to  a  colony  otherwise  affluent  an  imposing  appear- 
ance of  accumulated  wealth.  Antonius,  by  his  fame  and 
brilliant  success,  eclipsed  all  the  other  commanders:  the 
attention  of  all  was  fixed  on  him  alone.  He  hastened  to  the 
baths  to  wash  off  the  blood;  and  on  observing  that  the 
water  was  not  hot  enough,  he  said  that  they  would  soon 
grow  hotter.  The  expression  was  caught  up:  a  casual  word 
among  slaves  had  the  effect  of  throwing  upon  him  the  whole 
odium  of  having  given  a  signal  for  setting  fire  to  Cremona, 
which  was  already  in  flames. 

33.  Forty  thousand  armed  men  had  poured  into  it.  The 
number  of  drudges  and  camp-followers  was  still  greater,  and 
more  abandoned  to  lust  and  cruelty.  Neither  age  nor  dignity 
served  as  a  protection;  deeds  of  lust  were  perpetrated  amidst 
scenes  of  carnage,  and  murder  was  added  to  rape.  Aged  men 
and  women  that  had  passed  their  prime,  and  who  were  useless 
as  booty,  were  made  the  objects  of  brutal  sport.  If  a  ma- 
ture maiden,  or  any  one  of  comely  appearance,  fell  in  their 
way,  after  being  torn  piecemeal  by  the  rude  hands  of  con- 
tending ruffians,  they  at  last  were  the  occasion  of  their 
turning  their  swords  against  each  other.  While  eagerly  car- 
rying off  money  or  massy  gold  from  the  temples,  they  were 
butchered  by  others  stronger  than  themselves.  Not  content 
with  the  treasures  that  lay  open  to  tkeir  view,  some  forced 
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tiie  owners  to  discoyer  their  hidden  wealth,  and  dig  up  their 
hurled  riches.  ISfumbers  carried  flaming  torches,  and,  as 
soon  as  they  had  brought  forth  their  booty,  in  their  wanton 
sport  set  the  gutted  houses  and  plundered  temples  on  fire. 
In  an  axmy  differing  in  language  and  manners,  composed  of 
Koman  citizensf,  allies,  and  foreign  auxiliaries,  all  the  divert 
sities  of  passions  were  exhibited.  Each  had  his  separate 
notions  of  right  and  wrong;  nor  was  anything  unJawfiiL 
Four  days  did  Cremona  minister  to  their  rapacity.  When 
everything  else,  sacred  and  profane,  was  levelled  in  the  con- 
flagration, the  temple  of  Mephitis^  alone  remained  standings 
outside  of  the  walls ;  saved  either  by  its  situation,  or  the 
influence  of  the  deity. 

34.  Such  was  the  fe-te  of  Cremona,' two  hundred  and 
eighty-six  years  from  its  foundation.  It  was  built  during 
the  consulship  of  Tiberius  Sempronius  and  Publius  Cornelius, 
at  the  time  when  Hannibal  threatened  an  irruption  into 
Italy,  as  a  bulwark  against  the  Gauls  inhabiting  beyond  the 
Po,  or  any  other  power  that  might  break  in  over  the  Alps, 
The  colony,  as  might  be  expected,  grew  and  flourished  in  the 
number  of  its  settlers,  from  the  contiguity  of  rivers,*  the  fer- 
tility of  its  soil,  from  alliances  and  intermarriages  with  the 
neighboimng  people;  never  having  suffered  from  foreign  wars, 
but  a  sad  sufferer  from  civil  dissensions.  Antonius,  shrinking 
from  the  infamy  of  this  horrible  transaction,  (for  the  detesta- 
tion it  excited  was  increasing,)  issued  an  edict,  forbidding  all 
manner  of  persons  to  detain  the  citizens  of  Cremona  as  pri-> 
soners  of  war.  At  the  same  time  the  booty  was  rendered 
valueless  by  a  resolution  adopted  throughout  Italy,  not  to 
purchase  the  captives  taken  on  that  occasion.  The  soldiers 
then  began  to  murder  them.  However,  when  this  was  known, 
the  prisoners  were  eagerly  ransomed  by  their  friends  and 
relations.  The  survivors  in  a  short  time  returned  to  Cremona, 
The  temples  and  public  places  were  rebuilt,  at  the  recom" 
mendation  of  Vespasian,  by  the  munificence  of  the  burgesses. 

35.  But  the  unwholesome  state  of  the  soil,  from  the  de- 
composed bodies,  soon  obliged  the  army  to  quit  its  position 
near  the  remains  of  the  entombed  city:  they  encamped  at 

s  Hephitifl  was  tlie  goddess  worshipped  in  all  places  tliat  sent  forth 
noxious  exhalations. 
'  The  Po,  the  Addua,  and  the  OgUo,  with  others  of  less  importance^ 


the  distoioe  of  diree  siileB.  Hi^e  Vitelliaii  soldiers,  ii^o  in 
their  panic  bad  fled  in  all  diteotioiiB,  were  brought  Imck,  md 
severally  enix)lled  in  Hmc  proper  CGmpsades;  and,  lest  t^ 
vanquished  legions  i^<mld  meditate  hostile  dasign%  t^  x^ivil 
war  being  not  yet  eistingaiBbed,  they  riviere  sent  into  dififeieiit 
parts  of  lUyriciiak  'To  ^x««ui  the  fantie  ef  Ye^asiaai's  ansos, 
messengers  were  despatobed  iato  Britain  aind  hadi  the  Spains. 
Juliets  Oaleni»,  one  of  l^e  txdbunes,  was  ^nt  into  Oani,  and 
Alpinus  MontanHSj  the  prs^ect  <^  a  cohort,  into  Oennany. 
The  former  was  by  hitth  apn  <^kiuan,  and  the  latter  a  native 
of  Treves,  be^  partisans  of  VitelMus,  and  for  that  leasott 
dhosen;  as  palpable  evidences  of  his  ddfet^  Care  was  also 
taken  to  secure  by  a  chain  of  posts  the  passes  over  ihe  Alps, 
as  Germany  was  supposed  to  be  arming  in  aid  of  YiteHius. 

36.  Vitelliufl,  in  a  few  days  after  Caolna  set  out  frcan 
Eome,  having  ;{»!evailed  on  Fabins  Valens  to  proceed  with 
the  war,  buried  aM  sense  and  appearance  of  alarm  in  excess 
and  revelry.  He  made  no  preparation  for  the  field,  n^leoted 
to  cheer  and  invigorate  ti^  soldiers  by  addresmng  them  and 
by  military  exercise,  nor  kept  himself  befbi«  the  eyes  of  the 
public ;  but,  hid  in  the  recess  of  his  gardens,  dismissed  from 
his  thoughts  equally  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  fhture; 
like  those  cold-blooded  animals  which,  while  they -are  supjdied 
with  food,  Ke  torpid  and  insensible.  While  thus  sunk  in 
sloth,  and  wasting  his  energies  in  the  grove  of  Aricinum,  the 
trea<iiery  of  Lucilius  Bassus,  and  the  revolt  of  the  fleet  at 
Ravenna,  smote  upon  his  ear.  In  a  short  time  after  arrived 
other  despatches,  by  whidi  he  learned,  with  mixed  emotions 
of  grief  and  joy,  the  perfidy  of  Osecina,  and  his  imprisonment 
by  the  soldiers.  In  a  mind  incapable  of  reflection,  the  joy 
absorbed  all  ideas  of  danger.  He  returned  to  Borne  in  the 
highest  exultation ;  and  having  extolled,  befMre  an  assembly 
of  the  people,  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  the  army,  he  ordered 
Publius  SabintLS,  the  prsefect  of  the  praetorian  guards  and  the 
intimate  fiiend  of  Ciecina,  to  be  taken  into  custody.  Alpbe- 
nus  Varus  succeeded  to  the  command. 

37.  Vitellius  next  addresBed  the  senate  in  a  speech  of 
istmdied  pomp^  and  the  feathers  extolled  him  in  a  strain  of 
refined  adulation.  Lucius  Vitellius  took  the  initiative  in  pro- 
nouncing a  vehement  censure  upon  Csecina.  After  him  the 
test  of  &e  senate;  with  weU-acted  indignation  that  a  consul 
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^ould  hare  abandoned  tiie  conmion^wealtli,  a  gen«ul  betrayed 
Idfi  prinoe,  and  a  friend,  loaded  ^itb  lionours  and  emolu- 
ments, sbonld  have  tamed  upon  his  bene&etor,  affecting  to 
lament  tbe  lot  t)f  Vitefiius,  m  fa<St  gave  utterance  to  the 
fiHgui^  they  felt  on  ^^eir  own  accounts.  Not  a  word  was 
said  by  any  one  against  tbe  leaders  of  Vespasian's  party :  tbe 
Tjcfnduct  of  Ite  armies  •vnm  bkmed  as  a  mistake  and  indi»- 
fjretion ;  while  the  name  of  Vespasian  was  evaded  with  cau* 
tious  and  studied  OTCumbctition.  To  complete  the  consul* 
«bfp  of  Oacina,  one  day  remained,  and  a  man  was  found  who, 
with  abject  servility,  sought  and  obtained  the  office,  while  the 
public  looked  with  infinite  contempt  and  derision  bot^  upon 
the  giver  and  "receiver.  On  the  day  before  the  calends  of 
Ncfvember,  Roaus  Regnlus  entered  upon  the  office  and  re- 
signed it.  It  was  observed  by  men  versed  in  the  history  of 
iheir  country,  that  no  instance  bad  ever  occurred  of  a  new 
consul  <5reated  before  the  office  was  declared  vacant  in  due 
eeurse  of  law.  Oawinius  Hebilus,  it  is  true,  bad  been  consul 
for  one  -day  when  Julius  C«sar  was  dictator,  and  when  every* 
thing  was  done  to  expedite  the  reward  of  services  rendered  in 
the  civil  war.» 

S8.  The  death  of  Junius  Blcesus  became  at  this  time  pub- 
licly known,  and  engrossed  the  conversation  of  all  ranks  of 
men.  It  happened  that  Viteilius,  confined  by  serious  illnesd 
in  the*  gardens  of 'Servilius,  saw,  in  the  night-time,  a  tower  in 
the  neighbouibood  gaily  illuminated.  He  inquired  the  reason; 
aud  was  told  that  Oeeciua  Tuscus  gave  an  entertainment  to  a 
party  of  his  friends,  amongst  whom  Junius  Bleesus  was  the 
meet  distinguisfced.  The  Sumptuous  preparations,  And  the 
mirth  of  the  company,  were  described  with  every  circum- 
stance of  exaggeration.     The  creatures  of  the  court  did  not 

*  The  consulship  in  the  time  of  the  republic  was  an  annual  office ;  hut 
Julins  Csesar  shortened  the  duration  ctf  the  appointment,  and  advanced 
neveral  to  the  dignil^  within  the  year.  He  was  himself  sole  consul^ 
Ba  46  :  he  resigned  in  favour  of  Fabius  Maximus  and  Gains  Treboniizs 
^epoa.  The  former  dying  on  the  very  last  day  of  the  year,  he  appointed 
CaniniuB  Rebilus  to  fill  the  remaining  space.  Cicero  laughs  at  th^ 
flhort-lived  dignity.  In  that  consulship,  he  says,  no  man  had  time  t^ 
4mej  and  bo  kind  df  misofaief  happened.  The  ooneul  was  a  man  of  m 
Ba<^  vigilance,  tiiiat  he  did  not  aUow  himself  a  wink  of  sleep :  "  Caai^ 
'bio  oovuBule,  acito  neminem  prandisse ;  nihil  tamen,  eo  consule,  maH 
lactam  est.  Fuit  enim  mirifica  vi^lantia,  qui  suo  consulatu  somnum 
non  viderit.'*^— Oic«ro  dd  Familiares,  vii.  80. 
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fail  to  impute  it  as  a  crime  to  Tuscus  and  Ids  guests,  but  to 
Blaesus  with  peculiar  virulence,  that  they  -chose  their  time  for 
revelling  when  the  prince  was  indisposed.  When  the  men 
who  msie  it  their  business  to  pry  into  the  humours  of  princes 
perceived  that  Yitellius  was  offended,  and  that  the  ruin  of 
Blsesus  might  be  easily  accompHshed,  the  task  of  managing 
the  information  was  assigned  to  Lucius  Yitellius.  Being  him- 
self stained  with  every  vice,  in  the  spirit  of  unprincipled 
rivalry  he  hated  Bl89sus  because  of  the  superiority  which  his 
unblemished  character  gave  him;  and,  clasping  the  emperor's 
son  in  his  arms,  he  entered  the  prince's  chamber,  and  fell 
down  at  his  knees.  Yitellius  asked  him  the  cause  of  his  per* 
turbation.  **  It  is  not  from  any  fears  for  myself,"  he  replied, 
"  nor  from  anxiety  on  my  own  accoimt,  but  in  behalf  of  a 
brother,  and  the  children  of  a  brother,  that  I  come  with 
prayers  and  tears.  From  Yespasian  we  have  nothing  to  fear: 
the  numerous  German  legions  and  provinces,  by  their  valour 
and  fidelity,  and  vast  tracts  of  sea  and  land,  prevent  his 
approach.  The  enemy  to  be  dreaded  is  in  the  city  of  Kome— 
in  your  bosom.  Proud  of  his  descent  from  Mark  Antony 
and  the  Junian  family,  he  affects  to  be  connected  with  the 
imperial  line,  and,  by  caresses  and  a  style  of  magnificence, 
fendeavours  to  conciliate  to  himself  the  affections  of  the 
soldiers.  Upon  this  man  all  eyes  are  fixed.  Yitellius,  in  the 
meantime,  neglecting  at  once  his  enemies  and  his  friends, 
cherishes  in  his  bosom  a  treacherous  rival,  who  from  the 
banqueting-table  beheld  with  joy  the  suflferings  of  his  sove- 
reign. But  for  his  ill-timed  mirth  he  must  be  repaid  with  a 
night  of  mourning  and  sorrow;  that  he  may  know  that 
Yitellius  lives  and  reigns,  and,  if  anything  should  happen  to 
him,  that  he  has  a  son." 

39.  Yitellius  balanced  for  some  time,  with  nervous  agi* 
tation,  between  the  horrible  deed  and  hh  apprehensions  for 
himself  By  deferring  the  death  of  Bkssus  he  might  accele- 
rate his  own  ruin,  and  to  give  public  orders  for  it  would 
bring  upon  him  a  storm  of  indignation.  He  resolved,  there* 
fore,  to  despatch  him  by  poison.'  He  added  to  the  evidence 
that  he  was  the  author  of  that  execrable  villany,  by  the 
satisfaction  he  so  conspicuously  displayed  in  going  to  see 
Bbdsus ;  nay,  Yitellius  was  heard  to  utter  an  expression  of 
1  Compare  Suetonius,  Life  of  Yitelliu8|  s,  14« 
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the  most  ferocious  ohataoter,  in  which,  for  I  will  relate  the 
very  wordjs,  he  gloried  in  having  feasted  his  eyes  with  the 
ai^t  of  an  expiring  enemy.  Blscsus,  to  dignity  of  birth,  and 
elegance  of  manner,  united  unshaken  fidelity;  and  even  be- 
fore a  blow  had  been  struck,  when  Csecina  and  other  chiefs 
of  the  party,  beginning  to  despise  Vitellius,  endeavoured  to 
seduce  him,  he  was  proof  against  all  temptation;  incorruptible, 
unambitious,  seeking  no  sudden  elevation  whatever,  much 
less  aiming  at  the  sovereignty,  he  hardly  escaped  being 
deemed  worthy  of  the  succession. 

40.  Meanwhile  Fabius  Yalens,  proceeding  with  a  numerous 
and  effeminate  train  of  concubines  and  eunuchs,  with  little 
of  the  spirit  of  a  general  ^oing  to  a  war,  received  intelligence 
of  the  treachery  of  Lucilius  Bassus,  and  the  defection  of  the 
fleet  at  Eavenna.  Had  he  then  pushed  on  with  vigour,  he 
might  have  joined  Caecina,  while  still  undecided;  or  have 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  legions  before  they  came  to  a 
decisive  action;  and  there  were  some  who  advised  him  that, 
with  a  few  faithful  attendants,  avoiding  the  road  to  Eavenna, 
he  should,  through  private  ^vays,  go  direct  to  Hostilia,  or 
Cremona.  Others  pressed  him  to  bring  into  the  field  the 
prsotorian  bands  from  Rome,  and  force  his  way  to  the  Vitelliaa 
army.  But  the  time  was  lost  in  fruitless  deliberation.  The 
posture  of  afiairs  called  for  vigour,  but  Valens  remained 
irresolute  and  inactive.  In  the  end,  rejecting  both  plans,  he 
chose  a  middle  course, — ^in  pressing  emergencies  always  the  ^^ 
most  pernicious ;  neither  acting  with  the  degree  of  courage  > 
or  caution  which  the  occasion  required. 

41.  He  sent  despatches  to  Yitellius  for  aid,  and  was  soon 
after  joined  by  three  cohorts  and  a  squadron  of  horse  from 
Britain ;  a  number  too  great  to  steal  a  march,  and  too  weak 
to  open  a  passage  through  an  enemy's  country.  Not  even  in 
this  perilous  juncture  was  the  character  of  Yalens  unstained 
-with  the  in&my  of  rushing  perforce  into  forbidden  pleasures 
and  polluting  the  houses  of  his  hosts  with  adulteries  and 
rapes.  He:  was  backed  by  power,  had  money  at  command, 
and  was  impelled  by  that  recklessness  of  irregular  appetite 
which  marks  the  last  stage  of  falling  foi*tune.  He  was  no 
sooner  joined  by  the  foot  and  cavalry  sent  by  Yitellius, 
than  he  saw,  too  late,  the  folly  of  his  measures  ;  for  with  so 
small  a  force,  supposing  the  men  devoted  to  Yitellius,  he 

TAG. — VOL.  II.  M 
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could  not  hope  to  penetrate  through  the  adverse  army;  nor 
had  they  brought  with  them  a  fidelity  unimpeached.  Shame, 
however,  and  respect  for  the  genersd  under  whose  eye  they: 
were,  deterred  them  for  awhile ;  but  those  restraints  could 
not  long  act  upon  men  fired  with  the  love  of  daring  enter- 
prise, and  reckless  of  character.  Yakns,  alarmed  at  this 
state  of  things,  ordered  the  cohorts  to  advance  to  Ariminum, 
and  the  allied  cavahy  to  bring  up  the  rear;  himself,  with  a 
few  adherents  whom  adversity  had  not  seduced,  directing  hia 
course  to  Umbria,  and  thence  to  Etruria;  where,  hearing  for 
the  fii*st  time  of  the  defeat  at  Cremona,  he  conceived  a  de- 
sign of  a  bold  character,  and  which,  had  it  been  carried  outy 
must  have  produced  the  most  serioift  results;  it  was  to  seize 
the  ships  on  the  coast,  and  bear  away  to  some  part  or  other 
of  Narbon  Gaul, — ^rouse  the  provinces  of  Gaid,  the  armies 
stationed  there,  and  the  various  German  nations,  and  thus 
kindle  a  new  war. 

42.  The  departure  of  Valens  throwing  the  garrison  of 
Ariminum  into  consternation,  Cornelius  Fuscus.  advanced  his 
army  to  the  place,  and  stationing  his  light  galleys  at  the 
nearest  point  of  the  shores,  invested  it  by  sea  and  land.  His 
forces  spread  themselves  over  the  plains  of  Umbria,  and  the 
territory  of  Picenum,  where  it  is  washed  by  the  Adriatic; 
and  all  Italy  was  now  divided  between  Vespasian  and  Vitellius 
by  the  Apennine  mountains.  Valens  embarked  at  the  port 
of  Pisa,*  but  being  becalmed,  or  meeting  with  contrary  winds, 
was  compelled  to  put  in  at  the  port  of  Hercules  Monsecus.' 
Marius  Maturus,  the  governor  of  the  maritime  Alps,  was  then 
in  the  neighboiu:hood;  a  man  attached  to  Vitellius,  and  who, 
though  the  country  round  espoused  the  oppo^te  interest,  had 
not  yet  renounced  his  oath  of  allegiance  to  him.  He  received 
Valens  courteously,  and  by  his  advice  deterred  him  from 
rashly  making  an  attempt  on  the  coast  of  Narbon  Gaul ;  he 
also  considered  that  the  fidelity  of  his  followers  was  weakened 
by  their  fears;  for  Valerius  Paulinus,  the  procurator,  an 
active  and  experienced  officer,  and  before  his  elevation  de- 
voted to  Vespasian,  had  brought  the  snrroundiiig  states  to 
swear  allegiance  to  him. 

43.  Paulinus  having  gathered  round  him  all  those  who 

*  Sinus  Pisanus,  now  tte  Gulf  of  Piaa, 
' '  PortuB  Herctdis  Monaeci,  now  called  Mcmaoo. 
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haying  been  disbanded  by  VitelHus  eeoloiisly  entered  upon 
the  war,  secured  with  a  garrison  the  colony  of  Forojulium, 
which  commanded  the  sea,  having  the  greater  weight  and 
influence  as  he  was  a  native  of  the  colony,  and  honoured  by 
the  prsBtorian  bands,  of  which  he  had  formerly  been  a  tribune. 
The  inhabitants  themselves,  too,  from  a  natural  partiality  for 
their  townsman,  and  the  hope  of  future  advancement,  enrolled 
themselves  in  fevour  of  the  cause.  When  these  proceedings; 
now  placed  upon  a  secure  footing,  and  magnified  by  the  voice 
of  fimie,  were  currently  reported  among  the  ViteUians,  whose 
minds  were  already  unsettled,  Fabius  Yalens  returned  to  his 
ships,  taMng  with  him  |biur  select  pradtorians,  three  friends, 
and  as  many  centurions,  leaving  Maturus  and  the  rest  free 
to  Btay  where  they  were,  and  join  the  party  of  Vespasian. 
But  tifiough  the  open  sea  was  safer  than  the  shore  or  the 
adjacent  cities,  yet  perplexed  as  to  his  future  course,  and 
rather  seeing' what  was  to  be  avoided  than  where  he  could 
repose  confidence,  he  was  thrown  by  adverse  winds  on  the 
islandB  called  the  StsBchades,  near  Marseilles,  where  some 
light-armed  galleys,  sent  by  Paulinus,  surprised  and  took 
him. 

44.  Valens  being  captured,  the  whole  force  of  the  empire  was 
transferred  to  increase  the  resources  of  the  victor.  In  Spain,  the 
first  legion,  called  Adjutrix,  which,  from  respect  for  the  memory 
of  Otho,  was  incensed  against  Vitellius,  led  the  way,  and  was 
followed  by  the  tenth  and  sixth  legions.  The  Gauls  hesitated 
not  The  well-known  partiality  to  Vespasian,  who  had  com- 
manded the  second '  legion  by  the  appointment  of  Claudius, 
and  had  acquired  fame  in  the  war  in  that  quarter,  had  the 
effect  of  attaching  Britain  to  his  interest,  though  not  without 
an  effort  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  legions,  in  which  a  con- 
siderable number  of  centurions  and  soldiers,  who  had  been 
promoted  by  Vitellius,  felt  reluctant  to  desert  a  prince  to- 
whom  they  were  bound  by  ties  of  gratitude. 

45.  In  consequence  of  this  dissension,  and  the  frequent 
rumours  of  civil  war,  the  Britons  coneeived  ideas  of  indepen- 
dence at  the  instance  of  Venutius,  who,  in  addition  to  his  own 
natural  ferocity,  and  an  antipathy  to  the  Roman  name,  waa 
stimulated  by  the  motives  of  personal  hostility  to  Cartisman- 
dua,  queen  of  the  Brigantes,  who  possessed  great  influence 
from  her  high  descent,  and  which  grew  still  greater  when,  after 

m2 


164  THE   HISTORY.  [b.  IU. 

Caractacus^  had  been  treacherously  seized,  she  'was  though 
to  have  embellished  the  triumph  of  Claudius  CsBsar.     This 

'  led  to  wealth  and  the  dissipation  that  waits  upon  prosperity. 

j  Shunning  Venutius  her  husband,  she  made  Vellocatus,  lus 
armour-bearer,  the  partner  of  her  throne  and  bed.  By  that 
flagitious  act  the  power  of  her  house  was  shaken  to  its  founda- 
tion. The  discarded  husband  had  the  people  on  his  side, 
while  the  adulterer  was  supported  by  the  unchaste  passion 
and  the  ferocious  disposition  of  the  queen.  Venutius,  there- 
fore, having  drawn  together  a  body  of  auxiliaries,  and  being 
aided  by  the  defection  of  the  Brigantians  themselves,  reduced 
Cartismandua  to  the  last  extremity.  She  then  invoked  the 
protection  of  the  Bomans,  who  sent  some  cohorts  and  squad- 
rons of  horse  to  her  relief.  Several  battles  ensued,  with 
various  success.     The  queen,  however,  was  rescued  from  im- 

;  pending  danger.     The  kingdom  was  restored  to  Venutius, 

''^  and  the  Bomans  found  themselves  involved  in  a  war. 

46.  About  the.  same  time,  Germany  was  up  in  arms,  from 
the  seditious  spirit  of  the  legions,  and  the  sluggish  inactivity 
of  the  commanders.  By  the  treachery  of  the  states  in  al- 
liance, and  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  the  interests  of  the 
empire  were  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  Of  this  war,  with 
its  causes  and  issues,  I  shall  hereafter  give  an  account,*  for  it 
ran  out  to  a  considerable  length.  Commotions  about  the  same 
time  broke  out  amongst  the  Dacians,  a  people  never  to  be  relied 
on ;  and,  since  the  legions  were  withdrawn  from  Moosia,  there 
was  no  force  to  awe  them.  They,  however,  watched  in  silence 
the  first  movements  of  affairs.  But  when  they  heard  that 
Italy  was  in  a  blaze  of  war,  and  that  all  the  inhabitants  were 
in  arms  against  each  other,  they  stormed  the  winter-quarters 
of  !the  cohorts  and  the  cavalry,  and  made  themselves  masters 
of  both  banks  of  the  Danube.  They  then  prepared  to  raze 
the  camp  of  the  legions,  when  Mucianus  sent  the  sixth  legion 
to  check  them,  having  heard  of  the  victory  at  Cremona,  and 
lest  a  formidable  foreign  force  should  invade  Italy  on  both 
sides,  the  Dacia.ns  and  the  Germans  making  eruptions  in 
opposite  quarters.  On  this,  as  on  many  other  occasions, 
fortune  &voured  the  Bomans  in  bringing  Mucianus  and-  the 

*  For  CaractacuB,  and  Cartismandua,  queen  of  the  Brigantes,  see 
Annals,  xii.  82  to  86. 

'  The  war  with  Civilis,  the  Batavian  *  for  which  see  Hist.  iv.  12. 
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forces  of  the  East  into  that  quarter^  and  also  in  that  we  had 
settled  matters  at  Cremona  in  the  very  nick  of  time.  Fonteius 
Agrippa,*  from  Asia,  where  he  had  governed  for  a  year  with 
proconsular  authority,  was  now  appointed  to  command  in 
MoBsia,  with  the  addition  of  some  Vitellian  soldiers,  whom  it 
was  politic  and  desirable,  with  a  view  to  peace,  to  disperse 
through  the  provinces,  and  occupy  with  foreign  wars. 

47.  The  rest  of  the  provinces  were  by  no  means  free  from 
commotion.  A  barbarian  slave,  who  had  formerly  com- 
manded the  royal  fleet,  had  suddenly  kindled  the  flame  of 
war  in  Pontus.  His  name  was  Anicetus,  a  freed-man  of 
Polemon,'  high  in  power  at  one  time,  but  now  that  the  king- 
dom was  turned  into  a  Eoman  province,  impatient  of  the 
change.  Having,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  Vitellius  pre- 
vailed upon  the  nations  bordering  on  Pontus  to  join  him,  and 
by  the  hope  of  plunder  attracted  to  his  standard  all  who  were 
plunged  in  poverty,  he  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  force 
not  to  be  despised,  with  which  he  made  a  sudden  assault  upon 
Trapezus,'  a  city  celebrated  from  of  old,  and  founded  by 
Grecians  at  the  extremity  of  the  Pontic  coast.  A  cohort, 
formerly  a  royal  garrison,  was  put  to  the  sword  there.  They 
liad  subsequently  received  the  privilege  of  Eoman  citizens, 
and,  from  that  time,  used  the  arms  and  banners  of  Home, 
still  retaining  the  indolent  and  dissolute  habits  of  the  Greeks. 
He  also  set  fire  to  the  fleet,  as  he  had  it  all  his  own  way  by 
sea,  the  best  of  the  light  galleys,  and  all  his  troops,  by  order 
of  Mucianus,  being  stationed  at  Byzantium.  Nay,  even  the 
barbarians  scoured  the  sea  with  perfect  composure,  in  vessels 
constructed  in  an  offhand  manner,  which  they  call  camarse, 
the  ffldes  of  which  are  brought  near  together,  with  broad 
bottoms,  and  joined  together  without  fastenings  of  brass  or 
iron.*     In  a  tempestuous  sea,  they  raise  the  sides  with  addi- 

^  According  to  JosephuB,  Fonteius  Agrippa  was  afterwards  murdered 
by  the  SarmatianB.    BelL  Jud.  vii.  4. 

^  Polemon  was  made  king  of  Pontus  by  Caligula,  and,  after  his 
death,  the  kingdom  was  changed  by  Nero  into  a  Roman  province. 
Suetonius,  Life  of  Kero,  s.  18. 

•  Now  Trebizonde. 

*  The  use  of  these  was  very  ancient,  and  is  mentioned  by  Strabo 
(xi.  p.  496),  who  also  calls  them  KOfidpas.  They  were  so  light,  that  the 
barbarians  could  carry  them  on  their  shoulders,  and  traverse  woods 
and  forests  without  being  fatigued  with  their  load.    The  Indians  of 
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tional  planks  in  proportion  to  the  aweU  of  the  waves,  till  the 
vessel  is  covered  over  like  a  roof;  thus  they  roll  about  amidst 
the  billows,  since  having  a  prow  at  either  extremity  alike,  and 
the  steerage  convertible,  it  makes  no  dif^rence  to  them,  and 
is  unattended  with  danger  to  row  in  one  direation  or  the 
other. 

48.  Vespasian  thought  the  affair  of  sufiGicient  moment  to 
send  a  detachment  of  the  legions  under  the  command  of 
Yirdius  Geminus,  an  officer  of  imdoubted  experience.  He 
came  up  with  the  barbarians  as  they  were  roaming  in  disorder 
on  the  shore  from  their  eager  pursuit  of  prey,  and  forced 
them  to  fly  to  their  boats.  Having  rapidly  constructed  a 
number  of  galleys,  he  overtook  Anicetus  in  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Cohibus,*  now  shielded  by  the  aid  of  the  king  of  the 
Sedocbezans,  having,  by  money  and  presents,  purchased  the 
friendship  of  that  prfaice.  The  king  at  first  protected  him  by 
threats  and  arms;  but  finding  that  he  must  ehooae  between 
the  price  of  treason  or  wai*,  with  the  usual  treachery  of  bar- 
barians, having  struck  a  bargain  for  the  blood  of  Anicetus,  he 
surrendered  his  suppliants,  and  thus  ended  the  Servile  War. 
Rejoiced  at  this  success,  and  while  everything  was  prospering 
beyond  his  hopes,  an  account  of  the  victory  at  Cremona 
reached  him  in  Egypt.  He  proceeded  with  the  greater  speed 
to  Alexandria,  that,  as  Yitellius  could  no  longer  keep  the 
field,  he  might  distress  the  capital,  dependent  as  it  was  on 
foreign  supplies,  by  femine.  With  this  view  he  also  purposed 
by  land  and  sea  to  invade  Africa^  which  lay  on  the  same  side, 
in  order  to  cause  famine  and  dissensions  by  stopping  the 
supplies  of  provisions. 

49.  While  the  imperial  dignity  was  passing  into  oth^ 
hands  by  this  revolution  in  every  part  of  the  world,  Antonius 
conducted  himself  after  the  affair  of  Cremona  with  anything 
but  his  wonted  honesty;  whether  it  was  that  he  considered 
that  he  had  done  the  business  of  the  war,  and  that  what  re- 
mained required  no  effort,  or  that  prosperity  called  forth  the 
pride,  avarice^  and  other  latent  vices  of  his  nature.      He 

America,  and  the  Greenlanders,  have  boats  bound  together  with  twigs 
and  osiers,  without  the  use  of  brass  or  iron. 

^  The  river  Cohibus,  Brotier  says,  ought  to  be  called  Cobmn,  bemg 
the  same  mentioned  by  the  elder  Pliny,  lib.  vi.  4 :  "  Flumen  Cobum 
e  Caucaso  per  Suanos  fluens."    It  discharges  itself  into  the  Euiisa 
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ramped  over  Italy  as  a  conquered  country;  caressed  the 
soldiers,'  as  if  they  were  his  own;  by  all  his  words  and  actions 
sought  to  build  up  his  own  power;  and,  to  tincture  the 
soldiers  with  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  gave  to  the  legions 
the  disposal  of  shun  centurions'  commissions.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  most  turbulent  were  elected ;  the  soldiers 
were  uo  longer  under  the  control  of  the  generals,  but  the 
generals  were  carried  away  by  the  violence  of  the  soldiery. 
This  spirit,  destructive  of  all  subordinaticxi  and  discipline,  he 
soon  made  instrumental  to  purposes  of  plunder,  not  enter- 
taining the  least  awe  of  Mucianus,  who  was  approaching ;  a 
conduct  more  disastrous  in  its  consequences,  than  to  have 
slighted  Vespasian. 

50.  To  proceed :  the  winter  coming  on,  and  the  country 
being  inundated  by  the  Po,  the  army  was  obliged  to  march 
lightly  equipped.  The  eagles  and  banners  of  the  victorious 
legions,  with  the  old,  the  wounded,  and  numbers  even  in  full 
vigour,  were  left  at  Yerona.  The  cohorts  and  cavalry,  with 
a  select  detachment  from  the  legions,  were  thought  sufEcient 
for  a  war  already  extinguished.  The  eleventh  legion,  at  first 
hesitating,  but  since  the  turn  of  afiOairs  regretting  that  they 
bad  no  share  in  the  victory,  had  joined  them,  accompaaiied 
by  six  thousand  Dalmatians^  newly  levied;  the  whole  led  by 
Poppnus  Silvanus,  a  man  of  consular  rank,  but  virtually 
commanded  by  Annius  Bassus,  general  of  the  legion.  Silva- 
nus, a  supine  and  spiritless  character,  who  wasted  in  talking 
the  time  that  called  for  enterprise  was  ruled  by  Bassus, 
imder  the  semblance  of  submission,  and  wherever  there  was 
anything  to  be  done,  Bassus  aided  with  unostentatious  energy. 
To  this  body  of  forces  was  added  the  flower  of  the  marines 
from  the  fleet  at  Bavenna,  who  desired  to  act  as  legionary 
soldiers.  The  Dalmatians  supplied  their  place  in  the  fleet 
The  army  and  generals  halted  at  the  temple  of  Fortune,^ 
being  undetermined  about  their  plan  of  operations;  as  they 
had  heard  that  the  prastorian  cohorts  were  on  their  march 
£x>m  Rome,  and  the  passes  over  the  Apennine  were  supposed 
to  be  occupied.  They  were  also  themselves  alarmed  at  the 
scarcity  of  provisions,  in  a  country  laid  waste  by  war;  and 
at  the  fierce  clamours  of  the  soldiers  demanding  the  donative 

'^  Fanum  Fortunse,  now  Fano,  a  port  town  of  Urbiao^  on  the  Adriatic 
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for  nails.*  They  had  made  no  provision  for  money  or  food  j 
while  the  imprudence  and  greediness  of  the  soldiers^  who 
seized  and  devoured  what  might  have  served  if  dealt  out  to 
them,  precluded  all  management. 

51.  I  find  firom  historians  of  the  highest  note,  that  the 
victorious  army  exhibited  such  an  indifference  to  the  distinc- 
tion between  what  is  permitted  and  what  is  forbidden^  that  a 
common  horse-soldier  made  a  merit  of  having  killed  his 
brother  in  the  late  battle,  and  solicited  a  reward  from  the 
generals.  And  while  the  law  of  nature  forbade  them  to  give 
honorary  rewards  to  that  act  of  blood,  the  policy  of  the  war 
they  were  engaged  in  prevented  their  punishing  it  Under  a 
pretence  that  he  had  earned  ampler  rewards  thian  they  could 
bestow  on  the  moment,  they  adjourned  the  business,  and 
history  has  not  recorded  anything  more.  In  former  civil 
wars,  however,  a  similar  horror  had  occurred.  In  the  battle 
with  Cinna  at  the  Janiculum,'  a  man  of  Pompey's  party  (as 
Sisenna  relates)  slew  his  brother,  and  forthwith,  on  discovering 
the  dire  fact,  dispatched  himself:  so  true  it  is,  that  in  ancient 
times  men  not  only  were  more  prompt  in  honouring  virtue, 
but  also  felt  a  keener  remorse  for  crimes  than  now.  But 
these  and  other  transactions,  fetched  from  the  records  of  past 
ages,  we  shall  call  to  mind  whenever  opportunities,  circum- 
stances,  and  situations  require  examples  of  virtue,  or  solace 
under  instances  of  turpitude. 

52.  Antonius  and  the  principal  officers  judged  it  prudent 
to  send  forward  the  cavalry,  and  explore  every  part  of  Um- 
bria,  to  find,  if  possible,  a  place  of  moderate  acclivity  over 
the  Apennine.  In  the  meantime,  the  troops  left  behind  at 
Verona  were  ordered  to  advance  with  the  eagles  and  stand- 
ards. Measures  were  also  taken  to  have  a  plentiful  supply 
of  provision-ships  on  the  sea  and  on  the  Po.  Some  of  the 
chiefs  sought  occasions  for  delay  from  time  to  time  :  for  An- 
tonius had  now  become  insupportable;  and  they  had  more 

*  Clavariwn  was  a  donative  granted  to  the  soldiers,  to  enable  them 
to  purchase  nails  for  their  shoes.  In  like  manner,  the  donative  for 
shoes  was  called  caleearium.    Suetonius,  Life  of  Vespasian,  s.  8. 

^  A  hill  at  Bome^  but  not  one  of  the  seven;  now  called  Monte  Oiaai- 
colo,  and  more  commonly  Montorio.  The  story  of  a  soldier  killing  hia 
brother  in  battle,  and  on  the  discovery  dispatching  himself,  is  told  by 
Valerius  Maximus,  v.  5.  4,  but  attributed  to  a  soldier  under  SertoriusL. 
See  Livy's  Epitome,  lib.  Izziz. 
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raison  to  hope  from  MUcianus,  who  saw  with  a  jealous  eye 
the  rapid  success  of  Autouius,  and  concluded  that  if  he  did 
not  arrive  in  time  to  enter  Borne  with  the  victorious  army, 
he  would  have  no  share  in  the  operations  or  gloiy  of  the  war. 
Ho  therefore  wrote  to  Varus  and  Antonius  in  dark,  ambiguous 
I  terms;  som^fcimes  descanting  on  the  necessity  of  despatch^ 
and  then  on  the  advantages  of  caution ;  and  with  such  studied 
art,  that  according  to  events  he  might  assume  the  merit  of 
I  suGcesSy  and  throw  the  blame  of  &ilure  on  others.  To  hia 
I  intimate  friends,  and  in  particular  Plotius  Griphus/  lately 
raised  by  Vespasian  to  ihe  rank  of  senator,  and  the  command 
of  a  legion,  he  gave  less  equivocal  instructions.  The  answers 
which  he  received  from  all  these  were  accommodated  to  his 
wishes,  and  reflected  on  the  rashness  of  Varus  and  Antonius. 
These  letters  Mucianus  forwarded  to  Vespasian,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  measures  and  achievements  of  Antonius  were 
not  estimated  as  he  had  hoped. 

53.  Antonius  was  indignant,  and  imputed  to  Mucianus  the 
guilt  of  causing  his  heroic  acts  to  be  lightly  deemed  of  by  his 
calumnies;  nor  did  he  refrain  from  speaking  his  mind,  for  he 
had  no  control  over  his  tongue,  and  had  no  idea  of  submis- 
sion. He  wrote  a  letter  to  Vespasian,  in  a  style  more  arro- 
gant than  became  one  addressing  a  prince,  and  not  without 
disparaging  insinuations  against  Mucianus.  '^  It  was  by  An- 
tonius that  the  legions  in  Pannonia  were  excited  to  a  revolt ; 
by  him  the  leaders  in  Moesia  were  inspirited;  by  his  firmness 
the  Alps  were  forced,  Italy  seized,  saxd  the  succours  from 
Germany  and  Eheetia  cut  off.  That  his  having  discomfited 
the  legions  of  Vitellius,  when  separated  and  disunited  among 
themselves,  by  a  storm  of  horse,  and  then  pressed  them  with 
the  foot-force  for  a  night  and  day,  was  an  exploit  of  the  most 
brilliant  kind,  and  accomplished  by  him.  The  calamity  of 
Cremona  was  attributable  to  the  nature  of  the  war:  that 
former  civil  dissensions  had  stood  the  state  in  greater  losses — 
the  razing  of  more  cities.  That  he  served  his  emperor  in  war, 
not  by  messages  and  epistles,  but  by  his  arm  and  his  sword. 
Nor  did  he  mean  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  those  who  in 
the  meantime  managed  matters  in  Asia :  they  had  the  task 
of  maintaining  tranquillity  in  Moesia,  he  of  preserving  and 

*  PlotiuB  Griphus  wa*  one  of  the  friends  of  Statina  the  poetj  as 
appears  from  a  poem  in  the  SyWss  (lib.  iv.),  inscribed  to  him. 
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protecting  Italy.  Spain  and  Gaul,  the  most  potent  force  in 
the  world,  were  hj  his  influence  drawn  pver  to  Vespasian. 
But  his  eflforts  had  been  vain,  if  those  only  who  partook  not 
in  the  danger  obtained  its  rewards."  These  proceedings  did  not 
escape  Mucianus:^  and  thence  a  deadly  feud  between  them; 
on  the  part  of  Antomu%  carried  on  witii  openness;  on  that  of 
Mucianus,  covertly,  and,  for  that  reason,  the  more  implacably. 
54.  Yitellius,  aiter  the  overthrow  of  his  army  at  Cremona, 
suppressing  the  news,  by  that  shallow  attempt  to  conceal  the 
&ct  delayed  the  remedy  rather  than  postponed  the  disease. 
For  unquestionably,  had  he  admitted  the  mischief  and  taken 
counsel  upon  it,  he  had  resources  and  means  in  abundance; 
when,  on  the  contrary,  he  pretended  that  all  was  prosperous 
his  case  grew  worse  &om  the  disguise.  A  marvellous  silence 
about  the  war  was  observed  in  his  presence;  the  citizens  of 
Eome  were  forbid  to  talk  about  it,  and  for  that  reason  the 
more  did  so;  and  those  who,  had  there  been  no  restraint, 
would  have  stated  only  the  truth,  circulated  exaggerated 
accounts  because  they  were  commanded  to  keep  silence.  Nor 
did  the  chiefs  of  the  advevse  party  omit  anytMng  that  could 
extend  the  &.me  of  their  victory.  The  spies  that  fell  into 
their  hands  were  led  round  the  camp,  and,  after  seeing  the 
strength  of  the  conquerors,  sent  back.  Yitellius  examined 
them  aU  in  private,  and  then  ordered  them  to  be  put  to 
death.  A  singular  proof  of  magnanimity  was  given  by  a  cen- 
turion, named  Julius  Agrestis,  who  having  in  several  inter- 
views tried  in  vain  to  rouse  Vitelhus  to  exertion,  obtained 
leave  to  go  in  person  to  view  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and 
see  the  real  condition  of  Cremona.  Nor  did  he  try  to  escape 
the  notice  of  Antonius  by  secret  observation,  but  avowed  tie 
emperor's  orders  and  his  own  resolution,  and  requested  to  see 
everything.  Persons  were  sent  to  show  him  the  Add  of  battle, 
the  ruins  of  Cremona,  and  the  legions  that  had  laid  down  their 
arms.  He  returned  to  Yitellius.  The  emperor,  denying  the 
truth  of  his  intelligence,  and  actually  charging  him  with 
treachery,  he  said,  "  Since  some  great  and  decisive  proof  is 
necessary,  and  since  neither  my  life  nor  death  can  now  be  of 
any  use,  I  will  give  you  convincing  evidence.'*  And  having 
thus  spoken,  retired  and  sealed  his  assertions  by  voluntary 
death.  Some  historians  say  he  was  slain  by  order  of  Yitellius^ 
agreeing  in  the  account  of  his  fidelity  and  magnanimity. 
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55,  Yitellius,  as  though  roused  from  sleep,  ordered  Julius 
Priscns  and  Alphenus  Varus,  with  fourteen  prsatorian  cohorts, 
and  all  the  squadrons  of  cayalry,  to  guard  the  passes  «f  the 
Apennines.  A  legion  of  marines  followed.  So  many  thou- 
sand chosen  horse  and  foot,  under  any  other  general,  would 
have  been  sufficient  even  for  offensive  operations.  The 
cc^orts  that  remained  were  put  under  the  command  of 
Lucius  Vitelliufl,  the  emperor's  brother,  for  the  defence  of  the 
city.  The  emperor  abated  nothing  of  his  habitual  luxury, 
and  with  the  precipitation  of  one  who  felt  himself  falling, 
hurried  on  the  elections,  at  which  he  appointed  a  successioa 
of  consuls  for  several  years;  he  concluded  treaties  with  the 
allies;  invested  foreigners  with  the  Latin  privileges:  he 
granted  to  some  exemption  from  all  tribute,  others  he  assisted 
with  immimities;  in  short,  utterly  regardless  of  posterity,  he 
tore  the  empire  to  tatters.  But  the  populace  were  swayed 
by  the  extent  of  his  bounties.  Simpletons  gave  their  money 
for  l&vours,  while  men  of  reflection  looked  upon  those  grants 
as  nugatory,  which  could  neither  be  made  nor  accepted  with- 
out ruining  the  state.  At  length  "Vitellius,  urged  by  the 
importunity  of  the  army,  which  lay  encamped  at  Mevania,^ 
marched  out  of  the  city,  attended  by  a  nimierous  train  of 
senators ;  some  to  pay  their  court,  many  through  fear,  having 
no  settled  plan,  and  entirely  dependent  upon  advice  of  dubious 
sincerity. 

56.  While  haranguing  the  army,  a  circumstance  occurred 
which  may  well  be  called  portentous.  So  niunerous  a  flight 
of  ill-omened  birds  hovered  over  his  head,  that  forming  a  dense 
cloud  they  obscured  the  day.  This  was  followed  by  another 
prognostic  of  an  alarming  nature.  A  bull  broke  loose  from 
the  altar,  and  trampling  under  foot  the  preparations  for  sacri- 
fice, fled  to  a  distant  pkce,  and  there,  on  a  spot  where  victims 
were  never  slain,  was  felled.  But  Vitellius  himself  was  the 
great  portent  after  all :  without  a  particle  of  experience  or 
capacity  to  direct;  obliged  to  ask  others  how  to  put  the 
troops  in  array;  what  provision  was  to  be  made  for  recon- 
noitring; how  to  regulate  proceedings  with  the  view  of  urging 
on  or  protracting  the  war;  and  even  changing  countenance, 
and  in  his  step  betraying  the  alarm  he  felt  at  every  breath  of 
intelligence ;  and  then  stupifying  himself  with  drink.    Weary 

*  The  modem  Bevagna,  in  the  duchy  of  Spoleto. 
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at^ngth  of  the  camp,  and  hearing  of  the  revolt  of  the  fleet 
at  Misenum,  he  went  back  to  Eome,  where  each  adverse  event 
as  it  occi^rred  terrified  him  most  because  it  was  the  latest; 
but  not  a  thought  did  he  bestow  upon  the  issue  of  the  g&> 
neral  contest.  For  when  it  was  open  to  him  to  pass  over  Sob 
Apennine  with  his  whole  force  unimpaired,  and  attack  an 
enemy  distressed  by  cold  and  scarcity,  by  dividing  his  troops 
he  exposed  to  be  cut  to  pieces  and  captured  by  the  enemy  a. 
gallant  soldiery,  and  devoted  to  him  to  the  death,  though  the 
most  experienced  of  the  centurions  condemned  his  measures^ 
and  if  consulted  would  have  given  him  sound  advice.  The 
creatures  immediately  about  the  person  of  Yitcllius  prevented 
their  access  to  him;  the  ears  of  the  prince  being  brought  to 
such  a  state  that  wholesome  counsels  grated  harshly  upou 
them,  and  he  would  listen  only  to  what  was  gratifying  at  the 
moment,  though  pernicious  in  its  consequences. 

57.  The  revolt  of  the  fleet  at  Misenum  was  occasioned  by 
the  fraud  of  Claudius  Faventinus;  so  much  in  civil  commo> 
tions  depends  on  the  boldness  of  one  man.  He  had  been 
a  centmion  under  Galba,  who  cashiered  him  with  ignoininy. 
He  forged  letters  from  Vespasian,  promising  ample  rewards  to 
such  as  went  over.  Claudius  Apollinaris  commanded  the 
fleet;  a  man  inconstant  in  his  attachments  and  irresolute  in 
perfidy.  It  happened  that  Apinius  Tiro,  who  had  discharged 
the  office  of  prsetor,  was  then  at  Minturnse.*  He  offered  to 
head  the  revolters.  They  drew  the  neighbouring  colonies 
and  municipal  towns  into  the  confederacy.  The  inhabitants 
of  Puteoli2  declared  with  alacrity  for  Vespasian,  while  Capua 
adhered  to  Vitellius :  and  thus  with  the  rage  of  civil  war  tho 
jealousies  of  rival  municipalities  were  blended.  Vitelliua 
fixed  on  Claudius  Julianus,  who  as  praefect  of  the  fleet  at 
Misenum  lately  had  exercised  his  authority  mildly,  to  endea^ 
vour  to  reclaim  the  soldiers  by  soothing  means.  He  was 
supported  by  a  city-cohort,  and  a  band  of  gladiators  whon^ 
he  had  commanded.  When  the  two  camps  were  pitched  in 
view  of  each  other,  Julianus,  without  much  hesitation,  went 
over  to  Vespasian,  and  they  took  possession  of  Tanacinti,  a 

^  Mintumse,  formerly  at  the  mouth  of  the  Liria  (now  the  Garigliaao), 
no  longer  exists. 

^  Now  Pozzuolo.    For  its  attachment  to  Vespasian,  this  colony  ^ 
re-est-ablished  or  enlarged,  and  called  "  Colonia  Flavio." 
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ptece  better  protected  by  its  ivalls  and  situation  than  the 
diaracter  of  its  inhabitants. 

58.  Yitellius,  informed  of  these  transactions,  left  part  of 
bis  army  at  Namia,^  with  the  prsBtorian  prsefects,  and  sent  his 
brother  Lucius  Yitellius  with  six  cohorts  and  five  hundred 
horse  to  check  the  force  which  was  coming  upon  him  by  way 
of  Campania.  He  himself,  heart-sick  and  desponding,  was 
veyived  by  the  ardour  of  the  soldiers  and  the  clamours  orthe 
populace  demanding  to  be  armed;  while,  deceived  by  the  hol- 
low semblance,  he  gave  the  name  of  army,  and  legions,  to  a 
spiritless  rabble,  bold  only  in  tongue.  At  the  instance  of  his 
freedmen, — ^for  as  to  his  friends,  the  higher  they  ranked'  the 
less  confidence  he  reposed  in  them, — he  ordered  the  people  to 
be  assembled  in  their  tribes,  and  as  they  gave  their  names,  he 
administered  tiie  oath  of  fidelity;  but  the  crowd  pressing  too 
thick  upon  him,  he  divided  the  task  of  completing  the  levy 
between  the  consuls.  The  senators  were  required  to  bring  in 
a  certain  weight  of  silver,  and  a  certain  number  of  slaves. 
The  Roman  knights  made  a  voluntary  offer  to  serve  with 
their  persons  and  fortunes;  and  even  the  descendants  of 
fi-eedmen,  without  solicitation,  pressed  to  do  the  same.  This 
a£^tation  of  zeal,  which  had  its  origin  in  fear,  issued  in  a 
ibvoorable  feeling ;  and  very  many  were  touched  with  com- 
passion, not  so  much  for  Yitellius  as  for  the  unfortunate  state 
«md  degradation  of  the  sovereignty.  Yitellius,  on  his  part, 
omitted  not  to  invite  commiseration  by  a  dejected  air,  a 
pathetic  tone  of  voice,  and  by  tears;  making'  ample  promises, 
nay,  as  is  usual  with  men  in  distress,  generous  beyond  all 
bounds.  He  even  now  was  willing  to  accept  the  title  of 
CflBsar;  having  repudiated  it  theretofore;  but  then,  firom  the 
superstitious  veneration  in  which  it  was  held,  and  because  in 
«ase8  of  extreme  danger  the  voice  of  the  rabble  is  equal  to  the 
wisest  counsels,  he  acquiesced.  However,  as  all  undertakings 
originating  in  blind  impulse,  though  vigorous  at  first,  lan- 
gukh  under  the  effect  of  time,  the  senators  and  knights  fell 
off  by  degrees;  at  first  slowly,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
prince,  but  soon  boldly  and  indifferently;  till  at  last  Yitellius, 
ashamed  of  his  defeated  efforts,  granted  a  remission  of  those 
services  which  were  withheld. 

59.  As  by  taking  possession  of  Mevania  Italy  was  stricken 
^  Still  called  Nami,  in  the  duchy  of  Spoleto. 
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with  terror,  and  the  waj  seemed  to  be  revived,  so  Vitellius^ 
by  his  dastardly  departure,  gave  a  manifest  impulse  to  the 
feeling  in  fovour  of  the  Flavian  party.     The  Samnites,  the 
Pelignians,  and  the  Marsians,^  stung  with  envy  at  the  alacrity 
with  which  Campania  had  taken  the  lead  in  the  revolt,  were 
roused  into  action ;  and  applied  themselves  to  all  ihe  duties 
of  the  war  with  the  energy  usually  exhibited  in  th^  service  of 
a  new  master;  but  the  army,  in  passing  over  the  Apennine^ 
Buflfered  extremely  from  the  rigour  of  the  winter;  and  the 
difficulty  with  which,  though  unmolested  by  the  enemy,  they 
labotired  through  the  snow,  plainly  showed  the  dangers  they 
must  have  encountered  if  fortune,  to  which  the  Flavian  gene* 
rals  were  often  indebted  no  less  than  to  the  wisdom  of  their 
counsels,  -had  not  drawn  Vitellius  from  his  post.    During  the 
march  they  met  with  Petilius  Cerealis^  who  in  the  habit  of  a 
peasant,  and  from  his  acquaintance  with  the  country,  had 
eluded  the  guards  of  YiteUius.     As  he  was  closely  allied  te 
Vespasian,  and  himself  an  officer  of  no  mean  repute,  he  was 
ranked  with  the  commanders  in  chief.     Many  writers  have 
stated  that  not  only  he,  but  Fkvius  Sabinus,  and  Domi- 
tian,  had  it  in  their  power  to  escape  out  of  Bome;  and  mes- 
sengers sent  by  Antonius,  who  had  made  their  way  through  the 
enemy*s  lines  by  aH  sorts  of  disguises,  pointed  out  to  them  a 
refuge,  and  promised  them  safe  conduct;  but  Sabinus  pleaded 
his  ill  state  of  health  as  unfitting  him  for  the  fatigue  and 
danger  of  the  attempt.     Domitian  was  not  deficient  in  in« 
clination:  but  the  guards  appointed  by  YiteUius  to  watch  his 
motions,  though  they  offered  to  join  his  flight,  he  suspected 
of  a  design  to  draw  him  into  a  snare.   In  reality,  YiteUius^ 
from  regard  for  his  own  connexionsf,  meditated  no  severity 
towards  Domitian.* 

60.  Arrived  at  Carsulse,^  the  generals  thou^t  fit  to  halt 
there  for  some  days,  as  well  to  rest  the  troops,  as  to  wait  the 
arrival  of  the  eagles  and  standards  of  the  legions.  It  also 
appeared  an  eligible  spot  for  their  camp,  commanding,  as  it 
did,  a  view  of  the  country  on  every  side,  with  the  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  in  provisions  in  security;  having  several 
municipalities  of  the  greatest  afEluenoe  in  "^eir  rear.     Being 

^  The  Samnites  and  Pelignians  inhabited  part  of  Hither  Abruzzo; 
the  Marsians,  part  of  Further  Abmzzo,  near  the  lake  of  Celano.. 

'  The  ruins  of  this  place  still  remain  near  Santo  Qanini,  in  Umbria* 
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ten  miles  distant  from  the  Yitdlian  forces,  they  hoped,  by 
intrigue  and  secret  negotiations,  to  induce  the  whole  party 
to  lay  down  their  arms.  But  the  soldiers  were  impatient  of 
delay.  They  wished  to  end  the  war  by  victory,  not  by  com- 
promise. They  did  not  even  desire  to  wait  the  arrival  or 
,  their  own  legions,  regarding  them  rather  as  sharers  in  tho 
booty  than  &e  dangers  of  the  battle.  Antonius  called  tho 
men  together,  and,  in  a  public  harangue,  informed  them^ 
*' That  Vitellius  had  still  numerous  forces  in  reserve,  who 
might  come  over  if  left  to  their  own  reflection,  but  deter- 
mined adversaries  if  precluded  &om  hope.  In  the  first  move^ 
ments  of  a  civil  war,  much  must  be  left  to  chanca  To 
complete  the  conquest,  is  the  province  of  wisdom  and  delibe- 
rate counsels.  The  fleet  at  Misenum,  with  the  whole  region 
of  Campania,  the  fairest  part  of  Italy,  had  already  declared 
for  Vespasian.  Of  the  whole  Roman  world,  the  tract  that 
lies  between  Namia  and  Tarracina  was  all  that  remained  in 
the  hands  of  Vitellius.  By  the  victory  at  Cremona  enough 
of  glory  had  been  gained,  and  by  the  demolition  of  that  city 
too  much  disgrace.  He  implored  them  not  to  desire  to  cap- 
ture rather  than  to  preserve  the  city  of  Eome.  They  would  • 
reap  ampler  rewards,  and  their  &me  would  stand  higher,  if 
they  sought  the  safety  of  the  senate  and  people  of  Eome 
without  effusion  of  blood." 

61.  By  these  and  similar  reasonings  the  impetuosity  of  the 
soldiers  was  calmed.  The  legions  arrived  soon  after,  and,  by  the 
terror  and  £ame  of  the  augmented  force,  the  Yitellian  cohorts 
oscillated,  there  being  no  one  to  incite  them  to  go  on  with 
the  war,  but  many  to  change  sides,  who  strove  with  each 
other  in  going  over  to  the  enemy  with  their  companies  of  foot, 
or  their  troops  of  horse,  thereby  to  confer  a  benefit  on  the 
victor,,  and  lay  up  a  fund  of  favour  to  be  enjoyed  thereafter. 
Information  was  received  through  these  that  four  hundred  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  were  stationed  in  the  neighbourhood,  in 
garrison  at  Interamna.*  Varus  was  instantly  despatched  at 
the  head  of  a  detached  party  against  them.  A  few  who  re^ 
sisted  were  put  to  the  sword;  the  greater  part  laid  down  their 
aims,  and  begged  forgiveness.  Some  fled  back  to  the  camp 
at  Narnia,  which  they  filled  with  consternation,  by  magnify- 
ing the  numbers  and  courage  of  the  enemy,  to  palliate  the 
^  The  modem  Terni.     See  Annals,  i.  79. 


176  THE  HISTORY.  [b.  III. 

disgrace  of  evacuating  the  garrison.  In  the  Yitellian  army 
defection  and  treachery  went  unpunished;  allegiance  was  un- 
dermined by  the  rewards  of  the  revolter;  and  the  only  con- 
test now  was,  who  should  be  first  in  peiidy.  The  tribunes 
and  centurions  deserted  in  shoals;  not  so  the  common 
soldiers,  who  had  contracted  a  firm  attachment  to  Vitel- 
lius;  but  at  last  Priscus  and  Alphenus,^  by  abandoning  the 
camp,  relieved  them  all  from  any  misgivings  on  the  score  of 
treason. 

62,  During  these,  transactions,  Fabius  Valens  was  put  to 
death  while  under  restraint  at  Urbinum.'  His  head  was 
shown  in  triumph  to  the  Vitellian  cohorts,  to  cut  off  all  hope 
from  him;  for  a  belief  prevailed  that  he  had  made  his  escape 
into  Germany,  and  was  there  employed  in  raising  an  army  of 
veterans  to  renew  the  war.  Seeing  that  he  was  slain,  they 
resigned  themselves  to  despair.  The  effect  of  the  death  of 
Valens,  in  producing  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  Vi- 
tellian army  that  tibe  war  was  at  an  end,  was  incalculable. 
Fabius  Valens  was  a  native  of  Anagnia,'  of  an  equestrian 
family.  Of  profligate  manners,  but  not  destitute  of  genius, 
he  aimed  at  the  reputation  of  urbanity  in  libertine  excesses. 
In  the  interludes,  called  Juvenalia,*  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  ho 
appeared  often  among  the  pantomime  performers,  at  first 
with  seeming  reluctance,  but  afterwards  of  his  own  choice, 
with  more  talent  than  decency.  As  commander  of  a  legioti 
under  Verginius,  he  encouraged  his  designs,  and  blackened 
him  to  the  world.  He  mm-dered  Fonteius  Capito,*  after 
xmdermining  his  principles,  or  because  he  failed  in  the  at- 
tempt. False  to  Galba,®  he  continued  faithful  to  Vitellius, 
deriving  lustre  from  the  perfidy  of  others. 

63.  The  Vitellians,  seeing  all  hopes  cut  off,  determined  to 
submit  to  the  conqueror,  and,  even  in  this  act  paying  regard 
to  character,  descended  into  the  plains  overlooked  by  Namia, 
^ith  their  banners  and  colours  displayed.  Vespasian's  army, 
iully  expecting  a  battle,  and  equipped  for  it,  formed  their 
lines  in  close  array  on  each  side  of  the  road.    In  the  interval 

*  Julius  Priscus  and  Alphenus  Varus,  sent  by  Vitellius  to  take  poa- 
aession  of  the  Apennine  mountains.    See  a  55  of  this  book. 

'  Urbino,  the  birth-place  of  Raphael. 

*  Ana^i,  near  Rome.  *  See  Annals,  ziv.  15 ;  xvi.  21, 
»  See  Hist.  I  7.                                 •  Ibid.  L  52. 
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they  received  the  Vitellians.  Thus  surrounded,  Antonius 
ad<&essed  them  in  the  language  of  humanity.  One  division 
-was  ordered  to  stay  at  Narnia,  and  the  other  at  Interamna. 
Some  of  the  victorious  legions  were  left  with  them,  not  to 
annoy  them  if  they  remained  quiet,  but  strong  enough  to 
check  any  violation  of  order.  Antonius  and  Varus,  in  the 
meantime,  did  not  omit  to  send  frequent  messages  to  Vitel- 
lius,  offering  him  money,  and  a  safe  retreat  in  Campania, 
upon  condition  that  he  should  lay  down  his  arms,  and  sur- 
render himself  and  his  children  at  discretion  to  Vespasian. 
Letters  to  the  same  effect  were  also  written  to  him  by  Mu- 
cianus.  Vitellius  not  unfrequently  listened  to  these  pro- 
posals, and  talked  about  the  number  of  his  train,  and  the 
spot  on  the  coast  he  should  choose.  Such  a  torpor  had  come 
over  his  mind,  that  if  others  had  not  remembered  that  he  was 
a  prince,  he  himself  had  forgotten  it. 

64.  On  the  other  hand,  the  leading  men  of  the  state  endea- 
voured, by  secret  exhortations,  to  incite  Flavins  Sabinus,  the 
prsefect  of  the  city,  to  earn  a  share  in  the  success  and  glory  of 
the  revolution.  "  The  city  cohorts,"  they  said,  "  were  pecu- 
liarly his  own;  the  cohorts  of  the  night-watch  would  join 
him ;  there  were  their  own  slaves,  the  name  of  a  successful 
party,  and  the  strong  and  universal  tendency  of  things  in 
&vour  of  the  victors.  He  should  not  yield  to  Varus  and 
Antonius  the  whole  glory  of  the  war.  Vitellius  had  but  a 
few  cohorts  left,  and  those  perplexed  and  alarmed  at  the  dis- 
heartening news  from  eveiy  quarter.  The  minds  of  the 
populace  were  prone  to  change.  Let  Sabinus  show  himself, 
and  the  acclamations  now  given  to  Vitellius  would  be  as 
loud  for  Vespasian.  As  to  Vitellius,  prosperity  overpowered 
him;  much  more  must  his  energies  be  enfeebled  in  the  ruin 
of  his  fortune.  The  merit  of  concluding  the  war  would  be 
his -who  first  got  possession  of  the  city.  It  became  Sabinus 
to  secure  the  sovereign  power  for  his  brother;  and  it  com- 
ported with  the  dignity  of  Vespasian  that  Sabinus  should 
earn  the  first  place  among  his  subjects." 

65,  Sabinus,  enfeebled  by  old  age,  received  these  expostu- 
lations in  anything  but  a  spirit  of  alacrity.  Some  there  were 
who  whispered  their  suspicions,  that  he  wished  to  retard  the 
elevation  of  his  brother  from  motives  of  envy  and  jealousy. 
Sabinus  was  the  elder,  and,  while  both  remained  in  a  private 
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station,  always  took  the  lead,  superior  in  fortune  and  in- 
fluence; and  wben  Vespasian's  credit  was  giving  way,  Sabinus 
is  said  to  have  propped  it  up,  by  taking  a  mortgage  on  bis 
brother's  house  and  lands.*  Whence,  though  they  preserved 
the  exterior  of  friendship,  a  smothered  animosity  was  sup- 
posed to  exist.  The  fairer  construction  is,  that  Sabinus,  a 
man  of  a  meek  disposition,  was  averse  to  carnage,  and,  with 
that  intent,  held  frequent  conferences  with  ViteUius  'on  the 
subject  of  a  pacification  and  the  settlement  of  terms  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities.  Having  frequently  met  in  private, 
they,  as  the  report  went,  at  last  concluded  a  treaty  in  ihe 
temple  of  Apollo,'  when  Cluvius  Eufus  '  and  Silius  Italicus  * 
-witnessed  their  expressions  and  exclamations :  the  looks  of  the 
contracting  parties  were  observed  by  spectators  at  a  distance. 
The  countenance  of  Yitellii^is  was  downcast^  and  indicative  of 
a  broken  spirit;  while  Sabinus  exhibited  no  signs  of  triumph, 
but  had  more  the  air  of  commiseration. 

66,  And  if  Yitellius  could  have  influ^ced  the  minds  of 
his  followers  with  the  facility  he  himself  displayed  in  giving 
up  the  contest,  Vespasian's  army  might  have  taken  possession 
of  the  city  of  Rome  unstained  with  blood.  But  in  proportion 
as  his  friends  were  firm  in  his  interest,  they  rejected  all  terms 
of  accommodation,  representing  "  the  danger  and  disgrace  of 
it,  and  that  their  security  for  its  fulfilment  depended  on  the 
caprice  of  the  conqueror.  Vespasian  had  not  the  magnani- 
mity to  suffer  ViteUius  to  live  in  a  private  station;  even  the 
vanquished  would  not  bear  it.  Thus  danga:  would  gi'ow  out 
of  the  commiseration  of  his  fiiends.  Grant  that  he  is  himself 
an  aged  man,  and  wearied  with  the  alternations  of  prosperity 
and  adversity:  but  what  name,  what  rank  would  be  bestowed 
on  his  son  Germanicus  1  Promises  of  a  supply  of  money,  a 
retinue  of  slaves,  and  a  retreat  in  the  delightM  regions  of 

^  See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vespasian,  s.  4. 

'  The  temple  of  Apollo  was  on  Mount  Palatine,  where  Augustus 
formed  a  libraiy.    Horace  says — 

"  Scripta  Palatinus  qusecxmique  recepit  ApoUo." — ^Epist  L  iil  17. 

'  That  an  agreement  was  made  between  ViteUius  and  FlavioB  Sa- 
binus, the  brother  of  Vespasian,  appears  in  Suetonius  (VitelL  a.  15). 
Cluvius  Bufus  had  been  governor  of  a  province  in  Spain;  a  mam  of 
eloquence,  but  void  of  military  talents.     See  Hist  i  8. 

*  Silius  Italicus,  the  poet,  was  consul  ▲.d.  68. 
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Campania  were  now  held  out;  but  when  Yespasian  had  seized 
the  imperial  dignity,  neither  he,  nor  his  friends,  nor  even  his 
armies,  would  l^ink  themselves  secure,  save  in  the  annihila- 
tion of  the  rival  interest.  Even  Fabius  Valens,  though  a  pri- 
soner, and,  while  they  feared  a  reverse  of  fortune,  resei^ved  a£i 
a  pledge  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  was  thought  too  for- 
midable to  live;  much  less  would  Antonius,  and  Fuscus,  or 
Mucianus,  who  might  be  regarded  as  embodying  the  charac- 
teristic principles  of  the  party,  be  content  with  any  extent  of 
power  over  Yitellius,  unless  it  included  that  of  killing  him. 
Pompey  was  pursued  to  death  by  Julius  Ceesar,  and  Mark 
Antony  by  Augustus.  Unless,  perhaps,  nobler  sentiments  are 
to  be  expected  from  Vespasian,  the  client  of  Vitellius,^  who 
was  the  coUeague  of  Claudius.  Nay,  as  became  the  censor- 
ship of  his  father,  three  consulships,  the  numerous  honours  of 
his  illustrious  house,  they  urged  Yitellius  to  gird  himself  up 
for  acts  of  daring,  from  desperation  at  least,  if  from  no  other 
impulse.  The  soldiers  were  inflexible  in  their  attachment, 
and  the  affections  of  the  people  were  still  with  him.  To  sum 
up  all,  nothing  so  calamitous  could  beM  them  as  that  into 
which  they  were  rushing  voluntarily.  If  vanquished,  they 
must  perish;  if  they  surrendered,  they  must  perish.  All  they 
had  to  consider  was,  whether  they  would  pour  out  their 
parting  breath  amidst  scorn  and  contumely,  or  with  the 
honour  due  to  -mlour." 

67.  Yitellius  was  deaf  to  vigorous  counsels.     His  whole 
soul  was  absorbed  in  commiseration  and  anxiety,  lest  by  per- 
tinacious resistance  the  conqueror  should  be  inexorable  to  his  | 
wife  and  children  when  he  was  gone.    He  had  also  a  mother^ ' 
worn  out  with  age;  she,  however,  died  a  few  days  before, \ 
happily  anticipating  the  down&ll  of  her  family.     From  the ! 
elevation  of  her  son  she  derived  nothing  but  sorrow,  and  an  | 
extended  reputation  for  virtue.     On  the  fifteenth  before  the 
calends  of  January/  the  defection  of  the  legions  and  cohorts 
that  surrendered  at  Namia  reaching  the  ears  of  Yitellius,  he 
came  down  from  his  palace  in  mourning  apparel,  surrounded 
by  his  afiUcted  &mily.    His  in&nt  son  was  carried  in  a  small 
litter,  exhibiting  the  appearance  of  a  funeral  procession.    The 

^  See  SuetoniuB,  Life  of  Yespasian,  s.  4. 
>  Sextilia. 

'  Yitelliua  abdicated  on  the  18th  of  December,  A..D.  69. 
n2 
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Toices  of  the  people  were  sweet,  but  out  of  season ;  the  soldiery 
"wrapt  in  sullen  silence.* 

68,  Nor  was  there  a  man  so  dead  to  human  sympathies 
as  not  to  be  touched  by  the  scene  before  him.  A  Roman 
emperor,  but  a  little  before  lord  of  mankind,  abandoning  thfe 
habitation  of  his  greatness,  and  going  forth  from  empire, 
through  the  midst  of  citizens,  through  the  streets  of  tho 
capital ! — ^they  had  never  beheld  such  a  spectacle;  they  had 
heard  of  nothing  like  it.  CeDsar  the  dictator  fell  by  sudden 
violence;  Caligula  perished  by  a  dark  conspiracy.  The  shades 
of  night  and  rural  solitudes  had  thrown  a  veil  over  the  flight 
of  Nero;  Piso  and  Galba  may  be  said  to  have  died  in  battle. 
Vitellius,  before  an  assembly  of  the  people  called  by  himself, 
in  the  midst  of  his  own  soldiers,  and  in  the  view  even  of 
women,  after  declaring  in  brief  terms,  but  such  as  assorted 
with  the  mournful  circumstances,  that  he  retired  for  the  sake 
of  peace  and  the  good  of  the  commonwealth;  that  all  he 
desired  was  that  they  would  retain  him  still  in  their  memory, 
and  look  with  pity  on  the  misfortunes  of  his  brother,  his 
wife,  and  unoffending  children ;  at  the  same  time  raising  hh 
sou  in  his  arms,  'and  commending  him  now  to  individuals, 
now  to  the  whole  body,  at  length,  suffocated  with  grief,  took 
the  dagger  from  his  side,  and  offered  it,  as  the  symbol  of  the 
power  of  life  and  death  over  citizens,  to  Ceecilius  Simplex,  the 
consul,^  who  stood  near  him.  The  consul  refusing  to  accept 
it,  and  the  people  loudly  opposing  his  resignation,  Vitellius 
left  the  place,  to  lay  down  the  ensigns  of  sovereignty  in  the 
temple  of  Concord,'  and  seek  a  retreat  in  his  brother's  house. 
Here  a  still  louder  cry  arose.  They  objected  to  the  house  of 
a  private  citizen,  and  insisted  on  his  returning  to  the  palace. 

^  Suetoniua  gives  a  muoh  fuller  account.  See  Life  of  ViteUiua, 
BS.  14, 15. 

2  We  have  seen  that  Csecilius  Simplex  was  impatient  to  arrive  at  the 
consular  dignity,  insomuch  that  he  was  accused  in  the  senate  of  a 
design  to  purchase  it,  in  the  room  of  Marius  Celsus.  He  did  not  suc- 
ceed ;  but  Vitellius  afterwards  gratified  his  ambition  without  a  bribe. 
Hist.  iL  60.    See  the  list  of  consuls  for  this  year,  Hisk  i  77. 

'  The  temple  of  Concord,  on  the  Capitoline,  was  burnt  to  the  ground 
in  the  fire  of  the  capitol,  related  in  c.  71  of  this  book.  Brotier  says,  it 
was  afterwards  rebuilt,  as  appears  by  an  inscription  still  to  be  seen 
among  the  ruins : — 

Senatus  Populusqub  RoHAvns 

Incekdio  CONSUMFTUM  REBTITUrr. 
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Every  other  way  they  obstructed,  and  none  was  left  open, 
except  that  which  led  into  the  Sacred  Way.  Then,  having  no 
alternative,  he  returned  to  the  palace.  The  abdication  of  the 
prince  was  already  rumoured  through  the  city,  and  Flavins 
Sabinus  had  written  to  the  tribunes  of  the  cohorts,  to  restrain 
the  violence  of  the  soldiers. 

69.  Accordingly,  as  if  the  whole  power  of  the  state  had 
fallen  into  the  lap  of  Vespasian,  the  leading  members  of  the 
senate,  with  a  numerous  band  of  the  equestrian  order,  and  all 
the  city-soldiers,  and  the  night-watch,  crowded  the  house  of 
Flavius  Sabinus.  They  were  there  informed  of  the  zeal  of 
the  people  for  Vitellius,  and  the  menaces  thrown  out  by  the 
German  cohorts.  Sabinus  had  gone  too  far  to  think  of 
retreat.  Individuals  trembling  for  themselves,  lest,  if  they 
dispersed,  and  thus  diminished  their  strength,  the  Vitellians 
should  come  upon  them,  induced  Sabinus,  though  reluctant, 
to  take  up  arms.  But,  as  often  happens  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
all  were  ready  to  advise,  and  few  to  share  the  danger.  Near 
the  Fundane  lake,*  a  desperate  band  of  the  Vitellians  met  the 
armed  citizens  who  were  going  forth  in  attendance  on  Sabi- 
nus. A  slight  encounter,  in  the  surprise  and  confusion  of  the 
moment,  ensued,  but  was  favourable  to  the  Vitellians.  Sabi- 
nus, in  the  alarm  and  perplexity  of  the  occasion,  retreated  to 
the  fort  of  the  capitol,  which  he  garrisoned  with  the  soldiers, 
and  a  small  party  of  senators  and  Eoman  knights,  judging 
this  the  safest  course  open  to  him.  Their  names  cannot  be 
given  easily,  as  nimibers  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Vespasian, 
assumed  the  merit  of  this  service  to  his  party.  There  were ' 
even  women  who  braved  a  siege :  among  these  the  most  dis- 
tinguished was  Verulana  Gratilla,  who  had  neither  children 
nor  relations  to  attract  her,  but  followed  in  the  course  of  war. 
The  Vitellians  invested  the  citadel  with  so  much  negligence, 
that  Sabinus,  in  the  dead  of  night,  was  able  to  receive  into 
the  place  his  own  children,  and  Domitian,  his  brother's  son ; 
sending  also,  through  the  unguarded  quarters,  information  to 
the  Flavian  generals  that  they  were  themselves  besieged,  and 
that  without  relief  they  would  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  dis- 
tress.    Sabinus  experienced  so  little  molestation  during  the 

'  A  Fundane  lake,  now  called  Lago  di  Fundi,  is  mentioned  by  Pliny, 
lib.  iii  5 ;  but  the  lake  now  in  question  was  in  the  city  of  Rome,  near 
the  Mens  Quirinalis. 
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night  that  he  might  have  safely  made  his-  escape ;  for  the 
soldiery  of  Vitellius,  resolute  in  facing  danger,  paid  little 
attention  to  laborious  duties  and  night-watches;  besides  that 
a  winter  storm  of  rain  obstructed  the  sight  and  hearing. 

70.  At  the  dawn  of  day,  before  mutual  hostilities  com- 
menced, Sabinus  despatched  Cornelius  Martialis,  a  principal 
centurion,  with  instructions  and  complaints  to  Vitelhus,  that 
the  treaty  was  violated.  "  That  it  was  a  mere  pretence  and 
semblance  of  abdication,  to  deceive  so  many  illustrious  citizens. 
For,  why  did  he  go  from  the  rostra  to  his  brother's  house, 
which  overlooked  the  forum,  and  was  calculated  to  offend  the 
eyes  of  the  citizens,  rather  than  to  the  Aventine  and  the  man- 
sion of  his  wife?  Such  a  course  became  a  private  character, 
and  one  who  avoided  all  appearance  of  sovereign  power. 
Vitellius,  on  the  contrary,  returned  to  his  palace,  the  very 
citadel  of  empire;  thence  a  military  force  was  sent  forth,  and 
the  most  frequented  part  of  the  city  was  strewed  with  the 
corses  of  unoffending  citizens.  The  capitol  itself  wsiS  not 
spared.  Surely  he  had  himself  continued  in  a  civil  capacity, 
and  as  one  of  the  senators,  while  the  contest  between  Vitelliua 
and  Vespasian  was  carrying  on  by  encoxmters  of  the  legions, 
the  capture  of  cities,  the  surrender  of  cohorts;  when  both  the 
Spains,  the  Upper  and  Lower  Germany,  and  all  Britain,  had 
revolted;  though  the  brother  of  Vespasian,  he  had  not 
swerved  from  his  allegiance ;  and  when  at  length  he  entered 
into  a  negotiation,  Vitellius  invited  him  to  it.  The  pacifica- 
tion and  agreement  were  advantageous  to  the  vanquished; 
and  to  the  victors  brought  nothing  but  honour.  If  he  repented 
of  the  convention,  he  should  not  point  his  arms  against  Sabi- 
nus, whom  he  duped  by  perfidy;  nor  the  son  of  Vespasiiw, 
tscarcely  arrived  at  puberty.^  By  the  murder  of  one  old  man 
and  one  stripling,  what  advantage  could  be  gained?  He 
should  make  head  against  the  legions,  and  decide  the  contest 
with  them.  Everything  would  be  determined  by  the  issue  of 
the  battle.'*  Vitellius,  who  was  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  agita* 
tion,  in  his  reply  endeavoured  briefly,  to  clear  himself,  laying 
the  blame  upon  the  soldiers,  whose  intemperate  zeal  was  more 
than  a  match  for  his  mild  control.  He  advised  Martialis  ta 
depart  through  a  private  part  of  the  house,  lest  the  spldiers  in 

^  Domitian,  who  was  bom  on  the  24th  of  October,  ▲.  D.  61.     (Sueto- 
nius, Life  of  Domitian,  s.  1.) 
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their  fury  should  destroy  the  negotiator  #^  ,       , 

abhorred.    He  was  himself  unable  to  /  ^    ^  §\  ^^ 

any  measure ;  no  longer  emperor,  biy  '^   *^  ;^  £^^?^ 

71.  Martialis  had  scarcely  re-eny  '^IJa 

furious  soldiers  appeared  before  it,  / 
man  acting  on  his  own  suggestions. 
the  forum,  and  the  temples  that  overlook  x^ 
up  the  opposite  hill,  as  &r  as  the  first  gates  of  xi». 
On  the  right  side  of  the  ascent,  a  range  of  porticoes  had  DtK.. 
built  in  ancient  times.     Going  out  upon  the  roof  of  those,  the 
besi^ed  threw  a  shower  of  stones  and  tiles.     The  assailants 
had  no  weapons  but  their  swords,  and  to  fetch  engines  and 
missiles  seemed  a  tedious  delay.     They  threw  brands  into  the 
portico  that  jutted  near  them.     They  followed  up  the  fire, 
and  would  have  forced  their  way  through  the  gate  of  the 
capitol,^  which  the  fire  had  laid  hold  of,  if  Sabinus  had  not 
placed  as  a  barrier  in  the  very  approach,  in  lieu  of  a  wall,  the 
statues,  those  honourable  monuments  of  our  ancestors,  which 
were  pulled  down  wherever  they  could  be  found.     They  then 
assaulted  the  capitol  in  two  different  quarters ;  near  the  grove 
of  the  asylum,^  and  where  the  Tarpeian  rock  is  ascended  by  a 
hundred  steps.*    Both  attacks  were  unforeseen.     That  by  the 
asylum  was  the  nearer  and  most  vigorous.     Nor  could  they 
be  stopped  from  climbing  up  the  contiguous  buildingis,  which 
being  raised  high  under  the  idea  of  undisturbed  peace,  reach 
the  basement  of  the  capitol.     Here  a  doubt  exists  whether 
the  fire  was  thrown  upon  the  roofs  by  the  storming  party  or 
the  besieged,*  the  latter  being  more  generally  supposed  to 

*  The  forum  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of  temples;  as,  the 
temple  of  Fortune,  of  Jupiter  Tonans,  of  Saturn,  the  temple  of  Con- 
cord, and  several  others. 

^  The  citadel  of  the  capitol,  in  which  was  the  temple  of  Jupiter 
Capitolinus,  stood  near  the  Tarpeian  rock. 

*  The  Lucus  Asyli  was  so  called  because  it  was  made  a  sanctuary  by 
Romulus  to  invite  a  conflux  of  foreigners  to  his  new  state.  It  stood 
between  the  two  rooks  of  the  Oapitoline  hill,  on  one  of  which  was 
built  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus ;  on  the  other  the  temple  of 
Feretrian  Jove.  Brotier  says,  that  in  the  place  of  the  grove  there  is 
now  erected  the  Piazza  del  Campidoglio. 

*  The  Tarpeian  rock,  with  its  hundred  steps,  was  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Oapitoline  hill,  and  frotn  that  eminence  malefactors  were  thrown 
headlong  into  the  Tiber.    Annals,  vi.  19. 

*  Pliny  the  elder  says,  the  capitol  was  set  on  fire  by  the  Vitellians 
(lib.  xxxiv.  7).  Josephus  gives  the  same  account  (Bell.  Jud.  iv.  11); 
and  Dio  agrees  with  them  both  (lib.  Ixv.). 
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have  done  it,  to  repulse  those  who  were  climbing  up,  and  had 
advanced  some  way.  The  fire  extended  itself  thence  to  the 
porticoes  adjoining  the  temples;  soon  the  eagles  that  sup- 
ported the  cupola  caught  fire,  and  as  the  timber  was  old  they 
fed  the  flame.  Thus  the  capitol,  with  its  gates  shut,  neither 
stormed  nor  defended,  was  burned  to  the  ground. 

72.  From  the  foundation  of  the  city  to  that  hour,  the 
Boman  republic  had  felt  no  calamity  so  deplorable,  so  shock- 
ing, as  that,  unassailed  by  a  foreign  enemy,  and,  were  it  not 
for  the  vices  of  the  age,  with  the  deities  propitious,  the  temple 
of  Jupiter  supremely  good  and  great,  built  by  our  ancestors 
with  solemn  auspices,  the  pledge  of  empire,*  which  neither 
Porsena,'  when  Rome  surrendered  to  his  arms,  nor  the 
Gauls,'  when  they  captured  the  city,  were  permitted  to  violate, 
should  be  now  demolished  by  the  madness  of  the  rulers  of  the 
state.  The  capitol  was  once  before  destroyed  by  fire  during 
a  civil  war;*  but  it  was  fi*om  the  guilty  machinations  of  pri- 
vate individuals.  Now  it  was  besieged  publicly,  publicly  set 
fire  to;  and  what  were  the  motives  for  the  war?  what  was  the 
object  to  be  gained,  that  so  severe  a  calamity  was  incurred? 
Warred  we  in  our  country's  cause?- — ^Tarquinius  Priscus, 
during  the  war  with  the  Sabines,  built  it  in  fulfilment  of  a 
vow,  and  laid  the  foundations  more  in  conformity  with  his 
anticipations  of  the  future  grandeur  of  the  empire,  than  the 
limited  extent  of  the  Koman  means  at  that  time.  Servius 
Tullius,  assisted  by  the  zeal  of  the  allies  of  Rome,  and  after 
him  Tarquin  the  Proud,  with  the  spoils  of  Suessa  Pometia^* 
added  to  the  building.  But  the  glory  of  completing  tibe 
design  was  reserved  for  the  era  of  liberty.  When  tyrants 
were  swept  away,  Horatius  Pulvillus,®  in  his  second  consulship, 
dedicated  the  temple,  finished  with  such  magnificence  that 
the  wealth  of  after  ages  graced  it  with  new  embellishments, 

»  Seo  Floras,  lib.  i.  7. 

'  It  is  not  strictly  true  that  Porsena  became  master  of  the  city.  He 
was  at  the  gates,  but,  instead  of  advancing^  received  hostages,  and 
raised  the  siege,    florus,  lib.  i  10. 

'  The  city  was  taken  by  the  Gkiuls,  b.o.  390.    See  Annals,  zi  24. 

^  In  the  civil  war  between  Sylla  and  Marius,  the  capitol  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  B.c.  83.  The  Sibylline  books  perished  in  the  flames.  Seo 
Appian,  BelL  Civ.  lib.  i. 

^  A  city  of  ancient  Latium,  about  fifty  mUes  from  Borne,  on  the 
Appian  road.     The  very  ruins  have  perished. 

^  Horatius  Pulvillus  was  consul  with  Valerius  Publicola,  B.  c.  507, 
about  three  years  after  the  expulsion  of  Tarquin. 
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4}ut  added  nothing  to  its  dimensions.  Four  hundred  and 
fifteen  years  afterwards,  in  the  consulship  of  Lucius  Scipio 
and  Caius  Norbanus/  it  "was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  again 
lebuilt  on  the-  old  foundation.  Sylla  having  now  triumphed 
over  his  opponents,  undertook  to  build  it,  but  nevertheless 
did  not  dedicate  it ;  the  only  thing  wanting  to  crown  his 
felicity.  That  honour  was  reserved  for  Lutatius  Catulus,* 
whose  name,  amidst  so  many  works  of  the  Csesars,  remained 
legible  till  the  days  of  Vitellius.  Such  was  the  sacred  build- 
ing which  was  at  this  time  reduced  to  ashes. 

73.  But  the  fire  occasioned  greater  consternation  among 
the  besieged  than  among  the  besiegers,  inasmuch  as  the  Vitel- 
lian  soldiers,  in  the  moment  of  difficulty,  wanted  neither  skill 
nor  courage.  In  the  opposite  party  the  men  were  seized  with 
panic,  and  the  commander  had  neither  spirit  nor  presence  of 
mind ;  he  lost  all  power  of  speech  and  hearing.  Deaf  to  the 
advice  of  others,  he  was  unable  to  devise  any  plan  himself. 
Driven  about  in  all  directions  according  to  the  shouts  of  the 
enemy,  he  ordered  what  he  had  forbidden,  and  countermanded 
what  he  had  ordered.  Soon,  as  usually  happens  in  desperate 
emergencies,  all  directed,  and  none  obeyed.  At  length  they 
threw  down  their  arms,  and  each  man  looked  about  for  a  way 
of  escape,  and  how  to  conceal  himself;  the  Vitellians  burst  in, 
and  in  a  moment  all  was  one  scene  of  fire,  and  swords,  and 
blood.  A  few  gallant  spirits  made  a  brave  resistance,  and 
perished  in  the  attempt.  The  most  distinguished  were  Cor- 
nelius Martialis,  iEmilius  Pacensis,  Casperius  Niger,  and 
Didius  Scaeva.  Flavins  Sabinus,  without  his  sword,  and  not 
80  much  as  attempting  flight,  was  surrounded;  as  was  also 
Quinctius  Atticus,  the  consul,^  who  was  marked  out  by  the 
shadowy  ensigns  of  his  magistracy,  and  his  own  vainglory,  as 
he  had  put  forth  edicts  to  the  people  laudatory  of  Vespasian, 
and  reflecting  harshly  upon  Vitellius.     The  rest  by  various 

^  Lucius  Scipio  and  Caius  Norbanus  were  x^onsuls,  b.o.  83.  The 
capitol  was  then  consumed  by  fire,  not,  however,  occaaioned  by  an 
open  act  of  violence,  but  rather  by  the  hands  of  clandestine  incen- 
dlarias.  Sylla  undertook  to  rebuild  the  capitol,  but  did  not  dedicate 
it:  "Hoc  felicitati  suae  defuisse  confessus  est,  quod  capitolium  uon 
dedicavisset." — ^PHny,  lib.  vii.  43. 

*  Lutatius  Catulus  was  consul  with  -<Emilius  Lepidus,  B.  o.  78. 

'  Quinctius  Atticus  and  Alienus  Csecina  were  consuls  from  the  first 
of  I^Tovember  to  the  end  of  the  year.    See  Hist,  i  77. 
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stratagems  made  their  escape ;  some  in  the  disguise  of  slaves  ; 
others  protected  by  the  fidelity  of  their  friends,  and  concealed 
amidst  the  baggage.  A  few,  who  had  caught  the  signal  by 
which  the  Vitellians  knew  each  other,  by  boldly  asking  it  and 
giving  it  in  reply,  found  security  in  their  daring. 

74.  Domitian,  on  the  first  irruption,  was  secreted  in  the 
apartments  of  the  warden,  and  then  by  the  contrivance  of  his 
freedman,  having  been  clad  in  a  linen  vestment,  and  put 
among  the  band  of  the  sacrifioers  without  being  recognised, 
he  remained  in  concealment  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vela- 
brum,  at  the  house  of  Cornelius  Primus,  a  client  of  Vespasian's. 
During  the  reign  of  his  father,  he  threw  down  the  warden's 
lodge,  and  built  a  chapel  to  Jupiter  Conservator,  with  an 
altar,  having  the  story  of  his  vicissitudes  engraven  on  a  marble 
tablet.  Afterwards,  on  his  accession,  he  dedicated  a  magnifi- 
cent temple  to  Jupiter  the  Guardian,  and  a  statue  representing 
the  god  with  himself  in  his  arms.  Sabinus  and  Quinctius 
Atticus  were  conducted  in  fetters  to  the  presence  of  Yitellius. 
He  received  them  without  an  angry  word  or  look,  though  the 
soldiers  indignantly  insisted  on  their  right  to  murder  both, 
and  to  reap  the  rewards  of  their  service.  A  shout  arising 
from  those  nearest  him,  the  meaner  portion  of  the  populace 
called  for  vengeance  on  Sabinus,  mingling  menaces  with  adu- 
lation. ViteUius,  who  endeavoured  to  address  them  from  the 
stairs  of  the  palace,  was  forced  by  their  importunity  to  wi<ii- 
draw.  The  mob  then  fell  upon  Sabinus,  stabbed  him  in 
many  places,  mangled  him  horribly,  and  cutting  off  his  head, 
dragged  his  mutilated  trunk  to  Gemonia. 

75.  Such  was  the  end  of  a  man  who,  it  must  be  admitted, 
was  entitled  to  respect  He  had  carried  arms  five-and-thirty 
years  in  the  service  of  his  country,  distinguished  both  in  his 
civil  and  military,  capacities.  His  integrity  and  love  of  jus- 
tice were  unimpeachable.  His  fault  was  that  of  talking  too 
much.  In  the  course  of  seven  years,  during  which  he  ad- 
ministered the  province  of  Moesia,  and  twelve  more,  while  be 
was  governor  of  Bome,  malice  itself  could  find  no  other  ble- 
mish in  his  character.  In  the  dose  of  his  life  some  condemned 
him  for  want  of  spirit;  many  regarded  him  as  a  man  of  mo- 
deration, and  sparing  of  Roman  blood.  Before  the  elevation 
of  Vespasian,  all  agree  that  he  was  the  ornament  of  his  family. 
It  is  recorded  that  his  fall  was  matter  of  joy  to  Mucianus. 
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In  general,  his  death  -was  considered  as  an  event  of  public 
ntility,  by  putting  an  end  to  a  contention  between  two  rivals, 
one  of  whom  would  consider  that  he  was  the  emperor's 
brother,  and  the  other  that  he  was  a  claimant  for  a  share  of 
the  imperial  power.  •  The  consul,  Quinctius  Atticus,  was  the 
next  victim  demanded  by  the  populace,  but  Vitellius  opposed 
their  fury;  being  now  reconciled  to  him,  and  as  it  were 
making  a  requital,  because  being  interrogated  as  to  the  de- 
struction of  1^0  capitol,  he  avowed  himself  the  author,  and  by 
that  confession,  or  perhaps  well-timed  fisilsehood,  he  seemed 
to  take  upon  himself  the  odium  and  guilt,  exonerating  the 
Vitellian  party, 

76.  During  these  transactions,  Lucius  Vitellius,  having 
pitched  his  camp  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Feronia,^  menaced 
the  destruction  of  Tairaeina,  wh^e  the  marines  and  gladis^ 
tors  were  shut  up,  not  daring  to  sally  out  and  &ce  the  enemy 
in  the  open  field  The  gladiators,  as  has  been  mentioned, 
were  under  the  command  of  Julianus,  and  the  marines  under 
that  of  Apollinaris;  two  men  immersed  in  sloth  and  luxury^ 
from  their  vices  more  hke  gladiators  than  generals.  They 
kept  no  night-watch,  nor  guarded  the  insecure  parts  of  the 
wails.  Day  and  night  abandoned  to  excess,  they  made  the 
voluptuous  haunts  of  the  coast  resound  with  revelry,  sending 
the  soldiers  in  all  directions  to  provide  luxiuies,  and  talked 
of  war  only  while  feasting.  Apinius  Tiro,  who  had  left  the 
place  a  few  days  before,  by  unfeelingly  exacting  presents  and 
contributions  from  the  municipal  towns,  brought  a  greater 
accession  of  ill-will  than  of  strength  to  the  party. 

77.  In  the  meantime  a  slave  of  Verginius  C^pito  deserted 
to  Lucius  Vitellius,  with  an  offer,  if  placed  at  the  head  of  a 
detachment,  to  put  the  citadel,  loosely  guarded  as  it  was, 
into  their  hands.  In  the  dead  of  night  he  stationed  a 
party  of  light-armed  cohorts  on  the  topmost  ridges  of  the  hill, 
over  the  heads  of  the  enemy.  Thence  the  soldiers  poured 
down  to  slaughter  rather  than  fight.  They  mowed  them 
down  unarmed  or  arming,  othei-s  scarce  awake,  and  all  throwa 
into  consternation  by  the  general  uproar,  the  darkness,  the 
clangour  of  trumpets,  and  the  shouts  of  the  enemy.  A  few 
of  the  gladiators  made  resistance,  and  sold  their  lives  dearly, 

^  This  was  a  town  of  Latium,  distinguished  by  the  worship  of  the 
goddess  Feronia.     See  Strabo,  v.  157;  and  Dion.  HaL  ii.  49. 
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The  rest  fled  with  precipitation  to  the  ships,  where  all  was 
involved  in  indiscriminate  terror,  the  peasants  being  inter- 
mixed with  the  troops,  and  all  were  put  to  the  sword  without 
distinction.  In  the  beginning  of  the  tumult,  six  light  galleys 
escaped.  On  board  of  one  of  them  was  Apollinaris,  the  com- 
mander of  the  fleet.  The  rest  were  either  taken,  or  by  the 
overweight  of  those  that  rushed  on  board  were  suxik.  Julia- 
nus  was  conducted  to  Lucius  Vitellius,  and,  in  his  presence, 
r  first  ignominiously  scourged,  and  then  put  to  death.  Some 
I  persons  charged  Triaria^  the  wife  of  Lucius  the  commanding 
\  officer,  with  having  appeared  girt  with  a  soldier  s  sword,  and 
!  behaving  in  a  tyrannical  and  cruel  manner  amidst  the  afflix;- 
i  tions  and  calamities  of  the  sacking  of  Tarracina.  The  gene- 
ral sent  a  letter  wreathed  with  laurel  to  his  brother,  with, 
intelligence  of  the  victory,  desiring,  at  the  same  time,  to  know 
whether  he  should  march  directly  forward  to'Bome,  or  stay 
to  finish  the  entire  reduction  of  Camp^ia;  a  delay  which, 
was  of  real  benefit,  not  only  to  Vespasian's  party,  but  the 
commonwealth ;  for  if  a  soldiery,  flushed  with  success,  and  to 
their  natural  hardihood  adding  the  insolence  of  victory,  had 
been  led  to  Rome,  there  would  have  been  a  conflict  of  no 
trifling  magnitude,  and  not  without  the  destruction  of  the 
city.  For  Lucius  Vitellius,  though  his  character  was  bad, 
wanted  not  vigour  of  mind.  He  had  raised  himself  to  emi- 
nence, not  by  his  virtues,  as  is  the  case  with  good  men,  but 
by  his  vices,  like  the  most  profligate  of  mankind* 

78.  While  these  transactions  were  going  on  with  the  party 
of  Vitellius,  the  army  of  Vespasian,  quitting  Namia,  were 
passing  the  Satumalian  holidays^  at  Ocriculum,^  quite  at  their 
ease.  To  wait  for  the  arrival  of  Mucianus,  was  the  ostensi- 
ble reason  for  this  ill-timed  delay.  Motives  of  a  different 
nature  were  imputed  to  Antonius.  There  were  those  who 
Suspected  him  of  having  lingered  there  with  a  fraudulent  in« 
tent,  in  consequence  of  letters  of  Vitellius,  in  which  he  oflered 
him  the  considship,  his  daughter,  who  was  marriageable,  and 
a  rich  dowry.  Others  treated  it  as  mere  invention,  a  con- 
trivance to  gratify  Mucianus.  Some  were  of  opinion  that 
it  was  the  deliberate  plan  of  all  the  generals  to  alarm  the 
city  with  the  appearance  of  war,  rather  than  to  carry  it  into 

^  The  Satumalian  festival  began  on  the  17th  of  Deoember. 
'  Otricoli,  in  the  duchy  of  Spoleto. 
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Borne;  since  the  strongest  cohorts  had  abandoned  Yitellius, 
and  as  all  his  resources  were  cut  off,  it  was  thought  he  would 
abdicate.  But  all  was  defeated,  at  first  by  the  temerity,  and 
in  the  end  by  the  irresolution,  of  Sabinuf^  who,  having  rashly 
taken  up  arms,  was  not  able,  against  so  small  a  force  as 
three  cohorts,  to  defend  the  capitol,  a  fortress  of  unequalled 
strength,  and  capable  of  resisting  the  shock  of  powerful 
armies.  Where  all  were  guilty  of  misconduct,  the  blame 
cannot  well  be  fixed  on  any  one  in  particular;  for  both  Muci- 
anus,  by  the  ambiguity  of  his. letters,  checked  the  progress  of 
the  victorious  army;  and  Antonius,by  ill-timed  compliances,  or 
perhaps  to  retort  odiimi  upon  Mucianus,  committed  an  error; 
and  the  rest  of  the  officers,  concluding  that  the  war  was  ended, 
occasioned  the  disasters  that  signalized  its  close.  Even 
Petilius  Cerealis,  who  had  been  sent  forward  at  the  head  of 
a  thousand  horse,  that  cutting  across  through  the  Sabine 
country  he  might  enter  Rome  by  the  Salarian  road,i  did  not 
push  on  with  the  requisite  vigour ;  but  at  last  the  news  that 
the  capitol  was  besieged  put  them  on  the  alert. 

79.  Antonius,  in  the  night  time,  moved  along  the  Flaminian 
road,  and  arrived  at  the  Red  Rocks*  when  the  mischief  was 
done.  There  he  heard  that  Sabinus  was  murdered;  that  the 
capitol  was  burnt;  that  the  city  was  in  consternation;  in 
fact,  nothing  but  bad  news.  Word  was  also  brought  that  the 
populace,  joined  by  the  slaves,  had  taken  up  arms  for  Vitel- 
lius.  At  the  same  time  the  cavalry,  under  Petilius  Cerealis, 
met  with  a  defeat.  Advancing  incautiously,  and  with  preci- 
pitation, as  against  vanquished  troops,  they  were  received  by 
a  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry  intermixed.  The  battle  was 
fought  at  a  small  distance  firom  Rome,  amidst  houses,  and 
gaidens,  and  zig-zag  ways,  well  known  to  the  ViteUians,  but 
creating  alarm  and  confusion  in  men  unacquainted  with  them. 
Nor  did  now  the  cavalry  under  Cerealis  act  with  unanimity. 
They  had  among  them  a  party  of  those  who  laid  down  their 
arms  at  Namia,  who  waited  to  see  the  issue  of  the  battle. 
Tullius  Flavianus,  who  commanded  a  squadron  of  Vespasian's 
horse,  was  taken  prisoner.     The  rest  fled  with  scandalous 

1  This  road  began  at  the  Porta  CoUina,  also  called  Salaria,  now  the 
Porta  Salara.  Pliny  (xxxi.  7.  41)  gives  the  origin  of  the  name :  "  Quo- 
niam  ilia  salem  in  Sabinos  portari  convenerat." 

'  About  three  miles  from  Borne. 
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predipitatioii;  th0  conquering  troops  pursuing  them  only  as 
&r  as  FidensB.* 

80.  The  success  of  the  Vitellians  in  this  engagement  in- 
spired the  partisans  at  Bome  with  new  courage.  The  popu- 
lace had  recourse  to  arms.  A  few  were  proviied  with  regular 
shields;  the  rest  snatched  up  whatever  weapons  fell  in 
their  way,  and  with  one  voice  demanded  the  signal  for  the 
attack.  Vitellius  thanked  them,.and  bade  them  press  forward 
in  defence  of  the  city.  He  then  convened  the  senate;  when 
ambassadors  to  the  armies  weje  chosen,  to  propose,  in  the 
name  of  the  commonwealth,  an  agreement  and  pacification. 
They  were  variously  treated.  In  the  camp  of  Petilius  Cere- 
alis  they  were  in  danger  of  their  lives :  the  soldiers  disdaining 
all  terms  of  accommodation.  The  prsetor  Arulenus  Eusticus' 
was  wounded.  In  addition  to  the  violation  of  the  rights  of 
ambassadors,  the  personal  dignity  of  the  man  increased  the 
odium  of  the  proceedings.  His  attendants  were  dispersed. 
The  lictor  that  preceded  him,  presuming  to  clear  the  way, 
was  murdered ;  and  if  the  guard  appointed  by  Cerealis  had 
not  interposed  in  time,  the  privilege  of  ambassadors,  respected 
even  by  barbarous  nations,  had  been  trampled  under  foot,  in 
the  frenzy  of  civil  discord,  under  the  very  walls  of  Rome.  The 
deputies  who  went  to  the  camp  of  Antonius  met  with  a 
milder  reception;  not  because  the  soldiers  had  more  self- 
control,  but  the  general  more  authority. 

81.  Musonius  Rufus,^  a  Roman  knight,  had  followed  in  the 
train  of  the  ambassadors.  He  professed  himself  devoted  to 
the  study  of  philosophy,  and  the  doctrines  of  the  Stoic  sect 
He  mixed  among  the  soldiers,  and  began  to  lecture  armed 
men  by  a  dissertation  on  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  the  cala- 
mities of  war.  Many  treated  him  with  derision;  more  were 
disgusted;  and  some  were  going  to  beat  him  off  and  trample 
upon  him,  had  he  not,  by  the  advice  of  the  more  orderly,  and 
the  menaces  of  others,  ceased  from  his  ill-timed  lessons  of  wis- 
dom. The  vestal  virgins  went  out  with  letters  from  Vitellius 
addressed  to  Antonius.  He  requested  a  postponement  of 
the  contest  for  a  single  day.     If  he  allowed  an  interval  for 

,    ^  The  modem  Castel  G^iiibileo>  bix  miles  from  Borne. 

'  For  Arulenus  Rustlcus,  see  Annals,  zvi.  26 ;  and  Life  of  Agrioolii, 
c  2. 

*  Musonius  Rufus  has  been  mentioned,  Annals,  xiv.  59;  and  xv.  71. 
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reflection,  it  would,  afford  facilities  for  settling  matters.  The 
virgins  were  permitted  to  depart  with  every  mark  of  honour. 
An  answer  in  writing  was  sent  to  Yitellins,  informing  him, 
that  by' the  murder  of  Sabinus,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
capitol,  negotiations  for  the  settlement  of  the  wax  were  put 
out  of  the  question.^ 

82.  Antonius,  however,  called  an  assembly  of  the  soldiers, 
and  in  a  soothing  speech  endeavoured  to  induce  them  to  en- 
camp at  the  Milvian  bridge,'  and  enter  Home  the  next  day. 
His  reason  for  delay  was,  lest  the  soldiery,  with  feelings  excited 
by  the  late  battle,  should  give  no  quarter  to  the  people  or  the 
senate,  nor  respect  the  temples  and  shrines  of  the  gods.  But 
they  looked  with  suspicion  on  every  postponement  of  their 
victory,  as  proceeding  from  hostihty  to  them.  At  the  same 
time  colours  ghttering  on  the  hills,  though  followed  by  an 
undisciplined  rabble,  gave  the  appearance  of  a  hostile  army. 
Forming  into  three  divisions,  the  flrst  proceeded  by  the 
Flamiuian  road;  the  second,  along  the  banks  of  the  Tiber; 
and  the  third  approached  the  gate  Collina,^  by  the  Salarian 
way.  The  mob  was  put  to  flight  by  the  charge  of  the  cavalry ; 
and  the  Yitellian  soldiers^  themselves  also  ranged  in  three 
columns,  came  on.  Many  engagements  took  place  before  the 
walls,  with  various  success,  but  for  the  most  part  favourable 
to-Yespasian's  men,  who  had  the  advantage  in  the  talent  of 
their  leaders.  That  party  only  that  had  wheeled  round  to 
the  left  of  the  city,  through  slippery  and«narrow  passes, 
towards  the  Sallustian  gardens,^  were  roughly  handled. 
The  Yitellians,  standing  on  the  walls  of  the  gardens,  repulsed 
them  with  stones  and  javelins  as  they  approached,  for  the 
best  part  of  the  day ;  but  at  length  Yespasian's  cavalry  forced 
thfiir  way  through  the  Collinian  gate,  and  took  them  in  the 
rear.  A  fierce  battle  was  also  fought  in  the  field  of  Mars. 
Their  good  fortune  and  reiterated  success  gave  the  Flavians 
the  victory.  The  Yitellians  fought  under  the  impulse  of 
despair  alone;  and  though  dispersed,  they  rallied  again 
within  the  wails  of  the  city. 

83.  The  people  were  present  as  spectators  of  the  com- 

1  This  proceasion.  ia  mentioned  by  Suetonius,  Life  of  Yltellius, 

8.16. 

>  See  Annals,  ziu.  47,  and  note.  ^  See  note  \  p.  189. 

^  See  Annala,  ziii  47,  and  note. 
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batants;  and,  as  in  a  theatrical  contest^  encouiaged  now  this 
Bide,  and,  when  a  change  took  place,  the  other,  with  shoutft 
and  plaudits.  Whenever  one  or  other  side  gave  way,  and  the 
men  took  shelter  in  shops,  or  ran  for  refuge  into  any  houses^ 
by  demanding  to  haye  them  dragged  forth,  and  put  to  death, 
they  secured  to  themselves  a  larger  share  of  plunder;  for 
while  ihe  soldiers  were  intent  on  blood  and  slaughter,  the 
plunder  fell  to  the  rabble.  The  city  exhibited  one  entire 
Hcene  of  ferocity  and  abomination;  in  one  place,  battle  and 
wounds ;  in  another,  bathing  and  revelry.  Rivers  of  blood 
and  heaps  of  bodies  at  the  same  time;  and  by  the  side  of 
them  harlots,  and  women  that  differed  not  from  harlots — aU 
that  unbridled  passion  can  suggest  in  the  wantonness  of 
ease — ^all  the  enormities  that  are  committed  when  a  city  is 
sacked  by  its  relentless  foes — so  that  you  would  positively 
suppose  that  Eome  was  at  one  and  the  same  time  frantic  with 
rage  and  dissolved  in  sensuality.  Before  this  period  r^^ar 
bodies  of  armed  men  had  met  in  conflict  within  the  city, 
twice  when  Sylla,  and  once  when  Cinna  conquered.^  N(m: 
was  there  less  of  cruelty  on  those  occasions;  but  now  there 
prevailed  a  reckless  indifference  alien  from  human  nature; 
nay,  even  pleasures  were  not  intermitted,  no,  not  for  an 
instant.  As  if  the  occurrence  formed  an  accession  to  the 
delight  of  the  festive  season,  they  romped,  tiiey  enjoyed  them- 
selves, without  a  thought  about  the  success  of  their  jMurty, 
and  rejoicing  amidst  the  afflictions  of  their  country. 

84.  The  greatest  exertions  were  required  in  storming  the 
camp,^  which  the  bravest  of  the  Yitellians  still  clung  to  as 
their  Ikst  hope;  and  therefore,  with  the  more  diligent  heed 
the  conquerors,  and  with  especial  zeal  the  old  praetorian 
cohorts,  applied  at  once  whatever  means  had  been  discovered 
in  the  capture  of  the  strongest  cities;  shells,  engines,  mounds, 
and  firebraiidB ;  exclaiming .  that  all  the  &tigue8  and  dangers 
they  had  undergone  in  so  many  battles  were  consummated  in 
that  effort,  that  their  city  was  restored  to  the  senate  and 

*  Speaking  of  these  wars,  florus  vrnten :  **  Hoc  deerat  xmum  populi 
Homani  malia,  jam  ut  ipse  intra  se  parricidale  bellum  doml  string«[«ty 
et  in  urbe  media,  ac  foro,  quasi  arena,  cives  cum  civibns  suis,  g^adia- 
torio  more,  concurrerent." — Florus,  lib.  lit  21. 

'  The  camp  of  the  praetorian  guards,  a  little  way  out  of  the  city,  fint 
devlBed  by  Sejanus,  in  the  time  of  Tiberius.    Annals,  iv.  2. 
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people  of  Rome,  and  to  the  gods  their  temples;  that  the  camp 
was  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  soldier — there  was  his  country, 
theepe  his  household  gods.  They  must  either  carry  it  forth- 
with, or  pass  the  night  under  arms.  On  the  other  hand  the 
Yitellians,  though  inferior  in  numbers,  and  less  favoured  by 
fortune,  sought  to  nmr  the  victory,  to  delay  the  pacification, 
stained  their  hearths  and  altars  with  their  blood,  clung  to 
those  endearing  objects  which  the  vanquished  might  never 
more  behold.  Many,  exhausted,  breathed  their  last  upon  the 
towers  and  battlements;  the  few  that  remained  tore  open  the 
gates,  in  a  solid  mass  rushed  in  upon  the  victors,  and  fell,  to 
a  man,  with  honourable  wounds,  &,cing  the  enemy;  such  was 
their  anxiety,  even  in  death,  to  finish  their  course  with  credit 
Yitellius,  seeing  the  city  conquered,  was  conveyed  in  a  litter, 
by  a  private  way  at  the  back  of  the  palace,  to  his  wife*s  house 
on  Mount  Aventine,  with  intent,  if  he  could  lie  concealed 
during  the  day,  to  fly ,  for  refuge  to  his  brother  and  the 
cohorts  at  Taitacina.  Straightway,  firom  his  inherent  fickle- 
ness, and  the  natural  effects  of  fright,  since,  as  he  dreaded 
eveiytiiing,  whatever  course  he  adopted  was  the  least  satis- 
£EU3tory,  he  returned  to  his  palace,  and  found  it  empty  and 
desolate ;  even  his  meanest  slaves  having  made  their  escape, 
or  shunning  the  .presence  of  their  master.  The  solitude  and 
silence  of  the  scene  alarmed  him;  he  opened  the  doors  of  the 
apartments,  and  was  horror-struck  to  see  all  void  and  empty. 
Exhausted  vdth  this  agonizing  state  of  doubt  and  perplexity, 
and  concealing  himseff  in  a  wretched  hiding-place,^  he  was 
dragged  forth  by  Placidus,  the  tribune  of  a  cohort.  With  his 
hands  tied  behind  him,  and  his  garment  torn,  he  was  con- 
ducted, a  revolting  spectacle,  through  crowds  insulting  his 
distress,  without  a  friend  to  shed  a  tear  over  his  misfortunes. 
The.  unseemliness  of  his  end  banished  all  sympathy.  Whether 
one  of  the  Germanic  soldiers  who  met  him  intended  for  him 
the  stroke  he  made,  and  if  he  did,  whether  from  rage  or  to 
rescue  him  the  quicker  from  the  mockery  to  which  he  was 
exposed ;  or  whether  he  aimed  at  the  tribune,  is  uncertain :  he 
cut  off  the  ear  of  the  tribune,  and  was  immediately  dispatched.* 

*  The  portei's  lodge.    See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Vitellius,  sb.  16, 17. 

*  Die  relates  this  incident  with  a  little  variation.  According  to  him, 
the  German  soldier  said,  "  I  will  give  you  the  best  assistance  in  my 
power ;"  and  thereupon  he  stabbed  Yitellius,  and  dispatched  hims^lt, 
Dio,  lib.  Izv. 
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85.  Yitellitui  was  pushed  along,  and  with  swords  pointed  mt 
hifit  throaty  forced  to  raise  his  head,  and  expose  his  coonte- 
uanoe  to  insults :  one  while  they  made  him  look  at  his  statues 
tumbling  to  the  ground;  frequently  to  the  rosCram,  or  thb 
«pot  where  Galba  peiished;  and  lastly  they  droye  him  to 
Geinoniss,^  where  the  body  of  Flavius  Sabinus  had  been 
thrown*^  One  expression  of  his  was  heard,  that  spoke  a 
spirit  not  utterly  &llen^  when  to  a  tribune  who  instdted  him 
in  his  misery  he  observed,  that  nevertheless  he  had  been  his 
emperor.  He  died  soon  after  under  repeated  wounds.  The 
populate,  with  the  same  perversity  of  judgment  that  had 
prompted  them  to  honour  him  while  living;  assailed  him  with 
indignities  when  dead. 

86.  He  was  bom  at  Luoma.  He  had  completed  his  ^y^ 
seventh  year.  He  rose  to  the  consulships  to  pontifical  digni- 
ties, and  a  name  and  rank  amongst  the  most  eminent  citizens, 
without  any  personal  merit;  but  obtained  all  from  the 
splendid  reputation  of  his  &ther.'  The  men  who  conferred 
the  imperial  dignity  upon  him  did  not  so  much  as  know  him. 
By  impotence  and  slol^  he  gained  the  affections  of  the  army, 
to  a  degree  in  which  few  have  attained  them  by  wortiiy  means. 
Frankness  and  generosity,  however,  he  possessed;  qualities 
which,  unless  duly  regnkted,  become  the  occasions  of  ruin. 
He  imagined  that  friendships  could  be  cemented,  not  by  an 
uniform  course  of  virtue,  but  by  profuse  liberality,  and  there- 
fbre  earned  them  rather  than  cultivated  them.  Doubtless  the 
interest  of  the  commonwealth  required  the  Ml  of  Yitellius;  but 
those  who  betrayed  Yitellius  to  Vespasian  can  clmm  no  merit 
for  their  perfidy,  since  they  had  broken  &ith  with  Galba. 

The  day  now  verging  rapidly  towards  sunset,  on  account  of 
the  consternation  of  the  magistrates  and  senators  who  secreted 
themselves  by  withdrawing  from  ihe  city,  or  in  the  several 
houses  of  their  clients,  the  senate  could  not  be  convened. 
When  all  apprehenaon  of  hostile  violence  had  subsided,  Domi- 
tian  came  forth  to  the  generals  of  his  party,  was  unanimously 
saluted  with  the  title  of  Csesar,  and  esc6rted  by  a  iramerous 
body  of  soldiers,  armed  as  they  were,  to  his  fathei^s  house.    ' 

^  See  Suetoaiufl,  Life  of  Yitemoa,  ■.  IT.         . 

'  YitelUiu  owed  much  to  the  illtiBtrioas  name  of  Idt  fftUier;  but  it 
appears  that  he  advanoed  himself  by  the  obeequioua  aita  which  he 
practised,  under  Caligula^  Claudius,  and  Nera  See  SuetoniuB,  Life  of 
Yitellius,  s.  4. 
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1.  Bt  the  death  of  Yitellius,  the  wbx  wbb  stispendecl  rather 
than  peace  established.  .  The  victors,  armed,  huoted  the  va% 
quished  through  the  city  with  inexorable  rancour.  Thjd 
streets  were  choked  with  carnage,  the  forum  and  the  templies 
inundated  with  blood,  all  who  fell  in  the  way  of  the  oonqu^ 
rors  being  butchered  without  distinction.  And  in  a  little 
time,  their  audacity  increasing,  they  searched  for  and  dragged 
to  ^ght  those  who  had  concealed  themselves;  any  persofi 
they  saw  who  was  tall  in  stature,  and  in  the  vigour  of  life,^ 
they  butchered;  making  no  distinction  between  citizen  an^ 
soldier.  Their  cruelty  satiated  itself  with  blood  in  the  first 
heat  of  resentment,  and  then  it  assumed  the  fc»in  of  rapacity. 
2f  othing  was  suffered  to  remain  concealed,  nothing  unviolated, 
under  colour  of  detecting  the  partisans  of  Vitellius;  hence 
they  took  occasion  to  begin  breaking  open  houses,  or  if  resist^ 
anoe  were  made,  it  formed  an  excuse  for  shedding  blood.  All 
,the  vile  and  indigent  joined  in  the  fiay;  abandoned  slav^ 
came  forward  and  betrayed  their  rich  masters;  others  were 
pointed  out  by  their  friends.  Lamentations  were  heard  in 
every  quarter,  and  Eome  was  filled  with  thQ  cries  of  despair, 
and  the  horrors  of  a  city  taken  by  storm ;  insomuch  that  th^ 
people  regretted  the  licentiousness  of  the  Othonian.and 
Yitellian  soldiers,  which  before  excited  their  indignatiou. 
The  chiefs^  who  had  succeeded  so  well  in  kindling  the  fiame 
of  eivil  war,  were  unable  to  check  the  insolence  of  victory: 
for,  to  stir  up  tumult  and  public  distraction,  the  most  pror- 
iii^te  have  ^e  greatest  power;  but  peace  and  order  are. the 
work  of  virtue  and  ability. 

2.  Domitian  fixed  his  residence  in  the  imperial  palace,  with 
the  name  of  Caesar,  but  as  yet  pedd  no  attention  tq  affairs  ojf 
government  However,  in  riot  and  debauchery,  he  played 
the  part  of  the  emperor's  son.  The  command  of  the  prs^ 
toiian  bands  was  assigned  to  Arrius  Yaru^  while  the  supreme 

'  The  German  troops,  men  of  laige  stature,  and  in  the  prime  of  Ufe^ 
wer«  attached  to  Yitdlius.    See  c.  4  of  the  Germania. 
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authority  rested  with  Antonius,  who  eagerly  appropriated 
treasure  and  slaves  from  the  house  of  the  prince,  as  if  they 
were  the  spoils  of  Cremona.  The  other  officers,  as  from  their 
moderation  or  obscurity  they  were  undistinguished  during  the 
war,  so  were  they  unrewarded.  The  people,  still  in  conster- 
nation, and  ready  to  crouch  in  servitude,  demanded  that 
Lucius  Vitellius,  then  advancing  with  the  cohorts  from  Tar- 
racina,  might  be  intercepted,  and  the  remainder  of  the  war 
annihilated.  The  cavalry  was  sent  forward  to  Aricia,  and 
the  legions  halted  on  this  side  of  Bovillss;  but  Lucius  Vitel- 
lius, without  hesitation,  surrendered  himself  and  his  cohorts 
to  be  dealt  with  as  the  victor  chose;  and  the  soldiers,  aban- 
doning an  unfortunate  cause,  laid  down  their  arms,  as  much 
from  indignation  as  fear.  The  captives  marched  through  the 
city  in  a  long  procession,  guarded  on  each  side  by  a  file  of 
troops;  not  one  with  the  mien  of  a  suppliant,  but  all  gloomy 
and  sullen,  not  moving  a  muscle  at  the  shouts  and  insolence 
of  the  jeering  rabble.  A  few,  who  ventured  to  rush  out 
upon  them,  were  overpowered  by  those  that  hemmed  them 
in;  the  rest  were  secured  in  prison.  Not  a  word  escaped 
from  any  of  them  unworthy  of  their  warlike  character;  and 
though  under  the  frowns  of  fortune,  they  preserved  their 
reputation  for  valour.  Lucius  Vitellius  was  forthwith  put  to 
death.  In  vice  equal  to  his  brother,  he  surpassed  lum  in 
activity  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  affairs;  not  so  much  a 
sharer  in  his  good  fortune,  as  involved  in  the  consequences 
of  his  fall. 

3.  About  the  same  time,  Lucilius  Bassus '  was  despatched 
with  a  party  of  light-armed  cavalry,  to  restore  tranquillity  in 
Campania;  where  the  municipalities  were  agitated  with  dia- 
«ensions  among  themselves,  rather  than  by  a  spirit  of  disafiec- 
tion  towards  the  prince.  On  the  first  appearance  of  a  military 
force,  all  was  hushed:  and  the  cities  of  inferior  note  wore 
treated  with  indulgence.  The  third  legion  was  stationed  in 
winter-quarters  at  Capua,'  and  its  principal  &milies  were 
exposed  to  severe  suffering;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
the  people  of  Tarracina  no  relief  was  extended;  so  true  it  is, 
that  men  are  more  willing  to  retaliate  an  injury  than  to 
requite  an  obligation :  because  gratitude  imposes  a  burden^ 

■    *  For  Lucilius  Bassus,  see  Hist  il  100 ;  and  iii.  12. 
^  The  people  of  Capua  had  been  partisans  of  Vitellius.    Hist.  iu.  ST* 
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but  revenge  is  attended  -with  gain.^  It  was  some  solace  to 
ihe  people  of  Tarracina  to  see  the  slave  of  Yerginius  Capito, 
who,  as  already  mentioned,'  betrayed  them,  hanging  on  a 
gibbet,  with  the  identical  rings  on  his  fingers  which  he 
received  from  Vitellins.  At  Rome,  the  senate,  in  high  glee, 
and  confident  as  to  the  result  of  things,  decreed  to  Vespasian 
all  the  honours  usually  granted  to  their  princes :  for  the  civil 
war  which  first  broke  out  in  Spain  and  Gaul,  involving  Ger- 
many and  soon  after  lUyricum,  after  having  swept  over 
Egypt,  Judaea,  Syria,  and  all  the  provinces  and  armies  of  the 
empire,  seemed  at  length  to  have  come  to  a  close  when  the 
whole  world  had  been,  as  it  were,  purged  from  its  pollutions. 
Their  zeal  was  heightened  by  letters  from  Vespasian,  written 
on  the  supposition  that  the  war  continued.  Such  was  their 
character,  on  a  cursory  view  of  them;  but,  notwithstanding, 
he  spoke  as  emperor;  though  concerning  himself  his  language 
was  constitutional,  and  showed  a  paramount  concern  for  the 
public  interest.  Nor  was  the  senate  backward  in  demonstra- 
tions of  respect;  they  decreed  the  consulship  to  Vespasian 
and  his  son  Titus.  Domitian  was  made  praetor  with  consular 
authority.3 

4.  Mucianus  had  also  sent  letters  to  the  senate,  which 
furnished  matter  for  remarks.  "  If  he  was  still  a  private 
citizen,^  why  should  he  speak  on  the  affairs  of  the  state? 
The  same  might  have  been  said  in  a  few  days  in  his  place 
as  a  senator.  His  very  invective,  too,  against  Vitellius, 
came  too  late,  and  gave  no  proof  of  independent  spirit. 
His  vain-glorious  boast,  that  having  the  sovereign  power 
in  his  own  disposal,  he  conferred  it  on  Vespasian,  was  de- 
grading to  the  commonwealth,  and  insulting  to  the  prince." 
In  terms  of  much  respect,  they  decreed  triumphal  decorations 
to  Mucianus,  in  reality  for  his  conduct  in  the  civil  war;  but 

.*  Seneca  speaks  to  the  same  purpose :  ''  Ita  natura  comparatum  est, 
nt  altius  injuriaD  quam  merita  descendant ;  et  hsec  cito  defluant,  illas 
ienax  memoria  custodiat.'*  (De  Benef.  i  1.)  Hobbes  of  Malmesbury 
seems  to  have  had  his  eye  on  Tacitus,  when  he  says,  in  his  Leviathan, 
'*  Benefits  oblige;  and  obligation  is  thraldom ;  and  unrequitable  obliga- 
tion perpetual  thraldom,  which  is  hatefuL" 

*  Hist.  iiL»77.  *  See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Domitian,  s.  1.  ' 

*  Mucianus  assxmied  a  character  above  the  rank  of  a  private  citizen, 
when  he  took  upon  him  to  address  the  consuls  and  the  senate.  See 
Gioero  ad  Familiares,  Epist.  zv. 
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his  expedition  against  the  Sannatians  was  the  pretext^  The 
oonsular  ornaments  were  voted  to  Antonius  Primus,  and  the 
praetorian  to  Cortielius  Fuscus  and  Arrius  Yams.  The  goda 
were  the  next  object  ©t  tiieir  care ;  thejr  resolved  to  rebuild 
the  capitol.  All  th^se  motionB  were  made  by  Valerius  Asi- 
aticus,  consul  elect.  The  rest  signified  their  assent  by  a 
nod^  Qt  the  hand.  '  A  few,  distinguished  for  their  rank,  or 
habitual  servility,  expressed  their  assent  in  set  speeches. 
When  it  came  to  the  turn  of  Helyidius  Priscns,  praetor  elect, 
without  hesitation  he  delivered  a  speech  as  complimentary  to 
a  virtuous  prince  as  it  was  destitnte  of  disguise;  he  was 
heard  with  applause  by  the  whole  assembly,  and  that  day 
formed  an  important  era  in  his  life,  bs  ministering  ooca- 
fflon  for  a  serious  coUiedon,  and  the  acquisition  of  signal 
renown. 

5.  As  I  have  again  &llen  upon  the  m«ation  of  a  man 
whose  name  ihust  frequently  recur,  the  case  seems  to  require 
that  I  should  briefly  traoe  out  his  character  and  pursuits,  as 
well  as  the  fortune  that  attended  him.  Helvidius  Priscus 
was  bom  in  the  municipal  city  of  Tarradna.  His  &ther, 
Cluvius,^  was  a  centurion  of  principal  rank.  He  applied  bia 
splendid  talents  to  sublime  studies,  from  his  earliest  years; 
not  with  a  design,  as  most  men  do,  to  vdil  a  life  of  indolence 
with  an  imposing  name,  but  to  bring  with  him  into  public 
business  a  mind  fortified  against  the  aocid^its  of  fortune. 
He  adopted  the  tenets  of  those  philosoj^^s  who  maintain 
that  virtue  alone  is  good,  and  vice  evil ;  who  oofimdefc  power, 
noble  descent,  and  all  other  circumstances  independent  of 
^e  mind,  as  belonging  to  the  class  of  things  neither  good 
nor  evil.  When  yet  only  of  quaestorian  rank,  Pietus  Thrasea 
gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage.  Of  all  the  virtues  of  his 
father-in-law,  he  imbibed  none  so  deeply  as  his  spirit  of* 
liberty.  As  a  citizen,  si^nator,  husband,  son-in-law,  friend, 
he  discharged  all  the  duties  of  his  several  relations  leith 

^  TriuzDplifi  and  triumphal. ornaments  were  never  granted  tor  a  vic- 
tory over  Koman  citizens. 

*  Helvidius  Priscus  has  been  mentioned,  Annals,  TvL  85.  As  C^uviiis 
was  his  father,  it  follows  that  he  wjis  adopted  by  a  person  of  tiie  naatne 
of  Helvidius  Priscus.  Lipsius  trunks  it  was  by  Helvidiili  mentioned 
Annals,  xii.  i9,  who  at  that  time  served  in  Asia  in  the  capacity  of 
miilitary  tribune. 

*  For  PsBtus  Thrasea,  see  Annals,  xvi.  28,  85. 
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undeviating  propriety;  dospifiuig  ricdies;  In  the  catise  of 
truth  inflexible;  and,  wheoi  dagger  threatened,  erect  and 
firm. 

6.  Some  might  consider  him  as  too  fond  of  fame^fortha 
desire  of  glory  clings  ev^i  to  the  best  of  men»  longer  than 
any  other  passion.  When  his  &ther-in-law  fell,  he  was  driven 
into  exile;  but  being  reealied  in  the  reign  of  Galba^  he  stood 
forth  the  accuser  of  Epnus  Marcellus,  the  informer  against 
PsBtns  Thnsea.^  This  prosecution,  which  whether  it  was  the 
more  just  or  magnanimous,  it  were  hard  to  tell,  divided  the 
aenate  into  contending  Actions;  for  the  ruin  of  Marcellus 
irould  draw  after  it  the  whole  phalanx  of  informers.  TbQ 
contest  at  first  was  fiercely  conducted,  and  sustained  by 
speeches  of  consummate  eloquence  on  both  sides  afterwards. 
Galba  balanced  between  the  parties,  and  many  senators  de^ 
precating  its  ocmtinttance,  Helvidius  desisted;  a  proceeding 
which  subjected  him  to  conflicting  remarks:  such  is  human 
nature;  some  commending  his  moderation,  others  regretting 
kis  want  of  firmness.  However,  on  the  day  when  the  senate 
voted  the  succession  of  Vespasian*^  it  was  agreed  that  depu* 
ties  should  be  sent  to  the  prince.  In  the  debate  upon  this 
occasion,  a  idiarp  conflict  enffiied  between  Helvidius  Priscus 
and  Eprius  Marcellus.  The  former  proposed  that  the  ambas« 
odors  should  be  named  by  the  magistrates  on  oath;  the 
latter  was  for  drawing  the  names  hjloi,  as  had  been  proposed 
by  the  consul  elect 

.  7.  But  the  seal  of  Marcellus  was  stimulated  by  apprehen- 
sions of  personal  disgrace,  if  he  should  appear  to  be  postponed 
to  others  in  the  selection.  After  an  interchange  of  remarks, 
ihey  proceeded  gradually  to  continuous  and  acrimonious 
speeches;  Helvidius  asking  Marcellus,  ''Why  he  should 
dread  so  much  the  decision  of  ihe  magistrates)  He  had 
wealth  and  eloqueneoy  which  would  give  him  advantage  over 
many,  unless  tfa^  recollection  of  his  crimes  proved  a  hindrance: 

*  HelviditiB  waa  banished  1)7  Nert),  Annals,  xvi.  35.  He  returned  to 
Borne  among  the  exilee  wbom  Gidlia  restored  to  their  country.  Hist. 
2L  92.  EpriiiB  Haroellw  was  tibe  mortil  enemy  of  Thzasea.  Annals^ 
xvi  28. 

»  '  The  decree  of  the  senate,  by  which  the  imperial  prerogaijyo  was 
Tested  in  the  emperor,  is  usually  called  jLex  Jiegia,  IBrotier  says,  t])^^ 
law  passed  in  favour  of  Vespasian  is  stiU-«ztant  x)n-atiabld  of  brW84n 
the  palace  of  the  capitoL  .     ■.'. 
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no  diBtinction  of  character  was  made  by  the  lot  and  nm. 
The  method  of  suffrage  and  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  the 
senate  had  been  adopted  to  reach  the  life  and  character  of 
individuals;  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  community,  and 
the  honour  of  the  prince,  that  such  as  approached  him  should 
be  men  of  unblemished  integrity,  who  would  pour  into  the 
ear  of  the  prince  the  language  of  truth  and  sincerity.  Ves- 
pasian had  been  in  habits  of  friendship  with  Thrasea,  Sora- 
nus,  and  Sentius  ;^  and  if  the  informers  against  them  were  not 
to  suffer  punishment,  still  it  was  not  fitting  that  they  should 
be  held  up  as  paragons.  By  this  decision  of  the  senate,  the 
prince  would,  as  it  were,  be  warned  whom  he  may  trust,  and 
whom  he  should  suspect.  There  was  no  more  efficient  means 
of  insuring  good  goyemment^  than  for  the  prince  to  hare 
honest  friends.  Marcellus  may  rest  satisfied  with  inciting^ 
Nero  to  the  murder  of  so  many  innocent  citizens ;  he  should  be 
content  to  enjoy  the  rewards  of  his  guilt  and  impunity,  and 
leave  Vespasian  to  better  men  than  himself" 

8.  Marcellus  observed  in  reply,  "  that  the  motion,  which 
was  opposed  with  so  much  warmth,  did  not  originate  with 
himself  It  was  proposed  by  the  consul  elect,  in  conformity 
to  ancient  precedents,^  which  had  established  the  lot  for  the 
election  of  ambassadors,  to  preclude  cabals  and  prejudices. 
No  reason  could  be  assigned  why  established  usages  should 
£ill  into  desuetude,  or  the  ceremony  of  paying  respect  to  the 
prince  bo  wrested  to  the  purpose  of  stigmatising  any  person. 
All  were  competent  to  the  duty  of  doing  homage;  what  was 
more  to  be  guarded  against  was,  lest  by  the  intractable 
tempers  of  some  persons,  offence  should  be  given  to  the 
prince  at  the  opening  of  his  reign,  when  his  mind  is  naturally 
filled  with  apprehensions,  and  watches  the  veiy  looks  and 
language  of  every  body.  For  himself  he  was  not  tumiindfiil 
of  the  times  on  which  he  was  fiJlen,  of  the  form  of  govern- 
ment established  by  their  ancestors :  he  admired  the  past,  and 
accommodated  himself  to  the  present  system,  devoutly  wish- 
ing for  virtuous  princes,  but  willing  to  acquiesce  under  any 
sort     The  overtlu*ow  of  Thrasea  could  not  be  imputed  to  his 

^  Who  Sentius  was,  does  not  appear.  Brotier  proposes  to  read 
Seneca. 

'  See  Cicero  ad  Atticum,  lib.  i.  epist.  17;  and  also  Suetonius,  Life  of 
Aogustua,  s.  35. 


C.  9.]  DEBATES.  IN  THE  SENATE.  201 

gpeecb,*  more  than  to  the  decision  of  the  senate;  the  cruelty 
of  Nero  accomplished  its  purposes  by  means  of  such  mobkeries 
as  these.  Nor  did  others  suffer  more  from  exile  than  he  him- 
self did  from  such  a  friendship ;  in  a  word,  let  Helvidius  be 
ranked  with  the  Catos  and  the  Bruti  in  courage  and  fortitude^ 
for  himself,  he  pretended  to  be  no  more  than  one  of  that  very- 
senate,  which,  as  well  as  he,  crouched  to  the  tyrant.  He  ad- 
vised even  Prisons  not  to  aspire  above  his  sovereign,  nor 
affect  to  control  by  his  lectures  a  prince  advanced  in  years, 
who  had  gained  triumphal  honours,  and  the  &,ther  of  princes 
in  the  prime  of  life.  As  unlimited  power  was  the  aim  of  the 
worst  princes,  so,  however  exceDent  they  may  be,  they  desired 
to  see  liberty  exercised  within  due  bounds."  These  argu- 
mentsf  urged  with  earnest  zeal  on  both  sides,  were  heard  with 
the  extremes  of  approbation  and  aversion.  The  party  that 
preferred  choosing  the  ambassadors  by  lot  prevailed;  even 
those  of  the  ^thei-s  who  were  for  a  middle  course,  assisting  to 
retain  the  customary  pi-actioe;  while  all  the  most  distin- 
guished inclined  the  same  way,  from  fear  of  incurring  odium 
if  they  should  themselves  be  chosen. 

9.  This  struggle  was  followed  by  another.  The  praetors, 
who  at  that  time  conducted  the  department  of  the  treasury,^ 
after,  complaining  of  the  poverty  of  the  state,  proposed  a  plan 
of  retrenchment  The  consul  elect  was  for  referring  this 
business  to  the  prince,  in  consideration  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  grievance  and  the  difl&culty  of  remedying  it.  Helvidius 
Priscus  contended  that  it  was  a  matter  to  be  settled  according 
to  the  discretion  of  the  senate.  The  consuls  were  collecting 
the  votes,  when  Volcatius  Tertullinus,  a  tribune  of  the  people, 
interposed  his  veto,  that  in  so  arduous  a  business  anything 
should  be  determined  in  the  absence  of  the  emperor.  Helvi- 
dius had  moved  that  the  capitol  should  be  rebuilt  by  the 
public,  with  the  aid  of  Vespasian.  Men  of  moderation  passed 
this  proposition  over  in  silence,  and  then  forgot  it.  There 
were  some  who  also  ftmembered  it.^ 

'  See  the  speech  of  Eprius  Maroellus  against  Thrasea,  Axmals, 
xvi-  28. 

*  For  the  managers  of  the  ^rarium,  or  the  public  treasury,  see 
Annals,  xiii.  29. 

*  Helvidius  contended  for  the  independence  of  the  senate.  The  ruin 
of  this  excellent  man  was  the  disgrace  of  Vespasian's  reign. 
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10.  MoBonitiB  Rufiu^  theu  made  an  attack  on  Pablios 
Oder/ 'whom  he  charged  with  having  accomphiihed  the  ruiu 
of  Baiieas  Soraniis,^  by  £^l8e  testimony.  This  investigation  it 
was  -thought  would  revive  the  animosities  connected  with  the 
i^ystem  of  informations.  But  the  defendant,  base  and  guilty 
sa  he  was,  could  not  be  sereened,  for  the  memory  of  Soranus 
was  held  in  veneration,  and  Cel^,  who  was  a  teacher  of  phi- 
losophy, and  afterwards  the  accuser  of  Bareas,  appeared  as  the 
betrayer  and  seducer  of  his  Mend,  and,  as  he  pretended,  his 
pupiL  The  next  sitting  was  fixed  for  the  cause*  Nor  did 
Musonius  or  Publius  excite  the  public  expectation  so  much  as 
Priscus  and  Marcellus,  and  others  of  that  class,  now  that  the 
minds  of  men  were  inflamed  with  a  desire  of  vengeance. 

11.  In  this  state  of  affiura,  when  the  senate  was  split  into 
jgictions;  when  the  vanquished  party  burned  with  resentment^ 
and  the  conquerors  were  without  authority;  with  no  laws,  no 
sovereign  at  the  head  of  afOurs,  Mucianus  entered  the  city; 
and  soon  engrossed  the  whole  power  of  the  state.  The  influ- 
ence of  Antonius  Primus  and  Arrius  Varus  was  demolished 
at  once;  Mucianus  ill  suppressing  his  xage  against  them, 
though  he  betrayed  it  not  in  his  looks.  But  the  people  of 
Home,  shrewd  in  exploring  the  antipathies  of  parties,  veered 
round,  and  tzansferml  their  homage  to  Muaianu&  He  alone 
was  the  object  of  their  suit  and  adoraticHL  Mucianus^  on  his 
{Art,  omitted  nothing:  he  appeared  in  public  attended  by 
armed  guards;  chopping  and  changing  his  palaces  and  gu> 
dens;  in  his  equipage,  hjs  gait^  his  n^t  watches,  aspiring  to 
the  substance  of  impeorial  power,  whUe  repudiating  the  name. 
The  murder  of  Oalpumius  Galerianus^  difiused  a  sensaiioix  of 
extreme  alarm.  He  was  the  son  of  Gaius  Piso.  He  was  a 
poiectly  guiltless  man,  but  the  splendour  of  his  name  and 
his  own  fine  person  fmrmed  firequent  sulgects  of  commenda- 
tion among  the  people;  aud  in  a  city  like  Borne,  still  in 
agitation^  and  listening  with  greedy  ears  to  every  finak 
rumour,  there  were  not  wanting  persons  to  invest  hun  with 
the  empty  name  of  succeeding  to  the  throne.     By  order  of 

1  For  MixBoninB  Rufus,  see  Annalii,  xIy.  59;  xv.  71;  and  Hist.  iiL  71K. 
'  '  EgnatiaB  Celer;  AiuuilB,  kwL  92, 

*  For  Bareas  Soraaos,  see  Annala,  xii  53 ;  xyi  21,  28. 
^  *  Calpumiufl  Galerianns  was  Um  aon  of  C.  Calpttmius  Piso,  who  dia- 
patched  himself  to  aroid  Nero's  emelly.    Anwalu,  xv.  59. 
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Mticianus  he  was  taken  into  custody,  and  lest  his  death  in  the 
city  should  excite  too  much  notice,  he  was  conveyed  under 
guard  to  a  place  forty  miles  distant,  on  the  Appian  road, 
where  his  veins  were  opened,  and  he  hied  to  death.  Julius 
Priscus,  who  commanded  the  pcsetonan  hands  under  YitQllius, 
dispatched  himself  with  his  own  hand,  from  a  sense  of  shame 
rather  than  hy  compulsion.  Alf^nus  Varus  preferred  to 
protract  a  life  of  sloth  and  in^Euny;  while  Asiaticus,^  the 
fireedman,  sufiered  for  his  abused  imd  ill-gotten  power,  by 
being  put  to  death  as  a  slaveu 

12.  About  this  period,  the  report  which  had  gained  ground 
of  a  dreadful  de£^t  in  Germany  reached  the  city,  but  with- 
out exciting  any  sensation  of  sorrow.  Men  talked  of  the, 
revolt  of  Gaol,  slaughtered  armies,  and  the  capture  of  the 
winter-camp  of  the  legions,  as  if  they  were  not  calamities. 
The  causes  which  led  to  the  war  in  that  quarter,  the  commo- 
tions which  it  kindled  among  our  allies,  and  nations  uncon- 
nected with  us,  I  will  trace  to  their  origin,  The  Batavians, 
while  they  dwelt  beyond  .the  Ehine,  were  a  part  of  the  people 
<»Llled  the  Cattians.^  Driven  from  their  native  country  by 
intestine  commotions,  they  settled  on  a  waste  tract  of  land 
on  the  extreme  confines  of  Gaul,  and,  at  the  same  time,  took 
possession  of  an  island  among  the  shoals,  washed  at  the 
northern  extremity  by  the  ooeac,  and  at  the  back,  and  on 
both  sides,  by  the  Bhine.  Unoppressed  by  the  Boman  power 
and  an  alhanoe  with  a  nation  more  potent  than  themselves, 
-^ey  merely  furnished  men  and  arms  in  support  of  the  em- 

j  pire ;  having  had  much  experience  in  the  German  wars,  and 
I  afterwards  added  to  their  fiune  by  their  service  in  Britain,^ 
whither  cohorts  of  them  were  conveyed  under  the  command 
of  the  most  diistinguic&ed  chiefe  of  their  country,  in  confor« 
mity  with  their  long- established  practice. .  In  their  own 
country  Ihey  also  maintained  a  chosen  body  of  cavalry,  so 
remarkably  expert  in  swimming,  that  in  whole  squadrcMis, 
with  their  arms;,  aihd  keeping  hold  of  their  horses,  they  could 
make  good  their  way  across  the  Bhine. 

13.  The  most  eminent  chieftains  of  the  nation  were  Julius 

^  AsiatieixB  was  the  fiftTmirite  freedmm  of  YitelHuB.    Hist  IL  57, 95* 
'  For  the  Batavi  and  the  Catti,  see  e.  29  of  tiie  Gtermsaia. 
'  The  Batavittns  served  in  Britain  as  the  allies  and  aoziUarififl  of 
Borne.     Life  of  Agricola,  cc.  18,  36.  i 
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Paulus  and  Claudius  Civilis,'  both  of  royal  descent.  The 
former,  under  a  false  charge  of  rebellion,  was  put  to  death  by 
Fonteius  Capito.  Civilis  was  sent  in  irons  to  be  disposed  of 
by  Nero :  Galba  released  him  from  his  fetters.  Under  Vitel- 
lius,  he  was  again  in  danger  from  the  Roman  soldiers,  who 
called  aloud  for  his  execution.  Hence  his  hatred  of  the 
Boman  name,  and  his  hopes  of  success  founded  on  the  dis- 
tractions of  the  empire.  But  Civilis,  with  a  natural  shrewd- 
ness above  the  ordinary  run  of  barbarians,  took  occasion  from 
a  similar  blemish  of  the  face,  to  call  himself  a  second  Ser- 
torius,  or  Hannibal;'  and  wishing  to  avoid  an  open  rupture 
with  Rome,  lest  a  force  should  be  sent  against  him  as  an 
enemy,  affected  attachment  to  the  person  and  cause  of  Vespa- 
sian. Some  colour,  it  must  be  admitted,  was  given  to  this 
proceeding  by  the  letters  he  received  from  Antonius,  directing 
him  to  prevent  the  arrival  of  the  succours  summoned  by 
Vitellius,  and  keep  the  legions  in  the  province  under  pretence 
of  commotions  in  Germany.  Hordeonius  Flacous  gave  the 
same  advice  in  peraon,  having  espoused  Vespasian's  cause,  and 
from  concern  for  his  country,  whose  destruction  was  inevitable 
if  renewed  force  were  given  to  the  war,  and  so  many  thousands 
of  troops  poiu^  down  upon  Italy. 

14.  Civilis,  therefore,  having  taken  his  resolution  to  revolt, 
concealed  his  ulterior  views  for  the  time,  and,  intending  to  be 
guided  l^  events  as  to  other  matters,  thus  commenced  his 
revolutionaiy  proceedings.  By  order  of  Vitellius,  the  youth 
of  Batavia  was  to  be  called  upon  to  enlist.  This  requisition, 
onerous  in  itself,  was  rendered  still  more  so  by  the  avartoe 
and  profligacy  of  the  Roman  officers;,  who  pressed  the  aged 
and  infirm  into  the  8ei*vice,  to  gain  the  price  of  their  dis- 
charge. On  the  other  hand,  boys  of  tender  years  and  hand^ 
some  persons  (and  generally  their  youths  are  well -grown) 
were  dragged  away  to  prostitution.  Hence  a  feeling  of  in- 
dignation; and  the  leaders  of  the  preconcerted  conspiracy 
induced  them  to  refuse  to  be  enrolled.  Civilis,  under  the 
pretext  of  a  banquet^  convened  the  nobles,  and  bravest  of  the 

^  Julius  Paulus  and  Claudius  Civilis  were  brothers,  as  appears  from 
c.  82  of  this  book.  Civilis  is  called  Julius  Civilis,  Hist  L  S^.  Perhaps 
huB  name  was  Julius  Claudius  Civilis. 

'  For -Hannibal's  person,  see-Livy,  lib.  zziL;  and  for  Seriorius,  oee 
his  Life  in  Plutarch. 
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nation^  in  a  sacred  grove ;  ^  and  when  be  saw  that  they  were 
warmed  with  midnight  revelry  and  mirth,  he  addressed  them, 
iirst  expatiating  on  the  fame  and  exploits  of  the  Batavians, 
and  then  enumerating  the  wrongs  of  his  coimtrymen,  the 
depredations  of  the  Romans,  and  all  the  other  evils  of  thral- 
dom. Indeed,  he  said,  they  were  no  longer  treated  as  allies, 
but  as  bond-slaves.  When  would  a  lieutenant-general  come 
to  govern  them,  though  with  a  burthensome  retinue,  and 
domineering  authority  ?  They  were  now  turned  over  to  prse- 
fects  and  centurions,  who,  as  soon  as  they  have  gorged  them- 
selves with  spoils  and  blood,  are  recalled,  a  fresh  set  of  rapa- 
cious creatures  sent  out,  and  the  same  system  of  depredation 
carried  on  under  varied  names.  A  levy  was  just  at  hand,  by 
which  children  would  be  separated  in  a  manner  for  ever  horn 
their  parents,  brothers  from  brothers.  The  Romans  were 
never,  at  any  period,  in  so  feeble  a  condition.  Nor  had  they 
aught  in  their  winter-quarters  besides  old  men  and  plunder. 
Let  them  only  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  they  would  see  no 
reason  to  dread  their  shadowy,  unsubstantial  legions.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  had  themselves  an  efficient  force  of  foot  and 
horse.  The  Germans  were  their  kinsmen ;  the  Gauls  sympa- 
thised with  them.  Not  even  the  Romans'  displeasure  was  to 
be  apprehended  in  the  war  he  advised :  in  which,  if  they 
fGuled,  they  could  lay  the  blame  on  Vespasian ;  and  if  they 
succeeded,  there  was  no  account  to  be  rendered  at  alL 

15.  Having  been  heard  with  zealous  approbation,  he  bound 
them  all  according  to  barbarian  forms,  and  by  the  oaths  and 
imprecations  of  their  country.  Deputies  were  sent  to  the 
Canninefates,^  to  engage  them  in  the  confederacy.  That  nation 
occupies  part  of  the  island,  in  their  origin,  language,  and 
valour  equal  to  the  Batavians,  but  inferior  in  numbers.  He 
then,  by  secret  communications,  gained  over  the  British  auxi- 
liaries, consisting  of  cohorts  of  Batavians,  that  were  sent  into 
Germany,  as  I  have  mentioned  already,  and  now  quartered 
at  Magontiacum.3    Among  the  Canninefates  was  a  chieftain 

>  The  barbarians  held  councUs  of  war  at  their  festivals.  (See  cc.  0 
and  22  of  the  Germania.)  Brotier  thinks  the  wood  ^'here  Civilis  held 
his  conyention  was  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Mosa  (the  Meuse),  at  a 
Iilaoe  now  called  Dooden-Werd. 

'*  The  Canninefates  occupied  the.  western  part  of  the  island  of  Batavia^ 
near  the  Hague  and  Rotterdam. 

'  NowMentz. 
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named  Brinno,  a  man  of  Btolid  daring,  and  of  signally  illus- 
trions  parentage.  His  father,  after  many  signal  exploits,  bad 
laughed  at  the  ridicnlous  expedition  of  Caligula  with  im- 
punity. As  the  mere  descendsmt,  therefore,  of  a  rebel  family, 
he  was  acceptable  to  his  countrymen,  and,  being  placed  on  a 
shield,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  nation,  and  rocked  to 
and  fro  on  the  shoulders  of  the  men,  was  chosen  general-in- 
chiefl  Calling  in  the  aid  of  the  Frisians,  a  people  beyond  the 
Bhine,  he  forthwith  assaulted,  by  way  of  the  sea,  the  winter- 
quarters  of  two  cohorts,  which,  from  their  proximity,  lay 
most  open  to  attack.  The  assault  was  not  foreseen;  nor  if  it 
had  been,  had  they  force  enough  to  repulse  them.  The  camp 
was  therefore  taken  and  pillaged.  They  next  fell  upon  the 
settlers  and  Boman  traders,  who  had  spread  themselves  over 
the  country  as  in  security.  At  the  same  time  they  menaced 
their  strongholds  with  destruction;  but,  as  they  could  not  be 
defended,  they  were  burned  by  the  prse&cts  of  the  coh(»i»  to 
the  ground.  Aquilius,  a  principal  centurion,  collected  together 
all  the  colours  and  standards,  and  the  remnant  of  his  forces, 
into  the  upper  part  of  the  island,^  exhibiting  rather  the  name 
than  the  strength  of  an  army.  For  the  flower  of  the  cohorts 
having  been  drawn  away,  Vitellius  had  encumbered  with 
arms  a  nerveless  band  collected  from  the  neighbooring  vil- 
lages of  the  Nervians  and  Grermans. 

16.  CiviHs,  thinking  it  his  interest  to  proceed  by  craft, 
actually  blamed  the  prasfects  for  deserting  their  fort&  With 
the  cohort  under  his  command,  he  would  quell  the  insurrec- 
tion of  the  Cannine&tes :  the  Bomans  might  return  to  their 
respective  quarters.  That  frtiud  was  at  &e  bottom  of  this 
advice,  and  that  the  cohorts  when  dispersed  might  &11  aa 
easy  prey, — and  also  that  Civilis,  and  not  Brinno,  was  at  the 
head  of  tiiis  war, — ^was  evident  from  proofs  which  were  gra- 
dually disclosing  themselves,  and  which  the  Germans,  a  nation 
transported  with  war,  were  not  able  long  to  suppress.  When 
his  stratagem  failed,  he  resorted  to  force,  and  combined  the 
Canninefates,  Frisians,  and  Batavians  in  distinct  bodies  in  the 
form  of  wedges.  The  line  of  battle  of  their  opponents  waa 
formed  not  far  from  the  Bhine;  while  their  shipa^  which^ 
when  the  forts  were  burned,  they  had  brought  to  land  there, 
were  ranged  to  fiaoe  the  enemy.  The  battle  had  not  lasted 
^  The  part  of  the  island  now  cfOIed  Betuwe,  or  Betaw. 
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hmg,  when  a  cohort  of  TuDgriacs,^  with  their  ezisigBS  dish- 
played,  went  over  to  OiTiiis.  By  this  unexpected  treachery, 
the  Boman  army  was  thrown  into  confusion,  and  the  sdLdien 
w^re  slaughtered  hy  their  Mends  and  enemies.  Nor  did  the 
fleet  behave  with  less  perfidy.  Some  of  the  rowa:%  pretend- 
ing inexperience,  impeded  th^  functions  of  the  mariners  and 
fighting-men.  Soon  afterwards  they  pulled  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  drove  the  stems  against  the  bank  occupied  by 
thd  enemy:  at  last  Ihey  butchered  the  pilots  and  centurions, 
who  did  not  join  with  them;  till  at  length  the  whole  four- 
and-twenty  ^ps  were  either  taken,  or  went  over  to  the 


17.  This  victory  was  attended  with  ^dat  at  the  moment^ 
and  with  future  advantages.  In  want  of  arms  and  shipping, 
th^  were  now  supplied  with  both,  and  their  &me  resounded 
throughout  Qaul  and  Germany  as  the  assertors  of  liberty^. 
The  Germanics,  by  their  ambassadors,  forthwith  ofiered 
auxiliaries.  Givilis  sought  to  allure  the  Gatds  to  his  interest 
by  policy  and  presents,  granting  to  such  of  their  officers  aa 
were  taken  prisoners  liberty  to  return  to  their  native  country,, 
and  giving  to  the  cohorts  the  power  of  doing  as  they  pleased, 
wbetiber  tibey  preferred  to  go  or  to  remain.  If  they  stayed;, 
honourable  military  employment,  if  they  departed,  ine  s^oila 
of  the  Romans,  were  offered  to  them.  At  the  same  time 
C^vilis  reminded  them  of  the  oppressions  they  had  endured 
for  so  many  yettrs,  while  by  an  abuse  of  language  they  gave  the 
name  of  peace  to  a  state  of  miserable  bondage.  The  Bataviana 
were  exempt  firom  taxes  and  tributes,  and  yet  they  took  up 
arms  against  the  oj^nressors  of  mankind.  In  the  first  engage- 
ment the  Romans  were  routed  smd  conquered.  What  ^  the 
Gauls  shake  off  the  yoke?  What  amount  of  force  woidd 
remain  in  Italy?  It  was,  he  said,  by  the  blood  of  the  proh 
vinces  that  the  provinces  are  conquered.  He  bade  them  not 
think  of  the  battle  with  Vind^.^  By  the  Batavian  cavaliy 
the  .£duans  and  Arvemians  were  put  to  the  rout.  Among: 
the  auxiliaries  of  Yei^nius  on  that  occasion  were  Belgians  >^ 
and  Gaul,  on  a  just  estimate  of  the  case,  had  been  crushed  by 

1  This  oaxna  ib  still  preserred  in  the  town  of  Tongres.    , 

*  The  defeat  of  Vindex,  at  Visontium  in  Qaul. 

*  Pliny  says,  "A  Scalde  (the  Scheldt)  &d  Seqoanam  (the  Seine)  erst 
Belgica." 
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her  own  forces.  At  present,  one  common  interest  united  all, 
with  the  further  advantage  of  whatever  military  discipline 
was  observed  in  a  Roman  camp.  The  veteran  cohorts,  before 
whom  Otho's  legions  fell  prostrate,  had  declared  for  them. 
Syria  and  Asia,  and  the  oriental  nations,  habituated  to  des* 
pots,  might  bow  down  in  slavery.  In  Qaul,  many  stiU  lived 
who  were  bom  before  tributes  were  imposed.  Unquestionably, 
by  the  overthrow  of  Varus  and  his  legions  slaveiy  was  re- 
cently driven  out  of  Germany;  when  it  was  not  Vitellius,  but 
Augustus  Csesar,  who  was  challenged  to  the  conflict.  Liberty, 
he  said,  was  imparted  by  nature  even  to  dumb  animals, 
while  valour  was  the  characteristic  excellence  of  man.  The 
gods  looked  with  &vour  on  superior  courage.  Wherefore, 
let  them,  xmoccupied  as  they  were,  and  with  vigour  unim- 
paired, poimoe  upon  men  whose  thoughts  were  engaged  witli 
other  matters,  and  whose  strength  was  eihausted;  while 
some  espoused  the  cause  of  Vespasian,  and  others  that  of 
Vitellius,  an  opportunity  of  striking  a  blow  against  both  was 
presented. 

18.  Thus  Civilis,  while  vigorously  prosecuting  his  designs 
upon  Gaul  and  Germany,  if  his  project  succeeded,  thought  of 
making  himself  king  of  the  richest  and  most  powerful  nations. 
On  the  other  hand,  Hordeonius  Flaccus  encouraged  the  first 
essays  of  Civilis  by  affecting  not  to  see  them.  When,  how- 
ever, messengers  arrived  in  haste  and  alarm  with  intelligence 
that  the  camp  was  taken  by  storm,  the  cohorts  cut  to  pieces, 
and  the  Roman  name  exterminated  from  the  isle  of  Batavia, 
ho  ordered  Mummius  Lupercus,  with  two  legions,  then  under 
his  command  in  winter-quarters,  to  march  forth  against  the 
enemy.  That  officer,  with  all  speed,  conveyed  over  into  the 
island  the  legionaries  he  had  with  him,  the  Ubians,  who  were 
near  at  hand,  and  the  Treverian  cavalry,  stationed  at  no  great 
distance,  adding  a  squadron  of  Batavian  horse,  long  since 
wavering  in  their  allegiance,  but  keeping  up  a  semblance  of 
fidelity,  that  by  abandoning  the  Romans  in  the  crisis  of  a 
Tegular  battle,  they  might  earn  a  greater  reward  by  going 
over.  Civilis  having  surrounded  himself  with  the  banners 
taken  from  the  vanquished  cohorts,  that  his  own  troops 
might  have*  their  recent  trophies  before  their  eyes,  and  the 
enemy  be  dispirited  by  the  tokens  of  their  defeat,  ordered  his 
mother  and  his  sisters,  with  the  wives  and  little  ones  of  the 
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soldiers,  to  stand  together  in  the  rear,  as  objects  which  would 
stimulate  them  to  victory,  or  prevent  their  giving  way  by 
inspiring  a  sense  of  shame.  When  the  field  resounded  with 
the  war-whoop  of  the  men,  and  the  cries  of  the  women,  the 
Eoman  legions  and  cohorts  returned  a  shout  by  no  means  so 
great.  The  Batavian  cavalry  going  over  to  their  country- 
men, and  at  once  turning  their  arms  against  us,  exposed  the 
lefb  wing  of  the  army;  but  the  legionaiy  soldiers,  though  the 
predicament  was  alarming,  preserved  their  ranks  and  their 
arms.  The  Ubian  and  Treverian  auxiliaries  fled  with  scan- 
dalous precipitation,  and  dispersing  themselves,  skulked  all 
over  the  fields.  The  Germans  pressed  on  in  that  quarter : 
the  legions,  in  the  meantime,  were  enabled  to  retreat  to  the 
camp  called  Veterum.^  Claudius  Labeo,  captain  of  the 
squadron  of  Batavian  cavalry,  and  who  entertained  a  feeling 
of  rivalry  towards  Civilis,  from  a  contest  about  town  mat- 
ters, was  removed  to  the  coimtry  of  the  Frisians,  lest  if  put 
to  death,  he  might  be  the  occasion  of  odium  among  his 
countrymen,  or  if  retained^  he  might  furnish  the  materials  of 
dissension. 

19.  During  these  transactions  the  cohorts  of  the  Cannine- 
(ates  and  Batavians,  which,  by  order  of  Yitellius,  were  on 
their  march  for  Rome,  were  overtaken  by  a  messenger 
despatched  by  Civilis.  The  soldiers  immediately  swelled  with 
pride  and  arrogance.  They  demanded  the  donative  as  a  re- 
compense for  their  march,  double  pay,  and  an  augmentation 
of  their  cavalry;  all  which  had,  it  must  be  admitted,  been  pro- 
mised by  Vit^Uius;  but  their  object  was  not  to  obtain  them, 
but  to  have  a  pretext  for  sedition.  Hordeonius  Flaccus 
yielded  in  several  instances;  but  the  only  effect  was,  that 
they  demanded  with  increased  importunity  what  they  knew 
he  would  deny.  Throwing  aside  all  respect  for  Flaccus,  they 
bent  their  course  towards  the  Lower  Germany  to  join  Civilis. 
Flaccus  called  a  council  of  the  tribunes  and  centurions,  io 
deliberate  whether  he  should  reduce  the  mutineers  by  force. 
Soon  afterwards,  from  his  natural  timidity,  and  the  irresolu- 
tion of  his  officers,  who  regarded  with  concern  the  wavering 
fidelity  of  the  auxiliary  forces,  and  the  legions  which  were 
recruited  by  a  hasty  levy,  he  resolved  to  keep  his  men  within 
their  entrenchments.  Then  altering  his  mind,  and  the  very 
^  Now  Santen,  in  the  duohy  of  Cleves. 
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o£Gkeers  who  advia^  the  mem^e  cond^aniisg  it,  ^nder  tiie 
idea  of  pursuing  them;  Lq  sent  despoteb^s  tp  Hereimius  Gal- 
luSy  then  at  the  h6a4  of  the  fur^  legioa  statiooed  at  £onn%  to 
oppose  the  mardi.  of  the  Bajbaviaus^  and  he  himself  with  his 
army,  would  hang  upon  their  rear ;  and  itiej  might  have  heen 
«at  off,  if  Hordeoniufi  on  one  side,  and  Gallus  on  the  other, 
advancing  their  troops  on  either  hand,  had  hemmed  them  in 
between  t^em,  f  laoeus  relinquished  his  projeciv  and  in  a 
second  letter  to  Gallus,  dired^d  him  not  to  obstruct  their  de- 
partur&  Wh^oce  a  su^ieion  arose  that  the  war  was  fomented 
with  the  ooncurrenoe  of  the  generals,  and  that  aU  that  had 
happened,  or  was  ap^Mrdbended,  was  the  result^  not  of  the 
supineness  of  the  soldiery,  or  the  eoetgj  of  the  enemj^  but 
the  dishonesty,  of  the  genemls; 

;  20,  The  Batayians,  when  they  drew  near  to  the  camp  at 
Bonna,  sent  f<»rward  messengers  to  lay  befcoe  Herennius  Oal- 
lus  the  resolutions  of  the  cohorts,  with  which  th^y  were 
charged.  They  imported  that  they  had  ^^fibea  fought  for  the 
Bomans,  and  did  not  mean  to  mals:^  war  against  them.  Worn 
out  in  a  long  and  painful  service,  they  desired  nothing  but  a 
retreat  froea  iabour  in  their  native  oountiy.  '  Their  march,  if 
not  obstructed,  wpuld  leave  behind  no  trace  «f  misciuef;  but 
if  their  passage  was  disputed,  they  were  determined  to  cut 
their  way  sword  in  hand.  The  Boman  general  besitated; 
but  the  soldiecB  goaded  him  on  to  hazard  a  battle.  Three 
thousand  legionary  soldierEt,  some  Belgie  cohorts  raised  by 
sudden  levies,  and  a.  body  of  peasants,  and  followers  of  the 
•camp,  of  no  service  in  action,  but  tongue-valiant  before  the 
hxNir  of  danger,  saJlied  forth  &om  aU  the  gates  to  surround 
the  ii^enor  numbers  «f  the  Batavians.  The  Batavians,  who 
had  seen  much  service,  formed  thems^ves  into  wedges,  with 
deep  files  o&  fill  sidee^  and  secured  in  front,  rear^  and  flank. 
Thus  they  cM^ged  throng  the  slender  array  of  our  troops. 
The  Belgie  cohtots  giviag  i^ay,  the  legion  was  driven  in,  and 
they  made  &sc  the  rampart  and  gates  in  dismay.  There  an 
eztensiTe  carnage  took  place;  the  fosses  wero. filled  with  heaps 
pi  bodies:  nor  did  they  p^dsh  by  the  sword  only  and  by 
wounds,  biit  many  of  them  from  the  rush  and  th^ir  own  wea- 
pons. The  CK^nquerors  pursued  their  march,  avoided  tha 
Agdippinian.  colony,  during  ^e  rest  of  the  way  committing^ 
no  act  of  hostility;  and  allied,  in  excuse  for  ;the  encounter 
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st  Bonna,  that  tbej  hii  only  acted  m  jeif^defioaice,  having' 
solicited  peace  aod  seoeiyed  a  refiiflaL 

21.  Civilis,  by  the  ani^  of  these  vetecaii  cohorts,  found 
lamself  at  the  head  of  a  regular  anuj^  but  doubtM  as  to  the 
•course  he  should  porsae,  and  reflecting  on  the  poirar  of  the 
BoTuanR,  he  made  his  irhole  aonjr  take  the  oath  of  fidelity 
-^  Vespasian^  and  also  ^eiit  a  deputation  to  the  two  legions, 
lehich  after  their  late  .de&afc  retired  to  the  Old  Oinip,; 
inviting  them  to  taJse  the  same  oath.  The  legions  returned 
for  answer,  ''that  it  mw  not  their  custom  to  adq)t  the  coun* 
•^els  of  an  enemy,  sior  of  a  traitor.  Tbej  had  YitelUas  for 
their  soTereign,  in  whose  behalf  they  would  maintaiTi  their 
all^;iance,  and  fight  to  their  last  gasp.  Wherefore,  let  not  a 
Batairian  fugitive  assume  the  style  and  cfaaraotar  of  an  arbiter 
in  the  aSairs  of  Bom^e,  but  ezpeot  the  punishment  due  to 
treason."  Enraged  by  this  reply,  Oivilis  roused  the  whde 
Batavian  nation  to  anas.  The  Bmcterians  and  Tencterians^ 
entered  into  the  league,  and  by  agents  despatched  for  the 
purpose,  aH  Germany  was  inTibed  to  idiare  in  the  spoil  and 
glory  of  the  ccmquest. 

22.  Mummius  Lupercus  and  NumisiuB  Bufos,  the  com-* 
manders  of  the  legions,  to  meet  this  formidable^  combination 
of  forces,  strengthened  their  mmpart  and  walls.  The  stroo* 
tures  erected  during  a  long  peace  near  the  entrenohmentcf,  so 
as  to  resemble  a  municipal  town,  were  ierelled  to  the  ground, 
lest  they  should  be  of  aervioe  :to  the  enemy.  But  sufficient 
foresight  was  not  exercised  in  storing  the  camp  with  provi** 
aions;  they  allowed  them  to  be  seized  as  plunder;  and  thns, 
that  whidi  would  have  long  sufficed  for  the  supply  of  necessary 
ymnts,  was  eousumed  in  a  few  days  in.  unrestrained  exeees. 
Civilis  commanded  the. centre  in  person,  with  the  flower  4)f 
the  Batavian  forces;  and  that  he  ought  appear  the  mora  fo^ 
midable,  he  lined  both  banks  of  the  Bhine  with  battalions  of 
Germans,  while  the  cavaixy  scoured  the  country  round.  -  His 
ships,  at  the  same  time,  were  brought  up  the  river.  On  one 
side,  the  colours  taken  firom  the  veteran  cohorts,  on  the  other 
the  images  of  wild  beasts '  bcou^t  forth  from  ihe  woods  and 
sacred  groves,  according  to  the  custom  observed  by  each  bar*" 

^  For  the  Braoteri  and  Tencteri^  see  Axmuls,  ziiC  56. 
'  The  Barbarians  carried  the  heads  and  ixoa^^s  of  wild  beasts  aaong 
their  standards,    S«Ib  e^T  of  the^QermaaMk 
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barouB  nation  on  going  into  action^  astounded  the  besieged  hy 
the  appearance  of  native  and  foreign  forces  arrayed  together 
against  them.  The  extent  of  the  entrenchments,  designed  at 
first  for  the  reception  of  two  legions,  and  now  defended  by 
scarce  five  thousand  men,  inspired  the  assailants  with  addi> 
tional  confidence.  But  there  was  within  a  numerous  body  of 
sutlers,  who  on  the  first  alarm  had  crowded  to  the  camp, 
and  aided  in  the  military  operations. 

23.  A  portion  of  the  camp  rose  up  the  side  of  an  eminence  * 
with  a  gentle  ascent,  the  other  part  afforded  a  level  approach. 
The  &ct  was,  Augustus  Csosar  conceived  that  the  legions^ 
stationed  there  in  winter-quarters,  would  be  able  to  check  and 
bridle  both  the  Germanics,  but  not  that  such  an  adverse  state 
of  things  would  occur,  that  they  would  come  and  actually 
assault  our  legions.  In  consequence,  no  pains  were  employed 
to  add  to  the  natural  strength  of  the  place,  or  to  raise  works ; 
courage  and  arms  were  deemed  sufficient.  The  Batavians, 
and  the  troops  from  beyond  the  Rhine,  in  order  that  the 
valour  of  each  separately  might  be  more  distinctly  seen,  took 
up  detached  positions  according  to  the  several  nations,  dis- 
charging their  missile  weapons  in  a  skirmishing  manner. 
Afterwards,  >  when  most  of  their  darts  hung  without  effect 
upon  the  towers  and  pinnacles  of  the  walls,  while  they  were 
wounded  by  the  discharge  of  stones  firom  above,  they  raised 
a  shout,  and  rushed  formrd  to  assault  the  ramparts,  m^y  of 
them  applying  scaling  ladders;  others,  by  means  of  a  military 
shell,  formed  by  their  party :  and  already  some  were  gaining 
the  top  of  the  fortification,  when  they  were  thrown  down  head- 
long by  the  swords  of  the  enemy,  and  by  blows  with  their 
bucklers,  and  were  overwhelmed  with  stakes  and  javelins; 
for  they  were  over  hot  at  starting,  and  elated  immoderately 
by  success.  They  even  ventured  to  use  engines  to  which  they 
were  unaccustomed :  nor  had  they  themselves  any  skill  in 
them.  They  were  taught  by  prisoners  and  deserters  to  raise, 
with  rude  materials,  a  platform,  in  the  shape  of  a  bridge,  and 
then  to  move  it  forward  upon  wheels;  that  some  standing 
on  it  might  fight  as  from  a  rampart,  while  others,  under  cover 
of  it,  endeavoured  to  sap  the  walls.  But  the  stones  dis- 
charged from  the  engines  of  the  Komans  dissipated  the  rude 
fikbric.  They  then  began  to  prepare  penthouses  and  mantelets, 
but  the  besieged  attacked  them  with  a  volley  of  flaming 
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javelins  from  engines,  and  even  the  assailants  ivere  enveloped 
in  flames;  till  at  length,  in  despair  of  carrying  the  works  by 
force,  they  changed  their  plan  for  more  protracted  operations, 
for  tiiey  were  not  uninformed  that  the  besieged  had  provi- 
^ons  but  for  a  few  days,  and  a  vast  uuwarlike  rabble  to 
supply.  At  the  same  time,  from  the  effects  of  scarcity,  trea- 
son was  anticipated ;  the  unstable  attachment  of  slaves  seemed 
likely  also  to  break  down,  and  hopes  were  entertained  that 
some  prize  would  turn  up  in  the  lottery  of  war. 

24.  Hordeonius  Flaccus,  having  received  intelligence  that 
the  Old  Camp  was  invested,  sent  despatches  into  Gaul  for 
«  reinforcement,  and  ordered  Dillius  Yocula,  who  commanded 
the  ei^teenth  legion,  to  proceed  at  the  head  of  a  chosen  de- 
tachment as  rapidly  as  possible  along  the  banks  of  the  Rhine ; 
being  himself  paralysed  with  fear,  disabled  by  bodily  infir- 
-mity,  and  detested  by  his  men.  Indeed  his  soldiers  com- 
plained in  terms  distinct  and  audible,  of  "  the  Batavian  cohorts 
isent  out  of  Magontiacum;  of  the  machinations  of  Civilis  con- 
nived at;  that  the  Germans  were  drawn  into  the  revolt;  that 
neither  by  the  aid  of  Antonius  Primus  or  Mucianus,  had  the 
interest  of  Vespasian  more  advanced.  That  avowed  enmity 
and  hostility  might  be  met  openly;  but  fraud  and  treachery 
worked  in  the  dark,  and  therefore  were  not  to  be  warded  off. 
That  Civilis  was  standing  in  undisguised  opposition  to  them, 
drawing  up  his  troops  in  order  of  battle :  Hordeonius,  from 
his  chamber  and  his  bed,  ordered  whatever  served  the  d&use 
of  their  enemy.  That  so  many  gallant  soldiers,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  were  governed  by  one  sickly  old  man.  Nay, 
lather,  by  putting  the  traitor  to  death,  they  should  relieve 
their  fortune  and  their  valour  from  the  inauspicious  omen.'* 
While  excited  by  these  discourses  among  themselves,  letters 
were  brought  from  Vespasian  which  ministered  fresh  fuel  to 
the  flame.  Flaccus,  as  they  could  not  be  concealed,  read  them 
to  the  assembled  soldiers,  and  sent  the  bearer  bound  in  chains 
to  Vitellius. 

25.  The  men  thus  pacified  arrived  at  Bonna,  the  winter 
station  of  the  first  legion.  The  soldiers  there,  still  more  ex- 
asperated, transferred  the  blame  of  their  defeat  to  Hordeonius. 
<*By  his  orders,'*  they  said,  "they  had  advanced  in  battle 
array  against  the  Batavians,  expecting  that  the  troops  from 
Magontiacum  would  follow.     By  the  treachery  of  the  same 
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man  they  were  cnt  id  pieoefi,  no  sutoonrs  arrmi^  to  sapport 
them.  The  other  armies  were  kept  in  ignorance  of  all  that 
passed,  nor  was  any  account  sent  to  Yitellins,  although  bj  the 
timely  aecess  of  the  forces  of  so  many  proyinoes,  the  perfidioti& 
outbreak  might  have  been  jsuppressed."  -.  ilaGcus  read,  in  tfa» 
presence  of  the  army,  copieis  ef  the  several  letters  by  which  he 
had  entreated  suoeours  from  Britain,  Spain,  and  Gaul  >  and 
introduced  a  bold  and  noxious  precedent,  that  letters  ^ould 
be  delivered  to  the  eagle-bearers  of  the  legions,  to  be  by  them 
communicated  to  the  soldiers,  before  they  were  read  by  the 
generals^  He  then  ordered  cme  of  the  mutineers  to  be  loaded 
with  irons,  rather  to  exercise  his  authority  than  because  the 
blame  attached  to  one  only.  From  Bonna  the  army  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Agrippii^iaa  colony,  where  maimerous  suceouiB 
came  pouring,  in  from  the  Gauls,  who  at  first  xealouBly  sup^ 
ported  the  Boman  interest;  but  'shortly  afterwards,  when  the 
Ctermans  began  to  make  head,  most  of  the  states  had  recourse 
to  arms,  from  the  hope  of  liberty,  and,  if  the  enterprise  soor 
ceeded,  with  the  ambitious  design  of  lording  it  over  oth^u 
The  resentment  of  the  legions  waxed  furious;  the  example  of 
a  single  offender  bound  in  chains  had  not  Inspired  awe;  nay; 
that  very  man  turned  round  upon  the  gea&al,  and  charged 
him  with  being  an  aecomplice,  aU^i^  that  as  he  had  been  a. 
messenger  between  Civilis  and  Flaecus,  he  was  overwhelmed 
with  a  fedse  accusation,  because  he  was  a  witness  of  the  tnxtlL 
Yodhla  mounted  the  tribunal  with  admirable  firmness,  and 
ordered  the  soldier^  who  remonstrated  vociferously,  to  be 
seized  and  led  away  to  execution;  and  while  the  seditioua 
were  panic-struck,  all  the  well-disposed  obeyed  his  orders^ 
Forthwith  the  soldiers,  with  one  voice,  insisted  that  he  should 
be  their  general,  and  Flaecus  resigned  the  supreme  command 
into  his  hand& 

26.  But  the  minds  of  the  soldiers,  still  dissatisfied,  were 
violently  agitated  by  various  causes.  Deficiency  of  pay  and 
provisions  distressed  them;  the  Gauls  too  were  averse  to  th^ 
levy,  and  to.payuig  th^ir  tribute;  the  Bhine,  by  reason  of  a 
drought  unknown  in  that  climate,  was  hardly  navigable  ^ 
supphes  were  conveyed  with  difficulty ;  to  hinder  the  Ger* 
mans  from  fording  over«  a  chain  of  posts  was  formed  on  the 
banks  of  the  river;  and  owing  to  the  same  cause  the  supply 
of  grain  i^as  diminish^,  while  the  consumers  were  increased^ 
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Wxtii  vnlgftT  xnmds,  ihe^ery  shallowne«s  cf  tiievtreamr  passed 
lor  a  prodigy;  as  if  even  the  rivers  and  tiie  aiictent  defences 
of  the  empire  deserted  them.  That  whidi  in  time  of  peace 
ifoukd.  hxve  been  regarded  as  aeckiental  fx  natural,  was  then 
called  &taUty  and  <uyine  vengeance.^  The  army  having  en- 
tered Noresimn,^  was  there  jdned  by  the  thirteenth  legion,  the 
coixKiinander  of  which^  Herennins  GaJlns,  was  now  associafted 
with  Yoculai  in  the  snperintendence  of  af&irs.  Not  daring  to 
fltek  the  enemy,  they  pitched  their  eamp  at  a  place  called 
Gelduba.'  They  then  endeavoured  to  restore  the  tone  of  the 
troopa  by  emj^ying  them  in  formmg  the  line  of  battle,  in 
digging  txenches,  throwing  up  ramparts,  and' other  militaiy 
works;  and  to  animate  their  courage  by  plunder,  Vocute, 
marched  with  the  mmn  body  into  the  neighbouring  villages 
of  the  Gugemians,^  a  people  leagued  with  Civilis.  A  portion 
of  the  troops  kept  possession  of  the  eamp  with  Herennius 
Gallna 

27*  It  happened  that  a  barge,  laden  with  grain,  was 
stranded  in  a  shallow  part  of  the  river,  at  a  small  distance 
from  the  cdmp^  Tlu3  Germans  endeavoured  to  draw  the 
vessel  to  their  own  bank.  Gallus  would  not  submit  to  it,  and 
sent  a  edhort  to  aid  it.  On  the  side  of  the  Germans  also  the 
nnmbera  were  increased,  and  succours  gradually  flocking  in 
on  both  sides,  a  regular  battle  ensued.  The  Germans,  after 
making  a  prodigious  slaughter,  carried  off  the  vessel.  The 
Bomansy  for  this  had  now  grown  into  a  habit,  imputed  their 
defeat  not  to  their  own  want  of  valour,  but  to  the  treachery 
of  the  gen^^.-  The  soldiers,  dragging  Gallus  (mt  of  his  tent, 
tearing  his  elothes^  and  soompug  him,  demanded  who  were 
his  accompliceB  in  betraying  the  army?  what  was  the  price  of 
his  perfidy?  Thdr  rage  against  Hordeonius  Flaccus  returned. 
He,  they  said,  was  the  author  of  the  mme,  and  Gallus  was 
an  instrument  in  his  hands;  and  thus  they  proceeded,  till  at 

^  Compare  the  following  passage  of  Cicero :  **  Aique  haec  in  bello 
plura  et  majora  videntur  timentibufi ;  eadem  non  tam  animadvertuntur 
in  pace.  AccecGt  illud  etiam,  quod  in  metu  et  periculo,  cum  creduutur 
ftciHns,  tnm  fingnntar  impunius.*' — ^De  Bivinatione,  lib.  ii.  27.  See  the 
■phenomeBa  of  t^s  kind.  Hist.  i.  86. .  ^ 

'  Now  iTeuss,  near  Cologne.  '  Now  Qelb,  near  Neuss. 

•*  These  people  were  of  German  origin,  Bituate  between  the  Ubii  and 
Batavians.  Their  country  is  now  a  part  of  the  duchies  of  Cleyes  and 
Guelderland,  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Meuse. 
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length  GaUuB  himself  also^  impelled  by  his  fears  of  thoee 
who  menaced  instant  destruction,  charged  Hordeonius  with 
treason;  and  being  loaded  with  fetters,  he  was  not  released 
till  Vocula  returned  to  the  camp.  That  general,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  ordered  the  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny  to  be  put 
to  death.  Such  was  the  contrast  of  lawlessness  and  passive 
submission  that  existed  in  that  army.  The  common  men, 
beyond  all  doubt,  were  devoted  to  Yitellius,  while  the  most 
distinguished  officers  inclined  strongly  to  Vespasian.  Henoe 
that  alternation  of  atrocious  guilt  and  capital  punishment; 
that  medley  of  dutiful  obedience  and  savage  ferocity;  so 
that  those  who  could  not  be  kept  in  order,  submitted  to 
chastisement. 

28.  In  the  meantime  all  Germany  was  swelling  the  power 
of  Civilis  by  numberless  accessions  of  forces,  the  fidelity  of 
the  several  states  being  guaranteed  by  hostages  of  the  chief  of 
their  nobility.  Civilis  issued  his  orders  that  the  territories 
of  the  Ubians  and  Treverians*  should  be  laid  waste,  according 
to  their  proximity  to  each  confederate  state;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  that  another  party  should  pass  over  the  Mosa,'  to 
harass  the  Menapians,  the  Morinians,  and  the  frontiers  of 
Gaul.^  Booty  was  seized  in  both  quarters,  but  with  peculiar 
animosity  from  the  Ubians;  because,  though  originally  Ger- 
mans, they  had  forsworn  their  country,  and,  adopting  a 
Roman  name,  styled  themselves  the  Agrippinian  colony.  Their 
cohorts  were  cut  to  pieces  in  the  town  of  Marcodurum,^ 
where  they  lay  in  a  state  of  fancied  security,  because  they 
were  at  a  distance  &om  the  bank  of  the  Bhine.  Nor  did  the 
Ubians  take  it  so  passively  as  not  to  go  in  quest  of  plunder 
from  Germany;  at  first  with  impunity,  but  afterwards  they 
were  cut  off;  and  throughout  the  war  the  fidelity  they  ob- 
served was  more  enviable  than  the  fortune  that  attended 
them.  Flushed  with  success,  and  rendered  more  formidable 
Dy  the  defeat  of  the  Ubians,  Civilis  pressed  the  siege  of  the 
Old  Camp,  keeping  strict  guard  that  no  secret  intelligence  of 
coming  succours  might  reach  the  garrison.  The  management 
of  the  battering-engines,  and  other  warlike  preparations,  he 
delegated  to  the  Batavians;.  the  forces  from  beyond  the 

*  The  people  of  Cologne  and  Treves.  •  Now  the  Meuseu 
'  The  neighbourhood  of  Toumay,  Boulogne,  and  St.  Omer. 

*  Now  Duren,  in  the  Duchy  of  Juliers. 
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Ehine,  who  demanded  the  signal  for  action,  he  ordered  to 
advance  and  tear  down  the  rampart;  and  when  thej  were 
repulsed,  he  bade  them  renew  the  contest,  as  he  had  a  re- 
dundance of  men,  and  the  loss  of  some  of  them  would  not  be 
felt :  nor  did  the  night  put  a  period  to  the  effort. 

29.  The  barbarians,  having  placed  heaps  of  wood  aroimd 
smd  set  fire  to  them,  betook  themselves  to  a  repast  con- 
currently with  their  operations;  and  as  each  grew  warm  with 
liquor,  they  rushed  with  bootless  temerity  to  the  assault. 
For  indeed  their  darts  were  without  effect  from  the  darkness, 
while  the  Romans  took  aim  at  the  barbarian  line,  which  was 
exposed  to  full  view,  and  singled  out  as  marks  whoever  was 
oonspicuous  by  his  valour  or  the  splendour  of  his  decorations. 
Civihs  saw  the  disadvantage;  and  ordered  the  fires  to  be  put 
out,  that  all  might  be  enveloped  in  darkness,  and  the  fight 
carried  on  without  distinction.  Then  indeed  dissonant  noises 
were  heard,  unforeseen  accidents  occurred ;  there  was  no  room 
for  foresight  either  in  striking  or  avoiding  blows ;  they  faced 
about  to  the  quarter  whence  the  shout  proceeded,  and  di- 
rected their  weapons  thither.  Valour  coidd  profit  nothing; 
chance  confounded  all  things,  and  the  bravest  often  fell  by 
the  hand  of  the  coward.  The  Germans  fought  with  blind 
fiiry ;  the  Roman  soldiers,  inured  to  danger,  threw  not  their 
poles  pointed  with  iron,  nor  discharged  their  massy  stones  at 
hap-hazard.  Whenever  the  sound  of  the  barbarians  sapping 
the  foundations  of  the  walls,  or  of  the  scaling-ladders  applied 
to  the  ramparts,  presented  the  enemy  to  their  attack,  they 
drove  the  assailants  down  with  the  bosses  of  their  shields,  and 
followed  them  up  with  their  javelins.  Many  who  made  good 
their  way  to  the  top  of  the  walls  they  stabbed  with  daggers. 
After  a  night  spent  in  this  manner,  the  day  disclosed  a  new 
mode  of  conflict. 

30.  The  Batavians  had  reared  a  turret  *two  stories  high, 
which,  as  it  approached  the  preetorian  gate,*  where  the  ground 
was  most  even,  was  shivered  to  pieces  by  strong  bars  brought 
forward  for  the  purpose,  and  beams  which  were  made  to 
impinge  upon  it:  many  of  those  who  stood  upon  it  were 
annihilated;  and  an  attack  was  made  upon  the  assailants,  in 
their  alarm  and  confusion,  by  a  sudden  and  successful  sally. 

^  The  prastorian  gAte  of  a  Roman  camp  was  opposite  to  the  decuman. 
See  Annals,  1.  66. 
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At  the  same  time  more  machines  were  made  by  the  legionary- 
soldiers,  who  excelled  in  skill  and  ingenuitj.  One  in  par- 
ticular struck  the  enemy  with  terror  and  amazement.  It  waa 
an  instrument  poised  in  the  air,  and  having  an  oseillatoiy 
motion,  by  which,  when  suddenly  let  down,  one  or  more  of 
the  enemy  were  borne  alofb  before  the  feces  of  their  com-  " 
Tades,  and  then,  by  turning  the  whole  mass,  were  discharged 
within  the  camp.^  CiTilis,  abandoning  the  hope  of  storming 
the  place,  again  had  recourse  to  a  leisurely  blockade,  employ- 
ing himself  in  undermining  the  fidelity  of  the  legions  by 
'  messages  and  promises; 

31.  These  transactionff  happened  in  Germany  before  the 
battle  of  Cremona,'  the  issue  d  whidi  was  communicated  by 
a  letter  firom  Antonius  Primus,  with  Ciecina's  proclamatiozi 
annexed.  Alpinus  Montanus  also,  the  commander  of  one  of 
the  vanquish^  cohorts,  in  person  admitted  the  fitte  of  his 
party.  By  this  event  the  minds  of  the  Boman  arkny  were 
variously  afiected.  The  auxiliaries  from  Gaul,  who  neither 
loved  nor  hated  either  party,  and  whose  service  was  imcon:- 
nected  with  sentiment,  persuaded  by  th«r  officers,  forthwith 
abandoned  the  cause  of  Yitellius.  The  veteran  soldiers  hesi- 
tated, but  at  the  instance  of  Hordeonius  Flaceus,  and  impor- 
tuned by  the  tribunes,  they  swore  fidelity  to  Vespasian ;  but 
without  any  decisive  indication  of  concurrence  in  their  looks 
er  their  state  of  mind.  And  though  they  repeated  accurately 
all  the  other  words  of  the  oath,  they  passed  over  the  name  of 
Yespasian  in  a  faltering  manner,  or  in  a  low  murmur,  and 
very  generally  in  silence. 

32.  A  letter  from  Antonius  to  CiviBs,  read  before  the 
assembled  legions,  excited  the  suspicions  of  the  soldiers,  as 
their  tone  was  that  of  one  writing  to  a  co^partisan,  and  they 
spoke  in  a  hostile  manner  of  the  Germanic  army.  Soon 
afterwards,  intelligence  of  this  having  been  conveyed  into  the 
camp  at  Gelduba^  the  same  things  were  said  and  done,  and 
Montanus  was  deputed  to  Civilis,  with  instructions  to  require 
that  he  would  ''  cease  frt}m  prosecuting- the  war,  and  ahstain 
from  veiling  his  hostile  views  under  a  false  pretence  of  mili^ 

'  Thia  extoaotdinary  engiDA  waa  inYented  by  ArchimedM»  the  cei*- 
brated  geometrician,  dtiring  the  siege  of  Syracuse,  which  was  conducted 
by  Marcellus.     See  Polybius,  lib.  viii. 

'  The  victoxy  at  Cremozia  waa  about  the  end  of  October.  "Hist,  iii.  22. 
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tai7  opantioiMs.  If  he  meant  to  serte  Yespasjaiiy  tliart  end 
iras  answered.*"  To  this  measages  Ciyilia  relied  at  fiiat  with 
eabtlety;  bat  perceiving  in  Montanua  a  determined  spirit^ 
and  a  promptitude  for  enterprise,  commencing  with  comr 
•plaints  and  tl^  dangers  he  had  gone  throtigh  in  the  JELomaa 
serrice  during  five-cuid-twenty  years,  he  saidy  "  A  fine  rewar^ 
have  I  received  lor  m j  toils,  in  the  death  of  a  brother,  in 
being  loaded  with  fetters  myselfy  in  the  ferocious  language  oi 
this  army,  language  in  whi(^  I  was  demanded  to  be  given  up 
for  caj>ital  punishment,  a^d  for  which  I  now  seek  latis&ction 
according  to  the  law  of  nations !  But  as  for  you  Treverians^ 
and  the  other  crouching  souk,  what  reward  do  you.  expect  for 
having  so  ofben  shed  your  blood,  except  hard  and  thankless 
service^  eternal  tributes,  rodef,  axes,  and  the  himiours  of  your 
masters)  Lo,  I,  the  prsefect  of  a  single  cohort^  with  the 
Gannine&tes  and  the  Batavians,  who  are  but  a  small  portion 
of  Gaul,  have  raased  that  spacious  and  inefficient  camp,  or  we 
hem  them  in  and  distress  them  with  sword  and  &mine.  In  a 
word,  by  daring  nobly^  either  liberty  will  follow,  or,  if  we  fail, 
our  condition  cannot  be  worse  than  it  was  before."  Civilis, 
having  thus  fired  the  ambition  of  Montanus,  dismissed  him, 
but  with  directions  to  report  his  answer  in  milder  terms* 
.Montanus,  on  his  return,  reported  that  he  had  fiuled  in  hi£^ 
negotiation,  suppressing  the  rest;  which,  however,  soon  after-^ 
wiuds  came  to  light. 

33.  Civilis,  reserving  for  himself  a  part  of  his  forces,  de* 
spatched  his  veteran  cohorts  and  the  bravest  of  the  Germans 
under  the  command  of  Julius  Maximus  and  Claudius  Victor, 
to  act  against  Yocula  and  his  army.  The  latter  was  his 
sister's  son.  As  they  passed,  they  stormed  the  winter-quarters 
of  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  situated  at  Asciburgium  j^  and  fell 
upon  the  camp  with  such  suddenness,  that  Yocula  had  not 
time  to  harangue  his  men,  nor  form  his  line.  The  only 
admonition  he  could  give  them,  in  the  tumult  of  the  moment, 
was  to  strei^then  the  centre  with  legionary  troops.  The 
auxiliaries  were  placed  in  the  wings  pellmelL  The  cavalry 
advanced  to  the  attack;  but  being  received  by  the  welL* 
ordered  ranks  of  the  Germans,  they  turned  their  backs,  and 
fled  towards  their  party.  From  that  moment  it  was  a  mas- 
sacre, not  a  battle.  The  Nerviaus,  through  fear  or  treacheiy^ 
'  Now  Asburg;  near  Meurs. 
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left  the  flank  of  the  Romans  open  to  the  enemy;  and  thus 
the  barbarians  penetrated  to  the  legions.  The  legions,  after 
losing  their  colours,  were  driven  into  their  entrenchments 
with  great  carnage;  when  on  a  sudden  the  fortune  of  the  day 
was  changed  by  the  arrival  of  fresh  succours.  The  Vasoon 
cohorts,*  formerly  levied  by  Galba,  and  who  had  then  received 
orders  to  join  the  army,  hearing,  as  they  approached,  the 
uproar  of  battle,  charged  the  Batavians  in  the  rear.  The 
terror  that  seized  the  enemy  was  greater  than  could  be 
expected  from  the  number.  Some  imagined  that  they  were 
^succours  from  Novesium;  others,  the  whole  army  from  Ma- 
gontiacum.  That  doubt  added  to  the  courage  of  ^e  Romans. 
Depending  on  the  valour  of  others,  they  recovered  their  own. 
The  bravest  of  the  Batavian  infantry  were  put  to  the  rout; 
their  cavalry  escaped  with  the  prisoners  and  standards  which 
they  had  taken  in  the  beginning  of  the  action.  The  number 
slain  on  the  part  of  the  Romans  greatly  exceeded  the  loss  of 
the  enemy;  but  the  slaughter  fell  on  the  worst  of  their  troops, 
whereas  the  Germans  lost  the  flower  of  their  army. 

34.  The  commanders  on  both  sides  equally  deserved  to 
&il;  and,  when  fortune  fistvoured,  equally  neglected  to  im- 
prove the  advantage.  For  had  Civilis  sent  into  the  field  a 
stronger  force,  his  men  could  not  have  been  henmied  in  by  so 
small  a  nimiber;  and,  having  forced  the  entrenchments,  he 
would  have  razed  them  to  the  ground.  Yocula  had  sent  out 
no  scouts  to  inform  him  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
therefore  he  had  no  sooner  marched  out  of  his  camp  than  he 
was  defeated.  And  afterwards,  Mling  short  of  that  confidence 
which  the  victory  should  have  inspired,  he  wasted  several 
days  before  he  advanced  against  the  enemy,  while,  if  he  bad 
hastened  at  once  to  smite,  and  had  followed  the  tide  of 
fortune,  he  might  have  raised  the  siege  of  the  legions  by  the 
same  effort  Civilis,  meanwhile,  had  endeavoured  to  work 
upon  the  minds  of  the  besieged,  representing  that  it  was  all 
over  with  the  Romans,  and  victory  had  crowned  the  efforts  of 
his  party.  The  standards  and  banners  were  carried  round,-— 
even  the  prisoners  were  exhibited;  one  of  whom  had  the 
courage  to  achieve  a  memorable  act :  with  a  loud  voioe  he 
declared  what  had  really  occurred,  when  he  was  instantly 
put  to  death ; — a  proceeding  which  gave  additional  credibility 
^  The  YasconeB  inhabited  the  country  of  NavBrre. 
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to  the  informant.  At  the  same  time,  the  blaze  of  villages  on 
lire,  and  the  country  laid  waste  on  every  side,  announced  the 
approach  of  a  victorious  army.  Vocula  commanded  his  men 
to  halt  in  sight  of  the  camp,  and  ordered  a  fosse  to  be  made, 
and  a  palisade  to  be  thrown  up.  His  desire  was,  that,  th& 
ha^age  and  knapsacks  being  nsSelj  deposited,  they  might 
fight  without  encumbrance.  After  this  arose  a  clamour  from 
the  men,  who  demanded  the  signal  for  battle :  they  had  even 
accustomed  themselves  to  use  menaces.  Without  taking  time 
to  form  the  line,  fatigued  by  their  march,  and  their  ranks 
in  confusion,  they  commenced  the  fight.  Civilis  was  ready 
to  receive  them :  he  relied  no  less  on  the  errors  of  his  enemy 
than  on  the  valour  of  his  oWn  troops.  The  Komans  fought 
with  fluctuating  success.  The  bold  and  forward  in  sedition " 
were  cowards  in  the  field.  Some,  remembering  their  late 
victory,  maintained  their  post,  smote  the  Barbarians,  kept  up 
their  own  spirits,  cheered  on  their  comrades,  and,  having 
restored  the  broken  ranks,  and  renewed  the  battle,  stretched 
out  their  hands  to  the  besieged,  inviting  them  to  seize  the 
opportunity. '  The  legions  from  their  ramparts  seeing  all  that 
occurred,  rushed  out  at  every  gate.  Civilis,  as  it  happened, 
being  tlurown  to  the  ground  from  his  horse  fisdling,  and,  in 
consequence,  a  report  that  he  was  slain  or  dangerously 
wounded  being  credited  in  both  armies,  it  is  incalculable 
what  terror  the  circumstance  struck  into  his  friends,  and  with 
what  alacrity  it  inspired  the  enemy. 

35.  Vocula,  inst^  of  hanging  on  the  rear  of  the  frigitives, 
repaired  the  rampart  and  turrets  of  the  camp,  as  if  a  second 
si^ge  threatened  him;  so  that  he  who  so  often  neglected  to 
mf^e  use  of  his  victory,  was  with  good  reason  suspected  of 
preferring  the  continuance  of  war.  The  scarcity  of  provisions 
was  what  chiefly  distressed  the  Roman  army.  The  baggage 
of  the  legioni^  with  the  crowd  of  useless  persons,  were  sent 
to  Novesium,  to  bring  in  com  from  that  place  by  land;  for 
the  enemy  was  master  of  the  river.  The  first  train  proceeded 
in  safety,  Civilis  not  having  then  sufi&ciently  recovered  his 
strength.  Being  informed  soon  after  that  a  second  party  was 
on  their  way  to  Novesium,  with  a  few  cohorts,  marching  in 
all  the  negligence  of  a  profound  peace,  but  a  few  solders 
with  the  standards,  their  arms  laid  up  in  the  wagons,  and  all 
seattered  in  complete  disorder,  he  advanced  against  them  in 
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i^egukr  order,  having'  sent-  forward  troops  to  occupy  the 
bridges  and  ihe  narrow  de£des.  The  battle  extended  througii 
a  wide  space,  and  was  contifiued  with  floetoatgig  successy  till 
Bi^ht  put  tax  end  to  the  eneoiuiter.  The  cohorts  pushed  into 
Crdduha^  where  the  camp,  remaining  fis  before,  was  occupied 
hj  a  gamsDU  left  there  fi>r  the  purpose.  The  danger  the 
Sonjgen  would  have  been  exposed  to  oa  their  return,  when 
incumbered  and  disheartened  ^^^  apparent.  Vooula  added 
to  his  own  army  a  thousand  diosen  men  &om  the  fifth  and 
fifteenth  legions,  who  had  stood  the  siege  in  the  Old  Camp; 
invincible  soldierE^  and  exasperated  against  tjbeir  conunanding 
offioers.  A  numter  of  others,  without  ordeis,  thought  fit  to 
IbUow,  declaring  aloud  on  their  march  that  they  would  no 
longer  bear  the  distress  of  fiimine,  nor  the  treachery  of  their 
^ohiefe;  while  those  who  remained  behind  complained  that,  by 
^drawing  off  a  part,  they  were  abandoned  to  their  &te.  Hence 
two  seditions. xag^  at  the  same  time;  one  demanding  the 
xetuxu  of  Yocuk^  and  the  other  resolved  not  to  re-^itor 
the  camp. 

:  36.  C^vilifl^  in  the  meantime,  bemeiged  tiie  Old  Gamp. 
Yocula  retired  to  Oeldiiba^  and  thence  to  Novee&iw.  Civiiis 
^ok  possession  of  <xelduba,  and  soon  after,  in  an  engagement 
•of  the  caYaJry  near  Novesium,  gained  a  victory.  But  all 
events,  whether  prosperous  or  c^erwise,  alike  excited  the 
4EK)ldiery  to  seek  the  destaruction  of  thi^  general  offioen. 
Being  reinforced  by  the.  tmYil  of  the  fifth  and  fifteenth 
Segions,  and  having  gained  intdligence  that  a;  sum  of  moqey 
was  sent  hy.  V itelhus,  iliey  elamoured  loudly  for  theor  doBft- 
trve.  ELordeonius  Flaccus  complied  without  much  heSKtation, 
but  in  the  name  of  YespasiaQ. .  This  formed  the  great  aliraent 
of  sedition.  The  men^  betaking  themselves  to  feasts,  revel- 
lings,  and  nocturnal  caEoasings,  in  their  liquor  r^ewed  their 
old  antipathy  to  Fkuscus;  and  none  of  the  tribunes  or  ooiii*- 
manders  danng  to  oppose  them,— for  the  nig^t  banidiad  all 
feehng  of  resect, — they  dragged  him  ftom  his  bed  aiid  alev 
him.  The  eame  proceeding  was  meditated  against  Yo0a]a» 
bat  he  escaped  Ihrou^  the  darkness,  efifeotually  disgoiaed  in 
the  habit  of  a  slave.  When  ihesr  imy  had  subsided,  and  fear 
succeeded,  they  sent  centurions  with  letters  to  the  staiaes  of 
<xaul,  to  Bolidt  succours  and  money. 

37.  The  mutineers  themaelyes,  as  is  usual  viiJi  a  mnltir 
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tade  -without  a  leader,  ladb,  fiiint-hearted,  nerveless,  tm  the 
approach  of  Cmhs  seized  their  atma,  laid  them  down,  and 
betook  themselves  to  flight  Distress  eogendeced  a  spirit  of 
disunion;  the  soldien  from  ^ae  U{^>er  Blune  separating  their 
«wn  cause  from  the  rest.  The  images  of  Yitelhus  were,  not-' 
withstanding,  set  up  in  the  camp  and  the  adjacent  Belgio 
cities  when  Yitellius  had  aireadj  fidkn.'  Then  the  soldiers 
of  the  first,  the  fourth,  and  the  e^ateemiix  legions,  returning 
to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  put  themselves  und^  the  command 
of  Yocula,  and  having,  by  his  diiteetion,  again  taken  the  oath 
<^  fidelity  to  Vespasian,  ma»;hed  under  him  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Magontiacum.  The  besi^ers  had  departed;  a  motley 
army  of  Oattians,  Usipians;,  and  the  Mattiaci,  satiated  with 
pkinder,  but  not  without  loss  of  blood.  While  on  thedr  march, 
disponed  and  off  thdr  guard,  our  soldiers  fell  upon  them. 
The  Treverians  had  even  constmeted  a  breast-woik  and  pali- 
sade along  the  frontiers  of  their  country,  and  in  their  contests 
with  the  Germans  received  and  gave  defeats  of  consideralde 
magnitude ;  but,  in  the  end,  they  marred  their  signal  sot- 
▼ices  to  the  Remaa  peopk,  by  renoundng  their  connexion 
with  them. 

S8.  Meanwhile,  Vespasian  and  his  son  Titus,  though  both 
absent  from  Eome,  entered  on  the  cdnsulship;  while  the  city 
was  plmigedin  grie^  wid  perplexed  witii  mfUDJlbld  appr^en- 
sioos;  in  addition  to  ihe  calamities  Ihat  pressed  upon  her, 
having  giTen  way  to  groundless  feam  that  Africa'  had  re- 
volted, at  tbe  instance  of  LueiuB  I^o,  who  had  engaged  in 
revolutionary  schemes.  Piso  was  at  that  time  governor  of 
the  province;  by  no  means  a  tcobuLent  character.  But  be- 
cause Ihe  ships  were  detained  by  the  severity  of  the  winter, 
the  popukee,  who  are  acoostomed  to  buy  food  from  day  to 
day,  and  concern  themselves  about  the  price  of  provisicms 
alone '  of  all  the  affidrs  of  ihe  state,  while  they  dreaded,  be- 
lieved that  the  coast  was  bq^rred,  aQd  the  transport  of  provi- 
sions prohibited.  .  'Hie  Vitellians,  not  having  yet  renoimced 
the  spirit  of  party,  did  what  in  th^n  lay  to  confirm  the 

*  Vitellitis  died  about  the  end  of  Deeember. 

-    '  The  province  of  Afri(»S  Xiow  the  kijQgdom  of  Timis. 

*  To  ha,ye  plenty  of  com  is  th&  only  patriot  caxe  of  the  vulgar. 
Juvenal  adds  the  love  of  spectacles  in  the  circus : — 

duas  tantum  res  anxius  optail, 

Panem  et  Circenses. — Sat.  z.  80. 
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report;  and  even  the  conquerors  did  not  dislike  the  news,  for 
they  were  men  whose  rapacious  appetites,  not  to  be  glutted 
eren  with  foreign  war,  no  civil  victory  could  ever  satisfy. 

39.  On  the  ^ends  of  January,  in  the  senate  convened  by 
Julius  Frontinus/  the  city  praetor,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  the  general  officers,  the  armies,  and  the  kings  ^  in  allianoe 
with  Borne.  Tertius  Julianus,  who  had  quitted  the  legion 
under  his  command,  as  soon  as  the  men  declared  for  Vespa- 
sian, was  deprived  of  the  prsetorship.  Plotius  Griphus  suc- 
ceeded to  the  office.  Hormus  was  raised  to  the  equestrian 
rank  soon  after.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Frontinus,  Csesar 
Domitian  received  the  prsetorship.  His  name  was  prefixed  to 
all  edicts  and  letters;  but  the  authority  of  government  still 
centred  in  Mucianus,  save  that  Domitian,  prompted  by  his 
friends  or  his  own  caprice,  had  the  temerity  to  do  many  acta 
But  Antonius  Primus  and  Arrius  Varus  were  the  chief  objects 
of  apprehension  to  Mucianus:  in  all  the  freshness  of  recent 
glory,  renowned  for  the  splendour  of  their  adiievements,  and 
high  in  the  favour  of  the  soldiery,  they  were  caressed  also  by 
the  populace,  because  they  had  shown  no  severity  towarcb 
any  one  out  of-  the  field  of  battle.  Antonius  too  was  reported 
to  have  urged  Scribonianus  Crassus,'  who  derived  splendour 
frx)m  a  line  of  illustrious  ancestors,  and  the  reflection  of  bis 
brother's  fame,  to  undertake  the  government;  and  he  would 
not  have  wanted  partisans;  but  Scribonianus  declined,  being 
80  Uttie  disposed  to  embark  in  dangerous  imcertainties,  that 
he  would  hardly  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  acquiesce,  if 
eviery  difficulty  were  removecL  Mucianus,  therefore,  as  An- 
tonius could  not  be  openly  dnshed,  after  accumulating  praises 
upon  him  in  the  senate,  loaded  him  with  promises  in  private^ 
holding  out  to  his  view  the  province  of  Hither  Spain,  vacant 
by  the  departure  of  Cluvius  Bufus;  and  at  the  same  time 
bestowed  upon  his  friends  tribuneships  and  prsBfectures.  Then, 

*  Brotier  says,  that  several  works  by  Frontinus,  which  show  more 
labour  than  genius,  are  still  extant;  such  as  *' Stratagematay"  "De 
Coloniis,"  "  De  Aqueeductibus.*'  Being  city-praetor,  he  convened  the 
senate  on  the  first  of  January,  in  the  absence  of  the  oonsuls,  Vespasian 
and  his  son  Titus. 

'  Sohemus,  Antiochus,  and  Agrippa,  who  had  taken  part  with  Ves- 
-.pasian.     See  Hist.  ii.  81. 

'  Scribonianus  Crassus  was  the  brother  ofPiso,  whom  Galba  adopted. 
Hist.  i.  15,  le. 
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having  filled  his  ambitious  mind  with  hopes  and  aspirationEf, 
he  destroyed  the  foundation  of  his  influence,  by  sending  the 
seventh  legion,  which  was  ardently  attached  to  Antonius,  into 
winter-quarters.  The  third  was  in  the  interest  of  Arrius  Varus, 
and  for  that  reason  sent  into  Syria.  Part  of  the  army  was 
marched  into  Germany;  thus,  the  seeds  of  sedition  being 
removed,  the  city  began  to  resume  its  ancient  form :  the  laws 
revived,  and  the  magistrates  discharged  the  functions  of 
their  office. 
I  40.  Domitian,  on  the  day  of  his  first  appearance  in  the 

'  senate,  discoursed  in  few  and  measured  terms  of  the  absence 
of  bis  father  and  his  brother  and  of  his  own  inexperience. 
His  deportment  was  graceful,  and  his  propensities  being  as 
yet  unknown,  his  frequent  blushes  were  considered  as  a  mark 
of  modesty.  Caosar  proposing  that  the  honours  of  Galba 
should  be  revived,  Curtius  Montanus  expressed  an  opinion 
that  the  compliment  should  be  paid  to  the  memory  of  Piso. 
The  senate  voted  both  propositions,  but  that  relating  to  Piso 
was  not  carried  into  effect.  Comnussioners  were  then  ap-» 
pointed  by  lot;  some  with  power  to  restore  to  the  lawM 
owners  the  property  wrested  &om  them  during  the  war; 
others,  to  inspect  the  tables  of  brass,  on  which  the  laws  were 
engraved,  and  to  repair  such  as  were  de&ced  by  time ;  to 
amend  the  public  registers,  which  had  been  vitiated  by  the 
servile  spirit  of  the  times  ;^  and  to  set  limits  to  the  publio 
expenditure.  To  Tertius  JulianuEf,  as  it  now  appeared  that 
lie  had  fled  to  join  the  banners  of  Vespasian,  ^e  praetorian 
dignity  was  restored ;  but  the  honour  was  confirmed  to  Griphu& 
It  was  resolved  that  the  heanng  of  the  question  between 
MuBonius  Rufus  and  Publius  Celer  should  be  resumed.'  Geler 
was  convicted,  and  atonement  made  to  the  manes  of  Soranus. 
This  day,  which  was  signalized  by  an  act  of  public  justice,  was 
not  without  an  instance  also  of  individual  merit,  Musonius 
was  considered  to  have  fully  made  out  his  charge  in»  all  its 
parts.  In  contrast  with  this  was  the  estimation  in  which 
Demetrius,'  a  disciple  of  the  Cynic  school,  was  held,  for 
having  defended  a  notorious  culprit,  with  more  ambition 

*  The  calendar  ia  Nero's  time  waa  filled  with  days  of  aapplication 
and  public  thanka. 

>8eec.lOofthial>ook. 

*  Demetrius  attended  Thrasea  in  his  last  moments    Annals^  xvL  85» 
TAO.— VOL.  ih  q 
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tiban  taiuo&nij*  "Pvik^m  huaa^,:  in  tib9  hoar  of  daago^ 
\iMi.  nek&ner  ooim^  nor  abilit j  to  defend  himael£  The 
IHgnal  for  refcribution  on  the  whole  race  of  inf<»rmerg  beii^ 
giren,  Junius  Manrions^  requested  Ciesar  to  laj  the  jonr- 
wde  of  the  )ate  emperors  before  the  aenat^  that  in  those 
leoorda  they  might  aaec  vho  were  the  aeensen^  and  whcHU 
ibej  aoKcitad  pennisaieB  to  accuae*  Domitian  'replied,  that, 
in  9l  naUer  o^  tueh  aaagitttudey  the  eaaperor  ought  to  be 
oonsulted. 

:  4L  Thar  amate^  on  the  motion  of  some  of  the  leading 
members^  devised  a  ibim  of  oath,  in  which  all  the  magistrates^ 
with  riTal  zeal^^and  the  rest  aa  thej  were  asked  to  vote,  eaUed 
the  gods  to  witness^  thai  no  man's  liih  bj  anj  aid  of  theirs 
had  been  afifeeted,  and  that  ikej  themsehpes  had  deriyed  no 
honour  or  reward  froni  the  distreesea  of  the  citianis;  while 
those  who  felt  eonaciona  of  guilt  were  agitated,  and,  bj  Ta- 
rious  subtletieiy  varied  the  terms  of  the  oath.  The  Aethers 
approved  of  their  xaspeei  £or  the  sanctity  of  an  oath,  but  still 
considered  them,  guilty  of  perjury.  That  stigma,  as  it  were, 
fen  with  intenae  force  upcrn  Soriolenus  Yoei^  Nonius  Ae- 
^ittnus^  and  Cestins  Severn^  notorious  for  their  ireqaent  in-> 
^Ewmations  in  the  reign  of  Nero.  The  first  of  these  labonrad 
under  the  recent  guilt  of  attempting  the  same  thing  with 
Yltellius;  and.  the  fathers  ctmtinued  to  threaten  him  with 
violence,  till  he  withdrew  from  the  senate-house.  Paetins 
Afrieanns  wa&  the  next  ol^ect  of  resentment.  It  was  he» 
they  said,  who  pointed  out  to  Nero  as  victims  the  two  bro- 
tben»  the  Sciibonii,*  distinguished  by  the^  splendour  of  their 
fiortunes,  and  the  harmony  in  which  they  lived  He  dared 
not  avow  the  &cty  and  he  could  not  deny  it.  Turning  round 
upon  Yibius  Crispns^'  who  pressed  him  with  point^  quea- 
ti<ms,  by  mixing  him  np  with  acts  which  he  oouki  not  clear 
hiznself  of,  ha  parried  the  odium  due  to  his  own  crimes  by  a 
Qommun£cation  of  guiH. 

42.  On  that  day  Vip^mis  Messala,  not  yet  oi  senatetian 

.  ^  ^  the  p«M9  of  JnlivB  Kaoriaus  fi3i  Pliay.  tha  yowogw;  £k  it. 

epist.  22.    See  also  Life  of  Agricola,  c.  45. 

,  3  The  two  Scriboniv  whoee  iiaiae9  v«rf  Ruftuf  and  TxocnluB^  were 
put  to  death  by  Kero,  at  the  instigation  of  Pactius  Afiicajios^  A.D.  67.    -. 
'  For  Vibius  Crispus,  see  Hist.  ii.  10 ;  also  tha  DalpgaQ  vmamaa^ 
Oratory,  c.  ft,    «      , 
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^*  aeqtnrod,  n  an  eminent  degree,  the  &me  of  eloqttence 
ttoid  fintemal  affeotioii,  in  McDy  standing  forth  to  plead  for 
bis  Inroiher  Aqnilins  Begulus.'    The  ruin  of  the  house  of  the 
GnfBi,  and  of  Orfitus,'  had  raised  Regulus  to  the  pinnacle  of 
public  detestatiofD.     Of  hn  bvn  motion,  as  it  appeared,  he 
undertook  the  ]Mt)Beeation  when  a  very  young  man,  not  to 
^rd  off  danger  firom  himself  but  to  promote  his  views  of 
iKhrancement.     Sulpieia  Pnetextata,  the  wife  of  Crassus,  with  \.  ^ 
four  children,  abo  attended,  to  demand  vengeance  if  the  \ 
senate  should  take  cognisance  of  the  case.    Messala,  therefore,    ' 
did  not  attempt  to  defond  the  cause  of  the  accused,  but  bj 
his  exposing  himself  to  intercept  the  dangers  that  menaced 
his  brother,  many  of  the  fiitherswere  softened.  To  counteract 
that  impression,  Curtius  Montanus,*  in  a  speech  of  great 
v^emenoe,  went  so  fiir  as  to  allege  against  Regulus,  that  as 
doon  as  Qalha  was  dispatched,  he  gave  money  to  the  mur- 
derer of  Piso,  and  gnawed  the  head  of  PSso  with  his  teeth. 
*  This  srarely,**  he  said,  "  was  an  act  winch  Nero  did  not  force 
him  to — ^nor  did  you,  Reguhis,  redeem  your  dignity,  or  earn 
your  life  by  that  barbarity.     Let  us,  if  you  w3l,  admit  the 
plea  of  those  who,  to  save  themselves,  accomplish  the  ruin  of 
others.     Yon,  Begulus,  after  the  banishment  of  your  fiither, 
and  the  distribution  of  his  effects  among  his  creditors,  were 
left  beyond  the  reach  of  danger.     Excluded  by  your  youth 
from  pubHo  bono^rsy  you  had  nothing  to  tempt  the  avarice 
of  Nero ;  nothing  to  excite  his  fears.  From  a  thirst  for  blood,- 
a  yearning  f(Mr  the  wages  of  iniquity,  you  initiated  your 
genius,  as  yet  imknown  and  untried  in  the  defence  of  any 
man,  with  the  murder  of  an  illustrious  citizen ;  when,  after 
snatching  the  spoils  of  a  consul  from  the  fun^a!  pile  of  your 
ciountry,  pampered  with  a  reward  of  seven  thousand  great 

*  That  i^  not  five-and-iweiity. 

'  Regulus  was  a  pnctised  informer.  Plxny  callar  him  "Bipedam 
ncquissimas."  (lilx  L  epiat.  5.)    See  lib.  ii  epist.  20. 

'  Crasstus  CSbmerinus  and  Scribonianus  Caxnerinus  were  accused  by 
R^^ns  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  and  pizfe  to  death.  (See  Plinj,  lib.  i.  - 
epist.  fi.)  Conielhui  Orfitus  was  eonaul  in  the  time  of  ClandiiiB,  a.d» 
51,  ( Annals,  zii  41.)  He  was  alterwards  a  thneHMrvin|(  orator  under 
Ifero.     ( Annak,.  zvi.  12.) 

*  Curthis  MontanuB  is  mentioned  with  ridicule  (Juvenal,  Sat.  iv.  107) 
as  »  man  <£stinguiBhed  bj  the  enormous  size  of  his  belly : —  ' 

**  Montaoi  quoque  venter  adest  abdomine  tardus,** 

<»2 
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sesterces^  and  glittering  tnth  the  sacerdotal  honours,  ybtk 
prostrated  in  one  common  ruin,  unoffending  youths,  aged 
men  of  the  highest  character,  and  women  of  illustrious  rank; 
when  you  upbraided  the  supineness  of  Nero  in  troubling 
himself  and  the  informers  to  go  from  house  to  house :  tha 
whole  senate,  you  said,  might  be  destroyed  by  one  word. 
Retain  amongst  you,  conscript  fathers,  preserve  this  man  of 
compendious  counsels,  that  Eomans  of  every  time  of  life  may 
be  instructed,  and  as  Marcellus  and  Crispus  are  models  for 
our  old  men,  so  our  youth  may  imitate  Regulus.  Iniquity,, 
even  when  unsuccessful,  finds  its  followers.  What  if  it  thrives 
and  flourishes  ?  and  what  if  we  shall  see  the  man  whom  we 
dare  not  now  cross,  though  only  of  qusestorian  rank,  raised  to 
the  rank  of  praetor  and  consul  1  Think  you  that  the  race  of 
tyrants  ended  with  Nero  %  The  men  who  survived  Tiberius 
reasoned  in  that  manner;  after  the  death  of  Caligula  they 
said  the  same;  whereas,  in  the  meantime,  there  sprang  up 
one  still  more  hateful  and  barbarous.  From  Vespasian  yre- 
have  nothing  to  fear;  such  is  his  time  of  life,  such  his  mo- 
deration: but  examples  continue  to  operate  when  the  authors, 
of  them  are  no  more*.  Conscript  &thers,  we  have  lost  all  our 
energy:  we  are  no  longer  the  senate,  that,  after  Nero  was  put 
to  death,  demanded  that  the  informers  and  the  ministers  of 
his  iniquity  should  be  pmiished  in  the  established  way.  The 
day  that  succeeds  the  downfall  of  a  tyrant  is  a  blessed  day 
indeed." 

43.  Montanus  was  heard  with  such  marked  approbation 
that  Helvidius  conceived  the  hope  that  Marcellus  also  might 
be  borne  down.  Commencing,  therefore,  with  an  encomium 
upon  Cluvius  Rufus,^  who,  though  equally  rich  and  distin- 
guished for  eloquence,  during  the  reign  of  Nero,  had  never 
busied  himself  to  work  the  ruin  of  any  man,  he  pressed 
Eprius  with  this  example,  and  the  charge  he  had  against  him, 
at  once,  while  the  minds  of  the  fathers  were  still  glowing  with 
indignation.  Marcellus  saw  the  temper  of  the  assembly, 
and,  pretending  to  quit  the  senate-house,  said,  "  I  withdraw, 
Priscus,  and  leave  your  senate  to  you.  Reign  there  in  the 
presence  of  a  Csesar."  Vibius  Crispus  followed  him;  both 
enraged,  but  with  different  expressions  in  their  looks;  Mar- 
cellus with  eyes  flashing  vengeance — Crispus  with  a  malig-- 
1  See  Hist.  i.  8* 
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nant  smile.  Their  friends^  however,  hastening  up  to  them, 
prevailed  on  them  to  return.  As  the  matter  was  hotly  con- 
tested,— by  the  men  of  integrily  on  one  side,  the  largest  party; 
on  the  other  by  a  few,  but  powerful,  striving  with  pertiua-* 
cious  rancour  to  cany  their  point, — ^the  day  was  consumed  iu 
altercation. 

44.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  senate,  Domitian  proposed 
to  bury  in  oblivion  cdl  complaints,  dl  resentments,  and  all 
the  sad  necessities  of  former  times.  Mucianus  spoke  at 
large  in  behalf  of  the  informers,  and  in  a  mild  tone  advised, 
an4  ^  it  were,  entreated  such  as  wanted  to  revive  prosecu- 
tions which  had  been  commenced,  and  afterwards  abandoned. 
The  Others  gave  up  the  independence  which  they  had  just 
begun  to  exercise,  when  they  found  that  opposition  was  made 
to  it.  Mtusianus  apprehending  that,  by  this  check,  a  blow 
mi^t  appear  to  be  given  to  the  authority  of  the  senate,  and 
that  impunity  would  seem  to  be  granted  to  all  the  crimes 
committed  in  Nero's  time,  remanded  to  the  islands,  to  which 
they  had  been  banished,  Octavius  Sagitta,^  and  Antistius 
Sosianus,^  of  senatorian  rank.  The  former  had,  in  a  frenzy, 
of  love,  murdered  Pontia  Posthumia,  whom  he  had  been  C9n'i 
nected  with,  and  who  refdsed  to  marry  him.  Sosianus,  by^ 
liis  evil  practices,  had  been  the  ruin  of  numbers.  Both  had 
been  condemned  by  a  solemn  decree  of  the  senate,  and  ban- 
ished ;  and  though  others  were  allowed  to  return,  they  were 
compelled  to  abide  by  the  original  sentence.  But  the  odium 
Mucianus  had  incurred  was  not  mitigated  by  this  expedient; 
for,  verily,  Soaanus  and  Sagitta,  even  if  they  had  returned 
from  exile,  were  of  small  account  The  danger  was  from  the 
craft>  the  wealth  of  the  informers,  and  their  influence,  ever 
employed  in  schemes  of  villany. 

45.  A  cause,  which  was  heard  in  the  senate,  according  to 
ancient  usage,  had  the  effect  of  calming  the  excited  feelings 
of  the  Others.  Manlius  Patruitus,  a  senator,  complained 
that,  in  the  colony  of  the  Senensians,^  he  had  been  beaten  by 
a  crowd  of  people,  and  by  order  of  the  magistrates.     Nor  did 

^  The  murder  committed  by  Octavius  Sabinus  Sagitta  id  related 
more  fully,  AnnalB,  ziiL  44. 

'  AntistiuB  Sosianus  was  banished  for  his  verses  agiunst  Nero.    An* 
nalfl^  xir.  48.    See  also  Annals,  xvi  14. 
'•   '  Now  Sienna,  in  Tuscany, 
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Hie  injury  stop  tbere :  a  repreeentatioa  of  fuxieral  obaequiesy 
with  waitings  and  lamentations,  was  exhibited  around  huu  in 
his  presence,  together  with  insults  and  invectiyes  thrown  out 
against  the  whole  body  of  the  senate.  The  parties  accused 
were  cited  to  appear.  The  cause  was  heard,  the  accused  con- 
victed,  and  condign  punishment  inflicted.  The  fathers  added 
&  decree,  by  whid^  the  people  of  the  colony  were  required  to 
observe  good  order.  AlK)ut  the  same  tima^  Antonius  Fiamma, 
at  the  suit  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gyrene,  was  condemned  to 
suffer  the  penalties  under  the  law  against  extortion,  and  to  be 
banished  for  his  oraelty. 

.  46.  During  these  traDsactions,  a  sedition  was  near  breaking 
out  among  the  soldiery.  The  soldiers  disbanded  by  Yitelliu% 
and  afterwards  embodied  in  the  service  of  Vespasian,  claimed 
a  right  to  their  fbnner  rank  in  the  prsetoiian  guards.  At  the 
sajne  time,  a  numbar  of  others,  who  had  been  drafted  icom 
the  legions,  under  a  proqpect  of  being  promoted  to  that  sta- 
tion, damacded  theUr  promised  pay.  Even  the  Yitellian 
soldiers  could  not  be  displaced  without  much  bloodshed. 
Mucianus  entered  the  camp.  The  better  to  ascertain  the 
period  of  tima  each  had  served,  he  directed  that  the  victorious 
troops,  leaving  proper  distances  between  them,  should  be 
drawn  up  under  arma^  and  with  their  standards.  The  Vi- 
tellians,  who,  as  Uas  been  mentioned,  suznendered  at  Boyilla^ 
with  all  that  oould  be  found  either  at  Eome  or  in  the  neig^- 
bouihood,  were  brought  forward  almost  in  a  state  of  nudity. 
These  Mucianus  directed  to  be  placed  apart^  and  the  German 
and  the  British  soldiery,  and  if  there  were  any  beion^ng  to 
other  armies^  to  stand  near  in  separate  bodies.  The  ViteUums 
were  at  onoe  paralyzed  with  &ar  at  the  first  view,  since  they 
beheld,  as  it  were,  a  hostile  army,  exhibiting  a  terrific  appear- 
ance with  javelins  and  arms^  while  they  themselves  were 
endoaed,  unarmed,  and  disl^ured  by  neglect.  But  when  they 
bogan  to  be  hakd  hither  and  thither,  an  universal  panio 
seized  them,  and  .great  above  all  was  the  alarm  of  the  German 
soldiers,  who  thou^t,  firom  this  separation,  that  they  were 
marked  put  for  slaughter.  They  embraced  tiieir  companions, 
clung  round  their  necks,  bade  them  give  a  lafit  kias,  bagged 
tha,t  they  might  not  be  left  to  perish  alone,  nor,  their  caiiae 
being  one,  that  they  would  ajlow  them  to  suffer  a  different  fitte. 
One  while  they  appealed  to  Muciamu^  then  invoked  their 
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Abeent  so¥ef<eigii»aiid  lastly  sammo&edbeaVenft&d  the  gods  td 
witDeBs;  till  at  kngth  Mudanus,  cdliiig  to  them  in  the  mjoae 
of  soldim  bound  lyjr  the  same  oath^  and  serring  tlie  aant^ 
emperor,  prooeeded  to  obviate  their  groimdless  Hears ;  for  i^ 
victorious  armj  aJao  aided  their  tears  by  damours;  a&d  so 
ended  matters  that  day*  A  few  days  afSer,  when  Domitlaii 
addressed  them,  haviog  now  recoveited  their  firmness,  thiey 
teplied  in  a  tone  of  confidenoa  They  i^purned  the  lands 
-  offered,  requested  to  serve,  and  reoeive  their  airears  of  pay>. 
Their  request  was  in  a  supplioatozy  style,  but  it  was  not  t^ 
be  resisted.  They  were  aooMxiingly  inoocporated  with  th^  prae- 
torian  guards.  The  supenumttated^  and  soch  as  had  served 
out  th^  tin^,  were  then  dischaxged  With  honour  frona  th« 
service.  Some  were  cashieFed  iot  misbdiaviouT;  but  gradur 
ally  and  singly*  the  saliast  expedient  &ir  destroying  a  oombinar 
tion  of  numbers. 

47.  For  the  rest,  whether  it  arose  from  real  poverty,  or  a 
wish  to  aeesm  poor,  a  scheme  was  jffK^MMed  in  the  seaate  lor 
raising,  by  a  loaa  frcmi  private  p^sons,  the  sum  of  sixty  mil- 
iiotts  sesterces.^  .  Tbe  management  of  the  business  was  com- 
mitted to  Poppnus  Silvanus;  bal^  soon  after,  the  neoeesity 
was  ranoved,  or  periiaps  the  pretenoe  was  dtopped.  On 
the  proposal  of  Don^itiaiiy  the  several  appointments  to.  the- 
oonsuMiip,  by  Yitelliua^  were  declared  null  «id  void.  A 
osnsonan  fimoiuL  wis  pexfdnrmed  in.  honour  of  Flavins  Sahi- 
nns;'  signal  iosftazioes  these  of  the  instability  of  fortune, 
exhibiting  the  extremes  of  ekvation  and  d^reasioii  in  th(B 
same  persons. 

48.  About  this  time  Lucius  Piso,  the  proconsul,  was  mur» 
dered.  I  shall  be  enabled  to  exhibit  this  sanguinary  deed  in 
the  naost  perfect  hght^  after  having  retraced  a  few  oircum- 
stances  already  related^  and  which  are  not  unconnected  with 
the  cause  and  origin  of  this  dass  of  atrocities.  In  the  time  of 
Augustus  and  Tibmus^  the  legion  quartered  in  Africa,  with 
the  auxiliaries  employed  to  d^end  the  frontier  of  the  pro- 
vince, were  subject  to  the  prooonsuL  Caligula,  whose  mind 
was  of  a  wild  tuisettlad  chajnacter,  Mspecting  Mazeus  Silanufl^ 
then  governor  of  Afirica^  transferred  the  command  of  the 

^  tUther  more  than  S0O,^0(ML 
'    *  FlaTJui  Sahinas,  th«  bRyther  of  TMpMiiai,  WM  nwrdered  by  the 
YiteUiADB.    Hirt.  iii.  74. 


*rHB  HISTOBY.  {B.  !«• 

legion  to  an  imperial  lieutenant,  whom  he  sent  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  power  of  granting  military  preferment  was  divided 
between  the  two;  and  the  orders  of  both  clashing  with  each 
other,  a  disagreement  arose,  which  was  aggravated  by  an 
improper  feeling  of  rivalry.  The  authority  of  the  lieutenants 
gained  the  ascendant,  either  from  the  long  continuance  of  the 
office,  or  because  inferiors  are  naturally  more  diligent  in  x 
contest  for  preeminence;  while  the  most  illustrious  of  the 
proconsuls  were  more  solicitous  about  personal  security  than 
the  preservation  of  their  authority. 

49.  But  at  that  time  Valerius  Festus  had  the  command  of 
the  legion;  a  yotmg  man  of  lavish  expenditure  and  immode- 
rate ambition.  He  also  felt  uncomfortable  on  account  of  his 
alliance  with  Vitellius.  Whether  it  be  true,  that,  in  private 
conferences,  he  endeavoured  to  incite  Piso  to  a  revolt,  or 
withstood  the  solicitations  of  Piso,  is  uncertain,  as  no  man  was 
admitted  to  their  privacy;  and  after  the  death  of  Piso  the 
generality  were  inclined  by  views  of  interest  towards  the 
murderer.  The  natives  of  the  province,  as  well  as  the  soldiers, 
were  undoubtedly  disaffected  to  Vespasian.  It  is  likewise 
certain,  that  partisans  of  Vitellius,  coming  from  Rome,  repre- 
sented to  Piso  that  Gaul  was  on  the  eve  of  a  revolt;  the  Ger- 
mans ready  to  take  up  arms;  the  dangerous  situation  in 
which  he  stood;  and  the  greater  security  afforded  by  open 
war  than  doubtftil  peace.  In  that  juncture,  Claudius  Sagitta^ 
who  commanded  the  squadron  of  horse  called  Petrina,  &- 
TOured  by  a  quick  passage,  arrived  in  Africa  before  Papirius, 
a  centurion,  despatched  by  Mucianus,  and  asserted  that  the 
centiuion  was  charged  to  assassinate  Piso;  that  Galerianus,' 
his  cousin-german  and  son-in-law,  had  already  &llen:  his  only 
hope  of  safety  was  in  taking  a  bold  step ;  two  courses  were 
open  to  him;  he  might,  if  he  preferred  it,  forthwith  summon 
the  province  to  arms;  or,  passing  over  into  Gaul,  oflfer  to 
head  the  Vitellian  party.  Piso  remained  deaf  to  these  re- 
monstrances. The  centurion  sent  by  Mucianus  had  no  sooner 
landed  at  Carthage,  than  with  a  loud  voice,  and  without 
intermission,  he  cried,  "  All  prosperity  to  Piso !  '*  as  though  he 
were  prince,  and  urged  all  he  met,  thunderstruck  as  they 
were  at  an  event  so  strange  and  unexpected,  to  echo  his 
huzszas.  The  credulous  multitude  rushed  to  the  forum,  and 
^  Calpumius  Ghilerianus,  see  above,  c  11. 
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insisted  on  Piso's  making  his  appearance.  They  made  the  whole 
place  ring  with  shouts  of  joj,  from  an  inherent  supineness  in 
Asoertaining  trath,  and  a  propensity  to  adulation.  Piso,  from 
the  information  of  Sagitta^  or  his  natural  modesty,  went  not 
cfttt  of  his  house,  nor  committed  himself  to  the  intemperate 
seal  of  the  people;  but  interrogated  the  centurion;  and  find* 
kig  that  the  object  was  to  lay  a  ground  of  charge  against  him  as 
a  pretext  for  his  murder,  he  ordered  his  officers  to  put  him  to 
death,  not  so  much  from  the  hope  of  saving  his  life,  as  indig* 
nation  at  the  assaEsin,  because,  being  also  one  of  the  mur- 
derers of  Clodius  Macer,  he  had  come  with  hands  reeking 
with  the  blood  of  a  legate  to  assassinate  a  proconsul.  Hence* 
forth,  having  rebuked  the  Carthaginians  in  ai}  edict  indicating 
the  anxiety  he  felt,  he  discontinued  the  duties  of  his  station, 
and  confined  himself  to  his  house,  lest  any  occasion  of  fresh 
disturbance  should  arise  even  by  accident. 

50.  Bat  when  Festus  was  apprised  of  the  excitement  of  the 
populace,  the  punishment  of  the  centurion,  and  other  matters 
true  and  fidse,  magnified,  as  usual,  by  the  voice  of  fame,  he 
despatched  a  party  of  horse  to  kill  Piso.  The  assassins,  who 
peiformed  the  journey  at  frill  speed,  rushed,  sword  in  hand, 
into  Piso's  house,  at  the  dim  hour  when  the  light  is  still  but 
beginning  to  appear;  and  being  chosen  from  the  Carthaginian 
auxiliaries  and  Moors,  many  of  them  were  ignorant  of  the 
person  of  Piso.  Near  his  chamber-door  they  met  one  of  the 
flkves,  and  asked  him  who  he  was,  and  where  was  Piso.  The 
skkve  replied,  with  a  noble  fiUsehood,  that  he  was  Piso,  and 
was  butchered  on  the  spot.  Piso  in  a  short  time  after  met 
his  fate;  for  there  was  one  among  them  who  knew  him, 
Bebius  Massa^^  one  of  the  imperial  procurators  in  Africa, 
even,  then  the  bane  of  every  worthy  character,  and  whose 
same  will  often  recur  hereafter  as  a  prime  mover  in  the 
eakmities  of  our  country.  Festus  proceeded  from  Adru- 
metum,'  where  he  had  stopped,  anxiously  looking  out  for  the 
result,  to  the  legion,  and  oniered  Cetronius  Pisanus,  prsefect 
of  the  camp,  to  be  put  in  bonds,  from  personal  animosity;  but 

^  For  more  of  Bebius  Massa,  see  Life  of  Agricola,  c.  45.    He  is  men'* 
tioned  by  Juvenal  as  a  noted  informer : — 

" Quem  Massa  timet,  quern  munere  palpat 

Cams." 
■  '  See  Annals,  zL  21, 
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he  Called  him  it  fiatellka  of  Fiac^.  H«  Abo  pCmifihed  some  of 
the  soldiers,  axid  rewarded  others,  with  qo  good  roaaou  for 
either,  but  to  acquire  the  reputation  of  having  sup{M:es8ed  a 
war.  He  then  f^justed  a  quarrel  between  the  (Eensiafis^ 
end  the  people  of  Leptis;  which,  £rom  the  seixure  of  fruits 
and  cattle  by  rustics  one  am<»ig  aood^er,  an  e,ffair  of  no  such 
magnitude,  was  now  cazried  on  by  arms  and  regular  batt2e& 
Por  the  (Eensians  wore  inferior  in  number  to  their  adTerearies; 
but  they  had  formed  9,  league  with  the  Gacamantes,  a  fiem 
and  savage  race,  and  a  prolific  source  of  d^cedations  amoag 
their  nei^bouis.  Hence  tiie  people  of  Leptis  were  reduoed 
to  the  last  extzemtty.  Their  knds  weie  laid  waste,  and  th^ 
were  trembling  within  their  wall%  till,  by  the  interventiim  ci 
the  Boman  oobuts  and  cavalry,  the  Gaiamantes.were  routed, 
and  all  their  booty  was  retaken,  except  what  some  oi  ibsm^ 
going  about  from  otie  to  another  of  their  inaooessifate  haat^ 
had  sold  to  the  inhabitants  of  moie  remote  districts. 

^1.  Ye^pasiaa  having  received  inteiligniiee  of  the  victory 
at  Cremooa,  and  the  suoceas  of  his  arms  in  every  quarter,  the 
death  of  Vitellioe  was  announced  to  him  hj  men  of  all  lanki^ 
who,  with  equal  courage  and  good  fortoae^  Ventured  to  ta^ 
veaise  the  sea  at  t^at  tempestuous  aeasocL  Vologeaes,  the 
Parthian  king,  oflSared  by  h^  ambassadors  to  assist  him  with 
forty  thousand  of  his  cavalry.  It  was  a  procd  and  gtatifying 
drcumstanoe  to  him  to  be  solicited  to  aoeept.such  powerfiii 
auxiliariee,  and  not  to  want  theoi.  He  tettamed  ti^i^  to 
Yologeses,  and  told  him  to  eend  embsssadocs  to  the  senate^ 
apprising  him  also  that  the  war  was  concluded.  Veflftasiai^ 
whose  thoughts  were  anxiously  fixed  <m  Italy  and  the  afiain 
of  the  city,  heard  the  un&vouiable  rumour  of  the  conduct  of 
Domitian,  aocordiiig  to  which  it  seemed  that  he  was  outstep* 
ping  the  limits  that  banged  to  his  time  of  lile^  and  ^«!P"f»^i|^ 
more  than  could  be  conceded  to  a  ^MI.  Vespasian,  therefiaic^ 
eonsigned  to  Titua  the  main  sU^ngth  oi  his  foroes,  to  aoeom^ 
plish  the  remains  of  the  Jewidi  war, 

52,  Titui^  we  lue  tdd,  before  he  parted  txam,  his  &tker, 
entreated  him,  in  a  lengthened  conversation,  not  to  allow 
himself  to  he  excited  too  easily  by  the  statements  of  ikte 
accusers  of  his  son  ;  and  that  in  dealing  with  him,  he  would 
show  a  mind  xmprejudiced  and  placable.     Fleets  and  armies 

1  « (Eensis  ciyitas,"  between  the  two  Syrtee,  i»  meatioaed  by  Ftiiqr* 
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W4»re  not  tRKih  impregnable  bolwwidi  of  empire, -fla  Skuvau^ 
rous  £uxiilj  j  for  fiaeiicb  vulj  he  est  oft  by  ihb  eieds  of  time, 
tiaufifer  their  Ms^weoi  in  «  «hai^  of  JarUme^  or  £dl  under 
the  influence  ekher  <^  inordinate  deakes  or  enoneoas- views  } 
but  it  was  a  diffieuli  taek  to  detach  from  mea  those  ii^ho  are 
conneoted  with  them  by  the  ties  of  blood :  b«t  e^pedalljr  ia 
the  ease  of  princes^  ia  whose  pro^erity  otheni  pajiioipat^ 
IHrhilst  their  soiisfoituiies  pi«8sed  peculiarly  upon  ^eir  Bfeaneat 
relatives.  Evai  between  brotdiers^  unanimity  would  not  bet 
lasting,  if  the  parent  ^Ad  not  set  the  example.  VespasiaBy; 
more  chamied  with  the  filial  piety  of  Titus  than  sofbeiied 
towards  Domitian,  desired  him  to  banish  all  anxiety,  anA 
proceed  in  the  great  wozk  of  aggrandizing  his  coUntzy  bj 
Tigorous  proeecutioa  of  the  war.  fiis  own  business  should 
be  to  coltiFate  the  arts  of  peace,  andsecmre  the  wel&fe  of  hi9 
£Eunily.  Vespasian  then  committed  to  the  atili  tempestuous 
sea  some  of  the  swiftest  of  his. ships,  jaden  with  com;  and 
well  it  was  he  did,  lor  the  city  was  then  tottering  under 
a  state  of  things  so  critical  that  die  com  in  the  goanaries  waa 
sufficient  for  no  m<»e  thaa  ten  da^'  ^^P^Jy  wfaHUi  the  stares 
&om  Vespasian  came  in  to  their  mL 

53.  The  care  <^  rebuildii^  the  eapitol  he  ooxnmitted  -ter 
Ludus  Vestinns^^  a  man  of  equestdan  jtank,  but  in  ««dife 
and  dignity  among  the  first  men  in  Eomeu  The  soothsayeEi^: 
who  were  oouTe^d  by  him,  advised  ^lat  the  mins  of  th» 
Conner  shrine  should  be  remored  to  the  marsfaes,  and  * 
temple  raised  on  the  old  fbundaticm;  for  the  gods  woi^  not 
pennit  a  duinge  of  the  ancient  Ibcm.  On  the  eieycaitii  day 
before  the  cal^ids  of  July,  the  dky  being  ramadkably  serene^ 
the  whole  space  deTotod  to  the  sacred  structure  was  encom- 
passed with  chaplets  axtd  garlanda.  Such  of  ti»  soldiers. aa 
had  names  of  aus{Aci(Mis  import,^  entered  within  the  endosuxe^ 
with  branches  from  trees  emUematacai  of  good  ibrtiiDe. 
Thai  the  yestal  yizgins  in  procession,  with  a  band  of  boys 
and  girlfif,  whose  parents,  male  and  female,  were  still  living; 
sprinkled  the  whole  place  with  water  drawn  from  living  foua.* 
tains  and  rivers.  Helvidius  Pnscui^  the  pr^tor,  preceded  by 
Plautius  iElianua,  the  pontiff  zibet  poxifying  the  area  bf 

'  Luciiu  Yestiniu  was  a  native  of  Vieime^  a  taky  near  Lyoira. 
'  Upon  all  aolemn  oecasions  the  Romaaa  made  dioice  of  men  whosa 
names  they  thought  auapicious.    See  Gioero^  De  Diviaatiooe^  lib.  i  102*. 
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Baerificiiig  a  swine,  a  dieep,  and  a  bull,  and  replacing  tbe 
entrails  upon  the  turf,  invoked  Jupiter,  Juno,  and  Minerva, 
and  the  tutelar  deities  of  the  empire,  praying  that  they  would 
prosper  the  undertaking,  and,  witlx  diyine  power,  carry  to 
perfidction  a  work  begun  by  the  piety  of  man ;  and  then  Rd.- 
vidius  laid  his  hand  upon  the  wreaths  that  bound  the  found&« 
Hon-stone  and  were  twined  about  the  cords ;  at  the  same  time^ 
the  magistrates,  the  priests,  the  senators,  the  knights,  and  a 
number  of  citizens,  with  simultaneous  ^orts,  prompted  by 
zeal  and  exultation,  haled  the  ponderous  stone  along.  Con- 
tributions of  gold  and  silver,  and  pieces  of  other  metals,  the 
first  that  were  taken  from  the  mines,  that  had  never  been 
melted  in  the  furnace,  but  in  their  native  state,  were  thrown 
upon  the  foundations  on  all  hands.  The  soothsayers  enjoined 
that  neither  stone  nor  gold  which  had  been  applied  to  other 
uses,  should  pro&ne  l^e  building.  Additional  height  was 
given  to  the  edifice;  this  was  the  only  variation  conceded  by 
religion;  and  in  point  of  magnificence  it  was  considered  to 
be  mferior  to  the  former  temple. ' 

54.  Meanwhile,  the  news  of  Yitellius^s  death,  spreading 
through  Gaul  and  Germany,  gave  rise  to  two  wars  at  once : 
for  Civilis,  throwing  off  his  mask,  declared  open  hostility 
agamst  the  Romans ;  and  the  Yitellian  soldiers,  rather  than 
acknowledge  Vespasian,  were  ready  to  submit  to  slavery 
under  a  foreign  yoke.  The  Gauls  had  assumed  a  tone  of 
confidence,  concluding  that  the  same  fate  had  attended  the 
Boman  armies  wherever  stationed;  a  rumour  being  current 
among  them  that  the  Dacians  and  Sarmatians  had  laid  siege 
to  the  encampments  in  Mo9sia  and  Pannonia.  Afi^ts  in 
Britain  were  supposed  to  be  in  no  better  situation.  Above 
all,  the  destruction  of  the  capitol  impressed  them  with  a 
conviction  that  the  dissolution  of  the  Boman  empire  was  at 
hand;  the  city,  they  said,  had  been  captured  formerly  by  the 
Gauls,  but  the  abode  of  Jupiter  being  untouched,  the  empire 
had  survived.  The  Druids,  ^  in  their  wild  enthusiasm,  declared 
in  prophetic  strains  that  now  a  sign  of  the  wrath  of  heaven 

•  ^  The  Rplendour  and  jnagnificenoe  of  the  capitol  and  the  temple  of 
Jnpiter  are  described  by  Plutarch,  Life  of  PopliCola. 

'  *  The  order  of  Druids  had  been  suppressed  in  Gaul  by  Tiberius 
(Pliny,  lib.  zxx.  4) ;  and  the  emperor  Claudius  extinguished  their  reli- 
gion (Suetonius,  Life  of  Claudius,  s.  25).  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that 
a  nee  of  Druids  was  sent  fiKxn  Britain. 
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hftd  heea  given  by  the  appomted  &re^  and  that  the  transfer  d 
the  empire  of  the  world  to  the  transalpine  nations  was  por- 
tended* A  report  prevailed,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  chiefs 
tains  of  Ganl,  who-  bad  been  employed  by  Otho  against 
Yitellias,  bound  themselves  in  a  compact  not  to  neglect  the 
opportunity  for  regaining  their  liberty>  should  the  power  of 
the  Eoman  people  be  broken  in  a  succession  of  civil  wars  and 
internal-calamities*  . 

B5i  Before  the  murder  of  Hordeonius  Flaccus,  nothing 
transpired  from  which  the  confederacy  could  be  inferred;  but 
after  the  assassination  of  Hordeonius,  messengers  were  seen 
passing  to  and  &o  between  Civilis  and  Glassicus,  who  com- 
manded a  squadron  of  Treverian  horse^  Glassicus,  in  rank 
and  wealth,  surpassed  the  rest  of  his  countrymen ;  he  was  of 
a  royal  lineage,  and  his  ancestors  renowned  for  wisdom  and 
valour :  as  for  himself,  he  made  his  boast,  that  he  was  the 
hereditary  enemy,  rather  than  the  ally  of  Rome.  He  was 
joined  in  the  plot  by  Julius  Tutor  and  Julius  Sabinus ;  the 
former  a  Treverian,  the  latter  a  Lingonian.  Tutor  had  been 
preferred  by  Yitellius  to  command  on  the  banks  of  the  Ehine. 
Sabinus,  in  addition  to  his  natural  vanity,  was  inflamed  by 
pride,  in  consideration  of  his  wisely  supposed  descent.  He 
pretended,  that  his  great-grandmother  attracted  the  admira- 
tion of  the  deified  JuUus,  and  had  an  adulterous  amour  with 
him.  These  men  made  it  their  business,  in  secret  conferences^ 
to  sound  the  temper  of  others ;  and,  having  engaged  in  the 
plot  such  as  they  thought  proper  for  the  purpose,  met  at  a 
private  house  in  the  Agrippinian  colony;  for,  as  a  body,  the 
inhabitants  abhorred  attempts  of  this  kind.  Nevertheless 
there  were  present  certain  of  the  Ubians  and  Tungrians,  but 
the'Treverians  and  Lingonians  possessed  the  greatest  influence ; 
nor  <iovld  they  brook  the  delay  of  deliberating*  They  pro- 
claimed each  as  loud  as  he  could,  that  '^  the  Eoman  people 
were  raging  with  civil  dissensions;  her  armies  were  cut  to 
pieces;  Italy  was  laid  waste,  and  the  city  at  that  moment 
taken  by  storm ;  while  all  her  armies  had  each  of  them  a  war 
upon  its  hands.  If  the  passes  over  the  Alps  should  be  secured 
by  garrisons,  the  Gauls,  having  established  their  independence, 
mi^t  then  determine  what  limit  they  would  assign  to  their 
efforts.*'    This  project  was  approved  as  soon  as  heard. 

66.  How  to  dispose  of  the  remaining  Yitellian  soldiers  was 
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k  perpkxing  quBstioii;  nMunrjr  vere  of  opimoB. tiuiithi^on^ii 
to  be  put  to  the  avord,  as  turboknt  «nd  imprmafAed  maai, 
find  poUatod  with  the  falood  of  their  offiocxs.  The  pika  of 
spfliiug  t^m  prevaikd^  kst  by  nnumng  aU  hope  of  paacdoD 
they  G^oukL  rouse  them  to  a  deapeistB  veBUEbuiott.  It  iiero 
hetter  that  they  ^lould  be  enticed  into  the  oon&denej.  Let 
their  officers  only  be  put  to  death,  end  the  eomnioB  zneo^ 
conscious  of  their  crimes,  yet  entertaining  hopes  of  impunity^ 
wmild  readily  join  them.  Such  was  the  nature  of  their  dSzst 
measure.  They  also  sent  emissanes  to  idndle  the  flame  of 
var  in  GanL  The  oonspinitors  themselreB  feigned  sobmisBian 
to  the  Gommaxids  of  Yoculay  that  he  might  be  the  more  off 
his  guards  end  faE  an  easier  Yictim:.  Some  pesaoas,  hoirever, 
conveyed  informatioa  to  Yocula,  but  he  vaoted  strength  to 
suppress  the  movement^  as  the  kgions  were  defieient  in  com- 
plement, and  not  to  be  trusted.  Surrounded  by  a  suspected 
soldiery  and  secret  enemies,  he  eonduded  that  his  best 
course  under  existing  dreumstances  was  to  proceed  by  dis- 
simulation  and  the  arts  by  which  he  was  aesukd,  and  thete* 
fore  went  down  to  the  Agrippinian  colony.  Thither  Claudius 
Labeo,  who^  as  already  mentioned,  had  been  captured  and 
sent  out  of  the  proTince  to  the  Frisian!^  having  corrupted 
his  guard,  had  fled  foe  refuge;  and  having  promisKl,  if  a  force 
were  assigned  iaxn,  to  penetrate  into  Batavia^  and  bring  badk 
the  chiefs  of  the  eonntry  to  the  interest  of  Bome^  he  obtained 
a  small  party  of  foot  and  cavalry;  but  not  venturing  to 
attempt  anything  with  the  Batavians,  he  induced  some  of  the 
Kervians  and  Betasians  ^  to  take  up  arms>  and  made  incorsioiis 
upon  the  Canninefiites  and  Marsacians  m<sre  by  stealth  thaa 
open  war. 

;  57.  Yocnla,.  induced  by  the  fraudulent  rcfxresentations  of 
the  Gauls,  proceeded  against  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  he 
approached  the  Old  Camp,  Claasicus  and  Tutor,  advancing 
under  coloiir  of  exploring  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  cchw 
duded  a  treaty  with  the  German  chiefis;  and  then  for  the  first 
time  they  encamped  apart  from  the  legions,  and  threw  a 
separate  rampart  round  a  eamp  of  their  own,  Yocula  protest^ 
ing  <<  that  £(Mne  was  not  so  rent  by  her  own  divisions  as  to 
become  the  seem  of  the  Trevenans  and  lingones:  she  had 
still  a  nnmber  of  pronrinces  firm  in  her  interest;  victorioof 
'  BBt>giiyfnhrf>i^iiMtoc£  what  M  now  mllwJTWii^     .    . 
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«nuai^  the  am^loioiis  fistmie  of  the  mofkn;  and  the  gods 
bar  wtnQenL  'Axm  fomflrlj  Saoxnir  ^  aiid  the  ifidnaiic^  and 
130001%  YiodeK  and  tbe  Ganls^  had  been  cniahad,  eaeh  by  ft 
u^  bottle.  .  And  aov  too,  the  Tiolators  of  tnaiiea  might 
«sp0ofe  1^  cama  goda^  the  same  fikte.  Julin»  and  An^ualus 
bflsfc  usdexatood  the  diapofiitkai  of  &e  Gank;  CSalba,  and  a 
auitigatioii  of  trilmteB^  had  exeted  hostile  fealipga  in  them. 
Tb^  -wore  eDemifia  nam  beeanse  th<7  vere  aobjacted  to  a 
nod  rale;  when  thefhad  been  despcMkd.  and  stripped  of  their 
peaiBeaBBone,  thej  voiild  xesmme  &  frieodl j  spint."  Haring 
delireced  this  speaeh  in  a  tone  of  high  dispkaffore,  seeing  that 
Qaeiieiis  and  Tutor  peisBiated  in  their  perfidy,  he  mardsed 
bafik  to  NoTesiiiHL  The  Gank  enoamped  at  the  distance  of 
tvQ  miles;  The  joiads  of  the  centurioiis  and  soldiers  that 
visited  them  there  nere  aodoced  by  bribes  to  engage  that  » 
BoBiaaa  annj,  vith  a  baseness  of  ^irit  till  then  unheard  o^ 
ahoold  swear  fidelity  to  a  foreign  power;  and  that  an  earnest 
ef  Urn  atroeioiis  eompacAi  dboidd  be  given  by  the  murder  of 
their  commaadar^  or .  by  deliyering  them  n|>  in-  ehaiosL 
Yocnia,  thaogh  mai^  persnaded  him  to  esciqie,  resolved  to  go 
boldly  throng  with  the  business;  and  summoning  an  aawmi- 
bly,  disGGiiiraed  itt  the  following  mwiner  li — 

5S,  ^  Never  have  I  addressed  you,  my  Mbw-eddiers^  witb 
mon  aniiety  lor  your  weHare,  or  with  kas  eonoem  for  my- 
aei£  For  that  my  destruction  ia  meditated  I  hear  without 
regret;. and  look  forward  to  death,  plunged  as  I  am  in  afflic^ 
tioDy  aa  %he  termination  of  mysu&ringB^  But  I  blush  for 
Ten,  my  heart  bleeds  for  you»  against  irhom  no  battle  is  pre- 
paring; no  troops  are  marshalling;  for  that  were  according  to 
the  law  of  arms  and  the  usage  of  enemies;  Classlcus  hopes  to 
$^tt  against  the  Beman  people  with  your  h^ndb^  and  boasts 
«f  the  empire  of  Gaul,  and  of  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  GauL  If 
eor.good  fortune  and  courage  have  fiuled  us  for  the  moment,. 
are  we  so  defidoxt  in  ezamplea  of  former  times,  when,  as  waa 
often  the  ease^  Boman  legions  ehose  to  perish  rather  thaa 
abandon  their  postt  The  allies  of  Rome  have  seen  their  • 
cities  wrapped  in  fire^  and,  with  thdr  wives  and  children,^/ 
have  perished  in  the  fiames;  nor  had  they  any  other  motive 
for  undergoSng  that  ftAe,  than  the  preservation  of  th«r  honour 
Ipod  famd,  Atthia  momoit,  iu  the  Old  Camp^  the  legions  are 
^  SatflMsrovJJvaBeJLiiBaljviu*^^   .    - 
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enduring  the  horrors  of  &mine  and  a  siege;  but  neither 
threats  nor  promises  can  shake  their  constancy*  Besideg 
arms  and  men,  and  a  camp  excellently  fortified,  we  have  pro* 
visions  sufficient  for  a  war,  however  protraoted.  Our  money 
sufficed  on  a  recent  occasion,  even  for  a  donative ;  and  whether 
you  prefer  to  impute  it  to  Vespasian  or  to  Yitellius,  doubtless 
it  is  the  bounty  of  a  Boman  emperor.  Conquerors  in  so 
many  wars,  after  routing  the  enemy  so  often  at  Gelduba  at 
the  Old  Camp,  if  you  dread  a  pitched  battle,  that  siurely  were 
unworthy  of  you;  but  you  have  a  rampart  and  walls,  wad, 
methods  of  protracting  the  war  till  succours  arrive,  and 
armies  crowd  to  your  relief  from  the  neighbouring  provinoes. 
Grant  that  I  have  incurred  your  displeasure;  there  are  other 
commanders;  there  are  tribimes;  at  all  events,  a  centurion,  or 
even  a  common  soldier.  Let  not  this  portentous  &ct  be  cir- 
culated round  the  world,  that  Civilis  and  Classicus  purpose 
invading  Italy  attended  by  l^oman  soldiers.  And  if  the  Gauls 
and  G^mans  shall  lead  you  to  the  walls  of  Borne,  will  you 
use  your  arms  against  your  country  1  My  soul  recoils  with 
horror  at  the  bare  idea  of  such  an  atrocity*  Shall  watches 
be  set  for  Tutor  the  Treverian]  Shall  a  Batavian  give  the 
signal  for  battle?  Will  you  serve  as  recruits  to  complete  the 
German  battalionsf  When  the  Boman  legions  appear  before 
you  in  order  of  battle,  in  what  horrible  act  will  your  conduct 
issue?  Deserters  already,  will  you  become  so  a  second  time? 
Traitors  to  your  country,  wiU  you  turn  traitors  to  your 
new  allies?  Will  you  stagger  between  your  recent  and  yovr 
former  oath,  objects  of  detestation  to  the  gods?  Thee,  Jove, 
supremely  great  and  good,  to  whom  through  a  space  of  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  years  we  have  paid  our  vows  for  ao 
many  triumphs;  and  thee,  Quirinus,  founder  of  the  Boman 
name,  I  implore  and  beseech,  that  if  it  is  not  your  pleaAuie 
that  imder  my  command  this  camp  shall  remain  pure  and 
inviolate,  you  would  at  least  not  suffer  it  to  be  defiled  and 
polluted  by  Tutor  and  Classicus.  Grant,  I  beseech  you,  to 
Boman  soldiers,  either  purity  of  thought,  or  that  they  may 
repent  speedily,  and  before  they  plimge  into  guilty  acta** 

59.  This  speech  was  heard  wiUi  various  emotionst,  between 
hope,  fear,  and  shame.  Yocula  retired;  and  while  he  was 
deliberating  about  putting  a  period  to  his  existence,  his  8lavQ0 
and  freedmen  prevented  him  &om  forestalling  a  hoiribla 
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death  by  a  yoluntaty  act*  Olassicus  hastened  to  destroy  him 
hj  the  hand  of  jEmilius  Longinus,  a  deserter  from  the  first 
legion,  ^hom  he  sent  for  the  purpose.  '  It  was  thought  enough 
that  Herennius  and  Numisius,  commanders  of  legions,  shoidd 
be  secured  in  chains.  Classicus,  in  a  short  time  afterwards^ 
entered  the  camp,  with  the  pomp  and  apparel  of  a  Boman 
commander  j  and  though  he  brought  with  him  a  mind  inured 
to  every  kind  of  daring,  he  had  not  power  to  say  anything 
beyond  reciting  the  words  of  the  oath.  All  the  soldiers  pre-» 
Bent  swore  fidelity  to  the  empire  of  the  Gauls«  The  assassin 
of  Vocula  was  raised  to  high  rank  in  the  army;  the  rest  he 
signalized  by  rewards  in  proportion  to  their  services  in  crime. 
Tutor  and  Classicus  took  their  respective  shares  in  the  conduct 
of  the  war.  Tutor,  with  a  strong  force,  invested  the  Agrip- 
pinian  colony,  and  compelled  the  inhabitants  and  all  the 
soldiers  stationed  on  the  Upper  Bhine,  to  swear  on  the  same 
terms,  after  putting  to  death  the  tribimes  at  Magontiacum, 
and  driving  away  theprsefect  of  the  camp,  because  they 
declined.  From  those  who  submitted,  Classicus  selected  the 
most  profligate,  and  sent  them  to  the  Old  Camp,  with  direcr 
tions  to  promise  a  free  pardon  if  they  acquiesced  in  things  as 
they  were ;  otherwise,  that  famine,  the  sword,  and  the  utmost 
he  could  inflict,  would  be  their  portion.  The  messengers 
added  the  weight  of  their  own  example. 
•  60.  The  besieged  were  distracted  between  the  claims  of 
duty  and  the  pangs  of  hunger;  between,  honour  and  infemy. 
While  in  this  state  of  indecision,  they  were  in  want  not  only 
of  ordinary  food,  but  even  of  such  as  is  unusual ;  their  beasts 
of  burden  and  horses  being  consumed,  and  all  other  animals 
impure  and  filthy  which  necessity  brought  into  use :  at  last, 
While  tearing  up  shrubs  and  stocks,  and  the  herbs  that  grew 
between  the  stones,  they  exhibited  an  example  of  patience  and 
suffering;  till  at  length  they  tarnished  their  transcendent  merit 
by  an  inglorious  termination,  in  suing  for  their  lives  by  de- 
puties sent  to  Civilis.  Nor  were  their  supplications  listened 
to  till  they  swore  fidelity  to  the  empire  of  Gaul.  Then  having 
stipulated  for  the  plunder  of  the  camp,  he  assigned  guards  to 
secure  the  money,  sutlers,  and  baggage,  and  to  escort  them 
away,  destitute  as  they  were.  They  had  proceeded  about  five 
miles,  when  the  Germans  starting  up,  fell  upon  them  as  they 
were  marching  and  off  their  guard.     The  most  resolute  of 
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them  never  stirred  a  foot;  many  were  cut  off  while  attempting 
to  escape;  the  rest  fled  for  refuge  back  to  the  camp;  when 
it  must  be  admitted  Ciyilis  complained  of  the  proceec&ng,  and 
rebuked  the  Germans,  as  having  broken  fsdth  by  au  act  of 
villany.  Whether  this  was  mere  pretence,  or  he  was  really 
unable  to  restrain  their  savage  violence,  is  not  clearly  made 
out.  After  ransacking  the  camp  they  threw  fire  upon  it,  and 
aU  who  survived  the  battle  the  flames  destroyed. 

61.  Now,  at  length,  having  completed  the  destruction  of 
the  legions,  Civilis  cropped  his  long  and  burnished  hair,  in 
fiilfiiment  of*  a  vow  common  to  barbarians,^  which  he  todc 
upon  himself  after  he  commenced  hostilities  against  ihe  Bo^ 
mans.  He  is  also  reported  to  have  placed  as  marks  some  ot 
^le  captives,  to  be  shot  by  his  son,  a  little  boy,  with  arrows 
and  javelins  suited  to  duldren.  However,  he  neither  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Gauls  himself,  nor  obliged  any 
Batavian  to  do  so,  relying  on  the  power  of  the  Germans ;  and 
^ould  it  be  necessary  to  contend  for  empire,  he  knew  that 
his  name  stood  high,  and  that  he  had  the  advantage.  Mummiuft 
Lupercus,  the  commander  of  a  legion,  was  sent,  among  a 
number  of  presents,  as  a  gift  to  Yeleda,^  a  virgin  of  the 
Bructerian  nation,  who  ruled  over  a  large  tract  of  territory; 
according  to  an  ancient  custom  among  the  Germans  of  sup- 
posing that  many  of  their  women  have  a  prophetic  spirit,  and, 
when  the  superstitious  notion  has  waxed  strong,  of  believing 
them  to  be  divinities.  The  authority  of  Veleda,  at  that  tim^ 
was  at  its  zenith,  for  she  had  foretold  the  success  of  her 

^countrymen,  and  the  destruction  of  the  legions.  Lupercu» 
was  murdered  on  the  road.  A  few  centurions  and  tribunes;, 
who  were  natives  of  Gaul,  weite  reserved  as  hostages  for  the 
alliance.  The  winter-camps  of  the  cohorts,  the  cavalry,  and 
the  legions,  excepting  one  at  Magontiacxun,  and  another  at 
Yindonissa,'  were  pulled  down  and  biuned. 

62.  The  thirteentii  legion,  with  the  auxiliaries  that  Bar- 
rendered  at  the  same  time,  received  orders  to  march  from 

1  ThiB  cnBtom  obtained  also  in  civilized  nations,  inaomuch  that 
Suetonius  teUs  us  of  Julias  Csesar, — "  Milites  diligebat  usque  adeo,  ut^ 
audita  clade  Tituriana,  barbam  capiUumque  Bummiserit,  nee  anto 
dempserit,  quam  yindicasset."— -life  of  Julius  Cnsar,  b.  67.  See  al«» 
c.  7  of  the  Germania. 

'  For  Veleda,  and  other  prophetic  women,  see  c.  8  of  the  Gkrmania. 

•  Kow  Wendish,  in  the  Canton  of  Berne, 
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Noyesium  to  the  csAanj  of  ihe  Treveriaas ;  b  liay  being  fixed 
'Within  whidi  they  should  quit  the  camp.  The  whole  interval 
tliey  passed  in  anxiety,  some  on  one  acoonnt^  others  on 
another;  the  dastardly  looked  with  horror  at  the  example  cf 
those  slain  at  the  Old  Camp ;  the  better  sort  were  touched 
with  shame,  and  felt  the  in&my  of  their  sitiiatioa  '^  What 
kind  of  march  would  that  be,  they  reflected)  and  who  was  to 
lead  them  ?  And  everything  would  be  at  the  caprice  of  those 
whom  they  had  made  their  maBters.''  Othero,  without  a 
thought  about  the  disgrace,  stowed  their  money  and  wh$A 
tl^  valued  most  about  their  persons;  some  prepared  their 
arms,  and  accoutred  themselves  as  if  for  battle.  Wiiile  occu- 
pied with  these  reflections,  the  day  for  their  departure  arrived, 
and  brought  with  it  still  deeper  woes  than  they  anticipated; 
for  indeed  the  mutilation  and  de&cement  within  the  camp 
was  not  so  striking.  It  was  the  open  space,  the  light  of  day, 
that  developed  t^ir  degradation*  The  images  of  the  en^ 
per(»B  were  torn  down;  the  Boman  standards  neglected; 
while  the  banners  of  the  Gauls  flared  on  all  sides.  The  train 
moved  on  in  silence,  like  a  long  funereal  procession.  Their 
leader  was  Claudius  Sanctus,  a  man  who  had  lost  an  eye,  of  a 
h<nrrid  countenance,  and  stiU  more  deformed  in  mind.  The 
disgrace  was  redoubled  l^  the  arrival  of  another  l^ion  from 
the  camp  at  Bonna;  and  when  the  report  was  spread  of  the 
captured  legions,  all  who  a  little  before  shuddered  at  the 
Soman  name,  hastening  from  the  fields  and  houses,  and  poms 
ing  forth  from  all  quarters,  gazed  on  the  unwonted  t^ctacle 
with  too  much  Eest.  The  joy  of  the  jeering  rabble  was  more 
than  the  squadron  of  horse,  called  Ficentina,  could  endure, 
and  heedless  of  the  threats  or  promises  of  Sanctus,  ihey 
marched  Off  towards  Magontiacum ;  and  in  their  way  aoci-' 
dentally  meeting  Longinus,  the  murderer  of  Yocnla,  by  over- 
whelming him  with  tibeir  darts,  they  made  the  first  step  in 
the  expiation  of  their  guilt,  which  they  had  to  complete 
thereafter,  llie  legions,  without  altering  their  courae,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  city  of  the  Treverians,  and  pitdied  their  tents 
imder  the  walls. 

<  63.  Civilis  and  Classicus,  elated;with  success;  were  in  doubt 
whether  to  give  up  the  Agrippinian  colony  to  be  plundered 
by  the  soldiers.  Their  own  natural  ferocity  and  love  or 
plunder  conspix«d  to  prompt  them  to  raze  the  city,  but  the 

k2 
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plan  of  the  war  suggested  ai^guments  against  it^  and  the 
advantage  of  a  reputation  for  clemency  to  those  who  are 
commencmg  a  new  empire,  Civilis  was  also  moved  by  the 
recollection  of  a  service  rendered  to  his  son,  on  the  first 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  who  was  laid  hold  of  in  the  colony 
of  the  Agrippinians,  and  whom  they  had  treated  with  respect 
while  in  l^eir  custody*  But  the  nations  beyond  the  Rhine  saw 
the  opulence  and  growth  of  the  place  with  envy,  and  considered 
that,  to  terminate  the  war,  it  was  necessary  either  that  it 
should  be  an  open  city  for  all  Germans,  or  that  by  being  de- 
tnolished,  it  should  occasion  the  dispersion  of  the  tjbians  also. 
64.  Accordingly  the  Tencterians,  a  people  separaied  l^ 
the  Bhine^  sent  ambassadors  to  the  Agrippinian  <;olony, 
with  directions  to  explain  to  an  assembly  of  the  state  their 
resolution,  which  the  boldest  of  the  deputies  thus  laid  before 
them : — "  That  you  should  have  returned  to  the  community 
and  title  of  Germans,  we  give  thanks  to  the  gods,  whom  we 
adore  in  common,  and  to  Mars,  the  chief  of  deities;  and  we 
congratulate  you  that  at  length  free  yourselves,  you  will  liy^ 
henceforward,  among  free  men.  For  the  Bomans  hitherto 
have  barred  our  lands,  om*  rivers,  and,  in  a  manner,  the 
heavens,  to  prevent  our  holding  intercourse  in  word  or  deed; 
or,  what  is. still  more  offensive  to  men  bom  to  arms,  to  make 
us  visit  you  without  arms,  and  almost  naked,  under  the  eye 
of  a  guard,  and  obliged  to  pay  a  tax  for  the  favour.  But^ 
that  our  friendship  and  union  may  be  established  imperish-* 
ably,  we  require  of  you  to  pull  down  the  walls  of  your  city, 
those  strongholds  of  slavery:  even  savage  animals,  if  you 
keep  them  confined,  forget  their  natural  courage.  We  requise 
that  you  put  to  the  sword  all  the  Bomans  within  your 
borders — ^liberty  and  tyrants  cannot  dwell  together.  Let  the 
goods  of  the  slain  be  brought  into  a  common  stock,  that  na 
dne  may  embezzle  anything,  or  consult  his  own  private  in- 
terest apart.  Let  it  be  lawful  for  us  and  you  to  iiihabit.bo4li 
banks  of  the  Bhine,  as  our  ancestors  of  old.  As  the  use  of 
light  and  air  is  given  by  nature  to  us  all,  she  has  made  every 
land  free  to  the  brave.  Bevive  the  institutions  and  customs 
of  your  country;  renouncing  those  luxuries  by  which  the 
Bomans  acquire  power  over  the  people  subject  to  them,  more 
than  by  their  ^our.^  An  unmixed,  and  untainted^  And 
^  Compare  the  Life  of  Agneola,  c.  21. 
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umeddaved  people,  you  will  either  live  upon  a  footing  of 
:^uality,  or  you  will  exercise  authority  over  others." 
.    6d«  The  Agrippiniana  having  taken  time  for  deliberation^ 
since  their  present  state  was  not  such  as  to  admit  of  their 
accepting  terms  which  would  expose  them  to  future  danger, 
nor  of  openly  rejecting  them,  replied  in  this  sort : — "  As  soon 
as  the  opportunity  of  recovering  our  liberty  presented  itself 
we  seized  it,  more  in  compliance  with  our  eager  desire  to  be 
united  with  you  and  the  rest  of  the  Germans,  our  kinsmen 
by  blood,  than  firom  calculations  of  security.    Now  that  the 
Boman  armies  are  just  assembling,  it  is  more  for  our  safety 
to  add  to  the  strength  of  our  walls  than  to  demolish  them. 
If  there  were  any  strangers  out  of  Italy,  or  the  provinces 
within  our  borders,  they  have  perished  in  the  war,  or  they 
have  escaped  to  their  respective  homes.     Those  who  of  old 
^ere  settled  here,  and  have  been  united  with  us  in  marriages, 
and  those  who  have  since  sprung  from  them,  may  fairly 
daim  this  colony  as  their  country.  Nor  do  we  esteem  you  so 
inhuman  as  to  wish  us  to  murder  our  &ther8,  oiur  brothers, 
and  our  children.    All  duties,  all  restrictions  upon  commerce 
we*  repeal.    Let  the  passage  over  the  river  be  free  and  un- 
guarded, but  in  the  day-time  and  without  a^rms,  until  these 
new  and  recent  privileges  become  established  by  custom,  Woit 
demre  that  CivOis  and  Veleda  may  arbitrate  between  us:j; 
under  their  sanction  the  treaty  shall  be  ratified.*'    The  Tenc-l  1 
tenans  were  thus  appeased,  and  ambassadors  were  sent  with|/ 
presents  to  Civilis  and  Veleday  who  concluded  everything  toj, 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Agrippinians.     The  deputies,  how-  ■ 
ever,  were  not  admitted  to  the  presence  of  Veleda,  and  to 
accost  her.     Persons  were  not  allowed  to  see  her,  to  increase 
the  awe  of  her.     She  herself  resided  in  the  summit  of  a  lofty 
tower:  a  relation,  chosen  for  the  purpose,  was  employed  to 
convey  the  questions  and  responses,  like  a  messenger  between 
man  and  a  deity. 

66.  Strengthened  by  his  alliance  with  the  Agrippinian 
colony,  Civilis  determined  to  gain  over  the  neighbouring 
states;  or,  if  they  opposed  them,  to  subdue  them  by  force. 
The  Sunicians '  had  already  submitted  to  his  arms,  and  he 
had  formed  the  youth  of  the  country  capable  of  bearing 
arms  into  regular  cohorts.  To  oppose  his  progress,  Claudius 
'  Kow  Limburg.  Th«re  stiH  exists  a  villsge  with  the  name  of  Sixmich. 
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Labeo  encountered  him  \nth  a  body  of  Betftdans,  TnnjgrianBy 
and  Neryiaos,  raised  by  sudden  leviea,  relying  <m  the  adTait-> 
tage  of  his  position,  as  he  had  got  possession  of  the  l^ridge 
over  the  Meuse.  The  battle  wba  lor  some  time  fou^t  in  a- 
narrow  defile,  with  doubtful  sucoess,  tiU  tl^  Qermaas  swam- 
across  the  river,  and  charged  Labeo's  forces  in  the  rear.  CiYilis 
at  the  same  time,  whether  from  an  e£Ebrt  of  courage  or  a  pre- 
concerted  plan,  rushed  amon^  the  Tungrians,  proclaiming 
aloud,  "  that  the  cttject  of  the  war  was  not  ta  prooore  for  tba 
Batavians  and  Treyerians  dominion  oror  tbe  nations.  Far  be 
from  us  such  arrogance,"  said  he;  ^^ accept  our aJlianee:  I  am 
Tcady  to  join  you ;  your  general,  if  you  will;  if  not,  a  common 
aoidier."  The  crowd  were  maved  by  his  words,  and  sheathed 
their  sworda.  In  that  moment,  Campanus  and  JuTeBal;k^  the 
leading  ^effeains  of  the  Tungrians,  sunrebdered  the  whdle 
Xtation  to  CiyiHs.  Labeo  made  hia  escape^  lest  he  t&ould  be 
cut  off.  The  Betasians  and  tiie  Nenriaas,  who  also  suf* 
rendered,  OiidUo  incorporatod  wi&i  hia  army;  carrying  att 
before  hkn*  as  the  statea  were  either  awed  into  suteimslon,  op 
came  over  spontaneously. 

67.  Meanwhile,  Juhus  Sabinus,  haymg  tetroyed  the 
monuments^  of  the  alliance  with  Rome,  caused  himself  to  be 
proclaimed  Caoaar;  and  at  the  head  of  a  kcge  and  undisci^ 
plined  body  of  his  countrymen,  marched  hastily  against  titie 
Sequanians,  a  n^ghbburing  state,  and  fikithfnl  to  Rome.  The 
Sequaniaus  did  not  deoline  the  confikt.  Fortune  iayoured 
the  juster  cause :  the  lingooes  were  defeated.  The  rashness 
with  which  Sabinua  rushed  on  to  the  attack,  was  equalled  by 
the  precipitation  with  whdch  he  fled.  He  escaped  to  a  &rm- 
house,  andy  in  order  to  spread  a  report  of  his  death,  set  fire 
to  it.  It  was  believed  that  he  di^  there  vohmtarOy;  bet 
the  Tarious  arts  by  which  he  protracted  Ii£»  for  nine  yean^ 
and  the  places  in  which  he  ky  concealed,  together  wiUi  the 
constancy  of  his  friends,  and  the  memorable  example  of  hi» 
wife  Eppotuna^  shall  be  recorded  in  their  proper  place.' 

.  ^  Tables  of  brass,  on  whieh  was  engntTen  the  treaty  of  aUianoe' 
b^etween  the  Botxiaiui  tank  the  Liago&es. 

'  The  account  bara  pronised  o£  Eppoaioa's  fidelilT^  has  bo*  ocne 

down  to  us.  She  waa  (ifkcoYored  in  a  carem  with  Sabiaus  her  hu8b«ad 

xiine  years  afterwards,  .and  with  hiia  conveyed  to  Kome.    Plutarch^ 

who  relates  the  paitioulan,  saya  that  her  deatii  was  the  disgrace  of 

-  VespaaiftQ'a  reign. 
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The  Yictoty  dbte.ihed  by  the  Sequanmnfi  checked  the  pro- 
greas  of  the  wkt;  the  states  began  to  alter  their  tone,  and 
to  reflect  on  the  obligation  of  justice  and  the  &ith  of 
treaties;  the  Bemi^  setting  the  example,  who  sent  a  notice  to 
the  differ^t  states  of  Ganl^  to  send  deputies  to  consult  in  com- 
zncm,  nrhether  th^  should  strike  for  liberty  or  remain  quiet. 

68.  These  transactions,  when  reported  at  Borne,  in  an  ez^ 
aggerated  form,  were  a  sooree  of  anxiety  to  Mudanus,  lest 
the  generals^  though  distingoisiied  soldiers,  for  he  had  selected 
Annius  Gallus  and  Petilius.  Oerealis  to  command  the  German 
armies,  should  prove  unequal  to  the  weight  of  the  war.  Bome^ 
at  the  same  time,  could  not  be  left  without  a  ruler.  The 
unbridled  passions  of  Domitiaii  ako  were  dreaded;  while 
Antonius  Primus  and  Arrius  Yarus  were  suspected.  The 
latter,  who  had  be^i  put  in  command  of  the  prsetorian 
guards,  had  arms  and  men  in  his  power.  Mucmnua  remored 
him  from  his  ofi^  and,  to  solace  him,  made  him  super- 
intendefit  of  provisions.  To  pacify  the  mind  oi  DomitiaUy 
the  &iend  of  Yanss,  he  appointed  Axr^inus  Clemens^  a  man 
nearly  related  to  the  house  oi  Vespasian,  and  high  in  &Your 
with  DomitiiuQ,  to  the  command  of  the  praetorian  guards; 
urging  that)  in  the  reign  of  Caligula^  his  fiather  held  .the  same 
eommand  with  high  repute*  The  same  nam^  he  observedy 
would  be  wdcome  to  the  soldiers;  and  Okmens  himself 
though  a  member  of  the  senate^  would  be  able  to  disdatfurge 
the  duties  of  both  stations.  The  most  enunent  indmduals 
amoi^  the  citbens  were  dioseii  to  join  the  expeditioQ,  and 
others  procured  the  appointm^it  by  intrigue  Domitian  and 
Mucianus  prepared  to  set  out,  but  in  dianmilar  moods;  the 
young  prince  in  the  confidence  and  ferrour  oi  youth,  impa- 
tient for  action;  Mucianus^  studying  pretexts  for  delay,  to 
check  his  ardoit  spirit^  lest,  if  he  were  suddenly  placed  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  from  the  impetuosity  natural  to  his 
yeare^  and  the  impulse  of  pernicious  counsellors,  he  should 
embarrass  the  n^otiations  for  peac^  asid  the  operations  of 
war.  Two  of  the  yictoricms  legions,'  tibe  sixth  and  ei^th, 
the  twenty-first  from  the  Yitelhan  party,  and  the  second 
from  the  forces  lately  raised,  were  marched  into  Gaul;  some 

-  ^  The  Bemi  inhabited  what  is  now  called  the  Diocese  of  Bhetms. 

'  Concerning  all  these  legions,  see  Hist  ii.  6.    The  SecoH^  Legion  is 
the  additional  second,  ".Legio  Seoiuda  Adjutriz." 
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over  the  Penine  and  Cottiaa  Alps/  and  otlierB  over  the' 
Graian  mountain.^  The  fourteenth  legion  was  summoned 
from  Britain,  and  the  sixth  and  tenth  from  Spain,  The  con- 
Bequence  was,  that  the  states  of  Gaul,  being  inclined  to  more 
pacific  counsels  from  the  rumour  of  the  approaching  army, 
as  well  as  the  impulse  of  their  own  minds,  assembled  in  con^ 
gross  at  Rheims*  A  deputation  from  the  Treyerians  waited 
there  for  the  restdt  of  the  deliberations,  and  with  them  TuUiui? 
Valentinus,  the  most  strenuous  promoter  of  the  war.  In  a 
speech  prepared  for  the  purpose,  he  poured  forth  all  the 
charges  usually  urged  c^inst  extensive  empires,  with  insult^ 
ing  and  invidious  reflections  upon  the  Eoman  people ;  a  oon^ 
genial  promoter  of  seditious  disturbances,  and  a  &vourite 
with  the  multitude  on  account  of  his  intemperate  eloquence. 

69,  On  the  other  hand,  Julius  Auspex,  a  leading  chief 
among  the  people  of  Rheims,  by  representing  the  power  of  the 
Romans,  and  the  blessings  of  peace, — ^that  war  was  undertakea 
even  by  men  of  no  accoxmt  in  the  field,  but  was  carried  on  at 
the  peril  of  the  bravest  spirits,  and  that  the  legions  were 
already  bearing  down  upon  them, — ^restrained  the  more^discreet 
by  motives  of  respect  and  allegiance,  and  the  more  inex« 
perienced  by  setting  before  them  the  danger  they  would  en-* 
counter,  and  by  appealing  to  their  fears.  The  consequence 
wasf,  that  they  applauded  the  spirit  of  Valentinus,  but  adopted 
the  advice  of  Auspex.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  in* 
terest  of  the  Treverians  and  Lingones  with  the  states  of  Gaul 
was  impaired  by  their  having  espoused  the  cause  of  Yerginius,^ 
in  the  commotions  excited  by  Yindex.  The  mutual  jealousies 
of  the  provinces  operated  in  deterring  many.  Which  was 
to  be  the  leading  state  in  the  war]  where  the  source  oC 
authority  and  the  auspices?  what  city  would  they  choose  as 
the  seat  of  empire,  if  all  things  succeeded  according  to  their 
wishes?  They  had  not  yet  gained  the  victory,  but  were 
already  quarrelling  among  themselves.  One  state  boasted  of 
its  alliances;  another  of  its  riches  and  power;  a  third  of 
its  ancient  origin,  in  their  altercations.  Dissatifid&ed  with  the 
prospect  of  the  future,  they  resolved  to  acquiesce  in  their 
present  condition.  Letters  were  despatched  to  the  Treva*ians 
in  the  name  of  the  states  of  Gaul,  requiring  them  to  lay  down 

.  *  The  passes  of  Great  St.  Bernard  and  Brian^on. 
'  The  pass  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard. 
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their  arms,  ^hile  they  might  obtain  their  pardon,  and  their 
friends  were  ready  to  solicit  for  them.  The  same  Yalentinus 
opposed  this  course,  and  his  countrymen,  by  his  advice,  were 
deaf  to  all  remonstrances:  though  he  was  not  so  diligent 
in  preparing  the  means  of  war,  as  he  was  assiduous  in  hia 
attendance  on  public  assemblies. 

70.  Thus  the  exertions  of  the  Treverians,  the  Lingones,  and 
other  reroHed  states,  were  in  no  proportion  to  l^e  extent 
of  the  danger  they  had  incurred  in  undertaking  the  war; 
Not  even  their  generals  acted  in  concert.  Civilis  traversed 
the  devious  regions  of  Belgium  with  the  object  of  making 
Labeo  his  prisoner,  or  forcing  him  out  of  the  country.  Clas^ 
sicus  loitered  away  the  best  part  of  his  time  in  indolenoey 
as  if  he  were  enjoying  the  privileges  of  empire  already  ac- 
quired. Even  Tutor  neglected  to  secure  the  upper  bank  of' 
the  Ehine,  and  the  passes  of  the  Alps,  In  the  meantime,  the' 
one-and-twentieth  legion,  by  the  way  of  Vindonissa,  pene^ 
trated  into  Gaul,  and  Sextilius  Felix,  with  auxiliary  cohorts^ 
through  Bheetia.^  He  was  joined  by  a  squadron  of  horse, 
called  Singulares,  first  summoned  to  his  aid  by  Yitellius,  and 
afterwards  united  with  Vespasian.  Their  commanding  officeif 
was  Julius  BriganticuSj  whose  mother  was  the  sister  of 
Civilis, — hated  by  his  uncle,  and  hating  him,  implacably,  as  isi 
often  the  case  in  quarrels  between  near  connexions.  Tutoi* 
having  augmented  his  army  by  new  musters  in  the  country  of 
the  Yangiones,'  the  Caeracatians,  and  Tribocians,  strengthened 
them  with  a  body  of  veterans,  horse  and  foot,  from  the 
legions;  men  whom  J^e  had  either  inveigled  by  promises^ 
or  compelled  by  menaces.  A  cohort  detatched  by  Sextilius 
iPelix  appeared  in  sight;  they  put  them  to  the  sword;  but 
soon  after,  seeing  the  approach  of  Roman  generals  and  an 
army,  they  went  over  to  llkat  side;  a  desertion  that  did  them 
honour;  and  the  Tribocians,  the  Yangiones,  and  the  Caeraa^ 
tians,  followed  their  example.  Tutor,  avoidmg  Magontiacum, 
retired  with  the  Treverians  to  Bingium,*  where,  having  broken 
down  the  bridge  over  the  Nava,^  he  thought  himself  posted  to 

•    <  The  Bhseti,  now  the  Qrisona. 

'  Yangiones,  now  the  diocese  of  Worms. 

'  Still  called  Bingen ;  but  the  town  appears  to  have  been  formerly 
on  the  other  sMe  of  the  rirer. 

«  Now  the  Kahe.    . 
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adyaatage;  but  being  chazged  bj  Feliz  vitb  a  oobort  xmder 
bis  oommand,  who  had  found  &  £[H>dalde  place^  Tutor's  re- 
iiauoe  was  gone;  and  he  waa  put  to  the  rout.  The  Treve-^ 
rians  were  struck  with  terror  at  this  severe  defeat,  and  the 
^common  people  lajiiig  down  their  arms  dispersed  theznselvea 
about  the  country.  Some  of  their  chie!^,  to  daim  the  merit 
of  being  the  tot  to  submit)  fled  &r  refoge  to  such  states  as 
bad  not  renounced  the  JRom€ui  aUiaiio&  The  legions  which  had 
been  removed,  as  already  mentioned,  firom  Novesium  and 
Bonna  to  the  territoxy  of  the  Treyerians,  vohintarily  swore 
fidelity  to  Vespasian.  Yalentinus  was  abeeht  during  these 
transactions;  he  returned  furious,  and  resolved  to  throw 
evnythiog  into  confusion  and  p^l  a^ain,  but  the  legiona 
went  off  to  Mediematrieum,^  a  city  in  alliance  with  Bome^ 
Tutor  and  Yalentinaa  induced  the  Trererians  once  more  to 
take  up  arms;  puttiag  to  death  Herenxdus  a&d  Numisiua^  com^ 
manders  of  legionis,  to  strength^a  the  bond  of  guilt  that  held 
them  together  by  dhninifihing  the  hope  of  pardon. 

71.  Suoh  was  the  state  of  the  war  when  Fetilius  CerealiB 
reached  Magpntiaettm.  By  his  arziTal  the  hopes  of  the  part]^ 
were  raised.  Eager  for  battle  himseli^  and  more  to  be  ad-r 
mired  for  the  contempt  in  whidi  he  held  the  enemy  than  the 
prudence  of  his  measures,  he  kindled  the  spirit  of  the  soldiery 
by  the  bold  tone  of  his  language^  intimating  that  he  would  not 
hesitate  a  moment  to  engage  ibe  enemy  on  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  at  him.  The  levies,  which  had  been  nuaed 
in  Gaul,  he  ordered  back  to  their  country,  with  directions  to 
publish  ev^where,  that  the  legions  were  sujB&eient  to  defend 
the  empire;  and^  therefore,  that  the  allies  might  return  to  the 
employments  of  peace,  as  though  the  war  was  concluded,  now 
th^t  tdae  Boman  armies  had  taken  up  the  matter.  By  this 
message  the  Gauls  wore  brought  to  a  more  submissive  temper. 
Their  youi^  men  being  thus  restored  to  their  country,  they 
felt  their  tribute  lighto';  and  were  the  more  zealous  in  their 
duties,  because  they  were  not  made  much  o£  Givilis  and 
iPlassicua,  learning  that  T^utoi'was  defeajted,  the  Treteriana  cut 
to  pieces,  and  fortune  ^vouring  the  Boman  arms  in  everything, 
were  in  a  state  of  alarm  and  nervous  agitation,  and  drawing 
together  their  scattered  feces,  in  tiie  meantime  warned 
Valentinus,  by  repeated  messengers,  not  to  run  the  hazard  of 
^  Now  the  diocese  of  Metz;    . 
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a  decisiTe  esgagemeiit.     Cerealfs  -was  the  more  impatient  to 
strike  a  sadden  blow.    He  despatched  emissaries  to  Mediom»- 
tnouxn,  with  orders  to  bring  the  kgions  against  the  enemy  by 
a  Shorter  rout,  and  uniting  the  soldiers  stationed  at  Magontia- 
eom  with  the  forces  which  he  brought  with  him  from  Italy,  he 
in  three  days'  march  arrived  at  Eigodulum.^  At  that  place 
Yalentinus,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  Treverians,  had 
taken  post,  defended  on  (me  side  by  the  Moselle,  and  on  the 
other  by  niountains.  He  added  a  fosse,  and  a  barrier  of  stones ; 
nor  did  these  defences  deter  the  Roman  general  from  ordering 
his  in&,ntry  to  force  them,  and  noArohin^  his  eavalry  in  battle 
array  up  the  hill,  despising  an  enemy  hastily  drawn  together, 
who,  he  knew,  would  not  be  so  much  benefited  by  their  posi- 
Hon,  as  that  Ids  own  troops  would  not  derive  superior  advan- 
tages from  their  valour.   The  soldiers  were  retarded  a  little  in 
the  ascent  till  they  got  dear  of  the  enemy's  missiles ;  when 
they  came  to  engage  hand  to  hand,  the  barbarians  were  hurled 
headlcmg  £rom  Sie  steep  like  the  fragments  of  a  &11ing  edifice. 
In  the  meantime  a  party  of  the  cavalry^  wheeliug  round  the 
more  level  eminences,  made  the  principal  Belgio  ohiefis  pri- 
soners of  war,  with  Yatentinm,  their  general,  in  the  number. 
72.  On  tl)»9  following  day  CSerealk  entmd  the  capital  ci 
the  Treverians.     The  soldiers  panted  for  the  destruction  of 
the  city.     *^  It  was  the  birth-place  of  Classlous  and  of  Tutor. 
By  their  treason  the  legions  had  been  besi^ed  and  massaered. 
What  was  the  great  demerit  of  Oemooaa,  a  city  which  had 
been  plucked  from  the  bosom  of  Italy  because,  for  a  single 
ni^t,  she  ddbyed  the  career  of  the  victors  1     A  city  standr 
ing  on  the  confines  of  Germany,  exulting  in  the  spoils  <tf 
armies,  axKi  reeking  with  the  blood  of  generals,  was  left 
antouched.    The  booty  m^t  be  brought  into  the  account 
of  the  puUic  treasury;  they  would  themselves  be  satisfied 
with  the  burning  and  demolition  of  a  rebel  colony,  as  an 
atonement  for  the  destruction  of  so  many  camps.**     Cerealis, 
from  fear  of  the  disgrace  that  would  attach  to  him,  if  he 
flh(M2ld  be  supposed  to  ei^nder  in  his  soldiers  a  taste  for 
zapine  and  cruelty,  checked  the  fury  ei  his  men,  and  they 
obeyed.    The  xagie  of  civil  war  was  ov^,  and  against  foreign 
aoemies  there  was  less  vic^ence  of  feeling.     Their  attention 
mam  immediately  turned   to  the  legions  summoned  from 
'  Now  Bigol,  on  the  MoaeQe,  new  Ttctob. 
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Mediomatricum,  who  presented  a  spectacle  truly  wretched», 
Conscious  of  their  guilt,  they  stood  overwhelmed  with  grief, 
with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground.  Between  the  two  armies 
no  mutual  salutation  passed  when  they  met.  They  heard, 
the  words  of  consolation  and  encouragement,  but  made  no 
answer,  skulking  to  their  tents,  and  shunning  even  the  light 
of  day.  Nor  was  it  so  much  a  sense  of  danger  and  fear  that 
had  confounded  them,  as  shame  and  humihation ;  while  even 
the  victors  were  overpowered  by  their  feelings,  not  daring  to 
lift  up  their  voices  and  entreat  for  them,  but  interceding  for 
their  pardon  with  tears  and  silent  appeals,  till  at  length 
Cerealisv  soothed  their  minds  by  declaring  that  all  that  had 
happened,  either  in  consequence  of  dissensions  among  the 
superior  officers,  and  among  the  soldiers,  or  the  treachery  of 
the  enemy,  was  the  effect  of  &,tal  necessity.  They  must 
consider  that  day  as  the  first  of  their  service,  and  of  sworu 
allegiance.  Their  former  offences,  great  though  they  were, 
neither  the  emperor  nor  their  general  desired  to  look  back 
upon.  They  were  then  admitted  into  the  camp;  and  the 
general  gave  out  orders  to  every  company,  that  no  man 
should  presume,  upon  any  occasion  of  contest  or  altercation, 
to  reproach  his  comrades  with  having  been  engaged  in  sedi- 
tion, or  having  suffered  a  defeat. 

73.  Cerealis  then  called  an  assembly  of  the  Treverians  and 
Lingones,  and  thus  addressed  them :  '^  Eloquence,  indeed,  is 
a  talent  which  I  never  cultivated.  In  the  field  of  battle  I 
have  maintained  the  character  of  the  Boman  people  for 
valour.  But  as  words  weigh  with  you  more  than  anything, 
and  things  -good  and  evil  are  estimated  by  you,  not  with 
i-eference  to  their  intrinsic  merits,  but  the  colouring  of  incen* 
diaries,  I  have  resolved  to  address  a  few  words  to  you,  whicfa^ 
now  the  war  is  over,  it  wiU  be  more  your  interest  to  have 
heard,  than  mine  to  have  uttered.  The  Boman  generals  and 
emperors  entered  your  territories,  and  the  other  provinces  of 
Gaul,  from  no  lust  of  conquest,  but  solicited  by  your  ances- 
tors, at  that  time  torn  by  intestine  divisions,  and  driven  to 
the  brink  of  ruin;  and  when  the  Germans,  wh6m  you  called 
to  your  aid,  enslaved,  without  distinction,  those  who  invited 
them,  and  those  who  resisted.  The  battles  which  Borne  has 
fought  with  the  Teutones  and  the  Cimbrians,* — her  wars  in 

*  See  Yelleius  Paterculus,  lib.  ii  8, 12;  and  Plutarch,  Life  of  Marituu 
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Germany,  and  the  toil  and  vigour  of  her  legions,  with  the 
various  events  that  followed,  are  aU  sufficiently  known.  If 
our  legions  were  posted  on  the  banks  of  the  Bhine,  it  was  not 
for  the  defence  of  Italy,  but  lest  another  Ariovistus  *  should 
aspire  to  reign  over  you.  And  do  you  now  imagine  that 
Civilis,  or  the  Batavians,  or  the  nations  beyond  the  Ehine, 
have  that  aflFection  for  you  and  your  welflare  which  your  fore- 
fathers never  experienced  from  their  ancestors  1  The  same 
motives  that  first  incited  the  Germans  to  cross  the  Bhine, 
win  ever  subsist:  ambition,  avarice,  and  the  love  of  new 
settlements :  ready,  at  all  times,  to  change  their  swampy  fens 
and  barren  deserts  to  get  possession  of  your  fertile  plains  and 
yourselves.  But  liberty  and  specious  pretences  are  employed 
to  veil  their  designs;  nor  did  ever  any  man  desire  to  reduce 
others  to  servitude  and  subjection  to  himself,  without  using 
the  same  terms. 

74.  "Your  country,  till  you  put  yourselves  under  our 
protection,  was  at  all  times  harassed  with  wars,  and  oppressed 
by  tyrants.  Bome,  though  so  often  provoked  by  war,  im- 
posed upon  you  by  the  right  of  conquest  that  only  which 
was  necessary  to  preserve  peace.  For  to  maintain  the  tran- 
quillity of  nations,  arms  are  necessary;  soldiers  must  be 
kept  in  pay;  and  without  a  tribute  supplies  cannot  be  raised. 
All  other  things  are  placed  upon  a  footing  of  equality.  Our 
legions  are  often  commanded  by  you;  you  are  governors  of  i 
your  own  provinces,  and  even  of  others.  Nothing  is  reserved 
to  ourselves,  no  exclusiveness  exercised.  Does  a  virtuous 
prince  reign  at  Bome?  though  placed  at  a  distance,  you  feel 
the  mildness  of  his  government  equally  with  ourselves. 
Tyrants  turn  their  rage  upon  those  immediately  within  their 
reach.  In  the  same  manner  as  you  submit  to  excessive 
rains,  and  barren  seasons,  and  aU  the  other  calamities  of 
nature,  so  also  put  up  with  the  avarice  and  prodigality  of 
princes.*    As  long  as  human  nature  remains  there  will  be 

^  For  Ariovifltus,  the  German  chief,  who  pushed  his  conquests  in 
Gatd,  see  Caesar,  De  BelL  Gall,  i  81. 

'  Seneca  expresses  himself  to  the  same  effect :  "  Omnia  itaque  sic 
patitur  sapiens,  ut  hiemis  rigorem,  et  intemperantiam  coeli,  ut  fervores 
morboaque,  et  csetera  forte  accidentia."— Seneca,  De  Const.  Sap.  c.  9. 
Pope  has  said,  in  the  same  spirit, — 

**  If  plagues  or  earthquakes  break  not  Heaven's  design. 
Why  then  a  Borgia  or  a  Catiline  ?" 
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.faults.  But  eveu  these  «re  not  unvaried;  but  are  compel- 
sated  by  the  oocadonal  display  of  better  qualities.  Unlefis, 
perhaps,  you  expect  &om  Tutor  and  Classicus  a  milder  ^d 
more  equitable  reign;  or  that  under  their  auspices  armies 
will  be  raised  to  repel  the  Germans  and  the  Britons,  by 
means  of  lighter  tributes  than  are  now  paid  For  if  the 
Eoman  dominion  is  repudiated^  (which  may  the  gods  avert !) 
<what  other  consequence  will  result  ih&n  that  all  the  nations 
will  be  engaged  in  war  with  each  other}  During  a  space  of 
eight  hundred  yeats^  this  &bric  of  empire  has  been  raised  by 
good  fortune  and  strict  discipline;  nor  can  it  be  torn  down 
without  bringing  rum  upon  its  destroyers.  But  you  will  be 
exposed  to  the  greatest  daxsger.  You  hove  gold  and  riches, 
those  great  incentives  to  war.  Cherish^  therefore,  and  honour 
peace  and  the  dty  of  Borne:  a  city  whose  privileges  we 
enjoy,  alike  the  conqueror  and  the  conquered.  Let  the  expe- 
rienee  you  have  had  of  ^e  vicissitudes  <^  fortune  instruct 
you  to  prefer  submission  with  security  to  rebelhon  with  ruin." 
Such  was  the  speech  in  which  he  allayed  the  fears,  and 
revived  the  hopes  of  the  Gauls,  who  apprehended  severer 
Izeatment. 

75.  The  Treverian  state  was  occupied  by  the  victorious 
army,  when  Cerealis  received  letters  fronLCivUis  and  Classifiiu, 
the  purp(»l  of  which  was,  that  Vespasian,  though  they  sap- 
pressed  the  intelligaiee,  was  no  ociore;  that  Italy  and  Borne 
were  reduced  to  the.  last  extremity  by  intestine  war;  that 
the  names  of  Domitkn  and  Mudanufl  carried  no  weight  or 
authority  with  them.  If  Cerealis  aspired  to  the  sovereignty 
of  Gaul,  Civilis  and  Classicus  would  rest  contented  with  the 
limits  of  their  own  states.  If  he  prefiarred  the  decision  of  the 
sword,  they  did  not  decline  even  that.  To  this  message 
Cerealis  returned  no  answer,  but  sent  the  letter,  and  the 
peiBon  who  brought  it,  to  Domitian.  Meanwhile,  the  barba- 
rians, in  detached  parties,  came  pouruag  down  from  every 
quarter.  Cerealis  was  generally  censured  for  suffering  the 
forces  to  form  a  junction^  when  he  might  have  cut  them  off 
in  detail.  The  Boman  army  threw  a  fosse  and  rampart 
round  the  camp,  niiich  he  had  occupied  hitherto  in  an  un- 
protected state. 

76.  The  Germans  were  arrayed  against  each  other  in  H 
conflict'  of  opinions.    Civilis  was  ior  waiting  the  arrival  of 
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4he  nations  beyond  th€  Rhine,  with  the  terror  of  whose  name 
the  Boman  forces  would  be  disheartened,  and  yield  an  easy 
victory.  What  more  were  the  Gauls  than  a  ready  prey  to 
the  conqueror?  and  yet  the  Belgians,  the  main  strength  of 
the  nation,  were  with  them,  either  avowedly,  or  in  their 
hearts.  Tutor  maintained  that,  by  protracting  the  war,  the 
Boman  power  would  increase,  as  their,  legions  were  drawing 
together  from  all  parts.  One  was  already  arrived  from 
Britain,  others  were  summoned  from  %>ain,  and  more  were 
on  their  march  from  Italy;  not  tumultuary  bands,  but 
veterans  inured  to  war.  He  alleged,  too,  that  the  Germaiis, 
ioK  whom  they  should  wait^  listened  to  no  orders,  submitted 
to  no  rule,  but  were  governed  solely  by  caprice;  that  money 
and  presents,  the  sole  objects  for  which  they  bartered  their 
principles,  were  possessed  in  a  superior  degree  by  the  Boman% 
and  that  no  man  was  so  addicted  to  arms  as  not  to  prefer  thj^ 
same  reward  for  xepoee  to  incurring  danger  for  it  But  if 
they  engaged  the  enemy  immediately,  Cerc^is  had  no  legions 
except  those  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Germanic  army, 
who  were  bound  by  treaties  with  the  states  of  Gaul :  and  the 
very  circumstance  of  their  having  lately  routed  an  undis^ 
dplined  band  tmder  Valentinus,  contrary  to  their  own  expec- 
tations, would  minister  to  their  own  temerity,  and  that  of 
their  general.  They  would  venture  again,  and  would  encoun^ 
ter,  not  an  untutored  boy,  whose  thoughts  were  occupied 
with  words  and  harangues  more  than  steel  and  arms,  but 
Givilis  and  Classicus;  whom  they  will  no  sooner  have  set 
eyes  upon  ih&a  their  former  fears  will  again  take  possession 
of  their  minds,  their  former  flight  and  fiunine,  and  the 
thought  of  the  noany  occasions  in  which  they  had  been  cap- 
tured^ and  held  their  lives  at  the  mercy  of  otiiers.  Nor  were 
the  Treverians  and  Lingonians '  bound  to  them  by  affection; 
they  would  take  up  arms  against'  them  again  when  their  fear 
was  removed  Classicus  put  an  end  to  the  war  of  opinion 
by  approving  of  the  sentiments  of  Tutor^  and  they  proceeded 
.to  cany  them  into  effect 

77.  In  the  centre  of  their  array  were  the  Ubians  and  Lio^ 
^nians,  the  Batavian  cohorts  in  the  right  wing,  the  Bruc- 
teiians  and  Tenctenans  in  the  left    They  made  their  assault 

1  The  Treveri  and  Llngones  had  been  persuaded  by  Oerealis  to  lay 
dowi^  their  arms. 
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with  sucli  suddenness,  one  division  from  the  hills,  another 
along  the  plain  between  the  high  road  and  the  Moselle,  that 
Ceroalis,  who  passed  the  night  out  of  his  camp,  received  in 
bed  the  news  of  the  attack  and  the  defeat  at  once^  rebuking 
the  timidity  of  the  messengers;  but  at  length  the  whole 
extent  of  the  disaster  presented  itself  to  his  view.  The 
Germans  had  forced  the  entrenchments  of  the  legions;  the 
cavalry  were  routed;  and  the  bridge  over  the  Moselle,  which, 
forming  a  communication,  connected  the  parts  beyond  it  with 
the  colony,  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  CereaUs,  tmdis* 
mayed  in  the  midst  of  this  confrision  and  alarm,  and  staying 
the  fugitives  with  his  own  hand,  exposed  himself  unsparingly 
amidst  the  weapons  of  the  enemy,  though  his  person  was  im* 
protected;  and  by  a  happy  effort  of  desperate  courage,  with 
the  prompt  assistance  of  the  most  intrepid  of  his  troops,  sue* 
.ceed,ed  in  recapturing  the  bridge,  and  securing  it  by  a  chosen 
band.  Then  returning  to  the  camp,  he  saw  lie  legions  which 
had  been  captured  at  Kovesium  and  Bonna,  dispersed  in  wild 
disorder,  their  standards  well-nigh  abandoned,  and  the  eagles 
in  danger  of  £edling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Fii*ed  with 
indignation,  he  exclaimed,  "  It  is  not  Flaccus,  it  is  not  Vocula, 
whom  you  thus  abandon.  There  is  no  treachery  here ;  nor 
have  I  anything  to  be  apologised  for,  except  that  I  was 
isimple  enough  to  believe  that  you  had  blotted  out  the  re- 
membrance of  your  Gallic  alliance,  and  had  returned  to  your 
former  obligation  of  fealty  to  Rome.  I  shall  be  numbered 
with  the  murdered  generals;  stretch  me  in  death  with  the 
Herennii  and  Numisii;  that  all  your  commanders  may  have 
perished  by  the  hands  of  their  soldiers,  or  of  the  enemy.' 
Go,  tell  Vespasian,  or,  if  you  will,  tell  Classicus  and  Civilig, 
for  they  are  nearer,  that  you  have  deserted  your  general  in 
the  battle.  But  remember,  the  legions  will  come,  who  wiH 
neither  leave  me  imavenged,  nor  you  unpunished.** 

78.  These  reproaches  were  founded  in  truth;  and  the  tri- 
bimes  and  other  officers  assailed  them  with  the  same  topics^ 
The  soldiers  rallied,  and  formed  by  cohorts  and  companies. 
Indeed,  as  the  enemy  had  advanced  with  precipitation,  and 
iiie  tents  and  baggage  obstructed  them, — for  the  fight  took 
place  within  the  rampart,-^their  line  could  not  extend  itself. 

'  ^  *  Hordeonius  Flaccus  and  Vocula  were  murdered  by  their  own  sol- 
diers.    Numisius  and  Herennius  died  by  the  sword  of  the  enemy. 
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Tutor,  Classicus,  and  Civilis^  each  in  his  station,  kept  up  the 
spirit  of  the  hattle,  urging  the  Gauls  to  fight  for  liberty,  the 
Batavians  for  glory,  and  the  Germans  by  motives  of  plunder. 
All  things  conspired  in  their  favour,  till  the  one-a^d-twentieth 
legion,  having  more  space  than  the  rest,  forming  into  a  dense 
body,  sustained  the  shock  of  the  charge,  and  soon  after  made 
them  give  way.  Nor  was  it  without  divine  interposition  that 
the  victors,  their  courage  all  at  once  forsaking  them,  turned 
their  backs.  Their  consternation,  as  they  themselves  pre- 
tended, was  occasioned  by  the  appearance  of  the  cohorts, 
which,  haying  been  dispersed  on  the  first  onset,  rallied  on  the 
topmost  ridges,  and  produced  an  impression  that  they  were  a 
fresh  reinforcement.  But  the  fact  is,  that  when  on  tiie  point 
of  gaining  the  day,  they  were  impeded  by  a  pernicious  rivalry 
in  securing  plunder,  in  the  meantime  intermitting  their 
exertions  against  the  enemy.  Cerealis,  as  by  his  carelessness 
he  well-nigh  ruined  all,  so  by  his  intrepidity  restored  affairs ; 
and  following  up  his  success,  captured  and  razed  the' camp  of 
the  enemy  the  same  day. 

79.  The  interval  allowed  to  the  soldiers  for  repose  from 
then:  fatigue  was  but  short.  The  Agrippinians  implored  hi^* 
aid,  offering  to  deliver  up  the  wife  and  sister  of  CiviHs,  with 
the  daughter  of  Classicus,  all  left  in  their  hands  as  pledges  o^ 
the  alliance.  They  had,  during  this  time,  massacred  aU  th4 
Germans  who  were  amongst  them  in  their  several  houses  j 
whence  their  fears  and  natural  entreaties  for  succours,  before 
the  enemy  should  prepare  themselves  for  any  object  of  am- 
bition, or  to  avenge  their  slaughtered  countrymen.  For 
Civilis  had  his  thoughts  directed  to  that  quarter,  having  no 
mean  force  at  his  command,  with  a  cohort  of  resistless  bravery 
and  unimpaired  strength,  composed  of  Chaucians  and  Frisians, 
and  posted  at  Tolbiacimi,*  in  the  Agrippinian  territory.  But 
he  was  diverted  by  the  mournful  intelligence  that  the  cohort 
was  annihilated  by  a  stratagem  of  Hie  Agrippinians,  who, 
when  the  Germans  were  asleep,  after  a  copious  feast  and 
drinking  bout,  fastened  the  doors,  set  fire  to  their  habitations, 
and  burnt  them.  At  the  same  time,  Cerealis  made  a  forced 
maroh  to  the  relief  of  the  city.  Civilis  was  now  beset  by 
another  source  of  fear,  lest  the  fourteenth  legion,  cooperating 
with  the  fleet  from  Britain,  might  harass  the  Batavians  on  the 
^  Tolbiacum,  now  Zulpich,  in  the  diocese  of  Cologne. 
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sea-coast.  That  legion,  however,  marched  over-landy*  under 
the  conduct  of  Fabius  Priscus,  to  invade  the  Tungrians  aiid 
the  Nervians;  and  those  two  states  submitted  to  the  Romans. 
The  Gannine^tes,  assuming  an  offensive  attitude,  attacked  the 
fleet,  and  either  took  or  sunk  the  greatest  part.  By  the  same 
people  a  large  body  of  the  Nervians,  who  had  voluntarily^ 
taken  up  arms  in  favour  of-  the  Romans,  was  overthrown. 
Classicus  also  fought  with  a  party  of  horse,  detached  by  Cere- 
alis  to  Novesium,  with  good  success.  These  advantages,  small 
it  is  true,  but  coming  one  after  another,  damaged  the  6clat  of 
the  recently  obtained  victory. 

80.  During  these  transactions,  Mucianus  ordered  the  son  of 
Vitellius*  to  be  put  to  death,  alleging,  as  his  excuse  for  it, 
that  discord  would  continue  to  prevail  unless  he  extirpated 
the  seeds  of  dissension.  Nor  did  he  suffer  Antonius  Primus 
to  be  summoned  by  Domitian  to  form  one  of  his  attendants 
in  the  expedition,  being  jealous  of  his  favour  with  the  sol- 
diery, and  the  lofty  bearing  of  the  man,  who  was  so  impatient 
of  a  superior,  that  he  could  not  even  brook  an  equal.  Anto- 
nius went  to  join  Vespasian,  by  whom  he  was  received,  not 
indeed  answerably  to  his  own  anticipations,  but  still  not  in  a 
manner  which  indicated  any  aversion  on  the  part  of  the  em- 
peror. Vespasian  was  acted  upon  by  conflicting  considerations ; 
on  the  one  hand,  by  the  services  of  Antonius,  under  whose 
conduct  the  war  was  unquestionably  terminated;  on  the  other, 
by  the  letters  of  Mucianus.  The  other  courtiers  also  repre- 
sented him  in  odious  colours,  as  morose  and  overbearing,  not 
forgetting  the  imputations  that  attached  to  his  earlier  years.' 
Antonius  himself,  too,  provoked  animosities  by  his  arrogance, 
for  he  was  too  fond  of  magnifying  his  own  merits.  Others 
he  censured  as  men  of  no  capacity  for  war;  Cascina  he  stig- 
matised as  a  captive,^  and  one  that  could  not  hold  out.  The 
cjonsequence  was,  that  he  grew  daily  more  despised  and  despi- 
cable, though  the  emperor  still  kept  up  an  appearance  of 
friendship  with  him. 

81.  In  the  course  of  those  months  during  which  YesfpBSMsa 
^  Brotier  says,  a  military  road  may  still  be  traced  from  Gessoriacum 

(now  Boulogne)  to  Atxiatuca,  the  capital  of  the  Tongri;  now  Tongres, 
ill  the  bishopric  of  Liege. 
'  He  was  called  Germanicus ;  'see  Hist,  ii  59. 

•  See  Hist.  iL  86. 

*  Csciiia  was  kept  in  chains  by  his  own  soldiers;  Hisi  ill  81. 
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was  waiting  at' Alexandria  for  the  periodical  season  of  the 
summer  winds,  and  a  safe  navigation,  many  miracles  occurred, 
by  which  the  favour  of  heaven  and  a  sort  of  bias  in  the 
powers  above  towards  Vespasian  were  manifested.  One  of 
the  common  people  of  Alexandria,  known  to  have  a  disease  in 
his  eyes,  embraced  the  knees  of  the  emperor,  importuning 
with  groans  a  remedy  for  his  blindness.^  In  this  he  acted  in 
compliance  with  the  admonition  of  the  god  Serapis,^  whom 
that  nation,  devoted  to  superatition,  honours  above  all  other 
gods;  and  he  prayed  the  emperor  that  he  would  deign  to 
sprinkle  his  cheeks  and  the  balls  of  his  eyes  with  the  secretion 
of  his  mouth-  Another,  who  was  diseased  in  the  hand,^  at 
the  instance  of  the  same  god,  entreated  that  he  might  be 
pressed  by  the  foot  and  sole  of  Csesar.  Vespasian  at  first 
ridiculed  the  request,  and  treated  it  with  contempt;  but  when 
they  persisted,  at  one  time  he  dreaded  the  imputation  of 
weakness,  at  another  he  was  led  to  hope  for  success,  by  the 
supplications  of  the  men  themselves,  and  the  encouragements 
of  his  flatterers.  Lastly,  he  ordered  that  the  opinion  of 
physicians  should  be  taken,  as  to  whether  a  blindness  and 
lameness'  of  these  kinds  could  be  got  the  better  of  by  human 
power.  The  physicians  stated  various  points;  that  in  the 
one  the  power  of  vision  was  not  wholly  destroyed,  and  that  it 
would  be  restored  if  the  obstacles  were  removed;  in  the  other, 
that  the  joints  which  had  become  diseased  might  be  renovated, 
if  a  healing  power  were  applied;  such  peradventure  was  the 

.  '^  It  Ib  not  clear  that  Tacitus  placed  any  faith  in  this  extraordinaiy 
stoiy.  Voltaire,  indeed,  seems  to  be  the  only  writer  who  has  endea- 
voured to  establish  the  miraculous  cure.  He  says:  "De  toutes  les 
gu^risons  miraculeuses,  les  plus  attest^s,  les  plus  authentiques,  sont 
celles  de  cet  aveugle  a  qui  I'empereur  Vespasian  rendit  la  vue,  et  de  ce 
paralytic  auquel  il  rendit  I'usage  de  ses  membres.  Oe  n'est  pas  lui  qui 
cherche  k  se  faire  yaloir  par  des  prestiges,  dont  un  monarque  affermi 
n'a  pas  besoin."  Voltaire's  reason  for  giving  credit  to  the  story  ier 
highly  unfortunate ;  for  Suetonius  expressly  says,  **  Autoritas  et  quasi 
majestas  quaedam,  novo  princlpi  deerat."  See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Ves- 
pasian, 8.  7. 

'  In  case  of  sickness,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  common  people,  by 
the  advice  of  the  Egyptian  priests,  to  abstain  from  food,  and  lie  in  the 
temple  of  Sera^Hs,  stretched  on  the  skins  of  victims  slain  at  the  altar. 
Hence  the  distempered  visions  of  crazed  imaginations,  which  were  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  inspiration. 

'  Suetonius  relates  the  two  miracles ;  but  what  Tacitus  calls  a  parar' 
lytic  hand,  he  says  was  a  paralytic  leg.     Life  of  Vespasian,  s.  7. 
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pleasure  of  the  gods,  and  the  emperor  was  chosen  to  perfonn 
their  will.  To  sum  up  all,  that  the  glory  of  accomplishing 
the  cure  would  be  Csesar's,  the  ridicule  of  its  Allure  would 
rest  upon  the  sufferers.  Accordingly,  under  an  impression 
that  everything  was  within  the  power  of  his  fortune,  and  that 
after  what  had  occurred  nothing  was  incredible,  witiii  a  dieer- 
fal  countenance  himself,  and  while  the  multitude  that  stood 
by  waited  the  event  in  all  the  confidence  of  anticipated  suc- 
cess, Vespasian  executed  what  was  required  of  him.  Imme- 
diately the  hand  was  restored  to  its  functions,  and  the  light  of 
day  shone  again  to  the  blind.  Persons  who  were  present 
even  now  attest  the  truth  of  both  these  transactions,  when 
there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  &lsehood.^ 

82.  After  this,  Vespasian  conceived  a  deeper  desire  to  visit 
the  sanctuary  of  Serapis,  in  order  to  consvdt  the  god  about 
affairs  of  the  empire.  He  ordered  aU  persons  to  be  e;zcluded 
from  the  temple;  and  lo,  when  he  entered,  and  his  thoughts 
were  fixed  on  the  deity,  he  perceived  behind  him  a  man  of 
principal  note  among  the  Egyptians,  named  Basilides,  whom, 
at  that  moment,  he  knew  to  be  detained  by  illness  at  a  dis- 
tance of  several  days'  journey  from  Alexandria.^  Vespasiaa 
inquired  of  the  priests,  whether  Basilides  that  day  had  entered 
the  temple.  He  asked  of  others  whom  he  met,  whether  he 
was  seen  in  the  city.  At  length,  from  messengers  whom  he 
despatched  on  horseback,  he  received  certain  intelligence,  that 
Basilides  was  at  that  instant  of  time  eighty  miles  distant  from 
Alexandria.  He  then  concluded  that  it  was  a  divine  vision,  and 
deduced  the  import  of  the  response-from  the  name  of  Basilides.' 

83.  The  origin  of  the  god  Serapis  is  a  subject  hitherto  not 
much  discussed  by  Roman  writers ;  the  account  given  by  the 
priests  of  Egypt  is  as  follows  : — At  the  time  when  Ptolemy, 
the  first  of  the  Macedonian  race,  who  consolidated  the  power 
of  Egypt,  was  adding  walls  and  temples  and  religious  institu- 
tions to  the  new-buOt  city  of  Alexandria,  a  youth  of  sur- 
passing grace,  and  in  appearance  transoendii^  the  human 
form,  presented  himself  to  him  in  the  night,  commanding 

'  Tacitus  wrote  his  Histoiy  in  the  reign  of  Trajan,  when  the  Vespa- 
sian or  Flavian  family  was  extinct. 

'  This  account  of  Vespasian  and  Basilides  is  related  by  Suetonius, 
liife  of  Vespasian,  s.  7. 

*  Basilides,  from  the  Greek  fiowiAc^,  ''a  king.". 
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him  to  send  some  of  his  most  trusty  friends  into  Pontus,  to 
bring  from  that  place  his  effigy ;  that  it  would  be  a  source  of 
prosperity  to  his*  kingdom,  and  great  and  glorious  wduld  be 
the  country  that  gave  reception  to  it.  In  that  instant  the 
youth  was  seen  mounting  to  heaven  in  a  column  of  fire. 
Ptolemy,  struck  with  the  omen  and  the  marvellous  event,  laid 
his  visions  of  the  night  before  the  Egyptian  priests,  the  usual 
interpreters  of  such  things.  And  as  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  Pontus,  nor  of  foreign  matters,  he  asked  Timotheus  the 
Athenian,  one  of  the  race  of  the  Eiunolpidae,^  whom  he  had 
invited  from  Eleusis,  to  preside  over  the  mysteries  of  religion, 
what  were  those  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  who  was  the  deity 
alluded  to?  Timotheus,  upon  inquiry  of  such  as  had  travelled 
into  Pontus,  learned  that  there  was  in  those  parts  a  city  called 
Sinope,  and  near  it  a  temple  celebrated  from  of  old  among  the 
neighbouring  people,  sacred  to  the  infernal  Jupiter;  for  there 
also  stood  near  him  a  female  effigy,  which  many  called  Pro- 
serpina. But  Ptolemy,  such  is  the  character  of  despotic 
kings,  easily  alarmed,  but  when  his  fears  had  subsided  more 
eager  in  pursuit  of  his  pleasures  than  concerned  about  reli- 
gious matters,  came  by  degrees  to  think  nothing  about  it,  and 
devoted  his  attention  to  other  objects;  till  at  length  the  same 
form,  now  more  terrific  in  aspect,  and  more  urgent  in  his 
manner,  denounced  destruction  to  himself  and  his  kingdom, 
unless  his  behests  were  fulfilled.  He  then  ordered  ambas- 
sadors and  presents  to  be  despatched  to  Scydrothemis  the 
king,  who  then  ruled  over  the  Sinopians,  and  enjoined  them, 
when  about  to  sail,  to  repair  to  the  Pythian  Apollo.  They 
sailed  with  fiivourable  winds,  and  had  a  quick  passage.  The 
answer  of  the  oracle  was  in  explicit  terms :  "  That  they 
shotdd  go  and  bring  back  the  statue  of  his  &ther,  and  leave  - 
tmmoved  that  of  his  sister." 

84.  Having  reached  Sinope,  they  delivered  the  presents, 
supplications,  and  instructions  of  their  king  to  Scydrothemis. 
fluctuating  in  his  resolves,  one  while  he  dreaded  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  deity;  again,  he  was  alarmed  by  the  menaces 
of  the  people,  who  opposed  the  request;  ofttimes  the  gifts 
and  presents  of  the  ambassadors  moved  him ;  and  after  three 
years  had  been  spent,  while  these  proceedings  were  going  on, 

^  The  deacendants  of  Eumolpus  were  the  priests  of  Ceres,  and  pre- 
sided over  the  Eleusiniaxi  mysteries. 
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Ptolemy  omitted  no  efforts  of  zeaJ,  no  methods  of  supplication; 
he  added  to  the  dignity  of  his  ambassadors,  increased  tho 
number  of  ships,  and  augmented  the  weight  of  gold.  A 
threatening  vision  then  appeared  to  Scydrothemis,  warning 
him  no  longer  to  impede  the  appointment  of  a  god.  The 
king  still  hesitating,  was  harassed  by  a  variety  of  disasters, 
diseases,  tokens  of  divine  vengeance  which  could  not  be  mis- 
taken, and  daily  increasing  in  severity.  He  called  an  assem- 
bly of  the  people,  and  laid  before  them  the  orders  of  the  god, 
the  visions  of  Ptolemy  and  himself,  and  the  miseries  that 
threatened  them.  The  populace  turned  away  in  disgust  from 
their  sovereign ;  envied  the  Egyptian  monarch,  trembled  for 
themselves,  and  beset  the  temple.  Hence  a  more  marvellous 
report  states  that  the  god,  of  his  own  motion,  quitted  the 
temple,  and  embarked  on  board  the  fleet  that  lay  at  the 
shore ;  and,  wonderful  to  relate,  they  came  to  land  at  Alex- 
andria, on  the  third  day  from  that  time,  after  measuring  so 
great  an  expanse  of  sea.  A  temple,  such  as  suited  a  great 
and  opulent  city,  was  built  at  a  place  called  Rhacotis,  where, 
in  ancient  times,  a  chapel  had  been  dedicated  to  Serapis  and 
Isis.  Such  is  the  most  generally  received  history  of  the  god 
Serapis,  and  his  conveyance  into  Egypt.  I  am  aware  that- 
there  are  those  who  state  that  he  was  brought  from  Seleucia, 
a  city  of  Syria,  in  the  reign  of  that  Ptolemy  whom  the  third 
generation  produced ;  others  assert  that  he  was  brought  from 
Memphis,  formerly  a  celebrated  city  and  the  pillar  of  ancient 
Egypt,  by  the  same  Ptolemy.  The  god  himself,  on  account 
of  his  healing  art,  is  by  many  called  iEsculapius;  by  others, 
Osiris,  the  most  ancient  deity  of  the  country;  and  many 
give  him  the  name  of  Jupiter,  as  lord  of  the  universe.  But 
the  most  maintain  that  he  is  Pluto;  either  from  tokens  which 
are  discernible  in  the  deity  himself,  or  by  a  circuitous  process 
of  probable  reasoning. 

85.  As  for  Domitian  and  Mucianus,  before  they  reached 
the  foot  of  the  Alps,  they  received  advices  of  the  victory 
gained  in  the  country  of  the  Treverians.  Of  this  victory  the 
best  evidence  was  afforded  by  the  presence  of  Yalentinus,^ 
the  geneiul  of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  by  no  means  cast 
down,  but  exhibited  in  his  looks  the  determined  spirit  that  had 
animated  him  in  the  field.  He  was  heard  in  his  defence,  fbr 
^  Valentinus,  mentioned  in  c.  71  of  this  book. 
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the  mere  object  of  ascertaining  .the  character  of  his  mind,  and 
was  condemned.  While  under  the  hands  of  the  executioner, 
some  one  remarked  insultingly,  that  his  country  was  reduced 
to  subjection;  when  he  replied,  thjit  that  circumstance  con- 
soled him  in  his  death.  But  Mucianus  now  declared,  as  an 
idea  which  occurred  to  him  at  the  time,  what  he  had  long 
harboured  in  his  breast :  "  that  as  by  the  blessing  of  the  gods 
the  power  of  the  enemy  was  crushed,  it  would  be  hardlj^  be- 
coming in  Domitian,  now  that  the  war  was  brought  to  the 
verge  of  a  successful  termination,  to  step  in  and  seize  the 
glory  which  belonged  to  another.  If  the  repose  of  the  empire, 
or  the  safety  of  the  Gauls,  were  in  jeopardy,  then  Caesar  ought 
to  appear  in  the  field;  but  the  Canninefates  and  Batavians 
should  be  delegated  to  inferior  generals.  Domitian  himself 
should  remain  at  Lyons,  and,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  seat 
of  war,  dazzle  the  enemy  with  the  power  and  auspicious  for- 
tune of  the  princedom :  neither  condescending  to  engage  in 
affairs  of  minor  importance,  nor  wanting  when  great  occasions 
occurred. 

86.  His  artifices  were  seen  through,  but  the  respect  due 
to  his  station  required  that  they  should  not  be  exposed. 
Thus  they  arrived  at  Lyons,  from  which  place  Domitian  is 
beUeved  to  have  sent  secret  messengers  to  sound  Cerealis  as 
to  whether  on  his  appearance  he  would  place  the  army  and 
the  conamand  in  his  hands.^  Whether  Domitian  had  it  in 
contemplation,  when  he  thought  of  this  proceeding,  to  levy 
war  against  his  &,ther,  or  to  support  and  strengthen  himself 
against  his  brother  Titus,  remains  uncertain;  for  Cerealis,  by 
a  judicious  middle  course,  evaded  his  question,  as  proceeding 
from  one  who  in  the  inexperience  of  youth  desired  what  was 
ridiculous.  Domitian,  seeing  himself  dighted  by  older  officers, 
ceased  to  discharge  even  those  functions  of  empire  which 
were  of  limited  importance,  and  which  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  exercising;  burying  himself  in  the  depths  of  his 
own  reflections,  while  he  exhibited  externally  a  semblance  of 

^  Domitian  is  praised  by  Sllius  Italicus  for  the  ability  and  conduct 
with  which  he  ended  the  BataTian  war : — 

''  At  tu  transcendens,  Qennanice,  facta  tuorum, 
Jam  puer  aurioomo  performidate  Batavo." — Lib.  iii.  607. 
But  Silius  Italicus  offered  the  incense  of  a  poet  to  the  reigning  prince. 
Cerealis  was  the  general  that  conquered  the  Batavian  chief. 
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simplicity  and  modesty,  affecting  the  pursuit  of  letters  and  a 
passion  for  poetry^  to  veil  his  real  purposes  and  withdraw 
himseK  from  the  jealousy  of  his  brother,  whose  dissimilar  and 
milder  nature  he  mistook  for  its  opposite. 
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1.  In  the  beginning  of  the  same  year,  Titus,  who  was  ap- 
pointed by  his  father  to  complete  the  subjugation  of  Judeea, 
and  who,  when  both  were  no  higher  than  subjects,  had  gained 
a  reputation  for  military  talents,'  now  exercised  a  more 
extended  influence,  and  shone  with  augmented  lustre;  the 
provinces  and  armies  emulating  each  other  in  their  zed  and 
attachment  to  him.  Titus^  on  his  part,  that  he  might  be 
thought  deserving  of  still  higher  distinctions,  appeared  in  all 
the  splendour  of  external  embellishments,  and  showed  himself 
a  prompt  and  resolute  soldier,  challenging  respect  by  courtesy 
and  afl^bility;  mixing  with  the  common  soldiers  when  en- 
gaged in  the  works  and  on  their  march,  without  impairing 
the  dignity  of  the  general.  He  succeeded  to  the  command 
of  three  legions  in  Judeea,  the  fifth,  the  tenth,  and  the 
fifteenth;'  who  had  long  served  under  Vespasian.  To  these 
he  added  the  twelfth,  from  Syria,  and  the  third  and  twenty- 
second,  withdrawn  from  Alexandria.  He  was  attended,  besides^ 
by  twenty  cohorts  of  the  allies,  and  eight  squadrons  of  horse, 
with  the  two  kings  Agrippa  and  Sohemus/  and  auxiliaries 
from  Antiochus.  He  had  also  a  band  of  Arabs,  formidable  in 
themselves,  and  harbouring  towards  the  Jews  the  bitter 
animosity  usually  subsisting  between  neighbouring  nations. 
Many  persons  had  come  from  Kome  and  Italy,  each  impelled 

^  Domitian  ia  highly  praised  by  Quintilian  for  his  love  of  literature, 
lib.  X.  1;  and  also  by  SiLius  Itsdicus,  lib.  iii  618.  Suetonius  agrees 
with  Tacitus :  "  Simulayit  et  ipse  modestiun,  imprimisque  poeticsd 
studium,  tarn  insuetum  antea  sibi,  quam  postea  spretum  et  abjectum." 
-—Suetonius,  Life  of  Domitian,  s.  2. 

'  Titus  served  with  his  father  la  Britain,  in  Gennahy,  and  Jud»a. 
Suetonius,  Life  of  Vespasian,  s.  4 ;  and  Titus,  s.  4, 

3  See  an  account  of  the  army  under  Titus ;  Josephus,  Bell.  Jud. 
lib.v.  6.  ^/SeeHistiiSl. 


a  2.]  FABLED  ORIGIN   OF  THB  JEWS.  265 

by  the  hopes  he  had  of  preoccupying  the  favour  of  a  prince  who 
had  not  yet  chosen  his  friends.  With  this  force  Titus,  advancing 
into  the  enemy's  country  in  order  of  battle,  by  his  scouts  dili- 
gently exploring  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  prepared  for 
action,  formed  a  camp  a  short  distance  from  Jerusalem. 

2.  Being  now  about  to  relate  the  catastrophe  of  that  cele- 
brated city,  it  seems  fitting  that  I  should  unfold  the  particu- 
lars of  its  origin.  The  Jews,^  we  are  told,  escaping  from  the 
island  of  Crete,  at  the  time  when  Saturn  was  driven  from  his 
throne  by  the  violence  of  Jupiter,  settled  in  the  extreme  parts 
of  Libya.  Their  name  is  adduced  as  a  proof.  Ida,  it  is 
alleged,  is  a  well-known  mountain  in  Crete:  the  neighbouring 
Idseans,  by  an  addition  to  the  name  to  adapt  it  to  the  lan- 
guage of  barbarians,  are  ordinarily  called  Judseans.^  Some 
say  that  the  population,  overflowing  throughout  Egypt,  in 
the  reign  of  Isis,  was  relieved  by  emigration  into  the  neigh- 
bouring countries,  under  the  conduct  of  Hierosolymus  and 
Juda.  Many  state  that  they  are  the  progeny  of  the  iEthiopians,^ 
who  were  impelled  by  fear  and  detestation  to  change  their 
abode  in  the  reign  of  king  Cepheus.  There  are  those  who 
report  that  they  are  a  heterogeneous  band  from  Assyria,*  a 

^  This  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Jewish  nation  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  much  criticism.  The  commentators  are  surprised  that  the 
historian  should  not  have  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  gain  the  most 
exact  information  concerning  a  people  whose  final  ruin  he  was  to 
relate.  That  neglect  is  still  more  surprising  when  it  is  considered 
that,  in  the  reign  of  Trajan,  when  Tacitus  published  his  work,  the 
page  of  Jewish  history  was  fully  disclosed,  and  accessible  to  the  curiosity 
of  every  Roman.  Josephus  lived  at  Rome,  imder  Vespasian,  Titus,  and 
Domitian;  and  under  the  last  of  those  emperors  his  History  of  the 
War  in  Judsea  was  published. 

*  This  was  the  fabulous  tradition  of  the  Greeks,  who  deduced  all 
things  from  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  as  the  Romans  afterwards  from  Troy 
and  the  Trojans. 

'  The  Ethiopians,  according  to  Pliny  the  elder  (lib.  vi.  29),  were  in 
remote  ages  a  great  and  powerful  people.  They  held  Egypt  in  sub- 
jection, and  were  the  founders  of  an  empire  in  Syria.  Josephus,  in  his 
Antiquities,  has  a  tradition,  that  Moses  commanded  armies  in  Etliiopia, 
Hence  the  Jews  were  said  to  have  issued  from  ^Ethiopia. 

*  We  have  in.  this  passage  something  that  borders  on  the  truth. 
Abraham  went  forth  from  Ur  of  the  Chaldees.  (Qen.  xi  31.)  He  went 
into  Egypt  to  aojoum  there.  (Qen.  xii.  10.)  The  history  of  his  posterity 
in  Egypt,  and  the  journey  into  Syria  and  the  land  of  Canaan,  clearly 
prove  the  descent  of  the  Jews  from  Abraham,  and  throw  a  light  upon . 
what  our  author  says  of  their  Assyrian  origin. 
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people  who,  being  destitute  of  a  country,  made  themselves 
masters  of  a  portion  of  Egypt,  and  subsisquently  settled  in 
cities  of  their  own  in  the  Hebrew  territories,  and  the  parts 
bordering  on  Syria.  Others,  ascribing  to  the  Jews  an  illus- 
trious origin,  say  that  the  Solymi,^  a  nation  celebrated  in  the 
poetry  of  Homer,  called  the  city  which  they,  built  Hierosolyma, 
from  their  own  name. 

3.  Very  many  authors  agree  in  recording  that  a  pestilential 
disease,  which  disfigured  the  body  in  a  loathsome  manner,^ 
spreading  over  Egypt,  Bocchoris,  at  that  time  king,  repairing 
to  the  oracle  of  Jupiter  Hammon,^  in  quest  of  a  remedy,  was 
directed  to  purify  his  kingdom,  and  exterminate  that  race  of 
men  as  being  detested  by  the  gods:  that  a  mass  of  people 
thus  searched  out  and  collected  together  were  in  a  wild  and 
barren  desert*  abandoned  to  their  misery,  when,  all  the  rest 
being  bathed  in  tears  and  torpid  with  despair,  Moses,  one  of 
the  exiles,  admonished  them  not  to  look  for  any  aid  from  gods 
or  men,  being  deserted  of  both,  but  to  trust  themselves  to 
him  as  a  heaven-commissioned  guide,  by  whose  aid  already 
they  had  warded  off  the  miseries  that  beset  them.  They 
assented,  and  commenced  a  venturous  journey,  not  knowing 
whither  they  went.  But  nothing  distressed  them  so  much  as 
want  of  water  ;^  and  now  they  lay  stretched  through  all  the 
plains,  ready  to  expire,  when  a  herd  of  wild  asses,  returning 
froltn  pasture,  went  up  a  rock  shaded  with  a  grove.  Moses 
followed  them,  and  forming  his  conjecture  by  the  herbage 
that  grew  upon  the  ground,  opened  copious  springs  of  water.^ 

^  Homer  speaks  of  the  Solymi;  but  these  were  a  people  of  Piaidia* 
or  rather  of  ^Ethiopia,  and  quite  distinct  from  the  Jews. 

^  Justin  mentions  this  epidemic  distemper,  and  calls  it  "  scabiem  ac 
Titiliginem :"  that  is,  the  leprosy.  (Justin,  hb.  xxxvi  2.)  This  would 
seem  to  be  the  murrain  spoken  of  Kzod.  iz.  1 — 3, 10.  That  the  passage 
through  the  Red  Sea  should  be  omitted  by  Tacitus,  Brotier  observoB 
cannot  be  a  matter  of  wonder,  since  it  is  related  even  by  Josephus 
in  a  manner  that  adds  no  authenticit jr  to  the  miracle. 

'  The  oracle  of  Jupiter  Hammon  is  mentioned  by  Pliny,  lib.  t.  9  ; 
**  In  Cyrenalca  Hammonis  oraculum,  fidei  inclitsd."  Seis  also  Pomponius 
Mela,  lib.  i.  8. 

*  In  the  plains  of  Arabia. 

^  '*  And  tiiey  went  three  days  in  the  wilderness,  and  found  no  water." 
Ezod.  XT.  22. 

^  This  discovery  of  springs  in  a  shady  grove  calls  to  mind  what 
Moses  tells  us :  "  And  they  came  to  Elim,  where  were  twelve  wells  of 
water,  and  threescore  and  ten  palm-trees."    (£xod.  xv.  27.)    Where 
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This  was  a  relief;  and  pursuing  their  journey  for  six  days 
without  intermission,  on  the  seventh,  having  expelled  the 
natives,  they  took  possession  of  a  country  where  they  built 
their  city,  and  dedicated  their  temple.^ 

4.  In  order  to  bind  the  people  to  him  for  the  time  to  come, 
Moses  prescribed  to  them  a  new  form  of  worship,  and  opposed 
to  those  of  all  the  world  beside.  Whatever  is  held  sacred  by 
the  Romans,  with  the  Jews  is  profane:  and  what  in  other 
nations  is  unlawful  and  impure,  with  them  is  permitted.  The 
figure  of  the  animal  through  whose  guidance  they  slaked  th^ir 
thirst,  and  were  enabled  to  terminate  their  wanderings,  is 
consecrated  m  the  sanctuary  of  their  temple;^  while  in  con- 
tempt of  Jupiter  Hammon,^  they  sacrifice  a  ram.  The  ox, 
worshipped  in  Egypt  for  the  god  Apis,  is  slain  as  a  victim  by 
the  Jews.  They  abstain  from  the  flesh  of  swine,  from  the 
recollection  of  the  loathsome  affliction  which  they  had  for- 
merly suffered  fi-om  leprosy,*  to  which  that  animal  is  subject. 
The  &mine,  with  which  they  were  for  a  long  time  distressed, 
is  still  commemorated  by  frequent  &stingsj^  and  the  Jewish 
bread,  made  without  leaven,^  is  a  standing  evidence  of  their 

Tacitus  found  the  moident  of  the  troop  of  wild  aaaes  does  not  appear; 
but  see  Gen.  xxxvi  24.  The  story  was  probably  adopted  in  the  nar- 
rative, to  prepare  the  reader  for  the  consecration  of  the  animal,  as 
mentioned  in  the  following  chapter. 

^  Brotier  observes,  that  a  journey  into  Palestine,  through  the  deserts 
of  Arabia,  could  not  be  performed  in  six  days,  as  it  appears,  in  the 
Memoirs  of  the  French  Missionaries  in  the  Levant,  that  Father  Sicard 
went  over  that  whole  tract  of  country,  and  did  ^ot  reach  Mount  Sinai 
till  the  thirtieth  day.  Brotier  adds,  that  in  what  Tacitus  relates,  some- 
tiling  like  the  truth  is  still  to  be  found,  since  we  are  told  that  Joshua 
and  the  children  of  Israel  went  round  the  city  of  Jericho  once,  and 
continued  so  to  do  gix  days,  and  on  the  seventh  day,  which  was  the 
sabbath,  entered  the  city;  and,  having  extirpated  the  inhabitants,  be- 
came masters  of  the  country,  where  David  built  a  city,  and  Solomon 
dedicated  a  temple.     See  Josh.  vi.  3,  20,  21. 

*  This  fable  is  refuted  by  Tacitus  himself,  who  says  in  the  following 
section,  "Nulla  simulacra  urbibus  suis,  nedum  templis  sinunt."  See 
also  c  9  of  this  book. 

*  The  homed  head  of  Jupiter  Hammon  is  often  found  on  coins  of 
the  Cyrenseans. 

"     *  Described  in  Levit  xiii.  xir. 

*  There  was  scarce  a  month  in  the  Jewish  calendar  without  fast- 
days  ;  but  they  were  instituted  to  record  signal  events,  not  in  com- 
memoration of  the  famine  in  the  desert. 

'  The  unleavened  bread,  mentioned  in  Ezod.  xii  8.    It  was  not,  as 
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seizure  of  corn.  They  say  that  they  instituted  a  rest  on  the 
seventh  day  because  that  day  brought  them  rest  from  their 
toils;  but  afterwards,  charmed  with  the  pleasures  of  idleness,' 
the  seventh  year^  also  was  devoted  to  sloth.  Others  allege 
that  this  is  an  honour  rendered  to  Saturn,  either  because  their 
religious  institutes  were  handed  down  by  the  Ideeans,  who,  we 
are  informed,  were  expelled  from  their  country  with  Saturn, 
and  were  the  founders  of  the  nation;  or  else  because,  of 
the  seven  stars  by  which  men  are  governed,  the  star  of 
Saturn  moves  in  the  highest  orbit,  and  exercises  the  greatest 
influence;  and  most  of  the  heavenly  bodies  complete  their 
effects  and  course  by  the  number  seven. 

5,  These  rites  and  ceremonies,  howsoever  introduced,  have 
the  support  of  antiquity.  Their  other  institutions,  which 
have  been  extensively  adopted,  are  tainted  with  execrable 
knavery;  for  the  scum  and  refuse  of  other  nations,  renouncing 
the  religion  of  their  ooimtry,  were  in  the  habit  of  bring- 
ing gifts  and  offerings  to  Jerusalem, — hence  the  wealth 
and  grandeur  of  the  state;  and  also  because  feith  is  inviolably 
observed,  and  compassion  is  cheerfully  shown  towards  each 
other,  while  the  bitterest  animosity  is  harboured  against  all 
others.  They  eat  and  lodge  with  one  another  only;  and 
though  a  people  of  unbridled  lust,  they  admit  no  intercourse 
with  women  from  other  nations.  Among  themselves  no 
restraints  are  imposed.^  That  they  may  be  known  by  a  dis- 
tinctive mark,  they  have  established  the  practice  of  circum- 
cision.^ All  who  embrace  their  faith  submit  to  the  same, 
operation.  The  first  thing  instilled  into  their  proselytes  is  to 
despise  the  gods,  to  abjure  their  country,  to  set  at  nought 

Tacitus  insinuateB,  their  common  food :  it  was,  as  we  read  in  Deut.  xvi, 
the  bread  of  affliction,  which  they  were  to  eat  for  seven  days  in  me^ 
mory  of  the  day  when  they  came  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

^  The  seventh  year  was  also  a  year  of  rest,  not  for  the  sake  of  slug- 
gish inactivity, .  but  in  consequence  of  an  express  command,  Levit. 
XXV.  3,  4.  There  was  still  another  sabbath  of  more  importance,  tha  > 
Jubilee;  see  Levit.  xxv.  8, 10, 12.  Josephus  says  that  Julius  Caesar, 
when  he  imposed  an  annual  tribute  on  the  Jewish  nation,  made  an 
exception  of  the  seventh  year,  which  was  called  the  sabbath,  when  thd 
people  neither  reaped  nor  sowed.  See  Csesar's  decree,  Josephus,  Ant. 
xiv.  10.  •  • 

'  The  falseness  of  this  statement  is  evident  from  the  strictness  of 
the  enactments  of  the  Jewish  law. 

'  Gircumciflion  is  called  a  token  of  the  covenant.    Gren.  zvii  2. 
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parents^  children,  brothers.  They  show  concern,  however, 
for  the  increase  of  their  population,  for  it  is  forbidden  to  put 
any  pf  their  brethren  to  death;^  and  the  souls  of  such  as  die 
in  battle,  or  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner,  are  thought  to 
be  immortal.  Hence  their  desire  of  procreation,  and  con- 
tempt of  death.  The  bodies  of  the  deceased  they  choose 
rather  to  bury  than  bum,  following  in  this  the  Egyptian  cus- 
tom;2  ^^\^  whom  they  also  agree  in  their  attention  to  the 
dead,  and  their  persuasion  as  to  the  regions  below,^  but  are 
opposed  to  them  in  their  notions  about  celestial  things.  The 
Egyptians  worship  various  animals  and  images,  the  work  of 
men's  hands;  the  Jews  acknowledge  one  God  only,  and  con- 
ceive of  him  by  the  mind  alone,  condemning,  as  impious,  all 
who,  with  perishable  materials,  wrought  into  the  human 
shape,  form  representations  of  the  Deity.  That  Being,  they 
say,  is  above  cdl,  and  everlasting,  neither  susceptible  of  like- 
ness nor  subject  to  decay.  In  consequence  they  allow  no 
resemblance  of  him  in  their  city,  much  less  in  their  temples. 
In  this  way  they  do  not  flatter  their  kings,  nor  show  their 
respect  for  the  Csesars.  But  because  their  priests  performed  in 
concert  with  the  pipe  and  timbrels,  were  crowned  with  ivy,  and 
a  golden  vine^  was  found  in  the  temple,  some  have  supposed 
that  Bacchus,  the  conqueror  of  the  East,  was  the  object  of 
their  adoration;  but  the  Jewish  institutions  have  no  con- 
formity whatever  to  the  rites  of  Bacchus.     For  Bacchus  has 

^  The  RomanB  had  power  of  life  and  death  over  their  own  children, 
and  were  not  willing  to  be  encumbered  with  a  numerous  issue. 

'  It  is  certain  that  the  Hebrews  interred  their  dead,  since  Abraham's 
burying-place  is  frequently  mentioned  in  Scripture^  That  the  Egyp- 
tians buried  their  d^,  is  plain  from  their  usage  of  embalming  them. 
It  is  probable  that  the  practice  of  burning  the  bodies  of  the  deceased 
sprung  originally  from  a  design  to  prevent  any  outrage  to  the  bodies 
from  their  enemies.  Sylla,  among  the  Romans,  was  the  first  of  his 
family  who  ordered  his  body  to  be  burned,  lest  the  barbarities  which 
he  had  exercised  on  the  remains  of  Marius  should  be  retaliated  on  his 
own.  Cicero  says :  **  Proculdubio  cremandi  ritus  a  Grsecis  Tenit,  nam 
sepultum  legimus  Numam  ad  Anienis  fontem,  totique  genti  Comelis9 
solemne  fuisse  sepulchrum  usque  ad  Syllam,  qui  primus  ex  ea  gente 
crematuB  est."— De  Legibus,  lib.  2. 

*  The  Egyptians  believed  in  a  state  of  future  rewards  and  punish- 
ments.    See  Diodorus  Siculus,  libl  i  61. 

*  No  mention  is  made  in  any  part  of  the  Bible  of  Jewish  priests 
crowned  with  ivy.  A  vine  wrought  in  gold,  of  prodigiouB  weight,  is 
mentioned  by  Josephus  as  a  magnificent  ornament.    See  Ant.  xy.  11. 
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otdained  festive  and  jocund  rites,  while  the  usages  of  the  Jews 
are  dull  and  repulsive. 

6.  Their  land  is  bounded  and  their  borders  are  formed  on 
=the  east  by  Arabia;^  on  the  southern  confine  lies  Egypt;  on 
the  west  Phoenicia  and  the  sea :  they  command  an  extended 
range  northward  on  the  side  of  Syria.  The  natives  are  robust, 
and  patient  of  labour.  Bain  is  seldom  seen,  and  the  soil  is 
rich  and  fertile.  The  productions  of  the  earth  are  such  as 
are  usually  found  with  us,  and  besides  them  palms  aud  the 
balm  tree  flourish  in  great  luxuriance.  The  palm  groves  are 
beautiful  and  lofty ;  the  balm  is  of  moderate  size.  As  the 
branches  successively  swell,  if  you  apply  the  force  of  iron  the 
veins  shrink,  but  they  may  be  made  to  discharge  by  the  frag- 
ment of  a  stone  or  by  a  shell ;  the  fluid  is  employed  as  a 
medicine.  The  principal  mountain  which  this  country  rears 
aloft  is  Libanus,  which,  astonishing  to  be  related,  in  a  climate 
intensely  hot,  is  kept  cool  by  its  shady  groves,  and  aflbrds  a 
Secure  retreat  for  snows.^  From  this  mountain  the  river 
Jordan^  springs  and  receives  its  supply  of  waters.  The  stream 
does  not  discharge  itself  into  the  sea ;  it  runs  into  two  different 
lakes,^  without  mixing  with  them,  and  is  absorbed  into  a 
third.  The  last  of  these  lakes  is  of  immense  circuit,  resem- 
bling a  sea,  but  more  nauseous  in  taste,  and,  by  the  offensive- 
ness  of  its  odour,  pestiferous  to  the  neighbourhood.  The  wind 
does  not  stir  its  surface,  nor  can  fish  or  water-fowl  endure 
it.  The  equivocal  waters  sustain  t^ngs  thrown  upon  them 
as  if  they  were  thrown  upon  a  solid  material;  those  who  are 
able  to  swim  and  those  who  are  not  are  equally  upborne.* 
At  a  stated  season  of  the  year,  the  lake  throws  up  bitumen.* 

>  The  part  known  as  Arabia  Petrsea  and  Deaerta. 

•  The  snow  of  Lebanon  is  mentioned,  Jer.  xviii.  14. 

•  See  a  description  of  this  river,  Pliny,  lib.  ▼.  16. 

^  The  first  of  the  lakes  is  Samachonites,  mentioned  by  Josephus; 
the  second,  Cinnereth,  by  Joshua,  (the  Lake  of  Gennesaret,  or  Sea  of 
Tiberias) ;  the  third,  Asphaltus,  called  by  Milton  the  Asphaltio  Po<^ 
by  others  Mare  Mortuimi,  from  the  immobility  of  its  waters.  It  is  said 
by  Josephus  to  be  seventy  miles  in  length,  and  in  some  places  twelve 
or  thirteen  in  breadth. 

'  Pliay  says  of  this  lake,  '' Asphaltites  nihil  prseter  bitumen  gignit*; 
unde  nomen :  tauri  camelique  fluitant.  Inde  fiuna  nihil  in  eo  mergi*' 
(Pliny,-  lib.  v.  16.)  It  is  related  by  Josephus,  that  Vespasian,  in  order 
to  make  an  experiment,  ordered  some  prisoners,  with  their  hands  tied 
behind  their  backs,  to  be  thrown  into  the  lake;  when  they  all  emei*ged 
and  floated  on  the  surface.     See  Josephus,  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  v.  8.      .     • 

•  Brotier  says,  that  the  slime,  or  bitumen,  by  the  Greeks  called 
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Experknce,  the  mother  of  all  useful  arts,  has  taught  men  the 

method  of  gathering  it.     It  is  a  liquid  substance,  naturally  of 

a  black  hue,  and  by  sprinkling  vinegar  upon  it,  it  floats  on 
\  the  surface  in  a  condensed  mass,  which  those  whose  business 

^  it  is  lay  hold  of  with  the  hand,  and  draw  to  the  upper  parU 

I         ,       of  the  vessel;  thence  it  continues  to  flow  in  and  load  the 

vessel,  till  you  cut  it  off.  Nor  could  you  cut  it  off  with  brass 
'  or  iron.     It  shrinks  from  the  touch  of  blood,  or  a  garment 

I  stained  with  menstrual  evacuations.      Such  is  the  account 

f  transmitted  to  us  by  ancient  authors;  but  persons  acquainted 

^  with  the  country  record  that  waving  masses  of  bitumen  are 

^  driven  towards  the  shore,  or  drawn  by  the  hand;  and  when 

by  the  vapour  from  the  land,  or  the  heat  of  the  sun,  they 
■  have  dried,  they  are  cut  asunder,  like  wood  or  stone,  by 

I  wedges,  or  the  stroke  of  the  hatchet. 

[  7.  At  a  small  distance  from  the  lake  are  plains,  which 

,  tradition  says  were  formerly  a  fruitful  country,  and  occupied 

I  by  populous  cities,^  but  had  been  destroyed  by  thunderbolts. 

I  'ti:aoes  still  remain,  we  are  told,  and  that  the  soil,  in  appear- 

I  ance  parched  with  fire,  has  lost  the  power  of  bringing  forth 

1  fruits.     For  all  things,  whether  spontaneously  produced  or 

r  planted  by  the  hand  of  man,  whether  they  grow  to  the  extent 

of  the  blade  only  and  the  flower,  or  their  ordinary  form, 
i  '  blackened  and  insubstantial,  crumble  into  ashes.  For  my 
\  part,  as  I  would  admit  that  cities  once  famous  have  been 

destroyed  by  fire  from  heaven,  so  am  1  of  opinion  that  th^ 
^earth  is  tainted  by  the  exhalation  from  the  lake,  the  siiperin- 

eumbent  air  contaminated,  and  that,  therefore,  the  young 
.  plants  of  com,  and  the  fruits  of  autumn,  wither  away,  the 

soil  and  air  alike  being  infected.  There  is  also  a  river  named 
I  .  Belus,^  which  glides  into  the  Judsean  sea;  sands  are  found  in 

asj^&alte,  is  thrown  up  on  the  Burfctce  of  the  waters  during  the  autumn. 

"  The  vsde  of  Siddim,  which  is  the  salt  sea,  was  full  of  slime-pits."  (Qen. 
.  ziv.  3,  10.)     And  this  concretion,  after  floating  for  some  time,   is 

driven  by  the  wind  to  the  shore,  where  it  is  carefully  collected  by  the 

Arabs. 

>  The  cities  were  Sodom,  Gomorrah,  Admah,  Zeboiim.  (Gen.  xiv^  2.) 

**  The  Lord  rained  upon  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  brimstone  and  fire,  and 
.  he  overthrew  those  cities,  and  all  the  plain." — Gen.  zix.  24, 25. 

*  Belus,  a  river  of  Galilee,  running  from  the  foot  of  Mount  Carmel, 

and  emptying  itself  into  the  Mediterranean.    Strabo  says  that  the 

whole  coast  has  a  sand  fit  for  glass,  but  that  the  sand  of  the  river 

Belus  is  the  best  sort,    fiere  the  art  of  making  glass  was  first  dis- 

oovered.    See  Pliny,  lib.  v.  19. 
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the  neighbourhood  of  its  mouth,  which  mixed  with  nitre  are 
fused  into  glass.  The  shore  is  of  moderate  extent,  and  affords 
an  exhaustless  supply  to  those  who  dig  it  out 

8.  A  great  portion  of  Judsea  consists  of  scattered  villages. 
They  have  likewise  towns.  Jerusalem  is  the  capital  of  the 
nation :  there  stands  a  temple  of  immense  wealth;  the  city 
is  enclosed  by  the  first  fortifications  you  meet  with;  the  royal 
palace  by  the  second;  the  temple  by  the  inmost  A  Jew  is 
not  admitted  beyond  the  portal;  all,  except  the  priests,  are 
excluded  from  the  threshold.  While  the  Assyrians,  and  after 
them  the  Modes  and  Persians,  were  masters  of  the  East,  the 
Jews,  of  all  the  nations  then  held  in  subjection,  were  deemed 
the  vilest.  After  the  Macedonian  monarchy  was  established, 
king  Antiochus  having  formed  a  plan  to  abolish  their  super- 
stition, and  introduce  the  manners  and  institutions  of  Greece, 
was  prevented  by  a  war  with  the  Parthians  (for  Arsaces  had 
then  revolted)  from  reforming  this  execrable  nation.  In  pro- 
cess of  time,  when  the  Macedonians  were  by  degrees  enfeebled, 
when  the  Parthian  state  was  in  its  in&ncy,  and  the  Romans 
were  at  a  distance,  the  Jews  seized  the  opportunity  to  erect  a 
monarchy  of  their  own.^  Their  kings  were  soon  deposed  by 
the  caprice  and  levity  of  the  people ;  but  having  recovered 
the  throne  by  force  of  arms,  and  having  daied  to  dnve  citizens 
into  exile,  demolish  cities,  put  to  death  brothers!,  wives,  and 
parents,  and  all  the  cruelties  usual  with  despotic  kings,  they 
encouraged  the  superstition,  because  they  took  to  themselves 
the  dignity  of  the  priesthood  as  a  support  of  their  power. 

9.  Pompey  was  the  first  Roman  that  subdued  the  Jews,  and 
by  right  of  conquest  entered  their  temple.^  Thenceforward 
it  became  generally  known  that  the  habitation  was  empty, 

'  Justin  informs  xlb,  that  the  power  of  Demetrius  I.  and  his  suc- 
cessors, kings  of  Syria,  not  being  supported  with  vigour,  the  Jews  took 
their  opportunity  to  shake  off  a  foreign  yoke,  and  assert  their  liberty. 
(See  Justin,  lib.  xxzvi.  1,  3.)  In  confirmation  of  this,  we  read  in  Mac- 
cabees a  treaty  between  Demetrius  and  Simon  the  high-prieat,  b.  c.  143 ; 
and  thus  "  the  yoke  of  the  heathen  was  taken  away  from  Israel,  and 
the  people  of  Israel  began  to  write  in  their  instruments  and  contracts. 
In  the  first  year  of  Simon  the  high-priest^  the  governor  and  leader  of 
the  Jews."— 1  Kacc.  xiiL  41,  42. 

'  Pompey  made  himself  master  of  Jerusalem,  B.  c.  63.  He  entered 
the  Temple  and  the  Holy  of  Holies ;  but,  according  to  Josephus  (Ant^ 
xiv.  4),  abstained  from  plunder,  content  with  imposing  an  annual 
tribute.    See  Florus,  lib.  lii  5 ;  and  Cicero,  pro  Flacco,  28. 


'.      .  0.  9.]  VARIOUS.  RULERS  OF  THE  JEWB.  273 

3  and  the  sanctuary  unoccupied,  no  representation  of  the  Deity 

3  being  found  within  it.^     The  walls  of  the  city  were  levelled 
to  the  ground;  the  Temple  remained.     In  the  civil  wars  that 
.  afterwards  shook  the  empire,  when  the  eastern  provinces  fell 

a  to  the  lot  of  Mark  Antony,  Pacorus,^  the  Parthian  king,  made 

f  himself  master  of  Judsea;  but  was,  in  a  short  time  after,  put 

1  to  death  by  Ventidius,  and  his  forces  retired  beyond  the 

8  Euphrates.      Caius  Sosius  once  more  reduced  the  Jews  io 

8  obedience.     Herod  ^  was  placed  on  the  throne  by  Mark  An- 

r  .         tony,  and  Augustus  enlarged  his  privileges.     On  the  death 

e  of  Herod,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Simon,*  without  waiting  for 

d  the  authority  of  the  emperor,  seized  the  sovereignty.     He, 

1,  however,  was  punished  for  his  ambition  by  Quinctilius  Varus, 

>  the  governor  of  Syria;  and  the  nation,  reduced  to  submission, 

},  was  divided  in  three  portions  between  the  sons  of  Herod. 

d  During  the  reign  of  Tiberius  things  remained  in  a  state  of 

H  I         tranquillity.     Afterwards,  being  ordered  by  Caligula  to  place 

1,  .          his  statue  in  the  Temple,  the  Jews,  rather  than  submit,  had 

is  i          recourse  to  arms.      This  commotion  the  death  of  Caligula 

a  I  ^       extinguished.     Claudius,  the  Jewish  kings  being  either  dead, 

f  or  their  dominion  reduced  to  narrow  limits,  committed  the 

i  province  of  Judsea*  to  Roman  knights,  or  his  freedmen.  One 

s  of  these,  Antonius  Felix,*  exercised  the  prerogatives  of  a  king 

i  with  the  spirit  of  a  slave,  rioting  in  cruelty  and  licentiousness. 

f  He  married  Drusilla,  the  grandaughter  of  Antony  and  Cleo-i 

3  patra,  that  he  might  be  grandson-in-law  of  Mark  Antony,  who ; 
I          was  the  grand&ther  of  Claudius.^ 

[  *  ThiB  pftssage  affords  another  proof  that  the  effigy-  of  an  ass  was  not 

consecrated  in  the  Temple,  as  mentioned  by  Tacitus,  c.  4  of  this  book. 
'      I  '  Brotier  observes,  that  Pacorus  was  son  of  Orodes,  king  of  Parthia. 

He  was  sent  by  his  father  to  wage  war  in  Judaea,  b.c.  40 ;  and  in  the 
1  following  year  defeated  and  put  to  death  by  Ventidius,  the  general  of 

I  Mark  Antony.     Josephus,  Ant.  xiv.  18 — 16. 

'  Herod  was  raised  to  the  throne  by  Mark  Antony,  B.  c.  40,  and  his 
title  was  confirmed  by  a  decree  of  the  senate,  three  years  after.  Jose- 
phus,  Ant.  xiv.  26,  28. 

*  The  Simon  mentioned  in  this  place  must  not  be  confounded  with 
the  chief  of  that  name,  who  was  taken  prisoner  at  the'  siege  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  afterwards  executed  at  Rome. 

*  See  Annals,  xii  23. 

*  Felix  was  brother  to  Pallas,  the  favourite  freedman  and  minister  o^ 
the  emperor  Claudius.  Annals,  xii.  54.  Suetonius,  Life  of  Claudius,  s.  28. 

'  Claudius  was  son  of  Antonia,  the  daughter  of  Mark  Antony. 
TAC— TOL.  11.  T 
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10.  The  patienee,  however,  of  the  Jews  held  out  to  the 
time  of  Cassius  Florus,^  the  procurator.  Under  him  a  war 
broke  out  Cestius  Gallus,  the  goyemor  of  Syria,  endea- 
voured to  crush  the  revolt.  He  fought  some  obstinate 
battles,  most  of  them  unsuccessfully.  After  his  death,  which 
happened  either  by  destiny  or  from  disappointment  and 
vexation,  Vespasian,  who  was  sent  by  Nero,  succeeded  to  the 
command.  By  his  character,  the  good  fortune  that  attended 
his  arms,  and  with  the  advantage  of  excellent  officers,  in  two 
summer  campaigns^  he  overran  the  whole  country,  and  made 
himself  master  of  all  the  cities  except  Jerusalem.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  which  was  devoted  to  civil  war,  passed  in  tran- 
quillity so  far  as  concerned  the  Jews.  The  peace  of  Italy 
restored,  the  care  of  foreign  affairs  returned.  It  inflamed  his 
resentment  that  the  Jews  were  the  only  nation  that  had  not 
submitted.  At  the  same  time  it  was  deemed  politic  for  Titus  to 
remain  at  the  head  of  the  armies,  with  a  view  to  any  events  or 
casualties  that  might  arise  under  the  new  reign.  Accordingly 
the  prince,  as  already  mentioned,  encamped  under  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem,  and  displayed  his  legions  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.^ 

11.  The  Jews  formed  in  order  of  battle  under  the  very 
walls,  determined,  if  successful,  to  push  forward;  and,  if 
obliged  to  give  ground,  secure  of  a  retreat.  The  cavalry, 
with  the  light-armed  cohorts,  sent  against  them,  fought  with 
doubtful  success.  Soon  the  enemy  gave  way,  and  on  the 
following  days  engaged  in  frequent  skirmishes  before  the 
gates,  till  at  length,  after  a  series  of  losses,  they  were  forced 
to  retire  within  the  walls.  The  Romans  resolved  now  to 
carry  the  place  by  storm.  To  linger  before  it  till  fiimine 
compelled  a  surrender,  appeared  indeed  unworthy  of  them, 
and  the  soldiers  demanded  the  post  of  danger,  some  from 
courage,  many  fi^m  hardihood  and  the  hope  of  gaining  re- 
wards. Rome,  her  splendours  aAd  her  pleasiires,  kept  flitting- 
before  the  eyes  of  Titus  himself;  and  if  Jerusalem  did  not  &11 
at  once,  he  looked  upon  it  as  obstructing  his  enjoyments. 
But  Jerusalem,  standing  upon  an  eminence,  naturally  difficult 
of  appi'oach,  was  rendered  stiU  more  impregnable  by  redoubts 

'  The  Jewish  war,  occasioned  by  the  misconduct  of  Cassius  Floras, 
began  a.d.  65. 
*  ^  Vespasian's  rapid  success  against  the  Jews  was  A.D.  67  and  68. 

'  See  Josephus,  BeU.  Jud.  y.  2.  Titus's  first  camp  was  near  the 
Mount  of  Olives. 
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and  bulwarks  by  which  even  places  on  a  leyel  plain  would, 
have  been  competently  fortified.  Two  hills  that  rose  to  a. 
prodigious  height  were  enclosed  by  walls  constructed  so  as  in 
some  places  to  project  in  angles^  in  others  to  curve  inwards. 
In  consequence  the  flanks  of  the  besiegers  were  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  weapons.  The  extremities  of  the  rock  were  abrupt 
and  craggy;  and  the  towers  were  built,  upon  the  mountain, 
sixty  feet  high ;  in  the  low  ground,  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 
These  works  presented  a  spectd^le  altogether  astonishing.  To 
the  distant  eye  they  seemed  to  be  of  equal  elevation.  Within 
the  city  there  were  other  fortifications  enclosing  the  palace 
of  the  kings,  and  the  tower  of  Antonia,  with  its  conspicuous 
pinnades,  so  called  by  Herod,  in  honour  of  Mark  Antony. 

12.  The  Temple^  itself  was  in  the  nature  of  a  citadel,  en- 
closed in  walls  of  its  own,  and  more  elaborate  and  massy  than 
the  rest.  The  very  porticoes  that  surrounded  it  were  a 
capital  defence.  A  perennial  spring  supplied  the  place  with 
water.  Subterraneous  caverns  were  scooped  out  in  the 
mountains,  and  there  were  basins  and  tanks  as  reservoirs  of 
rain-water.  It  was  foreseen  by  the  founders  of  the  city,  that 
the  manners  and  institutions  of  the  nation,  so  repugnant  to 
the  rest  of  mankind,  would  be  productive  of  frequent  wars; 
hence  every  kind  of  provision  against  a  siege,  howsoever  pro- 
tracted; and  exposed  as  they^had  been  to  the  succesisful 
assault  of  Pompey,  their  fears  and  experience  had  taught 
them  many  expedients.  On  the  other  hand,  having  purchased 
the  privilege  of  raising  fortifications  through  the  venality  of 
the  Glaudian  times,  they  constructed  such  walls  in  a  period 
of  peace  as  showed-  they  had  an  eye  to  war;^  while  their 
numbers  were  augmented  by  a  conflux  of  people  from  every 
quarter,  and  from  the  overthrow  of  other  cities ;  for  all  the 
most  indomitable  spirits  took  refage  with  them ;  and  by  con- 
sequence they  lived  in  a  state  of  greater  dissenision.  They  had 
three  armies,  and  as  many  generals.  The  outward  walls,  which 
were  of  the  widest  extent,  were  defended  by  Simon :  John, 
otherwise  called  Bargioras,^  guarded  the  middle  precinct; 

•    *  For  a  description  of  the  Temple,  see  Josephus,  Bell.  Jud.  ▼.  6. 

'  Pompey  had  destroyed  the  outward  walls  of  Jerusalem,  as  men- 
tioned in  c.  9  of  this  book.  The  fortifications  we  find  were  made 
stronger  than  ever.    See  Josephus,  Bell.  Jud.  v.  4. 

'  ^ere  \b  an  error  here  either  of  the  transcribers,  or  of  Tacitus 
himself.    Simon  was  the  son  of  Gioras ;  John,  of  Levi 

t2 
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and  Eleazar  the  Temple.  The  two  former  were  strong  in  the 
number  of  men;  the  latter  in  situation.  But  battles,  plots, 
and  burnings  occurred  among  themselves,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  grain  was  consumed  by  fire.  After  a  short  time,  John, 
sending  a  band  of  assassins  under  colour  of  performing  a  sacri- 
fice,^ to  cut  off  Eleazar  and  his  party,  gained  possession  of 
the  Temple.  From  that  time  the  citizens  separated  into  two 
factions;  and  in  this  state  they  continued  till,  the  Bomans 
approaching,  an  enemy  without  produced  unanimity  within. 

13.  Prodigies  had  occurred  which  that  race,  enslaved  to 
superstition,  but  opposed  to  religion,  held  it  unlawful,  either 
by  vows  or  victims,  to  expiate.  Embattled  armies  were  seen 
rushing  to  the  encounter,^  with  burnished  arms,  and  the 
whole  Temple  appeared  to  blaze  with  fire  that  flashed  from 
the  clouds.  Suddenly  the  portals  of  the  sanctuary  were  flung 
wide  open,  and  a  voice,  in  more  than  mortal  accents,  was 
heard  to  annoomce  that  the  gods  were  going  forth ;  at  the  same 
time,  a  prodigious  bustle,*a8  of  persons  taking  their  departure: 
occurrences  which  few  interpreted  as  indicative  of  impending 
woe  :  the  majority  were  deeply  impressed  with  a  persuasion 
that  it  was  contained  in  the  ancient  writings  of  the  priests, 
that  it  would  come  to  pass  at  that  very  time,  that  the  East 
would  renew  its  strength,  and  they  that  should  go  forth  from 
Judaea  should  be  rulers  of  the  world.  ^  Mysterious  words, 
which  foreshowed  Vespasian  and  Titus:  but  the  people,; 
according  to  the  usual  course  of  human  fondness,  interpreting 
this  consummation  of  destiny  as  referring  to  themselves,  were 
not  induced  to  abandon  their  error  even  by  affliction.  We 
learn  that  the  number  of  the  besieged  of  every  age,  male  and 
female,  was  six  hundred  thousand;^  all  that  were  capable 
bore  arms,  and  more  than  could  be  expected  out  of  that 
number  had  the  fortitude  to  do  so.  The  devotion  of  the 
women  was  equal  to  that  of  the  men ;  and  if  they  must 
needs  move  their  seat,  and  quit  the  habitation  of  their  fiithers, 
they  dreaded  to  live  more  than  to  die.  Such  wa^  the  city^ 
such  the  nation,  against  whioh  Titus  Caesar  determined  to  act 

*  See  Josephus,  BelL  Jud.  ▼.  6. 

'  For  theae  prodigies,  see  Josephus,  Bell.  Jud.  vi  5. 

*  This  prophecy,  referring  to  the  spread  #f  the  Christiaa  religion,  is 
applied  by  Josephus  also  to  .Vespasian/   BelL  Jud.  vi.  5. 

*  Josephus  says  that  eleven  hundred  thousand  perished  during  the 
siege.    BelL  Jud.  vi.  9. 
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by  means  of  mounds  and  mantelets,  since  the  nature  of  the 
locality  was  adverse  to  assault  and  sudden  attacks.  The 
legions  had  each  their  several  duties  assigned  them,  and  there 
was  a  cessation  of  fighting  until  all  the  engines  and  appliances 
for  reducing  cities,  invented  by  ancient  or  modem  genius, 
were  prepared. 

14.  As  for  Civilis,  after  the  check  he  had  received  in  the 
country  of  the  Treverians,  having  recruited  his  army  by  sup- 
plies in  Germany,  he  fixed  his  station  in  the  Old  Camp, 
depending  on  the  strength  of  the  place,  and  that  the  recol- 
lection of  the  exploits  already  performed  there  might  increase 
the  confidence  of  the  barbarians.  Cerealis  followed  him 
thither,  with  an  army  doubled  by  the  junction  of  the  second, 
sixth,  and  fourteenth  legions;  and  the  cohorts  and  cavalry, 
which  had  some  time  before  received  orders  to  come  up  to  his 
assistance,  had  quickened  their  motions  after  the  victory. 
Neither  of  the  commanders' was  an  advocate  for  slow  opera- 
tions; but  the  extent  of  the  plains,  naturally  marshy,  kept 
them  apart;  and  Cerealis  had  increased  their  moisture  by 
erecting  a  mole  athwart  the  Rhine,  by  which  obstruction  the 
water  was.  thrown  back  and  spread  over  the  adjacent  regions. 
Such  was  the  nature  of  the  places  deceptive  from  the  unknown 
variations  in  the  depth,  and  un^vourable  to  us,  inasmuch  as 
the  Eoman  soldiers  wore  heavy  armour,  and  were  fearful  of 
getting  out  of  their  depth;  the  Germans,  on  the  contrary, 
accustomed  to  rivers,  were  enabled  to  keep  their  heads  above 
water,  from  the  lightness  of  their  arms  and  the  height  of 
their  persona 

15.  The  Batavians  therefore  endeavouring  to  provoke  a 
battle,  the  most  forward  of  our  men  commenced  an  engage- 
i^ient.  A  scene  of  confusion  followed,  when  arms  and  horses 
as  well  disappeared  in  the  deeper  parts  of  the  marshes.  The 
Germans,  who  knew  the  shallow  places,  skipped  about  with 
ease  and  safety,  for  the  most  part  declining  an  attack  in 
front,  but  wheeling  round  upon  our  flank  and  rear.  Nor  was 
the  contest  carried  on  at  close  quarters  as  in  a  regular  en- 
gagement upon  land,  but  as  if  it  were  a  naval  combat 'the 
men  shifted  about  amidst  the  waters,  or  if  any  firm  footing 
presented  itseli^  there  grappling  with  their  whole  bodies  at 
liberty,  the  wounded  with  the  unwounded,  those  who  could 

•  Bwim  with  those  who  could  not,  were  inextricably  engaged  in 
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mutual  yianotibn.  The  carnage  however  was  not  propor- 
tioned to  the  confusion,  because  fiie  Romans,  not  venturing  to 
quit  the  marsh,  returned  to  their  camp.  The  issue  of  this 
encounter  stimulated  both  the  generals,  but  with  opposite 
motives,  to  expedite  a  decisive  engagement ;  Civilis  to  follow 
up  his  good  fortuae,  Cereahs  to  efface  the  stain  of  fiiilure. 
The  Germans  were  flushed  with  their  success,  the  Romans 
were  goaded  on  by  a  sense  of  shame.  The  night  was  spent 
by  the  barbarians  in  songs  and  shouting:  by  our  men  in  rage 
and  menaces. 

16.  Next  day  Gerealis  formed  his  entire  front  with  his 
cavalry  and  auxiliary  cohorts ;  the  legions  were  posted  behind 
them.  He  reserved  for  himself  a  chosen  band,  to  act  as 
occasion  might  require.  Civilis  formed  not  in  an  extended 
line,  but  in  platoon&  On  the  right  stood  the  Batavians  and 
Gugemians ;  the  left  was  occupied  by  the  Germans,  with  the 
Bhine  on  their  flank.  No  general  harangue  was  made  to 
either  army,  the  commanders  on  both  sides  exhorting  their 
men  as'  they  came  up  to  them.  Gerealis  called  to  mind  the 
established  renown  of  the  Roman  name,  and  their  victories  of 
ancient  as  well  as  modem  date.  "  In  order  to  extirpate  for 
ever  a  faithless,  dastard,  vanquished  enemy,  it  was  necessary 
to  go  and  inflict  the  punishment  due  to  his  guilt,  rather  than 
to  fight  with  him.  In  the  late  engagement  they  were  inferior 
in  number,  and  yet  the  Germans,  the  bravest  of  the  enemy's 
troops,  fled  before  them.  There  remained  some  still  who  in 
their  minds  bore  the  memory  of  their  flight,  and  on  their 
backs  the  marks  of  wounds."  He  next  applied  to  the  legions 
the  incitements  peculiarly  suited  to  each.  The  fourteenth  he 
called  the  conquerors  of  Britain;  the  example  of  the  sixth,  he 
said,  raised  Galba  to  the  imperial  dignity.  The  soldiers  of 
the  second,  in  that  battle  for  the  first  time  were  to  consecrate 
their  new  baimers  and  their  new  eagle.  From  the  legions  he 
passed  to  the  German  army,  and,  with  hands  outstretched, 
called  upon  them  to  redeem  by  the  blood  of  the  enemy  their 
own  bank  of  the  Rhine,  their  own  camp.  The  acclamations 
were  the  heartier  of  all  those,  who  either  after  a  long  peace 
were  eager  for  war,  or  firom  weariness  of  war  longed  for  peace, 
and  who  anticipated  rewards  and  tranquillity  for  the  future. 

17.  Nor  did  Civilis,  when  he  had  formed  his  troops,  omit 
to  address  them^  appealing  to  the  ground  whereon  they  stood 
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as  the  witness  of  their  TaJour.  "  The  Batavians  ar  ^^  le  Ger- 
mans,** he  said,  "  were  standing  on  the  monuments  of  their 
own  &me,  treading  on  the  ashes  and  bones  of  legions.  The 
Bomans,  whichever  way  they  turned  their  eyes,  had  nothing 
before  ^em  but  memorials  of  captivity  and  defeat.  They 
ought  not  to  be  discouraged  at  the  unfavourable  turn  of  the 
battle  in  the  Treverian  territory;  their  own  victory  on  that 
occasion  stood  in  the  way  of  the  Germans,  whilst,  neglecting 
to  use  their  weapons,  they  encumbered  their  hands  with 
plunder.  From  that  moment  they  met  with  nothing  but 
success,  while  the  Romans  had  had  to  struggle  with  every 
difficulty.  Whatever  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  the  skill 
of  a  general,  had  been  made— the  fields  were  inundated,  while 
they  themselves  were  aware  of  their  nature,  and  swamps 
formed  which  would  prove  &tal  to  their  enemies.  The  Ehine 
and  the  gods  of  Germany  were  before  their  eyes,  under  whose 
protection  he  bade  them  apply  themselves  to  the  battle,  mind- 
ful of  their  wives,  their  parents,  and  their  country.  That 
day  would  either  rank  them  among  the  most  renowned  of 
their  ancestors,  or  hand  them  down  to"  posterity  with  infiamy." 
When  his  words  had  been  applauded  by  the  clangour  of  arms 
and  dancing,  (such  is  their  custom,)  ^  they  commenced  the 
battle  by  a  discharge  of  stone  balls  and  other  missiles;  but 
our  men  did  not  enter  the  fens,  though  the  Germans  annoyed 
them  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  them  forward. 

IS.  Their  store  of  darts  exhausted,  and  the  battle  kindling, 
the  enemy  charged  with  greater  determination*  With  their 
long  spears  and  towering  persons,  they  were  able  at  a  distance 
to  pierce  the  Eomans,  who  were  tossed  to  and  fro,  and  could 
not  keep  their  footing.  A  solid  mass  of  the  Bructerians,  in 
the  form  of  a  wedge,  swam  across  from  the  mole  which,  as  I 
have  stated,  had  been  extended  into  the  Bhine.  In  that 
quarter  the  Bomans  were  thrown  into  disorder,  and  the  auxi- 
liary cohorts  began  to  give  way,  when  the  legions  advanced  to 
sustain  the  fight,  and  diecking  the  impetuous  career  of  the 
enemy,  the  battle  was  restored  to  an  equal  footing.  In  that 
moment  a  Batavian  deserter  came  up  to  Cerealis,  and  assured 
him  that  the  enemy  might  be  attacked  in  the  rear,  if  some 
cavalry  were  sent  round  the  extremity  of  the  fen.  The 
ground,  he  said,  was  in  that  part  firm,  and  the  Gugemians 
1  See  Kanners  of  the  Germans,  c  11. 
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who  guarded  that  quarter  were  not  on  the  alert  Two  squad- 
rons of  horse,  sent  with  the  deserter,  surrounded  the  un- 
suspecting enemy;  and  the  event  being  announced  by  a  shout^ 
the  legions  at  the  same  time  bore  down  in  front  The  bar- 
barians gave  way,  and  fled  towards  the  Rhine.  Had  the  fleet 
been  diligent  in  pmrsuing  them,  that  day  would  have  closed 
the  war.  The  approach  of  night,  and  a  sudden  storm  of  rain, 
hindered  even  the  cavalry  from  following  them  up. 

19.  Next  day,  the  fourteenth  legion  was  sent  into  the  upper 
province  to  Annius  Gallus;^  Cerealis  made  up  the  deficiency 
thus  occasioned  in  his  army,  by  the  tenth  from  Spain.  Civilis 
was  reinforced  by  the  Chaucians ;  but  without  attempting  to 
take  active  measures  in  defence  of  the  Batavian  cities.^  After 
carrying  off  whatever  was  portable,  he  set  fire  to  the  rest,  and 
retired  to  the  island;  aware  that  the  Eomans  could  not  follow 
him  without  constructing  a  bridge,  and  for  that  purpose  they 
had  no  boats  in  readiness;  nay,  he  even  demolished  the  mole 
formed  by  Drusus  Germanicus,^  and  by  dissipating  the  ob- 
struction caused  the  river  to  pursue  its  rapid  course  towards 
GauL  The  river  being  thus  as  it  were  swept  away,  its  dimi- 
nished stream  made  the  space  between  the  island  and  Germany 
assume  the  form  of  an  uninterrupted  continent  Tutor  also 
and  Classicus  passed  over  the  Bhine,  with  a  hundred  and 
thirteen  Treverian  senators.*  Alpinus  Montanus,  the  deputy 
sent,  as  above  mentioned,^  from  Cremona  by  Antonius  Primus 
to  the  states  of  Gaul,  was  one  of  the  number.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  his  brother  Decimus  Alpinus.  At  the  same 
time  the  rest  of  his  adherents  exerted  themselves  in  collecting 
troops  among  those  nations  that  delighted  in  dangerous 
enterprises,  by  exciting  compassion,  and  by  gifts. 
*  20.  And  so  great  were  the  means  of  prosecuting  the  war 
still  left,  that  Civilis,  dividing  his  army  into  four  parts, 
attacked  on  the  same  day  the  Roman  cohorts,  the  cavalry, 
and  the  legions;  the  tenth  legion  at  Arenacum;  the  second 
at  Batavodurum ;  and  the  auxiliaries  in  their  entrenchments 

*  Annius  Gallus  has  been  mentioned,  Hist.  iv.  68. 

'  These  towns  lay  between  the  Meuse  (Mosa)  and  the  Rhine,  sup- 
posed to  be  Gennep,  Cleves,  and  Nizneguen. 

'  For  the  bank  raised  by  Dnisus,  see  Annals,  ziii  53. 

*  We  have  seen  a  senate  and  magistrates  among  the  Fnsians,  Annals, 

XL  19. 

*  See  Hist  iii  35 ;  iv.  31. 
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at  Grinnes  and  Yada.  In  this  enterprise^  Ciyilis  headed  one 
of  the  divisions;  Verax,  his  sister's  son,  led  the  second; 
Classicas  and  Tutor  had  their  separate  commands :  nor  in  all 
their  attempts,  did  they  act  in  confidence  of  success;  but 
where  much  was  hazarded,  the  issue  in  some  quarter  might 
be  prosperous.  They  knew  that  Cerealis  was  not  an  officer 
of  tiie  strictest  caution;  and  therefore  hoped,  that,  while  he 
was  distracted  by  different  tidings,  hastening  from  one  post 
to  another,  he  might  be  intercepted  on  his  march.  The  party 
destined  to  storm  the  quarters  of  the  tenth  legion,  judging 
it  an  enterprise  of  too  much  danger,  were  content  with  sur- 
prising such  of  the  soldiers  as  had  gone  out  of  the  camp,  and 
were  occupied  in  hewing  wood.  In  this  attack,  the  prsBfect 
of  the  camp,  five  principal  centurions,  and  a  few  soldiers, 
were  cut  to  pieces.  The  rest  took  shelter  within  the  entrench- 
ments. Meanwhile  at  Batavodurum  they  exerted  themselves 
to  destroy  a  bridge  which  the  Romans  had  in  part  constructed 
over  the  river;  the  troops  engaged,  but  night  parted  them 
before  the  victory  was  decided. 

21.  The  afi^rs  at  Grinnes  and  Yada  were  of  a  more  critical 
character.  Civilis  led  the  assault  on  Grinnes,  Classicus  that 
on  Vada;  nor  could  they  be  checked,  the  bravest  of  the 
troops  having  iallen  in  the  attempt,  and  amongst  them  Bri- 
ganticus,  at  the  head  of  a  squadron  of  horse;  a  man,  as 
already  stated,  distinguished  by  his  fidelity  to  Rome,  and  his 
hostility  to  Civilis,  his  imcle.^  But  when  Cerealis,  with  a 
select  body  of  cavalry,  came  up  to  their  relief,  the  fortune  of 
the  day  was  changed,  and  the  Germans  were  sent  flying  into 
the  river.  Civilis,  whUe  attempting  to  stop  their  fQght,  was 
recognised,  and  assailed  with  a  shower  of  darts;  but  he 
quitted  his  horse  and  swam  across  the  river.  Yerax  escaped 
in  the  same  way :  Tutor  and  Classicus  were  conveyed  away 
in  boats  that  were  brought  to  the  shore  £Dr  the  purpose. 
The  Roman  fleet,  notwithstanding  positive  orders,  failed  again 
to  co-operate  witii  the  land  forces;  but  they  were  restrained 
by  fear,  and  the  circumstance  of  the  rowers  being  dispersed 
on  various  other  duties.  It  must  be  admitted  that  Cerealis 
did  not  allow  due  time  for  the  execution  of  his  orders;  hasty 
in  taking  his  measures,  but  eminently  successful  in  their 
issue.  Where  his  conduct  was  liable  to  censure,  fortune 
>  See  Histi  iv.  70. 


282  THE  HISTORY.  [Kt. 

aided  bim;  and,  by  consequence,  discipline  fell  into  neglect 
•witb  bimself  and  army.     Only  a  few  days  after,  tbougb  be  - 
bad  tbe  luck  to  escape  being  made  a  prisoner,  be  fell  under 
merited  censure. 

23.  Going  to  Bonna  and  Noresium  occasionally  to  inspect 
tbe  camps  erecting  at  tbose  places  for  the  winter-quarters  of 
tbe  legions,  be  was  in  tbe  habit  of  returning  witb  bis  fleet, 
bis  forces  proceeding  in  a  disorderly  manner,  and  no  atten- 
tion being  paid  to  tbe  watches.  Tbe  Germans  observed  their 
negligence,  and  concerted  a  plan  of  surprising  them.  They 
chose  a  night  overcast  witb  clouds,  and,  shooting  down  the 
river,  entered  tbe  entrenchments  without  opposition.  They 
began  tbe  carnage  with  a  stratagem :  they  cut  tbe  cords  of 
the  tents,  and  butchered  the  men  as  they  lay  enveloped  in 
their  own  dwellings.  Another  party,  in  the  meantime,  sur- 
prised tbe  fleet,  threw  grappling  instruments  on  the  vessels, 
and  hauled  them  away.  And  as  they  approached  in  silence 
to  escape  discovery,  so,  when  the  slaughter  was  begun,  they 
raised  a  deafening  shout  to  add  to  the  alarm.  Roused  by 
tbe  wounds  inflicted  on  them,  tbe  Romans  seek  their  arms, 
hurry  through  the  avenues  of  tbe  camp :  a  few  of  them  pro- 
perly armed,  most  of  them  with  their  vestments  wrapped 
round  their  arms,  and  witb  their  swords  drawn.  Tbe  general, 
half  asleep  and  almost  naked,  was  saved  by  a  blunder  of  tbe 
enemy ;  for  they  carried  off  tbe  praetorian  ship,  in  which  a 
flag  was  hoisted,  under  an  impression  that  tbe  general  was 
aboard.  Gerealis  bad  been  passing  tbe  night  elsewhere,  as 
was  generally  believed,  on  account  of  an  illicit  amour  witb 
Claudia  Sacrata,  an  Ubian  woman.  Tbe  sentinels  made  an 
excuse  for  their  guilt  that  did  no  honour  to  tbe  general; 
alleging  that'  their  orders  were  to  observe  silence,  that  they 
might  not  disturb  bis  rest,  and,  by  consequence,  making  no 
signal,  and  using  no  watch-word,  they  themselves  were  over- 
powered with  sleep.  It  was  broad  day-light  when  tbe  Ger- 
mans sailed  back,  towing  witb  them  tbe  captured  vessels,  and 
;  among  them  tbe  prsetorian  galley,  which  they  hauled  up  tbd 
river  Luppia,^  as  an  offering  to  Veleda. 

23.  Civilis  conceived  a  vehement  desire  of  ezbibitmg  a 
naval  armament :  be  manned  all  tbe  vessels  witb  two  ranks 
of  oars,  and  even  tbose  which  were  impelled  by  one  rank, 
'  Luppia,  now  the  Lippe.    For  Veleda,  see  Hist  iv.  61. 
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To-  these  he  added  a  prodigious  number  of  small  craft, 
among  which  were  thirty  or  forty  fitted  out  like  the  Roman 
Libumian  galleys.  The  barks  lately  taken  from  the  Romans 
were  supplied,  in  lieu  of  sails,  with  mantles  of  various 
colours,  which  made  no  unbecoming  appearance.  The 
Bpot  chosen  for  this  naval  exhibition  was  a  space  resem- 
bling a  sea^  where  the  Rhine  discharges  itself  through 
the  mouth  of  the  Mosa^  into  the  ocean.  The  motives  for 
fitting  out  this  fleet,  in  addition  to  the  inherent  vanity  of  the 
Batavians,  was  to  prevent  the  supplies  on  their  way  from 
Gaul,  by  the  terror  it  would  inspire.  Cerealis,  from  the 
strangeness  of  the  thing  rather  than  apprehension,  drew  out 
against  it  a  fleet  inferior  in  number,  but  in  the  skill  of  the 
mariners,  the  experience  of  the  pilots,  and  the  size  of  the 
vessels,  superior.  The  Romans  sailed  with  the  current ;  the 
enemy  had  the  wind  in  their  favour.  Thus,  brushing  by 
each  other,  they  parted  after  a  faint  discharge  of  light  darts. 
Civilis,  without  attempting  anything  further,  retired  beyond 
the  Rhine ;  Cerealis  laid  waste  the  isle  of  Batavia  with  deter- 
mined hostility,  leaving  however  the  lands  and  houses  of 
Civilis  untouched;  according  to  the  known  policy  of  military 
commanders.  But  during  these  proceedings,  as  it  was  now 
the  latter  end  of  autumn,  and  the  rainy  season  had  set  in, 
the  river,  swelling  above  its  banks,  so  completely  inundated 
the  naturally  low  and  swampy  island,  that  it  presented  the 
appearance  of  a  lake.  No  ships  were  at  hand ;  no  means  of 
getting  provisions ;  and  the  tents,  which  stood  on  a  flat,  were 
carried  away  by  the  force  of  the  waters. 

2L  Civilis  pleaded  it  as  a  merit  on  his  part,  that  the 
Roman  army,  in  this  juncture,  might  have  been  cut  off,  and 
that  the  Germans  wished  it,  but  were  by  his  artifices  diverted 
from  the  enterprise.  The  surrender  by  that  chief,  which 
followed  soon  after,  made  this  account  not  improbable.  For 
Cerealis,  by  secret  agents,  ofiered  terms  of  peace  to  the  Bata- 
vians, and  a  promise  of  pardon  to  Civilis;  and  at  the  samei 
time  suggested  to  Yeleda  and  her  fiimily  to  change  the  for- 
time  of  the  war,  hitherto  pregnant  with  disasters  to  them,  by 
conferring  a  well-timed  fevour  upon  the  Romans.  "The 
Treverians  were  cut  to  pieces,  the  Ubians  reduced,  and  the 
Batavians  shorn  of  their  country;  nor  did  aught  result  from 
1  For  the  mouth  of  the  Mease,  see  Annals,  it  6. 
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the  friendship  of  Civilis,  but  wounds,  banishment,  and 
mourning.  Civilis  was  now  an  exile  and  outcast  from  his 
country,  a  burthen  to  those  who  harboured  him.  Enough  of 
error  had  they  committed  in  so  often  crossing  the  Rhine.  If 
they  carried  their  machinations  further,  iniquity  and  guilt 
would  be  on  one  side;  on  the  other,  a  just  retribution  and 
the  gods." 

25,  Menaces  were  mingled  with  his  promises.  The  attach- 
ment of  the  nations  beyond  the  Rhine  giving  way,  the  Bata- 
vians  also  began  to  express  dissatisfaction.  "  It  was  unwise," 
they  said,  "to  persist  in  a  desperate  cause;  nor  was  it 
possible  that  a  single  nation  could  deliver  the  world  from 
bondage.  By  the  daughter  of  the  legions,  and  the  firing  of 
the  Roman  camps,  what  end  had  been  answered,  except  that 
of  bringing  into  the  field  a  greater  number  of  legions  and 
more  efficient?  If  the  war  was  waged  for  Vespasian,  Vespa- 
sian was  master  of  the  empire.  If  they  were  challenging  the 
Roman  people  to  a  trial  of  strength,  what  proportion  did  the 
Batavians  bear  to  the  whole  human  race  ?  Let  them  turn 
their  eyes  to  Rhsetia,  to  Noricum,  and  the  burthens  borne  by 
the  other  allies  of  Rome.  From  the  Batavians  Rome  exacted 
no  tribute :  men  and  valour  were  all  she  enjoined.  This  was 
all  but  freedom;  and  if  they  were  to  choose  who  should  rule 
over  them,  it  was  more  honourable  to  submit  to  the  emperor 
of  Rome,  than  the  female  rulers  of  the  Germans."  Such  was 
the  reasoning  of  the  common  people.  The  nobles  com- 
plained that,  "  exasperated  themselvegf,  they  were  hurried  into 
the  war  by  the  more  violent  frenzy  of  Civilis ;  that  he  had 
sought  to  avert  the  calamities  of  his  house  by  the  ruin  of 
his  country.  Then  it  was  that  the  gods  were  offended  at  the 
Batavians,  when  the  legions  were  being  besieged,  commanders 
murdered,  and  a  war  undertaken  which  held  out  the  only 
hope  to  one  man,  but  was  fatal  to  themselves.  They  were 
now  on  the  brink  of  destruction,  unless  they  set  about 
retracing  their  steps,  and  demonstrating  their  contrition,  by 
punishing  the  originator  of  their  guilt," 

26.  Civilis  perceived  this  turn  in  the  sentiments  of  his 
countrymen,  and  resolved  to  be  beforehand  with  them;  not 
only  because  he  was  weary  of  the  calamities  of  war,  but 
from  the  hope  of  saving  his  life,  a  feeling  which  often  sub- 
dues noble  minds.     He  desired  a  conference.     The  bridge 
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over  the  Nabalia  ^  was  broken  through  in  the  middle ;  the 
two  chiefs  advanced  to  the  extremities  of  the  chasm,  when 
Civilis  thus  began:  "Were  I  pleading  my  cause  before  a 
commander  of  Vitellius,  I  should  neither  deserve  pardon  for 
what  I  have  done,  nor  credit  for  what  I  state.  Vitellius 
and  I  were  mortal  foes;  we  acted  with  avowed  hostility.  The 
quarrel  was  begun  by  him ;  it  was  inflamed  by  me.  Towards 
Vespasian  I  have  long  behaved  with  respect.  While  he  was 
yet  a  private  man,  we  were  reputed  friends.  This  was  well 
understood  by  Antonius  Primus;  by  whose  letters^  I  was 
urged  to  kindle  the  flame  of  war,  lest  the  Oerman  legions 
and  the  youth  of  Gaul  should  pass  over  the  Alps.  The 
instructions  Antonius  communicated  by  letters,  Hordeonius 
Flaccus  gave  in  person.  I  stirred  up  a  war  in  Germany  in 
the  same  manner  as  Mucianus  did  in  Syria,  Aponius  in 
MoBsia,  and  Flavianus  in  Pannonia.'*^ 

^  This  was  the  caoskl  of  Drusns,  which  was  made  from  the  Ehine  to 
the  Sala,  or  Issel.    See  Annals,  ii.  8. 

'  Letters  from  Antonius;  exciting  Civilis  to  a  war,  in  order  to  hinder 
the  legions  on  the  Bhine  from  marching  to  support  Vitellius  in  Italy. 
See  Hist.  iv.  18. 

®  The  rest  of  the  Histoiy  is  lost,  and  with  it  the  siege  of  Jerusalem, 
with  the  reigns  of  Vespasian,  Titus,  and  Domitian. 
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A    TREATISE 

OK 

THE   SITUATION,  MANNERS,  AND    INHABITANTS 

ov 

GERMANY.! 


1.  Gbrkany^  is  separated  from  Gaul^  Rhsetia,^  and  Pannonia/ 
by  the  rivers  Rhine  and  Danube;  from  Sarmatia  and  Dacia,  by 
mountains  ^  and  mutual  dread.  The  rest  is  surrounded  by  an 
ocean,  embracing  broad  promontories  ^  and  vast  insular  tracts/ 
in  which  our  military  expeditions  have  lately  discovered 
various  nations  and  kingdoms.  The  Ehine,  issuing  from  the 
inaccessible  and  precipitous  summit  of  the  Rheetic  Alps,^ 

'  This  treatise  was  writtto  in  the  year  of  Borne  851,  A.D.  98;  during 
the  fourth  consulate  of  the  emperor  Nerva,  and  the  third  of  Trajan. 

'  The  Germany  here  meant  is  that  beyond  the  Rhine.  The  Germania 
Cisrhenana,  divided  into  the  Upper  and  Lower,  was  a  part  of  Gallia 
Belgica. 

'  Rhsetia  comprehended  the  countiy  of  the  Grisons,  with  part  of 
Suabia  and  Bavaria. 

^  Lower  Himgaiy,  and  part  of  Austria. 

'  The  Carpathian  mountains  in  Upper  Hungary. 

•  "Broad  promontories."  Latos  smus.  Sinus  strictly  signifies  "a 
bending,"  especially  inwards.  Hence  it  is  applied  to  a  gulf,  or  bay,  of 
the  sea.  And  hence,  again,  by  metonymy,  to  that  projecting  part  of 
the  land,  whereby  the  gulf  is  formed;  and  still  further  to  any  promon- 
tory or  peninsula.  It  is  in  this  latter  force  it  is  here  used ; — and  refers 
especially  to  the  Danish  peninsula.  See  Livy,  xxvii  30,  xxxviii.  5;  Ser- 
>ius  on  Virgil,  JEjl  xi.  626. 

^  Scandinavia  and  Finland,  of  which  the  Romans  had  a  veiy  slight 
knowledge,  were  supposed  to  be  islands. 

*  The  mountains  of  the  Grisons.  That  in  which  the  Rhine  rises  is 
at  present  called  Yogelbeig. 
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bends  gently  to  the  west,  and  falls  into  the  Northern  Ocean. 
The  Danube,  poured  from  the  easy  and  gently-raised  ridge 
of  Mount  Abnoba,^  visits  several  nations  in  its  course,  till  at 
length  it  bursts  out  ^  by  six  channels  ^  into  the  Pontic  sea :  a 
seventh  is  lost  in  marshes. 

2.  The  people  of  Germany  appear  to  me  indigenous,^  and 
free  from  intermixture  with  foreigners,  either  as  settlers 
or  casual  visitants.  For  the  emigrants  of  former  ages  per- 
formed their  expeditions  not  by  land,  but  by  water  ;^  and 
that  immense,  and,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  hostile  ocean,  is  rarely 
navigated  by  ships  from  our  world.®  Then,  besides  the  dan- 
gers of  a  boisterous  and  imknown  sea,  who  would  relinquish 
Asia,  Africa,  or  Italy,  for  Germany,  a  land  rude  in  its  suiface, 
rigorous  in  its  climate,  cheerless  to  every  beholder  and  culti- 
vator^ except  _a  native  ?  In  their  ancient  songs,'^  which  are 
their  only  records  or  annals,  they  celebrate  the  god  Tuisto,^ 

^  Now  called  Schwartz-wald,  or  the  Black  Forest  The  same  Da- 
nubius  was  given  to  that  portion  of  the  river  which  is  included  between 
ita  source  and  Vindobona  (Vienna);  throughout  the  rest  of  its  course  it 
was  called  Ister. 

*  Donee  ervmpat.  The  term  erwnpat  is  most  correctly  and  graphi- 
cally employed ;  for  the  Danube  discharges  its  waters  into  the  Euxine 
with  so  great  force,  that  its  course  may  be  distinctly  traced  for  miles 
out  to  sea. 

*  There  are  now  but  five. 

*  The  ancient  writers  called  all  nations  mdigena  {i.  e,  inde  geniti), 
or  avr6xOo¥€s,  "sprung  from  the  soil,"  of  whose  origin  they  were 
ignorant. 

'  It  is,  however,  well  established  that  the  ancestors  of  the  Gennans 
migrated  by  land  from  Asia.  Tacitus  here  falls  into  a  very  common 
kind  of  error,  in  assuming  a  local  feuHi  (viz.  the  manner  in  wMch  migra- 
tions took  place  in-^e  ba«in  of  the  Mediterranean)  to  be  the  expression 
of  a  general  law. — Ed. 

"  Drusus,  father  of  the  emperor  Claudius,  was  the  first  Roman  ge- 
neral who  navigated  the  Qerman  Ocean.  The  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  Germanicus  met  with  from  the  storms  of  this  sea  are  related  in 
the  Annals,  ii.  23. 

7  All  barbarous  nations,  in  all  ages,  have  applied  verse  to  the  same 
use,  as  is  still  found  to  be  the  case  among  the  North  American  Indians, 
Charlemagne,  as  we  ane  told  by  Eginhart,  "wrote  out  and  committed 
to  memory  barbarous  yerses  of  great  antiquity,  in  which  the  actions 
and  wars  of  ancient  kings  were  recorded." 

"  The  learned  Leibnitz  supposes  this  Tuisto  to  have  been  the  Teut  or 

Teutates  so  famous  throughout  Qaul  and  Spain,  who  was  a  Celto- 

Scythian  king  or  hero,  and  subdued  and  civilized  a  great  part  of  Europe 

and  Asia.    Various  other  conjectures  have  been  formed  concerning  him 

'  and  his  son  Mannus,  but  most  of  them  extremely  vague  and  improbable^ 

Among 
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sprung  from  the  earth,  and  his  son  Mannus,  as  the  fathers 
and  founders  of  their  race.  To  Mannus  they  ascribe  three 
spns,  from  whose  names  ^  the  people  bordering  on  the  ocean 
are  called  Ingaevones;  those  inhabiting  the  central  parts, 
Herminones  j  the  rest,  Istsevones.  Some,^  however,  assuming 
the  licence  of  antiquity,  afl&rm  that  there  were  more  descen- 
dants of  the  god,  from  whom  more  appellations  were  derived; 
as  those  of  the  Marsi,^  Gambrivii,*  Suevi,^  and  Vandalij^ 
and  that  these  are  the  genuine  and  original  namesJ    That 

Among  the  rest,  it  has  been  thought  that  in  Mannus  and  his  three  sons 
an  obscure  tradition  is  preserved  of  Adam,  and  his  sons  Cain,  Abe],  and 
Seth;  or  of  Noah,  and  his  sons  Sham,  Ham,  and  Japhet. 

^  Conringius  interprets  the  names  of  the  sons  of  Mannus  into  Ingaff, 
Istaf,  and  Hennin. 

^  Pliny,  iv.  14,  embraces  a  middle  opinion  between  these,  and  men- 
tions five  capital  tribes.  The  Vindili,  to  whom  belong  the  Burgun- 
diones,  Varini,  Carini,  and  Quttones;  the  Ingaevones,  including  the 
Cimbri,  Teutoni,  and  Chauci;  the  Istsevones,  near. the  Rhine,  part  of 
whom  are  the  midland  Cimbri;  the  Hermiones,  containing  the  Suevi, 
Hermunduri,  Catti,  and  Cherusci ;  and  the  Peucini  and  Baistamse,  bor- 
dering upon  the  Dacians. 

^  The  Marsi  appear  to  have  occupied  various  portions  of  the  north- 
west part  of  Germany  at  various  times.  In  the  time  of  Tiberius  (a.d. 
14)  they  sustained  a  great  slaughter  from  the  forces  of  Germanicus, 
who  ravaged  their  country  for  fifty  miles  with  fire  and  sword,  sparing 
neither  age  nor  sex,  neither  things  profane  nor  sacred.  (See  Ann.  i  51.) 
At  this  period  they  were  occupying  the  coimtry  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Rura  (Ruhr),  a  tributary  of  Qie  Rhine.  Probably  this  slaughter 
was  the  destruction  of  them  as  a  separate  people;  and  by  the  time  that 
Trajan  succeeded  to  the  Imperial  power  they  seem  to  have  been  blotted 
out  from  amongst  the  Germanic  tribes.  Hence  their  name  will  not  be 
found  in  the  following  account  of  Germany. 

*  These  people  are  mentioned  by  Strabo,  vii  1,  3.  Their  locality  is 
not  very  easy  to  determine. 

*  See  note,  c.  38. 

^  The  Vandals  are  said  to  have  derived  their  name  from  the  German 
word  toendeln,  "to  wander."  They  began  to  be  troublesome  to  the 
Romans  a.d.  160,  in  the  reigns  of  Aurelius  and  Verus.  In  a.d.  410 
they  made  themselves  masters  of  Spain  in  conjunction  with  the  Alans 
and  Suevi,  and  received  for  their  share  what  from  them  was  termed 
Vaildalusia  (Andalusia).  In  A.D.  429  they  crossed  into  Africa  under 
Genseric,  who  not  only  made  himself  master  of  Byzacium,  GsBtulia,  and 
part  of  Numidia,  but  also  crossed  over  into  Italy,  a.d.  455,  and  plun* 
dered  Rome.    After  the  death  of  Genseric  the  Vandal  power  declined. 

7  That  is,  those  of  the  Marsi,  Gambrivii,  &c.  Those  of  IngaBvones, 
IstsSvones,  and  Hermiones,  were  not  so  much  names  of  the  peq^Ie,  as 
terms  expressing  their  situation.  For,  according  to  the  most^  learned 
Gennans,  the  Ingeevones  are  die  InwoJi/ner,  those  dwelling  inwardb» 
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of  Germany,  on  the  other  hand,  they  assert  to  be  a  modem 
addition;^  for  that  the  people  who  first  crossed  the  Ehine, 
and  expelled  the  Gauls,  and  are  now  called  Timgri,  were  then 
named  Germans;  which  appellation  of  a  particular  tribe,  not 
6f  a  whole  people,  gradually  prevailed;  so  that  the  title  of 
Germans,  first  assumed  by  the  victors  in  order  to  excite  terror, 
was  afterwards  adopted  by  the  nation  in  general^  They  have 
likewise  the  tradition  of  a  Hercules^  of  &eir  country,  whose 
praises  they  sing  before  those  of  all  other  heroes  as  they 
advance  to  battle. 

3.  A  peculiar  kind  of  verses  is  also  current  among  them, 
by  the  recital  of  which,  termed  *'i)arding,"  *  they  stimulate 

towairds  the  sea;  the  Istseyones,  die  Westwohner,.  the  inhabitants  of  the 
western  parts ;  and  the  Hermiones,  die  Serwrnoohiier^  the  midland  inha- 
bitanta 

^  It  is  howeyer  found  in  an  inscription  so  far  back  as  the  year  of 
Borne  531,  before  Christ  222,  recording  the  victory  of  Claudius  Mar- 
cellus  over  the  Galli  Insubres  and  their  allies  the  Qermans,  at  Clasti- 
dium,  now  Chiastezzo  in  the  Milanese. 

'  This  is  illustrated  by  a  passage  in  Caesar,  Bell.  GalL  IL  4,  where, 
after  mentioning  that  several  of  the  BelgSB  were  descended  from  the 
Germans  who  had  formerly  crossed  the  j^une  and  expelled  the  Qauls, 
he  says,  'Hhe  first  of  these  emigrants  were  the  Condnisii,  Eburones^ 
Cseresi,  and  Psemani,  who  wore  called  by  the  common  name  of  Ger- 
mans." The  derivation  of  German  is  Wehr  rncmn,  a  warrior,  or  man  of 
war.  This  appellation  was  first  used  by  the  victorious  Cisrhenane 
tribes,  but  not  by  the  whole  Transrhenane  nation,  till  they  gradually 
adopted  it,  as  equally  due'to  them  on  account  of  their  military  repu- 
tation. The  Tungri  were  formerly  a  people  of  great  name,  the  relics  of 
which  still  exist  in  the  extent  of  the  dutrict  now  termed  the  ancient 
diocese  of  Tongres. 

'  Under  this  name  Tacitus  speaks  of  some  German  deity,  whose 
attributes  coiresponded  in  the  main  with  those  of  the  Greek  and  Boman 
Hercules.  What  he  was  called  by  the  Germans  is  a  matter  of  doubt.— 
White. 

*^  Q»em  hctrditwn  voeant.  The  word  harditm  is  of  Gallic  origin,,  being 
derived  from  bardif  "bards;"  it  being  a  custom  with  the  Gauls  for 
bards  to  accompany  the  army»  and  celebrate  tiie  heroic  deeds  of  their 
great  warriors;  so  that  Jxirditum  would  thus  signify  "the  fulfilment  of 
the  bard's  office."  Hence  it  is  clear  that  bordittun  could  not  be  used 
correctly  here,  inasmuch  as  amongst  the  Germans  not  any  particular, 
appointed,  body  of  men,  but  the  whole  army  chanted  forth  the  war- 
song.  Some  editions  have  haritum,  which  ia  said  to  be  derived  from 
the  German  word  beren,  or  haeren,  "to  shout;"  and  hence  it  ia  trans- 
lated in  some  dictionaries  as,  "the  G^^man  war-song."  From  the  fol- 
lowing passage  extracted  from  Facciolati,  it  would  seem,  however,  that 
German  critics  repudiate  this  idea:  "  i)e  harito,  damore  bellico,  seu,  ut 
quasdam  habent  exemplaria,  bardUOy  nihil  audiuimua  nunc  in  Germanift : 
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their  courage;  while  the  sound  itself  serves  lb  an  augury  of 
the  event  of  the  impending  eombat.  For^  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  cry  proceeding  from  the  line,  terror  is  inspired 
or  felt:  nor  does  it  seem  so  much  an  articulate  song,  as  the 
wild  chorus  of  valour.  A  harsh,  piercing  note,  and  a  brdken 
roar,  are  the  favourite  tones;  which  they  render  more  full 
and  sonorous  by  applying  their  mouths  to  their  shielda^ 
Some  conjecture  that  Ulysses,  in  the  course  of  his  long  and 
fabulous  wanderings,  was  driven  into  this  ocean,  and  landed 
in  Germany ;  and  that  Asciburgium,^  a  place  situated  on  the 
Ehine,  and  at  this  day  inhabited,  was  founded  by  him,  and 
named  'AaKiirvpyiov.  Tlfty  pretend  that  an  a]tar  was  for-- 
merly  discovered  here,  con6e«rated  to  Ulysses,  with  the  name 
of  his  fisither  Laertes  subjoined;  and  that  certain  monuments 

nud  hoc.dixerimiis,  qu6d  hrtichJty  vol  hrecfUf  xnilites  Geimam  apD 
coDsuevenint;  eoncursum  videlioet  eertantium,  et  damorem  ad  plf_ 
descendentium;  quern  har^  haVf  bar,  Bonuisse  nonnuUi  affirxuant." — 
(Audr.  Althameri,  SchoL  in  C.  Tacit.  De  Germania.)  Ritter,  himself  a 
German,  affirms  that  baritus  is  a  reading  worth  nothing;  and  that 
harritus  was  not  the  name  of  the  ancient  German  war-song,  but  of  the 
shout  raised  by  the  Romans  in  later  ages  when  on  the  point  of  engaging; 
and  that  it  was  derived  "  a  clamore  barrorum,  t.  e.  elephantorum."  The 
same  learned  editor  considers  that  the  words  **  quern  bardittmi  vocant" 
have  been  originally  the  marginal  annotation  of  some  unsound  scholar, 
and  have  been  incorporated  by  some  transcriber  into  the  text  of  his 
MS.  copy,  whence  the  error  has  spread.  He  therefore  encloses  them 
I  between  brackets,  to  show  that)  in  his  judgment,  they  are  not  the 
genuine  production  of  the  pen  of  Tacitus. — WkUe. 

^  A  very  curious  coinddenoe  with  the  ancient  Qerman  opinion  con- 
cerning the  prophetic  nature  of  the  war-ciy  or  song,  appears  in  the  foV 
lowii^g  passage  of  the  Life  of  Sir  Ewen  Cameron,  in  "  Pennant's  Tour," 
1769,  Append,  p.  868.  At  the  battle  of  Killicranlde,  just  before  the 
fight  began,  ''he  (Sir  Ewen)  oommcmded  such  of  the  Oamerons  as  weire 
posted  near  him  to  make  a  great  shout,  which  being  seconded  by  those 
who  stood  on  the  right  and  left,  ran  quickly  through  the  whole  army, 
and  was  returned  by  the  enemy.  But  the  noise  of  the  muskets  and 
cannon,  with  the  echoing  of  the  hills,  made  the  Highlandera  fiincy  that 
their  shouts  were  much  louder  and  brisker  than  those  of  the  enemy, 
and  Lochiel  cried  out, '  Gentlemen,  take  courage,  the  day  is  ours :  I  am 
the  oldest  commander  in  the  army,  and  have  always  observed  something 
ominous  and  fatal  in  such  a  dull,  hollow,  and  feeble  noise  as  the  enemy 
made  in  their  shout^  which  prognosticates  that  they  are  all  doomed  to  die 
by  our  hands  this  night;  whereas  ours  was  brisk,  lively,  and  strong,  and 
shows  we  have  vigour  and  courage.'  These  words,  spreading  qui<Aij 
through  the  army,  animated  the  troops  in  a  strange  manner.  The  event 
justified  the  prediction :  the  Highlanders  obtained  a  complete  victory.*' 
'  Now  Asburg  in  the  county  of  Meurs. 
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and  tombs,  inscribed  "with  Greek  charaoters,-^  are  still  eitant 
apon  the  confines  of  Germany  and  Bhsetia.  These  all^ations 
I  shall  neither  attempt  to  confirm  nor  to  refute :  let  every 
one  believe  concerning  them  as  he  is  disposed. 

4.  I  concur  in  opinion  with  those  who  deem  the  Germans 
never  to  have  intermarried  with  other  nations;  but  to  be 
a  race,  pure,  immixed,  and  stamped  with  a  diiiinct  character. 
Hence  a  &mily  likeness  pervades  the  whole,  though  their 
numbers  are  so  great :  eyes  stem  and  blue;  ruddy  hair;  largo 
bodies,^  powerful  in  sudden  exertions,  but  impatient  of  toil 
and  labour,  least  of  all  capable  of  sustaining  thir^  and  heat. 
Cold  and  hunger  they  are  accust&med  by  their  climate  and 
soil  to  endure. 

5.  The  land,  though  varied  to  a  considerable  extent  in  its 
aspect,  is  yet  imiversally  shagged  with  forests,  or  deformed 
by  marshes :  moister  on  the  side  of  Gaul,  more  bleak  on  the 
side  of  Noricum  and  Pannonia.®  It  is  productive  of  grain, 
but  unkindly  to  fruit-trees.^  It  abounds  in  flocks  and  herds, 
but  in  general  of  a  small  breed.  Even  the  beev§  kind  ar$ 
destitute  of  their  usual  statelinoss  and  dignity  of  ^d :  ^  they 
are,  however,  numerous,  and  form  the  most  esteemed,  and, 
indeed,  the  only  species  of  wealth.     Silver  and  gold  the  gods, 

^  The  Greeks,  by  meaxw  of  their  colony  At  Karseilles,  introduced 
their  letters  into  GJauli  and  the  old  Gallic  coins  have  many  Greek  cha- 
ractenr  in  their  msoriptions.  The  HolYetians  also,  as  we  are  informed 
by  CsQsar,  used  Greek  letters.  Thence  they  might  easily  pass  by  means 
of  commercial  intercourse  to  the  neighbouring  Germans.  Count  Mar- 
sili  and  others  have  found  monuments  with  Greek  inscriptions  in  Ger- 
many, but  not  of  so  early  an  age. 

.^  Tbe  large  bodies  of  the  Germans  are  elsewhere  taken  notice  of  by 
Tacitus,  and  also  by  other  authorB  It  would  appear  as  if  most  of  them 
were  at  that  time  at  least  six  feet  high.  They  are  still  accounted  some 
of  the  tallest  people  in  Europe. 

'  Bavaria  and  Austria. 
.'  *  The  greater  degree  of  cold  when  the  countiy  was  overspread  with 
woods  and  marshes,  made  this  observation  more  applicable  than  at 
present.  The  same  change  of  temperature  from  clearing  and  draining 
the  land  has  taken  place  in  North  America.  It  may  be  i^ded,  that  the 
Germans,  as  we  are  afterwards  informed,  paid  attention  to  no  kind  of 
culture  but  that  of  com. 

^  The  cattle  of  some  parts  of  Germany  are  at  present  remarkably 
Jaige;  so  that  their  former  smaUness  must  have  rather  been  owing  to 
want  of  care  in  feeding  them  and  protecting  them  from  the  inclemencies 
of  winter,  and  in  improring  the  breed  by  mixtures,  than  to  the  nature 
of  the  climate. 

u2 


292  KANNEBS  OF  THE  GERMANS.  [c.  6. 

I  know  not  whether  in  their  favour  or  anger,  have  denied  to 
this  country.^  Not  that  I  would  assert  that  no  veins  of  these 
metals  are  generated  in  Germany;  for  who  has  made  the 
search  1  The  possession  of  them  is  not  coveted  by  these 
people  as  it  is  by  us.  Vessels  of  silver  are  indeed  to  be  seen 
among  them,  which  have  been  presented  to  their  ambassadors 
and  chiefs;  but  they  are  held  in  no  higher  estimation  than 
earthenware.  The  borderers,  however,  set  a  value  on  gold 
and  silver  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  and  have  learned  to 
distinguish  several  kinds  of  our  coin,  some  of  which  they 
prefer  to  others:  the  remoter  inhabitants  continue  the  more 
simple  and  ancient  usage^f  bartering  commodities.  The 
money  preferred  by  the  Germans  is  the  old  and  well-known 
species,  such  as  the  Serrati  and  Bigati,^  They  are  also  better 
pleased  with  silver  than  gold ;  ^  not  on  account  of  any  fond- 
ness for  that  metal,  but  because  the  smaller  money  is  more 
convenient  in  their  common  and  petty  merchandise. 

6.  Even  iron  is  not  plentiful*  among  them;  as  may  be 
inferred  from  the  nature  of  their  weapons.     Swords  or  broad 

^  Mines  both  of  gold  and  silver  have  since  been  discovered  in  Gei^ 
many;  the  former,  indeed,  inconsiderable;  but  the  latter,  valuable. 

^  As  vice  and  corruption  advanced  among  the  Romans,  their  money 
became  debased  and  adulterated  Thus  Pliny,  xxxiii.  3,  relates,  that 
"  Livius  Drusus  during  his  tribuneship  mixed  an  eighth  part  of  brass 
with  the  silver  coin:**  and  ibid.  9,  "that  Antony  the  triumvir  mixed 
iron  with  the  denarius :  that  some  coined  base  metal,  others  diminished 
the  pieces,  and  hence  it  became  an  art  to  prove  the  goodness  of  the 
denarii"  One  precaution  for  this  purpose  was  cutting  the  edges  like 
the  teeth  of  a  saw,  by  which  means  it  was  seen  whether  the  metal  was 
the  same  quite  through,  or  was  only  plated.  These  were  the  SerrcUiy 
.  or  serrated  DenariL  The  JBigati  were  those  stamped  with  the  figure  of 
a  chariot  drawn  by  two  horses,  as  were  the  QuadrigcBH  with  a  chariot 
and  four  horses.  These  were  old  coin,  of  purer  silver  than  those  of  the 
emperors.  Hence  the  preference  of  the  Germans  for  certain  kinds  of 
species  was  founded  on  their  apprehension  of  being  cheated  with  false 
money. 

^  The  Romans  had  the  same  predilection  for  silver  coin,  and  probably 
on  the  same  account  originally.  Pliny,  in  the  place  above  cited,  ex- 
presses his  surprise  that  "the  Roman  people  had  always  imposed  a 
tribute  in  silver  on  conquered  nations;  as  at  the  end  of  the  second 
Punic  war,  when  they  demanded  an  annual  payment  in  silver  for  fifty 
years,  without  any  gold." 

*  Iron  was  in  great  abundance  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth;  but  this 
barbarous  people  had  neither  patience,  skill,  nor  industry  to  dig  and 
work  it.  Besides,  they  made  use  of  weapons  of  stone,  great  numbers 
of  which  are  found  in  ancient  tombs  and  barrows. 
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lances  are  seldom  used;  but  they  generally  carry  a  spear, 
(called  in  their  language  framea,^)  which  has  an  iron  blade, 
short  and  narrow,  but  so  sharp  and  manageable,  that,  as 
occasion  requires,  they  employ  it  either  in  close  or  distant 
fighting.2  This  spear  and  a  shield  are  all  the  armoui*  of  the 
cavalry.  The  foot  have,  besides,  missile  weapons,  several  to 
*  eacH  man,  which  they  hurl  to  an  immense  distance.^  They 
are  either  naked,*  or  hghtly  covered  with  a  small  mantle; 
and  have  no  pride  in  equipage :  their  shields  only  are  orna- 
mented with  the  choicest  colours.^  Few  are  provided  with 
a  coat  of  miail;^  and  scarcely  here  and  there  one  with  a 
casque  or  helmet^    Their  horses  are  neither  remarkable  for 

^  This  is  supposed  to  take  its  name  from  ;pfriem  or  pnem,,  the  point 
of  a  weapon.  Afterwards,  when  iron  grew  more  plentiful,  the  Germans 
chiefly  used  swords. 

*  It  appears,  however,  from  Tacitus's  Annals,  ii.  14,  that  the  length 
of  these  spears  rendered  them  unmanageable  in  an  engagement  among 
trees  and  bushes. 

'  Notwithstanding  the  manner  of  fighting  is  so  much  changed  in 
modem  times,  the  arms  of  the  ancients  are  still  in  use.  We,  as  well 
as  they,  have  two  kinds  of  swords,  the  sharp-pointed,  and  edged  (small 
sword  and  sabre).  The  broad  lance  subsisted  till  lately  in  the  halberd ; 
the  spear  and  fram^a  in  the  long  pike  and  spontoon ;  the  missile  weapons 
in  the  war  hatchet,  or  North  American  tomahawk.  There  are,  besides, 
found  in  the  old  German  barrows,  perforated  stone  balls,  which  th^y 
threw  by  means  of  thongs  passed  through  them. 

*  Nvdi.  The  Latin  wuduSf  like  the  Greek  yvfivds,  does  not  point  out 
a  person  devoid  of  all  clothing,  but  merely  one  without  an  upper 
garment — clad  merely  in  a  vest  or  tunic,  and  that  perhaps  a  short  one. 

^  This  decoration  at  first  denoted  the  valour,  afterwards  the  nobility, 
of  the  bearer;  and  in  process  of  time  gave  origin  to  the  armorial 
ensigns  so  famous  in  the  ages  of  chivalry.  The  shields  of  the  private 
men  were  simply  coloured ;  those  of  the  chieftains  had  the  figures  of 
animals  painted  on  them. 

'  Plutarch,  in  his  Life  of  Marius,  describes  somewhat  differently  the 
arms  and  equipage  of  the  Cimbri.  "  !Riey  wore  (says  he)  helmets 
representing  the  heads  of  wild  beasts,  and  other  unusual  figures,  and 
crowned  with  a  winged  crest,  to  make  them  appear  taller.  They  were 
covered  with  iron  coats  of  mail,  and  carried  white  glittering  shields. 
Each  had  a  battle-axe;  and  in  close  fight  they  used  large  heavy 
swords."  But  the  learned  Eccard  justly  observes,  that  they  had  pro- 
cured these  arms  in  their  march ;  for  the  Holsatian  barrows  of  that 
age  contain  few  weapons  of  brass,  and  none  of  iron ;  but  stone  spear- 
heads, and  instead  of  swords,  the  wedgelike  bodies  vulgarly  called 
thunderbolts. 

^  Casques  (cassis)  are  of  metal;  helmets  (galea)  of  leather. — Isidorut, 
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beauty  nor  swiftness,  nor  are  they  taught  the  Tarious  evo- 
lutions practised  with  us.  The  cavalry  either  bear  down 
straight  forwards,  or  wheel  once  to  the  right,  in  so  compact 
a  body  that  none  is  left  behind  the  rest.  Their  principal 
strength,  on  the  whole,  consists  in  their  infantry :  hence  in 
an  engagement  these  are  intermixed  with  the  cavalry;^  so 
well  accordant  with  the  nature  of  equestrian  combats  is  the 
agility  of  those  foot  soldiers,  whom  they  select  from  the  whole 
body  of  their  youth,  and  place  in  the  front  of  the  lina  Their 
number,  too,  is  determined;  a  hundred  frx>m  eadi  canton:^ 
and  they  are  distinguished  at  home  by  a  name  expressive  of 
this  circumstance;  so  that  what  at  first  was  only  an  appella- 
tion of  number,  becomes  thenceforth  a  title  of  honour.  Their 
line  of  battle  is  disposed  in  wedges.*  To  give  ground,  pro- 
vided they  rally  again,  is  considered  rather  as  a  prudent 
stratagem,  than  cowardice.  They  carry  off  their  slain  even 
while  the  battle  remains  undecided.     The  greatest  disgrace 

^  This  mode  of  fighting  is  admirably  described  by  Csesar.  "The 
Germans  engaged  a&er  the  following  maimer: — There  were  6,000 
horse,  and  an  equal  number  of  the  swiftest  and  bravest  foot;  who 
were  chosen,  man  by  man,  by  the  cavalry,  for  their  protection.  By 
these  they  were  attended  in  battle ;  to  these  they  retreated ;  and  these, 
if  they  were  hard  pressed,  joined  them  in  the  combat.  If  any  fell 
wounded  from  their  horses,  by  these  they  were  covered.  K  it  were 
necessary  to  advance  or  retreat  to  any  considerable  distance,  such 
agility  had  they  acquired  by  exercise,  that,  supporting  themselves  by 
the  horses'  manes,  they  kept  pace  with  them.'* — ^BelL  QalL  i.  48. 

'  To  imderstand  this,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  Germans  were 
divided  into  nations  or  tribes, — these  into  cantons,  and  these  into  dis* 
tricts  or  townships.  The  cantons  {pcigi  in  Latin)  were  called  by  them- 
selves gauen.  The  districts  or  townships  (vici)  were  called  Jumdertei 
whence  the  English  himdreds.  The  name  given  to  these  select  youth, 
according  to  the  learned  Dithmar,  was  die  hvmdertef  hundred  men. 
From  the  following  passage  in  Caesar,  it  appears  that  in  the  more 
powerful  tribes  a  greater  number  was  selected  from  each  canton. 
**  The  nation  of  the  Suevi  is  41^  far  the  greatest  and  most  warlike  of 
the  Gennans.  They  are  said  to  inhabit  a  hundred  cantons ;  from  each 
of  which  a  thousand  men  are  sent  annually  to  make  war  out  of  their 
own  territories.  Thus  neither  the  employments  of  agriculture,  nor 
the  use  of  arms  are  interrupted." — Bell.  GidL  Iv.  1.  The  warriors  were 
summoned  by  the  JieribammLm,  or  army-ediot ;  whence  is  derived  the 
Frendi  arrUre-Jxm* 

'  A  wedge  is  described  by  Vogetius  (iii  19,)  as  a  body  of  infaatiy, 
narrow  in  front,  and  widening  towards  the  rear ;  by  which  disposition 
they  were  enabled  to  break  the  enemy's  ranks,  as  all  their  weapona 
were  directed  to  one  spot    The  soldiers  called  it  a  boar's  head* 
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that  csLU.  befallthem  is  to  have  abandoned  their  shields.^  A> 
person  branded  with  this  ignominy  is  not  permitted  to  join 
in  their  religious  rites,  or  enter  their  assemblies;  so  that 
many,  after  escaping  from  battle,  have  put  an  end  to  their 
in&my  by  the  halter. 

7.  In  the  election  of  kings  they  have  regard  to  birth;  in 
that  of  generals,^  to  valour,  l^heir  kings  have  not  an  abso* 
lute  or  unlimiied  power  ;^  and  their  generals  command  less 
through  the  force  of  authority,  than  of  example.  If  they 
are  daring,  adventurous,  and  conspicuous  in  action,  f  hey  pro^ 
cure  obedience  from  the  admiration  they  inspire.  J^one^ 
however,  but  the  priests*  are  permitted  to  judge  oflfenders^  to  ^ 
Jnflict  bonds  or  stripes  j  so  that  chastisement  appears  not  aa 
an  act  of  military  discipline,  but  as  the  instigation  of  the 
god  whom  they  suppose  present  with  warriors.  They  also 
carry  with  them  to  battle  certain  images  and  standards  taken 
from  the  sacred  groves.^     It  is  a  principal  incentive  to  their 

^  It  was  also  considered  as  the  height  of  iajury  to  charge  a  person 
with  this  unjustly.  Thus,  by  the  Salic  law,  tit.  xxxiii.  5,  a  fine  of  600" 
denarii  (about  91.)  is  imposed  upon  "  eveif  free  man  who  shall  accuse 
another  of  throwing  down  his  shield,  and-runniog  away,  without  being 
able  to  prove  it." 

*  Vertot  (Mem.  de  TAcad.  des.  Inscrip.)  supposes  that  the  French 
maires  du  palaia  had  their  origin  from  tnese  German  military  leaders. 
If  the  kings  were  equally  conspicuous  for  valour  afi  for  birth,  they 
united  the  regal  with  the  military  command.  •Usually,  however,  several 
kings  and  generals  were  assembled  in  their  wars.  In  this  case,  the 
most  eminent  commanded,  and  obtained  a  common  jurisdiction  in  war, 
which  did  not  subsist  in  time  of  peace.  Thus  Caesar  (Bell.  Gall,  vi.) 
says,  "In  peace  they  have  no  common  magistracy."  A  general  was 
elected  by  placing  him  on  a  shield,  and  lifting  him  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  bystanders.  The  same  ceremonial  was  observed  in  the  election  of 
kings. 

*  Hence  Ambiorix,  king  of  the  Eburones,  declared  that  **  the  nature 
of  his  authority  was  such,  that  the  people  had  no  less  power  over  him, 
than  he  over  the  people."— Caesar,  Bell.  Gall.  v.  The  authority  of  the 
North  American  chiefs  is  almost  exactly  simihur. 

*  The  power  of  life  and  death,  however,  was  in  the  hands  of  magis- 
trates. Thus  Caesar :  "When  a  state  engages  either  in  an  offensive  or 
defensive  war,  magistrates  are  chosen  to  preside  over  it,  and  exercise 
power  of  life  and  death."— BelL  Gall.  vi.  The  infliction  of  punish- 
ments was  committed  to  the  priests,  in  order  to  give  them  more 
solemnity,  and  render  them  less  invidious. 

'  EffigteBque  et  signa  qucBdam,  That  effigies  does  not  mean  the  images 
of  their  deities  is  proved  by  what  is  stated  at  chap,  ix.,  viz.  that  they 
deemed  it,  derogatory  to  their  .deities  to  rq>resent  them  in  human' 
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ooiirage,  that  their  squadrons  and  battalions  are  not  formed 
by  men  fortuitously  collected,  but  by  the  assemblage  of 
&milies  and  clans.  Their  pledges  also  are  near  at  ^nd; 
they  have  within  hearing  the  yells  of  their  women,  and  the 

I  cries  of  their  children.  These,  too,  are  the  most  revered 
witnesses  of  each  man's  conduct,  these  his  most  liberal  ap- 

'  plauders.  To  their  mothers  and. their  wives  they  bring  their 
wounds  for  relief  nor  do  these  dread  to  coimt  or  to  search  out 
the  gashes.  The  wonien  also  administer  food  and  encourage- 
ment to  those  who  are  fighting. 

8.  Tradition  relates,  that  annies  beginning  to  give  way 
have  been  rallied  by  the  females,  through  the  earnestness  of 
their  supplicaHbns,  the  interposition  of  their  bodies,^  and  the 
pictures  they  have  drawn  of  impending  slavery,^  a  calamity 
which  these  people  bear  with  more  impatience  for  their 
women  than  themselves;  so  that  those  states  who  have  been 
obliged  to  give  among  their  hostages  the  daughters  of  noble 
families,  are  the  most  effectually  bound  to  fidelity.^  They 
even  suppose  somewhat  of  sanctity  and  prescience  to  be  inhe- 
rent in  the  female  sex;  and  therefore  neither  despise  their 
counsels,*  nor  disregard  their  responses.^    We  have  beheld, 

form ;  and,  if  in  human  form,  we  may  argue,  d  foiiiorif  in  the  form  of 
the  lower  animals.  The  interpretation  of  the  passage  will  be  best 
derived  from  Hist.  iv.  22,  where  Tacitus  says:— "Deprompt»  silvis 
lucisve  ferarum  imagines,  tit  ctiique  genti  inire  prselium  mos  est."  It 
would  hence  appear  that  these  effigies  and  signa  were  images  of  wild 
animals,  and  were  national  standards  preserved  with  religious  care  in 
sacred  woods  and  groves,  whence  they  were  brought  forth  when  the 
clan  or  tribe  was  about  to  take  the  field. —  Whitt, 

^  They  not  only  interposed  to  prevent  the  flight  of  their  husbands 
^and  sons,  but,  in  desperate  emergencies,  themselves  engaged  in  battle. 
This  happened  on  Mmus's  defeat  of  the  Cimbri  (hereaiter  to  be  men- 
tioned) ;  and  Dio  relates,  that  when  Marcus  Aurelius  overthrew  the 
Marcomanni,  Quadi,  and  other  Qerman  allies,  the  bodies  of  women  in 
armour  were  foimd  among  the  slain. 

*  Thus,  in  the  army  of  Ariovistus,  the  women,  with  their  hair  dis- 
hevelled, and  weeping,  besought  the  soldiers  not  to  deliver  them 
captives  to  the  Bomans. — Caesar,  Bell.  Gall.  L 

'  Relative  to  this,  perhaps,  is  a  circumstance  mentioned  by  Suetonius 
in  his  Life  of  Augustus.  "  From  some  nations  he  attempted  to  exact 
a  new  kind  of  hostages,  women ;  because  he  observed  that  those  of  the 
male  sex  were  disregarded." — ^Aug.  zzi. 

^  See  the  same  observation  with  regard  to  the  Celtic  women,  in 
Plutarch,  on  the  virtues  of  women.  The  North  Americans  pay  a 
similar  regard  to  their  females. 

^  A  remarkable  instance  of  this  is  given  by  Caesar.    "When  he 
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in  the  reign  of  Vespasian,  Veleda,^  long  reverenced  by  many 
as  a  deity.  Anrima,  moreover,  and  several  others,^  were  for* 
merly  held  in  equal  veneration,  but  not  with  a  servile  flattery, 
nor  as  though  they  made  them  goddesses.^ 

9.  Of  the  gods,  Mercury  *  is  the  principal  object  of  their 

inquired  of  the  captives  the  reason  why  Ariovistus  did  not  engage,  he. 
learned,  that  it  was  because  the  matrons,  who  among  the  Germans  are 
accustomed  to  pronounce,  from  their  divinations,  whether  or  not  a 
battle  will  be  favourable,  had  declared  that  they  would  not  prove 
victorious,  if  they  should  fight  before  the  new  moon." — ^BelL  GalL  i. 
The  cruel  manner  in  which  the  Cimbrian  women  performed  their  divi- 
nations is  thus  related  by  Strabo :  "  The  women  who  follow  the  Cimbri 
to  war,  are  accompanied  by  grey-haired  prophetesses,  in  white  vest- 
ments, with  canvas  mantles  fastened  by  clasps,  a  brazen  girdle,  and 
naked  feet.  These  go  with  drawn  swords  through  the  camp,  and,  striking 
down  those  of  the  prisoners  that  they  meet,  drag  them  to  a  brazen 
kettle,  holding  about  twenty  amphorae.  This  has  a  kind  of  stage  above 
it,  ascending  on  which,  the  priestess  cuts  the  throat  of  the  victim,  and, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  blood  flows  into  the  vessel,  judges  of 
the  future  event.  Others  tear  open  the  bodies  of  the  captives  thus 
butchered,  and,  from  inspection  of  the  entrails,  presage  victory  to  their 
own  party." — Lib.  viL 

^  She  was  afterwards  taken  prisoner  by  Butilius  Gallicus.  Statins, 
in  his  Sylvse,  L  i',  refers  to  this  event.  Tacitus  has  more  conceniing 
her  in  his  History,  iv.  61. 

'  Yiradesthis  was  a  goddess  of  the  Tungri ;  Harimella,  another  pro* 
vincial  deity;  whose  names  were  found  by  Mr.  Pennant  inscribed^  on 
altars  at  the  Boman  station  at  Burrens.  These  were  erected  by  the 
German  auxiliaries. — Vide  Tour  in  Scotland,  1772,  part  ii.  p.  406. 

^  Ritter  considers  that  here  is  a  reference  to  the  servile  flattery  of 
the  senate  as  exhibited  *in  the  time  of  Nero,  by  the  deification  of 
Poppsea's  infant  daughter,  and  afterwards  of  herselfl  (See  Ann.  xv.  23, 
Dion.  IxiiL,  Ann.  xiv.  3.)  There  is  no  contradiction  in  the  present 
passage  to  that  found  at  Hist.  iv.  61,  where  Tacitus  says,  "  plerasque 
feminarum  fatidicas  et,  augescente  superstitione,  arbitrantur  deas ;"  i.e. 
they  deem  (a/rbitrarUur)  very  many  of  their  women  possessed  of  pro- 
phetic powers,  and,  as  their  religious  feeling  increases,  they  deem 
(cMrhitrantur)  them  goddesses,  i.  e.  possessed  of  a  superhuman  nature ; 
they' do  not,  however,  make  them  goddesses  and  worship  them,  as  the 
Bomans  did  Poppsea  and  her  infant,  which  is  covertly  implied  in 
facerent  deas. — White. 

•  *  Mercury,  i.  e.  a  god  whom  Tacitus  thus  names,  because  his  attri- 
butes resembled  those  of  the  Boman  Mercury.  According  to  Paidus 
Diaconus  (de  Gestis  Langobardorum,  L  9),  this  deity  was  Wodun,  or 
Gwodan,  called  also  Odin.  Mallet  (North.  Ant  ch.  v.)  says,  that  in  the 
Icelandic  mythology  he  is  called  "the  terrible  and  severe  God,  the 
Father  of  Slaughter,  he  who  giveth  victory  and  receiveth  courage  in 
the  conflict,  who  nameth  those  that  are  to  be  slain."    *'  The  Germans 
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adoration ;  whom,  on  certain  days,^  they  think  it  lawful  to 
propitiate  even  with  human  yictims.  To  Hercules  and 
Mars  ^  they  offer  the  animals  usually  allotted  for  sacrifice.^ 

drew  their  gods  by  their  own  character,  who  loved  nothing  so  mnch 
themselves  as  to  display  their  strength  and  power  in  battle,  and  to 
signalize  their  vengeance  upon  their  enemies  by  slaughter  and  desola- 
tion.*' There  remain  to  this  day  some  traces  of  the  worship  paid  to 
Odin  in  the  name  given  hy  almost  all  the  people  of  the  north  to  the 
fourth  day  of  the  week,  which  was  formerly  consecrated  to  him.  It  is 
called  by  a  name  which  signifies  **  Odin's  day ;"  "  Old  Norse,  Odinadagr; 
Swedish  and  Danish,  Onidag;  Anglo-Saxon,  Wodenesdatg,  Wodmudcag; 
Dutch,  Woentdag;  English,  Wednesday.  As  Odin  or  Wodun  was  sup- 
posed to  correspond  to  the  Mercury  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans^  the 
name  of  this  day  was  expressed  in  Latin  DUs  MercwrU." — White, 

*  ''The  appointed  time  for  these  sacrifices,"  says  Mallet  (North* 
Ant.  ch.  yL),  **  was  always  determined  by  a  superstitiouB  opinion  which 
made  the  northern  nations  regard  the  number  '  three '  as  sacred  and 
particularly  dear  to  the  gods.  Thus,  in  evexy  ninth  month  they 
renewed  the  bloody  ceremony,  which  was  to  last  nine  days,  and  evexy 
day  they  offered  up  nine  living  victims,  whether  men  or  animals.  But 
the  most  solemn  sacrifices  were  those  which  were  offered  up  at  Upeal 
in  Sweden  evexy  ninth  year.  .  .  .  ."  After  stating  the  compulsoxy 
natiu%  of  attendance  at  this  festival.  Mallet  adds,  "  Then  they  chose 
among  the  captives  in  time  of  war,  and  among  the  slaves  in  time  of 
peace,  nine  persons  to  be  sacrificed.  In  whatever  manner  they  immo-^ 
lated  men,  the  priest  always  took  care  in  consecrating  the  victim  to 
pronounce  certain  words,  as  '  I  devote  thee  to  Odin,'  *  I  send  thee  to 
Odin.'"    See  Lucan  i.  444. 

"  Et  quibus  immitis  placatur  sanguine  diro 
Teutatea,  horrensque  feris  altaribus  Hesus.*' 
Teutates  is  Mercury,  Hesus,  Mars.    So  also  at  iiL  899,  &c 

"  Lucus  erat  longo  nunquam  violatus  ab  «vo. 

Barbara  ritu 

Sacra  Deum,  structae  diris  altaribus  ane, 
Omnia  et  humanis  lustrata  cruoribus  arbor." 

*  That  is,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  a  deity  whose  attributes  cor- 
responded to  those  of  the  Roman  Mars.  This  appears  to  have  been 
not  ThoTf  who  is  rather  the  representative  of  the  Roman  Jupiter,  but 
Tyr,  "a  warrior  god,  and  the  protector  of  champions  and  brave  men !" 
"  From  Tyr  is  derived  the  name  given  to  the  third  day  of  the  week  in 
most  of  the  Teutonic  languages,  and  which  has  been  rendered  into- 
Latin  by  Dies  Martie.  Old  Norse,  Tirsdagr,  TUdagr:  Swedish,  Tudag;^ 
Danish,  Tirsdag;  Qerman,  Dienstag;  Dutdi,  JHitgtaag;  Anglo-Saxon, 
TyrsdcBg,  TyveidcBg,  Tivaidag;  English,  Taetday,"  —  MaQet's  North. 
Ant.  ch.  y)— White. 

*  The  Suevi  appear  to  have  been  the  Qermanio  tribes,  and  this  also 
the  worship  spoken  of  at  chap.  zL  JSignum  in  modtm  libunuB  Jigwratwa 
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Some  of  the  Suevi  also  perform  sacred  rites  to  Isis.  What 
was  the  cause  and  origin  of  this  foreign  worship,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover;  further  than  that  her  being  represented 
with  the  symbol  of  a  galley,  seems  to  indicate  an  imported 
religion.'^  They  oonceive  it  unworthy  the  grandeur  of  celes- 
tial beings  to  confine  their  deities  within  walls,  or  to  repre~ 
sent  them  under  a  human  similitude :  ^  woods  and  groved 
are  their  temples;  and  they  affix  names  of  divinity  to  that 
secret  power^  which  they  behold  with  the  eye  of  adoration 
alone. 

10.  No  people  are  more  addicted  to  divination  by  omens  _ 
and  lots.  The  latter  is  performed  in  the  following  simple 
manner.  They  cut  a  twig^  from  a  fruit-tree,  and  divide  it 
into  small  pieces,  which,  (Sstinguished  by  certain  m^rks,  are 
thrown  promiscuously  upon  a  white  garment.  Then,  the 
priest  of  the  canton,  if  the  occasion  be  public;  if  private, 
the  master  of  the  feimily;  after  an  invocation  of  the  gods, 
with  his  eyes  lifted  up  to  heaven,  thrice  takes  out  each  piece, 
and,  as  they  come  up,  interprets  their  signification  according 
to  the  marks  fixed  upon  them.  If  the  result  prove  unfieivour- 
able,  there  is  no  more  consultation  on  the  same  a£&ir  that 
day;  if  propitious,  a  confirmation  by  omens  is  still  required. 
In  common  with  other  nations,  the  Germans  are  acquainted 
with  the  practice  of  auguring  from  the  notes  and  flight  of 

ooxreBpondB  with  the  vekkfulum  there  spoken  of;  the  real  thing  being, 
accormng  to  Bitter's  view,  a  pinnace  placed  on  wheels.  That  sigmm, 
ipium  ("the  very  symbor*)  does  not  mean  any  image  of  the^goddess, 
may  be  gathered  also  irom  chap,  xl.,  where  the  goddess  herself,  si 
eredere  wlit,  is  spoken  of  as  being  wa^ed  in  the  saa:«d  lake. 

^  As  the  Romans  in  their  ancient  coins,  many  of  which  are  now 
extant,  recorded  the  arrival  of  Saturn  by  the  stem  of  a  ship ;  so  other 
nations  have  frequently  denoted  the  importation  of  a  foreign  religious 
rite  W  the  figure  of  a  galley  on  their  medals. 

'  Tacitus  elsewhere  speaks  of  temples  of  Qerman  divinities  (e.  g.  40 : 
Templum  Nerths,  Ann.  1.  61 ;  Templum  Tanfanae) ;  but  a  consecrated 
grove,  or  any  other  sacred  place,  was  called  templum  by  the  Romans. 

'  The  Scythians  are  mentioned  by  Herodotus,  and  the  Alans  by 
AmmianuB  Marcellinus,  as  making  use  of  these  divining  rods.  The 
German  method  of  divination  with  them  is  illustrated  by  what  is  said 
by  Sazo-Grammaticus  (Hist.  Dan.  xiv.  288)  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Isle  of  Rugen  in  the  Baltic  Sea :  "  Throwing,  by  way  of  lots,  three 
pieces  of  wood,  white  in  one  part^  and  black  in  another,  into  their  laps, 
they  foretold  good  fortune  by  the  coming  up  of  the  white;  bad  by  tha^ 
of  the  black." 
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birds;  but  it  is  peculiar  to  them  to  derive  admonitions 
and  presages  from  horses  also.^  Certain  of  these  animals, 
milk-white,  and  untouched  by  earthly  labour,  are  pastured 
at  the  public  expense  in  the  sacred  woods  and  groves.  These, 
yoked  to  a  consecrated  chariot,  are  accompanied  by  the  priest, 
and  king,  or  chief  person  of  the  community,  who  atten- 
tively observe  their  manner  of  neighing  and  snorting;  and  no 
kind  of  auguiy  is  more  credited,  not  only  among  the  popu- 
lace, but  among  the  nobles  and  priests.  For  the  latter 
consider  themselves  as  the  ministers  of  the  gods,  and  the 
horses,  as  privy  to  the  divine  will.  Another  kind  of  divina- 
!  tion,  by  which  they  explore  the  event  of  momentous  wars, 
:  is  to  oblige  a  prisoner,  taken  by  any  means  whatsoever  from 
the  nation  with  whom  they  are  at  variance,  to  fight  with  a 
picked  man  of  their  own,  each  with  his  own  country's  armsj 
and,  according  as  the  victory  falls,  they  presage  success  to 
the  one  or  to  the  other  party.^ 

11.  On  affairs  of  smaller  moment^  the  chiefs  congxilt;  on 
those  of  greater  importance,  the  whole  community ;  yet  with 
"  this  circumstance,  that  what  is  referred  to  the  decision  of  the 
people,  is  first  maturely  discussed  by  the  chiefe.^  They 
assemble,  unless  upon  some  sudden  emergency,  on  stated 
days,  either  at  the  new  or  full  moon,  which  they  account  the 
most  auspicious  season  for  beginning  any  enterprise.  Nor 
do  they,  in  their  computation  of  time,-reckon,  like  us,  by  the 
number  of  days,  but  of  nights.  In  this  way  they  arrange 
their  business;  in  this  way  they  fix  their  appointments;  so 

*■  The  same  practice  obtained  among  the  Persians,  from  whom  the 
Germans  appear  to  be  sprung.  Darius  was  elected  Mng  by  the  neighing 
of  a  horse;  sacred  white  horses  were  in  the  army  of  Cyrus;  and 
Xerxes,  retreating  after  his  defeat,  was  preceded  by  the  sacred  horses 
and  consecrated  chariot.  Justin  (i  10)  mentions  the  cause  of  this 
superstition,  viz.  that  "the  Persians  believed  the  Sun  to  be  the  only 
Gk)d,  and  horses  to  be  peculiarly  consecrated  to  him."  The  priest  of 
the  Isle  of  Rugen  also  took  auspices  from  a  white  horse,  as  may  be 
seen  in  Sazo-Grammaticus. 

'  Montesquieu  finds  in  this  custom  the  origin  of  the  duel,  and  of 
knight-errantry. 

*  This  remarkable  passage,  so  curious  in  political  history,  is  com- 
mented on  by  Montesquieu,  in  his  Spirit  of  Laws,  vi  11.  That 
celebrated  author  expresses  his  surprise  at  the  existence  of  such  a 
balance  between  liberty  and  authority  in  the  forests  of  Germany ;  and 
traces  the  origin  of  the  English  constitution  from  this  source.  Tacitus 
a^ain  mentions  the  Gbrman  form  of  govemment  in  his  Annal^s  iv.  83. 
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that,  with  them,  the  night  seems  to  lead  the  day.^  An  incon- 
venience produced  by  their  liberty  is,  that  they  do  not  all 
assemble  at  a  stated  time,  as  if  it  were  in  obedience  to  a 
command ;  but  two  or  three  days  are  lost  in  the  delays  of 
convening.  When  they  all  think  fit,^  they  sit  down  armed.^ 
Silence  is  proclaimed  by  the  priests,  who  have  on  this  occa- 
sion a  coercive  power.  Then  the  king,  or  chiei^  and  such 
others  as  are  conspicuous  for  age,  birth,  military  renown,  or 
eloquence,  are  heard;  and  gain  attention  rather  from  their 
ability  to  persuade,  than  their  authority  to  command.  If  a 
proposal  displease,  the  assembly  reject  it  by  an  inarticulate 
murmur;  if  it  prove  agreeable,  they  clash  their  javelins  ;^  for 
the  most  honourable  expression  of  assent  among  them  is  the  ■ 
sound  of  arms. 

12.  Before  this  council^  it  is  likewise  allowed  to  exhibit 
accusations,  and  to  prosecute  capital  offences.  Punishments 
are  varied  according  to  the  nature  of  the  crime.  Traitors  and 
deserters  are  hung  upon  trees  :^  cowards,  dastards,®  and  those 

^  The  high  antiquity  of  this  mode  of  reckoning  appears  from  the 
Book  of  Genesis.  "  The  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  first  day.'* 
The  Gauls,  we  are  informed  by  Caesar,  **  assert  that,  according  to  the 
tradition  of  their  Druids,  they  are  all  sprung  from  Father  Dis;  on 
which  account  they  reckon  every  period  of  time  according  to  the 
number  of  nights,  not  of  days ;  and  observe  birthdays  and  the  begin- 
nings of  months  and  years  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  day  seems  to 
follow  the  night."  (BeJL  Gall.  vi.  18.)  The  vesti^  of  this  method  of 
computation  still  appear  in  the  English  language,  in  the  terms  se'nnight 
and  fort'night.  \ 

*  Ut  turbce  placv/U.  Doederlein  interprets  this  passage  as  representing 
the  confused  way  in  which  the  people  took  their  seats  in  the  nationed 
assembly,  without  reference  to  order,  rank,  age,  &c.  It  rather  repre* 
Ments,  however,  that  the  people,  not  the  chieftains,  determined  when 
the  business  of  the  council  should  begin. —  White. 

'  And  in  an  open  plain.  Vast  heaps  of  stone  still  remaining,  denote 
the  scenes  of  these  national  councils..  (See  Mallet's  Introduct.  to  Hist, 
of  Denmark.)  The  English  Stonehenge  has  been  supposed  a  relic  of 
this  kind.  In  these  assemblies  are  seen  the  origin  of  those  which, 
under  the  Merovingian  race  of  French  kings,  were  called  the  Fields  of 
March ;  under  the  Carlovingian,  the  Fields  of  May ;  then,  the  Plenary 
Courts  of  Christmas  and  Easter ;  and  lastly,  the  States  GeneraL 

*  The  speech  of  Civilis  was  received  with  this  expression  of  applause. 
Tacitus,  Hist.  iv.  15, 

*  Gibbeted  alive.  Heavy  penalties  were  denoimced  against  those 
who  should  take  them  down,  alive  or  dead.  These  are  particularised 
in  the  Salic  law. 

^  By  cowards  and  dastards,  in  this  passage,  are  probably  meant  those 
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guilty  of  unnatural  practices.^  are  sufifbcated  in  mud  under  a 
hurdle.^  This  difference  of  punishment  has  in  view  the  prin- 
'  ciple,  that  villainjr  should  be  exposed  while  it  is  punished, 
>  but  turpitude  concealed.  The  penalties  annexed  to  slighter 
ofifences^  are  also  proportioned  to  the  delinquency.  The  con- 
victs are  fined  in  horses  and  cattle  :^  part  of  the  mulct^  goes 
to  the  king  or  state ;  part  to  the  injured  person,  or  his  rola^ 
tions.     In  the  same  assemblies  chie&^  are  also  elected,  to 

yrho,  being  summoned  to  war,  refused  or  neglected  to  go.  Caesar 
(Bell.  Gall,  vi  22)  mentions,  that  those  who  refused  to  follow  their 
chiefs  to  war  were  considered  as  deserters  and  traitors.  And,  after- 
wards, the  emperor  Clothaire  made  the  following  edict,  preserved  in 
the  Lombard  law :  "  Whatever  freeman,  summoned  to  the  defence  of 
his  country  by  his  Coimt,  or  his  officers,  shall  neglect  to  go,  and  the 
enemy  enter  the  coimtiy  to  lay  it  waste,  or  otherwise  damage  our  liege 
subjects,  he  shall  incur  a  capitsd  punishment."  As  the  crimes  of 
cowardice,  treachery,  and  desertion  were  so  odious  and  ignominious 
among  the  Germans,  we  find  by  the  Salic  law,  that  penalties  were 
annexed  to  the  unjust  imputation  of  them. 

^  These  were  so  rare  and  so  infamous  among  the  Germans,  that 
barely  calling  a  person  by  a  name  significant  of  them  was  severely 
pimished. 

'  Incestuous  people  were  buried  alive  in  bogs  in  Scotland.  Pennant's 
Tour  in  Scotland,  1772 ;  part  i  p.  351 ;  and  part  ii  p.  421. 

'  Among  these  slighter  offences,  however,  were  reckoned  homicide^ 
adultery,  tiieffc,  and  many  others  of  a  similar  kind.  This  appears  &om 
the  laws  of  the  Germans,  and  from  a  subsequent  passage  of  Tacitus 
himsell 

*  These  were  at  that  time  the  only  riches  of  the  country,  as  was 
already  observed  in  this  tr^ise.  Afterwards  gold  and  silver  became 
plentiful :  hence  all  the  mulcts  required  by  the  Salic  law  are  pecuniary. 
Money,  however,  still  b<»re  a  fixed  proportion  to  cattle;  as  appears 
^Erom  the  Saxon  law  (Tit  xviii) :  **  The  Solidus  is  of  two  kinds ;  one 
contains  two  tremisses,  that  is,  a  beeve  of  twelve  months,  or  a  sheep 
with  its  lamb;  the  other,  three  tremisses,  or  a  beeve  of  sixteen  months. 
Homicide  is  compounded  for  by  the  leaser  solidus;  other  crimes  by 
the  greater.**  The  Saxons  had  their  Weregeld, — ^the  Scotch  their  Cro, 
Qahies,  and  Kelchin, — and  the  Welsh  their  Gwerth,  and  Galanus,  or 
compensations  for  injuries ;  and  cattle  were  likewise  the  usual  fine* 
Vide  Pennant's  Tour  in  Wales  of  1773,  pp.  273,  274. 

^  This  mulct  is  frequently  in  the  Salic  law  called  ''  fred,"  that  is, 
peace ;  because  it  was  paid  to  the  king  or  state,  as  guardians  of  the 
public  peac& 

^  A  brief  accoimt  of  the  civil  economy  of  the  Germans  will  here  be 
useful.  They  were  divided  into  nations;  of  which  some  were  under  a 
regal  government,  others  a  republican.  The  former  had  kings,  the 
latter  chiefs.  Both  in  kingdoms  and  republics,  military  affairs  were 
under  the  conduct  of  the  generals.    The  nations  were  divided  into 
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table,  h«mely  indeed,  but  plentiful.^  The  funds  for  this 
munificence  must  be  found  in  war  and  rapine;  nor  are  they 
so  easily  persuaded  to  cultivate  the  earth,  and  await  the 
produce  of  the  seasons,  as  to  challenge  the  foe,  and  expose 
themselves  to  wounds;  nay,  they  even  think  it  base  and  spirit- 
less to  earn  by  sweat  what  they  might  purchase  with  blood, 

15,  During  the  intervals  of  war,  theypass  their  time  less 
in  hunting  than  in  a  sluggish  repose,^  divided  between  sleep 
and  the  table.  All  the  bravest  of  the  warriors,  committing 
the  care  of  the  house,  the  family  afi^rs,  and  the  lands,  to  the 
women,  old  men,  and  weaker  part  of  the  domestics,  stupify 
themselves  in  inaction :  so  wonderful  is  the  contrast  presented 
by  nature,  that  the  same  persons  love  indolence,  and  hate 
tranquillity  I  ^  It  is  customary  for  the  several  states  to  pre- 
sent, by  voluntary  and  individual  contributions,^  cattle  or 
grain^  to  their  chiefs;  which  are  accepted  as  honorary  gifts, 
while  they  serve  as  necessary  supplies.®    They  are  peculiarly 

*  Hence  Montesquieu  (Spirit  of  Laws,  xxx.  8)  justly  derives  the 
origii^  of  vassalage.  At  first,  the  prince  gave  to  his  nobles  arms  and 
provision :  as  avarice  advanced,  money,  and  then  lands,  were  required, 
which  from  benefices  became  at  length  hereditary  possessions,  and  were 
called  Qefs.    Hence  the  establishment  of  the  feudal  system. 

^  Caesar,  with  less  precision,  says,  **  The  Germans  pass  their  whole 
lives  in  hunting  and  military  exercises."  (Bell.  Ckdl.  vi.  21.)  The  pic- 
ture drawn  by  Tacitus  is  more  consonant  to  the  genius  of  a  barbarous 
people;  besides  that,  hunting  being  the  employment  but  of  a  few 
months  of  the  year,  a  greater  part  must  necessarily  be  passed  in  indo< 
lence  by  those  who  had  no  other  occupation.  In  this  circumstance, 
and  those  afterwards  related,  the  North  American  savages  exactly 
agree  with  the  ancient  Germans. 

*  This  apparent  contradiction  is,  however,  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
principles  of  human  nature.  Among  people  governed  by  impulse  more 
than  reason,  everything  is  in  the  extreme  :  war  and  peace;  motion  and 
rest;  love  and  hatred ;  none  are  pursued  with  moderation. 

*  These  are  the  rudiments  of  tributes';  though  the  contributions 
here  spoken  of  were  voluntary,  and  without  compulsion.  The  origin 
of  exchequers  is  pointed  out  above,  where  "  part  of  the  mulct"  is  said 
to  be  "paid  to  the  king  or  state."  Taxation  was  taught  the  Germans 
by  the  Komans,  who  levied  taxes  upon  them. 

*  So,  in  after-times,  when  tributes  were  customary,  600  oxen  or 
cows  were  required  annually  from  the  Saxons  by  the  French  kings 
Clothaire  L  and  Pepin.  (See  Eccard,  torn.  i.  pp.  84, 480.)  Honey,  com, 
and  other  products  of  the  earth,  were  likewise  received  in  tribute. 
(Ibid.  p.  392.) 

*  For  the  expenses  of  war,  and  other  necessities  of  state,  and  parti- 
cularly the  public  entertainments.  Hence,  besides  the  Steora,  or  annual 
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pleased  with  presents  from  neighbouring  nationsy  offered  not 
only  by  individuals,  but  by  tiie  community  at  lai^;  sudi  as 
fine  h(»iBes,  heavy  armour,  rich  housings,  and  gold  chaiOEf. 
We  have  now  taught  them  also  to  accept  of  money»^ 

16.  It  is  well  Imowu  that  none  of  tlie  German  nations  in- 
_  habit  cities;*  or  even  admit  of  contiguous  settlements.  TJiey 
dwell  scattered  and  separate,  as  a  spring,  a  meadow,  or  a 
grove  may  chance  to  invite  them.  Their  villages  are  laid  out, 
not  like  ours  in  rows  of  adjoining  buildings;  but  every  one 
surrounds  his  house  with  a  vacant  space,^  either  by  way  of 
security  against  fire,^  or  through  ignorance  of  the  art  of 
building.  For,  indeed,  iliey  ai-e  unacquainted  with  the  use 
of  mortar  and  tiles;  and  for  every  purpose  employ  rudejm-: 
fihapen  timber,  fashioned  with  no  regard  to  pleasing  the  eye. 
Thej  bestow  more  than  ordinary  pains  in  coating  certain 
parts  of  their  buildings  with  a  kind  of  earth,  so  pure  and 
shining  that  it.  gives  the  appearance  of  painting.  They  also 
dig  subterraneous  caves,^  and  cover  them  over  with  a  great 

tribute,  the  Osterstuopha,  or  Easter  cup,  previoas  to  the  public  asseiii'- 
bly  of  the  Field  of  March,  was  paid  to  the  French  kings. 

^  This  was  a  dangerous  lesson,  and  in  the  end  prored  ruinous  to  the 
Roman  empire.  Herodi&n  says  of  the  GlennCDS  in  his  time,  ''They 
ire  chiefly  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  bribes ;  being  fond  of  money,  and 
continually  Celling  peace  to  the  Bcnuans  for  gold."-~-Lib.  vi  1S9. 

'  This  custom  was  of  long  diirati<m;  for  ^ere  is  not  the  mention  of 
a  single  city  in  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  who  wrote  on  the  wars  of  the 
Romans  in  Germany.  The  names  of  places  in  Ptolemy  (iL  11)  are  not, 
therefore,  those  of  cities,  but  of  scattered  villages.  The  Qermans  had 
not  even  what  we  should  call  towns,  notwithstanding  Gsesar  asserts  the 
contrary. 

*  The  space  surrounding  the  house,  and  fenced  in  by  hedges,  waa 
that  celebrated  SaUc  land,  which  descended  to  the  male  lioe^  exclu- 
sively of  the  female. 

*  The  danger  of  fire  was  particularly  uigent  in  time  of  war;  for,  tm 
Cnsar  informs  us,  these  people  were  acquainted  with  a  method  of 
throwing  red-hot  clay  bullets  from  slings,  and  bummg  javelins,  on  the 
thatch  of  houses.     (Bell.  GalL  v.  42.) 

*  Thus  likewise  Mela  (iL  1),  concerning  the  Sarmatiaiis: ''  On  aooouni 
of  the  length  and  severity  of  their  winters,  they  dwell  under  ground, 
either  in  natural  or  artificial  caverns."  At  the  time  that  Qermany  Was 
laid  waste  by  a  forty  years*  war,  Kircher  saw  many  of  the  natives  who, 
with  their  flocks,  herds,  and  other  possessions,  took  refuge  in  the 
caverns  of  the  highest  mountains.  For  many  other  curious  ^uticulani 
concerning  these  and  other  subterranean  caves,  see  his  Mundus  Subter- 
raneuB,  viii.  8,  p.  100.  In  Hungary,  at  this  day,  com  is  commonly 
stored  in  subteiranean  chambers. 
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qnantitj  of  dang.  These  thej  use  as  winter-retreats,  and 
granaries;  for  they  preserve  a  moderate  temperature;  and 
upon  an  invasion^  when  the  open  country  is  plundered,  these 
recesses  remain  unviolated,  either  beoetuse  the  enemy  is 
ignorant  of  them,  or  because  he  will  not  trouble  himself  with 
the  search.^ 

17.  The  clothing  common  to  ail  is  a  sagum^  &stened  by  a 
elasp,  or,  in  wanit  of  that,  a  thorn.  With  no  other  coTering^ 
they  pass  whole  days  on  the  hearth^  before  the  fire.  The 
more  wealthy  are  distinguished  by  a  yest,  not  flowing  loose, 
like  those  of  the  Sarmatians  and  Parthians,  but  girt  close, 
and  exhibiting  the  shape  of  every  limb.  They  also  wear  the 
sldns  of  beasts,  whidi  the  people  near  the  borders  are  less 
curious  in  selecting  or  preparing  than  the  more  remote 
inhabitants,  who  cannot  by  commerce  procure  other  elothing. 
These  make  choice  of  particular  skins,  which  they  variegate 
with  spots,  and  strips  of  the  furs  of  marine  animals,^  the  pro* 
duoe  of  the  exterior  ocean,  and  seas  to  us  unknown.^  The  * 
dress  of  the  women  does  not  differ  from  that  of  the  men;  ex-, 
eept  that  they  more  frequently  wear  linen,^  which  they  stain 
with  purple;^  and  do  not  lengthen  their  uppa:  garment  into 

,  ^  Near  Newbottle,  the  seat  of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  are  some  suh- 
terraneous  aparfcments.  and  passages  cut  out  of  the  live  rock,  which 
had  prohably  served  for  the  same  purposes  .of  winter-retreats  and 
granaries  as  those  dug  by  the  ancient  Germans.  Pennant's  Tour  in 
1769,  4to,  p.  68. 

^  This  was  a  kind  of  mantle  of  a  square  form,  called  also  rheno* 
Thus  Gnsar  (Bea  GalL  vi  21) :  *'  They  use  skins  for  clotldng^  or  the 
short  rhenonea,  and  leave  the  greatest  part  of  the  body  naked."  Isidore 
ijdxi.  23)  deaoribes  the  rhenonee  as  ''garmaats  covering  the  shouldeni 
end  breast,  as  low  as  the  navel,  so  rough  and  shaggy  that  they  are 
impenetrable  to  rain."  Mela  (iii.  8),  speaking  of  the  Germans,  say^ 
**  The  men  are  clothed  only  with  the  sagum,  or  the  bark  of  trees,  even 
in  the  depth  of  winter." 

'  All  savages  are  fond  of  variety  of  colours;  hence  the  Germans 
spotted  their  furs  with  the  skins  of  other  animals,  of  which  those  here 
mentioned  were  probably  of  the  scud  kind..  This,  practice  is  still  eon- 
tinued  with  regard  to  the  ennine,  which  is  spotted  with  black  lamb's* 
akin. 

*  The  Northern  Sea,  and  Frocen  Ocean. 

*  Pliny  testifies  the  same  thing;  and  adds,  that  ''the  women  beyond 
the  Rhme  are  not  acquainted  with  any  more  elegant  kind  of  clothing." 
w— xix.  1. 

*  Not  that  rich  and  costly  purple  in  which  the  Roman  nobili^ 
ahone,  but  some  ordinary  material,  such  as  the  vcKcinivm,  which  PUbt 
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^sleeveS)  but  leave  exposed  the  whole  arm,  and  part  of  the 

^breast. 

/ '  18.  The  matrimonial  bond  is,  nevertheless,  strict  and  severe  ' 
j  among  them ;  nor  is  there  anything  in  their  manners  more  com* 
^  mendable  than  this.^  Almost  singly  among  the  barbarianB, 
they  content  themselves  with  one  wife;  a  very  few  of  them 
excepted,  who,  not  through  incontinence,  but  because. their 
alliance  is  solicited  on  account  of  their  rank,^  practise  poly* 
gamy.  The  wife  does  not  bring  a  dowry  to  her  husband  but 
receives  one  from  him.^  The  parents  and  relations  assemble^ 
and  pa£s  their  approbation  on  the  presents — ^presents  not 
adapted  to  please  a  female  taste,  or  decorate  the  bride ;  but 

-.jPjeu,  a  caparisoned  steed,  a  shield,  spear,  and  sword.     By 
virtue  of  these,  the  wife  is  espoused;  and  she  in  her  tuni- 

< makes  a  present  of  some  arms  to  her  husband.     This  they 

consider  as  the  firmest  bond  of  union;  these,  the  sacred 
mysteries,  the  conjugal  deities.  That  the  woman  may  not 
think  herself  excused  from  exertions  of  fortitude,  or  exempt 
from  the  casualties  of  war,  she  is  admonished  by  the  very 
ceremonial  of  her  marriage,  that  she  comes  to  her  husband  as 
a  partner  in  toils  and  dangers ;  to  suffer  and  to  dare  equally 
with  him,  in  peace  and  in  war :  this  is  indicated  by  the  yoked 
oxen,  the  harnessed  steed,  the  offered  arms.  Thus  she  is  to 
live;  thus  to  die.     She  receives  what  she  is  to  return  invio- 

says  was  used  by  the  Gauls  as  a  purple  dye  for  the  gannents  of  the 
slaves,     (xvi.  18.) 

*  The  chastity  of  the  Germans,  and  their  strict  regard  to  the  laws  of 
marriage,  are  witnessed  by  all  their  ancient  codes  of  law.  The  purity 
of  their  manners  in  this  respect  afibrded  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
licentiousness  of  the  Romans  in  the  decline  of  the  empire,  and  is 
exhibited  in  this  light  by  Scdvian,  in  his  treatise  Be  Gubematione  Dei, 
1         lib.  viL 

sj  '  Thus  we  find  in  Caesar  (BelL  Gall.  L  63),  that  Ariovistus  had  two 

wives.  Others  had  more.  Hiis  indulgence  proved  more  difficult  to 
abolish,  as  it  was  considered  as  a  mark  of  opiilence,  and  an  appendage 
of  nobility. 

'  The  Germans  purchased  their  wives,  as  appears  from  the  following 
clauses  in  the  Saxon  law  concerning  marriage:  ''A  person  who  espouses 
a  wife  shall  pay  to  her  parents  300  solidi  (about  1802.  sterling) ;  but  if 
the  marriage  be  without  the  consent  of  the  parents,  the  damsel,  how- 
ever, consenting,  he  shall  pay  600  solidi.  If  neither  the  parents  nor 
damsel  consent,  that  is,  if  she  be  carried  off  by  violence,  he  shall  pay 
BOO  solidi  to  the  parents,  and  340  to  the  damsel,  and  restore  her  to  her 
parents." 
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late^  and  honoured  to  her  children;  what  her  daughters-in- 
law  are  to  receive,  and  again  transmit  to  her  grandchildren. 

19.  They  live,  therefore,  fenced  around  with  chafitity;^  cor- 
rupted by  no  seductive  spectacles,*  no  convivial  incitements. 
Men  and  women  are  alike  unacquainted  with  clandestine  cor-  \ 
respondence.  Adultery  is  extremely  rare  among  so  numeroiji^  y 
a  people.  Its  punishment  is  instant,  and  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
husband.  He  cuts  off  the  hair  ^  of  the  offender,  strips  her,  and 
in  presence  of  her  relations  expels  her  from  his  house,  and  pur- 
sues her  with  stripes  through  the  whole  village.^  Nor  is  any 
indidgence  shown  to  a  prostitute.  Neither  beauty,  youth,  nor 
riches  can  prociu*e  her  a  husband :  for  none  there  looks  on  vice 
with  a  smile,  or  calls  mutual  seduction  the  way  of  the  world. 
Still  more  exemplary  is  the  practice  of  those  states®  in  which 

^  Thus  in  the  Saxon  law,  concerning  dowries,  it  is  said:  ''The 
Ostfklii  and  Angrarii  determine,  that  if  a  woman  have  male  issue,  she 
is  to  possess  the  dower  she  received  in  marriage  during  her  life,  and 
transmit  it  to  her  sons."  \ 

2  £rgo  aeptcB  pudicitid  agwnt»    Some  editions  have  septd  pudicUid,    '  \ 
This  would  imply,  however,  rather  the  result  of  the  care  and  watchful-      | 
ness  of  their  husbands ;  whereas  it  seems  the  object  of  Tacitus  to  show     V 
that  this  their  chastity  was  the  effect  of  innate  virtue,  and  this  is  rather 
expressed  by  aeptee  pudidtidf  which  is  the  reading  of  the  Arundelian  MS. 

'  Seneca  speaks  with  great  force  and  warmth  on  this  subject :  "  No-        i 
thing  is  so  destructive  to  morals  as  loitering  at  public  entertainments ; 
for  vice  more  easily  insinuates  itself  into  the  heart  when  softened  by 
pleasure.    What  shall  I  say !    I  return  from  them  more  covetous, 
ambitious,  and  luxurious." — Epist.  viL 

*  The  Germans  had  a  great  regard  for  the  hair,  and  looked  upon 
cutting  it  off  as  a  heavy  disgrace;  so  that  this  was  made  a  punishment 
for  certain  crimes,  and  was  resented  as  an  injury  if  practised  upon  an 
innocent  person. 

*  From  an  epistle  of  St.  Boniface,  archbishop  of  Mentz,  to  Ethelbald, 
king  of  England,  we  learn  that  among  the  Saxons  the  women  them- 
selves inflicted  the  punishment  for  violated  chastity :  "  In  ancient 
Saxony  (now  Westphalia),  if  a  vii^gin  pollute  her  fathers  house,  or  a 
married  woman  prove  false  to  her  vows,  sometimes  she  is  forced  to  put 
an  end  to  her  own  life  by  the  halter,  and  over  the  ashes  of  her  burned 
body  her  seducer  is  hruiged:  sometimes  a  troop  of  females  assem- 
bling lead  her  through  the  circumjacent  villages,  lacerating  her  body, 
stripped  to  the  girdle,  with  rods  and  knives ;  and  thus,  bloody  and  full 
of  minute  woimds,  she  is  continually  met  by  new  tormenters,  who  in 
their  zeal  for  chastity  do  not  quit  her  till  she  is  dead,  or  scarcely  alive, 
in  order  to  inspire  a  dread  of  such  offences."  See  Michael  Alford's 
AnnsJes  Ecclesi89  Anglo-Saxon.,  and  Eccard. 

'  A  passage  in  Valerius  Maximus  renders  it  probable  that  the  Cim- 
brian  states  were  of  this  number:  '*  The  wives  of  the  Teutones  besought 
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none  bnt  viigins  marry,  and  the  expectations  and  wishes  of  a 
wife  are  at  once  brought  to  a  period  Thus,  thej  take  one 
husband  as  one  body  and  one  life;  that  no  thought,  no  desire, 
may  extend  beyond  him;  and  he  may  be  loved  not  only  as 
their  husband,  but  as  their  marriage.^  To  limit  the  increase 
of  children,'  or  put  to  death  any  of  the  later  progeny,'  is  ac- 
counted infieonous :  and  good  habits  have  there  more  influence 
than  good  laws  elsewhere.^ 

20.  In  every  house  the  children  grow  up,  thinly  and 
meanly  dad,^  to  that  bulk  of  body  and  limb  which  we  behold 
with  wonder.  Every  mother  suckles  her  own  children,  and 
does  not  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  servants  and  nursea 
No  indulgence  distinguishes  the  young  master  from  the  slave. 
They  lie  together  amidst  the  same  cattle,  upon  the  same 
ground,  till  age  ^  separates,  and  valour  marks  out,  the  free- 

KarioB,  after  hia  ^victory,  that  he  wotdd  deUrer  them  as  a  present  to 
the  Vestal  Tirgins ;  affirming  that  they  should  henoefoith,  equally  with 
themselves,  abstain  from  the  embraces  of  the  other  sez.  This  request 
not  being  granted,  they  all  atrsngled  themselyes  the  ensoing  ni^t*' — 
Lib.  vi.  1.  8.  • 

'  Among  the  Henili,  the  wife  was  expected  to  hang  herself  at  once 
at  the  grave  of  her  husband,  if  she  would  not  live  in  perpetual  infamy. 

'  TMs  expression  may  signify  as  well  the  murder  of  yoimg  childr^ 
as  the  procurement  of  abortion;  both  which  crimes  were  severely 
punished  by  the  German  laws. 

^  Quemquam  ex  agnatia.  By  agnaU  generally  in  Roman  law  were 
meant  relations  by  the  father's  side;  here  it  signifies  children  bom 
after  there  was  already  an  heir  to  the  name  and  property  of  the  father. 

*  Justin  has  a  similar  thought  concerning  the  Scythians:  "Justice  is 
cultivated  by  the  dispositions  of  the  people,  not  by  the  laws."  (iL  2.) 
How  inefficacious  the  good  laws  here  alluded  to  by  Tacitus  were  in 
preventing  enormities  among  the  Romans,  appears  from  the  frequent 
complaints  of  the  senators,  and  particularly  of  Minucius  Felix:  "I 
behold  you,  exposing  your  babes  to  the  iinld  beasts  and  birds,  or 
strangling  the  unhappy  wretches  with  your  own  hands.  Some  of  you, 
by  means  of  drugs,  extinguish  the  newly-formed  man  within  your 
bowels,  and  thus  commit  parricide  on  your  offspring  before  yon  bring 
them  into  the  world."  (Octavius,  c.  SO.)  So  familiar  was  this  practice 
grown  at  Rome,  that  the  virtuous  PUny  apologises  for  it,  alleging  that 
"  the  great  fertility  of  some  women  may  require  such  a  licence.** — 
xxix.  4.  87. 

'  Nudi  ae  tordidi  does  not  mean  "  in  nakedness  and  filth,*  as  most 
translators  have  supposed.  Personal  filth  is  inconsistent  with  the  daily 
practice  of  bathing  mentioned  c.  22 ;  and  iMtdu$  does  not  necessarily 
imply  absolute  nakedness  (see  note  4,  p.  298). 

"  This  age  appears  at  first  to  have  been  twelve  years;  for  then  a 
youth  became  Ikble  to  the  penalties  of  law.    Thus  in  the  Salic  law  it 


C.  21.]  TIES  OF  BELATIONSHIP.  311 

born.  The  youths  partake  late  of  the  pleasures  of  love,^  and 
hence  pass  the  age  of  puberty  unexhausted :  nor  are  the  vir- 
gins hurried  into  marriage ;  the  same  maturity,  the  same  full 
growth,  is  required:  the  sexes  unite  equally  matched,^  and 
robust;  and  the  children  inherit  the  vigour  of  their  parents. 
Children  are  regarded  with  equal  affection  by  their  maternal 
uncles '  "as  by  tiieir  fefhers':"  some  even  consider  this  as  the 
more  sacred  bond  of  consanguinity,  and  prefer  it  in  the  requf- 
sition  of  hostages,  as  if  it  held  the  mind  by  a  firmer  tie,  and 
the  family  by  a  more  extensive  obligation.  A  person's  own 
children,  however,  are  his  heirs  and  successors;  and  no  wills 
are  made.  If  there  be  no  children,  the  next  in  order  of 
inheritance  are  brothers,  paternal  and  maternal  uncles.  The 
more  numerous  are  a  man*s  relations  and  kinsmen,  the  more 
comfortable  is  his  old  age;  nor  is  it,  here  any  advantage  to  be  ' 
childless.^ 

21.  It  is  an  indispensable  dutj^to  adopt  flie  enmities*  of 
a  father  or  relation,  as  well  as  their  friendships :  these,  how- 

ij3  said,  **  If  a  child  tuader  twelve  commit  a  fault,  *  fred,'  or  a  mulct, 
^hall  not  be  required  of  him."    Afterwards  the  term  was  fifteen  years 
of  age.    Thus  in  the  Ripuary  law,  *^  A  child  under  fifteen  shall  not  be 
responsible."    Again,  *'  If  a  man  die,  or  be  killed,  and  leave  a  son ; 
before  he  have  completed  hid  fifteenth  year,  he  shall  neither  prosecute 
a  cause,  nor  be  called  upon  to  answer  in  a  suit :  but  at  this  term,  he 
must  either  answer  himself,  or  choose  an  advocate.    In  like  manner 
with  regard  to  the  female  sex."    The  Buigundian  law  provides  to  the 
same  effect    This  then  was  the  term  of  mi^'ority,  which  in  later  times, 
when  heavier  armour  was  used,  was  still  longer  delayed. 
.  ^  This  is  illustrated  by  a  passage  in  tisesar  (BelL  GaU.  vi  21) :  "  They 
who  are  the  latest  in  proving  their  virility  are  most  commended.  By  this       / 
delay  they  imagine  the  stature  is  increased,  the  strength  improved,  and      / 
the  nerves  fortified.  To  have  knowledge  of  the  other  sex  before  twenty  ^ 
years  of  age,  is  accounted  in  the  highest  degree  scandalous." 

^  Equal  not  only  in  age  and  constitution,  but  in  condition.  Many 
of  the  German  codes  of  law  annex  penalties  to  those  of  both  sexes  who 
many  persons  of  inferior  rank. 

3  Hence,  in  the  history  of  the  Merovingian  kings  of  France,  so  many 
instances  of  regard  to  sisters  and  their  children  appear,  and  so  many 
wars  underteken  on  their  account. 

*  The  court  paid  at  Rome  to  rich  persons  without  children,  by  the 
H»redipet8B,  or  legacy-hunters,  is  a  frequent  subject  of  censure  and 
ridicule  with  the  Roman  writers. 

,  »  Avengers  of  blood  are  mentiDned  in  the  law  of  Moses,  Numb. 
XXXV.  19.  In  the  Roman  law  also,  under  the  head  of  "those  who  on 
account  of  unworthlness  are  deprived  of  their  inheritance,"  it  is  pro- 
nounced, that  "  such  heirs  as  are  proved  to  have  neglected  revenging 
the  testetor's  death,  shall  be  obliged  to  restore  the  entire  profite  " 
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ever,  are  not  irreconcilable  or  perpetual.  Even  hpmicide  is 
atoned  ^  hj  o.  certain  fine  in  cattle  and  sheep ;  and  the  whol^ 
family  accepts  the  satisfaction^  tothe  advantage  of  the  public 
weal^  since  quarrels  are -most  dangerous  in  a  free  state.  No  . 
people  are  more  addicted  to  social  entertainments,  or  more 
liberal  in  the  exercise  of  hospitality.^  To  refuse  any  person 
whatever  admittance  under  their  roof,  is  accounted  flagitious.^ 
Every  one  according  to  his  ability  feasts  his  guest:  when  his 
provisions  are  exhausted,  he  who  was  late  the  host,  is  now 
the  guide  and  companion  to  another  hospitable  board.  They 
enter  the  next  house  uninvited,  and  are  received  with  equal 
cordiality.  No  one  makes  a  distinction  with  respect  to  the 
rights  of  hospitality,  between  a  stranger  and  an  acquaintance. 
The  departing  guest  is  presented  with  whatever  he  may  ask 
for;  and  with  the  same  freedom  a  boon  is  desired  in  return. 
They  are  pleased  with  presents;  but  think  no  obligation 
incurred  either  when  they  give  or  receive. 

22.  *  [Their  manner  of  living  with  their  guests  is  easy  and 
aflable.]  As  soon  as  they  arise  from  sleep,  which  they  gene- 
rally protract  till  late  in  the  day,  they  bathe,  usually  in 
warm  water,^  as  cold  weather  chiefly  prevails  there.  After 
bathing  they  take  their  meal,  each  on  a  distinct  seat,  and  at 

^  It  was  a  wise  provision,  that  among  this  fierce  and  warlike  people, 
revenge  should  be  commuted  for  a  payment.  That  this  intention 
might  not  be  frustrated  by  the  poverty  of  the  offender,  his  whole 
family  were  conjointly  bound  to  make  compensation. 

'  All  uncivilized  nations  agree  in  this  property,  which  becomes  less 
necessary  as  a  nation  improves  in  the  arts  of  civil  life. 

.'  Convictihus  et  kospitiia.  *^  Festivities  and  entertainments."  The 
former  word  applies  to  friends  and  fellow-countrymen;  the  latter, 
to  those  not  of  the  same  tribe,  and  foreigners.  Caesar  (Bell.  Gkll.  vi.  28) 
says,  *'  They  think  it  unlawful  to  offer  violence  to  their  guests,  who, 
on  whatever  occasion  they  come  to  them,  are  protected  from  injury, 
and  considered  as  sacred.  Every  house  is  open  to  them,  and  provision 
everywhere  set  befora  them."  Mela  (iii.  8)  says  of  the  Qermahs, 
"  They  make  right  consist  in  force,  so  that  they  are  not  ashamed  of 
robbery :  they  are  only  kind  to  their  guests,  and  merciful  to  suppli- 
ants. The  Burgimdian  law  lays  a  fine  of  three  solidi  on  every  man 
who  refuses  his  roof  or  hearth  to  the  coming  guest."  The  Salic  law, 
however,  rightly  forbids  the  exercise  of  hospitsJity  to  atrocious  crimi- 
nals; laying  a  penalty  on  the  person  who  shall  harbour  one  who  has  dug 
up  or  despoiled  the  dead,  till  he  has  made  satisfaction  to  the  relations. 

*  The  clause  here  put  within  brackets  is  probably  misplaced;  since 
it  does  not  connect  well  either  with  what  goes  before,  or  what  follows. 

'  The  Russians  are  at  present  the  most  remarkable  among  the 
northern  nations  for  the  use  of  warm  bathing.  Some  of  the  North 
American  tribes  also  have  their  hypocaosts,  or  stoves. 
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a  separate  table.^  Then  they  proceed,  armed,  to  business; 
and  not  less  frequently  to  convivial  parties,  in  which  it  is  no 
disgrace  to  pass  days  and  nights,  without  intermission,  in 
drinking.  The  frequent  quarrels  that  arise  amongst  them, 
when  intoxicated,  seldom  terminate  in  abusive  language,  but 
more  frequently  in  blood.^  In  their  feastsf,  they  generally 
deliberate  on  the  reconcilement  of  enemies,  on  family, 
alliances,  on  the  appointmenTbrchiefs,  and'finally  on  peace 
and  war;  conceiving  that  at  no  time  the  soul  is  more  opened 
to  sincerity,  or  warmed  to  heroism*  These  people,  naturally 
void  of  artifice  or  disguise,  disclose  the  most  secret  emotions 
of  their  hearts  in  the  freedom  of  festivity.  The  minds  of  all 
being  thus  displayed  without  reserve,  the  subjects  of  their 
deliberation  are  again  canvassed  the  next  day;^  and  each 
time  has  its  advantages.  They  consult  when  unable  to  dis* 
semble ;  they  determine  when  not  liable  to  mistake. 

23.  Their  drink  is  a  liquor  prepared  from  barley  or  wheat* 
brought  by  fermentation  to  a  certain  resemblance  of  wine. 
Those  who  border  on  the  Rhine  also  purchase  wine.  Their 
food  is  simple  j  wild  fruits,  fr^h  venison,*  or  coagulated  milk.® 

1  Eating  at  separate  tables  is  generally  an  indication  of  voracity. 
Traces  of  it  may  be  found  in  Homer,  and  other  writers  who  have  de* 
scribed  ancient  manners.  The  same  practice  has  also  been  observed 
among  the  people  of  Otaheite;  who  occasionally  devour  vast  quantities 
of  food. 

*  The  foHowing  article  in  the  Salic  law  shows  at  once  the  frequency 
of  these  bloody  quarrels,  and  the  laudable  endeavours  of  the  legisla- 
tui'e  to  restrain  them : — "  If  at  a  feast  where  there  are  four  or  five  men 
in  company,  one  of  them  be  killed,  the  rest  shall  either  convict  one  as 
the  offender,  or  shall  jointly  pay  the  composition  for  his  death.  And 
this  law  shall  extend  to  seven  persons  present  at  an  entertainment." 

3  The  same  custom  is  related  by  Herodotus,  i.  p.  68,  as  prevailing 
among  the  Persians. 

*  Of  this  liquor,  beer  or  ale,  Pliny  speaks  in  the  following  passage : 
"  The  western  nations  have  their  intoxicating  liquor,  made  of  steeped 
grain.  The  Egyptians  also  invented  drinks  o^  the  same  kind.  Thus 
drunkenness  is  a  stranger  in  no  part  of  the  world;  for  these  liquors  are 
taken  pure,  and  not  diluted  as  wine  is.  Tet,  surely,  the  Earth  thought 
she  was  producing  com.  "Oh,  the  wonderful  sagacity  of  our  vices  I 
we  have  discovered  how  to  render  even  water  intoxicating." — ^xiv.  22. 

'  Mela  says,  "  Their  manner  of  living  is  so  rude  and  savage,  that 
they  eat  even  raw  flesh;  either  fresh  killed,  or  softened  by  working 
with  their  hands  and  feet,  after  it  has  grown  stiff  in  the  hides  of  tame 
or  wild  animals."  (iii.  3.)  Florus  relates  that  the  f&irocity  of  the  Cimbri 
was  mitigated  by  their  feeding  on  bread  and  dressed  meat,  and  drink- 
ing wine,  in  the  softest  tract  of  Italy. — iii  3. 

*  This  must  not  be  understood  to  have  been  cheese;  although  Ceesar 
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They  satisfy  hunger  without  seeking  the  elegances  and  deli«- 
cacies  of  the  table.  Their  thirst  for  liquor  is  not  quenched 
with  equal  moderation.  If  their  propensity  to  drunkennesar 
be  gratified  to  the  extent  of  their  wishes,  intemperanoe  proves 
as  effectual  in  subduing  them  as  the  force  of  arms.'^ 

24.  They  have  only  one  kind  of  public  i^ctaoH.  which  ia 
exhibited  in  every  company.  Young  men,  who  make  it  their 
diversion,  dance  naked  amidst  drawn  swords  and  presoitedi 
spears.  Practice  has  conferred  skill  at  this  exercise,  and  skill 
has  givini  grace ;  but  they  do  not  exhibit  for  hire  or  gain :  the 
only  rewa^  of  this  pastime,  though  a  hazardous  one,  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  spectators.  What  is  extraordinary,  they  play  _ 
at  dicej^whensober^  as  a  serious  business :  and  that  with  suda 
a  desperate  venture  of  gain  or  loss,  tliat,  when  everything  else 
is  gone,  they  set  their  liberties  and  persons  on  the  last  throw. 
The  loser  goes  into  voluntary  servitude;  and,  though  th« 
youngest  and  strongest,  patiently  suffers  himself  to  be  bound 
and  sold.*    Such  is  their  obstinacy  in  a  bad  practice — they 

•ays  of  the  Qermans, ''  Their  diet  chiefly  consistB  of  milk,  cheese  and 
flesh."  (Bell.  Gall.  vi.  22.)  Pliny,  whb  was  thorougbly  acquainted  with 
the  German  manners,  tays,  mora  accurately,  **  It  is  surprising  that  the 
barbarous  nations  who  live  on  milk  should  for  so  many  ages  have  been 
ignorant  of,  or  have  rejected,  the  preparation  of  cheese;  especially 
since  they  thicken  their  milk  into  a  pleasant  tart  substance,  and  a  fat 
butter :  this  is  the  scum  of  milk,  of  a  thicker  consistence  than  what  is 
called  the  whey.  It  must  not  be  omitted  that  it  has  the  properties  of 
oil,  and  is  used  as  an  unguent  by  all  the  barbarians,  and  by  us  for 
children.'' — xi  41. 

^  This  policy  has  been  practised  by  the  Europeans  with  regard  to 
the  North  American  savages,  some  tribes  of  which  have  been  almoT 
totally  extirpated  by  it 

.  *  St  Ambrose  has  a  remarkable  passage  oonceming  this  spirit  o 
gaming  among  a  barbarous  people : — "  It  is  said  that  the  Huns,  wh< 
oontinuidly  make  war  upon  other  nations,  are  themselves  subject  to 
usurers,  with  whom  they  run  in  debt  at  play ;  and  that,  while  they 
live  without  laws,  they  obey  the  laws  of  the  dice  alone;  playing  when 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle;  carrying  dice  along  with  their  armft  wad 
perishing  more  bv  each  others'  hands  than  by  the  enemy.  In  the 
midst  of  victory  they  submit  to  become  captives,  and  sufier  plunder 
from  their  own  countrymen,  which  they  know  not  how  to  b€»r  from 
the  foe.  On  this  aooount  they  never  lay  aside  the  business  of  war, 
because,  when  they  have  lost  all  their  booty  by  the  dice,  they  have 
no  means  of  acquiring  fresh  supplies  for  play,  but  by  the  sword.  They 
are  frequently  borne  away  with  such  a  desperate  ardour,  that,  when 
the  loser  has  given  up  his  arms,  the  only  part  of  his  property  which 
he  greatly  values,  he  sets  the  power  over  his  life  at  a  smgle  cast  to  the 
winner  or  usurer.    It  is  a  fact,  that  a  person,  known'to  the  Romau 
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themselvefl  oall  it  honour.  The  filaves  thus  acquired  are 
0xobanged  awaj  in  conuneroey  that  the  viniyer  may  get  rid  of 
flie  scandal  of  his  yiotorj. 

25,  The  rest  of  theit  slaTes  haye  not,  like  ours,  partioolar 
employments  in  the  &mily  allotted  them.  Each  is  the 
in^ter  pf  a  habitation  and  household  of  his  own.  The  lord 
requires  from  him  a  oertun  quantity  of  gmin^oittle,  or  doth, . 
as  from  a  tenant;  and  so  £»  only  the  subjection  of  the  slaye 
extenda^  His  domestic  offices  are  performed  by  his  own  wife 
and  children.  It  is  usual  to  scouiige  a  slave,  or  punish  him 
)nth  chains  or  hard  labour.  They  are  sometimes  killed  by 
their  noasters;  not  through  severity  of  chastisement,  but  in 
the  heat  of  pasaion,  like  an  enemy;  with  this  difierence^  that 
it  is  done  with  impunity.^  Freedmen  are  little  superior  to 
^ves;  seldom. filling  «ny  important  office  in  the  family; 
never  in  the  state,  except  in  those  tribes  which  are  under 
regal  government.^  ^ere,  they  rise  above  the  free-bom^  and 
even  the  nobles:  in  the  rest,  the  subordinate  condition  of  the 
^-eedmen  is  a  proof  of  freedom. 

26.  Lending  money  upon  interest,  and  increasing  it  by 
usury,^  is  unsown  amongst  them ;  and  this  ignorance  more 
effectually  prevents  the  practice  than  a  prohibition  would  do. 
The  lands  are  occupied  by  townships,*  in  allotments  propor- 

emperor,  paid  the  price  of  a  servitude  which  he  had  by  this  means 
brought  upon  himself,  by  suffering  death  at  the  command  of  his 
master." 

^  The  condition  of  these  slayee  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  yassals, 
or  serfs,  who  a  few  centuries  ago  made  the  great  body  of  the  people 
in  ereiy  country  in  Europe.  The  Germans,  in  after  times,  hnitating 
the  Romans,  had  slaves  of  inferior  condition,  to  whom  the  name  of 
slave  became  appropriated;  while  those  in  the  state  of  rural  vassalage 
were  called  lidt, 

*  A  private  enemy  could  not  be  slain  with  impunity,  since  a  fine 
was  affixed  to  homicide;  but  a  man  might  kill  his  own  slave  without 
any  punishment.  If,  however,  he  killed  another  person's  slave,  he  vras 
oUiged  to  pay  his  price  to  the  owner. 

*  The  amasing  height  of  power  and  insolence  to  which  freedmen 
arrived  by  making  themselves  subservient  to  the  vices  of  the  prince, 
is  a  strildng  characteristic  of  the  reigns  of  some  of  the  worst  of  the 
Roman  emperors. 

*  In  Rome,  on  the  other  hand,  the  practice  of  usury  was,  as  our 
author  terms  it, ''  an  ancient  evil,  and  a  perpetual  source  of  sedition 
and  discord." — ^Annals,  vi.  16. 

*  All  the  copies  read  per  vieet,  "by  turns,*'  or  alternately;  but  the 
connexion  seems  evidently  to  re<}uire  the  easy  alteration  of  per  vieot, 
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tional  to  the  number  of  cultivators;  and  are  afterwards  par-  ' 

celled  out  among  the  indiViduals  of  the  district,  in  shares 
according  to  the  rank  and  condition  of  each  person.^    The  ^ ' 

wide  extent  of  plain  facilitates  this  partition.  The  arable 
lands  are  annually  changed,  and  a  part  left  fallow;  nor  do 
they  attempt  to  make  the  most  of  the  fertility  and  plenty  of 
the  soil,  by  their  own  industry  in  planting  orchards,  inclosing 
meadows,  and  watering  gardens.  Corn  is  the  only  product 
required  from  the  earth :  hence  their  year  is  not  divided  into 
so  many  seasons  as  ours;  for,  while  they  know  and  distinguish  -^ 

by  name  Winter,  Spring,  and  Summer,  they  are  unacquainted 
equally  with  the  appellation  and  bounty  of  Autumn.^  ^ 

27.  Their  funerals  are  without  parade.^  The  only  circum^ 
stance  to  which  they  attend,  is  to  burnTthe  bodies  of  eminent 
persons  with  some  particular  kinds  of  wood.     Neither  vest- 

which  has  been  approved  by  many  learned  commentators,  and  is  there* 
fore  adopted  in  this  translation. 

^  Caesar  has  several  particulars  concerning  this  part  of  German 
polity.  "They  are  not  studious  of  agriculture,  the  greater  part  of 
their  diet  consisting  of  milk,  cheese,  and  flesh;  nor  has  any  one  a  deter- 
minate portion  of  land,  his  own  peculiar  property;  but  the  magistrates 
and  chiefs  allot  .every  year  to  tribes  and  clansMps  forming  oommuni-  '^ 

ties,  as  much  land,  and  in  such  situations,  as  they  think  proper,  and 
oblige  them  to  remove  the  succeeding  year.  For  this  practice  they 
assign  several  reasons :  as,  lest  they  should  h6  led,  by  being  accustomed 
to  one  spot,  to  exchange  the  toils  of  war  for  the  business  of  agricul- 
ture; lest  they  should  acquire  a  passion  for  possessing  extensive 
domains,  and  the  more  powerful  should  be  tempted  to  dispossess  the 
weaker ;  lest  they  should  construct  buildings  with  more  art  than  was 
necessary  to  protect  them  from  the 'inclemencies  of  the  weather;  lest 
the  love  of  money  should  arise  amongst  them,  the  source  of  faction  ^ 

and  dissensions;  and  in  order  that  the  people,  beholding  their  own 
possessions  equal  to  those  of  the  most  powerful,  might  be  retained 
by  the  bonds  of  equity  and  moderation." — BelL  GalL  vi.  21. 

^  The  Germans,  not  planting  fruit-trees,  were  ignorant  of  the 
proper  products  of  autumn.  They  have  now  all  the  autumnal  fruits 
of  their  climate ;  yet  their  language  still  retains  a  memorial  of  their 
ancient  deficiencies,  in  having  no  term  for  this  season  of  the  year,  but 
one  denoting  the  gathering  in  of  com  alone — Merhstf  Harvest. 

'  In  this  respect,  as  well  as  many  others,  the  manners  of  the  Ger* 
mans  were  a  direct  contrast  to  those  of  the  Bomans.  Pliny  mentions 
a  private  person,  0.  Caecilius  Claudius  Isidorus,  who  ordered  the  sum 
of  about  10,000Z.  sterling  to  be  expended  in  his  funeral:  and  in  another 
place  he  says, "  Intelligent  persons  asserted  that  Arabia  did  not  produce 
such  a  quantity  of  spices  in  a  year  as  Nero  burned  at  the  obsequies  of 
his  Poppsea." — ^xxxiii  10,  and  xii  18. 
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ments  nor  perfumes  are  heaped  upon  the  pile  -?■  the  arms  of    _ 
the  deceased,  and  sometimes  his  horse,^  are  given  to  the  dames, 
The  tomb  is  a  mound  of  tur£     They  contemn  the  elaborate  / 
and  costly  honours  of  monumental  structures,  as  mere  bur- 
thens to  the  dead.     They  soon  dismiss  tears  and  lamentations ; 
slowly,  sorrow  and  regret.     They  think  it  the  women's  part^, 
to  bewail  their  friends,  the  men's  to  remember  them.  I  ^ 

28.  This  is  the  sum  of  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn*  ' 
concerning  the  origin  and  manners  of  the  Germans  in  general. 
I  now  proceed  to  mention  those  particulars  in  which  they 
differ  from  each  other;  and  likewise  to  relate  what  nations 
have  migrated  from  Germany  into  Gaul.  That  great  writer, 
the  deified  Julius,  asserts  that  the  Gauls  were  formerly  the 
superior  people;^  whence  it  is  probable  that  some  Gallic 
colonies  passed  over  into  Germany :  for  how  small  an  obstacle 
would  a  river  be  to  prevent  any  nation,  as  it  increased  in 

'  The  following  lines  of  Lucan,  describing  the  last  honours  paid  by 
Cornelia  to  the  body  of  Pompey  the  Qreat,  happily  illustrate  the 
customs  here  referred  to : — 

Collegit  Testes,  miserique  insignia  Magni, 

Armaque,  et  impressas  auro,  quas  gesserat  olim 

Exuvias,  pictasque  togas,  velamina  summo 

Ter  conspecta  Jovi,  funestoqne  intulit  igni — Lib.  ix.  175. 

''  There  shone  his  arms,  with  antique  gold  inlaid, 
There  the  rich  robes  which  she  herself  had  made, 
Robes  to  imperial  Jove  in  triumph  thrice  display'd : 
The  relics  of  his  past  victorious  days, 
Now  this  his  latest  trophy  serve  to  raise, 
And  in  one  common  flame  together  blaze." — ^Rowe. 

'  Thus  in  the  tomb  of  Childeric,  king  of  the  Franks,  were  found  his 
spear  and  sword,  and  tdso  his  horse's  head,  with  a  shoe,  and  gold 
buckles  and  housings.  A  human  skull  was  likewise  discovered,  which, 
perhaps,  was  that  of  his  groom. 

'  Caesar's  account  is  as  follows : — **  There  was  formerly  a  time  when 
the-Gauls  surpassed  the  Germans  in  bravery,  and  made  war  upon  them; 
and,  on  account  of  their  multitude  of  people  and  scarcity  of  land,  sent 
colonies  beyond  the  Rhine.  The  most  fertile  parts  of  Germany,  adjoin- 
ing to  the  Hercynian  forest,  (which,  I  observe,  was  known  by  report  to 
Eratosthenes  and  others  of  the  Greeks,  and  called  by  them  Orcinia,) 
were  accordingly  occupied  by  the  Vole®  and  Tectosages,  who  settled 
there.  These  people  still  continue  in  the  same  settlements,  and  have 
a  high  character  as  well  for  the  administration  of  justice  as  military 
prowess :  and  they  now  remain  in  the  same  state  of  penury  and  content 
as  the  Germans,  whose  manner  of  life  they  have  adopted." — BelL 
GalL  VL  24. 
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Strength,  &om  occupying  or  changing  settlements  as  jet  lying 
in  common,  and  unappropriated  by  the  power  of  monarchies ! 
Atscordingly,  the  tiact  betwixt  the  Hercynian  forest  and  the 
rivers  Rhine  and  Mayne  was  possessed  by  the  Helvetii:^  and 
that  beyond,  by  the  Boii;  ^  both  Gallic  tribes.  The  name  of 
Boiemum  still  remains,  a  memorial  of  the  ancient  settlement, 
though  its  inhabitants  are  now  changed.^  But  whether  the 
Aravisci**  migrated  into  Fiannonia  from  the  Osi,^  a  German 
nation;  or  the  Osi  into  Germany  from  the  Ajravisd;  the 
language,  institutions,  and  manners  of  both  being  still  the 
same,  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty;  for,  in  their  pristine  state 
of  equal  indigence  and  equal  liberty,  the  same  advantages  and 
disadvantages  were  common  to  both  sides  of  the  river.  The 
Treveri^  and  Nervii^  are  ambitious  of  being  thought  of  Ger- 
man origin;  as  if  the  reputation  of  this  descent  would  distin- 
guish them  from  the  Gauls,  whom  they  resemble  in  person 
and. effeminacy.  The  Yangiones,  Triboci,  and  Nemetes,^  who 
inhabit  the  bank  of  the  Bhine,  are  without  doubt  German 

^  The  inliabitaiits  of  Switzerland,  then  extending  further  than  at 
present,  towards  Lyons. 

3  A  nation  of  Gauls,  bordering  on  the  Helvetii,  as  appears  from 
Strabo  and  C»sar.  After  being  conquered  by  Caesar,  the  ^dui  gave 
them  a  settlement  in  the  country  now  called  the  Bourbonnois.  The 
name  of  their  German  colony,  Boiemum,  is  still  extant  in  Bohemia. 
The  sBra  at  which  the  Helretii  and  Boii  penetrated  into  Germany  is  not 
ascertained.  It  seems  probable,  however,  that  it  was  in  the  reign  of 
Tarquinius  Priscus;  for  at  that  time,  aa  we  are  told  by  Livy,  Ambigatus, 
king  of  the  Bituriges  (people  of  Berry),  sent  his  sistei^s  son  Sigovesus 
into  the  Hercynian  forest,  with  a  colony,  in  order  to  exonerate  lus  king- 
dom which  was  oyerpeopled.  (Liyy,  ▼.  33,  et  seq.) 

>  In  the  time  of  Augustus,  the  Boii,  driven  from  Boiemum  by  the 
Marcomanni,  retired  to  Noricum,  which  from  them  was  called  Boioaria, 
now  Bavaria. 

*  This  people  inhabited  that  part  of  Lower  Hungary  now  called  the 
PalatmateofPilis. 

'  Towards  the  end  of  this  treatise,  Tacitus  seems  T^imaAlf  to  decide 
this  point,  observing  that  their  use  of  the  Pannonian  language,  and 
acquiescence  in  paying  tribute,  prove  the  Osi  not  to  be  a  Uenoan 
nation.  They  were  settled  beyond  the  Marcomanni  and  Quadi,  and 
occupied  the  northern  part  of  Transdanubian  Hungary;  perhaps  ex- 
tending  to  Silesia,  where  is  a  place  called  Ossen  in  the  duchy  of  Oelsy 
famous  for  salt  and  glass  works.  The  learned  Pelloutier,  however, 
contends  that  the  Osi  were  Germans ;  but  with  less  probability. 

^  The  inhabitants  of  the  modem  diocese  of  Treves. 

'  Those  of  Cambresis  and  Hainault. 

'  Those  of  tJie  dioceses  of  Worms,  Strasbui^,  and  Spires. 
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tribes.  Nor  do  the  Ubii,^  fdthough  they  have  been  thought 
^vorthj  of  being  made  a  Roman  colony,  and  are  pleased  iu 
bearing  the  name  of  Agrippinenses  from  their  founder,  blush 
to  acknowledge  their  origin  from  Germany;  from  whence 
they  formerly  migrated,  and  for  their  approved  fidelity  were 
settled  on  the  bfmk  of  the  Rhine,  not  that  they  might  be 
guarded  themselves,  but  that  they  might  serve  as  a  guard 
against  invaders. 

29.  Of  all  these  people^  the  most  £uned  for  valour  are  the 
Batavi;  whose  territories  comprise  but  a  small  pai*t  of  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine,  but  consist  chiefly  of  an  island  within  it.^ 
These  were  formeriy  a  tribe  of  the  Catti,  who,  on  account  of 
an  intestine  division,  removed  to  their  present  settlements,  in 
order  to  become  a  part  of  the  Roman  empire.  They  still 
retain  this  honour,  together  with  a  memorial  of  their  ancient 
alliance;^  for  they  are  neither  insulted  by  taxes,  nor  oppressed 
by  farmers  of  the  revenue,  Exempt  from  fiscal  burthens  and 
extraordinary  contributions,  and  kept  apart  for  military  use 
alone,  they  are  reserved,  like  a  magazine  of  arms,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  war.  The  nation  of  the  Mattiaci^  is  under  a  degree 
of  subjection  of  the  same  kind:  for  the  greatness  of  the 
Roman  people  has  carried  a  reverence  for  the  empire  beyond 
the  Rhine  and  the  ancient  limits.  The  Mattiaci,  therefore, 
though  occupying  a  settlement  and  borders^  on  the  opposite 

^  Those  of  the  diocese  of  Cologne.  The  Ubii,  migrating  from  Ger- 
many to  Gkiul,  on  aocotmt^  of  the  enmity  of  the  Catti,  and  their  own 
attachment  to  the  Roman  interest,  were  received  under  the  protection 
of  Marcus  Agrippa,  in  the  y«ar  of  Rome  717.  (Strabo,  iv.  p.  194.) 
Agrippina^  the  wife  of  Claudius  and  mother  of  Nero,  who  was  bom 
among  them,  obtained  the  settlement  of  a  colony  there,  which  was 
called  after  her  nameu 

*  Now  the  Betttwe,  part  of  the  provinces  of  Holland  and  Guelder- 
hoid. 

'  Hence  the  Batavi  are  termed,  in  an  ancient  inscription,"  the  brothers 
and  friends  of  the  Roman  people." 

*  This  nation  inhabited  part  of  the  countries  now  called  the  Weteraw, 
Hesse,  Isenburg,  and  Fi^da.  In  this  territory  was  Mattium,  now 
Marpuig,  and  the  Pontes  Mattiaci,  now  Wisbaden,  near  Mentz. 

^  The  several  people  of  Germany  had  their  respective  borders, 
joalled  marks  or  marches,  which  they  defended  by  preserving  them  in  a 
desert  and  uncultivated  state.  Thus  Csesar,  Bell.  Gall.  iv.  3 :— "  They 
think  it  the  greatest  honour  to  a  nation,  to  have  as  wide  an  extent  of 
vacant  land  around  their  dominions  as  possible;  by  which  it  is  indi- 
cated, that  a  great  number  of  neighbouring  communities  are  unable  to 
withstand  them.    On  this  account,  the  Suevi  are  said  to  have,  on  one 
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Bide  of  the  river,  from  sentiment  and  attachment  act  with  us; 
resembling  the  Batavi  in  every  respect,  except  that  they  are 
animated  with  a  more  vigorous  spirit  by  the  soil  and  air  of 
their  own  country.^  I  do  not  reckon  among  the  people  of- 
Germany  those  who  occupy  the  Decumate  knds,^  although 
inhabiting  between  the  Bliine  and  Danube.  Some  of  the 
most  fickle  of  the  Gauls,  rendered  daring  through  indigence, 
seized  upon  this  district  of  uncertain  property.  Afterwards, 
our  boundaiy  line  being  advanced,  and  a  chain  of  fortified 
posts  establii^ed,  it  became  a  skirt  of  the  empire,  and  part 
of  the  Roman  province.^ 

30.  Beyond  these  dwell  the  Oatti,^  whose  settlements, 
beginning  from  the  Hercynian  forest,  are  in  a  tract  of  country 
less  open  and  marshy  than  those  which  overspread  the  other 
states  of  Germany ;  for  it  consists  of  a  continued  range  of  hills, 
which  gradually  become  more  scattered;  and  the  Hercynian 
forest^  both  accompanies  and  leaves  behind,  its  Catti.     This 

Bide,  a  tract  of  600  (some  learned  men  think  we  should  read  60)  miles 
desert  for  their  boundaries.**  In  another  place  Csesar  mentions,  as 'an 
additional  reason  for  this  policy,  that  they  think  themselves  thereby 
rendered  secure  from  the  danger  of  sudden  incursions.  (Bell.  Gall. 
vL  13.) 

^  The  difference  between  the  low  situation  and  moist  air  of  Batavia, 
and  the  high  and  dry  country  of  the  Mattiaci,  will  sufficiently  justify 
this  remark,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  allow  anything  to  tike  influ* 
ence  ol>climate. 

*  Now  Swabia.  When  the  Marcomanni,  towards  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Augustus,  quitting  their  settlements  near  the  Rhine,  migrated 
to  Bohemia,  the  lands  they  left  vacant  were  occupied  by  some  unsettled 
Qatds  among  the  Bauraci  and  SequanL  They  seem  to  have  been 
called  Decumates  (Decimated),  because  the  inhabitants,  liable  to  ^  the 
incursions  of  the  Germans,  paid  a  tithe  of  their  products  to  be  received 
under  'the  protection  of  the  Romans.  Adrian  defended  them  by  a 
rampart,  which  extended  from  Neustadt,  a  town  on  the  Danube  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Altmiihl,  to  the  Neckar  near  Wimpfen;  a  space 
of  sixty  French  leagues. 

*  Of  Upper  Germany. 

^  The  Catti  possessed  a  large  territoiy  between  the  Rhine,  Mayne, 
and  Sala,  and  the  Hartz  forest  on  this  side  the  Weser;  where  are  now 
the  countries  of  Hesse,  Thuringia,  part  of  Paderbom,  of  Fulda^  and  of 
Franconia.  Learned  writers  have  frequently  noted,  that  what  Cassar, 
Florus,  and  Ptolemy  have  said  of  the  Suevi,  is  to  be  understood  of  the 
Catti.  Leibnitz  supposes  the  Catti  were  so  called  from  the  active 
animal  which  they  resemble  in  name,  the  German  for  cat  being  CaUe^ 
or  Hesten. 

'  l^liny,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  Germany,  gives  a  very  striking 
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nation  is  distinguished  by  hardier  frames,^  compactness  of  limb, 
fierceness  of  countenance,  and  superior  -vigour  of  mind.  For 
Germans,  they  have  a  considerable  share  of  understanding  and 
6agacity:  they  choose  able  persons  to  command,  and  obey 
them  when  chosen;  keep  their  ranks;  seize  opportunities; 
restrain  impetuous  motions ;  distribute  properly  the  business 
of  the  day;  intrench  themselves  against  the  night;  account 
fortune  dubious,  and  valour  only  certain;  and,  what  is  ex- 
tremely rare,' and  only  a  consequence  of  discipline,  depend 
more  upon  the  general  than  the  army.^  Their  force  consists 
entirely  in  infantry ;  who,  besides  their  arms,  are  obliged  to 
carry  tools  and  provisions.  Other  nations  appear  to  go  to  a 
battle;  the  Catti,  to  war.  Excursions  and  casual  encounters 
are  rare  amongst  them^  It  is,  indeed,  peculiar  to  cavsJry  soon 
to  obtain,  and  soon  to  yield,  the  victory.  Speed  borders  upon 
timidity;  slow  movements  are  more  akin  to  steady  valour. 

31.  A  custom  followed  among  the  other  German  nations 
only  by  a  few  individuals,  of  more  daring  spirit  than  the  rest, 
is  adopted  by  general  consent  among  the  Catti.  From  the 
time  they  arrive  at  years  of  maturity  thev  let  their  hair  and 
beard  grow;  ^  and  do  not  divest  themselves  of  this  votive 

description  of  the  Hercynian  forest: — '*  The  vast  trees  of  the  Hercynian 
forest,  untouched  for  ages,  and  as  old  as  the  world,  by  their  almost 
immortal  destiny  exceed  common  wonders.  Not  to  mention  circum- 
stances which  would  not  be  credited,  it  is  certain  that  hills  are  raised 
by  the  repercussion  of  their  meeting  roots;  and  where  the  earth  does 
not  follow  them,  arches  are  formed  as  high  as  the  branches,  which, 
struggling,  as  it  were,  with  each  other,  are  bent  into  the  form  of  open 
gates,  so  wide,  that  troops  of  horse  may  ride  under  them.** — xvi.  2. 

^  Jhvriora  corpora^  "Hardier  frames;"  t.e.  than  the  rest  of  the 
Germans.  At  Hist,  ii  32,  the  Germans,  in  general,  are  said  to  haye 
fivLxa  corpora;  while  in-<3. 4  of  this  treatise  they  are  described  as  tcmr 
tttnt  ad  vmpetvm  valicUi. 

2  FloruB,  it  18,  well  expresses  this  thought  by  the  sentence  "Tanti 
exercitus,  quanti  imperator."  "An  army  is  worth  so  much  as  its 
general  is." 

»  Thus  Civilis  is  said  by  our  author  (Hist.  iv.  61),  to  have  let  his  hair 
and  beard  grow  in  consequence  of  a  private  vow.  Thus  too,  in  Paul 
Wamefrid's  "  History  of  the  Lombards,"  iiL  7,  it  is  related,  that  "  six 
thousand  Saxons  who  survived  the  war,  vowed  that  they  would  never 
cut  their  hair,  nor  shave  their  beards,  till  they  had  been  revenged  of 
their  enemies,  the  Suevi"  A  later  instance  of  this  custom  is  mentioned 
by  Strada  (Bell.  Belg.  vii.  p.  344),  of  William  Lume,  one  of  the  Counts 
of  Mark,  "  who  bound  himself  by  a  vow  not  to  cut  his  hair  till  he  had 
revenged  the  deaths  of  Egmont  and  Horn." 
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badge,  the  promise  of  Yalour,  till  they  have  slain  an  enemy. 
Over  blood  and  spoils  they  unveil  the  countenance,  and  pro- 
claim  that  they  have  at  length  paid  the  debt  of  existence, 
and  have  proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  coimtry  and 
parents.  The  cowardly  and  effeminate  continue  in  their 
squalid  disguise.  The  bravest  among  them  wear  also  an  iron 
ring^  (a  mark  of  ignoipiny  in  that  nation)  as  a  kind  of  chain, 
till  they  have  released  themselves  by  the  slaughter  of  a  foe. 
Many  of  the  Catti  assume  this  distinction,  and  grow  hoary 
under  the  mark,  conspicuous  both  to  foes  and  finends.  By 
these,  in  every  engagement,  the  attack  is  begun :  they  com-- 
pose  the  front  line,  presenting  a  new  spectacle  of  terror.  Even 
in  peace  they  do  not  relax  the  sternness  of  their  aspect.  They 
iiave  no  h(»ise,  land,  or  domestic  cares:  they  are  maintained 
by  whomsoever  they.viat:  lavish  of  another's  property,  re- 
gardless of  their  own;  till  the  debility  of  age  renders  them 
unequal  to  such  a  rigid  course  of  military  virtue.^ 
.  32.  Next  to  the  Catti,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ehine,  where, 
now  settled  in  its  channel,  it  is  become  a  suiBScient  boundary, 
dwell  the  Usipii  and  Tencteri.*  The  latter  people,  in  addition 
to  the  usual  military  reputation,  are  famed  for  the  discipline 
of  their  cavalry;  nor  is  the  infantry  of  the  Catti  in  .higher 
estimation  than  the  horse  of  the  Tencteri.     Their  ancestors 

^  The  iron  ring  seems  to  have  been  a  badge  of  slavery.  This  custom 
vas  .revived  in  later  times,  but  rather  with  a  gallant  than  a  military 
intention.  Thus,  in  the  year  1414,  John  duke  of  Bourbon,  in  order  to 
ingratiate  himself  with  his  mistress,  vowed,  together  with  sixteen 
knights  and  gentlemen^  that  they  would  wear,  he  and  the  knights  a 
gold  xini!^,  the  gentlemen  a  silver  one,  round  their  left  l^s,  every 
Sunday  for  two  years,  till  they  had  met  with  an  equal  number  of  knights 
and  gentlemen  to  contend  with  them  in  a  tournament.  (Yertot,  M^m. 
de  TAcad..  des  Inscr.  tom.  iL  p.  596.) 

^  It  was  this  nation  of  Catti,  which,  about  150  years  afterwards, 
limiting  with  the  remains  of  the  Cherusci  on  this  side  the  Weser,  the 
Attuarii,  Sioambri,  Chamavi,  Bructeri,  and  Chauci,  entered  into  the 
Francic  league,  and,  conquering  the  Romans,  seized  upon  Qaul.    From  * 
them  are  deiived  the  name,  maimers,  and  laws  of  the  French. 

'  These  two  tribes,  imited  by  a  community  of  wars  and  miafortunei^ 
had  formerly  been  driven  from  the  settlements  on  the  Rhine  a  little 
below  Mentz.  *  They  then,  according  to  Caesar,  (Bell.  GaU.  iv.  1,  d 
seq.)  occupied  the  territories  of  the  Menapii  on  both  sides  the  Rhine^ 
StUl  proving  unfortunate,  they  obtained  the  lands  of  the  Sicambri,  who, 
in  the  reign  of  Augustus,  were  removed  on  this  side  the  Rhine  by 
Tiberius:  these  were  the  present  counties  of  Berg,  Mark,  Lippe,  and 
Waldeck;  and  the  bishopric  of  Paderbom. 
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established  it,  and  are  imitated  by  posterity.  HorsemaoBhip 
is  the  sport  of  their  children,  the  point  of  emulation  of  their 
youth,  and  the  exercise  in  which  they  persevere  to  old  age. 
Horses  are  bequeathed  along  with  the  domestics,  the  house- 
hold gods,  ^nd  the  rights  of  inheritance :  they  do  not,  how- 
ever, like  other  things,  go  to  the  eldest  son,  but  to  the  bravest 
pud  most  warlike. 

33.  Contiguous  to  the  Tencteri  were  formerly  the  Bruc- 
teri;^  but  report  now  says  that  the  Chamavi  and  Angrivarii,^ 
migrating  into  their  country,  have  expelled  and  entirely  ex- 
tirpated them,^  with  the  concurrence  of  the  neighbouring 
nations,  induced  either  by  hatred  of  their  arrogance,^  love  of 
phmder,  or  the  favour  of  the  gods  towards  the  Komans.  For 
they  even  gratified  us  with  the  spectacle  of  a  battle,  in  which 
above  sixty  thousand  Germans  were  slain,  not  by  Koman 
arms,  but,  what  was  still  grander,  by  mutual  hostilities,  as  it 
were  for  our  pleasure  and  entertainment.^     May  the  nations 

^  Their  Bettlements  were  between  the  rivers  Rhine,  Lippe  (Lnppia), 
ftnd  Ems  (Amisia),  and  the  province  of  Friesland;  now  the  countries 
pf  Westphalia  and  Over-IsseL  Alting  (Notit.  German.  Infer,  p.  20) 
supposes  they  derived  their  name  from  Bro^;xn,  or  Brttchefif  meunshes, 
on  account  of  their  frequency  in  that  tract  of  country. 

'  Before  this  migration,  the  Chamavi  were  settled  on  the  Ems,  where 
at  present  are  Lingen  and  Osnuburg;  the  Angrivarii,  on  the  Weser 
(Visurgis),  where  are  Minden  and  Schawenburg.  A  more  ancient  mi- 
gration of  the  Chamavi  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  is  cursorily  men- 
tioned by  Tacitus,  Annal.  ziii  55.  The  Angrivarii  were  afterwards 
called  Angrarii,  and  became  part  of  the  Saxon  nation. 

*  They  were  not  so  entirely  extirpated  that  no  relics  of  them  re- 
mained. They  were  even  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  Francic  league,  as 
before  related.  Claudiah  also,  in  his  panegyric  on  the  fourth  consulate 
of  Honorius,  v.  450,  mentions  them. 

Venit  accola  sylY» 
Bructerus  Hercynise. 
'*  The  Bruoterian,  borderer  on  the  Hercynian  forest,  came*'' 
After  their  expulsion,  they  settled,  according  to  Eccard,  between 
Cologne  and  Hesse. 

*  The  Bructeri  were  under  regal  govcimment,  and  maintained  many 
wars  against  the  Romans,  ^ence  their  arrogance  and  power.  Before 
they  were  destroyed  by  their  countrymen,  Vestricius  Spurinna  terrified 
them  into  submission  without  an  action,  and  had  on  that  account  a  tri- 
umphal statue  decreed  him.  Pliny  the  younger  mentions  this  fact, 
book  ii  epist.  7. 

*  An  allusion  to  gladiatorial  spectacles.  This  slaughter  happened 
near  the  canal  of  Brusus,  where  the  Roman  guard  on  the  Rhine  could 
be  spectators  of  the  battle.  The  account  of  it  came  to  Rome  in  the 
first  year  of  Trajan. 

t2 
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retain  and  perpetuate,  if  not  an  affection  for  us,  at  least  an 
animosity  against  each  other !  since,  while  the  fate  of  the 
empire  is  thus  urgent/  fortune  can  bestow  no  higher  benefit 
upon  us,  than  the  discord  of  our  enemies. 

34.  Contiguous  to  the  Angrivarii  and  Chamavi  backwards 
lie  the  Dulgibini,  Chasauri,^  and  other  nations  less  known.^ 
In  &ont,  the  Frisii^  succeed;  who  are  distinguished  by  thd 
appellations  of  Greater  and  Lesser,  from  their  proportional 
power.  The  settlements  of  both  stretch  along  the  border  of 
the  Ehine  to  the  ocean;  and  include,  besides,  vast  lakes,^ 
which  have  been  navigated  by  Eoman  fleets.  We  have  even 
explored  the  oceaji  itself  on  t^at  side;  and  fame  reports  that 
columns  of  Hercules^  are  still  remaining  on  that  coa^; 
whether  it  be  that  Hercules  was  ever  there  in  reality,  or  that 

'  As  this  treatise  was  written  in  the  reign  of  Trajan,  when  the  affairs 
of  the  Romans  appeared  nnusnally  prosperous,  some  critics  have  ima- 
gined that  Tacitus  wrote  viffemtHms,  "flourishing,"  instead  of  twgerUihus, 
'^urgent."  But  it  is  sufficiently  evident,  from  other  passages,  that  the 
causes  which  were  operating  gradually,  but  surely,  to  the  destruction 
of  the  Roman  empire,  did  not  escape  the  penetration  of  Tacitus,  even 
when  disguised  by  the  most  flattering  appearances.  The  common 
reading  is  therefore,  probably,  right. — Aikiai, 

'  These  people  flrst  resided  near  the  head  of  the  Lippe;  and  then 
removed  to  the  settlements  of  the  Chamavi  and  Angrivarii,  who  had 
expelled  the  Bructeri.  They  s^pear  to  have  been  the  same  with  those 
whom  Yelleius  Paterculus,  ii.  105,  calls  the  Attuarii,  and  by  that  name 
they  entered  into  the  Francic  league.    Strabo  calls  them  Chattuarii 

'  Namely,  the  Ansibarii  and  Tubantes.  The  Ansibarii  or  Amsibarii 
are  thought  by  Alting  to  have  derived  their  name  from  their  neighbour- 
hood to  the  river  Ems  (Amisia);  and  the  Tubantes,  from  their  frequent 
change  of  habitation,  to  have  been  called  Tho  Benten,  or  the  wan* 
dering  troops,  and  to  have  dwelt  where  now  is  Drente  in  Over-Issel, 
Among  these  nations,^  Furstenburg  (Monum.  Paderbom.)  enumerates 
the  Ambrones,  borderers  upon  the  river  Ambrus,  now  Emmeren. 

*  The  Frieslanders.  The  lesser  Frisii  were  settled  on  this  side,  the 
greater,  on  the  other,  of  the  Flevum  (Zuyder-zee). 

^  In  the  time  of  the  Romans  this  country  was  covered  by  vast  meres, 
or  lakes;  which  were  made  still  larger  by  frequent  .inundations  of  the 
sea.  Of  these,  one  so  late  as  1530  overwhelmed  seventy-two  villages; 
and  another,  still  more  terrible,  in  1569,  laid  under  water  great  part  of 
the  sea-coast  of  Holland,  and  almost  all  Friesland,  in  which  alona 
20,000  persons  were  drowned. 

^  Wherever  the  land  seemed  to  terminate,  and  it  appeared  impossibla 
to  proceed  further,  maritime  nations  have  feigned  pillars  of  Hercules. 
Those  celebrated  by  the  Frisians  must  have  been  at  the  extremity  of 
Friesland,  and  not  in  Sweden  and  the  Cimmerian  promontoiy,  as  Rud- 
beck  supposes. 
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whatever  great  and  magnificent  is  anywhere  met  with  is,  by 
common  consent,  ascribed  to  his  renowned  name.  The  attempt 
of  Drusus  Germanicus^  to  make  discoveries  in  these  parts 
was  sufficiently  daring;  but  the  ocean  opposed  any  further 
inquiry  into  itself  and  Hercules.  After  a  while  no  one  renewed* 
the  attempt ;  and  it  was  thought  more  pious  and  reverential 
to  believe  the  actions  of  the  gods,  than  to  investigate  them. 

35.  Hitherto  we  have  traced  the  western  side  of  Germany. 
It  turns  from  thence  with  a  vast  sweep  to  the  north:  and 
first  occurs  the  country  of  th6  Chauci,^  which,  though  it 

1  Drusus,  the  brother  of  Tiberius,  and  father  of  Gennanicus,  im- 
posed a  tribute  on  the  Frisians,  as  mentioned  in  the  Annals,  iv.  72, 
and  performed  other  eminent  services  in  Qermany;  whence  he  was 
himself  styled  Gfermanicus. 

'  The  Chauci  extended  along  the  sea-coast  from  the  Ems  to  the  Elbe 
(Albis);  whence  they  bordered  on  all  the  fore-mentioned  nations,  be- 
tween which  and  the  Cherusci  they  came  round  to  the  CattL  The 
Chauci  were  distinguished  into  Greater  and  Lesser.  The  Greater,  accord- 
ing to  Ptolemy,  inhabited  the  country  between  the  Weser  and  the  Elbe; 
the  Lesser,  that  between  the  Weser  and  Ems;  but  Tacitus  (Annals,  xi. 
19)  seems  to  reverse  this  order.  Alting  supposes  the  Chauci  had 
their  name  from  KoMkeUj  signifying  persons  eminent  for  valour  and 
fidelity,  which  agrees  with  the  character  Tacitus  gives  them.  Others 
derive  it  from  KanJc,  an  owl,  with  a  reference  to  the  enmity  of  that 
animal  to  cats  (CiUti),  Others,  from  Kaiten,  daws,  of  which  there  are 
great  numbers  on  their  coast.  Pliny  has  admirably  described  the 
coimtry  and  manners  of  the  maritime  Chauci,  in  his  account  of  people 
who  live  without  any  trees  or  fruit-bearing  vegetables: — "In  the  North 
are  the  nations  of  Chauci,  who  are  divided  into  Greater  and  Lesser. 
Here,  the  ocean,  having  a  prodigious  flux  and  reflux  twice  in  the  space 
of  every  day  and  night,  rolls  over  an  immense  tract,  leaving  it  a  matter 
of  perpetual  doubt  whether  it  is  part  of  the  land  or  sea.  In  this  spot, 
the  wretched  natives,  occupying  either  the  tops  of  hills,  or  artificiai 
mounds  of  turf,  raised  out  of  reach  of  the  highest  tides,  build  their 
BmaU  cottages;  which  appear  like  sailing  vessels  whAi  the  water  covers 
th&  pircumjacent  ground,  and  like  wrecks  when  it  has  retired.  Here 
from^their  huts  they  pursue  the  fish,  continually  flying  from  them  with 
the  waves.  They  do  not,  like  their  neighbours,  possess  cattle,  and  feed  on 
milk ;  nor  have  they  a  warfare  to  maintain  against  wild  beasts ;  for  every 
fruit  of  the  earth  is  far  removed  frt)m  them.  With  flags  and  sea-weed 
they  twist  cordage  for  their  fiahing-nets.  For  fuel  they  use  a  kind  of 
mud,  taken  up  by  hand,  and  dried,  rather  in  the  wind  than  the  sun : 
with  this  earth  they  heat  their  food,  and  warm  their  bodies,  stiffened 
hj  the  rigorous  north.  Their  only  drink  is  rain-water  collected  in 
ditches  at  the  thresholds  of  their  doors.  Tet  this  miserable  people,  if 
conquered  to-day  by  the  Roman  arms,  would  call  themselves  slaves. 
Thus  it  is  that  fortune  spares  many  to  their  own  punishment." — ^Hlst. 
Nat  xvi.  1. 
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begins  immediately  from  Frisia,  and^  occupies  part  of  the 
sea-shore,  yet  stretches  so  far  as  to  border  on  all  the  nations 
before  mentioned,  till  it  winds  round  so  as  to  meet  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Catti.  This  immense  tract  is  not  only  possessed, 
t)ut  filled  by  the  Chauci ;  a  people  the  noblest  of  the  Germans, 
ywho  choose  to  maintain  their  greatness  by  justice  rather  than 
*- violence.  Without  ambition,  without  ungovemed  desires, 
quiet  and  retired,  they  provoke  no  wars,  they  are  guilty  of  no 
rapine  or  plunder;  and  it  is  a  principal  proof  of  their  power 
and  bravery,  that  the  superiority  they  possess  has  not  been 
acquired  by  unjust  means.  Yet  all  have  arms  in  readiness;^ 
and,  if  necessary,  an  army  is  soon  raised:  for  they  abound  in 
men  and  horses,  and  maintain  their  military  reputation  even 
in  inaction. 

36.  Bordering  on  the  Chauci  and  Catti  are  the  Cherusci;^. 
who,  for  want  of  an  enemy,  long  cherished  a  too  lasting  and 
enfeebling  peace :  a  state  more  flattering  than  secure ;  since 
the  repose  enjoyed  amidst  ambitious  and  powerful  neighbours 
is  treacherous;  and  when  ail  appeal  is  made  to  the  sword, 
moderation  and  probity  are  names  appropriated  by  the  victors. 
Thus,  the  Cherusci,  who  formerly  bore  the  titles  of  just  and 
upright,  are  now  charged  with  cowardice  and  folly;  and  the 
good  fortune  of  the  Catti,  who  subdued  them,  has  grown  into 
wisdom.  The  ruin  of  the  Cherusci  involved  that  of  the 
Fosi,^  a  neighbouring  tribe,  equal  partakers  of  their  adver- 

'  On  this  accoiint,  fortified  posts  were  established  by  the  Romans  to 
restrain  the  Chauci;  who  by  Lucan  are  called  Cayci  in  the  following 


Et  yos  crinigeros  bellia  arcere  Caycos 
Oppositi.  Phars.  i.  463. 

"  You  too,  tow'rds  Rome  advance,  ye  warlike  band, 
That  wont  the  shaggy  Cauci  to  withstand." — ^BowE. 
>  The  Cherusci,  at  that  time,  dwelt  between  the  Weeer  and  the  Elbe, 
where  now  are  Luneburg,  Brunswick,  and  part  of  the  Marche  of  Branden- 
burg on  this  side  the  Elbe.  In  the  reign  of  Augustus  they  occupied  a  more 
extensive  tract ;  reaching  even  this  side  the  Weeer,  as  appears  from  the  ac^ 
counts  of  the  expedition  of  Drusus  given  by  Dio  and  Y elleius  Pateroulus : 
unless,  as  Dithmar  observes,  what  is  said  of  the  Cherusci  on  this  side 
the  Weser  relates  to  the  Dulgibini,  their  dependents.    For,  according 
to  Strabo,  Varus  was  cut  off  by  the  Cherusci,  and  the  people  subject  to 
them.    The  brave  actions  of  Arminius,  the  celebrated  chief  of  the 
Cherusci,  are  related  by  Tacitus  in  the  1st  and  2d  books  of  his  Annals. 
'  Cluver,  and  several  others,  suppose  the  Fosi  to  have  been  the  same 
with  the  ancient  Saxons;  but)  since  they  bordered  on  the  Cherusci,  the 
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sity,  although  they  had  enjoyed  an  inferior  sharis  of  their 
prosperity. 

37.  In  the  same  quarter  of  Germany,  adjacent  to  the  ocean, 
dwell  the  Cimbh;^  a  small  ^  state  at  present,  but  great  in 
renown.^  Of  their  past  grandeur  extensive  vestiges  still 
remain,  in  encampments  and  lines  on  either  shore,^  from  the 
compass  of  which  the  strength  and  numbers  of  the  nation 
may  still  be  computed,  and  credit  derived  to  the  account  of 
so  prodigious  an  army.  It  was  in  the  640th  year  of  Rome 
that  the  arms  of  the  Cimbri  were  first  heard  of,  under  the 
consulate  of  Csecilius  Metellus  and  Papirius  Carbo;  from 
which  era  to  the  second  consulate  of  the  emperor  Trajan^  is 
a  period  of  nearly  210  years.  So  long  has  Germany  with- 
stood the  arms  of  Home.  During  this  long  interval  many 
mutual  wounds  have  been  inflicted.     Not  the  Samnite,  the 

opinion  of  Leibnitz  is  nearer  the  truth,  that  they  inhabited  the  banks' 
of  the  river  Fusa,  which  enters  the  AUer  (Allera)  at  Cellas;  and  Were 
a  sort  of  appendage  to  the  Cherusci,  as  Hildesheim  now  is  to  Brunswick^ 
The  name  of  Saxons  is  later  than  Tacitus,  and  was  not  known  till  the 
reign  of  Antoninus  Pius,  at  which  period  they  poured  forth  from  the 
Cimbric  Chersonesus,  and  afterwardgj,  in  conjunction  with  the  Angles, 
seized  upon  Britain. 

^  The  name  of  this  people  still  exists ;  and  the  country  they  inhabited 
is  called  the  Cimbric  Chersonesus,  or  Peninsula;  comprehending  Jutland, 
Sleswig,  and  Holstein.  The  renown  and  Tarious  fortune  of  the  Cimbri 
is  briefly,  but  accurately,  related  by  Mallet  in  the  **  Introduction"  to  the 
"  History  of  Dennjark." 

>  Though  at  this  time  they  were  greatly  reduced  by  migrations, 
inundations  and  wars,  they  afterwards  reyived ;  and  irom  this  store- 
house of  nations  came  forth  the  Franks,  Saxons,  Normans,  and  varioua 
other  tribes,  which  brought  all  Europe  under  Q«rmanic  sway. 

*  Their  fame  spread  through  Germany,  Gkul,  Spain,  Britain,  Italy, 
and  as  far  as  the  Sea  of  Azoph  (Palus  Maotis),  whither,  according  to 
Posidonius,  they  penetrated,  and  called  the  Cimmerian  or  Cimbrian 
Bosphorus  after  their  own  name. 

*  This  is  usually,  and  probably  rightly,  explained  as  relating  to  both 
shores  of  the  Cimbric  Chersonesus.  Cluver  and  Dithmar,  however, 
suppose  that  these  encampments  are  to  be  sought  for  either  in  Italy, 
upon  the  river  Athesis  (Adige),  or  in  Narbonnensian  Qaul  neaiT  Aquce 
Sextim  (Aix  in  Provence),  where  Florus  (iiL  3)  mentions  that  the  Teu- 
toni  defeated  by  Marius  took  post  in  a  valley  with  a  river  running 
through  it.  Of  the  prodigious  numbers  of  the  Cimbri  who  made  this 
terrible  irruption  we  have  an  account  in  Plutarch,  who  relates  that 
their  fighting  men  were  300,000,  with  a  much  greater  number  of  women 
and  children*   (Plut.  Marius,  p.  ill.) 

^  Nerva  was  consul  the  fourth  time,  and  Trajan  the  second,  in  the 
i851st  year  of  Borne;  in  which  Tacitus  composed  this  treatise. 
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Carthaginian,  Spain,  Gaul,  or  Parthia,  baye  given  more  fre- 
quent  alarms;  for  the  liberty  of  the  Germans  is  more  vigorous 
than  the  monarchy  of  the  Arsacidse.  What  has  the  East, 
which  has  itself  lost  Pacorus,  and  suffered  an  overthrow 
from  Ventidius,^  to  boast  against  us,  but  the  slaughter  of 
Crassus)  But  the  Germans,  by  the  defeat  or  capture  of 
Carbo,2  Cassius,^  Scaurus  Aurelius,*  Servilius  Csepio,  and 
Cneius  Manlius,^  deprived  the  Eoman  people  of  five  consular 

^  After  the  defeat  of  P.  Decidius  Saxa,  lieutenant  of  Syria,  by  the 
Parthians,  and  the  seizure  of  Syria  by  Pacorua,  son  of  king  Orodes,  P. 
Ventidius  Bassus  was  sent  there,  and  vanquished  the  Parthians,  killed 
PacoruSy  and  entirely  restored  the  Roman  afikirs. 

^  The  Epitome  of  Livy  informs  us,  that  <'in  the  year  of  Rome 
640,  the  Cimbri,  a  wandering  tribe,  made  a  predatory  incursion  into 
JUyricum,  where  they  routed  the  consul  Papirius  Carbo  with  his  army." 
According  to  Strabo,  it  was  at  Noreia,  a  town  of  the  Taurisci,  near 
Aquileia,  that  Carbo  was  defeated.  In  the  succeeding  years,  the  Cimbri 
and  Teutonia  ravaged  Gaul,  and  brought  great  calamities  on  that 
country;  but  at  length,  deterred  by  the  unshi^en  bravery  of  the  Qauls, 
they  turned  another  way;  as  appears  from  Caesar,  BelL  Gal.  viL  17. 
They  then  came  into  Itidy,  and  sent  ambassadors  to  the  Senate,  de* 
manding  lands  to  settle  on.  This  was  refused;  and  the  consul  M. 
Junius  Silanus  fought  an  unsuccessful  battle  with  them,  in  the  year  of 
Rome  645.    (Epitome  of  Livy,  Ixv.) 

^  **  L.  Cassius  the  consul,  in  the  year  of  Rome  647,  was  cut  off  with 
his  army  in  the  confines  of  the  AUobroges,  by  the  Tigurine  Gauls,  a 
canton  of  the  Helvetians  (now  the  cantons  of  Zurich,  Appenzell, 
Schaffhausen,  &;c.)»  who  had  migrated  from  their  settlements.  The 
soldiers  who  survived  the  slaughter  gave  hostages  for  the  payment  of 
half  they  were  wortli,  to  be  dismissed  with  safety."  (Ibid.)  Csesar 
further  relates  that  the  Roman  army  was  passed  under  the  yoke  by  the 
Tigurini : — "This  single  canton,  migrating  from  home,  wiUiin  the  me- 
moiy  of  our  fathers,  slew  the  consul  L.  Cassius,  and  passed  his  army 
under  the  yoke."— BelL  Gall.  i.  12. 

^  M.  Aurelius  Scaurus,  the  consul's  lieutenant  (or  rather  consul,  as 
he  appears  to  have  served  that  office  in  the  year  of  Rome  646),  was  de- 
feated and  taken  by  the  Cimbri;  and  when,  being  asked  his  advice, 
he  dissuaded  them  from  passing  the  Alps  into  I^y»  assuring  them 
the  Romans  were  invincible,  he  was  slain  by  a  furious  youth,  named 
Bolorix.    (Epit  livy,  Ixvii) 

'  Moms,  in  like  manner,  considers  these  two  affiiirs  separately: — "Nei- 
ther could  Silanus  sustain  the  first  onset  of  the  barbarians;  nor  Manlius, 
the  second;  nor  Cepio,  the  third."  (iii.  3.)  Livy  joins  them  together: — 
''By  the  same  enemy  (the  Cimbri)  Cn.  ManUus  the  consul,  and  Q.  Ser- 
vilius Csepio  the  proconsul,  were  defeated  in  an  engagement^  and  both 
dispossessed  of  their  camps."  (Epit.  Ixvii.)  Paulus  Orosius  relates  the 
affiur  more  particularly: — "Manlius  the  consul,  and  Q.  Ceepio,  proconsul, 
being  sent  against  the  Cimbri,  Teutones^  Tigurini,  eiid  Ambronse^ 
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annies;^  and  afterwards  took  from  Augustus  himself  Varus 
with  three  legiona^  Nor  did  Caius  Marius*  in  Italy,  the 
deified  Julius*  in  Gaul,  or  Drusus,*  Nero,*  or  Germanicus*  in 

Gaulish  and  German  nations,  who  had  conspired  to  eztinguieh  the 
Bomau  empire,  divided  their  respective  provinces  by  the  river  Rhone. 
Here,  the  most  violent  dissensions  prevailing  between  them,  they  were 
both  overcome,  to  the  great  disgrace  and  danger  of  the  Roman  name. 
According  to  Antias,  80,000  Romans  and  allies  were  slaughtered. 
Gsepio,  by  whose  ra^mess  this  misfortune  was  occasioned,  was  con- 
demned,  and  his  property-  confiscated  by  order  of  the  Roman  people." 
(Lib.  V.  16.)  This  happened  in  the  year  of  Rome  649;  and  the  anni-. 
versary  was  reckoned  among  the  unlucky  days. 

*  The  Republic ;  in  opposition  to  Rome  when  governed  by  emperors. 

^  This  tragical  catastrophe  so  deeply  affected  Augustus,  that,  as 
Suetonius  informs  us,  **  he  was  said  to  have  let  his  beard  and  hair  grow 
for  several  months;  during  which  he  at  times  struck  his  head  against 
the  doors,  crying  out,  'Varus,  redtore  my  legions ! '  and  ever  after  kept 
the  anniversary  as  a  day  of  mourning."  (Aug.  s.  23.)  The  finest 
history  piece,  perhaps,  ever  drawn  by  a  writer,  is  Tacitus's  description 
of  the  army  of  Gtermanicus  visiting  the  field  of  battle,  six  years  after, 
and  performing  funeral  obsequies  to  the  scattered  remains  of  their 
slaughtered  countrymen.    (Annals,  i.  61.) 

'  '' Affcer  so  many  misfortunes,  the  Roman  people  thought  no  general 
so  capable  of  repelling  such  formidable  enemies,  as  Marius."  Nor  was 
the  public  opinion  falmfied.  In  his  fourth  consulate,  in  the  year  of  Rome 
652,  "Marius  engaged  the  Teutoni  beyond  the  Alps  near  Aquae  SextisB 
(Aiz  in  Provence),  killing,  on  the  day  of  battle  and  the  following  day, 
above  150,000  of  the  enemy,  ^and  entirely  cutting  off  the  Teutonic 
nation."  (Velleius  Paterculus,'*ii.  12.)  Livy  says  there  were  200,000 
slain,  and  90,000  taken  prisoners.  The  succeeding  year  he  defeated  the 
Cimbri,  who  had  penetrated  into  Italy  and  crossed  the  Adige,  in  the 
Raudian  plain,  where  now  is  Rubio,  killing  and  taking  prisoners  upwards 
of  lOC^OOO  men.  That  he  did  not,  however,  obtain  an  tmbought  victory 
over  this  warlike  people,  may  be  conjectured  from  the  resistance  he 
met  with  even  from  their  women.  We  are  told  by  Floras  (iii.  3) 
that  ''he  was  obliged  to  sustain  an  engagement  with  their  wives,  as  well 
as  themselves;  who,  entrenching  themselves  on  all  sides  with  waggons 
and  cars,  fought  from  them,  as  from  towers,  with  lances  and  poles. 
Their  death  was  no  less  glorious  than  their  resistance.  For,  when  they 
could  not  obtain  from  Marius  what  they  requested  by  an  embassy, 
their  liberty,  and  admission  into  the  vestal  priesthood  (which,  indeed, 
could  not  lawfully  be  granted);  after  strangling  their  infants,  they 
either  fell  by  mutual  wounds,  or  hung  themselves  on  trees  or  the  poles 
of  their  carriages  in  ropes  made  of  i£eir  own  hair.  King  Boioriz  was 
slain,  not  unrevenged,  fighting  bravely  in  the  field."  On  account  of 
these  great  victories,  Marius,  in  the  year  of  Rome  652,  triumphed  over 
the  Teutoni,  Ambroni,  and  Cimbri. 

•  ♦  In  the  696th  year  of  Rome,  Julius  Caesar  defeated  Ariovistus,  a 
German  king,  near  Bampierre  in  the  Franche-Comt^,  and  pursued  hia 
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their  own  country,  defeat  them  without  loss.  The  subse- 
quent mighty  threats  of  Caligula  terminated  in  ridicule. 
Then  succeeded  tranquillity;  till,  seizing  the  occasion  of  our 
discords  and  civil  wars,  they  forced  the  winter-quarters  of  the 
legions,^  and  even  aimed  at  the  possession  of  Gaul;  and, 
again  expelled  thence,  they  have  in  latter  times  been  rather 
triumphed  over  ^  than  vanquished. 

38.  We  have  now  to  speak  of  the  Suovi;^  who  do  not  com- 
pose a  single  state,  like  the  Catti  or  Tencteri,  but  occupy  the 
greatest  part  of  Germany,  and  are  still  distributed  into  dif- 
lerent  names  and  nation^  although  all  bearing  the  common 
appellation  of  Suevi.  It  is  a  characteristic  of  this  people  to 
turn  their  hair  sideways,  and  tie  it  beneath  the  poll  in  a  knot. 
By  this  mark  the  Suevi  are  distinguished  from  the  rest  of 
the  Germans;  and  the  freemen  of  the  Suevi  from  the  slaves.* 
Among  other  nations,  this  mode,  either  on  account  of  some 
relationship  with  the  Suevi,  or  from  the  usual  propensity  to 
imitation,  is  sometimes  adopted;  but  rarely,  and  only  during 
the  period  of  youth.  The  Suevi,  even  till  they  are  hoary, 
continue  to  have  their  hair  growing  stifOiy  backwards,  and 
often  it  is  fastened  on  the  very  crown  of  the  head.  The  chiefs 

routed  troops  with  great  slaughter  thirty  miles  towards  the  Rhine^ 
filUng  all  that  space  with  spoils  and  dead  bodies.  (Bell  Gall  i  33 
and  52.)  He  had  before  chastised  the  Tigurini,  who,  as  already  men- 
tioned, had  defeated  and  killed  L.  Cassfus.  Drusus:  This  was  the  son 
of  Livia,  and  brother  of  the  emperor  Tiberius.  He  was  in  Germany 
B.  c.  12,  11.  His  loss  was  principally  from  shipwreck  on  the  coast  of  the 
OhaucL  See  Lynam's  Roman  Emperors,  i.  37,  45.  Nero;  i.e.  Tiberius, 
affcerwards  emperor.  His  names  were  Tiberius  Claudius  Brusu^Nero. 
See  Lynam's  Roman  Emperors,  i.  51,  53,  jS2,  78.  Germanicus :  He 
was  the  son  of  Drusus,  and  so  nephew  of  Tiberius.  His  victories  in  Ger^ 
many  took  place  a.  d.  14 — 16.  He  too,  like  his  father,  was  shipwrecked, 
and  nearly  at  the  same  spot.  See  Lynam's  Roman  Emperoro,  i  103 
—118. 

1  In  the  war  of  Civilis,  related  by  Tacitus,  Hist.  iv.  and  v. 

'  By  Domitian,  as  is  more  particularly  mentioned  in  the  Life  of 
Agricola. 

^  The  Suevi  possessed  that  extensive  tract  of  country  lying  between 
the  Elbe,  the  Vistula,  the  Baltic  Sea,  and  the  Danube.  They  formerly 
had  spread  still  further,  reaching  even  to  the  Rhine.  Hence  Strabo, 
Cnsar,  Florus,  and  others,  have  referred  to  the  Suevi  what  related  to 
the  Catti. 

*  Among  the  Suevi,  and  also  the  rest  of  the  Germans,  the  slaves  seem 
to  have  been  shaven ;  or  at  least  cropped  so  short  that  they  could  not 
twist  or  tie  up  their  hair  in  a  knot 
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dress  it  with  still  greater  care :  and  in  this  respect  they  study 
ornament,  though  of  an  undebasing  kind.  For  their  design 
is  not  to  make  love,  or  inspire  it :  they  decorate  themselves 
in  this  manner  as  they  proceed  to  war,  in  order  to  seem  taller 
and  more  terrible;  and  dress  for  the  eyes  of  their  enemies. 

39.  The  Semnones^  assert  themselves  to  be  the  most  ancient 
and  noble  of  the  Suevi;  and  their  pretensions  are  confirmed 
by  religion.  At  a  stated  time,  all  the  people  of  the  same 
liiieage  assemble  by  their  delegates  in  a  wood,  consecrated 
by  the  auguries  of  their  forefathers  and  ancient  terror,  and 
there  by  the  public  slaughter  of  a  human  victim  celebrate 
the  horrid  origin  of  their  barbarous  rites.  Another  kind  of 
reverence  is  paid  to  the  grove.  No  person  enters  it  without 
being  bound  with  a  chain,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  inferior 
nature,  and  the  power  of  the  deity  residing  there.  If  he  acci- 
dentally fall,  it  is  not  lawful  for  him  to  be  lifted  or  to  r^e  up ; 
they  roll  themselves  out  along  the  ground.  The  whole  of 
their  superstition  has  this  import :  that  from  this  spot  the 
nation  derives  its  origin ;  that  here  is  the  residence  of  the 
Deity,  the  Governor  of  all,  and  that  ever3rthing  else  is  subject 
and  subordinate  to  him.  These  opinions  receive  additional 
authority  from  the  power  of  the  Senmones,  who  inhabit  a 
hundred  cantons,  and,  from  the  great  body  they  compose, 
consider  themselves  as  the  head  of  the  Suevi. 

40.  The  Langobardi,2  on  the  other  hand,  are  ennobled  by 
the  smallness  of  their  numbers;  since,  though  surrounded  by 
many  powerful  nations,  they  derive  security,  not  from  obse- 

^  The  Senmones  inhabited  both  banks  of  the  Yiadrus  (Oder) ;  the 
country  which  is  now  part  of  Pomerania,  of  the  Marche  of  Branden- 
burg, and  of  Lusatia. 

9  In  the  reign  of  Augustus,  the  Langobaidi  dwelt  on  this  side  the 
Elbe,  between  Luneburg  and  Magdeburg.  When  conquered  and  driyea 
beyond  the  Elbe  by  Tiberius,  they  occupied  that  part  of  the  country 
where  are  now  Prignitz,  Ruppin,  and  part  of  the  Middle  Marche. 
They  afterwards  founded  the  Lombard  kingdom  in  Italy;  which,  in 
the  year  of  Christ  774,  was  destroyed  by  Chaorlemagne,  who  took  their 
king  Desiderius,  and  subdued  all  Italy.  The  laws  of  the  Langobardi 
are  still  extant,  and  may  be  met  with  in  Lindenbrog.  The  Burgun- 
dians  are  not  mentioned  by  Tacitus,  probably  because  thdy  were  then 
an  inconsiderable  people.  Afterwards,  joining  with  the  Langobardi, 
they  settled  on  the  Decuman  lands  and  the  Roman  boundary.  They 
from  thence  made  an  irruption  into  Gktul,  and  seized  that  country 
which  is  still  named  from  them '.Burgundy.  Their  laws  are  likewise 
extant. 
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quiousness,  but  from  their  martial  enterprise.  The  neigh- 
bouring Eeudigni/  and  the  Aviones,^  AngU,^  Varini,  Eudoses, 
Suardones,  and  Nuithones,*  are  defended  by  rivers  or  forests. 
Nothing  remarkable  occurs  in  any  of  these;  except  that  they 
unite  in  the  worship  of  Hertha,^  or  Mother  Earth;  and  suppose 
her  to  interfere  in  the  blSbotb  of  men,  and  to  visit  the  different 
nations.  In  an  island  ^  of  the  ocean  stands  a  sacred  and  un- 
violated  grove,  in  which  is  a  consecrated  chariot,  covered  with 
a  veil,  which  the  priest  alone  is  permitted  to  touch.  He 
becomes  conscious  of  the  entrance  of  the  goddess  into  this 
secret  recess;  and  with  prpfound  veneration  attends  the 
vehicle,  which  is  drawn  by  J^oked  cows.     At  this  season*^  all 

J  From  Tacitus's  description,  the  Eeudigni  must  have  dwelt  in  part 
of  the  present  duchy  of  Mecklenburg,  and  of  Lauenburg.  They  had 
formerly  been  settled  on  this  side  the  Elbe,  on  the  sands  of  Luneburg. 

^  P^haps  the  same  people  with  those  called  by  Mamertinus,  in  his 
Panegyric  on  Mazimian,  the  Ohaibones.  From  their  vicinity  to  the 
fore-mentioned  nations,  they  must  have  inhabited  part  of  the  duchy 
of  Mecklenburg.  They  had  formerly  dwelt  on  this  side  the  Elbe,  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Ilmenavia  in  Luneburg;  which  is  now  called 
Ava;  whence,  probably,  the  name  of  the  people. 

^  Inhabitants  of  what  is  now  part  of  Holstein  and  Sleswig;  in 
which  tract  is  still  a  district  called  Angeln,  between  Flensborg  and 
Sleswig.  In  the  fifth  century,  the  Angles,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Saxons,  migrated  into  Britain,  and  perpetuated  their  name  by  giving 
appellation  to  England. 

*  From  the  enimieration  of  Tacitus,  and  the  situation  of  the  other 
tribes,  it  appears  that  the  Eudoses  must  have  occupied  the  modem 
Wismiar  and  Rostock;  the  Suardones,  Stralsund,  Swedish.  Pomerania, 
and  part  of  the  Hither  Pomerania,  and  of  the  Uckerane  Marche. 
Eccard,  however,  supposes  these  nations  were  much  more  widely  ex- 
tended; and  that  the  Eudoses  dwelt  upon  the  Oder;  the  Suardones, 
upon  th&  Warte;  the  Nuithones,  upon  the  Netze. 

^  The  ancient  name  of  the  goddess  Herth  still  subsists  in  the  Qer-. 
man  JErde,  and  in  the  English  Sarth, 

^  Many  suppose  this  island  to  have  been  the  isle  of  Bugen  in  the 
Baltic  sea.  It  is  more  probable,  however,  that  it  was  an  island  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Elbe,  now  called  the  isle  of  Helgeland,  or  Heiligeland 
(Holy  Island).  Besides  the  proof  arising  from  the  name,  the  situatioa 
agrees  better  with  that  of  the  nations  before  enumerated. 

'  Olaus  Rudbeck  contends  that  this  festival  was  celebrated  in  winter, 
and  still  continues  in  Scandinavia  under  the  appellation  of  Julifred,  the 
peace  of  Juul.  (Yule  is  the  term  used  for  Clu*istmas  season  in  the  old 
English  and  Scottish  dialects.)  But  this  feast  was  solenmized  not  in 
honour  of  the  Earth,  but  of  the  Sun,  called  by  them  Thor  or  Taranim. 
The  festival  of  Herth  was  held  later,  in  the  month  of  February;  as 
may  be  seen  in  Mallet's  "  Introduction  to  the  History  of  DexmiarL" 
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is  joy;  and  every  place  which  the  goddess  deigns  to  visit  is  a 
scene  of  festivity.  No  wars  are  undertaken;  arms  are  un- 
touched; and  every  hostile  weapon  is  shut  up.  Peace  abroad 
and  at  home  are  then  oolj  known;  then  only  loved:  till  at 
length  the  same  priest  reconducts  the  goddess,  satiated  with 
mortal  intercourse,  to  her  temple.^  The  chariot,  with  its 
curtain,  and,  if  we  may  believe  it^  the  goddess  herself,  then 
undergo  ablution  in  a  secret  lake.  This  office  is  performed 
by  slaves,  whom  the  same  lake  instantly  swallows  up.  Hence 
proceeds  a  mysterious  horror;  and  a  holy  ignorance  of  what 
that  can  be,  which  is  beheld  only  by  those  who  are  about  to 
perish.  This  part  of  the  Suevian  nation  extends  to  the  most 
remote  recesses  of  Germany. 

41.  If  we  now  follow  the  course  of  the  Danube,  as  we 
before  did  that  of  the  Rhine,  we  first  meet  with  the  Hermun- 
duri;^  a^people  fidthful  to  the  Romans,^  and  on  that  account 
the  only  Germans  who  are  admitted  to  commerce,  not  on  the 
bank  alone,  but  within  our  territories,  and  in  the  flourishing 
colony^  established  in  the  province  of  Bhsetia.  They  pass 
and  repass  at  pleasure,  without  being  attended  by  a  guard; 
and  while  we  exhibit  to  other  nations  our  arms  and  camps 
alone,  to  these  we  lay  open  our  houses  and  country  seats^ 
which  they  behold  without  coveting.  In  the  country  of  the 
Hermunduri  rises  the  Elbe  ;^  a  river  formerly  celebrated  and 
known  among  us,  now  only  heard  of  by  name. 

*  Templo  here  means  merely  "  the  consecrated  place,"  *. «.  the  grove 
before  mentioned,  for  according  to  c.  9  the  Germans  built  no  temples. 

'  It  is  supposed  that  this  people,  on  account  of  their  valour,  were 
called  Heermanner;  corrupted  by  the  Romans  into  Hermimduri.  They 
were  first  settled  between  the  Elbe,  the  Sala,  and  Bohemia;  where  now 
are  Anhalt,  Yoightland,  Saxony,  part  of  Misnia,  and  of  Franconia. 
Afterwards,  when  the  Marcomanni  took  possession  of  Bohemia,  from 
which  the  Boii  had  been  expelled  by  Maroboduus,  the  Hermunduri 
added  their  settlements  to  their  own,  and  planted  in  them  the  Suevian 
name,  whence  is  derived  the  modem  appellation  of  that  country, 
Suabia. 

*  They  were  so  at  that  time ;  but  afterwards  joined  with  the  Marco- 
manni and  other  Qermans  against  the  Romans  in  the  time  of  Marcus 
Aurelius,  who  overcame  them. 

*  Augusta  Vindelicorum,  now  Augsburg;  a  famous  Boman  colony  in 
the  province  of  Rhaetia,  of  which  Yindelica  was  then  a  part. 

^  Tacitus  is  greatly  mistaken  if  he  confounds  the  source  of  the 
Egra,  which  is  in  the  country  of  the  Hermunduri,  with  that  of  the 
Elbe,  which  rises  in  Bohemia.  The  Elbe  had  been  formerly,  as  Tacitus 
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42.  Contiguous  to  the  Hermunduri  are  the  Narisci;^  and 
next  to  them,  the  Marcomauni  ^  and  Quadi.^  Of  these,  thf 
Marcomanni  are  the  most  powerful  and  renowned ;  and  have 
even  acquired  the  country  which  they  inhabit,  by  their  valour 
in  expelling  the  Boil*  Nor  are  the  Narisci  and  Quadi  infe- 
rior in  bravery; ^  and  this  is,  as  it  were,  the  van  of  Germapy 
as  far  as  it  is  bordered  by  the  Danube.  Within  our  memory 
the  Marcomanni  and  Quadi  were  governed  by  kings  of  their 
own  nation,  of  the  noble  line  of  Maroboduus  ®  and  Tudrus. 
They  now  submit  even  to  foreigners;  but  all  the  power  of 
their  kings  depends  upon  the  authority  of  the  Romans.^  We 
seldom  assist  them  with  our  arms,  but  frequently  with  our 
money ;  nor  are  they  the  less  potent  on  that  account. 

observes,  well  known  to  the  Romans  by  the  victories  of  Drusiis,  Tibe- 
rius, and  Domitius;  but  afterwards,  when  the  increasing  power  of  the 
Germans  kept  the  Roman  arms  at  a  distance,  it  was  only  indistinctly 
heard  of.  Hence  its  source  was  probably  inaccurately  laid  down  in 
the  Roman  geographical  tables.  Perhaps,  however,  the  Hermunduri, 
when  they  had  served  in  the  army  of  Maroboduus,  received  lands  in 
that  part  of  Bohemia  in  which  the  Elbe  rises;  in  which  case  there 
would  be  no  mistake  in  Tacitus's  account. 

^  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Bavaria  which  lies  between  Bohemia 
and  the  Danuba 

'  Inhabitants  of  Bohemia. 

'  Inhabitants  of  Moravia,  and  the  part  of  Austria  between  it  and 
the  Danube.  Of  this  people,  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  in  his  account  of 
the  reign  of  Yalentinian  and  Valens,  thus  speaks : — **  A  sudden  com- 
motion arose  among  the  Quadi;  a  nation  at  present  of  little  conse- 
quence, but  which  was  formerly  extremely  wrarlike  and  potent,  as  their 
exploits  sufficiently  evince." — ^xxix.  15. 

^  Their  expulsion  of  the  Boii,  who  had  given  name  to  Bohemia,  has 
been  already  mentioned.  Before  this  period,  the  Marcomanni  dwelt 
near  the  sources  of  the  Danube,  where  now  is  the  duchy  of  Wirtem- 
burg ;  and,  as  Dithniiar  supposes,  on  account  of  their  inhabiting  the 
borders  of  Germany,  were  called  Marcmanner,  from  Mtxrc  (the  same 
with  the  old  English  Mareh^j  a  border,  or  boundary. 

'  These  people  justified  their  military  reputation  by  the  dangerous 
war  which,  in  conjimction  with  the  Marcomanni,  they  excited  against 
the  Romans,  in  the  reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius. 

^  Of  this  prince,  and  his  alliance  with  the  Romans  agsunst  Armi- 
niuB,  mention  is  made  by  Tacitus,  AnnalSj  u, 

'  Thus  Vannius  was  made  king  of  the  Quadi  by  Tiberius.  (See 
Annals,  ii.  63.)  At  a  later  period,  Antoninus  Pius  (as  appears  from  a 
medal  preserved  in  Spanheim)  gave  them  Furtius  for  their  king.  And 
when  they  had  expelled  him,  and  set  Ariogsesus  on  the  throne,  Marcus 
Aurelius,  to  whom  he  was  obnoxious,  refused  to  confirm  the  election. 
(Dio,  hail) 
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4.3,  Behind  these  are  the  Marsigni,^  Gothini,^  Osi,^  and 
Burii,^  who  dose  the  rear  of  the  Marcomanni  and  Quadi;  Of 
these,  the  Marsigni  and  Burii  in  language  ^  and  dress  resemhle 
Ihe  Suevi.  The  Gothini  and  Osi  prove  tfaemselTes  not  to  be 
Germans;  the  first,  by  their  use  of  the  Gallic,  the  second,  of 
the  Pannonian  tongue ;  and  both,  bj  their  submitting  to  pay 
tribute;  which  is  levied  on  them,  as  aliens,  partly  by  the 
Sarmatians,  partly  by  the  Quadi.  The  Gothini,  to  their 
additional  disgrace,  work  iron  mines.^  All  these  people  in- 
habit but  a  small  proportion  of  champaign. country;  their 
settlements  are  chiefly  amongst  forests,  and  on  the  sides  and 
summits  of  mountains;  for  a  continued  ridge  of  mountains''^ 
separates  Suevia  from  various  remoter  tribes.  Of  these,  the 
Lygian  ^  is  the  most  extensive,  and  diffuses  its  name  through 
several  communities.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  name  the  most 
powerful  of  them — the  Arii,  Helvecones,  Manimi,  Elysii,  and 
Naharvali.®  In  the  country  of  the  latter  is  a  grove,  conse- 
crated to  religious  rites  of  great  antiquity.  A  priest  presides 
over  them,  dressed  in  woman's  apparel;  but  the  gods  wor- 
shipped there  are  said,  according  to  the  Roman  interpretation, 

^  These  people  inhabited  what  is  now  Qalatz,  Jagemdorf,  and  part 
of  Silesia. 

'  Inhabitants  of  part  of  Sildsia,  and  of  Hungary. 
'  Inhabitants  of  part  of  Hongarj  to  the  Danube. 

*  These  were  settled  about  the  Carpathian  mountains,  and  the 
sources  of  the  Vistula. 

^  It  is  probable  that  the  Suevi  were  distinguished  from  the  rest  of 
the  (Germans  by  a  peculiar  dialect^  as  well  as. by  their  dress  and 
manners. 

^  Ptolemy  mentions  iron  mines  in  or  near  the  country  of  the  Quadi. 
I  should  imagine  that  the  expression  **  additional  disgrace  "  (qr,  more 
literally,  "  which  might  make  th^m  more  ashamed  ")  does  not  refer 
merely  to  the  slavery  of  working  in  minesi  but  to  the  circumstance  of 
their  digging  up  iron,  the  substance  by  means  of  which  they  might 
acquire  freedom  and  independence.  This  is  quite  in  the  manner  of 
Tacitus.  The  word  iron  was  figuratively  used  by  the  ancients  to 
signify  military  force  in  geneni  Thus  Solon,  in  his  well-known 
answer  to  Croesus,  observed  to  him,  that  the  nation  which  possessed 
more  iron  would  be  master  of  all  his  gold. — Aihm. 

7  The  mountains  between  Moravia,  Hungary,  Silesia,  and  Bohemia. 

•  The  Lygii  inhabited  what  is  now  part  of  Silesia,  of  the  New 
Marche,  of  Prussia  and  Poland  on  this  side  the  Vistula. 

'  These  tribes  were  settled  between  the  Oder  and  Vistula,  where 
now  are  part  of  Silesia,  of  Brandenburg,  and  of  Poland.  The  Elysii 
are  supposed  to  have  given  name  to  Silesia. 
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to  be  Castor  and  Pollux,  Their  attributes  are  the  same; 
tiieir  name,  Alcis.^  No  images,  indeed,  or  vestiges  of  foreign 
superstition,  appear  in  their  worship ;  but  they  are  revered 
under  the  character  of  young  men  and  brothers.  The  Arii, 
fierce  beyond  the  superiority  of  strength  they  possess  over  the 
other  just-enumerated  people,  improve  their  natural  ferocity 
of  aspect  by  artificial  helps.  Their  shields  are  black ;  their 
bodies  painted  i^  they  choose  the  darkest  nights  for  an  attack; 
and  strike  terror  by  the  funereal  gloom  of  their  sable  bands — ► 
no  enemy  being  able  to  sustain  their  singular,  and,  as  it  were, 
infernal  appearance;  since  in  every  combat  the  eyes  are  the 
first  part  subdued.  Beyond  the  Lygii  are  the  Gothones,*  who 
live  imder  a  monarchy,  somewhat  more  strict  than  that  of  the 
other  German  nations,  yet  not  to  a  degree  incompatible  with 
liberty.  Adjoining  to  these  are  the  Rugii*  and  Lemovii,^ 
situated  on  the  sea-coast : — all  these  tribes  are  distinguished 
by  round  shields,  short  swords,  and  submission  to  regal 
authority. 

*  The  Greeks  and  Komans,  under  the  name  of  the  Bioscuri,  or 
Castor  and  Pollux,  worshipped  those  meteorous  exhalations  which, 
during  a  storm,  appear  on  the  masts  of  ships,  and  are  supposed  to  denote 
an  approaching  dim,  A  kind  of  religious  veneration  is  still  x)aid  to 
this  phenomenon  hy  the  Roman  Cathblics,  under  the  appellation  of 
the  fire  of  St.  Elmo.  The  Naluurvali  seem  to  have  affixed  the  same 
character  of  divinity  on  the  ignUfaiuus;  and  the  name  Alois  is  proha- 
bly  the  same  with  that  of  Alff  or  Alp,  which  the  northern  nations 
fitUl  apply  to  the  fancied  Genii  of  the  mountains.  The  Sarmatian 
deities  Lbbus  and  Polehus,  the  memory  of  whom  still  subsists  in  the 
Polish  festivals,  had,  perhaps,  the  same  origin. 

*  No  custom  has  been  more  universal  among  uncivilized  people 
than  painting  the  body,  either  for  the  purpose  of  ornament,  or  that  of 
inspiring  terror. 

'  Inhabitants  of  what  is  now  Further  Pomerania,  the  Kew  Marche 
and  the  Western  part  of  Poland,  between  the  Oder  and  Vistula.  They 
were  a  different  people  from  the  Goths,  though,  perhaps,  in  alliance^ 
with  them. 

*  These  people  were  settled  on  the  shore  of  the  Baltic,  where  now 
are  Colburg,  Gassubiay  and  Further  Pomerania.  Their  name  is  Btill 
preserved  in  the  town  of  Rugenwald  and  Isle  of  Rugen. 

^  These  were  also  settlers  on  the  Baltic,  about  the  modem  Stolpe, 
Dantzig,  and  Lauenburg.  The  Heruli  appear  afterwards  to  have 
occupied  the  settlements  of  the  LemoviL  Of  these  last  no  further 
mention  occurs ;  but  the  Heruli  made  themselves  famous  throughout 
Europe  and  Asia,  and  were  the  first  of  the  Germans  who  founded 
a  kingdom  in  Italy  \mder  Odoacer. 
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44.  Next  occur  the  communities  of  the  Suiones,^  seated  in 
the  very  Ocean,^  who,  besides  their  strength  in  men  and  arms, 
also  possess  a  naval  force.®  The  form  of  their  vessels  differs 
from  ours  in  having  a  prow  at  each  end,*  so  that  they  are 
always  ready  to  advance.  They  make  no  "use  of  Bajlsj  nor 
have  regular  benches  of  oars  at  the  sides:  they  row,  as  is 
pfactiied  in  some  rivers,  without  order,  sometimes  on  one 
side,  sometimes  on  the  other,  as  occasion  requires.  _^_Xhe&&^ 
people  .honour,  wealth ;  ^  for  which  reason  they  arft  fip^^jflfi^"-  ^^ — 
monarchical_goyernmentj_withou^  any  limitations^^^-Dr  pre- 
carious conditions  of  allegiance.  Nor  are  arms  allowed  to  be 
kept  promiscuously,  as  among  the  other  German  nations: 
but  are  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  keeper,  and  he,  too,  a 

^  The  Suiones  inhabited  Sweden,  and  the  Danish  isles  of  Funen, 
Langland,  Zeeland,  Laland,  &c  From  them  and  the  Cimbri  were 
derived  the  Normans,  who,  after  spreading  terror  through  various 
parts  of  the  empire,  at  last  seized  upon  the  fertile  province  of  Nor- 
mandy in  France.  The  names  of  Qoths,  Visigoths,  and  Ostrogoths, 
became  still  more  famous,  they  being  the  nations  who  accomplished  the 
ruin  of  the  Boman  empire.  The  laws  of  the  Visigoths  are  still  extant ; 
but  they  depart  much  from  the  usual  simplicity  of  the  German  laws. 

^  The  Romans,  who  had  but  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  this  part  of 
the  world,  imagined  here  those  "vast  insular  tracts"  mentioned  in  the 
beginning  of  Ihis  treatise.  Hence  Pliny,  also^  says  of  the  Baltic  sea 
(Codanus  sinus),  that  "  it  is  filled  with  islands,  the  most  famous  of 
which,  Scandinavia,  (now  Sweden  and  Norway,)  is  of  an  undisco- 
vered magnitude;  that  part  of  it  only  being  known  which  is  occupied 
by  the  Hilleviones,  a  nation  inhabiting  five  hundred  cantons ;  who  call 
this  country  another  globe."  (Lib.  iv.  18.)  The  memory  of  the  HiUe- 
Mones  is  still  preserved  in  the  part  of  Sweden  named  Halland. 

^  Their  naval  power  continued  so  great,  that  they  had  the  glory  of 
framing  the  nautical  code,  the  laws  of  which  were  first  written  at 
Wisby,  the  capital  of  the  isle  of  Gothland,  in  the  eleventh  century. 

*  This  is  exactly  the  form  of  the  Indian  canoes,  which,  however,  are 
generally  worked  with  sails  as  well  as  oars. 

'  The  great  opulence  of  a  temple  of  the  Suiones,  as  described  by 
Adam  of  Bremen,  (Eccl.  Hist.  ch.  233,)  is  a  proof  of  the  wealth  that  at 
all  times  has  attended  naval  dominion.  "  This  nation,"  says  he,  "  pos- . 
.  Besses  a  temple  of  great  renown,  called  Ubsola  (now  Upsal),  not  far 
from,  the  cities  Sictona  and  Birca  (now  Sigtuna  and  Bioerkoe).  In 
this  temple,  which  is  entirely  ornamented  with  gold;  the  people  wor- 
ship the  statues  of  three  gods ;  the  most  powcurful  of  whom,  Thor, 
is  seated  on  a  couch  in  the  middle ;  with  Woden  on  one  side,  and 
Fricca  on  the  other."  From  the  ruins  of  the  towns  Sictona  and  Birca 
arose  the  pf^sent  capital  of  Sweden,  Stockholm. 

"  Hence  Spener  (Notit.  Qerman.  Antiq.)  rightly  concludes  that  the 
crown  was  hereditary,  and  not  elective,  among  the  Suiones. 
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slave.  The  pretext  i%  that  the  Qoean  defends  them  from  any 
sudden  incursionfi;  and  men  unemployed,  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  readily  become  licentious.  In  fact,  itja  ^^  t,^^  iring'g 
interest  notjio  entrust  a  noble,  a  freeman,  or  even  an  eman^ 

cipated  sKve,  with  the  custody  oTarmsr 

"$3.  Beyond~£Be^rories^8aiiotEer  sea,  sluggish  and  almost 
stagnant,^  by  which  the  whole  globe  is  imagined  to  be  girt 
and  enclosed,  from  this  circumstance,  that  the  last  light  of  the 
setting  sun  continues  so  vivid  till  its  rising,  as  to  obscure  the 
stars.^  Popular  belief  adds,  that  the  sound  of  his  emerging^ 
-from  the  ocean  is  also  heard;  and  the  forms  of  deities,^  with 

'  the  rays  beaming  from  his  head,  are  beheld.  Only  thus  &r, 
report  says  truly,  does  nature  extend.^     On  the  right  shore  of 

-  the  Suevic  sea  ®  dwell  the  tribes  of  the  iEstii,^  whose  dress  and 
customs  are  the  same  with  those  of  the  Suevi,  but  their  lan- 
guage more  resembles  the  British.^  They  worship  the  mother 
of  the  gods;®  and  as  the  symbol  of  their  superstition,  they 
carry  about  them  the  figures  of  wild  boars.^^    This  serves 

1  It  is  uncertain  whether  what  is  now  called  the  Frozen  Ocean  is 
here  meant,  or  the  northern  extremities  of  the  Baltic  Sea>  the  Gulfs 
of  Bothnia  and  Finland,  which  are  so  frozen  every  winter  as  to  be 
linnayigable. 

*  The  true  principle*  of  astronomy  have  now  taught  us  the  reason 
why,  at  a  certain  latitude,  the  sun,  at  the  summer  solstice,  appears 
never  to  set ;  and  at  a  lower  latitude,  the  evening  twilight  continues 
till  morning. 

'  The  ixue  reading  here  is^  probably,  ''immerging;'*  since  it  was  a 
common  notion  at  that  period,  that  the  descent  of  the  sun  into  the^ 
ocean  was  attended  with  a  kind  of  hissing  noise,  like  red  hot  iron' 
dipped  into  water.    Thus  Juvenal,  Sat.  xiv.  280 : — 

Audiet  Herculeo  stridentem  gurgite  solem. 
"  Hear  the  sun  hiss  in  the  Herculean  gulf." 

*  Instead  of  formas  deorvm,  "  fonns  of  deities,*'  som^  with  more 
probability,  read  equarvm,  *'  of  the  homes,"  which  are  feigned  to  draw 
the  chariot  of  the  sun. 

^  Thus  Quintus  Curtius,  speaking  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  says,  "  Mature 
itself  can  proceed  no  further."  *  The  Baltic  Sea. 

^  Now,  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  the  duchies  of  Samogitia  and  Cour- 
land,  the  palatinates  of  Livonia  and  Esthonia,  in  the  name  of  which 
last  the  ancient  appellation  of  these  people  is  preserved. 

'  Because  the  inhabitants  of  this  extreme  part  of  Qermany  retained, 
the  Scythico-Celtic  language,  which  long  prevailed  in  Britain. 

*  A  deity  of  Scythian  origin,  called  Fresk  or  Friooa.  See  Mallef  s 
Introduct.  to  Hist,  of  Denmark. 

^^  Many  vestiges  of  this  superstition  remam.  to  this  day  in  Sweden. 
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them  in  place  of  armour  and  every  other  defence :  it  renders 
the  votary  of  the  goddess  safe  even  in  the  midst  of  foes. 
Their  weapons  are  chiefly  clubs,  iron  being  little  used  among 
them.  They  cultivate  com  and  other  fruits  of  the  earth  with 
more  indUSt)^  than  Uerman  indolence  commonly  exerts.^ 
They  even  explore  the  sea;  and  are  the  only  people  who 
gather  amber,  which  by  them  is  called  Glese^  and  is  collected 
among  the  shallows  and  upon  the  shora^  With  the  usual 
indifference  of  barbarians,  they  have  not  inquired  or  ascer- 
tained from  what  natural  object  or  by  what  means  it  is  pro^ 
duced.  It  long  lay  disregarded  ^  amidst  other  things  thrown 
up  by  the  sea,  till  our  luxury  ^  gave  it  a  name.  Useless  to 
them,  they  gather  it  in  the  rough;  bring  it  imwrought ;  and 
wonder  at  the  price  they  receive.  It  woidd  appear,  however, 
to  be  an  exudation  from  certain  trees;  since  reptiles,  and  even 
winged  animals,  are  often  seen  shining  through  it,  which,  en- 
tangled in  it  while  in  a  liquid  state,  became  enclosed  as  it 
hardened.^    I  should  therefore  imagine  that,  as  the  luxuriant 

The  peasants,  in  the  month  of  February,  the  season  formerly  sacred  to 
Frea,  make  little  images  of  boars  in  paste,  which  they  apply  to  various 
superstitious  uses.  (See  Eccard.)  A  figure  of  a  Mater  DetLm,  with 
the  boar,  is  given  by  Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  Tour  in  Scotland,  1769, 
p.  268,  engraven  from  a  stone  found  at  the  great  station  at  Netherby 
in  Cmnberland. 

^  The  cause  of  this  was,  probably,  their  confined  situation,  which  did 
not  permit  them  to  wander  in  hunting  and  plundering  parties,  like  the 
rest  of  the  Qermans. 

2  This  name  was  transferred  to  gUiu  when  it  came  into  use.  Pliny 
speaks  of  the  production  of  amber  in  this  country  as  follows : — **  It  is 
certain  that  amber  is  produced  in  the  islands  of  the  Northern  Ocean, 
and  is  called  by  the  Germans  gUsa,  One  of  these  islands,  by  the  n^ives 
named  Austravia,  was  on  this  account  called  Glessaria  by  our  sailors  in 
the  fleet  of  Germanicus.** — Lib.  xxxvii  3. 

*  Much  of  the  Prussian  amber  is  even  at  present  collected  on  the 
shores  of  the  Baltic.  Much  also  is  found  washed  out  of  the  clayey 
clififs  of  Holdemess.     See  Tour  in  Scotland,  1769,  p.  16. 

*  Insomuch  that  the  Guttones,  who  formerly  inhabited  this  coast, 
made  use  of  amber  as  fuel,  and  sold  it  for  that  purpose  to  the  neigh- 
bouring Teutones.   (Plin.  xxxvii.  2.) 

^  Varioos  toys  and  utensils  of  amber,  such  as  braoelets,  necklaces, 
rings,  cups,  and  even  pillars,  were  to  be  met  with  among  the  luxurious 
Bomans. 

*  In  a  work  by  Goeppert  and  Berendt,  on  ''Amber  and  the  Fossil 
Remains  of  Plants  contained  in  it,"  published  at  Berlin,  1845,  a  passage 
is  found  (<'f  which  a  translation  is  here  given)  which  quite  harmoqizes 
with  the  account  of  Tacitus : — "  About  the  parts  which  are  known  by 
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woods  and  groves  in  the  secret  recesses  of  the  East  exude 
frankincense  and  balsam,  so  there  are  the  Ei^me  in  the  islands 
and  continents  of  the  West;  which,  acted  upon  by  the  near 
rays  of  the  sun,  drop  their  liquid  juices  into  the  subjacent 
Bea,  whence,  by  the  force  of  tempests,  they  are  thrown  out 
upon  the  opposite  coasts.  If  the  nature  of  amber  be  ex- 
amined by  the  application  of  fire,  it  kindles  like  a  torch,  with 
a  thick  and  odorous  fiame;  and  presently  resolves  into  a 
glutinous  matter  resembling  pitch  or  resin.  The  several 
communities  of  the  Sitones-^  succeed  those  of  the  Suiones;  to 
whom  they  are  similar  in  other  respects,  but  differ  in  sub- 
mitting to  a  female  reign;  so  far  have  they  degenerated,  not 
only  from  liberty,  but  even  fix)m  slavery.  Here  Suevia  ter- 
minates. 

46.  I  am  in  doubt  whether  to  reckon  the  Peucini,  Venedi, 
and  Fenni  among  the  Germans  or  Sarmatians;  ^  although  the 
Peucini,^  who  are  by  some  called  Bastamse,  agree  with  the 
Germans  in  language,  apparel,  and  habitations.^  All  of  them 
live  in  filth  and  laziness.  The  intermarriages  of  their  chiefs 
with  the  Sarmatians  have  debased  them  by  a  mixture  of  the 
manners  of  that  people.^     The  Venedi  have  drawn  much 

the  name  of  Samland  an  island  emerged,  or  rather  a  group  of  islands, 
....  which  gradually  increased  in  circumference,  and,  favoured  by 
a  mild  sea  climate,  was  overspread  with  vegetation  and  forest.  This 
forest  was  the  means  of  amber  being  produced.  Certain  trees  in  it 
exuded  gums  in  such  quantities  that  the  sunken  forest  soil  now  appears 
to  be  filled  with  it  to  such  a  degr^,  as  if  it  had  only  been  deprived  of 
a  very  trifling  part  of  its  contents  by  the  later  eruptions  of  the  sea, 
and  the  countless  storms  which  have  lashed  the  ocean  for  centuries." 
Hence,  though  found  undei^round,  it  appears  to  have  been  originally 
the  production  of  some  resinous  tree.  Hence,  too,  the  reason  of  the 
appearance  of  insects,  &c.  in  it,  as  mentioned  by  Tacitus. 
^  Norwegians. 

*  All  beyond  the  Vistula  was  reckoned  Sarmatia.  These  people, 
therefore,  were  properly  inhabitants  of  Sarmatia,  though  from  th^ir 
manners  they  appeared  of  German  origin. 

*  Pliny  also  reckons  the  Peucini  among  the  Qerman  nations ; — "  The 
fifth  part  of  Germany  is  possessed  by  the  Peucini  and  Bastamse,  who 
border  on  the  Dacians."  (iv.  14.)  From  Strabo  it  appears  that  the 
Peucini,  part  of  the  Bastamae,  inhabited  the  coimtry  about  the  mouths 
of  the  Danube,  and  particularly  the  island  Peuce,  now  Piczina,  formed 
by  the  river. 

*  The  habitations  of  the  Peucini  were  fixed ;  whereas  the  Sarmatians 
wandered  about  in  their  waggons. 

*  "  Sordes  omnium  ac  torpor ;  procerum  connubiis  mixtis  nonnihil 
in  Sarmatanun  habitum  foedantur."    In  many  editions  the  Bemicolon 


C.  46.]  THE  PEUCINI  AND  FENNI.  341 

from  this  source;^  for  they  overrun  in  their  predatory  exctu*- 
sions  all  the  woody  and  mountainous  tracts  between  the 
Peucini  and  Fenni.  Yet  even  these  are  rather  to  be  referred 
to  the  Germans,  since  they  build  houses,  carry  shields,  and 
travel  with  speed  on  foot;  in  all  which  particulars  they  totally 
differ  from  the  Sarmatians,  who  pass  their  time  in  waggons 
and  on  horseback.^  The  Fenni  ^  live  in  a  state  of  amazing 
savageness  and  squalid  poverty.  They  are  destitute  of  arms, 
horses,  and  settled  abodes:  their  food  is  herbs;*  their  cloth- 
ing, skins ;  their  bed,  the  ground.  Their  only  dependence  is 
on  their  arrows,  which,  for  want  of  iron,  are  headed  with 
bone;^  and  the  chace  is  the  support  of  the  women  as  well  as 
the  men ;  the  former  accompany  the  latter  in  the  pursuit,  and 

is  placed  not  after  torpor,  but  after  2>rocervm.  The  sense  of  the  pas- 
sage so  read  is :  ''  The  chief  men  are  lazy  and  stupid,  besides  being 
filthy,  like  all  the  rest.  Intermairiages  with  the  Sarmatians  have 
debased,"  &c. 

'  The  Venedi  extended  beyond  the  Peucini  and  Bastamffi  as  far  as 
the  Baltic  Sea;  where  is  the  Sinus  Yenedicus,  now  the  Gulf  of  Dantzig. 
Their  name  is  also  preserved  in  Wenden,  a  part  of  Livonia.  When  the 
German  nations  made  their  irruption  into  Italy,  France,  and  Spain,  the 
Venedi,  also  called  Winedi,  occupied  their  vacant  settlements  between 
the  Vistula  and  Elbe.  Afterwards  they  crossed  the  Danube,  and  seized 
Dalmatia,  lUyricum,  Istria,  Camiola,  and  the  Noric  Alps,  A  part  of 
Camiola  still  retains  the  name  of  Windismarck  derived  from  them. 
This  people  were  also  called  Slav! ;  and  their  language,  the  Sclavonian, 
still  prevails  through  a  vast  tract  of  country. 

*  This  is  still  the  manner  of  living  of  the  successors  of  the  Sarma- 
tians, the  Nogai  Tartars. 

'  Their  country  is  called  by  Pliny,  Eningia,  now  Finland.  Wamefrid 
(De  Gresth  Langobard.  i.  5)  thus  describes  their  savage  and  wretched 
state : — "  The  Scritobinl,  or  Scritofinni,  are  not  without  snow  in  the 
midst  of  summer;  and,  being  little  superior  in  sagacity  to  the  brutes, 
live  upon  no  other  food  tlum  the  raw  flesh  of  wild  animals,  the  hairy 
skins  of  which  they  use  for  clothing.  They  derive  their  name,  accord- 
ing to  the  barbarian  tongue,  from  leaping,  because  they  hunt  wild 
beasts  by  a  certain  method  of  leaping  or  springing  with  pieces  of  wood 
bent  in  the  shape  of  a  bow.**  Here  is  an  evident  description  of  the 
snow-shoes  or  raquets  in  common  use  among  the  Korth  American 
savages,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  most  northern  parts  of 
Europe. 

*  As  it  is  just  after  mentioned  that  their  chief  dependence  is  on  the 
game  procui^  in  hunting,  this  can  only  mean  that  the  vegetable  food 
they  use  consists  of  wild  herbs,  in  opposition  to  the  cultivated  products 
of  the  earth. 

^  The  Esquimaux  and  the  South  Sea  islanders  do  the  same  thing  to 
this  day. 
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claim  a  share  of  the  prey.  Nor  do  they  provide  any  other 
shelter  for  their  in&nts  from  wild  beasts  and  storms^  than  a 
covering  of  branches  twisted  together.  This  is  the  resort  of 
youth;  this  is  the  receptacle  of  old  age.  Yet  even  this  way 
of  life  is  in  their  estimation  happier  than  groaning  over  the 
plough;  toiling  in  the  erection  of  houses;  subjecting  their 
own  fortunes  and  those  of  others  to  the  agitations  of  alternate 
hope  and  fear.  Secure  against  men,  secure  against  the  gods, 
they  have  attained  that  most  difficult  point,  not  to  need  even 
a  wish. 

All  our  further  accounts  are  intermixed  with  fable;  as, 
that  the  Hellusii  and  Oxionse^  have  human  faces,  with  the 
bodies  and  limbs  of  wild  beasts.  These  unauthenticated  re- 
ports I  shall  leave  untouched.^ 

*  People  of  Lapland.  The  origin  of  this  fable  was  probably  the 
manner  of  clothing  in  these  cold  regions,  where  the  inhabitants  bury 
themselves  in  the  thickest  furs,  scarcely  leaving  anything  of  the  form 
of  a  human  creature. 

'  It  is  with  true  judgment  that  this  excellent  historian  forbears  to 
intermix  fabulous  narrations  with  the  very  interesting  and  instructive 
matter  of  this  treatise.  Such  a  mixture  might  have  brought  an  im- 
peachment on  the  fidelity  of  the  account  in  general ;  which,  notwith- 
standing the  suspicions  professed  by  some  critics,  contains  nothing  but 
what  is  entirely  consonant  to  truth  and«  nature.  Had  Tacitus  indulged 
his  invention  in  the  description  of  German  manners,  is  it  probable  that 
he  could  have  given  so  just  a  picture  of  the  state  of  a  people  under 
similar  circumstances,  the  savaga  tribes  of  North  America,  as  we  have 
seen  them  within  the  present  century  ?  Is  it  likely  that  his  relations 
would  have  been  so  admirably  confirmed  by  the  codes  of  law  still 
extant  of  the  several  (German  nations;  such  as  the  Salic,  Ripuary, 
Burgundian,  English,  and  Lombard?  or  that  after  the  course  of  so 
many  centuries,  and  the  numerous  changes  of  empire,  the  customs, 
laws,  and  mumers  he  describes  should  still  be  traced  in  all  the  various 
people  of  German  derivation  ?  As  long  as  the  original  constitution  and 
jurisprudence  of  our  own  and  other  European  countries  are  studied* 
this  treatise  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  precious  and 
authentic  monuments  of  historical  antiquity. 


THE 

LIFE  OF  CN^US  JULIUS  AGRICOLA. 


[This  work  is  supposed  by  the  commentators  to  have  been  written 
before  the  treatise  on  the  Muiners  of  the  Qermans^  in  the  third  consul- 
ship of  the  emperor  Nerra,  and  the  second  of  Yerginius  Rufns,  in  the 
year  of  Rome  850,  and  of  the  Christian  era  97.  Brotier  accedes  to  this 
opinion ;  but  the  reason  which  he  assigns  does  not  seem  to  be  satis- 
factory. He  observes  that  Tacitus,  in  the  third  section,  mentions  the 
emperor  Nerva ;  but  as  he  does  not  call  him  Divus  Nerva,  the  deified 
Nerva,  the  learned  commentator  infers  that  Nerva  was  still  living. 
This  reasoning  might  have  some  weight,  if  we  did  not  read,  in  section 
44,  that  it  was  the  ardent  wish  of  Agricola  that  he  might  live  to 
behold  Trajan  in  the  imperial  seat.  If  Nerva  was  then  alive,  the  wish 
to  see  another  in  his  room  would  have  been  an  awkward  compliment  to 
the  reigning  prince.  It  is,  perhaps,  for  this  reason  that  Lipsius  thinks 
this  very  elegant  tract  was  written  at  the  same  time  with  the  Manners 
bf  the  Qermans,  in  the  beginning  of  the  emperor  Trajan.  The  question 
is  not  very  material,  since  conjecture  alone  must  decide  it.  The  piece 
itself  is  admitted  to  be  a  masterpiece  in  the  kind.  Tacitus  was  son-in- 
law  to  Agricola ;  and  while  filial  piety  breathes  through  his  work,  he 
never  departs  from  the  integrity  of  his  own  character.  He  has  left  an 
historical  monument  highly  interesting  to  every  Briton,  who  wishes  to 
know  the  manners  of  his  ancestors,  and  the  spirit  of  liberty  that  from 
the  earliest  time  distinguished  tiie  natives  of  Britain.  "  Agricola,**  an 
Hume  observes,  *'  was  the  general  who  finally  established  the  dominion 
of  the  Romans  in  this  island.  He  governed  it  in  the  reigns  of  YeBpasian, 
Titus,  and  Domitian.  He  c^ried  his  victorious  arms  northwaixi ;  jde- 
feated  the  Britons  in  every  encounter,  pierced  into  the  forests  and 
the  mountains  of  Caledonia,  reduced  every  state  to  subjection  in  the 
southern  parts  of  the  island,  and  chased  before  him  all  the  men  of 
fiercer  and  more  intractable  spirits,  who  deemed  war  and  death  itself 
less  intolerable  than  servitude  imder  the  victors.  He  defeated  them  in 
a  decisive  action,  which  they  fought  under  Galgacus ;  and  having  fixed 
a  chain  of  garrisons  between  the  friths  of  Clyde  and  Forth,  he  cut  off 
the  ruder  and  more  barren  parts  of  the  island,  and  secured  the  Roman 
province  from  the  incursions  of  the  barbarous  inhabitants.    During 
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these  military  enterprises  he  neglected  not  the  arts  of  peace.  He 
introduced  laws  and  civility  among  the  Britons ;  taught  them  to  desire 
and  raise  aU  the  conveniences  of  life ;  reconciled  them  to  the  Boman 
language  and  manners ;  instructed  them  in  letters  and  science ;  and 
employed  every  expedient  to  render  those  chains,  which  he  had  forged, 
both  easy  and  agreeable  to  them."  (Hume's  Hist.  vol.  i  p.  9.)  In  this 
passage  Mr.  Hume  has  given  a  summary  of  the  Life  of  Agricola.  It  is 
extended  by  Tacitus  in  a  style  more  open  than  the  didactic  form  of  the 
essay  on  the  German  Manners  required,  but  still  with  the  precision, 
both  in  sentiment  and  diction,  peculiar  to  the  author.  In  rich  but 
subdued  colours  he  gives  a  striking  picture  of  Agricola,  leaving  to 
posterity  a  portion  of  history  which  it  would  be  in  vain  to  seek  in  the 
dry  gsizette  style  of  Suetonius,  or  in  the  page  of  any  writer  of  that 
period.] 

1.  The  ancient  custom  of  transmitting  to  posterity  the 
actions  and  manners  of  famous  men,  has  not  been  n^lected 
even  by  the  present  age,  incurious  though  it  be  about  those 
belonging  to  it,  whenever  any  exalted  and  noble  degree  of 
virtue  has  triumphed  over  that  false  estimation  of  merit,  and 
that  ill*will  to  it,  by  which  small  and  great  states  are  equally 
infested.  In  former  times,  however,  as  there  was  a  greater 
propensity  and  freer  scope  for  the  performance  of  actions 
worthy  of  remembrance,  so  every  person  of  distinguished 
abilities  was  induced  through  conscious  satisfeiction  in  the  task 
alone,  without  regard  to  private  favour  or  interest,  to  record 
examples  of  virtue.  And  many  considered  it  rather  as  the 
honest  confidence  of  integrity,  than  a  culpable  arrogance,  to 
become  their  own  biographers.  Of  this,  RutQius  and  Scau- 
rus*  were  instances;  who  were  never  yet  censured  on  this 
account,  nor  was  the  fidelity  of  their  narrative  called  in  ques- 
tion :  so  much  more  candidly  are  virtues  always  estimated, 
in  those  periods  which  are  the  most  fe-vourable  to  their  pro- 
duction. For  myself,  howevqr,  who  have  imdertAken  to  be  the 
historian  of  a  person  deceased,  an  apology  seemed  necessary; 

^  ButiHus  was  consul  b.c.  104 ;  and  for  his  upright  life  and  great 
strictness  was  banished  B.C.  92.  Tacitus  is  the  only  writer  who  says 
he  wrote  his  own  Ufa  Athenseus  mentionsjbhat  he  wrote  h  history  of 
the  affairs  of  Rome,  in  the  Qreek  language.  Scaurus  was  consul  b.c, 
114,  and  again  b.c.  106.  He  is  the  same  Scaurus  whom  Sallust  men- 
tions as  having  been  bribed  by  Jugurtha.  As  the  banishment  of  Ruti- 
lius  took  place  on  the  accusation  of  Scaurus,  it  is  possible  that,  when 
the  former  wrote  his  life,  the  latter  also  wrote  his,  in  order  to  defend 
himself  from  charges  advanced  against  him. 


al.] 
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which  I  should  not  have  made,  had  my  course  lain  through 
times  less  cruel  and  hostile  to  virtue.^ 

^  Venia  opu«  fuU,  This  whole  passage  has  greatly  perplexed  the 
critics.  The  text  is  disputed,  and  it  is  not  agreed  why  Tacitus  asks 
indulgence.  Brotier,  Dronke,  and  others,  say  he  asks  indulgence  for 
the  inferiority  of  his  style  and  manner  (vncondUa  ac  rudi  voce,  c.  3),  as 
compared  with  the  distinguished  authors  (quiaque  cdeberrwrns)  of  an 
earlier  and  better  age.  But  there  would  have  been  no  less  occasion  to 
apologise  for  that,  if  the  times  he  wrote  of  had  not  been  so  hostile  to 
virtue.  Hertel,  La  Bletterie,  and  many  French  critics,  understand  that 
he  apologises  for  writing  the  memoir  of  his  father-in-law  so  late  {^unc\ 
when  he  was  already  dead  (defwncti),  instead  of  doing  it^  as  the  great 
men  of  a  former  day  did,  while  the  subject  of  their  memoirs  was  yet  - 
alive ;  and  he  pleads,  in  justification  of  the  delay,  that  he  could  not 
have  written  it  earlier  without  encountering  the  dangers  of  that  cruel 
age  (the  age  of  Domitian).  This  makes  a  very  good  sense.  The  only 
objection  against  it  is,  that  the  language,  opus  fuU,  seems  rather  to 
imply  that  it  was  necessary  to  justify  hjmself  for  writing  it  ai  all,  by 
citing  the  examples  of  former  distinguished  writers  of  biography,  as  he 
had  done  in  the  foregoing  introduction.  But,  why  would  it  have  been 
unnecessaiy  to  apologise  for  writing  the  life  of  Agricola^  if  the  times  in 
which  he  lived  had  not  been  so  unfriendly  to  virtue  ?  Because  then 
Agricola  would  have  had  opportunity  to  achieve  victories  and  honours, 
which  would  have  demanded  narration,  but  for  which  the  jealousy  and 
cruelty  of  Domitian  now  gave  no  scope.  This  is  the  explanation  of 
Both;  and  he  supports  it  by  reference  to  the  fact,  that  the  achieve- 
ments of  Agricola  in  the  conquest  of  Britain,  though  doubtless  just  as 
Tacitus  has  described  them,  yet  occupy  so  small  a  space  in  general 
history,  that  they  are  not  even  mentioned  by  any  ancient  historian 
except  Dio  Cassius;  and  he  mentions  them  chiefly  out  of  regard  to  the 
discovery  made  by  Agricola,  for  the  first  time,  that  Britain  was  an 
island.  (Vid.  B.  £xc.  1.)  This  explanation  answers  all  the  demands  of 
grammar  and  logic;  but  as  a  matter  of  taste  and  feeling,  I  cannot 
receive  it.  Such  an  apology  for  the  unworthiness  of  his  subject  at  the 
commencement  of  the  biography,  ill  accords  with  the  tone  of  dignified 
confidence  which  pervades  the  memoir.  The  best  commentary  I  have 
seen  on  the  passage  is  that  of  Walther;  and  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be 
giving  more  space  to  so  mooted  a  question  than  the  scholar  requires, 
to  extract  it  entire : — ''  Femo,"  he  says,  ''  is  here  nothing  else  than 
.what  we,  in  the  language  of  modesty,  call  an  apology,  and  has  respect 
^  the  very  justification  he  has  just  offered  in  the  foregoing  exordium. 
For  Tacitus  there  appeals  to  the  usage,  not  of  remote  antiquity  only, 
but  of  later  times  also,  to  justify  his  design  of  writing  the  biography  of 
a  distinguished  man.  There  would  have  been  no  need  of  such  an 
apology  in  other  times.  In  other  times,  dispensing  with  all  preamble, 
he  would  have  begun,  as  in  o.  4,  '  Cnaeus  JiUius  Agricola,'  &c.,  assured 
that  no  one  would  question  the  propriety  of  his  course.  But  now, 
after  a  long  and  servile  silence,  when  one  begins  again  'facta  moresque 
posteris  tradere,'  when  h^  utters  the  first  word  where  speech  and  almost 
memory  (c.  2)  had  so  long  been  lost,  when  he  stands  forth  as  the  first 
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2.  We  read  that  when  Arulenus  Rustious  published  the 
praises  of  Psetiis  Thrasea,  and  Herennius  Senecio  those  of 
Priscus  Helvidius,  it  was  construed  into  a  capital  crime;  ^  and 
the  rage  of  tyranny  wajs  let  loose  not  only  against  the  authosS) 
but  against  their  writings;  so  that  those  monuments  of  ex* 
alted  genius  were  burnt  at  the  place  of  election  in  the  forum 
by  triumvirs  appointed  for  the  purpose.  In  that  fire  they 
thought  to  consume  the  voice  of  the  Boman  people^  the  free- 
dom of  the  senate^  and  the  conscious  emotions  of  all  mankind; 
crowning  the  deed  by  the  exptdfiion  of  the  professors  of  wis- 
dom,2  and  the  baniriiment  of  eveiy  liberal  art,  that  nothing 
generous  or  honourable  might  remain.  We  gave,  indeed,  a 
consummate  proof  of  our  patience;  and  as  remote  ages  saw 
the  very  utmost  degree  of  liberty,  so  we,  deprived  by  inqui- 
sitions of  all  the  intercourse  of  conversation,  experienced 
the  utmost  of  slavery.     With  language  we  should  have  lost 

vindicator  of  oondemiied  virtue,  he  Beema  to  venture  on  something  so 
new,  so  strange,  so  bold,  that  it  may  well  require  apology."  In  com- 
-menting  ux)on  ciirmturus — temjoorct,  Walther  adds :  "  If  there  is  any. 
boldness  in  the  author^s  use  of  words  here,  that  very  fact  suits  the 
connexion,  that  by  the  complexion  of  his  language  even,  he  might 
paint  the  audacity  *  cursandi  tarn  sseva  et  infesta  virtutibus  tempora' — 
of  running  over  (as  in  a  race,  for  such  is  Walther's  interpretation  of  cttr- 
sandi)  times  so  cruel  and  so  hostile  to  virtue.  Not  that  those  times 
could  excite  in  Tacitus  any  real  personal  fear,  for  they  were  past,  and 
he  could  now  think  what  he  pleased,  and  speak  what  he  thought 
(Hist.  L  1).  Still  he  shudders  at  the  recollection  of  those  cruelties ; 
and  he  treads  with  trembling  footstep,  as  it  were,  even  the  path  lately 
obstructed  by  them.  He  looks  about  him  to  see  whether,  even  now, 
he  may  safely  utter  his  voice,  and  he  timidly  asks  pardon  for  ventiuring 
to  break  the  reigning  silence." — Tyler. 

*  A  passage  in  Dio  excellently  illustrates  the  fact  here  referred  to : 
"  He  (Domitian)  put  to  death  Rusticus  Arulenus,  because  he  studied 
philosophy,  and  had  given  Thrasea  the  appellation  of  holy;  and  Heren- 
nius Senecio,  because,  although  he  lived  many  years  after  serving  the 
Office  of  qucestor,  he  solicited  no  other  post,  and  because  he  had  written 
the  Life  of  Helvidius  Priscufl."  (Ixvii  p.  766.)  With  less  accuracy, 
Suetonius,  in  his  Life  of  Domitian  (s.  10),  says :  '*  He  put  to  deodi 
Junius  Rustious,  because  he  had  published  the  panegyrics  of  Psetus 
Hirasea  and  Helvidius  Prisons,  and  had  styled  them  most  holy  persons ; 
and  on  this  occasion  he  expelled  all- the  philosophers  from  the  city,  and 
firom  Italy."  Arulenus  Rusticus  was  a  Stoic ;  on  which  account  he  was 
contumeliously  called  by  M.  Regulufl  "  the  ape  of  the  Stoics,  marked 
with  the  Yitellian  scar."  (Pliny,  Epist  i  5.)  Thrasea,  who  killed  Nero, 
is  particularly  recorded  in  the  Annals,  book  xvi 

^  The  expulsion  of  the  philosophers,  mentioned  in  the  passage  above 
quoted  from  Suetonius. 
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memory  itaeif,  had  it  been  as  muoh  in  our  power  to  forget,  tis 
to  be  silent. 

3.  Now  our  taints  begin  to  reviTe.  But  although  at 
the  first  dawning  of  this  happy  period/  the  emperor  Nerva 
united  two  things  before  incompatible,  monarchy  and  liberty; 
and  Trajan  is  now  daily  augmenting  the  felicity  of  the  em- 
pire; and  the  public  security  ^  has  not  only  assumed  hopes 
and  wishes,  but  has  seen  those  wishes  arise  to  confidence  and 
stability;  yet,  from  the  nature  of  human  infirmity,  remedies-, 
are  more  tardy  in  their  operation  than  diseases:  and,  as 
bodies  slowly  increase,  but. quickly  perish,  so  it  is  more  easy 
to  suppress  industry  and  genius,  than  to  recal  them.  For 
indolence  itself  acquires  a  charm ;  and  sloth,  however  odious 
at  first,  becomes  at  length  engaging.  During  the  space  of 
fifteen  years,^  a  large  portion  of  human  life,  how  great  a 
number  have  fallen  by  casual  events,  and,  as  was  the  fate  of 
all  the  most  distinguished,  by  the  cruelty  of  the  prince ;  whilst 
we,  the  few  survivors,  not  of  others  alone,  but,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expression,  of  ourselves,  find  a  void  of  so  many 
years  in  our  lives,  which  has  silently  brought  us  from  youth 
to  maturity,  from  mature  age  to  the  very  verge  of  life !  Still, 
however,  I  shall  not  regret  having  composed,  though  in  rude 
and  artless  language,  a  memorial  of  past  servitude,  and  a 
testimony  of  present  blessings.* 

The  present  work,  in  the  meantime,  which  is  dedicated 
to  the  honour  of  my  father-in-law,  may  be  thought  to 
merit  approbation,  or  at  least  excuse,  from  the  piety  of  the 
inteution. . 

V    4.  CNiBUS  Julius  Agricola  was  bom  at  the  ancient  and 
illustrious  colony  of  Forumjulji.*   Both  his  grandfathers  were 

'  This  truly  happy  period  began  -when,  after  the  death  of  Domitian, 
and  the  recuiiou  of  his  acts,  the  imperial  authority  devolved  on  Nerva, 
whose  virtues  Were  emulated  by  the  successive  emperors,  Trajan, 
Hadrian,  and  both  the  Antonines. 

*  Seeuritas  pvhlicaf  **  the  public  security,"  was  a  current  expression 
and  wish,  and  was  frequently  inscribed  on  medals. 

*  The  term  of  Domitian's  reign. 

*  It  appears  that  at  this  time  Tacitus  proposed  to  write  not  only  the 
books  of  his  History  and  Annals,  which  contain  the  "  memorial  of  past 
servitude,**  but  an  account  of  the  "  present  blessings "  exemplified  in 
the  occurrences  under  Nerva  and  Trajan. 

*  There  were  two  Roman  colonies  of  this  name;  one  in  Umbria, 
supposed  to  be  the  place  now  called  Friuli;  the  other  in  Narbonnensian 
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imperial  procurators,^  an  office  which  confers  the  rank  of 
equestrian  nobility.  His  father,  Julius  Grsecinus,^  of  the^^ 
senatorian  order,  was  &mous  for  the  study  of  eloquence  and 
philosophy;  and  by  these  accomplishments  he  drew  on  him^ 
self  the  displeasure  of  Gains  Csesar;^  for,  being  commanded 
to  undertake  the  accusation  of  Marcus  Silanus,^ — on  his  re^ 
'  fusal,  he  was  put  to  death.  His  mother  was  Julia  Procilla, 
a  lady  of  exemplary  chastity.  Educated  with  tenderness  in 
her  bosom,'*  he  passed  his  childhood  ^d  youth  in  the  at- 
tainment of  every  liberal  art.     He  was  preserved  from  the 

Gaul,  the  modem  name  of  which  is  Frejus.    This  last  was  probably 
the  birth-place  of  Agricola. 

^  Of  the  procurators  who  were  sent  to  the  provinces,  some  had  the 
charge  of  the  public  revenue ;  others,  not  only  of  that,  but  of  the  pri- 
vate revenue  of  the  emperor.  These  were  the  imperial  procurators. 
All  the  offices  relative  to  the  finances  were  in  the  possession  of  the 
Roman  knights;  of  whom  the  imperial  proihirators  were  accounted 
noble.  Hence  the  equestrian  nobility  'of  which  Tacitus  speaks.  In 
some  of  the  lesser  provinces,  the  procurators  had  the  civil  jurisdiction, 
as  well  as  the  administration  of  the  revenue  This  was  the  case  in 
^  Judsea. 

'  Seneca  bears  a  very  honom»ble  testimony  to  this  person.  "  If," 
says  he,  '*  we  have  occasion  for  an  example  of  4  great  mind,  let  us  cite 
that  of  Julius  Grsecinus,  an  excellent  person,  whom  Caius  Ceesar  put  to 
death  on  this  account  alone,  that  he  was  a  better  man  than  could  be 
suffered  under  a  tyrant."  (De  Benef.  ii.  21.)  His  books  concerning 
Vineyards  are  commended  by  Columella  and  Pliny. 
'  Caligula. 

^  Marcus  Silanus  was  the  father  of  Claudia,  the  first*wife  of  Caius. 
According  to  the  historians  of  that  period,  Caius  was  jealous  of  him, 
and  took  every  opportunity  of  mortifying  him.  Tacitus  (Hist.  iv.  48) 
mentions  that  the  emperor  deprived  him  of  the  military  command  of 
the  troops  in  Africa  in  an  insulting  manner.  Dion  (lix.)  states,  that 
when,  from  his  age  and  rank,  Silanus  was  usually  asked  his  opinion 
first  in  the  senate,  the  emperor  found  a  pretext  for  preventing  this 
respect  being  i)aid  to  his  worth.  Suetonius  (iv.  23)  records  that  the 
emperor  one  day  put  to  sea  in  a  hasty  manner,  and  commanded  Silanus 
to  follow  him.  This,  from  fear  of  illness,  he  declined  to  do;  upon 
whidi  the  emperor,  alleging  that  he  stayed  on  shore  in  order  to  get 
possession  of  the  city  in  case  any  accident  befell  himself,  compelled 
him  to  cut  his  own  throat.  It  would  seem,  from  the  present  passage 
of  Tacitus,  that  there  were  some  legal  forms  taken  in  the  case  of 
Silanus,  and  that  Julius  Grsecinus  was  ordered  to  be  the  accuser ;  and 
that  that  noble-minded  man,  refusing  to  take  part  in  proceedings  so 
cruel  and  iniquitous,  was  himself  put  to  death. 

^  Of  the  part  the  Roman  matrons  took  in  the  edueation  of  youth, 
Tacitus  has  given  an  elegant  and  interesting  account,  in  his  Dialogue 
concerning  Oratory,  c.  28, 
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allurements  of  vice,  not  only  by  a  naturally  good  disposi- 
tion, but  by  being  sent  very  early  to  pursue  his  studies  at 
Massilia;^  a  place  where  Grecian  politeness  and  provincial 
frugality  are  happily  united.  I  remember  he  was  used  to 
relate,  that  in  his  early  youth  he  should  have  engaged  with 
more  ardour  in  philosophical  speculation  than  was  suitable  to 
a  Roman  and  a  senator,  had  not  the  prudence  of  his  mother 
restrained  the  warmth  and  vehemence  of  his  disposition :  for 
his  lofty  and  uprigl^t  spirit,  inflamed  by  the  charms  of  glory 
and  exalted  reputation,  led  him  to  the  pursuit  with  more 
eagerness  than  discretion.  Eeason  and  riper  years  tempered 
his  warmth;  and  from  the  study  of  wisdom,  he  retained  what 
is  most  difficult  to  compass, — moderation. 

5.  He  learned  the  rudiments  of  war  in  Britain,  under 
Suetonius  Paullinus,  an  active  and  prudent  commander,  who 
chose  him  for  his  tent  tiompanion,  in  order  to  form  an  esti- 
mate of  his  merit.2  Nor  did  Agricola,  like  many  young  men, 
who  convert  military  service  into  wanton  pastime,  avail  him- 
self licentiously  or  slothfully  of  his  tribimitial  title,  or  his 
inexperience,  to  spend  his  time  in  pleasures  and  absences  from 
duty;  but  he  employed  himself  in  gaining  a  knowledge  of  the 
country,  making  himself  known  to  the  army,  learning  from 
the  experienced,  and  imitating  the  best;  neither  pressing  to 
be  employed  through  vainglory,  nor  declining  it  through 
timidity;  and  performing  his  duty  with  equal  solicitude  and- 
spirit  At  no  other  time  in  truth  was  Britain  more  agitated 
or  in  a  stat^  of  greater  uncertainty.  Our  veterans  slaughtered, 
our  colonies  burnt,*  our  armies  cut  off,* — we  were  then  con- 
tending for  safety,  afterwards  for  victory.    During  this  period, 

^  Kow  Marseilles.  This  was  a  colony  of  the  Phocseans ;  whence  it 
derived  that  Grecian  politeness  for  which  it  was  long  famous. 

*  It  was  usual  for  generals  to  admit  young  men  of  promising  charac- 
ters to  this  honourable  companionship,  which  resembled  the  office  of 
an  aide-de-camp  in  the  modem  service.  Thus,  Suetonius  informs  us 
that  Csesar  made  his  first  campaign  in  Asia  as  tent-companion  to  Mar- 
cus Thermus  the  prsstor. 

*  This  was  the  fate  of  the  colony  of  veterans  at  Camalodunum,  now 
Colchester  or  Maldon.  A  particular  account  of  this  revolt  is  given  in 
the  14th  book  of  the  Anntds. 

.  *  This  alludes  to  the  defeat  of  Fetilius  Cerialis,  who  came  with  the 
ninth  logion  to  succour  the  colony  of  Camalodunum.  All  the  infantry 
were  slaughtered;  and  Petilius,  with  the  cavalry  alone,  got  away  to  the 
camp.  It  was  shortly  after  this,  that  Suetonius  defeated  Boadicea  and 
hor  forces. 
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although  all  things  were  transacted  under  the  conduct  an4 
direction  of  another,  and  the  stress  of  the  whole,  as  well  as 
the  gloiy  of  recovering  the  proyince,  fell  to  the  general's 
share,  jet  they  imparted  to  the  young  Agricola  eikill,  expe- 
rience, and  incentives;  and  the  passion  for  military  glory 
entered  his  soul;  a  passion  ungrateful  to  the  times,^  in  which 
eminence  was  unfavourably  construed,  and  a  great  reputation 
was  no  less  dangerous  than  a  bad  one. 

6.  Departing  thence  to  undertake  the  offices  of  magistracy 
in  Rome,  he  married  Domitia  Decidiana,  a  lady  of  iUiistriou^ 
descent,  from  which  connexion  he  derived  credit  and  support 
in  his  pursuit  of  greater  things.  They  lived  together  in 
admirable  harmony  and  mutual  afifection;  eadi  giving  the 
preference  to  the  other;  a  conduct  equally  laudable  in  both, 
t  except  that  a  greater  degree  of  praise  is  due  to  a  good  wife^ 
\in  proportion  as  a  bad  one  deserves  the  greater  censure.  The 
lot  of  qusBstorship  2  gave  him  Asia  for  his  province,  and 
the  proconsul  Salvius  Titianus'  for  his  superior;  by  ncithar 
of  which  circumstances  was  he  corrupted,  although  the  pro- 
vince was  wealthy  and  open  to  plunder,  and  the  proconsul, 
from  his  rapacious  disposition,  would  readily  have  agreed  to 
a  mutual  concealment  of  guilt.  His  femily  was  there  in- 
creased by  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  who  was  both  the  support 
of  his  house,  and  his  consolation;  for  he  lost  an  elder-bom 
son  in  infancy.  The  interval  between  his  serving  the  offices  of 
qusBstor  and  tribune  of  the  people,  and  even  the  year  of  the 
latter  magistracy,  he  passed  in  repose  and  inactivity;  well 
knowing  the  temper  of  the  times  under  Nero,  in  which  indo- 
lence wafi  wisdom.  He  maintained  the  same  tenor  of  conduct 
when  prsetor;  for  the  judiciary  part  of  the  office  did  not  fall 
to  his  share.^   In  the  exhibition  of  public  games,  and  the  idLs 

»  Those  of  Nero. 

'  The  office  of  quaestor  was  the  entrance  to  all  public  employments. 
The  quaestors  and  their  secretaries  were  distributed  by  lot  to  the 
several  provinces,  that  there  miglffc  be  no  previous  connexions  between 
them  and  the  governors,  but  they  might  serve  as  checks  upon  each 
other. 

'  Brother  of  the  emperor  Otho. 

*  At  the  head  of  the  prsetors,  the  number  of  whom  was  different  at 
different  periods  of  the  empire,  were  the  Pnetor  Urbanus,  and  Prsetor 
Peregrinus.  The  first  administered  justice  among  the  citizens,  the 
second  among  strangers.  The  rest  presided  at  public  debates,  and 
had  the  charge  of  e^biting  the  public  games,  which  were  celebrated 
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trappings  of  dignity,  he  consulted  propriety  and  the  measure 
of  hk  ^rtune;  by  no  means  approaching  to  extravagauce, 
yet  inclining  rather  to  a  popular  course.  When  he  w^  after-< 
-ssBxds  appointed  by  Galba  to  manage  an  inqxiest  concemiug 
the  ofenngs  which  had  been  presented  to  the  temples,  by  his 
strict  attention  and  diligence  he  preserved  the  state  from  any 
torther  sacrilege  than  what  it  had  suffered  from  Nero.^ 

7.  The  following  year^  inflicted  a  severe  wound  on  his 
peace  of  mind,  and  his  domestic  concerns.     The  fleet  of 
Otho,  roving  in  a  disorderly  manner  on  the  coast,^  made  a 
hostile  descent  on  Intemelii,^  a  part  of  Liguria,  in  which  the  / 
mother  of  Agricola  was  murdered  at  her  own  estate,  her  lands ; 
were  ravaged,  and  a  great  part  of  her  effects,  which  had  in- 
vited the  assassins,  was  carried  off.     As  Agricola  upon  thiS( 
event  was  hastening  to  perform  the  duties  of  filial  piety,  he  t 
was  overtaken  by  the  news  of  Vespasian's  aspiring  to  the 
empire,^  and  immediately  went  over  to  his  party.     The  first 
acts  of  power,  and  the  government  of  the  city,  were  entrusted 
to  Mucianus;  Domitiau  being  at  that  time  very  young,  and 
taking  no  other  privilege  from  his  father's  elevation  than  that 
of  indulging  his  licentious  tastes.     Mucianus,  having  ap- 
.  proved  the  vigour  and  fidelity  of  Agricola  in  the  service  of 
raising  levies,  gave  him  the  conmiand  of  the  twentieth  legion,^ 
which  had  appeared  backward  in  taking  the  oaths,  as  soon  as 
he  had  heard  of  the  seditious  practices  of  its  commander.''' 

with  great  solemnity  for  seven  successive  days,  and  at  a  vast  expense. 
This,  indeed,  in  the  times  of  the  emperors,  was  almost  the  sole  business 
df  the  prsBtors,  whose  dignity,  as  Tacitus  expresses  it,  oonsisted  in  the 
idie  trappings  of  state;  whence  Boethius  justly  terms  the  preetorship 
"  an  empty  name,  and  a  grievous  burthen  on  the  senatorian  rank.*' 

*  Kero  had  plundered  the  temples  for  the  supply  of  his  extrdvagancQ. 
and  debauchery.     See  Annals,  xv.  45. 

'  This  was  the  year  of  Rome  822 ;  from  the  birth  of  Christ,  69. 
^  The  cruelties  and  depredations  committed-  on  the  coast  of  Italy  by 
this  fleet  are  described  in  lively  colours  by  Tacitus,  Hist.  ii.  12, 13. 

*  Now  the  county  of  Vintimiglia.  The  attack  upon  the  municipal 
town  of  this  place,  called  Albiuqi  Intemelium,  is  particularly  men- 
tioned in  the  passage  above  referred  to. 

*  In  the  month  of  July  of  this  year. 

^  7he  twentieth  legion,  sumamed  the  Yictorious,  was  stationed  in 
Britain  at  Deva,  the  modern  Chester,  where  many  inscriptions  and 
other  monuments  of  Roman  antiquities  have  been  discovered. 

^  Roscius  Csplius.  His  disputes  with  the  governor  of  Britain,  Tre- 
bellius  Hasjuus,  are  related  by  Tacitus,  Hist.  L  60. 
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This  legion  had  been  unmanageable  and  formidable  even  to 
the  consular  lieutenants;^  and  its  late  commander,  of  praeto- 
rian  rank,  had  not  sufficient  authority  to  keep  it  in  obedience ; 
though  it  was  uncertain  whether  from  his  own  disposition,  or 
that  of  his  soldiers.  Agricola  was  therefore  appointed  as  his 
successor  and  avenger;  but,  with  an  .uncommon  degree  of 
moderation,  he  chose  rather  to  have  it  appear  that  he  had 
found  the  legion  obedient,  than  that  he  had  made  it  so. 

8.  Vettius  Bolanus  was  at  that  time  governor  of  Britain, 
and  ruled  with  a  milder  sway  than  was  suitable  to  so  turbu- 
lent a  province.  Under  his  administration,  Agricola^  accus- 
tomed to  obey,  and  taught  to  consult  utility  as  well  as  glory, 
tempered  his  ardour,  and  restraineji  his  enterprising  spirit. 
His  virtues  had  soon  a  larger  field  for  their  display,  from  the 
appointment  of  Petilius  Cerealis,^  a  man  of  consular  dignity, 
to  the  government.  At  first  he  only  shared  the  fatigues  and 
dangers  of  his  general;  but  was  presently  allowed  to  partake 
of  his  glory.  Cerealis  frequently  entrusted  him  with  part 
of  his  army  as  a  trial  of  his  abilities;  and  from  the  event 
sometimes  enlarged  his  command.  On  these  occasions, 
Agricola  was  never  ostentatious  in  assuming  to  himself  the 
merit  of  his  exploits;  but  always,  as  a  subordinate  officer, 
gave  the  honour  of  his  good  fortune  to  his  superior.  Thus, 
by  his  spirit  in  executing  orders,  and  his  modesty  in  report- 
ing his  success^  he  avoided  envy,  yet  did  not  fail  of  acquiring 
reputation. 

9.  On  his  return  from  commanding  the  legion  he  was  raised 
by  Vespasian  to  the  patrician  order,  and  then  invested  with 
the  government  of  Aquitania,^  a  distinguished  promotion, 
both  in  respect  to  the  office  itself,  and  the  hopes  of  the  con- 
sulate to  which  it  destined  him.  It  is  a  common  supposition 
that  military  men,  habituated  to  the  unscrupulous  and  sum- 
mary processes  of  camps,  where  things  are  carried  with  a 
strong  hand,  are  deficient  in  the  address  and  subtlety  of 
genius  requisite  in  civil  jurisdiction.  Agricola,  however,  by 
his  natuml  prudence,  was  enabled  to  act  with  facility  and 

1  The  governors  of  the  province,  and  commanders  in  chief  over  all 
the  legions  stationed  in  it. 

^  He  had  formerly  been  commander  of  the  ninth  legion. 

'  The  province  of  Aqnitania  extended  from  the  Pyrenean  moun- 
tains to  the  river  Liger  (Loire). 
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precisioQ  even  among  ciyiliaiis.  He  distinguished  the  hours 
of  business  from  those  of  relaxation.  When  the  court  or 
tribunal  demanded  his  presence,  he  was  grave,  intent,  awful, 
yet  generally  inclined  to  lenity.  When  the  duties  of  his  office 
were  over,  the  man  of  power  was  instantly  laid  aside.  Nothing 
of  sternness,  arrogance,  or  rapaciousness  appeared;  and,  what 
was  a  singular  felicity,  his  aS&bility  did  not  impair  his  au- 
thority, nor  his  severity  render  bim  less  beloved.  To  mention 
integrity  and  freedom  from  corruption  in  such  a/man,  would 
be  an  afl&x)nt  to  his  vh-tues.  He  did  not  even  court  repu- 
tation, an  object  to  which  men  of  worth  frequently  sacrifice, 
by  ostentation  or  artifice :  equally  avoiding  competition  with 
his  colleagues,^  and  contention  with  the  procurators.  To 
overcome  in  such  a  contest  he  thought  inglorious;  and  to  he 
put  down,  a  disgrace.  Somewhat  less  than  three  years  were 
spent  in  this  office,  when  he  was  recalled  to  the  immediate 
prospect  of  the  consulate;  while  at  the  same  time  a  popular 
opinion  prevailed  that  the  government  of  Britain  would  be 
conferred  upon  him ;  an  opinion  not  founded  upon  any  sug- 
gestions of  his  own,  but  upon  his  being  thought  equal  to 
the  station.  Conmion  &me  does  not  always  err,  sometimes 
it  even  directs'  a  choice.  When  consul,*  he  contracted  his 
daughter,  a  lady  already  of  the  happiest  promise,  to  myself, 
then  a  very  young  man;  and  after  his  office  was  expired  I 
received  her  in  marriage.  He  was  immediately  appointed 
governor  of  Britain  and  the  pontificate  ^  was  added  to  his 
other  dignities. 

10.  The  situation  and  inhabitants  of  Britain  have  been  de- 
scribed by  many  writers ;  *  and  I  shall  not  add  to  the  number 
with  the  view  of  vying  with  them  in  accuracy  and  ingenuity, 
but  because  it  was  first  thoroughly  subdued  in  the  period  of 
the  present  history.  Those  things  which,  while  yet  unascer- 
tained, they  embellished  with  their  eloquence,  shall  here  be 
related  witli  a  faithful  adherence  to  known  fisicts.   Britain,  the 

*  The  governors  of  the  neighbouring  provinces. 

*  Agricola  was  consul  in  the  year  of  Borne  880,  a.  d.  77,  along  with 
Domitian.  They  succeeded,  in  the  calends  bf  July,  the  consuls  Ves- 
pasian and  Titus,  who  began  the  year. 

3  He  was  admitted  into  the  Pontifical  College,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  the  Pontifez  Maximus. 

*  Julius  Caesar,  Livy,  Strabo,  Fabiua  Busticus,  Pomponius  Mela, 
Pliny,  &C. 

TAO. — ^VOL.  n.  A  A 
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largest  of  all  the  islands  which  have  come  Tvithin  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Romans,  stretches  on  the  east  towards  Germany, 
on  the  west  towards  Spain/  and  on  the  south  it  is  even 
within  sight  of  Gaul.  Its  northern  extremity  has  no  opposite 
land,  but  is  washed  by  a  wide  and  open  sea.  Idvy,  the  most 
eloquent  of  ancient,  and  Fabius  Rusticus,  of  modem  writers, 
have  likened  the  figure  of  Britain  to  an  oblong  target,  or 
a  two-edged  axe.^  And  this  is  in  reality  its  appearance,  ez- 
dusiye  of  Caledonia;  whence  it  has  been  popularly  attributed 
to  •the  whole  island.  But  that  tract  of  country,  irregularly 
gtretdiing  out  to  an  immense  length  towards  the  furthest 
flhore,  is  gradually  contracted  in  form  of  a  wedge.^  The 
Roman  fleet,  at  this  period  first  sailing  round  this  remotest 
coast,  gave  certain  proof  that  Britain  was  an  island;  and  at 
the  same  time  discovered  and  subdued  the  Orcades,^  islands 
till  then  unknown.  Thule^.  was  also  distinctly  seen,  which 
winter  and  eternal  snow  had  hitherto  concealed.  The  sea  is 
reported  to  be  sluggish  and  laborious  to  the  rower;  and  even 
to  be  scarcely  agitated  by  winds.  The  cause  oi  this  stag- 
nation I  imagine  to  be  the  deficiency  of  land  and  mountains 

1  Thus  CflBsar :  "  One  aide  of  Britain  inclines  towards  Spain,  and 
the  setting  sun;  on  which  part  Ireland  is  situated." — ^BeU.  GalL  v.  13. 

*  These,  as  well  as  other  resemblances  suggested  by  ancient  geogra- 
phers, haye  been  mostly  destroyed  by  the  greater  accuracy  of  modem 
maps. 

'  This  is  so  fiar  true,  that  the  northern  extremity  of  Scotland  is 
much  narrower  than  the  southern  coast  of  England. 

*  The  Orkney  Ii^lands.  These,  although  now  first  thoroughly  known 
to  the  Romans,  had  before  been  heard  of,  and  mentioned  by  authors. 
Thus  Mela,  iiL  6 :  ''  There  are  thirty  of  the  Oroadeai,  separated  from 
eadi  other  by  narrow  straits.''  And  Pliny,  iv.  16 :  "  The  Orcades  are 
forty  in  number,  at  a  small  distance  from  each  other."  In  the  reign 
of  Claudius,  the  report  concerning  these  islands  was  particularly 
current,  and  adulation  converted  it  into  the  news  of  a  rictwy.  Hence 
Hieronymus  in  his  Chronicon  says,  ''Claudius  triumphed  over  the 
Brittms,  and  added  the  Orcades  to  the  Roman  empire." 

'  Camden  supposes  the  Shetland  Islands  to  be  meant  here  by  Thule; 
others  imagine  it  to  have  been  one  of  the  Hebrides.  Pliny,  iv.  16, 
mentions  TTiule  as  the  most  remote  of  all  known  islands;  and,  by 
placing  it  but  one  day's  sail  from  the  Frozen  Ocean,  renders  it  proba- 
ble that  Iceland  was  intended.  Procopius  (Bell.  Gk>th.  IL 15)  speaks 
of  another  Thule,  which  must  have  been  Norway,  winch  many  of  the 
ancients  thought  to  be  an  island.  Mr.Pennant  supposes  that  the  Thule 
here  meant  was  Foula,  a  very  lofty  isle^  one  of  the  most  westerly  of 
/ihe  Shetlands,  which  might  easily  be  descried  by  the  fleet. 
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where  tempests  are  generated;  and  the  diffitmlty  with  which 
Buoh  a  migl^ty  maes  of  waten^  in  an  uninterrupted  main,  is 
put  in  motion.^  It  is  not  the  business  of  this  work  to  inves- 
tigate the  nature  of  the  ocean  and  the  tides;  a  subject  which 
many  writers  hav6  already  undertaken.  I  ^all  only  add  one 
circumstance:  that  the  dominion  of  the  sea  is  nowhere  more 
extensive;  th^  it  carries  many  currents  in  this  direction  and 
in  that;  and  ns  ebbings  and  flowings  are  not  confined  to  the 
shore^  bat  it  penetrates  into  the  heart  of  the  countiy,  and 
works  its  way  among  hilJs  and  mountains^  as  though  it  were 
in  its  own  domain.^ 

IL  Who  were  the  first  inhabitants  of  Britain,  whether 
indigenous^  or  immigrants,  is  a  question  involved  in  the 
obscurity  usual  among:  barbarians.  Their  temperament  of 
body  is  various,  whence  deductions  are  formed  of  their  dif- 
ferent origin.  Thus,  the  ruddy  hair  and  laxge  limbs  of  the 
Caledgnians^  point  out  a  German  derivation.  The  swarthy 
complexion  and  curled  hair  of  the  Silures,'^  together  with 
their  sitAiation  opposite  to  Spain,  render  it  probable  that 
a  colony  of  the  ancient  Iberi^  possessed  themselves  of  that  ter- 
ritory.  They  who  are  nearest  Gaul  ^  resemble  the  inhabitants 

^  Ab  f ar  as  the  meaning  of  this  passage  can  be  elucidated^  it  would 
appear  as  if  the  first  chrcumnavigators  of  Britain,  to  enhance  the  idea 
of  their  dangers  and  hardships,  had  represented  the  Korthem  sea  as 
in  such  a  thickened  half  BoUd  state,  that  the  oars  could  scarcely  be 
worked,  or  the  water  agitated  by  winds.  Tacitus,  however,  rather 
chooses  to  explain  its  sti^ant  condition  from  the  want  of  winds,  and 
the  difficulty  of  moving  so  great  a  body  of  waters.  But  the  fact, 
taken  either  way,  is  erroneous;  as  this  sea  is  never  observed  frozen, 
and  is  remarkably  stormy  and  tempestuous. — Aikin. 

'  The  great  number  of  firths  and  inlets  of  the  sea,  which  almost 
out  through  the  northern  parts  of  the  island,  as  well  as  the  height 
of  the  tides  on  the  coast,  render  this  observation  peculiarly  proper. 

'  Caesar  mentions  that  the  interior  inhabitants  of  Britain  were  sup- 
posed to  have  originated  in  the  island  itself.  (BelL  Oall.  v.  12.) 

^  Caledonia,  now  Scotland,  was  at  that  time  overspread  by  vast 
forests.  Thus  Pliny,  iv.  16,  speaking  of  Britain,  says,  that  '*  for  thirty 
jP'ears  past  the  Roman  arms  had  not  extended  title  knowledge  of  the 
island  beyond  the  Caledonian  forest." 

^  Inhabitants  of  what  are  now  the  counties  of  Glamorgan,  Mon- 
mouth, Brecknock,  Hereford,  and  Badnor. 

<  The  Iberi  were  a  people  of  Spain,  so  called  from  their  neighbour- 
hood to  the  river  Iberus,  now  Ebro. 

7  Of  these,  the  inhabitants  of  Kent  are  honourably  mentioned  by. 
Caesar.  **  Of  all  these  people,  by  far  the  most  civilized  are  those 
AA  2 
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of  that  country;  whether  from  the  duration  of  hereditary 
influence,  or  whether  it  be  that  when  lands  jut  forward, 
in  opposite  directions/  climate  gives  the  same  condition  of 
body  to  the  inhabitants  of  botk  On  a  general  survey,  how- 
ever, it  appears  probable  that  the  Gauls  originally  took  pos- 
session of  the  neighbouring  coast  The  sacred  rites  and 
superstitions^  of  these  people  are  discernible  among  the 
Britons.  The  languages  of  the  two  nations  io  not  greatly, 
differ.  The  same  audacity  in  provoking  danger,  and  irreso- 
lution in  facing  it  when  present,  is  observable  in  both.  The 
Britons,  however,  display  more  ferocity,*  not  being  yet  softened 
by  a  long  peace :  for  it  appears  from  history  tbsit  the  Gauls 
were  once  renowned  in  war,  till,  losing  their  valour  with  their 
liberty,  languor  and  indolence  entered  amongst  them.  The* 
same  change  has  also  taken  place  among  those  of  the  Britons 
who  have  been  long  subdued;^  but  the  rest  continue  such  as 
the  Gauls  formerly  were. 

12.  Their  military  strength  consists  in  infantry:  some  na- 
tions also  make  use  of  chariots  in  war;  in  the  management  of 
which,  the  most  honourable  person  guides  the  reins,  while  his 
dependents  fight  from  the  chariot^  The  Britons  were  for- 
merly governed  by  kings,^  but  at  present  they  are  divided 
in  Actions  and  parties  among  their  chiefs;  and  this  want  of 
union  for  concerting  some  general  plan  is  the  most  fevourable 
circumstance  to  us,  in  our  designs  against  so  powerful  a  peo- 
ple.    It  is  seldom  that  two  or  three  communities  concur  in 

inhabiting  the  maritime  country  of  Cantium,  who  differ  little  in  their 
manners  from  the  Gauls.'' — ^BeU.  Gall.  v.  14. ' 

1  From  the  obliquity  of  the  opposite  coasts  of  England  and  France, 
some  part  of  the  former  runs  further  south  than  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  latter. 

V  '  Particularly  the  mysterious  and  bloody  solemnities  of  the  Druids. 
;  '  The  children  were  bom  and  nursed  in  this  ferocity.  Thus  Soti- 
itius,  c.  22,  speaking  of  the  warlike  nation  of  Britons,  says,  "  When  a 
woman  is  delivered  of  a  male  child,  she  lays  its  first  food  upon  the 
husband's  sword,  and  with  the  point  gently  puts  it  within  the  little 
one's  mouth,  praying  to  her  country  deities  that  his  death  may  in  lilos 
manner  be  in  the  midst  of  arms.** 

*  In  the  reign  of  Clau^us. 

^  The  practice  of  the  Greeks  in  the  Homeric  age  was  the  reverse 
of  this. 

^  Thus  the  kings  Cunobelinus,  Caractacus,  and  Prasutagus,  and  the 
queens  Cartismandua  and  Boadicea,  are  mentioned  in  different  parts 
of  Tacitus. 
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repelling  the  common  danger;  and  thus,  while  they  engage 
Bingly,  they  are  all  subdued.  The  sky  in  this  country  is 
deformed  by  clouds  and  frequent  rains.;  but  the  cold  is  never 
extremely  rigorous.^  The  length  of  the  days  greatly  exceeds 
that  in  our  part  of  the  world.^  The  nights  are  bright,  and, 
at  the  extremity  of  the  island,  so  short,  that  the  close  and 
return  of  day  is  scarcely  distinguished  by  a  perceptible  inter- 
val. It  is  even  asserted  that,  when  clouds  do  not  intervene, 
the  splendour  of  the  sun  is  visible  during  the  whole  night, 
and  that  it  does  not  appear  to  rise  and  set,  but  to  move 
across.^  The  cause  of  this  is,  that  the  extreme  and  flat  parts 
of  the  earth,  casting  a  low  shadow,  do  not  throw  up  the 
darkness,  and  so  night  &lls  beneath  the  sky  and  the  stars.^ 
The  soil,  though  improper  for  the  olive,  the  vine,  and  other 
productions  of  warmer  climates,  is  fertile,  and  suitable  for 
com.     Growth  is  quick,  but  maturation  slow;  both  from  the 

^  Cseaar  says  of  Britain,  "the  climate  is  more  temperate  than  that 
of  Gaul,  the  cold  being  leas  severe."  (BeU.  GaU.  ▼.  12.)  This  certainly 
proceeds  from  its  insular  situation,  and  the  moistness  of  its  atmosphere. 

»  Thus  Plmy  (iL  75):—"  The  longest  day  in  Italy  is  of  fifteen  hours, 
in  Britain  of  seventeen,  where  in  summer  the  nights  are  light." 

'  Tacitus,  through  the  medium  of  Agricola,  must  have  got  this 
report,  either  from  the  men  of  Scandinavia;  or  from  those  of  the 
Britons  who  had  passed  into  that  country,  or  been  informed  to  this 
effect  by  tiiose  who  had  visited  it.  It  is  quite  true,  that  in  the 
further  part  of  Norway,  and  so  also  again  in  Iceland  and  the  regions 
about  the  North  Pole,  there  is,  at  the  summer  solstice,  an  almost 
uninterrupted  day  for  nearly  two  months.  Tacitus  here  seems  to 
affirm  this  as  universally  the  case,  not  having  heard  that,  at  the 
winter  solstice,  there  is  a  night  of  equal  duration. 

*  Tacitus,  after  having  given  the  report  of  the  Britons  as  he  had 
heard  it,  probably  from  Agricola,  now  goes  on  to  state  his  own  views 
on  the  subject.  He  represents  that,  as  the  far  north  is  level,  there  is 
nothing,  when  the  sun  is  in  the  distant  horizon,  to  throw  up  a  shadow 
towards  the  sky :  that  the  light,  indeed,  is  intercepted  fr^m  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth  itself,  and  so  there  is  dcirkness  upon  it ;  but  that  the 
sky  above  is  still  clear  and  bright  from  its  rays.  And  hence  he  sup- 
poses that  the  brightness  of  the  upper  regions  neutralizes  the  darkness 
on  the  earth,  forming  a  degree  of  light  equivalent  to  the  evening 
twilight  or  the  morning  dawn,  or,  indeed,  rendering  it  next  to  impos- 
sible to  decide  when  the  evening  closes  and  the  morning  begins. 
Compare  the  following  account,  teScen  from  a  "  Description  of  a  Visit 
to  Shetland,"  in  voL  viii.  of  Chambers*  Miscellany : — "  Being  now  in 
the  60th  degree  of  north  latitude,  daylight  could  scarcely  be  said  to 
have  left  us  daring  the  night,  and  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morbing,  albei% 
the  mist '  still  hung  about  us,  we  could  see  as  clearly  as  we  can  do  in 
London,  at  about  any  hour  in  a  November  day." 
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same  catise,  the  great  humidity  of  the  ground  and  the  atmo- 
sphere.^ The  earth  yields  gold  and  silver^  and  other  metals, 
the  rewards  of  victory.  The  ocean  produces  pearls,^  but  of  a 
cloudy  and  livid  hue ;  which  some  impute  to  unskilfulness  in 
the  gatherers;  for  in  the  Bed  Sea  the  fish  are  plucked  from 
the  rocks  alive  and  vigorous,  but  in  Britsdn  they  ate  col- 
lected as  the  sea  throws  them  up.  For  my  own  part,  I  can 
more  readily  conceive  that  the  defect  is  in  the  nature  of  the 
pearls,  than  in  our  avarice. 

13.  The  Britons  cheerfully  submit  to  levies,  tributes,  and 
the  other  services  of  government,  if  they  are  not  treated 

^  Mr.  Pennant  has  a  pleasing  remark  concerning  tlie  9oil  and  climate 
of  our  island,  well  agreeing  "with  that  of  Tacitna: — "  The  climate  of 
Great  Britain  is  above  all  others  productive  of  the  greatest  variety 
and  abundance  of  wholesome  vegetables,  which,  to  crown  our  happi- 
ness, are  almost  equally  diffused  through  all  its  parts :  this  general 
fertnity  is  owing  to  those  clouded  skies,  which  foreigners  mistakenly 
urge  as  a  reproach  on  our  country;  but  let  us  cheerfully  endure  a 
temporary  gloom,  which  clothes  not  only  our  meadows,  but  our  hills, 
with  the  richest  verdure."— Brit.  ZooL  4to.  i  15. 

^  Strabo  (iv.  138)  testifies  the  same.  Cicero,  on  the  other  hand, 
asserts,  that  not  a  single  grain  of  silver  is  foimd  on  this  island.  (Ep. 
ad  Attic,  iv.  16.)  If  we  have  recourse  to  modem  authorities,  we  find 
Camden  mentioning  gold  and  silver  mines  in  Cumberland,  silver  in 
HintsMre,  and  gold  in  Scotland.  Dr.  Borlase  (Hist,  of  Cornwall,  p. 
214)  relates,  that  so  late  as  the  year  1753,  several  pieces  of  gold  were 
found  in  what  the  miners  call  stream  tin;  and  silver  is  now  got  in 
considerable  quantity  from  several  of  our  lead  ores.  A  curious  paper, 
concerning  the  Gold  Mines  of  Scotland,  is  given  by  Mr.  Pennant  in 
Append.  (No.  x.)  to  his  seccmd  part  of  a  *'  Tour  in  Scotland  in  1772," 
and  a  much  more  general  account  of  the  mines  and  ores  of  Great 
Britain  in  early  times,  in  his  "  Tour  in  Wales  of  1773,"  pp.  51 — 66. 

^  Camden  mentions  pearls  being  found  in  the  counties  of  Caernar- 
von and  Cumberland,  and  in  the  British  sea.  Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  '*  Tour 
in  Scotland  in  1769,"  takes  notice  of  a  considerable  pearl  fishery  out 
of  the  fresh-water  mussel,  in  the  vicinity  of  Perth,  from  whence 
10,000Z.  worth  of  pearls  were  sent  to  London  from  1761  to  1764.  It 
was,  however,  almost  exhausted  when  he  visited  the  country.  See 
also  the  fourth  volume  of  Mr.  Pennant's  Br.  ZooL  (Class  vi  No.  18), 
where  he  gives  a  much  more  ample  account  of  the  British  pearls. 
Origen,  in  his  Comment,  on  Matthew,  pp.  210,  211,  gives  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  British  pearl,  which,  he  says,  was  next  in  value  to  the 
Indian : — "  Its  surface  is  of  a  gold  colour,  but  it  is  cloudy,  and  less 
transparent  than  the  Indian."  Pliny  speeJcs  of  the  British  unions  as 
follows: — "It  is  certain  that  small  and  discoloured  ones  are  produced 
in  Britain;  since  the  deified  Julius  has  given  us  to  understand  that 
tiie  breastplate  which  he  dedicated  to  Venus  Genitrix,  tfnd  placed  in 
her  temple,  was  made  of  British  pearls."— ix.  85. 
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injuriouedy;  but  such  ta-eatment  they  bear  with  impatienoe, 
their  subjection  only  extending  to  obedience,  not  to  servitude. 
Accordingly  Julius  Csosar/  the  first  Roman  who  entered 
Britain  with  axi  army,  although  he  terrified  the  inhabitants 
by  a  successful  engagement,  and  became  master  of  the  shore, 
may  be  considwed  rather  to  have  transmitted  the  discovery 
than  the  possession  of  the  countiy  to  posterity.  The  civil 
wars  soon  succeeded;  the  arms  of  the  leaders  were  turned 
against  their  country;  and  a  long  neglect  of  Britain  ensuedy 
which  continued  even  after  the  establishment  of  peace*  This 
Augustus  attributed  to  policy;  and  Tiberius  to  the  injunc- 
tions of  his  predecessor.'  It  is  certain  that  Caius  Gsesar^ 
meditated  an  expedition  into  Britain;  but  his  temper,  preci- 
pitate in  forming  schemes,  and  unsteady  in  pursuing  them^ 
together  with  the  ill  success  of  his  mighty  attempts  against 
Germany,  rendered  the  design  abortive.  Claudius^  accom- 
pli^ed  the  undertaking,  transporting  his  legions  and  auxili- 
aries, and  associating  Vespasian  in  the  diiiction  of  a£bir% 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  fortune.  In  this 
Expedition,  nations  were  subdued,  kings  made  captive,  and 
Vespasian  was  held  forth  to  tiie  &tes. 

14.  AuluB  Plautius,  the  first  consular  governor,  and  his 
successor  Ostorius  Scapula,^  were  both  eminent  for  military 
abilities.  Under  them,  the  nearest  part  of  Britain  was  gra- 
dually reduced  into  the  form  of  a  province,  and  a  colony 
of  veterans^  was  settied.  Certain  districts  were  bestowed 
upon  king  Co^dunus,  a  prince  who  continued  in  perlect 
fidelity  within  our  own  memory.    This  was  done  agreeably 

^  Caesar's  two  expeditions  into  Britain  were  in  the  years  of  Borne 
699  and  700.  He  himself  gives  an  account  of  them,  and  they  are  also 
mentioned  by  Strabo  and  "Dio. 

'  It  was  the  wise  policy  of  Angostus  not  to  extend  any  further  the 
limits  of  the  empire;  and  with  regard  to  Britain,  in  particular,  he 
thought  the  conquest  and  preservation  of  it  would  be  attended  with, 
more  expense  than  it  could  repay.  (Strabo,  iL  79,  and  iv.  138.)  Tibe- 
rius, who  always  professed  an  entire  deference  for  the  maxims  and 
injunctions  of  Augustus,  in  this  instance^  probably,  was  convinced  of 
their  projffiety.  >  Caligula. 

^  Claudius  invaded  Britain  in  the  year  of  Rome  796,  a.  n.  43. 

'  In  the  parish  of  Binder,  near  Hereford,  are  yet  remaining  the 
vestiges  of  a  Boman  encampment,  called  Oyster-lull,  as  is  8ux>po8ed 
from  this  Ostorius.    Camden's  Britan.  by  Gibson,  p.  580. 

*  That  of  Camalodunum,  now  Colchester,  or  3ialdon. 
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to  the  ancient  and  long  established  practice  of  the  Eomans, 
to  make  even  kings  the  instruments  of  servitude.  Didius 
Qallus,  the  next  governor,  preserved  the  acquisitions  of  his 
predecessors,  and  added  a  very  fe^v:  fortified  posts  in  the 
remoter  parts,  for  the  reputation  of  enlarging  his  province. 
Veranius  succeeded,  but  died  within  the  year.  S.uetoniiis 
PauUinus  then  commanded  with  success  for  two  years,  sub- 
duing various  nations,  and  establishing  garrisons.  In  the 
confidence  with  which  this  inspired  him,  he  undertook  an 
expedition  against  the  island  Mona,^  which  had  furnished  the 
revolters  with  supplies ;  and  thereby  exposed  the  settlements 
behind  him  to  a  surprise. 

15,  For  the  Britons,  reheved  from  present  dread  by  the 
absence  of  the  governor,  began  to  hold  conferences,  in  which 
they  painted  the  miseries  of  servitude,  compared  their  several 
injuries,  and  inflamed  each  other  with  such  representations 
as  these :  ''  That  the  only  effects  of  their  patience  were  more 
grievous  impositions  upon  a  people  who  submitted  with  such 
fecility.  Formerly  they  had  one  king  respectively;  now  two 
were  set  over  them,  the  lieutenant  and  the  procurator,  the 
former  of  whom  vented  his  rage  upon  their  life's  blood,  the 
latter  upon  their  properties;^  ^e  union  or  discord^  of  these 
governors  was  equally  fatal  to  those  whom  they  ruled,  while 
the  officers  of  the  one,  and  the  centurions  of  the  other,  joined 
in  oppressing  them  by  all  kinds  of.  violence  and  contumely; 
so  that  nothing  was  exempted  from  their  avarice,  nothing 
from  their  lust.  In  battle  it  was  the  bravest  who  took  spoils; 
but.  those  whom  the^f  suffered  to  seize  their  houses,  force  away 
their  children,  and  exact  levies,  were,  for  the  most  part,  the 
cowardly  and  effeminate;  as  if  the  only  lesson  of  suffering  of 
which  they  were  ignorant  was  how  to  die  for  their  country. 
Yet  how  inconsiderable  would  the  number  of  invaders  appear 
did  the  Britons  but  compute  their  own  forces !  From  conside- 
rations like  these,  Germany  had  thrown  off  the  yoke,^  though 

I  The  Mona  of  Tacitus  is  the  Isle  of  Ax^^esey,  that  of  Cseaar  is  the. 
Me  of  TdBn,  called  by  Pliny  Monapia. 

'  The  avarice  of  Catus  Decidiuivis  the  procurator  is  mentioned  aA 
the  cause  by  which  the  Britons  were  forced  into  this  war,  by  Tacitus, . 
AT^nftl.  xiv.  82. 

s  JuUus  Clasedoianus,  who  succeeded  Decidianus,  was  at  Tsriance 
-with  the  governor,  but  was  no  less  oppressive  to  the  province. 

*  By  the  slaughter  of  Varus, 
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a  river  ^  mid  not  the  ocean  was  its  barrier.  The  welfare  of  their 
country,  their  wiTes,  and  their  parents  called  them  to  arms, 
while  ayarice  and  luxury  alone  incited  their  enemies;  who 
would  withdraw  as.  eyen  the  deified  Julius  had  done,  if  the^ 
present  race  of  Britons  would  emulate  the  valour  of  their 
ancestors,  and  not  be  dismayed  at  the  event  of  the  first  or 
second  engagement.  Superior  spirit  and.  perseverance  were 
always  the  share  of  the  wretched;  and  the  gods  themselves 
now  seemed  to  compassionate  the  Britons,  by  ordaining  the 
absence  of  the  general,  and  the  detention  of  his  army  in 
another  island.  The  most  difficult  point,  assembling  for  the 
purpose  of  deliberation,  waa  already  accomplished;  and  there 
was  always  more  danger  from  the  discovery  of  designs  like 
these,  than  from  their  execution." 

16.  Instigated  by  such  suggestions,  they  imanimously  rose 
in  arms,  led  by  Boadicea,^  a  woman  of  royal  descent,  (for 
they  make  no  £stinction  between  the  sexes  in  succession  to 
the  throne,)  and  attacking  the  soldiers  dispersed  through  the 
garrisons,  stormed  the  fortified  posts,  and  invaded  the  colony® 
itself  as  the  seat  of  slavery.  They  omitted  no  species  of 
cruelty  with  which  rage  and  victory  could  inspire  barbarians; 
and  haA  not  Paullinus,  on  being  acquainted  with  the  com- 
motion of  the  province,  marched  speedily  to  its  relief  Britain 
would  have  been  lost.  The  fortune  of  a  single  battle,  how-r 
ever,  reduced  it  to  its  former  subjection;  though  many  still 
remained  in  arms,  whom  the  consciousness  of  revolt,  and  parti^ 
cukr  dread  of  the  governor,  had  driven  to  despair.  Paullinus,^ 
although  otherwise  exemplary  in  his  administration,  having 
treated  those  who  surrendered  with  severity,  and  having  pur-  , 
sued  too  rigorous  measures,  as  one  who  was  revenging  his  own  i 
personal  injury  also,  Petronius  Turpilianus^  was  sent  in  his 
stead,  as  a  person  more  inclined  to  lenity,  and  one  who,  being 
unacquainted  with  the  enemy's  delinquency,  could  more  easily 
accept  their  penitence.    Afiter  having  restored  things  to  their 

^  The  Bhine  i^id  Danube. 

'  Boadicea,  whose  name  is  variously  written  Boudicea,  Bonduca^ 
Yoadicea,  &c.,  was  queen  of  the  loeni,  or  people  of  Suffolk,  Norfolk, 
Cambridgeshire,  and  Huntingdonshire.  A  particular  account  of  this 
revolt  is  given  in  the' Annals,  ziv.  31,  and  seq. 

*  Of  Camalodunum. 

*  This  was  in  a.  d.  61.  According  to  Tac.  Hist.  L  6,  Petronius  Tus* 
j^Uianus  was  put  to  death  by  Qalba,  a.  d.  68. 
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former  quiet  state,  lie  delivered  the  command  to  TrebelliuA 
MaximuB.^  Trebellius,  indolent,  and  inexperienced  in  military 
affiurs^  maintained  the  tranquillit j  of  the  province  by  popular 
^manners;  for  even  the  barbarians  had  now  learned  to  pardon 
'  imder  the  seductive  influence  of  vices;  and  the  interventioa 
of  the  civil  wars  afforded  a  legitimate  excuse  for  his  inactivity^ 
Sedition  however  infected  the  soldiers,  who,  instead  of  theiv 
usual  military  service£f,  were  rioting  in  idleness.,  Tx^belliuGf^ 
after  escaping  the  fury  of  his  army  by  flight  and  concealmenty 
dishonoured  and  abased,  regained  a  precarious  authority;  and 
a  kind  of  tacit  compact  took  place,  of  safety  to  the  geners^ 
and  Hcentiousness  to  the  army.  This  mutiny  was  not  attended 
with  bloodshed.  Yettius  Bolanus,^  succeeding  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  civil  wars,  was  unable  to  introduce  discipline 
into  Britain.  The  same  inaction  towards  the  enemy,  and  the 
same  insolence  in  the  camp,  continued;  eicept  that  Bolanus, 
unblemished  in  his  character,  and  not  obnoxious  by  any 
crime,  in  some  measure  substituted  alfection  in  the  place  of 
authority. 

17.  At  length,  when  YeE^asian  received  the  possession  of 
Britain  together  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  great  com^ 
manders  and  well-appointed  annies  which  were  sent  over 
abated  the  confidence  of  the  enemy;  and  Petilius  CereaHs 
struck  terror  by  an  attack  upon  the  Biigantes,^  who  are 
reputed  to  compose  the  most  populous  state  in  the  whole 
province.  Many  battles  were  fou^t,  some  of  them  attended 
with  much  bloodshed;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Brigantes 
were  either  brought  into  subjection,  or  involved  in  the  ravages 
of  war.  The  conduct  and  reputation  of  Cerealis  were  so 
brilliant  that  they  might  have  eclipsed  the  splendour  of  a 
successor;  yet  Julius  fVontinus,^  a  truly  great  man,  supported 
the  arduous  competition,  as  &r  as  circumstances  would  per- 
mit.^   He  subdued  the  strong  and  warlike  nation  of  the 

^  The  date  of  his  arrival  is  unoertaui. 

'  He  was  sent  to  Britain  by  Yespafiian,  A.D.  69. 

3  TTie  Brigantes  inhabited  Yorkshire,  Lancashire^  Weeimorelaad, 
Cumberland,  and  Durham. 

*  The  date  of  his  arrival  in  Britun  is  uncertain.  This  fVoniinuB  is 
the  author  of  the  work  on  "Stratagems,"  and^  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment  to  the  lieutenancy  of  Britain,  he  was  curator  aquarum  at 
Rome.  This,  probably,  it  was  that  induced  him  to  write  his  other 
work  on  the  aqueducts  of  Rome. 

^  This  seems  to  relate  to  his  having  been  curtailed  in  his  militwy 
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SOures,^  in  which  expedition,  besides  the  yalonr  of  the  enemy, 
he  had  the  difficulties  of  the  country  to  stru^le  with. 

18.  Such  was  the  state  of  Britain,  and  such  had  been  the 
vicissitudes  of  war&re,  when  Agricola  arrived  in  the  middle 
of  summer;^  at  a  time  when  '^e  Boman  soldierS)  supposing 
the  expeditions  of  the  year  were  concluded,  were  thinking  of 
enjoying  themselves  without  care,  and  the  nativesi^  of  seisdng 
the  opportunity  thus  afforded  them.  Not  long  before  his 
arrival,  ihe  Ordovices^  had  cut  off  ahnost  an  entire  ccnrps  of 
cavalry  stationed  on  their  frontiers;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province  being  thrown  into  a  state  of  aimous  suspense  by  this 
beginning,  inasmuch  as  war  was  wha^  they  wished  for,  either 
approved  of  the  example,  or  waited  to  discover  the  disposition 
of  the  new  governor.^  The  season  was  now  fiur  advanced,  the 
troops  dispersed  through  the  country,  and  possessed  with  the 
idea  of  being  suffered  to  remain  inactive  during  the  rest  of 
the  year;  circumstances  which  tended  to  retard  and  discourage 
any  military  enterprise;  so  that  it  was  generally  thought 
most  advisable  to  be  contented  with  defending  the  suspected 
posts:  yet  Agricola  determined  to  march  out  and  meet  the 
approaching  danger.  For  this  purpose,  he  drew  together  the 
detachments  from  the  legions/  and  a  smfill  body  of  auxili- 
aries ;  and  when  he  perceived  that  the  Ordovices  would  not 
venture  to  descend  into  the  plain,  he  led  an  advanced  party 
la  person  to  the  attack,  in  order  to  inspire  the  rest  of  his 
troops  with  equal  ardour.  The  result  of  the  action  was  almost 
the  toital  extirpation  of  the  Ordovices;  when  Agricola,  sen^ 
sible  that  renown  must  be  followed  up,  and  that  the  future 

operationa  by  the  parsimony  of  Vespasian,  who  refused  him'permissioii 
to  attack  other  people  than  the  Silures.    See  c.  11. 

^  Where  these  people  inhabited  is  mentioned  in  p.  355,  note  *. 

'  This  was  in  the  year  of  Rome  881,  of  Christ  7& 

s  Inhabitants  of  North  Wales,  exclusiTe  of  the  Isle  of  Anglesey. 

^  i  e.  Some  were  for  immediate  action^  others  for  delay.  Instead 
of  et  quihus,  we  read  with  Dr.  Smith's  edition  (London,  1850),  tU  qwibitt, 

^  Vexilla  is  here  used  for  vexiUani.  "  Under  the  Empire  the  name 
of  VezUlarii  was  given  to  a  distinct  body  of  soldiers  supposed  to  have 
been  composed  of  veterans,  who  were  released  from  the  military  oath 
and  regular  service,  but  kept  embodied  under  a  separate  flag  (veanlhm,)^ 
to  render  assistance  to  the  army  if  required,  guard  the  frontier,  and 
garrison  recently  conquered  provinces;  a  certain  number  of  these 
supernumeraries  being  attached  to  each  l^on.  (Tac  Hist.  ii.  83, 100  ; 
Ami.  i  36.)"— Bichy  Comp.  to  Pict  and  Lex.  s.  v.  Yexillum. 
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events  of  the  war  would  be  determined  by  the  first  success, 
resolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  island  Mona,  from  the 
occupation  of  which  Paullinus  had  been  summoned  by  the 
general  rebellion  of  ^Britain,  as  before  related.^  The  usual 
deficiency  of  an  imforeseen  expedition  appearing  in  the  want 
of  transport  vessels,  the  ability  and  resolution  of  the  general 
were  exerted  to  supply  this  defect.  A  select  body  of  auxi- 
liaries, disencumbered  of  their  baggage,  who  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  fordfif,  and  accustomed,  after  the  manner 
of  their  country,  to  direct  their  horses  and  manage  their 
arms  .while  swimming,^  were  ordered  suddenly  to  plunge  into 
the  channel;  by  which  movement,  the  enemy,  who  expected 
the  arrival  of  a  fleet,  and  a  formal  invasion  by  sea,  were 
struck  with  terror  and  astonishment,  conceiving  nothing 
arduous  or  insuperable  to  troops  who  thus  advanced  to  the 
attack.  They  were  therefore  induced  to  sue  for  peace,  and 
make  a  surrender  of  the  island;  an  event  which  threw  lustre 
on  the  name  of  Agricola,  who,  on  the  very  entrance  upon  his 
province,  had  employed  in  toils  and  dangers  that  time  which 
is  usually  devoted  to  ostentatious  parade,  and  the  compliments 
of  office.  Nor  was  he  t<^i^pt^<ir  jn  iihn^ridn  of  success,  to 
term  that  an  expedition  or  a  victory^  which  was  only  bridling 
the  vanquished ;  nor^fenlo  announce  Ma  SU!|.^cess  in  laureate 
despatches.^  But  ^•i^rfr^^n|in:AatYi|^y^jj^  nf  l^ia  "nry  ^ryed  to 
augment  it;  since  men  were  led  to  entertain  a  high  idea  of 
the  grandeur  of  hia-iuttmrriews,  when  such  important  ser- 
vices were  passed  over  in  silence. 

19.  Well  acqtnnrted  with  the  temper  of  the  province,  and 
taught  by  the  experience  of  former  governors  how  little  pro- 
ficiency had  been  made  by  arms,  when  success  was  followed 
by  injuries,  he  next  undertook  to  eradicate  the  causes  of  war. 
And  beginning  with  himself,  and  those  next  him,  he  first  laid 

1  A  pass  into  the  vale  of  Olwyd,  in  the  parish  of  Llanarmon,  is  still 
called  Bwlch  Agrikle,  probably  from  having  been  occupied  by  Agricola, 
in  his  road  to  Mona. — Mr,  PeivMoU. 

*  From  this  circumstance  it  would  appear  that  these  auxiliaries  were 
Batavians,  whose  skill  in  this  practice  is  related  by  Tacitus,  Hist  iv.  12. 

^  It  was  customary  for  the  Roman  generals  to  decorate  with  sprigs 
of  laurel  the  letters  in  which  they  sent  home  the  news  of  any  remark- 
able success.  Thus  Pliny,  xv.  80 :  **  The  laurel,  the  principal  messenger 
of  joy  and  victory  among  the  Romans,  is  affixed  to  letters,  and  to  the 
spears  and  javelins  of  the  soldiers."  The  kmrvx  of  the  ancients  was 
-probably  the  bay-tree,  and  not  what  we  now  call  laurel 
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TestrictioBS  up6n  his  own  household,  a  task  no  less  arduous  to 
most  goTemors  than  the.administration  of  the  province.  He 
suifered  no  public  business  to  pass  through  the  hands  of  his 
klayes  or  freedmen.  In  admitting  soldiers  into  regular  ser- 
vice,^ to  attendance  about  his  person,  he  was  not  influenced 
by  private  fervour,  or  the  recommendation  or  solicitation  of 
the  centurions,  but  considered  the  best  men  as  likely  to  prove 
the  most  fldthful.  He  would  know  everything;  but  was 
content  to  let  some  things  pass  unnoticed.^  He  could  pardon 
small  faults,  and  use  severity  to  'great  ones;  yet  cLid  not 
always  punish,  but  was  frequently  satisfied  with  penitence.  He 
chose  rather  to  confer  offices  and  employment  upon  such  as 
would  not  offend,  than  to  condemn  those  who  had  offended. 
The  augmentation  ^  of  tributes  and  contributions  he  mitigated 
by  a  just  and  equal  a8sessm^nty  abolicdiing  those  private 
exactions  which  were  more  grievous  to  be  borne  tbian  the 
taxes  themselves.  For  the  inhabitants  had  been  compelled 
in  mockery  to  sit  by  their  own  locked-up  granaries,  to  buy 
com  needlessly,  and  to  sell  it  again  at  a  stated  price.  Long 
and  diffictdt  journeys  had  also  been  imposed  upon  them;  for 
the  several  districts,  instead  of  being  allowed  to  supply  the 
nearest  winter  quarters,  were  forced  to  cany  their  com  to 
remote  and  devious  places;  by  which  means^  what  was  easy 
to  be  procured  by  all,  was  couverted  into  an  article  of  gain  to 
a  few. 

20.  By  suppressing  these  abuses  in  the  first  year  of  his 
administration,  he  established  a  favourable  idea  of  peace, 
which^  through  the  negligence  or  oppression  of  his  prede- 

*  Aseire,  al.  <iecire.  •*  To  receive  into  regular  aervice."  The  reference 
is  to  the  transfer  of  soldiers  from  the  supernumerarieB  to  the  legions. 
So  Walch,  followed  by  Dronke,  Roth,  and  Walther.  The  next  clause 
implies,  that  he  took  care  to  receiTe  Into  the  service  none  but  the  best 
men  {optimum  qwmque),  who,  he  was  confident,  would  prove  faithful 

'  In  like  manner  Suetonius  says  of  Julius  Cadsar,  ''He  neither 
noticed  nor  punished  every  crime ;  but  while  he  strictly  inquired  into 
and  rigorously  punished  desertion  and  mutiny,  he  connived  at  other 
delinquencies." — Life  of  Juhus  Caesar,  s.  67. 

'  Many  commentators  propose  reading  '^ exaction,"  instead  of  "aug- 
mentation.*' But  the  latter  may  be  steered  to  remain,  especially  as 
Suetonius  informs  us  that  "Vespasian,  not  contented  with  renewing 
Bolne  taxes  remitted  imder  Gkdba,  added  new  and  heavy  ones ;  and 
augmented  the  tributes  paid  by  the  provinces,  even  doubling  some." — 
Ldfe  of  Vesp.  s.  19. 
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cesaoTS,  had  been  no  less  dreaded  than  #ar.  At  theretom  of 
summer^  he  assembled  his  army.  On  their  march,  he  eom^ 
mended  the  regular  and  orderly,  and  restrained  the  stragglers ; 
he  marked  out  the  eqicampments,^  and  explored  in  person  the 
estuaries  and  foiesta  At  the  same  time*  he  perpetually 
harassed  the  enemy  by  sudd^i  ineorsions;  and  after  sufGi- 
ciently  alarming  tiiem,  by  an  interval  of  forbearance  he 
held  to  their  view  the  allurements  of  peace.  By  this  man* 
agement,  many  stateef,  ^hich  till  that  time  had  asserted  their 
independeooe,  were  now  induced  to  lay  aside  their  animosity^ 
and  to  deliver  hostages.  These  districts  were  surrounded 
with  oasdes  and  forte,  disposed  with  so  much  attention  and 
judgment,  that  no  part  of  Britain,  hitherto  new  to  the  Eoman 
arm^  escaped  unmolested. 

21.  The  succeeding  winter  was  employed  in  the  most  salu- 
taiy  measures.  In  rader,  by  a  taste  of  pleasures,  to  reclaim 
the  natives  from  that  rude  and  unsettled  state  which  prompted 
them  to  war,  and  reconcile  them  to  quiet  and  tranquillity,  he 
incited  them,  by  private  instigations  and  public  encourage- 
mentSy  to  erect  temples,  courts  of  justice,  and  dwelling* 
houses.  He  bestowed  commendations  upon  those  who  were 
prompt  in  complying  inVi  Lis  inientions,  and  reprimanded 
such  as  were  dilatorv^  tfius^romoting  a  spirit  of  emulation 
whicdi  had  all  the  force'of  neoBBsitV.  He  was  also  attentive 
to  provide  a  liberal  education^r  the  sons  of  their  chieftains, 
preferring  the  natural  genius  of  the  Britons  to  the  attain- 
mente  of  the  Gauls;  and  his  attempte  were  attended  with 
such  success,  that  tiiey  who  lately  disdained  to  make  use  of 
the  Roman  language,  were  now  ambitious  of  beoomii^  elo- 
quent Hence  the  Boman  habit  b^an  to  be  held  in  honour, 
and  the  toga  was  firequently  worn.  At  length  they  gradually 
deviated  into  a  taste  for  those  luxuries  which  stimulate  to 
vice;  porticos,  and  baths,  and  the  elegances  of  the  table;  and 
this,  firom  their  inexperience,  they  termed  politeness,  whilst, 
in  reality,  it  constituted  a  part  of  their  slavery. 

22.  The  military  expeditions  of  the  third  year'  discovered 

1  In  the  year  of  Borne  832,  a.d.  79. 

'  Many  restiges  of  theae  or  other  Roman  campa  yet  remain  in 
diffbrent  parts  of  Qreat  Britain.  Two  principal  ones,  in  the  oonn^  of 
Annandale  in  Scotland,  called  Bumswork  and  Middleby,  are  deocribed 
at  large  by  GK)rdon  in  his  Itiner.  Septentrion.  pp.  16,  18. 

*  The  year  of  Borne  838,  a.  d.  80. 
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new  nations  to  the  Bomans,  and  their  raTages  extended  as 
fer  as  the  estuary  of  the  Tay.^  The  enemies  were  thereby 
strudL  with  such  terror  that  th^  did  not  venture  to  molest 
the  army,  though  harassed  by  violent  tempests;  so  that  they 
had  sufficient  opportimity  for  the  erection  of  fortresses.^ 
Persons  of  experience  remarked,  that  no  general  had  ever 
shown  greater  iddll  in  the  choice  of  advantageous  situations 
than  Agricola ;  for  not  one  of  his  forti^d  posts  was  either 
taken  by  storm,  or  surrendered  by  capitulation.  The  garri- 
sons made  frequent  sallies;  for  tiiey  were  secured  against  a 
blockade  by  a  year's  provision  in  their  stores.  Thus  the 
winter  passed  without  alarm^  and  each  garrison  proved  suffi- 
cient far  its  own  defence ;  while  the  enemy,  who  were  gene- 
rally accustomed  to  repair  the  losses  of  the  summer  by  the 
successes  of  the  winter,  now  equally  unfortunate  in  both 
seasons,  were  baffled  and  driven  to  despair.     In  these  trans- 


actions, Agricola  never  attempted  to  arrogate  to"11lHiself  the 
glory  of  others;  but  fldfrayR  V>orA  ^otT  jTY^pnrfiftT  testimony  to 
the  mfiritoriouR  iLfttiniriR  nf  ^^finffinera.  from  the  centurion  tO 
the  commander  of  a  legion.  He  was  represented  by  some  as 
rather  harsh  iif  wpi'oof ;  as  if  the  same  disposition  which 
made  him  aJ&ble  to  the  deserving,  had  inclined  him  to  auste- 
rity towards  the  worthless.  B^t  his  anger  lefb  xio  relics 
behind;  his  sQence  and  reserve  were  not  to  be  dreaded;  and 
he  esteemed  it  morgJIjgQfiurable  to  show  marks  of  open  dis- 
pleasure, *^^""  *^  ''"itifirti**"'"  °^^^  hatred. 

23.  The  fourth  summer^  was  spent  in  securing  the  country 
which  had  been  overrun;  and  if  the  valour  of  the  army  and 
the  glory  of  the  Boman  name  had  permitted  it,  our  conquests 
would  have  found  a  limit  within  Britain  itsdfl  For  the  tides 
of  the  opposite  seas,  flowing  very  fiir  up  the  estuaries  of  Clota 
and  Bodotria,^  almost  intersect  the  country;  leaving  only  a 
narrow  neck  of  land,  which  was  then  defended  by  a  chain  of 
forts.^    Thus  all  the  territory  on  this  side  was  held  in  sub- 

1  Now  the  Firth  otTaj. 

>  The  principal  of  these  was  at  Ardoch,  seated  so  as  to  command  the 
entrance  into  two  Talleys,  Strathallan  and  Stratheam.  A  description 
and  plan  of  its  remains,  still  in  good  preservation,  are  given  by  Mr. 
Pennant  in  his  Tour  in  Scotland  in  1772,  part  il  p.  101. 

^  The  year  of  Rome  834,  A.D.  81. 

*  The  Firths  of  Clyde  and  Forth. 

'  The  neck  of  land  between  these  opposite  arms  of  the  sea  is  only 
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jection,  and  i;he  remaining  enemies  were  removed,  as  it  were, 
into  another  island. 

24.  In  the  fifth  oampaign,^  Agricola,  crossing  over  in  the 
first  ship,^  subdued,  by  frequent  and  successful  engagements, 
several  nations  till  then  unknown;  and  stationed  troops  in 
that  part  of  Britain  which  is  opposite  to  Ireland,  rather  with 
a  view  to  future  advantage,  than  from  any  apprehension  of 
danger  from  that  quarter.  For  the  possession  of  Ireland, 
idtuated  between  Britain  and  Spain,  and  lying  commodiously 
to  the  Gallic  sea,*  would  have  formed  a  very  beneficial  con* 
nexion  between  the  most  powerful  parts  of  the  ompire.  This 
island  is  less  than  Britain,  but  larger  than  those  of  our  sea.^ 
Its  soil,  climate,  and  the  manners  and  dispositions  of  its 
inhabitants,  are  little  different  from  those  of  Britain.  Its 
ports  and  harbours  are  better  known,  from  thd  concourse  of 
merchants  for  the  purposes  of  commerce.  Agricola  had  re- 
ceived into  his  protection  one  of  its  petty  kings,  who  had 
been  expelled  by  a  domestic  sedition;  and  detained  him, 
under  the  semblance  of  friendship,  till  an  occasion  should 
offer  of  making  use  of  hiuL  I  havjB  frequently  heard  him 
assert,  that  a  single  legion  and  a  few  auxiliaries  would  be 
sufficient  entirely  to  conquer  Ireland  and  keep  it  in  sub- 
jection; and  that  such  an  event  wotdd  also  have  contributed 
to  restrain  the  Britons,  by  awing  them  with  the  prospect  of 
the  Roman  arms  all  round  them,  and,  as  it  were,  banishing 
liberty  from  their  sight. 

25,  In  the  summer  which  began  the  sixth  year*  of  Agri- 
cola's  administration,  extending  his  views  to  the  countries 
situated  beyond  Bodotria^^  as  a  general  insurrection  of  the 

about  thirty  miles  over.  About  fifty-five  years  after  Agricola  had  left 
the  island,  Lollius  Urbicus,  governor  of  Britain  under  Antoninus  Pius^ 
erected  a  vast  wall  or  rampsurt,  extending  from  Old  Kirkpatr|ck  on  the 
Clyde,  to  Caeridden,  two  miles  west  of  Abercom,  on  the  Forth,  a  space 
of  near  thirty-seven  miles,  defended  by  twelve  or  thirteen  forts.  These 
are  supposed  to  have  been  on  the  site  of  those  of  Agricola.  This 
wall  is  usually  called  Graham's  dike;  and  some  parts  of  it  are  now 
subsisting. 

1  The  year  of  Rome  835,  A.D.  82. 

2  Grossing  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  or  Dumbarton  Bay,  and  tunung  to 
the  western  coast  of  Argyleshire,  or  the  Isles  of  Arran  and  Bute. 

*  The  Bay  of  Biscay.  *  The  Meditemmean. 
»  The  year  of  Rome  836,  A.  n.  83. 

•  The  eastern  parts  of  Scotland,  north  of  the  Firth  of  Forth,  where 
now  are  the  counties  of  Fife,  Kinross,  Perth,  Angus,  &e. 
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remoter  natioiui  was  apprehended,  and  the  enemy's  army  ren- 
dered marching  unsafe,  he  caused  the  harbours  to  be  explored 
by  his  fleet,  which,  now  first  acting  in  aid  of  the  land-forces, 
gave  the  formidable  spectacle  of  war  at  once  pushed  on  by 
sea  and  land.  The  cavalry,  infantry,  and  marines  were  fre- 
quently mingled  in  the  same  camp^  and  recounted  with 
mutual  pleasure  their  several  exploits  and  adventures;  com- 
paring, in  the  boastful  language  of  military  men,  the  dark 
recesses  of  woods  and  mountains,  with  the  horrors  of  waves 
and  tempests;  and  the  land  and  enemy  subdued,  with  the 
conquered  ocean.  It  was  also  discovered  from  the  captives, 
that  the  Britons  had  been  struck  with  consternation  at  the 
view  of  the  fleet,  conceiving  the  last  refuge  of  the  vanquished 
to  be  cut  off,  now  the  secret  retreats  of  their  seas  were  dis- 
closed; The. various  inhabitants  of  Caledonia  immediately 
took  up  arms,  with  great  preparations,  magnified,  however,  by 
report,  as  usiial  where  the  truth  is  imknown;  and  by  begin- 
ning hostilities,  and  attacking  our  fortresses,  they  inspired 
terror  as  daring  to  act  offensively;  insomuch  that  some  per- 
sons, disguising  their  timidity  under  the  mask  of  prudence, 
were  for  instantly  retreating  on  this  side  the  firth,  and  relin- 
quishing the  country  rather  than  waiting  to  be  driven  out. 
Agricola,  in  the  meantime,  being  informed  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  bear  down  in  several  bodies,  distributed  his  army 
into  three  divisions,  that  his  inferiority  of  numbers,  and 
ignorance  of  the  country,  might  not  give  them  an  opportimity 
of  surrounding  him. 

26.  When  this  was  known  to  the  enemy,  they  suddenly 
changed  their  design ;  and  making  a  general  attack  in  the  night 
upon  the  ninth  Region,  which  was  the  weakest,^  in  the  confusion 
of  sleep  and  consternation  they  slaughtered  the  sentinels,  and 
burst  through  the  intrenchments.  They  were  now  fighting 
within  the  Camp,  when  Agricola,  who  had  received  informa- 
tion of  their  march  from  his  scouts,  and  followed  close  upon 
their  track,  gave  orders  for  the  swiftest  of  his  horse  and 
foot  to  charge  the  enemy's  rear.     Presently  the  whole  army 

1  This  legion,  which  had  been  weakened  by  many  engagemeuts, 
was  afterwards  recruited,  and  then  called  Gemina.  Its  station  at  this 
affair  is  supposed  by  Qordon  to  have  been  Lochore  in  Fifeshire.  Mr. 
Pennant  rather  imagines  the  place  of  the  attack  to  have  been  Oomerie 
in  Perthshira 

TAG. — ^VOL.  II.  B  B 
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raiaed  a  general  shout ;  and  the  dtaodarda  now  glittered  at 
the  approach  of  day.  The  Britons  were  distracted  by  op- 
posite dangers;  whilst  the  Eonians  in  the  camp  resamed 
their  courage^  and,  secure  of  safety,  began  to  contend  for 
glory.  They  now  in  their  turns  rushed  forwards  to  the 
attack,  and  a  furious  engagement,  ensued  in  the  gates  of  the 
camp;  till  by  the  emulous  efforts  of  both  Boman  armieSi 
one  to  give  assistance,  the  other  to  appear  not  to  need  it^ 
the  enemy  was  routed:  and  had  not  the  woods  and  marshes 
sheltered  the  fugitives,  that  day  would  have  terminated 
the  war. 

27.  The  soldiers,  inspirited  by  the  stead&stness  which  cha- 
racterised and  the  &me  wfaSch  attended  this  Tictoty,  cried 
out  that  '^  nothing  could  resist  their  valour;  now  was  the 
time  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  Caledonia,  and  in  a  con- 
tinued series  of  engagements  at  length  to  discover  the  utmost 
limits  of  Britain."  Those  even  who  had  before  recommended 
caution  and  prudence,  w^re  now  rendered  rash  and  boastful 
by  success.  It  is  the  hard  condition  of  military  command, 
that  a  share  in  pro^rous  events  is  claimed  by  aO,  but  mis- 
fbrtunes  are  imputed  to  one  alone.  The  Britons  'meantitne, 
attributing  their  defeat  not  to  the  superior  bravery  of  their 
adversaries  but  to  chance,  and  the  skill  of  the  general,  re- 
mitted nothing  of  their  ooixfidence;  but  proceeded  to  arm 
their  youth,  to  send  their  wives  and  children  to  {daces  of 
safety,  and  to  ratify  the  confederacy  of  their  several  states  by 
solemn  assemblies  and  sacrifices.  Thus  the  parties  separated 
wi^minds  mutually  irritated. 

fiSfi  During  the  same  summer,  a  cohort  of  Usipii,^  which 
ha(M)een  levied  in  Germany,  and  sent  over  into  Britain, 
performed  an  extremely  daring  and  memorable  action.  After 
murdering  a  centurion  and  some  soldiers  who  had  been  in- 
eorporbted  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  ihemrin 
military  discipline,  they  seized  upon  three  light  vessels,  and 
compelled  the  masters  to  go  on  board  with  them.  One  of 
these,  however,  escaping  to  shore,  they  kilted  the  other  two 
upon  suspicion;  and  before  the  afi^r  was  publicly  known, 
they  sailed  away,  as,  it  were  by  miracle.  They  were  presentiy 
driven  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves;  and  had  frequent  conflicts, 
with  various  success,  with  the  Britons,  defending  their  pro- 

^  For  an  account  of  these  people  see  Manners  of  the  Germana,  c  82. 
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perty  from  plunder.^  At  length  they  were  reduced  to  such 
extremity  of  distress  as  to  be  obliged  to  feed  upon  each  other ; 
the  weakest  beii^  first  sacrificed,  and  then  such  as  were  taken 
by  lot.  In  this  manner  haying  sailed  round  the  island,  they 
lost  their  i^ips  through  want  of  skill;  and,  being  r^arded 
as  pirates,  were  intercepted,  first  by  the  Suevi,  then  by  the 
Frisii.  Some  of  them,  ^er  being  sold  for  slaves,  by  the 
chai^  of  masters  were  brought  to  the  Boman  side  of  the 
river,^  and  became  notorious  from  the  relation  of  their  ex- 
traordinary adventures.* 

29,  In  the  beginning  of  the  next  summer,*  Agricola  re- 
ceived a  severe  domestic  wound  in  the  loss  of  a  son,  about- a 
year  old.  He  bore  this  calamity,  not  with  the  ostentatious 
firmness  which  many  have  affected,  nor  yet  with  the  tears  and 
lam^tations  of  feminine  sorrow;  and  war  was  one  of  the 
remedies  of  his  grief  Having  sent  forwards  his  fleet  to 
spread  its  ravages  through  various  psirts  of  the  coast,  in  order 
to  excite  an  extensive  and  dubious  alarm,  he  marched  with  an 
army  equipped  for  expedition,  to  which  he  had  joined  the 
iHuvest  of  the  Britons  whose  fidelity  had  been  approved  by  a 
long  allegiance,  and  arrived  at  the  Grampian  hills,  where  the 
6nemy  was  already  encamped.*  For  the  Britons,  undismayed 
by  the  event  of  the  former  action,  expecting  revenge  or 
slavery,  and  at  length  taught  that  the  common  dangcor  was 
to  be  repelled  by  imion  alone,  had  assembled  the  strength  of 
all  their  tribes  by  embassies  and  confederacies.     Upws^ds  of 

1  "Mx.  Pennant  had  a  present  made  him  in  Skye,  of  a  bxasB  sword 
and  a  denarius  found  in  that  island.  Might  they  not  have  been  lost  by 
liome  of  these  people  in  one  of  their  landings  ? 

*  The  Rhine. 

'  This  extraordimuy  expedition,  according  to  Dio,  set  out  from  the 
western  side  of  the  island.  They  therefore  must  have  ooasted  all  that 
pArt  of  Scotland,  must  have  passed  the  intricate  narigation  tiiroughthe 
Hebrides,  and  the  dangerous  strait  of  Pentland  Firth,  and,  after  coming 
round  to  the  eastern  side,  must  have  been  driven  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Baltic  Sea.  Here  they  lost  their  ships ;  and,  in  their  attempt  to  proceed 
homeward  by  land,  were  seized  as  pirates,  part  by  the  Susiri,  and  the 
rest  by  the  FrisiL 

*  The  year  of  Rome  837,  a.I>.  84. 

'  The  scene  of  this  celebrated  engagement  is  by  Gk>rdon  (Itin. 
Septent.)  supposed  to  be  in  Stxathem,  near  a  place  now  called  the 
Kirk  of  Comerie,  where  are  the  remains  of  two  Roman  camps,  tfr. 
Pezmant)  however,  in  his  Tour  in  1772,  part  iL  p.  96,  gives  reasons 
which  appear  well  founded  for  dissenting  m>m  Gk>rdon's  opinion. 
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thirty  thousand  men  in  arms  were  now  descried;  and  the 
youth,  together  with  those  of.  a  hale  and  vigorous  a^,  re- 
nowned in  war,  and  bearing  their  several  honorary  decora- 
tions, were  still  flocking  in;  when  Calgacus,^  the  most 
distinguished  for  birth  and  valour  among  the  chieftains^  is 
said  to  have  harangued  the  multitude,  gathering  round,  and 
eager  for  battle,  after  the  following  manner: — 

30.  "  When  I  reflect  on  the  causes  of  the  war,  and  the 
circumstances  of  our  situation,  I  feel  a  strong  persuasion 
that  our  united  eflbrts  on  the  present  day  will  prove  the 
beginning  of  imiversal  liberty  to  Britain.  For  we  are  all 
undebased  by  slavery;  and  there  is  no  land  behind  vs,  nor 
does  even  the  sea  aflbrd  a  refuge,  whilst  the  Eoman  fleet 
hovers  around.  Thus  the  use  of  arms,  which  is  at  all  times 
honourable  to  the  brave,  now  offers  the  only  safety  even  to 
cowards.  In  all  the  battles  which  have  yet  been  fought,  with 
various  success,  against  the  Romans,  our  coimtrymen  may  be 
deemed  to  have  reposed  their  final  hopes  and  resources  in  us : 
for  we,  the  noblest  sons  of  Britain,  and  therefore  stationed  in 
its  last  recesses,  &r  from  the  view  of  servile  shores,  have  pre- 
served even  our  eyes  impolluted  by  the  contact  of  subjection. 
We,  at  the  frirthest  limits  both  of  land  and  liberty,  have  been 
defended  to  this  day  by  the  remoteness  of  our  situation  and  of 
our  fame.  The  extremity  of  Britain  is  now  disclosed;  and 
whatever  is  unknown  becomes  an  object  of  magnitude.  But 
there  is  no  nation  beyond  us;  nothing  but  waves  and  rocks, 
and  the  still  more  hostile  Romans,  whose  arrogance  we  cannot 
escape  by  obsequiousness  and  submission.  These  plunderers 
of  the  world,  after  exhausting  the  land  by  their  devastations, 
are  rifling  the  ocean :  stimulated  by  avarice,  if  their  enemy  be 
rich ;  by  ambition,  if  poor :  unsatiated  by  the  East  and  by  the 
West :  the  only  people  who  behold  wealth  and  indigence  with 
^u&L  avidity.  To  ravage,  to  slaughter,  to  usurp  imder  &lse 
titles,  they  c^  empire;  and  where  they  make  a  desert^  they 
call  it  peace.^ 

31.  ''Our  children  and  relations  are  by  the  appointment 
of  nature  the  dearest  of  all  things  to  us.     These  are  torn 

1  The  more  usual  spelling  of  this  name  is  Oalgaous;  but  the  other 
is  preferred  as  of  better  authority. 

•  s  «  Peace  given  to  the  world"  is  a  very  firequent  inscription  on  the 
Roman  medaiB. 
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away  by  levies  to  serve  in  foreign  lands.^  Our  wives  and 
sisters^  though  they  should  escape  the  violation  of  hostile 
force,  are  polluted  under  names  of  friendship  aiid  hospitality. 
Our  estates  and  possessions  are  consumed  in  tributes;  our 
grain  in  contributions.  Even  our  bodies  are  worn  down 
amidst  stripes  and  insults  in  clearing  woods  and  draining 
marshes.  Wretches  bom  to  slavery  are  once  bought,  and 
afterwards  maintained  by  their  masters:  Britain  every  day 
buys,  every  day  feeds,  her  own  servitude.^  And  as  among 
domestic  slaves  every  new  comer  serves  for  the  scorn  and 
derision  of  his  fellows;  so,  in  this  ancient  household  of  the 
world,  we,  as.  the  newest  and  vilest,  are  sought  out  to  destruc- 
tion. For  we  have  neither  cultivated  lands,  nor  mines,  nor 
harbours,  whict  can  induce  them  to  preserve  us  for  our 
labours.  The  valour  too  and  unsubmitting  spirit  of  subjects 
only  render  them  more  obnoxious  to  their  masters;  while 
remoteness  and  secrecy  of  situation  itself,  in  proportion  as  it 
conduces  to  security,  tends  to  inspire  suspicion.  Since  then 
all  hopes  of  mercy  are  vain,  at  length  assume  courage,  both 
'you  to  whom  safety  and  you  to  whom  glory  ;is  dear.  The 
Trinobantes,  even  under  a  female  leader,  had  force  enough  to 
bum  a  colony,  to  storm  camps,  and,  if  success  had  not 
damped  their  vigom',  would  have  been  able  entirely  to  throw 
off  the  yoke;  and  shall  not  we,  untouched,  unsubdued,  and 
struggling  not^i/c  the  acquisition  but  the  security  of  liberty, 
show  at  the  very  first  onset  what  men  Caledonia  has  reserved 
for  her  defence  ? 

32.  ''Can  you  imagine  that  the  Romans  are  as  brave  in 
war  as  they  are  licentious  in  peace  1  Acquiring  renown  from 
our  discords  and  dissensions,  they  convert  the  faults  of  their 
enemies  to  the  glory  of  their  own  army;  an  army  compoimdod 
of  the  most  different  nations,  which  success  alone  has  kept 
together,  and  which  misfortune  will  as  certainly  dissipate. 

*  It  was  the  Koman  policy  to  send  the  recruits  raised  in  the  provinces 
to'some  distant  country,  for  fear  of  their  desertion  or  revolt. 

^  How  much  this  was  the  fate  of  the  Romans  themselves,  when,  in 
the  decline  of  the  empire,  they  were  obliged  to  pay  tribute  to  the  sur- 
rounding barbarians,  is  shown  in  lively  colours  by  Salvian: — "We  call 
that  a  gift  which  is  a  purchase,  and  a  purchase  of  a  condition  the  most  . 
hard  and  miserable.  For  all  captives,  when  they  are  once  redeemed, 
enjoy  their  liberty :  we  are  continually  paying  a  ransom^  yet  are  never 
free." — ^De  Qubdm.  Dei,  vi. 
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Unless,  indeed,  you  can  suppose  that  Gauls,  and  Germans, 
and  (I  blush  to  say  it)  even  Britons,  who,  though  they  expend 
their  blood  to  establii^  a  foreign  dominion,  have  been  longer 
its  foes  than  its  subjects,  will  be  retained  by  loyalty  and 
aifection  I  Terror  and  dread  .alone  are  the  weak  bonds  of 
attachment;  which  once  broken,  they  who  cease  to  fear  will 
begin  to  hate.  Every  incitement  to  victory  is  on  our  side. 
The  Romans  have  no  wives  to  animate  them;  no  parents  to 
upbraid  their  flight.  Most  of  them  have  either  no  home,  or  a 
distant  one.  Few  in  niunber,  ignorant  of  the  country,  looking 
around  in  silent  horror  at  woods,  seas,  and  a  heaven  itself 
unknown  to  them,  they  are  delivered  by  the  gods,  as  it  were 
imprisoned  and  bound,  into  our  hands.  Be  not  terrified  with 
an  idle  show,  and  the  glitter  of  silver  and  gold,  which  can 
neither  protect  nor  wound.  In  the  very  ranks  of  the  enemy 
we  shall  find  our  own  bands.  The  Britons  will  acknowledge 
their  own  cause.  The  Gauls  will  recollect  their  former  liberty. 
The  rest  of  the  Germans  will  desert  them,  as  the  Usipii  have 
lately  done.  Nor  is  there  anything  formidable  behind  them: 
ungarrisoned  forts;  colonies  of  old  men;  municipal  towns 
distempered  and  distracted  between  unjust  masters  and  ill- 
obeying  subjects.  Here  is  a  general;  here  an  army.  There, 
tributes,  mines,  and  all  the  train  of  punishments  inflicted  on 
slaves;  which  whether  to  bear  eternally,  or  instantly  to  re- 
venge, this  field  must  determine.  March  then  to  battle,  and 
think  of  your  ancestors  and  your  posterity." 

33.  They  received  this  harangue  with  alacrity,  and  testified 
their  applause  after  the  barbarian  manner,  witli  songs,  and 
yells,  and  dissonant  shouts.  And  now  the  several  divisions 
were  in  motion,  the  glittermg  of  amis  was  beheld,  while  the 
most  daring  and  impetuous  were  hurrying  to  the  front, 
and  the  line  of  battle  was  forming;  when  Areola,  although 
his  soldiers  were  in  high  spirit^  and  scarcely  to  be  kept  wi&- 
in  their  intrenchments,  kindled  additional  ardour  by  these 
words: — 

"  It  is  now  the  eighth  year,  my  fellow-soldiera,  in  which, 
under  the  high  auspices  of  the  Roman  empire,  by  your  valour 
and  perseverance/you  have  been  conquering  Britain.  In  so 
many  expeditions,  in  so  many  battles,  whether  you  have  been 
required  to  exert  your  courage  against  the  enemy,  or  your 
patient  labours  against  the  very  nature  of  the  country,  neither 
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have  I  ever  been  dissatisfied  with  my  soldiers,  nor  you  with 
your  general.  In  this  mutual  confidence,  we  have  proceeded 
beyond  ths  limits  of  former  commanders  and  former  armies; 
and  are  now  become  acquainted  with  the  extremity  of  the 
island,  not  by  uncertain  rumoiir,  but  by  actual  possession 
with  our  arms  and  encampments.  Britain  is  diciboyered  and 
subdued.  Hoiw  often,  on  a  march,  when  embarrassed  with 
mountains,  bogs,  and  rivers,  have  I  heard  the  bravest  among 
you  exclakn,  *  When  shall  we  descry  the  enemy  %  when  shall 
we  be  led  to  the  field  of  battle  V  At  length  they  are  unlutr* 
boured  fixmi  their  retreats ;  your  wishes  and  your  valour  have 
now  free  scope;  and  eveiy  circumstance  is  equally  propitious 
to  the  victor,  and  ruinous  to  the  vanquished.  For,  the 
greater  pur  glory  in  having  marched  over  vast  tracts  of  land, 
penetrated  forests,  and  crossed  arms  of  the  sea»  while  ad- 
vancing towards  the  foe,  the  greater  will  be  our  danger  and 
difficulty  if  we  should  attempt  a  retreat  We  are  inferior  to 
our  enemies  in  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  less  able  to 
command  supplies  of  provision;  but  we  have  arms  in  our 
hands,  and  in  these  we  have  everything.  For  myself,  it  has 
long  been  my  principle,  that  a  retiring  general  or  army  is 
never  sa&.  Not  only,  then,  are  we  to  reflect  that  death  with 
honour  is  preferable  to  life  with  ignominy,  but  to  remember 
that  security  and  glory  are  seated  in  the  same  place.  Even  to 
fall  in  this  extr^nest  vei^e  of  earth  and  of  nature  cannot  be 
thought  an  inglorious  fate. 

34.  *'  If  unknown  nations  or  untried  troops  were  drawn  up 
against  you,  I  would  exhort  you  from  the  example  of  other 
armies.  At  present,  recollect  yonr  own  honours,  question 
your  own  eyes.  These  are  they,  who,  the  last  year,  attacking 
by  surprise  a  single  legion  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  were 
put  to  flight  by  a  shout:  the  greatest  ftigitives  of  all  the 
Britons,  and  therefore  the  longest  survivors.  As  in  pene-* 
trating  ,woods  and  thickets  the  fiercest  animals  boldly  rush 
on  the  hunters,  while  the  weak  and  timorous  fly  at  their  very 
noise ;  so  the  bravest  of *the  Britons  have  long  since  fallen  : 
the  remaining  number  consists  solely  of  the  cowardly  and 
spiritless;  whom  you  see  at  length  within  your  reach,  not 
because  they  have  stood  their  ground,  but  because  they  are 
overtaken.  Torpid  with  fear,  their  bodies  are  fixed  and 
chained  down  in  yonder  field,  which  to  you  will  speedily  be 
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the  scene  of  a  glorioos  and  memorable  Yictory.  Here  bring 
your  toils  and  senrioes  to  a  oondusion;  dose  a  struggle  <^ 
fifty  yeais^  with  one  great  day;  and  oonTinoe  your  oomitry- 
men,  that  to  the  army  oo^t  not  to  be  imputed  eitiier  the 
protraction  of  the  mr,  or  &  causes  of  rebellion." 

35.  Whilst  Agricda  was  yet  speaking,  tibe  aidoor  of  the 
soldiers  dedaied  itself;  and  as  soon  as  he  had  finished,  they 
burst  forth  into  cheerful  acclamations,  and  instantly  flew  to 
arms.  Thus  eager  and  impetoous^  he  formed  them  so  that 
the  centre  was  occupied  by  the  auxiliary  infimtiy,  in  number 
eight  thousand,  and  three  thousand  horse  were  spread  in  the 
-wings.  The  legions  were  stationed  in  the  rear,  before  the 
intrenchments;  a  disposition  'vdiich  would  render  the  victory 
signally  glorious^  if  it  were  obtained  without  the  expense  of 
Roman  blood;  and  would  ensore  support  if  the  rest  of  the 
army  were  repulsed.  The  British  troops,  for  the  greater 
display  of  their  numbers,  and  more  formidable  appearance^ 
were  ranged  upon  the  rising  grounds,  so  that  the  first  line 
stood  upon  the  plain,  the  rest,  asif  Imked  together,  rose  above 
one  another  upon  the  ascent.  The  charioteers'  and  horse- 
men filled  the  middle  of  the  field  with  their  tumult  and 
careering.  Then  Agricola,  fearing  fiiom  the  superior  number 
of  the  enemy  lest  he  should  be  obliged  to  fig^t  as  well  on  his 

•  ^  The  expedition  of  Claadius  into  Britain  was  in  the  year  of  Bome 
796,  from  which  to  the  period  of  this  engagement  only  forty-two  years 
were  elapsed.  The  number  fifty  therefore  is  ghren  oratoricaUy  rather 
than  aocnrately. 

*  The  Latin  word  used  here,  covinariui,  signifies  the  driver  of  a 
covintu,  or  chariot,  the  axle  of  widch  was  bent  into  the  form  of  a  scythe. 
The  British  manner  of  fighting  from  chariots  is  particularly  described 
by  Caesar,  who  gives  them  the  namaof  eueda: — **  The  following  is  the 
manner  of  fighting  from  the  tntdfE:  They  first  drive  round  with  them 
to  all  parts  of  the  line,  throwing  their  javelins,  and  generally  disordeiv 
ing  the  ranks  by  the  very  alarm  occasioned  by  the  horsey  and  the 
rattling  of  the  wheels :  then,  as  soon  as  they  hare  insinuated  them- 
selves between  the  troops  of  horsey  they  leap  from  their  chariots  and 
fight  on  foot.  The  drivers  then  withdraw  a  little  from  the  battle,  in. 
order  that,  if  their  friends  are  oveipowered  by  numbers,  they  may  - 
have  a  secure  retreat  to  the  chariots.  Thus  they  act  with  the  celeri^ 
of  horse,  and  the  stability  of  foot;  and  by  daily  use  and  exercise  they 
acquire  the  power  of  holding  up  their,  horses  at  full  speed  down  a  steep 
declivity,  of  stopping  them  suddenly,  and  turning  in  a  short  compass; 
and  they  accustom  themselves  to  run  upon  the  pole,  and  stand  on  the 
crow-tree,  aud  from  thence  with  great  agility  to  recover  their  place  in 
the  chariot"— Bea  OalL  iv.  38. 
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£anks  as  in  front,  extended  his  ranks;  and  although  this  ren- 
dered his  line  of  battle  less  firm,  and  several  of  his  officers 
advised  him  to  bring  up  the  l^ons,  yet,  filled  with  hope, 
and  resolute  in  danger,  he  dismissed  his  horse,  and  took  his 
station  on  foot  before  the  colours. 

36.  At  first  the  action  was  carried  on  at  a  distance.  The 
Britons,  armed  with  long  swords  and  short  targets,^  with 
steadiness  and  dexterity  avoided  or  struck  down  our  missile 
weapons,  and  at  the  same  time  poured  in  a  torrent  of  their 
own.  Agricola  then  encouraged  three  Batavian  and  two 
Tungrian^  cohorts  to  Ml  in  and  come  to  close  quarters; 
a  method  of  fighting  familiar  to  these  veteran  soldiers,  but 
embarrassing  to  the  enemy  from  the  nature  of  their  armour; 
for  the  enormous  British  swords,  blunt  at  the  point,  are  unfit 
for  close  grappling/  and  engaging  in  a  confined  space.  When 
the  Batavians,  therefore,  began  to  redouble  their  blows,  to 
strike  with  the  bosses  of  their  shields,  and  mangle  the  faces 
of  the  enemy;  and,  bearing  down  all  those  who  resisted  them 
on  the  plain,  were  advancing  their  line  up  the  ascent;  the 
other  cohorts,  fired  with  ardour  and  emulation,  joined  in  the 
charge,  and  overthrew  all  who  came  in  their  way:  and  so 
great  was  their  impetuosity  in  the  pursuit  of  victory,  that 
they  left  many  of  their  foes  half  dead  or  unhurt  behind  them. 
In  the  meantime  the  troops  of  cavalry  took  to  flight,  and 
the  armed  chariots  mingled  in  the  engagement  of  the  in- 
&ntry ;  but  although  their  first  shock  occasioned  some  con- 
sternation, they  were  soon  entangled  among  the  dose  ranks 
of  the  cohorts,  and  the  inequalities  of  the  ground.  Not  the 
least  appearance  was  left  of  an  engagement  of  cavaliy ;  since 
the  men,  long  keeping  their  ground  with  difficulty,  were 
forced  along  with  the  bodies  of  the  horses ;  and  frequently, 
straggling  chariots,  and  affiighted  horses  without  their  riders, 
flying  variously  as  terror  impelled  them,  rushed  obliquely 
athwart  or  directly  through,  the  lines.^ 

^  These  targets,  called  cetra  in  the  Latin,  were  made  of  leather.  The 
broad  sword  and  taiget  were  till  very  lately  the  pectdiar  arms  of  the 
BUghlanders. 

'  Several  inscriptions  have  been  fomid  in  Britain  commemorating  the 
Tungrian  cohorts. 

^  The  great  conciseness  of  Tacitus  has  rendered  the  description  of 
this  battle  somewhat  obscure.  The  following,  however,  seems  to  have 
been  the  general  course  of  occurrences  in  it: — ^The  foot  on  both  sides 
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37.  Those  of  the  Britons  who,  yet  disengaged  from  the 
fight,  sat  on  the  sommits  of  the  hiUs,  and  looked  irith  cave* 
less  contempt  on  the  smaUness  of  our  numbers,  now  began 
gradnaJlj  to  descend;  and  wonld  have  fidlen  on  the  rear  oi 
the  conquering  troops,  had  not  Agrioola^  apprehending  this 
very  event,  opposed  four  reserved  squadrons  of  horse  to  their 
attack,  which,  the  more  furiously  uiey  had  advanced,  drove 
them  back  witii  the  greater  celerity.  Their  project  was  thus 
turned  against  themselves;  and  the  squadrons  were  ordffl»d 
to  wheel  from  the  front  of  the  battle  and  £sdi  upon  the 
enemy's  rear.  A  striking  and  hideous  spectacle  now  appeared 
on  the  plain:  some  pursuing;  some  striking;  some  mnlring 
prisoners,  whom  they  slaughtered  as  others  came  in  thehr 
way.  Now,  as  their  several  dispositions  prompted,  crowds  of 
armed  Britons  fled  before  inferior  numbers,  or  a  few,  even 
unarmed,  rushed  upon  their  foes,  and  offered  themselves  to 
a  voluntary  death.  Arms,  and  carcases,  and  mangled  limbs, 
-mare  promiscuously  strewed,  and  the  field  was  dyed  in  blood. 
Even  among  the  vanquished  were  seen  instances  of  rage  and 
valour.  YHien  the  fogitives  approached  the  woods,  they 
colleoted,  and  surrounded  the  foremost  of  the  pursuers^ 
advancing  inoautiously,  and  unacquainted  with  the  country; 
and  had  not  Agricola,  who  was  everywhere  present,  caused . 
some  strong  and  lightly-equipped  cohorts  to  encompass  the 
ground,  while  part  of  the  cavalry  dismounted  made  way 
through  ihe  thickets,  and  part  on  horseback  scoured  the  open 
woods,  some  disaster  would  have  proceeded  frx>m  the  excess 
of  confidence.  But  when  the  enemy  saw  their  pursuers  again 
formed  in  compact  order,  they  renewed  their  flight,  not  in 
bodies  as  before,  or  waiting  for  their  companions,  but  scattered 

began  the  engagement.  The  first  line  of  the  Britons  which  was  formed 
on  the  plain  being  broken,  the  Boman  auxiliaries  advanced  up  the  hill 
after  them.  In  the  meantime  the  Boman  horse  in  the  wings,  unable 
to  withstand  the  shock  of  ^e  chariots,  gave  way,  and  were  pursued  by 
the  British  chariots  and  horse,  which  then  fell  in  among  the  BoAan 
infimtry.  These,  who  at  first  had  relaxed  their  files  to  prevent  their 
being  out-fronted,  now  dosed,  in  order  better  to  resist  the  enemy,  who 
by  this  means  were  unable  to  penetrate  them.  The  chariots  and  horse, 
therefore,  became  entangled  amidst  the  inequalities  of  the  ground,  and 
the  thick  ranks  of  the  Bomans ;  and,  no  longer  able  to  wheel  and  career 
as  upon  the  open  plain,  gave  not  the  least  appearance  of  an  equestrian 
skirmish:  but,  keeping  their  footing  with  difficulty  on  the  declivity, 
were  pushed  of(  and  scattered  in  disorder  over  the  field. 
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encl  mutually  avoidipg  each  other;  and  thus  tock  their  w^y 
to  the  most  distant  and  devious  retreats.  Night  and  satiety 
of  alau^ter  put  an  ei^d  to  the  pursuit.  Of  the  enemj  ten 
thousand  w^re  slain:  on  our  part  three  hundred  and  siz^y 
fell;  among  whom  was  Aulus  Atticus,  the  prsefect  of  a  cohort^ 
who,  by  his  juvenile  ardour,  and  the  fire  of  his  horse,  was 
borne  into  the  mid/st  of  the  enemy. 

38.  Success  and  plunder  contributed  to  render  the  night 
joyful  to  the  victors;  whilst  the  Britons,  wandering  and  for- 
lorn, amid  the  promiscuous  lamentations  of  men  arfd  women,  ""^^ 
were  dre^gging  dong  the  wounded ;  calling  out  to  the  unhurt ; 
abandoning  their  habitations,  and  in  the  rage  of  despair 
setting  them  on  fire-;  choosing  places  of  concealment,  and 
then  des^ing  them ;  consulting  together,  and  then  separating. 
Sometimes,  on  beholding  the  dear  pledges  of  kindred  and 
afiaction,  they  were  melted  into  tenderness,  or  more  frequently 
roused  into  fury;  ijosomuch  that  several,  according  to  au* 
thentic  information^  instigated  by  a  savage  compassion,  laid  \\  ? 
violent  hands  upon  thdir  own  wives  and  children.  On  the  « 
succeeding  day,  a  vast  silence  all  around,  desolate  hills,  the 
distant  smoke  of  burning  houses,  and  not  a  living  soul  de- 
scried by  the  scouts,  displayed  more  amply  the  face  of  victory. 
After  parties  had  been  detached  to  all  quarters  without  dis- 
covering any  certain  tracks  of  the  enemy's  flight,  or  any  bodies 
Of  them  still  in  arms,  as  the  lateness  of  the  s^on  rendered 
it  impracticable  to  spread  the  war  through  the  country,  Agri-* 
cpla  led  his  army  to  the  confines  of  the  Horesti.-^  Having 
received  hostages  from  this  people,  he  ordered  the  commander 
pf  the  fleet  to  sail  round  the  island;  for  which  expedition 
he  was  furnished  with  sufficient  force,  and  preceded  by  the 
terror  of  the  Roman  name.  He  himself  then  led  back  the 
cavalry  and  in&ntry,  marching  slowly,  that  he  might  impress 
a  deeper  awe  on  the  newly  conquered  nations;  and  at  length\ 
distributed  his  troops  into  their  winter-quarters.  The  fleet> 
about  the  same  time,  with  prosperous  gales  and  renown, 
entered  the  Trutulensian  ^  harbour,  whence,  coasting  all  the 

^  People  of  Fif eshire. 

^  Where  this  was  does  not  sppear.  Brotier  calls  it  Sandwich,  making 
it  the  same  as  JRutti^pi/um:  others  Plymouth  or  Portsmouth.  It  ui 
clear,  however,  this  cannot  be  the  case,  from  the  subsequent  woids.-^ 
White. 
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hither  shore  of  Britain,  it  returned  entire  to  its  former 
station.^ 

39.  The  account  of  these  transactions,  although  unadorned 
^th  the  pomp  of  words  in  the  letters  of  Agricola,  was  re- 
ceived hy  Domitian,  as  was  customaiy  with  that  prince,  with 
outward  expressions  of  joy,  hut  inward  anxiety.  He  wad 
conscious  that  his  late  mock-triumph  over  Germany,^  in 
which  he  had  exhibited  purchased  slaves,  whose  habits  and 
hair '  were  contrived  to  give  them  the  resemblance  of  cap-, 
tives,  was  a  subject  of  derision;  whereas  here,  a  real  and 
important  victory,  in  which  so  many  thousands  of  the  enemy 
were  slain,  was  celebrated  with  universal  applause.  His 
greatest  dread  was  that  the  name  of  a  private  man  should  be 
exalted  above  that  of  the  prince.  In  vain  had  he  silenced 
the  eloquence  of  the  forum,  and  cast  a  shade  upon  all  civil 
honours,  if  military  glory  were  still  in  possession  of  another. 
Other  accomplishments  might  more  easily  be  connived  at,  but 
the  talents  of  a  great  general  were  truly  imperial.  Tortured 
with  such  anxious  thoughts,  and  brooding  over  them»  ia 
secret,*  a  certain  indication  of  some  malignant  intention,  he 
judged  it  most  prudent  for  the  present  to  suspend  his  ran- 
cour, till  the  first  burst  of  glory  and  the  affections  of  the 
army  shotdd  remit :  for  Agricola  still  possessed  the  command 
in  Britain. 

40.  He  therefore  caused  the  senate  to  decree  him  triumphal 
ornaments,^ — a  statue  crowned  with  laurel,  and  all  the  other 

^  This  circumnayigation  was  in  a  contrary  direction  to  that  of  the 
Usipian  deserters,  the  fleet  setting  out  from  the  Firth  of  Tay  on  the 
eastern  coast,  and  sailing  round  the  northern,  western,  and  southern 
coasts,  till  it  arrived  at  the  port  of  Sandwich  in  Kent.  After  staying 
here  some  time  to  reflt,  it  went  to  its  former  station,  in  the  Firth  of 
Forth,  or  Tay. 

'  It  was  in  this  same  year  that  Domitiaa  made  his  pompous  expe- 
dition into  Germany,  from  whence  he  returned  without  ever  seeing  the 
enemy. 

^  Caligula  in  like  manner  got  a  number  of  tall  men  with  their  hair 
dyed  red  to  give  credit  to  a  pretended  victory  over  the  Germans. 

*  Thus  Pliny,  in  his  Panegyric  on  Trajan,  xlviii.,  represents  Do- 
mitian  as  ''ever  affecting  darkaess  and  secrecy,  and  never  emeiging 
from  his  solitude  but  in  order  to  make  a  soHtude." 

.  ^  Not  the  triimiph  itself,  which,  after  the  year  of  Rome  740,  was  no 
longer  granted  to  private  persons,  but  reserved  for  the  imperial  family. 
This  new  piece  of  adulation  was  invented  by  Agrippa  in  order  to 
gratify  Augustus.     The  ''triumphal  ornaments,"  wMch  were  still 
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honours  which  are  smbstituted  for  a  real  triumph^  together, 
with  a  profusion  of  complimentary  expressions;  and  also 
directed  an  expectation  to  be  raised  that  the  proyince  of 
Syria,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Atilius  Eufiis,  a  consular  man, 
and  usually  reserved  for  persons  of  the  greatest  distinction, 
was  designed  for  Agricola.  It  was  commonly  believed  that 
one  of  the  free^pien,  who  were  employed  in  confidential  ser- 
vices, was  despatched  with  the  instrument  appointing  Agricola 
to  the  government  of  Syria,  with  orders  to  deliver  it  if  he 
should  be  still  in  Britain;  but  that  this  messenger,  meeting 
Agricola  in  the  straits,^  returned  directly  to  Domitian  without 
so  much  as  accosting  him.^  Whether  this  was  really  the  &,ct, 
or  only  a  fiction  founded  on  the  genius  and  character  of  the 
prince,  is  uncertain.  Agricola,  in  the  meantime,  had  delivered 
the  province,  in  peace  and  security,  to  his  successor;^  and 
lest  his  entry  into  the  city  should  be  rendered  too  conspicuous 
by  the  concourse  and  acclamations  of  the  people,  he  declined 
the  salutation  of  his  Mends  by  arriving  in  the  night;  and 
went  by  night,  as  he  was  commanded,  to  the  palace.  There,, 
after  being  received  with  a  slight  embrace,  but  not  a  word 
spoken,  he  was_.mingled  with  the  servile  throng.  In  this  . 
situation,  he  endeavourefl"  to  soflen  the  glare  of  military  re-  i 
putation,  which  iaj:)fi'd!l8iyS*to*1!!T)5gg^!!t6'  themselves  live  in 
indolence,  by  the  practi^^  ni-  yift-nftH  ^t"  n.  f|]|^p^iiTi±^noof  He 
resigned  himself  to  ease  aiid  trancmillity,  was  modest  in  his 
garb  and  equipage,*affabre' in 'convei-sation^juid  in  public  was 

bestowed,  were  a  peculiar  garment,  a  statue,  and  other  insignia  which 
had  distinguished  the  person  of  the  triumphing  general. 

*  Of  Dover. 

*  Domitian,  it  seems,  was  afraid  that  Agricola  might  refuse  to  obey 
the  recal  he  forwarded  to  him,  and  even  maintain  his  post  by  force. 
He  therefore  despatched  one  of  his  confidential  freedmen  with  an  auto- 
graph letter,  wherein  he  was  informed  Syria  was  given  to  him  as  ^his 
province.  This,  however,  was  a  mere  ruse ;  and  hence  it  was  not  to  be 
delivered  if  Agricola  had  already  set  out  on  his  return.  In  compliance 
with  these  instructions,  the  fi*eedman  returned  at  once  to  Domitian, 
when  he  found  Agricola  on  his  passage  to  Rome.  According  to  Dion 
(liii.),  the  emperor's  lieutenants  were  required  to  leave  their  province 
immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  their  successor,  and  return  to  Rome 
within  three  months. — White, 

'  Agricftla's  successor  in  Britain  appears  to  have  been  Sallustius 
Lttcullus,  who,  as  Suetonius  informs  us,  was  put  to  death  by  Domitian 
because  he  permitted  certain  lances  of  a  new  construction  to  be  called 
Lucullean.— Life  of  DovitiBn,  b.  10. 
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only  accompanied  by  one  or  two  of  liis  friends;  insomucli  I 

that  the  many,  who  are  accustomed  to  form  their  ideas  of* 
great  men  from  their  retinae  and  figure,  when  they  beheld 
Agrioola,  were  apt  to  call  in  question  his  renown :  few  could 
interpret  his  conduct 

41.  He  was  frequently,  during  that  period,  accused  in  his 
absence  before  Domitian,  and  in  his  absence  also  acquitted. 
The  source  of  his  danger  was  not  any  criminal  action,  nor 

the  complaint  of  any  injured  person;  but  a  prince  hostile  to  { 

virtue,  and  his  own  high  reputation,  and  the  worst  kind  ot 
enemies,  eulogists.^     For  the  situation  of  public  afi&irs  which  , 

ensued  was  such  as  would  not  permit  the  name  of  Agricola  to  "^ 

rest  in  silence :  so  many  armies  in  Moosia,  Dacia,  Germany, 
and  Pannonia  lost  through  the  temerity  or  cowardice  of  their 
generals  ;^  so  many  men  of  military  character,  with  numerous 
cohorts,  defeated  and  taken  prisoners;  whilst  a  dubious  con-  i 

test  was  maintained,  not  for  the  boundaries  of  the  empire,  i 

and  the  banks  of  the  bordering  rivers,'  but  for  the  winter- 
quarters  of  the  legions,  and  the  possession  of  our  territories.  i 
In  this  state  of  ^ings,  when  loss  succeeded  loss,  and  every  | 
year  was  sigiialized  by  disasters  and  slaughters,  the  public 
voice  loudly  demanded  Agricola  for  general :  every  one  com- 
paring his  vigour,  firmness,  and  experience  in  war,  with  the            *' 
indolence  and  pusillanimity  of  the  others.     It  is  certain  that 
the  ears  of  Domitian  himself  were  assailed  by  such  discourses, 
while  the  best  of  his  freedmen  pressed  him  to  the  dioice 
through  motives  of  fidelity  and  affection,  and  the  worst 
through  envy  and  malignity,  onotions  to  which  he  was  of 
himself  sufficiently  prone.    Thus  Agricola,  as  well  by  his  own 
virtues  as  the  vices  of  others,  was  urged  ou  precipitously 
to  glory. 

42.  The  year  now  arrived  in  which  the  proconsulate  of  \ 
Asia  or  Africa  must  fall  by  lot  upon  Agricola;^  and  as  Civica 

1  Of  tbiB  worst  kind  of  enemies,  who  praise  a  man  in  order  to  render 
him  obnoxious,  the  emperor  Julian,  who  had  himself  suflfered  greatly 
by  them,  speaks  feelingly  in  his  12th  epistle  to  Baailius : — "For  we  live 
together  not  in  that  state  of  dissimulation  which,  I  imagine,  you  faaye 
hitherto  experienced;  in  which  those  who  praise  you,  hate  you  with  a 
more  confirmed  ayeEsion  than  your  most  inveterate  enemies." 

'  These  calunitous  events  are  recorded  by  Suetonius  in  his  Life  of 
]>omitian.  '  The  JUiine  and  Danube. 

*  The  two  senior  oonsulars  cast  lots  for  the  govanunent  of  Asia'  and 
Africa. 
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Lad  lately  been  put  to  death,  Agricda  was  not  trnproyided 
with  a  lesson,  nor  Domitian  with'  an  example.^  Some  per- 
8on%  acquainted  with  the  secret  inclinations  of  the  emperor, 
came  to  Agricola^  and  inquired  whether  he  intended  to  go  to 
his  province;  and  first,  somewhat  distantly,  begsm  to  com- 
mend a  life  of  leisure  and  tranquillity;  then  offered  their 
services  in  procuring  him  to  be  excused  from  the  office ;  and 
fit  length,  throwing  off  all  disguise,  after  using  arguments 
both  to  persuade  and  intimidate  him,  compelled  him  to  ac« 
company  them  to  Domitian.  The  emperor,  prepared  to  dis- 
semUe,  and  assuming  an  air  of  statdiness,  received  his  petition 
for  excuse,  and  suffered  himself  to  be  formally  thanked  ^  for 
granting  it,  without  blushing  at  so  invidious  a  favour.  He 
did  not,  however,  bestow  on  Agricola  the  salary®  usually 
offered  to  a  proconsul,  and  which  he  himself  had  granted  td 
others;  either  takiftg  offence  that  it  was  not  requested,  or 
feeling  a  consciousness  that  it  WOtM  fleeui  a  bf itwrfor  what 
be  had  in  reality  extorted FyTiis  atilliMiyr  It  is  a  principle 
of  human  nat«re  toljifiU?  Ihim  WhDm;g^(|3iave'ttlJHf6d;*  and 
Domitian  was  oonstiFuHoiially*  ina^d  to  angei^,  which  was 
the  more  difficult  to  be  averted,  in  proportion  as  it  was  the 
more  disguised.  Yet  he  was  softened  by  the  temper  and 
prudence  of  Agricola;  who  did  not  think  it  necessary,  by 
a  contumacious  spirit,  or  a  vain  "*^fiP^*f">^  ftf  ^jjiT^yi  ^^ 
challenge  fame  or  urge  his  &te.^  Let  those  be  apprised,  who 
are  accustolneiil  "tc^^ttteire  eveiy  opposition  to  control,  that 

^  Saetonius  relates  that  Civica  Cerealis  waa  put  to  death  in  his  pror 
eonstilate  of  Asia,  on  the  charge  of  meditating  a  revolt.  (Idfe  of  Domi- 
tian,  s.  10.) 

'  Obliging  persons  to  return  thanks  for  an  injuty  was  a  refinement 
in  tyranny  frequently  practised  by  tiie  worst  of  the  Roman  emperors. 
Thus  Seneca  informs  us,  that  ''  Caligula  was  thanked  by  those  whose 
efaildren  had  been  put  to  death,  and  whosQ  property  had  been  confis- 
cated." (De  TranqiiiL  xiv.)  And  again : — •*  The  reply  of  a  person  who 
had  grown  old  in  his  attendance  on  kings,  when  be  was  asked  how  "he 
had  attained  a  thing  so  uncommon  in  courts  as  old  age  ?  is  well  known. 
It  was^said  he,  by  receiving  injuries^and  returning  thanks.**— De  Ira,  ii33. 

'  From  a  passage  in  Dio,  Ixxviii.  p.  899,  this  sum  appears  to  have 
been  deeUs  seatertivm,  about  9,0002.  sterling.     * 

*  Thus  Seneca :  "  Little  souls  rendered  insolent  by  prosperity  haye 
this  worst  property,  that  they  hate  those  whom  they  have  injured.** — 
Be  Ira,  iL  33. 

s  Several  who  suffered  under  Nero  and  Domitian  erred,  though 
nobly,  in  this  respect 
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even  under  a  bad  prince  men  may  be  truly  great;  that  sub- 
mission and  modesty,  if  accompanied  with  vigour  and  in- 
dustry, will  elevate  a  character  to  a  height  of  public  esteem 
equal  to  that  which  many,  through  abrupt  and  dangerous 
paths,  have  attained,  without  benefit  to  their  country,  by  an 
ambitious  death. 

43.  His  decease  was  a  severe  auction  to  his  &mily,  a  grief 
to  his  Mends,  and  a  subject  of  regret  even  to  foreigners,  and 
those  who  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  him.^  The  common 
people  too,  and  the  class  who  little  interest  themselves  about 
public  concerns,  were  frequent  in  their  inquiries  at  his  house 
during  his  sickness,  and  made  him  the  subject  of  conversation 
at  the  fonun  and  in  private  circles;  nor  did  any  person  either 
rejoice  at  the  news  of  his  death,  or  speedily  forget  it.  Their 
commiseration  was  aggravated  by  a  prevailing  report  that  he 
was  taken  off  by  poison.  I  cannot  venture  to  affirm  any- 
thing certain  of  this  matter  ;2  yet,  during  the  whole  course 
of  his  illness,  the  principal  of  the  imperial  freedmen  and  the 
most  confidential  of  the  physicians  was  sent  s^uch  more  fre- 
quently than  was  customary  with  a  court  whose  visits  were 
chiefly  paid  by  messages;  whether  that  was  done  out'  of  real 
solicitude,  or  for  the  purposes  of  state  inquisition.  On  the 
day  of  his  decease,  it  is  certain  that  accounts  of  his  approach- 
ing dissolution  were  every  instant  transmitted  to  the  emperor 
by  couriers  stationed  for  the  purpose ;  and  no  one  believed 
that  the  information,  which  so  much  pains  was  taken  to 
accelerate,  could  be  received  with  regret.  He  put  on,  how- 
ever, in  his  countenance  and  demeanour,  the  semblance  of 
grief:  fcr  he  was  now  secured  from  an  object  of  hatred,  and 
could  more  easily  conceal  his  joy  than  his  fear.  It  was  well 
known  that  on  reading  the  will,  in  which  he  was  nominated 
co-heir^  with  the  excellent  wife  and  most  dutiful  daughter  of 

1  A  Greek  epigram  still  extant  of  Antiphilus  a  ByEantiiie,  to  the 
memory  of  a  certain  Agricola,  is  supposed  hj  the  learned  to  refer  to 
the  great  man  who  is  &e  subject  of  this  work.  It  is  in  the  Antho- 
logia,  lib.  i  Hi.  87. 

'  Dio  absolutely  affiros^  it;  but  from  the  manner  in  which  Tacitus, 
who  had  better  means  .of  information,  speaks  of  it,  the  story  was  pro- 
bably false. 

'  It  appears  that  the  custom  of  making  the  emperor  co-heir  with  the 
children  of  the  testator  was  not  by  any  means  uncommon.  It  waMone 
in  order  to  secure  the  remainder  to  the  family.    Thus  Prasutagos,  king 
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Agricola,  he  expressed  great  satisfection,  as  If  it  had  been  a 
voluntary  testimony  of  honour  and  esteem:  so  blind  and 
corrupt  had  his  mind  been  rendered  by  continual  adulation,- 
that  he  was  ignorant  none  but  a  bad  prince  could  be  nomi- 
nated heir  to  a  good  &ther. 

44,  Agricola  was  bom  in  the  ides  of  June,  during  the  third 
consulate  of  Caius  Csesar:^  he  died  in  his  fifty-sixth  year,  on 
the  tenth  of  the  calends  of  September,  when  CoUega  and 
Prisons  \^ere  consuls.^  Posterity  may  wish  to  form  an  idea 
of  his  person.  His  figure  was  comely  rather  than  majestic. 
In  iris  countenance  there  was  nothing  to  inspire  awe;  its 
character  was  gracious  and  engaging.  You  would  readily 
have  believed  him  a  good  man,  and  willingly  a  great  one. 
And  indeed,  although  he  was  snatched  away  in  the  midst  of 
a  vigorous  age,  yet  if  his  life  be  measured  by  his  glory,  it 
was  a  period  of  the  greatest  extent.  For  after  the  full 
enjoyment  of  all  that  is  truly  good,  which  is  found  in  virtuous 
pursuits  alone,  decorated  with  consular  and  triumphal  orna- 
ments, what  more  could  fortune  contribute  to  his  elevation  ? 
Immoderate  wealth  did  not  foil  to  his  share,  yet  he  possessed 
a  decent  afflueiice.^  His  wife  and  daughter  surviving,  his 
dignity  unimpaired,  his  reputation  flounshing,  and  his  kin- 
dred and  friends  yet  in  safety,  it  may  even  be  thought  an 
additional  felicity  that  he  was  thus  withdrawn  from  impend- 
ing evils.  For,  as  we  have  heard  him  express  his  wishes  of 
continuing  to  the  dawn  of  the  present  auspicious  day,  and 

of  the  loeni  in  Britain,  made  Nero  co-heir  with  his  two  daughters. 
Thus,  when  Lucius  Vetus  was  put  to  death  by  Nero,  his  friends 
ni^ed  him  to  leave  part  of  his  property  to  the  emperor,  that  his 
grandsons  might  efljoy  the  rest  (Ann.  Ivl.  11.)  Suetonius  (viii  17) 
mentions  that  Domitian  used  to  seize  the  estates  of  persons  the 
most  unknown  to  him,  if  any  one  could  be  found  to  assert  that  the 
deceased  had  expressed  an  intention  to  make  the  emperor  his  heir. — 
White. 

•  Caligula.    This  wa«  A.D.  40,  when  he  was  sole  consul 

•  According  to  this  account,  the  birth  of  Agricola  was  on  June  13th, 
in  the  year  of  Rome  798,  a.d.  40;  and  his  death  on  August  23d,  in  the 
year  of  Rome  846,  a.  d.  93 :  for  this  appears  by  the  Fasti  GonsiUares 
to  have  been  the  year  of  the  consulate  of  CoUega  and  Priscus.  He  was 
therefore  only  in  his  fifty-fourth  year  when  he  died;  so  that  the  copyists 
must  probably  have  wntten  by  mistake  LVt  instead  of  Liv. 

•  From  this  representation,  Dio  appears  to  have  been  mistaken  in 
asserting  that  Agricola  passed  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  dishonour 
and  penuiy. 

TAC. — ^VOL.  TL  CO 
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beholding  Trajan  in  the  imperial  seat, — wishes  in  which  he 
formed  a  certain  presage  of  the  event;  so  it  is  a  great  con- 
solation, that  by  his  untimely  end  he  escaped  that  latter 
period,  in  which  Domitian,  not  by  intervals  and  remissions, 
but  by  a  continued,  and,  as  it  were,  a  single  act,  aimed  at  the 
destruction  of  the  commonwealth.^ 

45.  Agricola  did  not  behold  the  senate-house  besieged,  and 

the  senators  enclosed  by  a  circle  of  arms  j^  and  in  one  havoc 

I  •  the  msussacre  of  so  many  consular  men,  the  flight  and  ban- 

\i  ishment  of  so  many  honourable  women.     As  yet,  Carus 

Metius^  was  distinguished  only  by  a  single  victory;  the 

counsels  of  Messalinus  ^  resounded  only  through  the  Albanian 

^  Juvenal  breaks  out  in  a  noble  strain  of  indignation  against  tins 
savage  cruelty,  which  distinguished  the  latter  part  of  Domitian's  reign: 

Atque  utinam  his  potius  nugis  tota  ilia  dedisset 
Tempora  ssBvitisd :  claras  quibus  abstulit  Urbi 
niustresque  animas  impune,  et  vindice  nullo. 
Sed  periit,  postquam  cerdonibus  esse  timendua 
Cooperat:  hoe  nocuit  Li^niarum  cssde  madenti. — Sat.  iv.  150. 

«  What  folly  this!  but  oh!  that  all  the  rest 
Of  his  dire  reign  had  thus  been  spent  in  jest ! 
And  all  that  time  such  trifles  had  employ'd 
In  which  so  many  nobles  he  destroyed  1 
He  safe,  they  unrevenged,  to  the  disgrace 
Of  the  surviving,  tame,  patrioiBn  race  f 
But  when  he  dreadful  to  the  rabble  grew, 
Him,  who  so  many  lords  had  slain,  they  slew." — ^Duxz. 
*»  This  happened  in  the  year  of  Rome  848. 

'  Carus  and  Maitaa,  who  were  proverbially  infamous  as  iuformera, 
are  represented  by  Juvenal  as  dreading  a  stUl  more  dangerous  villain, 
HeliodoruB. 

Quern  Massa  timet,  quern  munere  palpst 

Carus.  Sat.  i  85. 

''Whom  Massa  dreads,  whom  Carus  soothes  with  bribes.** 

Carus  is  also  mentioned  with  deserved  infamy  by  Pliny  and  Martial. 
He  was  a  mimic  by  profession. 

*  Of  this  odious  instrument  of  tyranny^  Phny  the  younger  thus 
speaks:  *'The  conversation  turned  upon  Catullus  Messalinus,  whose 
loss  of  sight  added  the  evils  of  blindness  to  a  cruel  disposition.  He  was 
irreverent,  unblushing,  unpitying.  Like  a  we^^on,  of  itself  blind  and 
unconscious,  he  was  frequently  hurled  by  Domitian  against  every  man 
of  worth."  (iv.  22.)  Juvenal  launches  the  thunder  of  invective  against 
him  in  the  following  lines: — 

Et  cum  mortifero  prudens  Yejento  Catullo, 

Qui  numquam  visse  flagrabat  amore  puellss. 
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citadel;^  and  Massa  Baebius^  was  himself  among  the  accused. 
Soon  siter^  our  own  hands^  dragged  Helyidius^  to  prison; 
ourselves  were  tortured  with  the  spectacle  of  Mauricus  and 
Eusticus,^  and  sprinkled  with  the  innocent  blood  of  Senecio.^ 
Even  Nero  withdrew  his  eyes  from  the  cruelties  he  command^. 
Under  Domitian,  it  was  ^e  principal  part  of  our  miseries  to 

Grande,  et  conspicnmn  nostro  qnoqne  tempore  monstrum, 

CeecuB  adulator,  dirusque  a  ponte  Batelles, 

Dignus  Axicinos  qui  mendicaret  ad  axes, 

Blandaque  devexse  jactaret  basia  rhedse. — Sat.  iy.  113. 

"  Cunning  Vejento  next,  and  by  Ms  side 
Bloody  Gatidlus  leaning  on  his  guide : 
Decrepit,  yet  a  furious  loyer  he, 
And  deeply  smit  with  charms  he  could  not  see. 
A  monster,  that  ev'n  this  worst  age  outvies, 
Conspicuous  and  above  the  common  size. 
A  blmd  base  flatterer;  from  some  bridge  or  gate, 
Raised  to  a  murd'iing  minister  of  state. 
Deserving  still  to  beg  upon  the  road, 
And  bless  each  passing  waggi^  and  its  load.** — ^Duks. 

^  This  was  a  famous  villa  of  Domitian's,  near  the  site  of  the  ancient 
Alba,  about  twelve  miles  from  Home.  The  place  is  now  called  Albano, 
and  vast  ruins  of  its  magniflc^it  edifices  still  remain. 

'  Tacitus,  in  his  History,  mentions  this  Massa  Bsebius  as  a  person 
most  destructive  to  all  men  of  worth,'  and  constantly  engaged  on  the 
side  of  villains.  From  a  letter  of  Pliny's  to  Tacitus,  it  appears  that 
Herennius  Senecio  and  himself  were  joined  as  counsel  for  the  province 
of  BoBtica  in  a  prosecution  of  Massa  Babius;  and  that  Massa  after  his 
condemnation  petitioned  the  consuls  for  liberty  to  prosecute  Senecio  for 
treason. 

*  By  '*our  own  hands,**  Tacitus  means  one  of  our  own  body,  a  senator. 
As  Publicius  Certus  had  seized  upon  Helvidius  and  led  him  to  prison, 
Tacitus  imputes  the  crime  to  the  whole  senatorian  order.  To  the  same 
purpose  Phn^  observes :  ''Amidst  the  numerous  viUanies  of  numerous 
persons,  nothing  appeared  more  atrocious  than  that  in  the  senate-house 
one  senator  should  lay  hands  on  another,  a  prsetorian  on  a  consular 
man,  a  judge  on  a  orinunaL" — R  ix.  ep.  13. 

*  Helvidius  Priscus,  a  friend  of  Pliny  the  yoimger,  who  did  not  suffer 
his  death  to  remain  unrevenged.    See  the  ]^istle  above  referred  to. 

*  *  There  is  in  this  place  some  defect  in  the  manuscripts,  which  critics 
have  endeavoured  to  supply  in  different  manners.  Brotier  seems  to 
prefer,  though  he  does  not  adopt  in  the  text,  "nos  Maurioum  Busti- 
cumque  divisimus,**  "we  parted  Mauricus  and  Rusticus,"  by  the  death 
of  one  and  the  banishment  of  the  other.  The  prosecution  and^  crime  of 
Rusticus  (Arulenus)  is  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  pieoe^  o.  2. 
Mauricus  was  his  brother. 
'  Herennius  Senecio.    See  c  2. 

og2 
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behold  and  to  be  beheld :  when  pur  sighs  were  registered;  and 
that  stem  countenance,  with  its  settled  redness,^  his  defence: 
against  shame,  was  employed  in  noting  the  pallid  horror  of  so 
many  spectators.  Happy,  0  Agrioolal  not  only  in  the  splen- 
dour of  your  life,  but  in  the  seasonableness  of  your  death. 
Witk  resignation  and  cheerfulness,  from  the  testimony  of 
those  who  were  present  in  your  last  moments,  did  you  meet 
your  &te,  as  if  striving  to  the  utmost  of  your  power  to.  make 
the  emperor  appear  guiltless.  But  to  myself  and  your 
daughter,  besides  the  anguish  of  losing  a  parent,  the  aggra- 
vating afliiction  remains,  that  it  was  not  our  lot  to  watch  over 
your  sick-bed,  to  support  you  when  languishing,  and  to  satiate 
ourselves  with  beholding  and  embracing  you.  With  what 
attention  should  we  have  received  your  last  instructions,  and 
engraven  them  on  our  hearts!  This  is  our  sorrow;  this  is 
our  wound :  to  us  you  were  lost  four  years  before  by  a  te- 
dious absence.  Everything,  doubtless,  0  best  of  parents!  was 
administered  for  your  comfort  and  honour,  while  a  most 
affectionate  wife  sal  beside  you;  yet  fewer  tears  were  shed 
upon  your  bier,  and  in  the  last  light  which  your  eyes  beheld, 
something  was  still  wanting. 

46.  If  there  be  any  habitation  for  the  shades  of  the  vir- 
tuous; if,  as  philosophers  suppose,  exalted  souls  do  not  perish 
with  the  body ;  may  you  repose  in  peace,  and  call  us,  your 
household,  from  vain  regret  and  feminine  lamentations,  to 
the  contemplation  of  your  virtues,  which  allow  no  place  for 
mourning  or  complaining!  Let  us  rather  adorn  your  memory 
by  our  admiration,  by  our  short-lived  praises,  and,  as  &r  as 
our  natures  will  permit,  by  an  imitation  of  your  example. 
This  is  truly  to  honour  the  dead;  this  is  the  piety  of  every 
near  relation.  I  would  also  recommend  it  to  the  wife  and 
daughter  of  this  great  man,  to  show  their  veneration  of  a 
husband's  and  a  &ther*s  memory  by  revolving  his  actions  and 
words  in  their  breasts,  and  endeavouring  to  retain  an  idea  of 
the  form  and  features  of  his  mind,  rather  than  of  his  person. 

*  Thus  Pliny,  in  Ms  Pai;iegyr.  on  Tnyan,  xlviii:  "Domitian  was 
terrible  even  to  behold;  pride  in  his  brow,  anger  in  his  eyes,  a  feminine 
paleness  in  the  rest  of  his  body,  in  his  face  shamelessness  sufilised  in 
a  glowing  red."  Seneca,  in  Epist.  zi  remarks,  that  "  some  are  never 
more  to  be  dreaded  than  when  they  blnsh ;  as  if  they  had  efibsed  all 
tlieir  modesty.  Sylla  was  always  most  furious  when  the  blood  had 
mounted  into  his  cheeks." 
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Not  tliat  I  would  reject  those  resemblances  of  the  human 
figure  which  are  engraven  in  brass  or  marble :  but  as  their 
originals  are  frail  and  perishable,  so  likewise  are  they :  while 
the  form  of  the  mind  is  eternal,  and  not  to  be  retained  or 
expressed  by  any  foreign  matter,  or  the  artist's  skill,  but  by 
the  manners  of  the  survivors.  Whatever  in  Agricola  waa  the 
object  of  our  love,  of  our  admiration,  remains,  and  will 
remain  in  the  minds  of  men,  transmitted  in  the  records  of 
fame,  through  an  eternity  of  years.  For,  while  many  great 
personages  of  antiquity  will  be  involved  in  a  common  obli- 
vion with  the  mean  and  inglorious,  Agricola  shall  survive, 
represented  and  consigned  to  future  ages. 


/ 

'  A 

DIALOGUE   CONCERNING   OEATOET, 

OB  THB  OAUSBS 

OF  CORRUPT  ELOQUENCE.^ 


1.  You  have  often  inqiured  of  me,  Justus  Fabius,^  why  it  is, 
that  while  ancient  times  display  a  race  of  great  and  splendid 
orators,  the  present  age,  divested  of  aU  claim  to  the  praise  of 
oratory,  has  scarcely  retained  even  the  name.  By  the  appel- 
lation of  orator  we  now  distinguish  none  but  those  who 
flourished  in  a  former  period;  while  the  eminent  speakers  of 
the  present  day  are  styled  pleaders,  advocates,  patrons,  in 
short,  everything  but  orators. 

The  inquiry  is  in  its  nature  delicate;  tendings  if  we  are  not 
able  to  vie  with  antiquity,  to  impeach  our  genius,  and  if  we* 
are  not  willing,  to  arraign  our  judgment.  An  answer  to  so 
nice  a  question  is  more  than  I  should  venture  to  undertake, 
were  I  to  rely  altogether  upon  myself:  but  it  happens,  that  I 
am  able  to  state  the  sentiments  of  men  distinguished  by  their 
eloquence,  such  as  it  is  in  modem  times;  having,  in  the  early 
part  of  my  life,  been  present  at  their  conversation  on  the  very 
subject  now  before  us.  What  I  have  to  offer,  will  not  be  the 
result  of  my  own  thinking :  it  is  the  work  of  memoiy  only; 
a  mere  recital  of  what  feU  from  the  most  celebrated  orators 
of  their  time :  men  who  thought  with  subtlety,  and  expressed 
themselves  with  energy  and  precision;  each,  in  his  turn, 
assigning  different  but  probable  causes,  at  times  insisting  on 
the  same,  and,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  maintaining  his 

^  The  Boena  of  the  following  Dialpgae  is  laid  in  the  sixth  year  of 
Vespasian,  A.u.a  828,  jld.  75. 

'  Justus  Fabiiis  was  consul  Jur.a  864,  a.d.  111.  But  as  he  did  not 
begin  the  year,  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  Fasti  Consulares. 
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own  proper  character,  and  the  peculiar  cast  of  his  mind. 
What  they  said  upon  the  occasion,  I  shall  relate,  as  nearly  aa 
may  be,  in  the  style  and  manner  of  the  several  speakers,  ob- 
serving always  the  regular  course  and  order  of  the  controversy. 
For  a  controversy  it  certainly  was,  where  the  speakers  of  the  . 
present  age  did  not  want  an  advocate,  who  supported  their 
cause  witi  zeal,  and,  after  treating  antiquity  with  severity, 
and  even  derision,  assigned  the  palm  of  eloquence  to  modem 
times. 

2.  Curiatius  Matemus^  gave  a  public  reading  of  his  tra- 
gedy of  Cato.  On  the  following  day  a  report  prevailed,  that 
the  piece  had  given  umbrage  to  the  men  in  power.  The  au- 
thor, it  was  said,  had  laboured  only  to  enhance  the  character 
of  his  hero,  regardless  of  himself  This  soon  became  the  topic 
of  public  conversation.  Matemus  received  a  visit  from 
Marcus  Aper^  and  Julius  Secuudus,^  then  the  first  ornaments 

'  Concerning  liatemuB,  nothing  is  known  with  any  -kmd  of  cer- 
tainty. IHo  relates  that  a  sophist  of  that  name  was  put  to  death  hy 
Domitian,  for  a  school  declamation  against  tyrants;  but  not  one  of  the 
commentators  ventures  to  assert  that  he  was  the  Curiatius  Matemus 
who  makes  so  conspicuous  a  figure  in  the  Dialogue  before  us. 

'  No  mention  is  made  of  Marcus  Aper,  either  by  Quintilian  or  Pliny. 
It  is  supposed  that  he  was  father  of  Marcus  Flavins  Aper,  who  was 
substituted  consul  a.u.c.  883,  a.d.  130.  His  oratorical  character,  and 
that  of  Secimdus,  as  we  find  tiiem  drawn  in  this  section,  are  not  unlike 
what  we  are  told  by  CScero  of  Crassus  and  Antonius.  Crassus,  he  - 
says,  was  not  willing  to  be  thought  destitute  of  literature,  but  he 
wished  to  have  it  said  of  him,  that  he  despised  it,  and  preferred  the 
good  sense  of  the  Bomans  to  the  refinements  of  Greece.  Antonius,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  of  opinion  that  his  fame  would  rise  to  greater 
magnitude,  if  he  was  considered  as  a  man  wholly  illiterate,  and  void  of 
education.  In  this  manner  they  both  expected  to  increase  their  popu- 
larity; the  former  by  despising  the  Qreeks,  and  the  latter  by  not 
Jmowing  them.    Cicero,  De  Orat.  ii  1. 

'  Quintilian  makes  honoiirable  mention  of  Julius  Secundus,  who,  if 
he  had  not  been  prematurely  cut  off,  would  have  transmitted  his  name 
to  posterity  among  the  most  celebrated  orators.  He  would  have  added, 
and  he  was  daily  doing  it,  whatever  was  requisite  to  complete  his 
oratorical  genius :  and  all  that  could  be  desired  was  more  vigour  in 
argument,  and  more  attention  to  matter  and  sentiment  than  to  the 
choice  of  words.  But  he  died  too  soon,  and  his  fame  was,  in  some 
degree,  intercepted.  (Quinti].  x.  1.)  It  is  remarkable  that  Quin- , 
tilutfi,  in  his  list  of  Roman  orators,  has  neither  mentioned  Matemu^ 
nor  Marcus  Aper.  The  Dialogue,  fo^  that  reason,  cannot  properly  be 
ascribed  to  hun :  men  who  figure  so  much  in  the  inquiry  concerning 
oratory,  would  not  have  been  omitted  by  the  critic  who  thought  their 
conversation  worth  recording. 
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of  the  foirum.  I  wa^  at  that  time,  a  constant  attendant  oq 
those  eminent  men ;  I  heard  them,  not  only  in  their  courts  of 
judicature,  but,  feeling  an  inclination  to  the  same  studies,  I 
followed  them  with  youthful  ardour,  in  public  and  in  private^ 
to  hear  their  familiar  talk,  their  discussions,  and  the  most 
intimate  expression  of  their  sentiments.  True  it  is  that  by 
many  it  was  captiously  objected  to  Secund^is,  that  he  had  no 
command  of  words,  no  flow  of  language ;  ^d  to  Aper,  that  he 
was  indebted  for  his  fame,  not  to  art  or  literature,  but  to  th^ 
natural  powers  of  a  vigorous  understanding.  The  truth  is, 
the  style  of  the  former  was  remarkable  for  its  purity;  concise> 
yet  sufficiently  free  and  copious :  and  the  latter  was  well  versed 
in  general  erudition.  It  might  be  said  of  him^  that  he  dOr 
spised  literature,  not  that  he  wanted  it.  He  thought,  perhaps, 
that,  by  sooming  the  aid  of  letters,  an.d  by  drawing  altogether 
from  his  own  ^nd,  his  fame  would  stand  on  a  more  solid 
foundation. 

3.  We  went  together  to  pay  our  visit  to  Matemus.  Upon 
entering  his  study,  we  found  him  with  the  tragedy,  which  he 
had  read  on  the  preceding  day,  lying  before  him.  Secundus 
began: — Are  you  then  so  little  affected  by  the  censure  of 
malignant  critics,  ajs  to  persist  in  cherishing  this  obnoxious 
'  tragedy  of  yours?  Perhaps  you  are  revising  the  piece,  and, 
after  retrenching  certain  passages,  intend  to  send  your  Cato 
into  the  world,  in,  I  will  not  say  an  improved,  but  certainly 
a  safer  form. — ^There  lies  the  poem,  said  Matemus;  you  may 
peruse  it,  if  you  think  proper;  you  will  find  it  just  the  same 
as  when  you  heard  it  read.  If  Cato  has  omitted  anything, 
Thyestes,^  at  my  next  reading,  shall  supply  the  deficiency.  I 
have  formed  the  fable  of  a  tragedy  on  that  subject;  the  plan 
is  warm  in  my  imagination,  and,  that  I  may  give  my  whole 
time  to  it,  I  now  am  eager  to  despatch  an  edition  of  Cato. — : 
Marcus  Aper  interposed :  Are  you,  indeed,  so  enamoured  of 
your  dramatic  muse,  as  to  renounce  your  oratorical  character, 
and  your  forensic  pursuits,  in  order  to  sacrifice  all  your  time 
to — Medea,  I  think  it  waa  lately,  and  now  to  Thyestesi 
though,  meanwhile,  the  causes  of  so  many  friends,  and  the 
^terests  of  so  many  colonies  and  municipal  cities,  call  you  to 
the  forum.^    Surely  these  would  give  you  more  than  sufficient 

^  Thyestes  was  a  common  and  popular  subject  of  ancient  tragedy. 
^  It  was  the  custom  of  the  colonies  and  municipal  towns  to  pajr 
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employment,  though  you  had  not  imposed  upon  yourself  this 
•new  task,  labouring  to  add  Domitius^  and  Cato,  that  is  to  say, 
the  incidents  and  characters  of  Koman  story,  to  the'&.bles  of 
Greece, 

'  4.  The  sharpness  of  that  reproof,  replied  Matemus,  would 
perhaps  .have  disconcerted  me,  if,  by  frequent  repetition,  it 
had  not  lost  its  sting.  To  differ  on  this  subject  is  grown 
familiar  to  us  both.  For  you  wage  an  incessant  war  against 
the  poets ;  and  I,  who  am  charged  with  deserting  my  clients, 
have  yet  every  day  the  cause  of  poetry  to  defend.  I.  rejoice 
the  more,  therefore,  that  we  have  a  person  present,  of  ability 
-to  decide  between  us :  a  judge,  who  will  either  lay  me  under 
an  injunction  to  write  no  more  verses,  or,  as  I  rather  hope, 
encourage  me,  by  his  authority,  to  renounce  for  ever  the  dry 
employment  of  forensic  causes  (in  which  I  have  had  my  share 
of  drudgery),  that  I  may,  for  the  future,  be  at  leisure  tq 
cultivate  the  more  august  and  sacred  eloquence  of  the  tragic 
muse. 

5.  But  I,  said  Secundus,  before  Aper  refuses  me  as  an 
umpire,  will  follow  the  example  of  all  fair  and  upright  judges, 
who,  in  particular  cases,  when  they  feel  a  partiality  for  one 
of  the  contending  parties,  desire  to  be  excused  from  hearing 
the  cause.  The  friendship  and  habitual  intercourse  which  I 
have  ever  cultivated  with  Saleius  Bassus,^  that  excellent  man, 

their  court  to  some  gt«at  orator  at  Borne,  in  order  to  obtain  his 
patronage  whenever  they  should  have  oceasion  to  apply  to  the  senato 
for  a  redress  of  grievances* 

^  Domitius  was  another  subject  of  tragedy,  taken  from  the  Roman 
story.  •  Who  he  was,  does  not  clearly  appear.  Brotier  thinks  it  was 
Domitius,  the  avowed  enemy  of  JuliusCeesar,  who  moved  in  the  senate 
for  a  law  to  recall  that  general  from  the  command  of  the  army  in 
Gaul,  and  afterwards,  on  the  breaking  out  of.  the  civil  war,  fell  bravely 
at  the  battle  of  Pharsalia     See  Suetonius,  Life  of  Nero,  s.  2. 

'  Saleius  Bassus  is  mentioned  by  Juvenal  as  an  eminent  poet  in 
distress : — 

At  Serrano  tenuique  Saleio. 
Gloria  quantalibet  quid  erit>  si  gloria  tantum  est  ? 

Sat.  vil  80. 
"  But  to  poor  Bassus  what  avails  a  'name, 
To  starve  on  compliments  and  empty  fame !" — Drtdeit. 
Quintilian  Says,  he  possessed  a  poetic  genius,  but  so  warm  and  vehe- 
ment, that,  even  in  an  advanced  age,  his  spirit  was  not  under  the 
control  of  sober  judgment.     This  passage  affords  an  insuperable  argu> 
anent  against  Lipsias,  and  the  rest  of  the  critics,  who  named  Quintilia^ 
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and  no  less  excellent  poet^  are  well  known :  and  let  me  add, 
if  poetry  is  to  be  arraigned,  I  know  no  client  that  can  oSer 
such  handsome  bribes. 

My  business,  replied  Aper,  is  not  with  Saleins  Bassus :  let 
him,  and  all  of  lus  description,  who,  without  talents  for  the 
bar,  doTote  their  time  to  the  Muses,  pursue  their  &Touiitje- 
amusement  without  interruption.  But,  since  we  are  now 
before  a  competent  judge,  Mxitemus  must  not  think  to  escape 
in  the  crowd.  I  single  him  out  from  the  rest.  I  call  upon 
him  to  answer,  how  it  happenef,  that  a  man  of  his  talents, 
formed  by  nature  to  reach  the  heights  of  manly  elomienoe, 
whereby  he  might  at  once  both  acquire  fnendsETps  ana  sup* 
port  them,  and  have  the  glory  to  see  whole  provinces  and 
nations  rank  themselves  under  his  patronage,  does  yet  thus  re- 
nounce a  pursuit  of  all  others  the  most  advantageous,  whether 
considered  with  respect  to  interest  or  to  honours;  a  pursuit 
that  affords  the  most  illustrious  means  of  propagating  a  repu- 
tation, not  only  within  our  own  walls,  but  tbjroughout  the 
whole  compass  of  the  Roman  empire,  and  indeed  to  the  most 
distant  nations  of  the  globe? 

If  utility  ought  to  be  the  governing  motive  of  every  action 
and  every  design  of  our  lives;  can  we  possibly  be  employed 
to  better  purpose,  than  in  the  exercise  of  an  art  which  en- 
ables a  man,  upon  all  occasions,  to  support  the  interest  of  his 
friend,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  stranger,  to  defend  the 
cause  of  the  injured,  to  strike  with  terror  and  dismay  his 
open  and  secret  adversaries,  himself  secure  the  while,  and 
guarded,  as  it  were,  by  an  imperishable  potency! 

In  the  calm  seasons  of  Hfe,  the  true  use  of  oratoiy  is  dis- 
cerned in  the  protection  of  others.  Have  we  reason  to  be 
alarmed  for  ourselves) — the  sword  and  breastplate  are  not  a 
better  defence  in  the  heat  of  battle.  It  is  at  once  a  buckler 
to  cover  yourself,  and  a  weapon  to  brandish  against  your 
enemy.  Armed  with  this,  you  may  appear  with  courage 
before  the  tribunals  of  justice,  in  the  senate,  and  even  in  the 
presence  of  the  prince.     What  had  Eprius  Marcellus^  to 

u  a  candidate  for  the  honour  of  this  elegant  compoBition.    CSui  it  be 
imagined  that  a  writer  of  fair  mtegrity  would  in  me  great  work  speak 
of  &WSUS  as  he  deserved,  and  in  the  Dialogue  overratB  him  beyond  all 
proportion  ?    Duplicity  was  not  a  part  of  Quintilian's  character. 
'  Eprius  Marcellus  is  often  a  oonspicuous  figure  in  the  Annals  and 
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oppose  to  the  united  resentment  of  the  whole  senate  but  his 
eloquenbe  ?  Collected  in  himself  and  looking  terror  to  his 
enemies,  he  foiled  Helyidius  Priscns;  a  man,  no  doubt,  of 
consummate  wisdom,  but  unpractised  and  inexpert  in  contests 
of  that  kind.  Such  is  the  advantage  of  oratory :  to  enlarge 
upon  it  were  superfluous.  My  friend  Matemus  will  not  dis- 
pute the  point 
/  6.  I  proceed  to  the  pleasure  arising  from  the  exercise  of 
eloquence;  a  pleaaure  which  does  not  consist  in  the  mere 
sensation  of  the  moment,  but  is  repeated  every  day,  and 
almost  every  hour.  For  let  me  ask,  to  a  man  of  an  inge- 
nuous and  liberal  mind,  who  knows  the  relish  of  elegant 
enjoyments,  what  can  yield  such  true  delight,;  as  to  see  his 
house  always  thronged  by  a  concourse  of  the  most  distin- 
guished persons;  and  to  know  that  the  honour  is  not  paid 
to  his  money,  or  to  his  heirless  condition,^  or  to  his  posses- 
sion of  a  public  office,  but  to  his  very  self?  The  ridi  who 
have  no  issue,  and  the  men  in  high  rank  and  power,  are  his 
followers.  Though  he  is  still  young,  and  probably  destitute 
of  fortune,  all  concur  in  paying  tibeir  court  to  solicit  his 
patronage  for  themselves,  or  to  recommend  their  friends  to 
his  protection.  In  the  most  splendid  fortune,  in  all  the 
dignity  and  pride  of  power,  is  there  anything  tihat  can  equal 
the  satis&otion  of  seeing  the  most  illustrious  citizens,  men 

Histoiy  of  Tacitus.  To  a  bad  heart  he  united  the  gift  of  eloquence^ 
In  the  Annals  (zvL  28)  he  makes  a  vehement  speech  against  Psetus 
Thrasea,  and  afterwards  wrought  the  destruction  of  that  excellent 
man.  For  that  exploit  he  was  attacked,  in  the  beginning  of  Yespar 
Bian*s  reign,  by  Helvidius  Priscus.  In  the  History  (iv.  7,  8)  we  see 
them  both  engaged  in  a  violent  contention.  In  the  following  year 
(823),  Helvidius  in  the  senate  opened  an  accusation  in  form :  but  Mar- 
cellus,  by  using  his  eloquence  as  his  buckler  and  his  offensive  weapon, 
was  able  to  ward  off  the  blow.  He  rose  from  his  seat,  and,  "  I  leave 
you,"  he  said,  ''I  leave  you  to  give  the  law  to  the  senate :  reign  if  you 
will,  even  in  the  presence  of  the  prince."    See  Hist  iv.  43. 

^  To  be  rich  and  have  no  issue,  gave  to  the  person  so  circumstanced 
the  highest  consequence  at  Rome.  All  ranks  of  men  paid  their  court 
to  him.  To  discourage  a  life  of  celibacy,  and  promote  population^ 
Augustus  passed  a  law,  called  Papia  PoppcBOf  whereby  bachelorB  were 
subjected  to  penalties.  But  marriage  was  not  brought  into  fashion. 
In  proportion  to  the  rapid  degeneracy  of  the  manners  under  the 
emperors,  celibacy  grew  into  respect ;  insomuch  that  we  find  (Annals, 
ziL  52)  a  man  too  strong  for  his  prosecutors,  because  he  was  rich,  old, 
and  childless :  "  Yaluitque  peooniosa  orbitate  et  senecta." 
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respected  for  their  years,  and  flourishing  in  the  opinion  of  the 
public,  yet  courting  your  assistance,  and,  in  the  midst  of 
wealth  and  grandeur,  fiurly  owning,  that  they  still  want  some* 
thing  superior  to  all  their  possessions) 

Then  think,  too,  of  the  honoiurable  crowd  of  clients  con- 
ducting  the  orator  from  his  house,  and  attending  him  in  his 
return ;  what  a  glorious  appearance  he  makes  in  public !  what 
distinguishing  respect  is  paid  to  him  in  the  courts  of  judica- 
ture! with  what  exultation  of  heart  he  rises  up  before  a  full 
audience^  hushed  in  solemn  silence,  and  fixed  attention,  pre88'> 
ing  round  the  admired  speaker,  and  receiying  every  passion 
he  deems  proper  to  raise!  Yet  these  are  but  the  or£nary 
joys  of  eloquence,  and  visible  to  every  common  observen 
There  are  others,  and  those  &r  superior,  of  a  more  concealed 
and  dehcate  kind,  and  of  which  the  orator  himself  can  alone 
be  sensible.  Does  he  stand  forth  prepared  with  a  studied 
harangue?  As  the  composition,  so  the  pleasure,  in  this  in- 
stance, is  more  solid  and  equal.  Does  he,  on  the  other  hand, 
rise  not  without  a  certain  fluttering  of  spirit,  in  a  new  and 
imexpected  debate?  The  very  solicitude  he  has  £elt,  enhances 
the  pleasure  of  his  success.  Indeed  the  most  exquisite  satis- 
faction of  this  kind  is,  when  he  boldly  hazards  an  unpreme- 
ditated speech.  For  it  is  in  the  productions  of  genius,  as  in 
the  fruits  of  the  earth ;  fnany  things  are  sown  and  brought  to 
maturity  with  toil  and  care,  but  l^ose  which  spring  up  spon- 
taneously are  ever  the  most  agreeable. 

7.  As  to  myself,  if  I  may  allude  to  my  own  feelings,  the 
day  on  which  I  obtained  the  latidave,  and  even  the  days 
when  I,  an  obscure  man,  bom  in  a  city  that  did  not  &vour 
my  pretensions,^  entered  upon  the  offices  of  qusestor,  tribune, 
and  praetor,  were  not  so  joyful  to  me  as  those  on  which  it 
befals  me,  with  such  little  power  of  speech  as  I  possess,  to 
defend  the  accused;  to  argue  successfully  before  the  centum- 
viri,^  or,  in  the  presence  of  the  prince,  to  plead  for  his  freed- 

'  Marcus  Aper,  Julius  Secnndus,  and  Cuiiatiua  Matemus,  accordmg 
•to  Brotier  and  others,  were  natives  of  GauL  Aper  (c.  10)  mentions  iho 
Qauls  atf  tlieir  common  countrymen. 

3  All  causes  of  a  private  nature  were  heard  before  the  centumviri. 
Hiree  were  chosen  out  of  every  trihe,  ahd  the  tribes  amounted  to  five- 
and-tlurty;  so  that»  in  fact,  105  were  chosen :  but,  for  the  sake  of  a 
jound*  number,  they  were  called  centumviri.  The  causes  that  were 
heard  before  that  jurisdiction  are  enumerated  by  Cicero,  De  Oiai. 
''b.  i  88. 
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men,  and  the  procurators  appointed  by  himself.  Upon  those^ 
occasions  I  seem  ^  rise  above  the  dignities  of  tribune,  preetor, 
and  consul ;  and  feel  Tvitbin  myself  a  grandeur  that,  springs 
from  no  external  cause,  that  is  not  conferred  by  patent,  nor 
obtained  by  favour. 

Where  is  the  art  or  science,  the  renown  of  which  can  vie 
with  the  celebrity  of  a  great  orator?  His  feme  does  not- 
depend  on  the  opinion  of  thinking  men,  who  attend  to  busi- 
ness and  watch  tiie  administration  of  affkirs;  he  is  applauded 
by  the  youth  of  Rome,  at  least  by  such  of  them  as.  are  of 
a  laudable  disposition,  and  hope  to  rise  by  honourable  means. 
Whose  example  do  parents  more  recommend  to  their  sons  I 
Whom  do  the  ignorant  common  people^  oftener  name,  and- 
point  at  as  he  passes  byl  The  strangers,  too,  who  arrive.' 
frord  all  parts,  are  eager  to  behold  the  man  of  whom  they  have 
heard  so  much  in  their  towns  and  colonies.  ' 

8.  I  will  be  bold  to  %ay  that  Eprius  Marcellus,  whom  I 
have  already  mentioned,  and  Crispus  Vibiufl,^  (I  cite  living 
examples,  in  preference  to  the  names  of  a  former  day,)  are 
not  less  known  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the  empire,  than  they 
are  at  Capua,  or  Vercellee,'  where,  we  are  told,  they  were  bom ; 
nor  does  either  of  them  owe  this  extensive  fkme  to  his  three 
hundred  thousand  sesterces,  (thought  their  eloqu^ioe  may  be 

^  The  common  people  are  called  in  the  original,  tunicatus  poputus^ 
that  is,  as  we  should  say,  "  the  men  in  their  shirt-sleeves,"  those  who 
appeared  in  the  streeta  in  their  under-garmenta  (tunica)  and  without  a. 
toga. 

2  The  character  of  Eprius  Marcellus  has  been  already  stated,  c.  5, 
note.  Crispufi  Yibius  is  mentioned  as  a  man  of  weight  and  infliience, 
Annals,  xiv.  28.  Quintilian  has  mentioned  him  to  his  advantage:' 
he  calls  him  (y.  13)  a  man  of  agreeable  and  elegant  talezxts,  "vir' 
ingenii  jucundi  et  elegantis;"  and  again,  Yibius  Cvi^pus  was  distin- 
guished by  the  elegance  of  his  composition,  and  the  sweetness  of  his 
manner;  a  man  bom  to  please,  but  fitter  for  private  suits  than  for  the 
importance  of  public  causes,    (x.  1.) 

*  Which  of  these  two  men  was  bom  at  Capua,  and  which  at  Vercellss, 
is  not  clearly  expresaed  in  the  original.  Eprius  MareeUus,  who  has 
been  described  of  a  prompt  and  daring  spirit,  ready  to  embark  in  every 
mischief)  and  by  his  eloquence  able  to  give  colour  to  the  worst  cause, 
must  at  this  time  have  become  a  new  man,  since  we  find  him  men- 
tioned in  this  Dialogue  with  unbounded  praise.  He,  it  seems,  and 
Yibius  Crispus  were  the  favourites  at  Yespasian's  court.  Yercellsd, 
now  Yerceil,  was  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  Piedmont.  Capua, 
rendered  famous  by  Hannibal,  was  a  city  in  Campania,,  always  deemed 
the  seat  of  pleasure.  •     • 
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said  to  have  built  up  their  fortunes;)  and,  indeed,  such  is  the 
divine  power  of  eloquence,  that  in  every  s%e  we  have  exam- 
ples of  men,  who  by  their  talents  raised  themselves  to  the 
summit  of  their  ambition.  But  these,  as  I  have  already 
said,  are  recent  instances;  nor  are  we  to  glean  an  imperfect 
knowledge  of  them  from  tradition;  they  are  every  day  before 
our  eyes.  The  more  abject  the  origin  of  these  two  men,  and 
the  more  sordid  the  poverty  in  which  they  set  out,  the  more 
brilliant  illustration  and  proof  do  they  afford  of  the  advan- 
tages of  oratory;  since  it  is  apparent,  that,  without  birth  or 
fortune,  neither  of  them  recommended  by  his  moral  charac- 
ter, and  one  of  them  deformed  i^  his  person,  they  have  made 
themselves,  for  a  series  of  years,  the  first  men  in  the  state. 
They  were  the  first  men  in  the  forum  as  long  as  they  chose 
to  be  so;  now  they  are  the  first  in  Caasar's  friendship;  they 
direct  and  govern  all  things,  and  the  &vour  with  which  the 
prince  regards  them  is  little  short  of  veneration.  In  fitct, 
Vespasian,  that  venerable  old  prince,  always  open  to  the 
voice  of  truth,  clearly  sees  that  the  rest  of  his  favourites 
derive  all  their  lustre  from  the  fitvours  which  his  munificence 
has  bestowed:  but  with  Marcellus  and  Crispus  the  case  is 
difierent;  they  carry  with  them,  as  their  recommendations, 
what  no  prince  can  ^ve,  and  no  subject  can  receive.  Com- 
pared with  the  advantages  which  those  men  possess,  what  are 
&.mily  pictures,  statues,  busts,  and  titles  of  honour?  Not 
ih&t  these  things  are  without  their  value;  it  is  with  them  as 
with  wealth  and  honours,  advantages  against  which  you  will 
easily  find  men  who  declaim,  but  none  who  in  their  hearts 
despise  them.  Hence  it  is,  that  in  the  houses  of  all  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  career  of  eloquence,  we  see 
titl^  statues,  and  splendid  ornaments,  the  reward  of  talents, 
and,  at  all  times,  tiie  decorations  of  the  great  and  powerful 
orator. 

9.  But  to  come  to  the  point  from  which  we  started ;  poetry, 
to  which  my  friend  Matemus  wishes  to  dedicate  all  his  time, 
has  none  of  these  advantages.  It  confers  no  dignity,  nor 
does  it  serve  any  useful  purpose.  It  is  attended.with  some 
pleasure,  but  it  is  the  pleasure  of  a  moment  springing  from 
vain  applause,  and  bringing  with  it  no  solid  advantage.  What 
I  have  said,  and  am  going  to  add,  may  probably,  my  good 
friend  Matemus,  be  unwelcome  to  your  ear;  and  yet  I  must 


a  9.]  cx)nObbnino  obatobt.  399 

take  the  liberty  to  ask  you,  if  Agamemnon^  or  Jason  speaks 
in  your  piece  with  dignity  of  hmguage,  what  useful  conse- 
quenoe  follows  from  it?  What  client  has  been  defended? 
Who  returns  to  his  own  house  with  a  grateful  heart?  Our 
friend  Saleius  Bassus  is,  beyond  all  question,  a  poet  of  emi- 
nence, or,  to  use  a  wanner  expression,  he  has  the  god  within 
him :  but  who  attends  his  levee?  who  seeks  his  patronage,  or 
follows  in  his  train?  Should  he  himself,  or  his  intimate 
friend,  or  his  near  relation,  happen  to  be  inyolved  in  a  trou- 
blesome litigation,  he  would  of  course  apply  to  his  friend 
Secundus;  or  to  you,  Matemus;  not  because  you  are  a  poet, 
nor  yet  to  obtain  a  copy  of  verses  from  you;  of  thode  he  has 
a  sufficient  stock  at  home,  elegant,  it  must  be  owned,  and 
exquisite  in  their  kind.  But  after  all  his  labour  and  waste  of 
genius,  what  is  his  reward? 

When  in  the  course  of  a  year,  after  toiling  day  and  night, 
he  has  brought  a  single  poem  to  perfection,  he  is  obliged  to 
solicit  his  Mends,  and  exert  his  interest,  in  order  to  bring 
together  an  audience^  so  obliging  as  to  hear  a  recital  of  the 

^  Agamemnon  and  Jaeon  were  two  favourite  dramatic  sulgects  with 
the  Roman  poets. 

'  Before  the  invention  of  printing,  copies  were  not  easily  multiplied. 
Anthors  were  eager  to  enjoy  their  fame,  and  the  pen  of  the  transcriber 
was  slow  and  tedious.  Public  rehearsals  were  the  road  to  fame.  But 
.  an  audience  was  to  be  drawn  together  by  interest,  by  solicitation,  and 
public  advertisements.  Plin^,  in  one  of  his  letters,  has  given  a  lively 
description  of  the  difficulties  which  the  author  had  to  surmount. 
**  This  year/'  he  says,  '*  has  produced  poets  in  great  abundance.  Scarce 
a  day  has  passed  in  the  month  of  Apnl  without  the  recital  of  a  poem. 
But  the  greater  part  of  the  audience  comes  with  reluctance ;  they  loiter 
in  the  lobbies,  and  there  enter  into  idle  chat,  occasionally  desiring  to 
know,  whether  the  poet  is  in  his  pulpit?  has  he  b^gun?  is  his  preface 
over  ?  has  he  almost  finished  ?  They  condescended  at  last  to  enter  the 
room ;  they  looked  round  with  an  air  of  indifference,  and  soon  retired, 
some  by  stealth,  and  others  with  open  contempt.  Hence  the  greater 
praise  is  due  to  those  authors  who  do  not  suffer  their  genius  to  droop, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  amidst  the  most  discouraging  cifcumstances,  still 
persist  to  cultivate  the  liberal  arts."  Pliny  adds,  that  he  himself  at- 
tended all  the  public  readings,  and,  for  that  purpose,  stayed  longer  in 
the  city  than  was  usual  wil£  him.  Being  at  length  released,  he  in- 
tended, in  his  rural  retreat,  to  finish  a  work  of  his  own,  but  not  to  read 
it  in  public,  lest  he  should  be  thought  to  claim  a  return  of  the  civility 
which  he  had  shown  to  others.  He  was  a  hearer,  and  not  a  creditor. 
The  favour  conferred,  if  re-demanded,  ceases  to  be  a  favour.  (Pliny, 
lib.  i.  epist.  13.)  Such  was  the  state  of  literature  imder  the  worst  of 
the  emperors. '  The  Augustan  age  was  over.    In  the  reigns  of  Tiberiutf 
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piece.  Nor  can  this  be  done  without  expense.'  A  room 
must  be  hired,  a  stage  or  pulpit  must  be  erected;  benches 
must  be  ai'ranged,  and  tickets  distributed  throughout  the 
city.  What  if  the  reading  succeeds  to  the  height  of  his 
wishes  1  Pass  but  a  day  or  two,  and  the  whole  harvest  of^ 
praise  and  admiration  fades  away,  like  a  flower  that  withers' 
in  its  bloom,  and  never  ripens  into  fruit.  By  the  event)  how- 
ever flattering,  he  gains  no  friend,  be  obtains  no  patronage, 
nor  does  a  single  person  go  away  impressed  with  me  idea  of 
an  obligation  conferred  npon  him.  The  poet  has  been  heard; 
with  applause;  he  has  been  received  with  acclamations;  and< 
he  has  enjoyed  a  short-lived  transpcwrt.  We  lately  landed  H. 
as  an  imcommon  instance  of  generosity  in  Vespasian,  that  he. 
made  Saleius  Bassus  a  present  of  fifty  thousand  sesterces.  To* 
deserve  so  distinguished  a  proof  of  the  sovereign's  esteem  is, 
no  doubt,  highly  honourable;  but  is  it  not  still  more  honour^ 
able,  if  your  circumstances  require  it,  to  serve  yourself  to  bei 
your  own  benefactor,  and  to  be  the  object  of  your  0¥ni; 
liberality?  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  poet  wha 
would  produce  anything  excellent^  must  bid  farewell  to  the 
conversation  of  his  friends;  he  must  renoimfce,  not  only  the; 
pleasures  of  Bome,  but  also  the  duties  of  social  life;  he  must 

and  Caligula  leaarmiig  drooped,  but  in  Bome  degree  reyired  under  the 
dull  and  stupid  Claudius.  Pliny,  in  the  letter  above  cilied,  says  of  that, 
emperor,  that,  one  day  hearing  a  noise  in  his  palace,  he  inquired  what 
was  the  causey  and  being  informed  that;  Nonianus  was  reciting  in  pub- 
lic, wont  immediately  to  the  place,  and  became  one  of  the  audience. 
After  that  time  letters  met  with  no  encouragement  from  the  great.. 
The  poets  who  could  not  hope  to  procure  an  audience,  haunted  the 
baths  and  public  walks,  in  order  to  fasten  on  their  friends,  and,  at  any 
rate,  obtain  a  hearing  for  their  works.  Juvenal  8a3^,  the  plantations 
and  marble  columns  bi  Julius  Fronto  resoimded  with  the  vociferation 
of  reciting  poets.  (Sat.  i  12.)  The  same  author  observes,  ih&t  the  poet' 
who  aspired  to  literary  fame  might  borrow  a  house  for  tha  purpose  of 
a  public  reading;  and  the  great  man  who  accommodated  the  writer, 
might  arrange  hk  friends  and  freedmen  on  the  back  seats,  with  direc- 
tion not  to  be  sparing  of  their  applause;  but  still  a  stage  or  pulpit,  with 
convenient  benches^  was  to  be  procured,  and  that  expense- the  patrons 
of  letters  would  not  supply.  (Sat.  viL  39.)  Statius,  in  Juvenal's  time, 
was  a  favourite  poet.  If  he  announced  a  reading,  his  auditors  went  in 
crowds.  He  delighted  all  degrees,  idl  ranks  of  men ;  but,  when  the* 
hour  of  applause  was  over,  the  author  was  obliged  to  sell  a  tragedy  to 
Paris,  the  famous  -actor,  in  order  to  procure  a  dinner.  (Sat.  vii.  82.)  < 
This  was  the  hard  lot  of  poetry,  and  this  Uie  state  of  public  reading^ 
which  Aper  describes  to  his  friend  >Iatemus. 
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retire,  as  the  poets  say,  "  to  groves  and  grottos,"  in  other 
words,  to  solitude. 

10.  Fame  even,  which  alone  they  worship,  and  which  they 
confess  to  be  the  sole  reward  of  all  their  toil,  does  not  attend 
poets  in  the  same  degree  as  orators.  The  indifferent  poet 
has  no  readers,  the  best  but  few.  Let  there  be  a  reading  of 
a  poem  by  the  ablest  master  of  his  art :  will  the  fame  of  his 
performance  reach  all  quarters,  I  will  not  say  of  the  empire, 
but  of  Rome  onlyl  Among  the  strangers  who  arrive  from 
Spain,  from  Asia,  or  from  our  Gaul,  who  inquires^  after 
Saleius  Bassus?  Should  it  happen  that  there  is  .one,  wha 
thinks  of  him,  his  curiosity  is  soon  satisfied;  he  passes  on, 
content  with  a  transient  view,  as  if  he  had  seen  a  picture  or 
a  statue. 

In  what  I  have  Advanced,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood :  I 
do  not  mean  to  deter  such  as  are  not  blessed  with  the  gift  of 
oratory,  from  the  practice  of  their  favourite  art,  if  it  serves 
to  amuse^  their  leisure,  and  gain  them  a  degree  of  reputation. 
I  am  an  admirer  of  all  eloquence;^  I  hold  it  venerable,  and 
even  sacred,  in  all  its  departments;  in  solemn  tragedy,  of 
which  you,  Matemus,  are  so  great  a  master ;  in  the  majesty 
of  the  epic,  the  gaiety  of  the  lyric  muse,  the  wanton  elegy, 
the  keen  iambic,  and  the  pointed  epigram;  all  have  their 
charms;  and  Eloquence,  whatever  may  be  the  subject  which 

*  Notwithstanding  all  that  is  said,  in  this  Dialogue,  of  Saleius  BassuB, 
it  does  not  appear,  in  the  judgment  of  Quintilian,  iJiat  he  was  a  poet 
whose  fame  could  extend  itself  to  the  distant  provinces.  Perfection  in 
the  kind  is  necessary.  Livy  the  historian  was  at  the  head  of  his  pro- 
fession.  In  consequence  of  his  vast  reputation,  wo  know  from  Pliny 
the  consul,  that  a  native  of  the  city  of  Cadiz  was  so  struck  with  the 
character  of  Jhat  great  writer,  that  he  made  a  journey  to  Rome,  with 
no  other  intent  than  to  see  that  celebrated  genius ;  and  haviog  gratified 
his  curiosity,  without  staying  to  view  the  wonders  of  that  magnificent 
city,  returned  home  perfectly  satisfied.    (Lib.  iL  epist.  8.) 

^  In  Homer  and  Virgil,  as  well  as  in  the  dramatic  poets  of  the  first 
order,  we  frequently  have  passages  of  real  eloquence,  with  the  differ' 
ence  which  Quintilian  mentions :  "  The  poet,"  he  says,  "  is  a  slave  to 
the  measure  of  his  verse;  and,  not  bemg  able  at  all  times  to  make  use 
6f  the  true  and  proper  word,  he  is  obliged  to  quit  the  natural  and  easy 
way  of  expression,  and  avail  himself  of  new  modes  and  turns  of 
phraseology,  such  as  tropes  and  metaphors,  with  the  liberty  of  trans- 
posing words,  and  lengthening  or  shortening  syllables,  as  he  sees  occa-^ 
sion."  (QuintiL  lib.  x.  1.)  The  speaker  in  the  Dialogue  is  aware  of  this 
distinction,  and,  subject  to  it,  the  various  branches  of  poetry  are  with 
him  so  many  different  modes  of  eloquence^ 
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she  chooses  to  adorn,  is  in  mj  mind  to  be  preferred  to  all- 
otber  arts.  But  this,  Maternus,  is  no  apology,  for  y.ou,  who^ 
formed  by  nature  to  reach  the  summit  of  perfection,^  yet 
choose  to  wander  into  devious  paths,  and  rest  conteoted  witbi 
a  bumble  station  in  the  vale  beneath. 

Were  you  a  native  of  Greece,  where  to  exhibit  in  the  public 
games ^  is  an  honourable  employment;  and  if  the  gods  had; 
bestowed  upon,  you  the  force  and  sinew  of  the  athletic  !^ioo- 
stxatus^^  do  you.  imagine  that!  could  tamely  look  on,  and  see 

*  The  original  has,  "the  citadel  of  eloquence,"  which  calls  to  mind 
an  admired  passage  ih  Lucretius : — 

Sed  nil  dulcius  est  bene  quam  munita  tenere 

Editft  doctnn&  sapientum  templa  serena, 

Despicere  unde  queas  alios,  passimque  videre 

EcrKnay  sAq^ia  ^naxa  pallantes  qusBrerd^vitae. — Lib.  IL  7.,  ^ 

'  It  is.a.facfa  well  known,  that  in  Greece  the  mostrillustrioua  of  botHv 
flexes  thought  it  honourable  to  exercise  themselves  in  the  exhibitions, 
of  the  theatre,  and  even  to  appear  in  the  athletic  games.  Plutarch,  it 
is  true,  will  have  it,  tiiat  alJ  scenic  arts  were  prohibited  at  Sparta  by 
Itie  laws  of  Lyouxgus;  and  yet  Oomelius  Nepos  assures  us,  l^t  no 
Lacedemonian  matron,  howevezv  high-  her  quality,  was  asUamed  to  act. 
for  hire  on  the  public  stage.  He  adds,  that  throughout  Greece,  it  was- 
deemed  the  highest  honour  to  obtain  the  prize  in  the  Olympic  games ; 
and  no  man  blushed  to-bt»  a  performer  in  plays  and  pantomimes,  and' 
give  himself  a  speetade  to  the  people.  (Cor.  Nep.  in  iPtssfat)  It  ap- 
peals, howevQfv  from  a  story  told  by.  iBlian,  th&t  the  Greek  women^ 
were  by  law  excluded  from  the  Olympic  games.  Whoever  was  found 
to  transgress,  or  even  to  cross  the  river  Alpheus,  during  the  celebration, 
of  that  great  spectacle,  was  liable  to  be  thrown  from  a  rock.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  not  one  female  was  detected,  except  Callipatria,  or, 
as  others  called  her,  Pherenice.  This  woman,  disguised  in  the  habit  of 
a  teacher  of  gymnastic  exercises,  introduced  her  son,  Pisidorus,  to  con- 
tend  for  the  victor's  prize.  Her  son  succeeded.  Transported  with  joy 
at  a  sight  so  glorious,  the  mother  overleaped  the  fence  which  enclosed 
tiie  magistrates,  and,  in  the  violence  of  that  exertion,  let  fall  her  gar- 
ment. She  was  by  consequence  known  to  be  a  woman,  but  absolved 
from  all  criminality.  For  that  mild  and  equitable  sentence  she  was 
indebted  to  the  merit  of  her  father,  her  brothers,  and  her  son,  who  all 
obtained  the  victor^s  crown.  The  incident,  however,  gave  birth  to  a 
new  law,  whereby  it  was  enacted  that  the  masters  of  the  gymnastic  art 
should,  for  the  future,  come  naked  to  the  Olympic  games.  JSlian,  lib. 
3L  1 ;  and  see  Pausanias,  lib.  v.  6. 

'  Niopstratus  is  praised  by  Pausanias  (lib.  v.  20)  as  a  great  master  of 
th^  athletic  arts.  Quintilian  has  also  recorded  his  prowess :  **  Nicos* 
tratus,  whom  in  our  youth  we  saw  advanced  in  years,  would  inatmcit 
his  pupil  in  every  branch  of  his  art,  and  make  him,  what  he  was  him* 
flelf,  am  invincible  champion.    Invincible  he  was,  since,  on  one  and 
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that  amazing  vigour  waste  itself  away  in?  nothing  better  than 
tiae  frivolous  art  of  darting  the  javelin,  or  throwing  the  quoit? 
With  the  same  feeling  I  summon  you  now  from  the  theatre 
and.  public  recitals  to  the  business  of  the  formn,  to  the  tri^ 
bunals  of  justice,  to  scenes  of  real  contention,  to  a  conflict 
worthy  of  your  abilities ;  especially  since  you  cannot  fall  back 
upon  the  excuse  alleged*  by  many,  that  poetry  is  safer  thau 
oratory,  less  liable  to  give  offence;,  for  the  ardour  of  your  fino 
genius  has  already  blazed  forth,  and  you  have  given  offence^ 
not  for  sake  of  a  friend — that  would  be  far  less' dangerous — 
but  on  behalf  of  Cato !  Nor  can  you  offer  in  excuse,  either 
the  duty  of  your  profession,  justice  to  your  client,  or  the 
unguarded  heat  of  debate.  It  is  manifest  that  you  fixed 
upon  a  great  historical  personage  with  deliberate  design,  and 
as  a  character  that  would  give  weight  and  authority  to  your 
sentiments.  You  will  reply,  I  am  aware,  it  was  that  very 
circumstance  which  gained  you  such  vmiveraol  applause,  and 
rendered  you  the  general  topic  of  discourse.  Talk  no  mors 
then,  I  beseech  you,  of  security  and  repose,  whilst  you  thus 
industriously  raise  up  to  yourself  so  potent  an  adversary. 
For  my  own  part,  at  least,  I  am  contented  with  engaging  in 
qjiiestions  of  a  more  modem  and  private  nature ;  wherein,  if 
ia  defence  of  a  friend  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  taking 
liberties,  unacceptable,  perhaps,  to  my  superiors,  the  honest 
freedom  of  my  zeal  will,  I  trusty  not  onlj  be  excused,  but 
aj^lauded. 

11.  Aper  having  delivered  this  with  his  usual  wannth  and 
earnestness,  Matemus  replied  in  a  milder  tone,  and  with  a^ 
air  of  pleasantry:  Prepared  as  I  was  to  prefer  against  the 
orators  an  indictment  no  less  copious  than  my  friend's  pane- 
gyric in  their  behalf,  (for  I  expected  that  he  would  proceed 
to  decry  the.  poets,  and  confound  their,  art,)  he  has  some- 
what ingeniously  softened  my  asperity  by  certain  concessions 
he  is  pleased  to  make  in  their  favour.  He  is  willing  to  allow 
those  whose  genius  does  not  point  to  oratory,  to  apply 
themselves  to  poetry;  but  I,  who  might  do  something,  and 
obtain  some  distinction  as  a  pleader,  have  chosen,  never- 
theless, to  build  my  reputation  on=  dramatio  poetry.  [The 
firtt  attempt  I  made  for  this  purpose,  was  by  exposing  the 

the  same  day,  he  entered  the  lists  as  a  wrestler  and  a  boxer^  and  was 
proclaimed  conqueror  in  both." — Quint,  lib.  ii.  8. 

DD2 
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dangerous  power  of  Vatinius :  ^  a  power  whicli  even  Nero  him- 
self disapproved,  and  which  that  infiimous  favourite  abused 
to  the  profanation  of  the  sacred  Muses.]  ^  And  I  am  per- 
suaded, if  I  enjoy  any  share  of  fame,  it  is  to  poetry  rather 
than  to  oratory  that  I  am  indebted  for  the  acquisition.  It  is 
my  fixed  purpose,  therefore,  entirely  to  withdraw  myself  firom 
the  fatigue  of  the  bar.  The  homage  of  visitors,  the  train  of 
attendants,  and  the  multitude  of  clients,  which  Aper  has 
represented  in  such  pompous  colours,,  have  no  charms  forme; 
ho  more  have  those  sculptured  honours  which  he  mentioned ; 
though  they  too  have  made  their  way  into  my  house,  not- 
withstanding my  inclinations  to  the  contrary.  Hitherto  I 
find  my  condition  and  my  peace  of  mind  better  secured  by 
innocence  than  by  eloquence;  and  I  am  under  no  apprehen- 
sion I  shall  ever  have  occasion  to  open  my  lips  in  the  senate, 
unless,  perhaps,  in  defence  of  a  friend. 

12.  But  woods,  and  groves,  and  solitude  itself,  the  objects 
of  Aper's  invective,  to  me  afford  such  delight,  that  I  reckon 
it  among  the  chief  blessings  of  poetry  that  it  is  cultivated  &r 
from  the  noise  and  bustle  of  the  world,  without  a  client  to 
besiege  my  doors,  or  a  criminal  to  distress  me  with  his  tears 
and  squalor.  Free  from  those  distractions,  the  poet  retires  to 
scenes  of  solitude,  where  peace  and  innocence  reside,  and 
there  he  treads  on  consecrated  ground.  It  was  there  that 
Eloquence  first  grew  up,  and  there  she  reared  her  temple.  In 
such  retreats  she  first  adorned  herself  with  those  graces  which 
have  made  mankind  enamoured  of  her  charms;  and  there 
she  inspired  the  hearts  of  the  blameless  and  the   good. 

^  Vatinius  was  a  favourite  at  the  court  of  Nero.  Tacitus  calls  him 
the  spawn  of  a  cook's-shop  and  a  tippling-house :  "  sutnnse  et  tabemsd 
alumnus."  He  recommended  himself  to  tbe  favour  of  the  prince  by  hi3 
scurrility  and  vulgar  humour.  Being,  by  those  arts,  raised  above  him* 
self,  he  became  the  declared  enemy  of  all  good  men,  and  acted  a  di»> 
-tinguished  part  among  the  vilest  instruments  of  that  pernicious  courts 
.  See  his  character,  Annals,  zv.  Zi,  When  an  illiberal  and  low  buffoon 
basks  in  the  sunshine  of  a  coiui;,  and  enjoys  exorbitant  power,  the 
cause  of  literature  can  have  nothing  to  expect.  The  liberal  arts  rnust^ 
by  consequence^  be  degraded  by  a  corrupt  taste,  and  learning  will  be 
left  to  run  wild  and  grow  to  seed. 

'  This  whole  passage  is  hopelessly  unintelligible  in  the  originsd :  such 
is  the  sentence  upon  it  with  which  Orelli  (ed.  1846)  sums  up  an  ela- 
.  borate  excursus,  in  which  the  most  notable  suggeBtions  of  precedix^ 
commentators  are  severally  discussed. 
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Oracles  first  spoke  in  woods  and  sacred  groves.     As  to  the 
ispecies  of  oratory  which  practises  for  lucre,  or  with  views  of 
ambition;  that  sanguinaryeloquence^  ngwjBp  much  in  vogue  ;\. 
it  is  of  modem  growth,  the  oflfepring  of  corrupt  manners,  and  ^\ 
degeneiute  times ;  and  as  you,  Aper,  expressed  it,  it  is  adopted  •  > 
afi  a  deadly  weapon. 

The  early  and  more  happy  period  of  the  world,  or,  as  we 
poets  call  it,  the  golden  age,  free  alike  from  orators  and  from 
crimes,  abounded  with  inspired  poets,  who  exerted  their  noble 
talents,  not  in  defending  the  guilty,  but  in  celebrating  the 
good.  Accordingly,  no  character  was  ever  more  eminently 
distinguished,  or  more  augustly  honoured :  first  by  the  gods 
themselves,  by  whom  the  poets  were  supposed  to  be  admitted 
to  their  feasts,  and  employed  as  messengers  of  their  high 
behests ;  and  afterwards  by  that  sacred  offepring  of  the  gods, 
the  fii'st  venerable  race  of  legislators.  In  that  glorious  list 
we  read  the  names,  not  of  orators  indeed,  but  of  Orpheus,^ 
and  Linus,  or,  if  we  are  inclined  to  trace  the  illustrious  roll 
still  higher,  even  of  Apollo  himself! 

^  The  phrase  in  the  original  is  full  and  expressive,  *Hucrosse  hu« 
jus  et  aanguinantis  eloqueniiae," — ^that  gainful  and  blood-thirsty  elo* 
quence.  The  immoderate  weaJth  acquired  by  Eprius  Marcellus  has 
been  mentioned  in  this  Dialogue,  c.  8.  Pliny  gives  us  an  idea  of  the 
vast  acquisitions  gained  by  Eegulus,  the  notorious  informer.  From  9> 
state  of  indigence,  he  rose,  by  a  train  of  vlllanous  actions,  to  such 
immense  riches,  that  he  once  consulted  the  omens,  to  know  how  soon 
he  should  be  worth  sixty  millions  of  sesterces,  and  found  them  so 
favourable,  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  worth  double  that  sum.  . 
(Lib.  ii.  epist.  20.)  In  another  epistle,  the  same  author  relates  that 
Regulus,  having  lost  his  son,  was  visited  upon  that  occasion  by  multi* 
tudes  of  people,  who  all  in  secret  detested  him,  yet  paid  their  court 
with  as  much  assiduity  as  if  they  esteemed  and  loved  him.  They 
retaliated  upon  this  man  his  own  insidious  arts :  to  gain  the  friendship 
of  Regulus,  they  played  the  game  of  Regulus  himself.  He  in  the 
meantime  dwells  in  his  villa  on  the  other  side  of  the  Tiber,  where  he 
has  covered  a  large  tract  of  ground  with  magnificent  porticos,  and 
lined  the  banks  of  the  river  with  elegant  statues ;  profuse,  with  all  his 
avarice,  and,  in  the  depth  of  infamy,  proud  and  vainglorious.  (Lib.  iv. 
ep.  2.)  All  this  splendour  in  which  Regulus  lived  was  the  fruit  of  a 
gainful  and  blood-thirsty  eloquence ;  if  that  may  be  called  eloquence, 
which,  Pliny  says,  was  nothing  more  than  a  crazed  imagination  :  "  nihil 
prseter  ingenium  insanum."  (Lib.  iv.  ep.  7.) 

^  Orpheus,  in  poetic  story,  was  the  son  of  Calliope ;  and  Linus  boasted 
of  Apollo  for  his  father.  Orpheus  embarked  in  the  Argonautic  expe- 
dition. His  histoiy  of  it,  together  with  his  hynms,  is  still  extant;  but 
whether  genuine,  is  much  doubted. 
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But  these  things,  perhaps,  will  he  treated  by  Aper  as  fables, 
and  inventions  of  fancy.  He  cannot,  however,  deny  that 
•Homer  has  received  as  signal  honoiii^  from  posterity  as 
{Demosthenes ;  or  that  the  fame  of  Sophocles  Or  Ejiripides  is 
-as  extensive  as  that  of  Lysias^  or  Hyperides;  that  Cicero's 
merit  is  less  universally  confessed  than  Virgil's;  or  that  ndt 
one  of  the  orations  of  Asinius  or  Messala^  is  in  ^go  much 
request  as  the  Medea  of  Ovid,  or  the  Thyestes  of  Tarius. 

^  LvBiaa,  the  oelebrated  orator,  was  a  native  of  Syracuse,  the  chief 
jtown  in  Sicily.  He  lived  about  four  hundred  years  before  the  Christian 
era.  Cicero  says,  that  he  did  not  addict  himself  to  the  practice  of  the 
bar;  but  his  compositions  were  bo  judicious,  so  pure  and  eleprant,  that 
you  might  venture  to  pronounee  him  a  peifect  orator.  (Cicero,  De 
/Claris  Orat.  s.  35.)  Quintilian  gives  the  same  opinion.  "  Lysiaq,"  he 
says,  **  preceded  Demosthenes :  he  is  acute  and  elegant,  and  if  to  teo^h 
'the  art  of  speaking  were  the  only  business  of  an  orator,  nothing?  more 
perfect  can  be  found.  He  has  no  redundancy,  nothing  superfluous, 
nothing  too  refined  or  foreign  to  his  purpose :  his  style  is  'flowing,  but 
more  like  a  pure  fountain  than  a  noble  river." '  (Quint,  lib.  x.  1.)  A 
considerable  number  of  his  orations  is  still  e:dttnty  all  wHtten  with 
exquisite  taste  and  inexpressible  sweetness.  (See  a  very  pleasing  trans- 
lation by  Dr.  Gillies.)  Hyperides  flourished  at  Athens  in  the  time  of 
'Demosthenes,  JEschines,  Lycurgus,  and  other  famous  orators.  "  That 
tige,"  says  Cicero,  "  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  eloquence  of  the  best  and 
purest  kind,  without  the  false  glitter  df  afiected  ornament,  in  -a  style  of 
noble  simplicity,  which  lasted  to  the  end  of  that  period."  (De  Claris 
Orat.  s.  36.)  Quintilian  allow^s  to  Hyperides  a  keen  discernment,  and 
great  sweetness  of  style;  but  he  pronounces  him  an  orator  designed  by 
nature  to  shine  in  causes  of  no  great  moment.  (Lib.  x.  1.)  Whatever 
might  be  the  case  when  this  dialogue  happened,  it  is  certain  at  present 
'that  the  fame  of  Sophocles  and  Euripides  has  eclipsed  the  two  Greek 
orators. 

*  For  an  accoimt  of  Asinius  PoUio  and  Corvinus  Messala,  see  Annals, 
xi.  6.  The  two  great  poets  of  the  Augustan  acje  have  transmitted  the 
•name  of  Asinius  Pollio  to  the  latest  posterity.  Virgil  has  celebrated  him 
as  a  poet,  and  a  commander  of  armies,  in  the  Illyrican  and  Dalmatic 
wars :  and  Horace,  as  an  orat^or  and  statesman.  But  after  all,  the 
question  put  by  Matemus  is.  Can  any  of  then*  orations  be  compared  to 
'the  Medea  of  Ovid,  or  the  Thyestes  of  Varius  ?  Those  two  tragedies 
are  so  often  praised  by  the  critics  of  antiquity,  that  the  republic  of 
letters  has  reason  to  lament  the  loss.  Quintilian  says  that  the  Medea 
•of  Ovid  was  a  specimen  of  genius  that  showed  to  what  heights  the 
poet  could  have  risen,  had  he  thought  fit  rather  to  curb  than  give  the 
rein  to  his  imagination.  (Lib.  x.  1.)  The  works  of  Varius,  if  we  except 
a  few  fragments,  are  wholly  lost.  Horace,  in  his  joiimey  to  Brundu- 
sium,  met  him  and  Virgil,  and  he  mentions  the  incident  with  the  rap- 
"  ture  of  a  friend  that  loved  them  both.  Horace  also  celebrates  Varius 
as  a  poet  of  sublime  genius.    (Lib.-i.  ode  6.)    A  few  fragments  only  of 
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13.  By  no  means  do  I  shrink  from  comparing  the  fortune 
and  the  happy  communion  of  poets^  with  the  ^restless  and 
anxious  life  of  the  orator ;  even  though  the  hazardous  con- 
tentions of  the  -latter  may  possibly  raise  him  to  the  consular 
-dignity.  Far  more  desirable,  in  my  estimation,  was  the  calm 
retreat  of  Virgil  :^  ^here  yet  he  lived  not  unhonoured  by  his 
prince,  nor  unregarded  hy  the  Roman  people :  witness  the 
letters  of  Augustus ;  witness  the  conduct  of  the  people  itself, 
who,  when  some  of  Virgil's  verses  were  repeated  in  the 
theatre,  where  he  happened  to  be  present,  rose  up  to  a  man, 
and  saluted  him  with  the  same  respect  that  they  would  have 
paid  to  Augustus.'^ 

his  works  have  reached  posterity.    His  tragedy  of  Thyestes  is  highly 
praised  by  Quintilian.     That  judicious  critic  does  not  hesitate  to  say 
"that  it  may  be  opposed  to  the  best  produotions  of  the  Greek  stage. 
.  Varius  lived  in  high  favour  at  the  court  of  Augustus.   After  the  dei^ 
of  Virgil,  he  was  joined  with  Plotius  and  Tucca  to  revise  the  works  of 
that  admirable  poet.    The  "Varius  of  Virgil,  so  often  celebrated  in  the 
Pastorals,  was,  notwithstanding  what  some  of  the  commentators  hanre 
said,  a  different  person  from  Varius,  the  author  of  Thyestes. 
*  The  rural  delight  of  Virgil  is  described  by  himoelf : — 
Rura  mihi  et  rigui  placeant  in  valUbus  amnes  ; 
Flumina  amem,  sylvasque  inglorius.     0  ubi  campi, 
Sperchiusque,  et  virginibus  bacchata  Lactenis 
Taygeta !  0  quis  me  gelidis  sub  montibus  Hsemi 
Sistat,  et  ingenti  ramorum  protegat  umbra  ? 

Geoxg.  il  i85. 
"  Me  may  the  lowly  vales  and  woodland  pleaae 
And  winding  rivers  and  inglorious  ease ; 
O  that  I  wander'd  by  Sperchius*  flood, 
Or  on  Taygetus'  sacved  top  I  stood  ! 
Who  in  cool  H»mus'  vales  my  limbs  will  lay. 
And  in  the  darkest  thioket  hide  from  day  ?" 

Wharton's  VirgiL 
Besides  this  poetical  retreat,  which  his  imagination  could  command  at 
any  time,  Virgil  had  a  real  and  delightful  villa  near  Naples,  where  he 
.composed  his  Georgics,  and  wrote  great  part  of  the  ^neid. 

3  When  Augustus,  or  any  eminent  citizen  distinguished  by  his  public 
merit,  appeared  in  the  theati-e,  the  people  testified  their  joy  by  acclama- 
tions and  unbounded  applause.  It  is  recorded  by  Horace,  that  Maecenas 
received  that  public  honour : — 

__  Datus  in  theatro 

Cum  tibi  plausus, 
Care  Msscenas  eques,  ut  patemi 
Fluminis  ripse,  simul  et  jocosa 
Bedderet  laudes  tibi  Vaticani 

Montis  imago. — Lib.  i.  ode  20. 

[When 
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Even  in  our  own  times,  will  any  man  say  that  Secundus 
Pomponius,^  in  point  of  dignity  or  extent  of  fame,  is  inferior 
to  Bomitius  Afer  ?  ^  As  for  Crispus  and  Marcellus,  who  havp 
been  cited  as  bright  examples,  what  is  there  in  their  eleyation 
to  be  coveted  ]  Is  it  that  they  are  feared  by  numbers,  and 
live  in  fear  themselves  1  That  they  are  daily  courted  for  theiar 
fevours,  and  the  men  who  obtain  their  suit  hate  them  1  That 
they  are  boimd  to  such  a  degree  of  adulation,  as  never  to  be 
thought  by  their  masters  sufl&ciently  servile,  nor  by  the 
people  sufficiently  free  1  And  after  all,  what  is  the  amount 
of  this  boasted  power  of  theirs  1  The  emperor's  freedmein 
commonly  enjoy  as  much.  But  as  Virgil  fiings,  "  Me  let  the 
sweet  Muses  lead  to  their  soft  retreats,  their  living  fountains, 
and  melodious  groves,  where  I  may  dwell  remote  from  care, 
master  of  myself,  and  under  no  necessity  of  doing  every  day 
what  my  heart  condemns.  Let  i?ae  no  more  be  seen  in  the 
wrangling  forum,  a  pale  and  anxious  candidate  for  preca- 
rious fame ;  and  let  neither  the  tumult  of  'visitors  crowding 
to  my  levee,  nor  the  eager  haste  of  officious  freedmen,  disturb 
miy  morning  rest.  Let  me  live  free  from  solicitude,  a  stranger 
to  the  art  of  promising  legacies,^  in  order  to  buy  the  friend- 

When  Virgil  appeared,  the  audience  paid  the  same  compliment  to  a 
man  whose  poetry  adorned  the  Roman  story.  The  letters  from  A^i- 
gustus,  which  are  mentioned  In  this  passage,  have  perished  in  the 
ruins  of  ancient  literature. 

^  Fomponius  Secundus  was  of  consular  rank,  and  an  emiiient  writer 
of  tragedy.     See  Annals,  ii  1?. 

'  Quintilian  makes  hone  arable  mention  of  Domitius  Afer.  He  says, 
when  he  was  a  boy,  the  sp«jejhes  of  that  orator  for  Volusenus  Catulus 
were  held  in  high  estimation.  (Lib.  ±,  1.)  He  adds,  in  another  part  of  the 
same  chapter,  that  Domitius  Afer  and  Julius  Africanus  were,  of  all 
the  orators  who  flounsheil  iu  his  time,  without  comparison  the  best. 
But  Afer  stands  distinguished  by  the  splendour  of  his  diction,  and  the 
rhetorical  art  which  he  has  displayed  in  all  his  compositions.  You 
would  not  scruple  to  rank  him  among  the  ancient  orators.  Afer  died 
m  the  reign  of  Nero,  a.  u.  c.  812,  a.  d.  69.  In  relating  his  death,  Tacitus 
observes,  that  he  raised  himself  by  his  eloquence  to  the  first  civil 
honours;  but  he  does  not  dismiss  him  without  condemning  his  morals. 
(Annals,  xiv.  19.) 

*  We  find  in  the  Annals  and  the  History  of  Tacitus  a  number  of 
instances  to  justify  the  sentiments  of  Matemus.  The  rich  found  it 
necessary  to  bequeath  part  of  their  substance  to  the  prince,  in  order  to 
secure  the  remainder  for  their  families.  For  the  same  reason,  Agricola 
made  Domitian  joint-heir  with  his  wife  and  daughter.  (Life  of  Agri- 
cola,  c.  43.) 
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fihip  of  the  great;  and  when  nature  shall  give  the  signal  to 
retire,  may  I  possess  no  more  than  I  may  bequeath  to  whom 
I  will.     At  my  funeral  let  no  token  of  sorrow  be  seen,  no 

,  pompous  mockery  of  woe.  Crown  me  with  chaplets ;  strew 
flowers  on  my  grave,  and  let  my  friends  erect  no  vain  memo- 

*  rial,  to  tell  where  my  remains  are  lodged." 

14.  Maternus  finished  with  an  air  of  enthusiasm,  that 
8eemed;to  lift  him  above  himself.  In  that  moment,  Vipsta- 
nus  Messala^  entered  the  room.  From  the  attention  that 
appeared  in  every  countenance,  he  concluded  that  some  im- 
portant business  was  the  subject  of  debate.  I  am  afraid,  said 
he,  that  I  break  in  upon  you  at  an  imseasonable  time.  You 
have  some  secret  to  discuss,  or,  perhaps,  a  consultation  upon 
your  hands. — ^Far  from  it,  replied  Secundus ;  I  wish  you  had 

.<jome  sooner.  You  would  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
an  eloquent  discourse  from  our  friend  Aper,  who  has  been 
endeavouring  to  persuade  Maternus  to  dedicate  the  whola 
strength  of  his  genius  and  his  studies  to  the  business  of  the 
forum;  and  an  animated  reply  from  Maternus,  wherein,  as 
became  one  who  was  defending  his  favourite  art,  he  delivered 
himself  with  a  boldness  and  elevation  of  style  more  akin  to 
the  poetical  than  the  oratorical  character. 

It  would  have  afforded  me  infinite  pleasure,  replied  Mes- 
sala,  to  have  been  present  at  a  debate  of  this  kind.  And  I 
cannot  but  express  my  satisfaction,  in  finding^the  most  emi- 
nent orators  of  our  times,  not  confining  their  genius  to  points 
relating  to  their  profession,  but  canvassing  in  their  conver- 
sation such  other  questions  of  taste  and  literature  as  give 
a  very  advantageous  exercise  to  their  faculties,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  furnish  an  entei*tainment  of  the  most  agreeable 
kind,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  those  who  hear  them. 

^  Yipstanus  Messala  commanded  a  legion,  and  at  the  head  of  it  went 
over  to  Vespasian's  party,  in  the  contention  with  Vitellius.  He  was  a 
man  of  illustrious  birth,  and  equal  merit;  the  only  one,  says  Tacitus, 
who  entered  into  that  war  from  motives  of  virtue.  (Hist.  iii.  9.)  He 
was  brother  to  Regulus,  the  vile  informer.  Messala,  we  are  told  by 
Tacitus,  befbre  h*  had  attained  the  senatorian  age,  acquired  great 
fame  by  pleading  the  cause  of  his  profligate  brother  with  extraordinary 
eloquence  and  family  affection.  (Hist.  iv.  42.)  Since  Messala  has  now 
joined  the  company,  the  Dialogue  takes  a  new  turn,  and,  by  an  easy 
and  natural  transition,  slides  into  the  question  concerning  the  causes 
of  ^the  decline  of  eloquence. 
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And  belieye  me,  Seoundus,  the  vorld  receiyed  with  much 
approhation  yoor  histoiy  of  J.  Asiaticus,^  as  an  earnest  that 
jrou  intend  to  publish  more  pieces  of  the  same  nature.  On 
the  other  side,  it  is  observed  with  equal  satisfoction,  that  Aper 
has  not  yet  bid  adieu  to  the  questions  of  the  schools,'^  but 
employs  his  leisure  rather  after  the  example  of  the  modem 
rhetoricians,  than  of  the  ancient  orators.^ 

15.  I  perodve,  returned  Aper,  that  you  continue  to  treatt 
the  modems  with  your  usual  derision  and  contempt;  while 
the  ancients  alone  are  in  full  possession  of  your  esteem^  It 
>is  a  maxim,  indeed,  I  have  frequently  heard  you  advance, 
(and,  allow  me  to  say,  with  much  injustice  to  yourself  and 
ix>  your  brother,)  that  there  is  no  such  thing  in  the  present 
age  as  an  orator.  This  you  are  the  less  scrupulous  to  main- 
tain, as  you  imagine  it  cannot  be  imputed  to  a  spirit  of  envy; 
•since  you  deny  yourself  a  distinction  which  everybody  con- 
cedes to  you. 

I  have  hitherto,  replied  Messala,  found  no  reason  to  change 
my  opinion :  and  1  am  persuaded,  that  neither  Secundus,  nor 
Matemus,  nor  yourself,  Aper,  (whatever  you  may  sometimes 
affect  to  the  contrary,)  think  difierently  from  me.  I  should, 
indeed,  be  glad,  if  I  could  prevail  on  any  of  you  to  investigate 
and  expound  the  causes  of  so  remarkable  a  disparity,  which  I 
•often  seek  to  explore  in  my  own  thoughts.  What  to  some 
appears  a  satigfactory  solution  of  this  phenomenon,  to  me,  I 
> confess,  heightens  the  difficulty:  for  I  find  the  very  same 
•difference  prevails  among  the  Grecian  orators;  and  that  the 

1  This  is  probably  the  same  Asiaticus,  who,  in  the  revolt  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  Gaul,  fought  on  the  side  of  Vindex.  (See  Hist,  ii  94.)  Bio- 
graphy was,  in  that  evil  period,  a  tribute  paid  by  the  friends  of 
.departed  merit,  and  the  only  kind  of  writing  in  which  men  could  dare 
faintly  to  utter  a  sentiment  in  favour  of  virtue  and  public  liberty. 

^  In  the  declamations  of  Seneca  and  Quintilian  we  have  abundant 
examples  of  these  Bcholastic  exercises,  which  Juvenal  has  placed  in  a 
*  Ridiculous  light : — 

Et  nos  ergo  manum  feruls8  subduximus,  et  noa 
Consilium  dedimus  Syllse,  privatua  ut  altum 
.     Dormiret.— Sat.  L  15. 
"  Provoked  by  these  incorrigible  fools, 
I  left  declaiming  in  pedantic  schools ; 
Where,  with  men-boys,  I  strove  to  get  renown. 
Advising  Sylla  to  a  private  gown." — ^Dryden's  Juvenal. 
•  This  is  said  ironically. 
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priest  Nic^teB,^  together  with 'others  of  the  Epheaian  anft 
Mitylenean^  schocils,  who  content  themselves  'with  raising  the 
acclamations  df  their  tasteless  auditors,  deviate  much  further 
ftom  j^chines  or  Demosthenes,  than  Afer  and  Africanus,^  or 
you,  Iny  friends,  :firom  Tully  or  Asinius. 

^'  16.  The  question  you  have  started,  said  Secundua,  is  a 
very  important  one,  and  well  worthy  of  coni^ideration.  But 
who  BO  capable  of  doing  justice  to  it  as  yourself^  who,  besides 

^  *  the  advantages  'df  a  fine  genius  and  greaft  'literature,  have 
■given,  it  seems,  particular  attention  to  this  inquiry. — ^^I  am 

'  .very  willing,  answered  Messala,  to  lay  before  you  my  thoughts 

tipon  the  subject,  provided  you  will  assi^  me  with  yours  as  I 
go  along. — '1  will  engage  for  two  of  us,  rejilied  Matemus : 
Secundus  and  myself  will  spfeak  to  such  points  as  you  shall,  i 
do  not  say  omit,  but  think  proper  to  leave  to  us.  As  for  Apei^ 
you  just  now  informed  us  that  it  is  tusual  with  him  to  diBsent 
"from  you  in  this  matter:  and,  indeed,  I  see  he  is  already  pre- 

►  paring  to  oppose  us,  and  will  not  tamely  bear  to  see  us  thus 

leagued  in  support  of  the  anciedts. 

Undoubtedly,  returned  Aper,  I  shsill  not  suffer  the  modems 
to  be  condemned,  unheard  and  undefended,  by  this  conspiracy 
'of  yours.     But  first  let  me  ask,  who  it  is  you  call  ancients? 

f  "What  age  of  orators  do  you  distinguish  by  that  designation  ?* 

!  .  .The  word  always  suggests  to  me  a  Nestor,  or  a  Ulysses,  mea 
Jwho  lived  about  twelve  hundred  years  since;  whereas  you 
iBeem  to  apply  it  to  Demosthenes  and  Hyperides,  who,  it  is 

^  Nicetes  was  a  native  of  Smyrna^  and  a  rhetorician  in  great  cele- 
brity. Seneca  says  (Controversiarum,  lib.  iv.  26),  that  his  schoIai'Sy 
content  with  hearing  then*  master,  had  no  ambition  to  be  heard  them- 
Belves.  Pliny  the  younger,  among  the  commendations  which  he  be- 
stows on  a  friend,  mentions,  as  a  praiseworthy  part  of  his  character,  that 
he  attended  the  lectures  of  Quintilian  and  Nicetes  Sacerdos,  of  whom 
♦Pliny  himself  was  at  that  time  a  constant  follower.    (Lib.  vL  ep.  6.) 

^  Mitylene  was  the  chief  city  of  the  isle  of  Lesbos,  in  the  JSgean 
Sea,  near  the  coast  of  Asia.  The  place  at  this  day  is  called  Metelin, 
subject  to  the  Turkish  dominion.  Ephesus  was  a  city  of  Jonia,  in  tha 
Lesser  Asia,  now  called  Ajaloue  by  the  Turks,  who  are  masters  of  the 
place. 

^  Domitius  Afer  and  Julius  Africanus  have  been  already  mentioned, 
c.  13,  note.  Both  are  highly  praised  by  Quintilian.  For  Asinius  PoIUo, 
see  c.  12,  note. 

*  Quintilian  puts  the  same  question;  and,  according  to  him,  Demo- 
sthenes is  the  last  of  the  ancients  among  the  Greeks,  as  Cicero  is  among 
*the  Romans.    See  Quintilian,  lib.  viil  5. 
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agreed,  flourished  so  late  as  the  times  of  Philip  and  Alexan- 
der, and,  indeed,  survived  them.  It  appears  from  hence,  that 
there  is  not  much  above  four  hundred  years'  distance  betweea 
our  age  and  that  of  Demosthenes:  an  interval  which,  con- 
sidered with  respect  to  human  duration,  appears,  I  acknow- 
ledge,  extremely  long ;  but  if  compared  with  that  immense 
space  of  time  which  includes  the  several  ages  of  the  world,  i$ 
exceedingly  contracted,  and  seems  almost  but  of  yesterday. 
For  if  it  be  true,  what  Cicero  observes  in  his  treatise  inscribed 
to  Hortensius,  that  the  great  aud  genuine  ye^r  is  that  period 
in  which  the  heavenly  bodies  return  to  the  same  position, 
wherein  they  were  placed  when  they  first  began  th^ir  re^ 
spective  orbits;  and  this  revolution  contains  12,954  of  our 
solar  years;  then  Demosthenes,  this  ancient  Demosthenes  of 
yours,  lived  in  the  same  year,  or  rather  I  might  say,  in  the 
same  month,^  with  ourselves. 

17.  But  to  mention  the  Roman  orators:  I  presume,  it  is 
not  Menenius  Agrippa^  (who  may  with  some  propriety,  indeed, 
be  called  an  ancient,)  you  prefer  to  the  men  of  eloquence 
among  the  modems;    but  Cicero,  CsBsar,^  Ceelius,*  Calvuai, 

^  The  argument  is  this :  If  the  great  year  is  the  measure  of  time; 
then,  as  it  consists,  according  to  Cicero,  of  12,964  solar  years,  the  whole 
being  divided  by  twelve,  every  month  of  the  great  year  would  be 
clearly  1080  yeai*s.  According  to  that  calculation,  Demosthenes  not 
only  lived  in  the  same  year  with  the  persons  engaged  in  the  Dialogue, 
but  within  a  month  of  them.  These  are  the  months  to  which  Yiigil 
alludes  in  the  fourth  Eclogue : — 

Incipient  magni  procedere  menses. 

>  Menenius  Agrippa  was  consul  A.U.  c.  251. 

'  Cfesar  the  dictator  was,  as  the  poet  expresses  it,  graced  with  both 
Minervas.  Quintilian  is  of  opinion,  that  if  he  had  devoted  his  whole 
time  to  the  profession  of  eloquence,  he  would  have  been  the  great 
rival  of  Cicero.  The  energy  of  his  language,  his  strength  of  conception, 
and  his  power  over  the  passions,  were  so  striking,  that  he  may  be  said 
to  have  harangued  with  the  same  spirit  that  he  fought.   (Lib.  x.  1.) 

*  Marcus  Caelius  Rufus,  in  the  judgment  of  Quintilian,  was  an  orator 
of  consider£ft}le  genius.  In  the  conduct  of  a  prosecution  he  was  re- 
markable for  a  certain  lu-banity,  that  gave  a  seci*et  charm  to  his  whole 
speech.  .  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  was  not  a  man  of  better  conduct 
and  longer  life.  (Quint,  lib.  x.  1.)  His  letters  to  Cicero  make  the 
eighth  book  of  the  "  Epistolsa  ad  Familiares."  Velleius  Paterculus  says 
of  him,  that  his  style  of  eloquence  and  his  cast  of  mind  bore  a  resem* 
blance  to  Curio,  but  raised  him  above  that  factious  orator.  His  genius 
for  mischief  and  evil  deeds  was  not  inferior  to  Curio's,  and  his  motives 
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Brutus,^  Asinius,  and  Messala,  to  whom  you  ^ve  this  honour- 
able precedency :  though  why  these  should  be  deemed  ancients 
rather  than  moderns,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  To  instance  in 
Cicero :  he  was  killed,  as  his  freedman  Tiro  informs  us,  on  the 
26th  of  December,  in  the  consulship  of  Hirtius  and  Pansa,^ 
in  which  year  Augustus  and  Pedius  succeeded  them  in  that 
dignity.  Now,  if  we  take  fifty-six  years  for  the  reign  of 
Augustus,  and  add  twenty-three  for  that  of  Tiberius,  about 
four  for  that  of  Caius,  fourteen  a-piece  for  Claudius  and  Nero, 

were  strong  and  urgent,  since  his  fortune  was  worse  than  even  his 
fhutne  of  mind.  (VeU.  Paterc.  lib.  ii.  68.)  Licinius  Macer  Calvus,  we 
are  told  by  Seneca,  maintained  a  long  but  imjust  contention  with 
Cicero  himself  for  the  palm  of  eloquence.  He  was  a  warm  and  vehe- 
ment accuser,  insomuch  that  Vatinius,  though  defended  by  Cicero, 
interrupted  Calvus  in  the  middle  of  his  speech,  and  said  to  the  judges, 
"  Though  this  man  is  eloquent,  does  it  follow  that  I  must  be  con- 
demned?"   (Sen.  Controv.  iii.  19.) 

^  This  was  the  famous  Marcus  Junius  Brutus,  who  stood  forth  in 
the  cause  of  liberty,  and  delivered  his  country  from  the  usurpation  of 
Julius  Caesar.  Cicero  describes  him  in  that  great  tragic  scene,  bran-> 
didiing  his  bloody  dagger,  and  calling  on  Cicero  by  name,  to  tell  hiuk 
that  his  country  was  free.  (Philipp.  ii  28.)  Akenside  has  retouched 
this  passage  with  all  the  colours  of  a  sullime  imagination : — 

**  Look  then  abroad  through  nature,  through  the  range 
Of  planets,  suns,  and  adamantine  spheres. 
Wheeling  unshaken  through  the  void  immense. 
And  speak,  0  man !  does  this  capacious  scene 
With  half  that  kindling  majesty  dilate 
Thy  strong  conception,  as  when  Brutus  rose 
Befulgent  from  the  stroke  of  Caesar's  fate, 
Amid  the  crowd  of  patriots,  and  his  arm 
Aloft  extending,  like  eternal  Jove 
When  guilt  brings  down  the  thunder,  called  aloud 
On  TuUy's  name,  and  shook  his  crimson  steel. 
And  bade  the  Father  of  his  Country  hail ! 
For,  lo !  the  tyrant  prostrate  in  the  diist> 
And  Rome  again  is  free." — Pleasures  of  Imag.  b.  i.  487. 

According  to  Quintilian,  Brutus  was  fitter  for  philosophical  specula- 
tions, and  books  of  mond  theory,  than  for  the  career  of  public  oratory. 
In  the  former  he  was  equal  to  the  weight  and  dignity  of  his  subject : 
you  clearly  saw  that  he  believed  what  he  said.  (Quintil.  lib.  x.  1.) 

'  HirtiuB  and  Pansa  were  consuls  A.tT.c.  711;  before  the  Christian 
eia,  43.  In  this  year,  the  fai]ious  triple  league,  called  the  Triumvirate, 
was  formed  between  Augustus,  Lepidus,  and  Antony.  The  proscrip- 
tion, or  the  list  of  those  who  were  doomed  to  die  for  the  crime  of 
adhering  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  was  also  settled,  and  Cicero  was  ona 
of  the  number* 
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one  for  Galb%  Oibe,  and  Yitellius,  together  with  the  six  that 
Qur  present  ex<»llexit  prince  has  enjoyed  the  empire,  we  shall 
have  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  years^  from-  the  death 
of  Cicero  to  these  times :  a  period  to  which  it  is  not  impos^ 
sible  that  a  man's  life  may  extend.  I  remember,  when  I  was 
in  Britain,  to  have  met  with  an  old  soldier,  who  assured  me, 
he  had  taken  part  in  the  battle  in  which  his  countrymen 
opposed  Csesar's  descent  upon  that  island.^  If  we  suppose 
this  person,  by  being  taken  prisoner,  or  by  any  other  mean% 
to  have  been  brought  to  Rome,  he  might  have  heard  Caesar 
and  Cicero,  and  likewise  any  of  our  contemporaries.  At  the 
last  public  donative,^  you  yourselves  saw  several  of  the  popu- 

^  Between  the  consulship  of  Augustus,,  which  began  immediately 
after  the  destruction  of  Hirtius  and  Pansaf  a.u.c.  711,  and  the  death  of 
that  emperor,  which  was  A..U.O.  767,  fifty-six  years  intervened,  and  to 
the  sixth  of  Vespasian  (a.  u.  o.  828),  about  118  year&  Fojr  the  sake  of  ^ 
round  number,  it  is  called  in  the  Dialogue  a  space  of  120  years. 

'  Julius  Csesar  landed  in  Britain  in  the  years  of  Bome  699  and  700L 
rt  does  not  appear  when  Aper  was  in  Britain ;  it  could  not  be  till  the 
year  of  Bome  796,  when  Aulus  Plautius,  by  order  of  the  emperor 
Claudius,  undertook  the  conquest  of  the  island.  At  that  time,  the 
Briton  who  fought  against  Caesar  must  have  been  far  advanced  in 
years. 

'  A  largess  was  given  to  the  people  in  the  fourth  ye^  of  Vespasian, 
when  Domitian  entered  on  his  second  consulship.  This,  Btotier  says, 
appears  on  a  medal,  with  this  inscription :  Coifo.  u.  Cos.  n.  "  Congia- 
rium  alterum,  Domitiano  consule  secundum.**  The  custom  of  giving 
large  distributions  to  the  people  was  for  many  ages  established  at 
Bome.  Brotier  traces  it  from  Ancus  Martins,  the  fourth  king  of  Bome^ 
when  the  poverty  of  the  people  called  for  relief.  The  like  bounty  was 
distributed  by  the  generals  who  returned  in  Ixiumph.  Luoullus  and 
Julius  Csesar  displayed  on  those  occasions  great  pomp  and  magni> 
ficence.  Com,  wme,  and  oil  were  plentifully  distributed,  and  the 
popularity  acquired  by  those  means  was,  perhaps,  the  ruin  of  the  com- 
monwealth. Csesar  lavished  money,  Augustus  followed  the  example^ 
and  Tiberius  did  the  same,  but  p]x>digality  was  not  his  practice :  hin 
politic  genius  taught  him  all  the  arts  of  governing.  The  bounties  thus 
distributed  were  called,  when  given  to  the  people^  eongiaria,  and,  to 
the  soldiers,  doncUiva.  Whoever  demres  to  form  an  idea  of  the  number 
of  Boman  citizens  who,  at  dififerent  times,  received  laigesses,  and  the 
prodigious  expense  attending  them,  may  see  an  aeoount  drawn  up 
with  diligent  attention  by  Brotier,  in  an  elabcnrate  note  on  this  passage. 
He  begins  with  Julius  Csesar,  and  pursues  the  inquiry  through  &e 
several  successive  emperors,  fixing  the 'date  and  expense  at  every 
period,  as  low  down  as  the  consulship  of  Constaatius  and  Galerins 
Maximianus;  when,  the  empire  being  divided  into  the  Eastern  and 
Western,  its  former  magnificence  was  by  consequence  mnoh  diminished* 
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lace  who  acknowledged  they  had  received  the  same  hounty. 
more  than  onoe  from  ^he  hands  of  Ajigustus.  It  is  evident^ 
therefore,  that  these  people  might  have  been  present  at  the 
pleadings  both  of  Corvinus^  and  Aaiuius:  for  Corvinus  lived 
to  the  middle  of  the.i^eign.  of  Augustufi,  and  Asinius  nearly  to, 
its  close.  Surely^  then,  you  will  not  split  a  oentury,  and  call 
one  orator  an  ancient^  and.  another  a  modem,  when  the  very 
same  person  might  be  an  auditor  of  both ;.  and  thus,  as  it 
were,  render  them,  contemporaries. 

18.  I  have,  made  these  preliminary  remarks  to  show  that 
the.  glory,  whataveor  it  be,  that  accrued  to  the  age  in  which, 
those,  orators  lived,,  is  not  confmed  to  that.  parUcular  period,, 
but  reaches  down  to.the  preseint  time,  and  may  more  properly 
be  said  to  belong  to  us,  than  to  Servius  Galba,^  or  to  Carbo,^ 
and  others  whom  with  good  reason  we  call  ancients.  Of  that 
whole  race  of  orators  I  may  freely,  say,  that  their  manner 
'  cannot  now  be  relished.  The  language  of  these  last  is  coarse, 
and  their  composition  rough,  uncouth,  and  harsh ;  and  I  could/ 
wish  that  your  Calvus,^  your  Cselius,  and  even  Cicdro  himself,, 
had  not  thought  such  models  worthy  of  imitation.  I  mean 
to  speak  my  mind  with  freedom;  but  I  must  premise  that 
eloquence  changes,  ij»  form  and  style  with  the  manners  and. 

'  The  person,  here  called  Gorvinus  was  Corvinus  Mesaala,  who  flou-> 
rsaked  in.  the  reign  o£  Augustus,  at  tlie  same  time  with  Asinius 
Pollia 

'  Servius  Sulpicius  Qalba  was  oonsul  a.  u.  c.  610,  before  the  Christian- 
era  144.  Cicero  says  of  him,  that  he  was,  in  his  day,  an  orator  o£ 
«nunence.  When  he  ^oke  in  publio,  the  natural  energy  of  his  mind 
supported  him,  and  the  warmth  of  his  imagination,  made  him  vehement 
and  pathetic:  his  language  was  animated,  bold,  and  rapid;  but  when 
he  afterwards  took,  his  pen  in  hand  to  correct  and  polish,  the  fit  of< 
enthusiasm  was  over;  his  passions  ebbed  away,  and  the  composition 
was  cold  and  languid.  (De  Claris  Orat.  s.  93.)  Suetonius  says,  that  the 
person  here  intended  was  of  consular  dignity,  and  by  his  eloquence, 
gave  weight  and  lustre  to  his  family.   (Life  of  Qalba,  s.  3.)    - 

'  Caius  Papirius  Carbo  was  consiil  a.  u.  o.  634.  Cicero  wishes  that  ha 
had  proved  himself  as  good  a  citizen  as  he  was  an  orator.  Being 
knp^ched  for  his  turbulent  and  seditious  conduct,  he  did  not  choose 
to  stand  the  evant  of  a  trial,  but  escaped  the  judgment  of  the  senate 
by  a  voluntary  death  His  life  was  spent  in  forensio  causes*  Men  oC 
sense  who  heard  him  have  reported  that  he  was  a  fluent,  animated, 
and  harmonious  speaker;  at  times  pathetic,  always  pleasing,  and 
abounding  with  wit    (De  Claris  Orat^  s.  105.) 

*  Calvus  and  Cselius  have  been  mentioned  already.    See  c;  17,  note* 


416  A  DIALOGUB  [c.  18/ 

the  taste  of  the  age.     Thus  we  find,  that  Gracchus,^  compared  ''^, 

with  tlie  elder  Cato,^  is  full  and  copious;  but,  in  his  turn, 
yields  to  Crassus,^  an  orator  more  polished  ^d  ornate. 
Gicero  rises  superior  to  both;  more  pointed,  more  harmonious 
and  sublime.  Corvinus*  is  considerably  more  smooth  and 
harmonious  in  his  periods,  as  well  as  more  correct  in  hig  \ 

language,  than  Cicero.  I  am  not  considering  which  of  them 
is  most  eloquent  rail  I  endeavour  to  prove  at  present  is,  that 
oratory  does  not  manifest  itself  in  one  uniform  figure,  but 
iis  exhibited  by  those  whom  you  call  ancients  under  a  variety  , 

of  aspects.     However,  it  is  by  no  means  a  just  way  of  rea-  ^ 

soning,  to  infer,  that  one  thing  must  necessarily  be  worse 
than  another,  merely  because  it  is  not  the  same.  Yet  such  is 
the  unaccountable  perversity  of  human  nature,  that  whatever 
has  antiquity  to  boast,  is  sure  to  be  admired,  and  everything  f 

novel  is  certainly  disapproved. 

Can  we  doubt  that^  there  have  been  critics  who  were  better 
pleased  with  Appius  Csecus^  than  with  Catol  Cicero  had  his 
censurers,  who  objected  that  his  style  was  redundant,  turgid^ 

*  Caius  Gracchus  Was  tribune  of  the  people  a.tT.c.  683.    In  that  ^ 
character  he  took  the  popular  side  against  the  patricians;  and,  pur- 
suing tlie  plan  of  the  Agrarian  law  laid  down  by  his  brother,  Tiberlua 
Gracchus,  he  was  able  by  his  eloquence  to  keep  the  city  of  Rome  in 
violent  agitation.    Amidst  the  tumult,  the  senate,  by  a  decree,  ordered 

the  consul,  Lucius  Opimius,  "to  take  care  that  the  commouwealtlr 
received  no  injury;"  and,  says  Cicero,  not  a  single  night  intervened 
before  that  magistrate  put  Gracchus  to  death. 

'  This  is  the  celebrated  Marcus  Fortius  Cato,  commonly  known  hf 
the  name  of  Cato  the  Censor. 

'  Lucius  Licinius  Crassus  is  often  mentioned,  and  always  to  his 
advantage,  by  Cicero,  De  Claris  Oratoribus.    He  was  bom,  as  appears  ^ 

in  that  treatise  (s.  161),  during  the  consulship  of  Lselius  and  Capio,  , 

A.U.  c.  614 :  he  was  contemporary  with  Antonius,  the  celebrated  orator 
and  father  of  Antony  the  triumvir.  Crassus  was  about  four-and-thirty 
years  older  than  Cicero.  When  Philippus  the  consul  showed  himself 
disposed  to  encroach  on  the  privileges  of  the  senate,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  that  body  offered  indignities  to  Licinius  Crassus,  the  orator,  a9 
Cicero  informs  us,  broke  out  in  a  blaze  of  eloquence  against  that  violent 
outrage,  concluding  with  that  remarkable  sentence — *'He  shall  not  be 
a  cofmU  to  me,  to  whom  I  am  not  a  senator." 

*  Messala  Corvinus  is  often  in  this  Dialogue  called  Corvinus  only. 

*  Appius  Claudius  was  censor  in  the  year  of  Rome  442;  dictator, 
465 ;  and  having  at  a  very  advanced  age  lost  his  sight,  he  became 

better  known  by  the  name  of  Appius  Csecus.  > 
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jaever  compressed,  immoderately  self-compkcent,  and  desti-* 
tute  of  Attic  elegance.  We  all  have  read  the  letters  of  Calvua 
and  Brutus  to  your  famous  orator.  In  the  course  of  that 
correspondence,  we  plainly  see  what  was  Cicero's  opinion  of 
those  eminent  men.  The  former  appeared  to  him  cold  and 
languid;  the  latter,  disjointed,  loose,  and  negligent  On  the 
other  hand,  we  know  what  they  thought  in  return:  Calvua 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  Cicero  was  dififtise,  luxuriant  to  a 
fault,  and  florid  without  vigour.  Brutus,  in  express  terms, 
says,  he  was  lengthened  out  into  weakness,  and  wanted  sinew* 
If  you  ask  my  opinion;  each  of  them  had  reason  on  his  side* 

'  But  I  shall  hereafter  examine  them  separately.     At  present) 

I  speak  of  them  in  general  terms. 

19.  The  admirers  of  antiquity  are  agreed,  I  think,  in  ex** 
tending  the  area  of  the  ancients  as  far  as  Cassius  Severus,^ 
whom  they  assert  to  have  been  the  first  that  struck  out  from 
the  plain  and  simple  manner,  which  till  then  prevailed.  Now 
I  affirm  that  he  did  so,  not  from  any  deficiency  in  point  of. 
genius  or  learning,  but  from  his  superior  judgment  and  good 
sense.     He  saw  it  was  necessary  to  accommodate  oratory,  as 

I  I  observed  before,  to  the  different  times  and  tastes  of  the 

audience.  In  early  times,  the  people,  rude  and  unpolished, 
might  well  be  contented  with  the  tedious  length  of  unskilful 
speeches;  and,  indeed,  to  be  able  to  harangue  for  a  whole  day 
together,  was  itself  looked  upon,  at  that  illiterate  period,  as  a 

^  Cassius  Severus  lived  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Augustus,  < 
I*  imd   through  a  considerable  part  of  that  of   Tiberius.     We  read 

i&   Suetonius  (Life  of  Octavius,  s.  56),  that  Cassius  had  the  hardi« 
ness  to  institute  a  prosecution  for  the  crime  of  poisoning  against  < 
I  Asprenas  Nonius,  who  was,  at  the  time,  linked  in  the  closest  friend-  \ 

ship  with  Augustus.      Not    content  with    accusations  against  the 
p  first  men  in  Rome,  he  chose  to  vent  his  malevolence  in  lampoons  and  < 

defamatory  libels,  against  the  most  distinguished  of  both  sexes.    It 
waa  this  Uiat  provoked  Horace  to  declare  war  against  Cassius,  in  an  ; 
ode  (lib.  T.  ode  6),  which  begins,  "  Quid'  immerentes  hospites  vexas,  - 
canis."    See  an  account  of  his  malevolent  spirit,  Annals,  L  72.    He  ' 
was  at  length  condemned  for  his  indiscriminate  abuse,  and  banished 
by  Augustus  to  the  Isle  of  Crete.    But  his  satirical  rage  was  not  to  be 
controlled.    He  continued  in  exile  to  discharge  his  malignity,  till  at .' 
last,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  the  senate  took  cognisance  of  his  guilt, ; 
and  Tiberius  ordered  him  to  be  removed  from  Crete  to  the  Rock  of 
Seriphos,  where  he  languished  in  old  age  and  misery.     (See  Annals,  ' 
iv.  21.    The  period  of  ancient  oratory  ended  about  the  time  when 
CassiuB  began  his  career.    He  was  the  first  of  the  new  school  > 

TAG. — ^YOL.  IL  B  B 
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•talent  worthy  of  admiration.  The  prolix  exordium,  the  cir- 
•Gumstantial  detail,  the  ostentatious  division  of  the  argument 
tinder  different  heads,  the  endless  degrees  of  logical  deduction, 
Mfith  whatever  else  you  may  find  laid  down  among  the  pre- 
45epts  of  those  driest  of  all  writers,  Hermagoras  and  Apollo- 
'dorus,^  were  then  held  in  supreme  honour.  And,  to  complete 
•all,  if  the  orator  had  just  dipped  into  philosophy,  and  could 
.sprinkle  his  harangue  with  some  of  the  trite  maxims  of  that 
.science,  he  was  extolled  to  the  skies.  And  no  wonder 7  for 
these  were  new  and  uncommon  topics  to  them;  indeed  very 
-few  of  the  orators  themselves  had  a,nf  acquaintance  with  the 
.writings  either  of  the  philosophers  or  the  rhetoricians. 

In  the  present  age,  the  tenets  of  philosophy  and  the  pre- 
•cepts  of  rhetoric  are  no  longer  a  secret.  The  lowest  of  our 
•popular  assemblies  are  now,  I  will  not  say  fully  instructed, 
iut  certainly  acquainted  with  the  elements  of  literature.  The 
orator,  by  consequence,  finds  himself  obliged  to  seek  new  awd 
more  subtle  avenues  to  the  heart,  that  he  may  not  offend 
&Btidiou8  ears,  especially  before  a  tribunal  where  the  judge  is 
J30  longer  bound  by  precedent,  but  determines  aecording  to 
•his  mil  and  pleasure ;  not,  as  formerly,  observing  the  niea- 
fiure  of  time  alio  wed.  to  the  advocate,  but  taking  upon  him- 
fielf  to  prescribe  the  limits.  Nor  is  this  all :  &e  judge,  at 
present,  will  not  condescend  to  wait  till  the  orator,  in  his 
-own  way,  opens  his  ease;  but,  of  his  own  authority,  TsmindB 
him  of,  the  point  in  question,  and,  if  he  wanders,  calls  liim 
i>ack  firom  his  digression,  not  without  a  hint  that  the  court 
-wishes  to  despatch. 

20.  Who  at  thi6  time  would  bear  to  hear  an  advocate  in- 
troducing himself  with  a  tedious  preface  about  the  infirmiti® 
of  his  constitution  1  Yet  that  is  the  usual  exordium  of  Corvi- 
Jius.  AVe  have  five  books  against  Verres.^  Who  now  could 

"^  These  two  rhetoricians  flourished  in  the  time  of  Augustus.  Apol- 
lodonis,  we  are  told  by  Quintilian  (iiL  1),  was  the  preceptor  of  Augus- 
tus. He  taught  in  opposition  to  Theodorus  Gadareus,  who  read  lectures 
at  Rhodes,  and  was  attended  by  Tiberius  during  Ids  retreat  in  thftt 
island.  Tlie  two  contending  masters  were  the  founders  of  opposite 
sects,  called  the  Apollodorean  and  Theodorian. 

*  Doctor  Middleton  says,  "  Of  the  seven  excellent  orations  which 
iiow  remain  on  the  subject  of  Verres,  the  first  two  only  were  spoken; 
the  one  called,  *The  Divination;'  the  other,  *  The  first  Action,'  which 
is  nothing  more  than  a  general  preface  to  the  whole  cause.  The  othtfr 
five  were  published  afterwards,  as  they  were  prepared  and  intended  to 
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endure  that  vast  redundance  1  Who  could  listen  to  those  end- 
leas  arguments  upon  points  of  form,  and  cavilling  exceptions,^ 
'which  we  find  in  the  orations  of  the  same  celebrated  advocate 
for  Marcus  Tullius^  and  Aulus  Csscina  ?  Our  modem  judges 
are  able  to  anticipate  the  argument.  Their  quickness  goes 
'before  the  speaker.  If  not  allured  and  biassed  by  the  vivaciiy 
•of  bis  manner,  the  elegance  of  his  sentiments,  and  the  glowing 
colours  of  his  descriptions,  they  soon  grow  weary  of  the  fiat 
dnsipid  discourse.  Even  the  populace  that  come  to  hear  have 
now  a  tastb  that  requires  the  gay,  the  florid,  and  the  brilliant. 
•The  dull  uncouth  style*  of  antiquity  would  now  succeed  as.  iU 
at  the  bar,  as  the  modem  actor  who  should  attempt  to  co|^ 
♦the  deportment  of  Roscius,^  or  Ambivius  Turpio.  Even  tlffi 
young  men  who  are  preparing  for  the  career  of  eloquence, 
•and  for  that  purpose  attend  the  forum  and  the  tribunals  of 
justice,  expect  not  merely  to  hear,  but  to  carry  home  some 
blight  illustration,  some  splendid  passage,  that  deserves  to  foe 
xemembered.     What  has  struck  their  £mcy,  they  communi- 

be  spoken,  if  Yerres  had  made  a  re^lar  defence :  for  as  this  was  the 
only  cause  in  which  Cicero  had  yet  been  engaged,  or  ever  designed  to 
be  engaged,  as  an  aCcaser,  so  he  was  willing  to  leave  those  orations  as 

.  a  specimen  of  his  abilities  in  that  way,  and  the  pattern  of  a  just  and 
diligent  impeachment  of  a  great  and  corrupt  magistrate." — Life  of 

-  Cicero,  vol.  i.  p.  86.  4to  edit. 

'  The  Digest  enumerates  a  multitude  of  rules  conoeming  *' excep- 
tions," to  persons,  things,  the  form  of  the  action,  the  niceties  of  plead- 
ing, and,  as  the  phraae  is,  motions  in  arrest  of  judgment  **  Formula" 
was  the  set  of  words  necessary  to  be  used  in  the  pleadings.  See  the 
Digest,  lib.  xliv.  tit.  1,  "  De  Exceptionibus,  PraBScriptionibus,  et  Prad- 
judioiis.**    See  also  Cujacius,  Observat.  xxiii 

'  The  oration  for  Marcus  Tullius  is  highly  praised  by  Macrobius, 
but  id  not  to  be  found  in  Cicero's  works.  The  oration  for  Aulus 
Csecina  is  still  extant.  The  cause  was  about  the  right  of  succession  to 
a  private  estate,  which  depended  on  a  subtle  point  of  law,  arising  from 
the  interpretation  of  the  praetor's  interdict.  It  shows  Cicero's  exact 
knowledge  and  skill  in  the  civil  law,  and  that  his  public  character  and 

.  employment  gave  no  interruption  to  hi3  usual  diligence  in  pleading 

^  causes.     (Middleton's  Life  of  Cicero,  voL  i  p.  116.  4to  edit.) 

'  BoBcius,  in  the  last  period  of  the  republic,  was  the  comedian, 

.  whom  all  Rome  admired  for  his  talents.    The  great  esteemed  and 

.  loved  him  for  his  morals,    ^sop  the  tragedian  was  his  contemporary. 

..Ambivius  Turpio  acted  in  most  of  Terence's  plays,  and  seems  to 
have  been  a  manager  of  the  theatre.  Cicero,  in  the  ti^tise  "De 
Seoeotute,"  says :  **  He,  who  sat  near  him  in  the  first  rows,  received  the 
greatest  pleasure;  but  still,  t^ose  who  were  at  the  further  end  of  the 
theatre,  were  delighted  with  him." 
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cate  to  each  other :  and  in  their  letters,  the  glittering  thought, 
given  with  sententious  brevity,  the  poetical  allusion  that  en- 
livened the  discourse,  and  the  dazzling  imagery,  are  sure  to  be 
transmitted  to  their  respective  colonies  and  provinces.  The 
ornaments  of  poetic  diction  are  now  required,  not  indeed 
copied  from  the  rude  obsolete  style  of  Accius  and  Pacuvius,^ 
but  embellished  with  the  graces  of  Horace,  Virgil,  and  Lucan.' 
In  compliance  with  the  taste  of  the  age,  our  orators  grow 
every  day  more  polished  and  adorned.  Let  it  not  be  said  that 
their  speeches  are  less  eflfective,  because  they  fall*  pleasingly 
on  the  ears  of  the  judges.  Are  the  temples,  raised  by  our 
modem  architects,  of  a  weaker  structure,  because  they  are 
not  formed  with  shapeless  stones,  but  with  pohshed  marblei 
and  lustrous  gilding  ? 

21,  Shall  I  fairly  own  to  you  the  impression  which  I  gen&» 
tally  receive  from  the  ancient  orators  ?  They  make  me  laugh; 
or  lull  me  to  sleep.  Nor  is  this  the  case  only  when  I  read  the 
orations  of  Canutius,^  Arrius,  Furnius,  Torianus,  and  others  of 
the  same  school,  or  rather,  the  same  infirmary;^  a  lean  and 
bloodless  sickly  race  of  orators,  without  sinew,  colour,  or  pro- 
portion.    But  what  shall  be  said  of  your  admired  Oalvus?^ 

*  Accius  and  Pacuvius  flourished  at  Rome  about  the  middle  of  the 
nzth  century  from  the  foundation  of  the  city. 

'  There  is  in  this  place  a  blunder  of  the  copyists,  which  almost 
tnakes  the  sentence  unintelligible.  Canutius  may  be  the  person  men* 
tioned  by  Suetonius,  De  Claris  Rhetoribus.  Cicero  says  of  Arrius, 
that  he  was  a  striking  proof  of  what  consequence  it  was  at  Rome  to 
be  useful  to  others,  and  always  ready  to  be  subservient  to  their  honour, 
or  to  ward  off  danger.  For,  by  that  assiduity,  Arrius  raised  himself 
from  a  low  beginning  to  wealth  and  honours,  and  was  even  ranked  in 
the  number  of  orators,  though  void  of  learning,  and  without  genius 
or  abilities.  (De  Claris  Orat.  s.  243.)  Fumius  may  be  suppos^,  not 
without  probability,  to  be  the  person  with  whom  Cicero  corresponded. 
(Epist.  ad  Familiares,  lib.  x.  ep.  25,  26.)  With  regard  to  Torianus  we 
are  left  in  the  dark.  The  commentators  offer  various  conjectures;  but 
conjecture  is  often  a  specious  amusement;  the  ingenious  folly  of  men, 
Who  take  pains  to  bewilder  themselves,  and  reason  only  to  show  their 
useless  learning. 

'  The  puny  orators  are  said  to  be  in  an  infirmary,  lik^  sickly  mexi^ 
who  were  nothing  but  skin  and  bone.  These,  says  Cicero,  were  admirers 
of  the  Attic  manner;  but  it  were  to  be  wished  that  they  had  the 
wholesome  blood,  not  merely  the  bones,  of  their  favourite  dedaamers. 
(Cicero,  De  Claris  Oratoribus.) 

*  What  is  here  said  of  Calvus  is  not  confirmed  by  the  judgment  of 
Quintilian.  His  orations,  which  were  extant  at  the  time  of  thift 
Dialogue,  are  now  totally  lost. 
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He,  I  think,  has  left  no  less  than  one-and-twenty  yolumes:  in 
tbe  whole  collection,  there  is  not  more  than  one  or  two  short 
omtions  with  which  I  am  satisfied.  Upon  this  point  there  is 
no  difference  of  opinion.  Who  now  reads  his  declamations 
against  Asitius  or  Drusus?  His  speeches  against  Yatinius  are 
iji:  the  hands  of  the  curious,  particularly  the  second :  for  the 
laoguage  is  elegant;  the  sentiments  are  striking,  and  the  ear 
is  satifi^ed  with  the  roundness  of  the  periods.  In  this  specie 
men  we  see  that  he  had  an  idea  of  just  composition,  but  hi^ 
genius  was  not  equal  to  his  judgment.  What  of  the  orations 
of  Ceelius  1  Though  upon  the^  whole'  defective,  they  are  not 
without  their  beauties.  Some  passages  are  highly  finished*^ 
In  those  we  acknowledge  the  nice  touches  of  modern  ele^ 
gance.  In  general,  however,  the  coarse  expression,  the  halting 
period,  and  the  vulgarity  of  the  sentipients,  have  too  much  of 
the  leaven  of  antiquity;  nor  do  I  think  there  is  any  one  sa 
eooamoured  of  the  ancients  as  to  admire  him  in  that  part  o{ 
bis  character. 

With  regard  to  Julius  Csesar,^  engaged  as  he  was  in  vast 
designs  and  enterprises,  we  may  forgive  him  the  want  of 
that  perfection  which  might,  otherwise,  be  expected  from  so- 
sublime  a  genius.  Brutus,  in  like  manner,  may  be  excused 
on  account  of  his  philosophical  speculations.  Both  he  and. 
Osesar,  in  their  oratorical  attempts,  fell  short  of  themselves. 
Their  warmest  admirers  acknowledge  the  fact,  nor  is  there  an 
instance  to  the  contrary,  unless  there  be  here  and  there  a- 
reader  of  Ceesar's  speech  for  Decius  the  Samnite,^  and  that  of 
Brutus  for  king  Deiotarus,^  and  othei-s  of  the  same  languid  and 
lukewarm  character ;  or  some  one  to  admire  their  verses;  for 
verses  they  both  made,  and  published  too,  I  will  not  say,  with 
more  merit  than  Cicero,  but  certainly  with  better  fortune,  for 
fewer  know  of  their  existence. 

Asinius  too,  though  he  lived  nearer  to  our  own  times,  give? 

^  Here  again  Qumtilian,  that  candid  and  able  judge,  has  given  a 
different  opinion.  Cicero  tells  us,  that  of  all  the  eminent  orators, 
Caesar  was  the  person  who  spoke  the  Latin  language  in  the  greatest 
purity,  and  arrived  at  that  consummate  perfection  by  study,  by  dili- 
gent application,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  all  polite  literature^ 
(De  Claris  Orat.  s.  252.) 

'  Caesar's  speech  for  Decius  the  Samnite,  and  all  his  other  produo* 
tions  (except  the  Commentaries),  are  totally  lost. 

'  This  speech  of  Brutus  is  also  lost  with  his  other  works. 
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me  the  idea  of  one  who  had  studied  among  the  Menenii  and 
Appii ;  he  certainly  imitated  Pacuvius  and  AcciuSy  not  only 
in  his  tragedies,  but  also 'in  his  orations,  so  cold  and  dry  he  icL 
But  the  beauty  of  an  oration,  like  that  of  the  human  body, 
is  then  perfect,  when  the  veins  do  not  project,  nor  can  iiie 
bones  be*  counted ;  but  a  wholesome  blood  fills  the  limbs, 
rises  up  through  the  flesh,  and  mantles  over  the  thews  and 
sinews  with  the  comely  hue  of  health.  I  am  not  willing  to 
disturb  the  memory  of  Corvinus  Messala.  If  he  did  not 
reach  the  graces  of  modem  composition,  the  defect  does  not' 
seem  to  have  sprung  from  choice.  The  vigour  of  his  genius 
^as  not  equal  to  his  judgment. 

22.  I  now  come  to  Cicero,  who  had  the  same  contest  witdr 
tiiose  of  his  own  times,  as  mine,  my  friends,  with  you.  They, 
it  seems,  were  favourers  of  the  ancients ;  whilst  he  preferred 
the  eloquence  of  his  contemporaries:  and,  in  truth,  he  excels- 
iiie  orators  of  his  own  age  in  nothing  more  remarkably  than* 
in  the  solidity  of  his  judgment.  He  was  the  first  who  set  a. 
polish  upon  oratory;  the  .first  who  cultivated  delicacy  of  ex- 
pression, and  the  art  of  composition.  He  introduced  into  hi8> 
discourses  passages  of  lively  colouring,  and  phrases  of  pregnant 
brevity;  particularly  in  his  later  performances,  when  much; 
piactice  and  experience  had  taught  him  a  more  improved 
manner.  But  his  earlier  compositions  are  not  without  the* 
blemishes  of  antiquity.  He  is  tedious  in  his  exordiums,  too 
circumstantial  in  his  narrations,  and  careless  in  retrendiing 
luxuriances*  He  seems  not  easily  affected,  and  is  but  rarely 
fired;  his  periods^  are  seldom  either  properly  rounded,  or 

*  The  words  sententid  and  stvistis  were  technical  terms  with  the 
critics  of  antiquity.  Quintilian  gives  the  distinct  meaning  of  each, 
with  his  usual  precision.  According  to  the  established  usage,  the 
word  sensus  signified  our  ideas  or  conceptions,  as  they  rise  in  the 
mind :  by  serUentia  was  intended  a  proposition,  in  the  close  of  a  period;* 
SD  expressed,  as  to  dart  a  sudden  brilliancy,  for  that  reason  called 
lumen  orationis.  He  says,  these  artificial  omaments,  which  the  ancients 
used  but  sparingly,  were  the  constant  practice  of  the  modern  orators., 
"  Consuetudo  jam  tenuit,  ut  mente  concepta,  sensus  vocaremus;  lumina' 
autem,  prsecipueque  in  clausulis  posita,  senteTiticts,  Quae  minus  crebra 
apud  antiquos,  nostris  temporibus  modo  carent."  (Lib.  viii.  5.)  These 
luminous  sentences,  Quintilian  says,  may  be  -  called  the  ey-es  of  an 
oration;  but  eyes  are  not  to  be  placed  in  every  part,  lest  the  other 
members  should  lose  their  function.  (Ibid.)  As  Cowley  says, — 
"Jewels  at  nose  and  lips  but  ill  appear; 
Bath6r  than  all  things  wit,  let  n^ne  be  there." 
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happily  pointed :  be  has  nothing,  in  fine,  you  would  wish  to^ 
make  your  own.  His  speeches,  like  a  rude  edifice,  have 
strength,  indeed,  and  permanency;,  but  ai'e  destitute  of  that 
elegance  and  splendour  which  are  necessary  to  render  them 
perfectly  agreeable. 

Now  I  would  have  the  orator  be.  like  the  man  of  wealth, 
and  station,  for  whom  it  is  not  enough  that  his  house  will 
keep  out  the  wind  and  the  rain ;  it  must  strike  the  eye,  and 
present  a  pleasing  object  Nor  will  it  suflBLce  that  the  fumi-f 
ture  may  answer  all  domestic  purposes ;.  it  should  have  gold 
and  gems  so  curiously  wrought,  that  they  will  bear  examina^. 
tion,  often  viewed,  and  always  admired.  The  common  uten- 
sils, which  are  either  mean  or  sordid,  should  be  carefully 
removed  out  of  sight.  In  like  manner,  the  true  orator  should 
avoid  the  trite  and  vulgar.  Let  him  reject  the  antiquated 
phrase,  and  whatever  is  covered  with  the  rust  of  time ;  let  hia 
sentiments  be  expressed  with  spirit,  not  in  clumsy,  ill-con- 
structed periods,  like  those  of  a  dull  writer  of  annals ;  let  him 
banish  low,  insipid  raillery,  and  let  him  know  how  to  vary 
the  structure  of  his  periods,  so  as  not  to  end  every  sentence, 
with  the  same  unvaried  cadence.^ 

23.  I  will  not  expose  the  meanness  of  Cicero's  conceits,  such. 
as  his  "wheel  of  Fortime,"^  and  his  punning  on  the  word* 

*  In  order  to  form  a  good  style,  the  sentence  should  always  ba 
closed  with  variety,  strength,  and  harmony.  The  ancient  rhetoricians 
held  this  to  be  so .  essentially  requisite,  that  Quintilian  has  given  it  a 
full  discussion.  That,  he  says,  which  offends  the  ear,  will  not  easily 
gain  admission  to  the  mind.  "Words  should  be  fitted  to  their  places, 
80  that  they  may  aptly  coalesce  with  one  another.  In  building,  the 
most  ill-shapen  stones  may  be  conveniently  fixed ;  and  in  like  manner,, 
a  good  style  must  have  proper  words  in  proper  places,  all  arranged  in 
order,  and  closing  the  sentence  with  grace  and  harmony.  (Quintil. 
lib.  ix.  4.) 

^  The  i^mark  in  this  place  alludes  to  a  passage  in  the  oration  against 
Piso,  where  we  find  a  frivolous  stroke  of  false  wit,  Cicero  reproaches 
Piso  for  his  dissolute  manners,  and  his  scandalous  debauchery.  "Who,** 
he  says,  "in  all  that  time,  saw  you  sober?  Who  beheld  you  doing  any 
one  thing,  worthy  of  a  liberal  mind  ?  Did  you  once  appear  in  public  t 
The  house  of  your  colleague  resounded  with  songs  and  ibinstrels :  ho 
himself  danced  naked  in  the  midst  of  his  wanton  company;  and  while 
he  wheeled  about  with  alacriiy  in  the  circular  motion  of  the  dance,  hQ 
never  once  thought  of  the  whed  of  fortuned  "Quis  te  illis  diebuai 
sobrium,  quis  agentem  aliquid,  quod  esset  libere  dignumi  Quis  denir 
que  in  publioo  vidit?  Cum  collegss  tui  domus  cantu  et  cymbaljs  per- 
sonaret :  cumque  ipse  nadua  in  convivio  aaltaret,  in  quo  ue  turn  quidem^ 
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"  Verres,"^  nor  his  aflFectation  of  concluding  almost  every  other 
period  with,  "  as  it  should  seem,"^  instead  of  pointing  them- 
with  some  luminous  and  sententious  turn..  I  mention  erea 
these  with  reluctance,  and  pass  over  many  others  of  the  sam& 
injudicious  cast.  It  is  singly,  however,  in  little  affectations 
of  this  kind,  that  they  who  are  pleased  to  style  themselves 
ancient  orators  seem  to  admire  and  imitate  him.  I  shall 
content  myself  with  describing  their  characters,  without 
mentioning  their  names:  but  you  are  aware  there  are  cer-^ 
tain  pretendCTS  to  taste  who  prefer  Lucilius^  to  Horace^' 

cum  ilium  suum  sciUatoriwm  versaret  orhem,  forttmce  rotam  pertimesce-' 
bat." — Oratio  in  Pisonem,  prima  pars.  s.  22.  Delph.  edit.  voL  iiL 

*  The  passage  here  alluded  to,  presents  us  with  a  double  pun.  The 
"word  Vetrea  is  the  name  of  a  man,  and  also  signifies  a  boar  pig,  as  we 
read  in  Horace,  "  Verris  obliquum  meditantis  ictum."  (Lib.  iii.  ode 
22.)  The  word  ju8  is  likewise  of  twofold  meaning,  importing  law  and 
aauce,  or  broth;  "tepidumque  ligurierit  jns."  (Lib.  i.  sat  8.)  The 
objection  to  Cicero  is,  that  playing  on  both  the  words,  and  taking 
advantage  of  their  ambiguous  meaning,  he  says  it  could  not  be  matter 
of  wonder  that  the  Verrianjm  was  such  bad  hog-soup.  The  wit  (if  it 
deserves  that  name)  is  mean  enough;  but,  in  justice  to  Cicero,  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  he  himself  calls  it  frigid,  and  says,  that 
the  men  who  in  their  anger  could  be  so  very  facetious  as  to  blamo 
the  priest  who  did  not  sacrifice  such  a  hog  (Verres),  were  idle  and 
ridiculous.  He  adds,  that  he  should  not  descend  to  repeat  such  sayings 
^for  they  were  neither  witty,  nor  worthy  of  notice  in  such  a  cause), 
had  he  not  thought  it  material  to  show,  that  the  iniquity  of  Yerrea 
was,  in  the  mouth  of  the  vulgar,  a  subject  of  ridicule,  and  a  prover- 
bial joke.  **  Hinc  illi  homines  erant,  qui  etiam  ridiculi  inveniebantur 
ex  dolore :  quoinim  alii,  ut  audistis,  negabant  mirandum  esse,  jua  tam 
nequam  esse  Vcrrinum:  alii  etiam  frigidiores  erant;  sedquia  stomacha- 
bantur,  ridiculi  videbantur  esse,  cum  sacerdotem  execrabantur,  qui 
Verrem  tam  nequam  reliquisset.  Quae  ego  non  commemorarem  (neque 
enim  perfacete  dicta,  neque  pon*o  hac  severitate  digna  sunt)  nisi  vos 
id  vellem  recordari,  istius  nequitiam  et  iniquitatem  tum  in  ore  vulgi, 
atque  communibus  proverbiis  esse  versatam.*' — In  Verrem,  lib.  i.  para 
tertia,  s.  121.  , 

'  Quintilian  acknowledges  that  the  words  "esse  videatur"  occur 
frequently  in  Cicero's  Orations.  He  adds,  that  he  knew  several  who 
fancied  that  they  had  performed  wonders  when  they  placed  that  phrase 
in  the  close  of  a  sentence.     (Quintil.  lib.  x.  2.) 

'  The  species  of  composition  called  satire  was  altogether  of  Roman 
growth.  Lucilius  had  the  honour  of  being  the  inventor ;  and  he 
succeeded  so  well,  that  even  in  Quintilian's  time,  his  admirers  pre- 
ferred him  not  only  to  the  writera  who  followed  in  the  same  way,  but 
to  all  poets  of  every  denomination.  (Lib.  x.  1.)  The  great  critic, 
however,  pronounces  judgment  in  favour  of  Horace,  who,  he  says,  is 
more  terse  and  pure;  a  more  acute  observer  of  life,  and  qualified  by 
tiature  to  touch  the  ridicule  of  the  manners  with  the  nicest  hand. 
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and  Lucretius  to  Virgil.;  who  hold  the  eloquence  of  your 
&Tourite  Bassus  or  Nonianus^  in  the  utmost  contempt,  wheu 
^mpared  with  that  of  Sisenna^  or  Varro;^  in  a  word,  who 
despise  the  productions  of  our  modem  rhetoricians,  yet 
ave  in  raptures  with  those  of  Calvus.  We  see  these  men 
prosing  in  the  courts  of  judicature  after  the  manner  of 
tiie  ancients  (as  they  call  it),  till  they  are  deserted  by  the 
whole  audience,  and  are  scarce  supportable  even  to  their 
Tery  clients;  so  dreary  and  squalid  they  are;  so  much  is 
their  boasted  healthy  sobriety  an  evidence  of  a  sickly  habit 
and  valetudinary  abstinence.  No  physician  would  call  that  a 
80und  constitution,  which  requires  constant  care  and  anxiety 
of  mind.  To  be  only  not  indisplosed,  is  but  a  small  acqui- 
fiition;  it  is  spirits,  vivacity,  and  vigour,  that  I  require :  he 
who  can  just  say  that  he  is  well^  and  no  more,  is  not  &r  from 
being  unwelL 

Be  it  then  (as  with  great  ease  it  majr,  and  in  &ct  is)  the 

*  AufidiuB  BasauB  and  Servilius  NonianuB  were  writers  of  history. 

'  Sisenna,  we  are  told  by  Cicero,  was  a  man  of  learning,  well  skillod 
in  the  Eoman  language,  acquainted  with  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
his  country,  and  possessed  of  no  small  share  of  wit;  but  eloquence 
Wfts  not  his  element,  and  his  practice  in  the  forum  was  inconsiderable. 
(See  De  Claris  Oratoribus,  s.  228.)  In  a  subsequent  part  of  the 
«ame  work,  Cicero  says,  that  Sisenna  was  of  opinion,  that  to  use  un- 
Oommon  words  was  the  perfection  of  style.  To  prove  this  he  relates 
a  pleasant  anecdote.  One  Calus  Rufus  carried  on  a  prosecution. 
Stsenna  appeared  for  the  defendant;  and,  to  express  his  contempt  of 
hifi  adversary,  said  that  many  parts  of  the  charge  deserved  to  be  spit 
upon.  For  this  purpose  he  coined  so  strange  a  wokI,  that  the  prosecutor 
implored  the  protection  of  the  judges.  ''I  do  not,"  said  he,  **  imderstand 
Sisenna;  I  am  circumvented ;  I  fear  that  some  snare  is  laid  for  me. 
What  does  he  mean  by  sputatUicat  I  know  that  sputa  is  spittle :  but 
what  is  tUioaf  The  court  laughed  at  the  oddity  of  a  word  so  strangely 
compounded.  *^  Rufio  accusante  Chritilium,  Sisenna  defendens  dmt^ 
quaedam  ejus  tputatUica  esse  crimina.  Turn  Caius  Rufius,  'Circum- 
venior,'  inquit, ' judices,  nisi  subvenitis.  Sisenna  quid  dicat  nesoio ; 
metuo' insidias.  Sputatilica/  quid  est  hoc?  Sputa  quid  sit,  scio;  tUica 
nescio.*  Maximi  risus."  (De  Claris  Oratoribus,  s.  260.)  Whether  this 
was  the  same  Sisenna  who  is  said  in  the  former  quotation  to  have 
been  a  correct  speaker,  does  not  appear  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

*  Varro  was  universally  allowed  to  be  the  most  learned  of  the 
Romans.  He  wrote  on  several  subjects  with  profound  erudition. 
Quintilian  says,  he  was  completely  master  of  the  Latin  language,  and 
thoroughly  conversant  in  the  antiquities  of  Qreece  and  Rome.  His 
works  will  enlarge  our  sphere  of  knowledge,  but  can  add  nothing  to 
doquence;,    (Lib.  z*  1.) 
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glorious  distinotiou  of  yoii,  my  illustrious  friends,  to  ennoble 
our  age  with  the  most  refined  eloquence.  It  is  with  infinite 
flsitisfaotion,  Messala,  I  observe,  that  you  single  out  the  live^ 
liest  models  among  the  ancients  for  your  imitation.  You  too^ 
Matsmus,  and  you,  Secundus,  so  happily  unite  strength  of 
sentiment  with  beauty  of  expression;  such  a  pregnancy  of 
imagination,  such  a  symmetry  of  ordonnance  distinguish  your 
speeches;  so  copious  or  so  concise  is  your  elocution,  as  diffe- 
rent occasions  require;  such  gracefiilness  of  style  and  such- 
lucid  terseness  adorn  and  dignify  your  compositions:  in  a 
word,  so  absolutely  you  command  the  passions  of  your  audi-t 
ence,  and  so  happily  temper  your  own,  that,  however  that 
envy  and  malignity  of  the  present  age  may  withhold  that 
appUuse  which'  is  so  justly  your  due,  posterity  will  surely; 
speak  of  you  as  you  well  deserve., 

24.  As  soon  as  Aper  had  concluded.  You  see,  said  Mater* 
nus,  the  zeal  aiid  ardour  of  our  friend :  in  the  cause  of  the 
moderns,  what  a  torrent  of  eloquence  !  against  the  ancients, 
what  a  fund  of  varied  invective  !  With  what  genius  not 
alone  and  spirit,  but  with  what  erudition  and  art  too  he 
smites  them  with  weapons  borrowed  from  their  own  armoury!' 
And  yet  all  this  vehemence  must  not  deter  you,  Messala, 
from  the  performance  of  your  promise.  We  do  not  want 
a.  formal  defence  of  the.  ancients ;  complimented  as  we  have, 
been  by  Aper,  not  one  of  us  thinks  of  comparing  with  thosa 
whom  he  has  run  down.  He  himself  is  of  the  same  way  of 
thinking,  though,  in  imitation  of  the  ancient  manner  muclt 
practised  by  your  philosophers,^  he  has  thought-  proper  to 
tako  the  wrong  side  of  the  question.  In  answer  to  his  ar- 
gument, we  do  not  desire  you  to  expatiate  in  praise  of  the 
ancients :  their  feme  wants  no  addition.  What  we  request  is, 
an  investigation  of  the  causes  which  have  produced  so  rapid 
a  decline  from  the  flourishing  state  of  genuine  eloquence^ 
I  call  it  rapid,  since,  according  to  Aper's  own  chronology,  the 
period  from  the  death  of  Cicero  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years. 

25.  I  will  pursue  the  plan  you  have  laid  down  to  me, 
returned  Messala.     I  shall  not  enter  into  the  question  with 

^  In  the  Dialogues  of  Plato  and  others  of  the  Academic  school,  the 
ablest  philosophers  ^occasionally  supported  a  wrong  hypothesis,  is 
order  to  provoke  a  thorough  discussion  of  some  important  question. 
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Aper,  (who,  I  think,  is  tiie  i&rst  that  ever  made  it  one,)  whether, 
those  who  flourished  above  a  century  before  us,  can  properly: 
be  styled  ancients.  I  am  not  disposed  to  contend  about 
words:  let  them  be  called  ancients^  or  ancestors,  or  whatever^ 
other  name  he  pleases,  so  it  be  allowed  their  oratory  waar 
superior  to  ours.  I  admit  too,  what  he  just  now  advanced, 
that  there  are  variofis  kinds  of  eloquence  discernible  in  the. 
sam^e  period ;  much  more  in  different  ages.  But  as  among* 
the  Attic  orators  Demosthenes  is  placed  in  the  first  rank, 
then  iEscbines,.  Hyperides  next,  and  after  him  Lysias  and 
Lyourgus^  and  their  SBra  is  on  all  hands  agreed  to  have  been: 
the  prime  season  of  oratory:  so  amongst  us,  Cicero  is  by- 
universal  consent  preferred  to  all  his  contemporaries ;  whilstr 
after  him,  Calvus,  Asinius,  CsBsar,  Caelius,  and  Brutus,  aro 
justly  acknowledged  to  have  excelled  all  our  preceding  oxr 
subsequent  orators.  Nor  is  it  material  that  they  differ  in 
manner,  since  they  agree  in  kind.  Calvus  is  terse;  Asiniufr 
more  flowing  and  harmonious;  brilliancy  of  diotion  is  Caesar's 
characteristic;  caustic  bitterness  is  that  of  Cfielius;  Brutus 
is  earnest;  copiousness,  strength,  and  vehemence  are  the 
predominant  qualities  in  Cicero.  Each  of  them,  however, 
displays  an  equal  soundness  of  eloquence;  so  that  if  you- 
examine  their  works  collectively,  you  may  perceive  a  certain! 
fhmily  likeness  in  their  general  tone  of  thought  and  method^, 
though  variously  modified  according  to  their  respective  pecu- 
liarities of  genius.  That  they  detracted  from  each  other's 
merit,  and  that  there  are  some  remaining  traces  of  mutual 
malignity  in  their  letters,  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  them  as 
orators,  but  as  men.  Calvus,  Asinius,  and  even  Cicero  him- 
self, were  liable,  no  doubt,  to  be  infected  with  envy,  hatred, 
and  other  human  frailties  and  passions.  Brutus  alone  I  ex- 
cept from  all  imputations  of  malignity :  he,  I  am  persuaded^ 
spoke  what  he  thought  in  all  finankness  and  singleness  o£ 
heart ;  for  can  it  be  supposed  that  he  should  envy  Cicero, 
who  does  not  seem  to  have  envied  even  Ceesar  himself?'  As 
to  Galba,^  Lselius,  and  some  others  of  the  ancients,  whom, 
Aper  has  thought  proper  to  condemn,  I  need  not  defend  thenv 

^  S^rdus  Galba  hfus  been  already  mentioned,  c.  18,  note.  Cains 
Lselius  was  consul  A*n;o.  614,  before  the  ChristiBn  era  140.  He  waa 
the  intimate  Mend  of  Scipio,.  and  the  patron  of  Luciliu£r,  the  first 
Roman  satirist.  .: 
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but  am  willing  to  admit  that  they  have  some  defects,  -which 

znust  be  ascribed  to  a  growing  and  yet  immature  eloquence.  > 

26,   After  all,  if  we  must  relinquish  the  nobler  kind  of 
oratory,  and  adopt  some  lower  species,  I  should  certainly 
prefer  the  impetuosity  of  Gracchus,  or  the  ripe  energy  of ! 
Grassus,  to  the  effemii^te  foppery  of  Msecenas,^  or  the  childish '  ' 

jingle  of  Gallic;^  so  much  rather  would  I  see  eloquence  I 

clothed  in  the  most  rude  and  negligent  garb,  than  decked  out  i 

with  false  colours  and  meretricious  ornament.  There  is 
something  in  our  present  manner  of  elocution  which  is  90 
far  from  being  oratorical,  that  it  is  not  even  manly;  and  one 
would  ipagine  our  modern  pleaders,  by  their  dainty  sweet 
phrases,  the  inanity  of  their  tuneful  periods,  and  the  wanton* 
levity  of  their  whole  style,  had  a  view  to  the  stage  in  all. 
their  compositions.     Accordingly,  some  of  them  are  not 

^  The  false  taste  of  MsBcenas  has  been  noted  by  the  poets  and  criticB 
who  flourished  after  his  death.  His  affected  prettinesses  are  compared 
to  the  prim  curls  in  which  women  and  effeminate  men  tricked  out 
their  hair.  Seneca,  who  was  himself  tainted  with  affectation,  has  left 
a  beautiful  epistle  on  the  very  question  that  makes  the  main  subject 
of  the  present  Dialogue.  He  points  out  the  causes  of  the  corrupt 
tftste  that  debauched  the  eloquence  of  those  times,  and  imputes  the 
mischief  to  the  degeneracy  of  the  manners.  Whatever  the  man  was, 
Buch  was  the  orator.  "  Talis  oratio  qualis  vita."  When  ancient  disci- 
pline relaxed,  luxury  succeeded,  and  language  became  delicate, 
brilliant,  spangled  with  conceits.  Simplicity  was  laid  aside,  and  quaint 
expressions  grew  into  fashion.  Boes  the  mind  sink  into  languor,  the 
body  moves  reluctantly.  Is  the  man  softened  into  effeminacy,  you 
see  it  in  his  gait.  Is  he  quick  and  eager,  he  walks  with  alacrity.  The 
powers  of  the  imderstanding  are  affected  in  the  same  manner.  Having 
laid  this  down  as  his  piinciple,  Seneca  proceeds  to  describe  the  soft 
delicacy  of  MaDcenas,  and  he  finds  the  same  vice  in  his  phraseology. 
He  cites  a  number  of  the  lady-like  terms,  which  the  great  patron  of 
letters  considered  as  exquisite  beauties.  In  all  this,  says  he,  we  see 
the  man  who  walked  the  streets  of  Rome  in  his  open  and  flowing  robe. 
fEpist.  cxiv.)  What  he  has  said  of  Maecenas  is  perfectly  just.  The 
fopperies  of  that  celebrated  minister  are  in  this  Dialogue  called  ealO" 
mistri;  an  allusion  borrowed  from  Cicero,  who  praises  the  beautiful 
simplicity  of  Caesar's  Commentaries,  and  says  there  were  men  of  a 
vicious  taste,  who  wanted  to  apply  the  curling-iron,  that  is,  to  intro- 
duce the  glitter  of  conceit  and  antithesis  in  the  place  of  truth  and 
xiature.     (De  Claris  Orat.  s.  262.) 

'  Who  Qallio  was,  is  not  clearly  settled  by  the  commentators. 
Quintilian  (lib.  iii.  1)  makes  mention  of  Gallic,  who  wrote  a  treatise 
of  eloquence ;  and  in  the  Annals  (xv.  78)  we  find  Junius  Gallio,  the 
brother  of  Seneca;  but  whether  either  of  them  is  the  person  here 
intended,  remains  uncertain.  .    . 
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ashamed  to  boast  (which  one  can  scarce  even  mention  with^ 
out  a  blush)  that  their  speeches  are  musical  enough  for  the 
dancer  8  heel  or  the  warbler's  throat.^  It  is  this-depravity  of 
taste  which  has  given  rise  to  the  very  indecent  and  prepofr* 
terous,  though  very  frequent  expression,  that  such  an  orator 
speaks  delicately,  and  such  a  dancer  moves  eloquently.  I  am 
willing  to  admit,  therefore,  that  Cassius  Severus,^  (the  single 
modern  whom  Aper  has  thought  proper  to  name,)  when  com- 
pared to  these  his  degenerate  successors,  may  justly  be  deemed 
an  orator;  though,  it  is  certain,  in  the  greater  part  of  his 
compositions  there  appears  &r  more  strength  than  spirit.  He 
was  the  first  who  neglected  chastity  of  style  and  propriety  of 
method.  Inexpert  in  the  use  of  those  very  weapons  with 
which  he  engaged,  in  his  eagerness  to  attack  he  generally  left 
himself  unguarded ;  and,  to  speak  plainly,  he  wrangled^  but 
did  not  argue.  Nevertheless,  he  is  greatly  superior,  as  I 
observed  before,  in  the  variety  of  his  learnings  the  urbanity 

'  Pliny  declares,  withont  ceremony,  that  he  was  ashamed  of  the 
corrupt  effeminate  style  that  disgraced  the  courts  of  justice,  and  made  \ 
him  think  o(  withdrawing  from  the  forum.  He  calls  it  sing-song,  and 
says  that  nothing  hut  musical  instruments  could  he  added.  (Lib.  i|. 
epist  14.)  The  chief  aim  of  Persius  in  his  first  satire  is  levelled 
against  the  bad  poets  of  his  time,  and  also  the  spurious  orators,  who« 
enervated  their  eloquence  by  antithesis,  far-fetched  metaphors,  and 
points  of  wit,  delivered  with  the  softest  tone  of  voice,  and  ridiculous 
airs  of  affectation. 

Fur  ee,  ait  Pedio:  Pedius  quid?    Crimina  rasis 
Librat  in  antithetis;  doctus  posuisse  figuras 
Laudatur.    Bellum  hoc !  hoc  helium !  an  Romule  ceyesT 
Men'  moveat  quippe,  et,  cantet'si  naufragus,  assem 
Protulerim?    Cantas,  cum  fracta  te  in  trabe  pictum  ' 
Ex  humero  portesf — ^Persius,  SaLi  85.  • 

*' Theft,  says  the  accuser,  to  thy  charge  I  lay, 
O  Pedius.    What  does  gentle  Pedius  say? 
Studious  to  please  the  genius  of  the  times, 
With  periods,  points,  and  tropes,  he  slurs  his  crimes. 
He  lards  with  flourishes  his  long  harangue: 
Tis  fine,  say'st  thou.    What !  to  be  praised  and  hang? 
Effeminate  Roman !  shall  such  stuff  prevail 
To  tickle  thee,  and  make  thee  wag  thy  tail? 
Say,  should  a  shipwrecVd  sailor  sing  his  woe^ 
Wouldst  thou  be  moved  to  pity,  and  bestow 
An  alms  ?    What's  more  prepost'rous  than  to  see 
A  merry  beggar  ?  wit  in  misery !"— Dryden's  Persius. 
^  For  Cassius  Severus,  see  c.  19,  note. 
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of  his  ^wit,  and  tiie  Instintss  of  his  vigour,  to  tLose  who  buc* 
ceeded  him :  not  one  of  whom,  however,  has  Aper  ventured  to 
bring  into  the  field  I  did  imagine,  that  after  having  deoried 
-Asinins,  and  Caelius,  and  Calvus,  he  wonld  have  produced 
another  phalanx  of  orators ;  that  he  would  have  named  several 
jchampions,  or  at  least  an  equal: number,  to  match,  man  by 
onan,  against  Cicero,  Caesar,  and  the  rest  in  succession :  on 
the  contrary,  he  has  distinctly  and  severally  censured  all  the 
ianoients,  while -he  has  ventured  to  commend  the  modems  in 
^general  only.  He  thought,  perhaps^  if  ihe  singled  out  souLe, 
he  should  draw  upon  himself  the  resentment  of  all  the  rest-; 
for  among  the  rhetoricians  of  the  "present  day,  is  there  one 
to  be  found  who  does  not,  in  his  own  opinion,  tower  above 
.Cicero,  though  he  has  the  modesty  to  yield  to  Gahinianus?  ^ 
27.  What  Aper  has  omitted,  I  intend  :to  perform.  I  shall 
produce  his  modems  by  name,  to  the  end  that,  by  placing 
^the  example  before  our  eyes,  we  may  be  able, -more  distinctly, 
to  trace  the  steps  by  which  the  vigoui*  of  ancient  eloquence 
,has  fallen  to  decay.---^atemus  interrupted  him.  To  it  then, 
iie*  said,  and  ftdfil  your  promise.  The  superiority  of  the 
ancients  is  not  in  question.  We  want  no  prodf  of  it.  Upon 
that  point  my  opinion  is  decided.  But  the  causes  of  our 
'  rapid  decline  from  ancient  excellence  remain  to  be  unfolded. 
Ton  have  often  turned  your  thoughts  to  this  subject,  as  you 
told  us  a  little  while  ago,  when  you  certainly  spoke  in  gentler 
terms,  and  with  less  ire  against  the.  eloquence  of  our  day, 
before  Aper  offended  you  by  mauling  your  oratorical  fathers. 
— I  ain  not  at  all  offended,  returned  MessaJa,  with  the  senti- 
ments wljich  Aper  has  advanced;  neither  must  you,  my 
friends,  take  umbrage  if  anything  I  may  say  sounds  harshly 
in  your  ears,  req^iembering  always  that  it  is  an  established 
law  in  debates  of  this  kind,  that  every  man  may,  with  entire 
security,  disclose  his  unreserved  opinion. — Proceed  then,  re- 
plied Matemus,  and  when  you  speak  of  the  ancients,  do  so 
with  th^  ancient  freedom :  from  which  I  suspect  we  have  more 
widely  degenerated  than  even  from  the  ancient  eloquence. 

^  Gabinianus  was  a  teacher  'of  rhetoric  in  the  reign  of  'Vespasian. 
Eusebius,  in  his  Chronicon,  eighth  of  Vespasian,  says  that  Gkibiniax\us, 
a  celebrated  rhetorician,  was  a  teacher  of  eloquence  in  Gaul.  His 
admirers  deemed  him  another  Cicero,  and,  after  him,  all  such  orators 
were  called  **  Cicerones  Gabiniani." 
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28.  Messala  resumed  his  discourse.  The  causes  of  the 
•decay  of  eloquence  are  by  no  means  difBcuit  to  be  traced. 
.They  are,  I  believe,  well  known  to  you,  Matemufi,  to  Se- 
'fcundus,  and  even  to  Aper,  though  I  am  now,  at  your  request, 
iio  expound  what  we  all  feel.  For  is  it  not  obvious  that 
eloquence,  with  the  rest  of  the  "polite  arts,  has  lost  its  former 
'lustre,  not  for  want  of  men,  but  through  the  dissipation  of 
our  young  men,  the  inattention  of  parents,  the  ignorance  of 
those  who  pretend  to  give  instruction,  and  the  total  neglect 
of  ancient  discipline  ?  The  mischief  began  at  Rome,  it  has 
overrun  all  Italy,  and  is  now  spreading  through  the  provinces. 
•You,  however,  know  more  than  I  of  the  state  of  your  pro- 
vinces in  this  respect,  and  therefore  I  shall  confine  myself  to 
those  peculiar  and  indigenous  vices  of  the  capital  which  beset 
our  youth  from  their  birth,  and  gather  more  and  more  upon 
them  through  every  season  of  l^e.  But  before  I  enter  on 
•the  subject,  let  me  premise  a  few  words  on  the  strict  dis- 
'dpline  of  our  ancestors,  in  educating  and  training  up  their 
children.  In  the  first  place  the  son  of  every  fiimily  was  the 
•legitimate  oflfspring  of  a  virtuous  toother.  The  infant,  as 
soon  as  bom,  was  not  consigned  to  the  mean  dwelling  of  a 
^hireling  nurse,  but  was  reared  and  cherished  in  the  bosom  of 
its  mother,  whose  highest  praise  it  was  to  take  care  of  her 
household  affaire,  and  attend  to  her  children:  It  was  cu»- 
.tomary  likewise  for  each  femily  to  choose  some  elderly  female 
Telation  of  approved  conduct,  to  whose  charge  the  children 
were  committed.  In  her  presence  not  one  indecent  word  was 
uttered ;  nothing  was  done  against  propriety  and  good  manners. 
The  hours  of  study  and  serious  employment  were  settled  by 
her  direction;  and  not  only  so,  but  even  the  diversions  of 
the  children  were  conducted  with  modest  reserve  and  sanctity 
of  manners.  Thus  it  was  that  Cornelia,^  the  mother  of  the 
Gracchi,  superintended  the  education  of  her  illustiious  issue. 

^  Cornelia,  the  mother  of  the  two  Gracchi,  was  daughter  to  the  first 
Scipio  Africanus.  "The  sons^"  Quintilian  says,**  owed  much  of  their 
eloquence  to*  the  care  and  institutions  of  their  .mother,  whose  taste 
and  learning  were  fully  displayed  in  her  letters,  wkieh  were  then  in 
the  hands  of  the  public."  (Quint,  lib.  i.  1.)  .To  the  same  effect 
Cicero,  De  Claris  Orat.  s.  104.  Again, 'Cicero  sa}^,  "We  have  read 
the  letters  of  Cornelia,  the  mother  of  the  Qmcdii,  from  which  it 
appears,  that  the  sons  were  educated,  not  so  much  in  the  lap  of 
.t&eir  mother,  as  her  conversation."    (Ibid.  s.  211.)    Pliny  the  elder 
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It  was  thus  that  Aurelia  trained  up  Julius  Csesar;  and  thus 
Atia  formed  the  mind  of  Augustus.  The  consequence  of  this 
regular  discipline  was,  that  the  young  mind,  whole  and  sound, 
and  unwarped  by  irregular  passions,  received  the  elements 
of  the  liberal  arts  with  hearty  avidity.  Whatever  was  the 
peculiar  bias,  whether  to  the  military  art,  the  study  of  the 
laws,  or  the  profession  of  eloquenoe,  that  engrossed  the  whole 
attention,  that  was  imbibed  thoroughly  and  totally. 

29.  In  the  present  age  what  is  our  practice?  The  in&at 
is  committed  to  a  Greek  chambermaid,  and  a  slave  or  two, 
chosen  for  the  purpose,  generally  the  worst  of  the  whole 
household  train,  and  unfit  for  any  office  of  trust^  From  th6 
idle  tales  and  gross  absurdities  of.  these  people,  the  tender 
and  uninstructed  mind  is  suffered  to  receive  its  earliest  im« 

Eressions.  Throughout  the  house  not  one  servant  cares  what 
e  says  or  does  in  the  presence  of  his  young  master;^  and 
indeed,  how  should  it  be  otherwise)  since  the  parents  them^ 
selves  are  so  £ajr  from  training  their  young  families  to  virtue 
,  and  modesty,  that  they  set  them  the  first  examples  of  luxuiy 
and  licentiousness.     Thus  our  youth  gradually  acquire  a  coo* 

informs  us  that  a  statue  was  erected  to  her  memory,  though  Cato  the 
Censor  declaimed  against  showing  so  much  honour  to  women,  even  in 
the  provinces.  But  with  all  his  vehemence  he  could  not  prevent  it  in 
the  city  of  Rome.  (Pliny,  lib.  zxziv.  14.) 

^  Quintilian  thinks  the  first  elements  of  education  so  highly  material, 
•  that  he  has  two  long  chapters  on  the  subject.    He  requires,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  language  of  the  nurses  should  be  pure  and  correct. 
Their  manners  are  of  great  importance,  but,  he  adds,  let  them  speak 
with  propriety.    It  is  to  them  that  the  infant  first  attends ;  he  listens^ 
and  endeavours  to  imitate  them.     The  first  colour  imbibed  by  yaiii 
or  thread  is  sure  to  last.    What  is  bad  generally  adheres  tenaciously* 
Let  the  child,  therefore,  not  learn  in  his  infancy  what  he  must  aitev* 
wards  take  pains  to  imlearn. 
'  Juvenal  has  one  entire  satire  on  the  subject  of  education:-— <• 
Nil  dictu  f  oedum  visuque  hseo  limina  taagat, 
Intra  quae  puer  est.   ,Procul  hino,  procul  inde  puellss 
Lenonum,  et^cantus  pemoctantis  parasiti. 
Maxima  debetur  puero  reverentia. — Ba,t  ziv.  44« 

*'  Suffer  no  lewdness,  no  indecent  speech. 
The  apartment  of  the  tender  youth  to  reach. 
Far  be  from  thence  the  glutton  parasite. 
Who  sings  his  drunken  catches  all  the  night. 
Boys  from  their  parents  may  this  reverence  claim.'' 

Diyden'a  JuvenaL 
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jSrxaed  habit  of  impudence,  and  a  total  disr^ard  of  that 
reverence  they  owe  both  to  themselves  and  to  oth^s.  To  say 
truth,  it  seems  as  if  a  fondness  for  horses,  actors,  and  gladi** 
ators,^  the  peculiar  and  distinguishing  folly  of  this  our  city, 
was  impressed  upon  them  even  in  ihe  womb :  and  when  once : 
B,  passion  of  this  contemptible  sort  has  seized  and  engaged 
ihe  pund,  what  opening  is  there  left  for  the  noble  arts?  Whd 
talks  of  anything  else  in  our  houses]   It  we  enter  the  schools, 
what  other  subjects  of  conversation  do  we  hear  among  the  boys  1 
The  preceptors  themselves  choose  no  other  topic  more  fre« ' 
quently  to  entertain  their  hearers;  for  it  is  not  by  establishing  ; 
a  strict  discipline,  or  by  giving  proofs  of  their  genius,  that 
t2iis  order  of  men  gain  pupils,  but  by  fawning  and  flattery. 
Not  to  mention  how  ill-instructed  our  youth  are  in  the  very 

^  The  rage  of  the  Bomans  for  the  Aversions  of  the  theatre,  and 
public  spectacles  of  every  kind,  is  often  mentioned  by  Horace,  Juvenal^ 
and  other  writers  under  the  emperors.  Seneca  says,  that,  at  one  time, 
three  ways  were  wanted  to  as  many  different  theatres :  **  tri^iis  eodem 
tempore  theatris  vise  postulantur."  And  again.  The  most  illustriouB  of 
the  Roman  youth  are  no  better  than  slaves  to  the  pantomimic  per- 
formers :  "  Ostendam  nobilissimos  juvenes  mancipia  pantomimorum."  . 
(Epist.  47.)  It  was  for  this  reason  that  Petronius  lavs  it  down  as  a  rule 
to  be  observed  by  the  young  student,  never  to  list  himself  in  the 
parties  and  factions  of  the  theatre : — 

Neve  plausor  in  scena 
Sedeat  redemptus,  histrionisd  addictus* 

It  is  well  known,  that  theatrical  parties  distlracted  the  Boman  citizens, 
and  rose  almost  to  frenzy.  They  -were  distinguished  by  the  green 
and  hltte,  Caligula,  as  we  read  in  Suetonius,  attached  hixnself  to  the 
lermer,  and  was  so  fond  of  the  charioteers,  who  wore  green  liveries, 
that  he  lived  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  stables,  where  their  horses 
were  kept.  *'  Prasinn  factioni  ita  addictus  et  deditus,  ut  coenaret  in 
stabulo  assidue  et  maneret"  (Life  of  Caligula,  s.  55.)  Montesquieu 
reckons  such  party  divisions  among  the  causes  that  wrought  the 
downfall  of  the  empire.  **  Constantinople,"  he  says,  "  was  split  into 
two  factions,  the  green  and  the  blue,  which  owed  their  origin  to  the 
inclination  of  the  people  to  favour  one  set  of  charioteers  in  the  circus 
nether  than  another.  These  two  parties  raged  in  every  city  throughout 
the  empire,  and  their  fury  rose  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants. Justinian  favoured  the  blues,  who  became  so  elate  with 
pride,  that  they  trampled  on  the  laws.  All  ties  of  friendship,  all  ' 
natural  affection,  and  all  relative  duties  were  extinguished.  Whole 
families  were  destroyed;  and  the  empire  was  a  scene  of  anarchy  and 
wild  contention.  He  who  felt  himself  capable  of  the  most  atrocious 
•deeds,  declared  himself  a  blue,  and  the  greens  were  massacred  with 
impunity."— Montesquieu,  Grandeur  et  Decadence  des  Romains,  ch.  zz. 
TAa — ^VOL.  II.  F  F 
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dements  of  literature,  sufiScient  pains  are  by  no  means  token 
in  bringing  them  acquainted  with  the  best  authors,  or  in 
^ving  them  a  proper  notion  of  history,  together  with  aknow* 
ledge  of  men  and  things.  The  whole  that  seems  to  be  con- 
sidered in  their  education  is,  to  find  out  a  person  for  them 
called  a  rhetorician.  I  will  presently  give  you  some  account 
of  the  introduction  of  this  profession  at  Borne,  and  show  you 
with  what  contempt  it  was  received  by  our  ancestors. 

.  30.  At  present  I  must  advert  to  that  scheme  of  discipline 
which  the  ancient  orators  practised.  Their  imwearied  dili- 
gence, then:  habits  of  meditation,  and  their  constant  exercises 
in  every  branch  of  study,  are  au^ly  displayed  in  their  own 
writings.  The  treatise  of  Cicero,  called  ''Brutus,''^  is  in  all 
our  hands.  In  the  latter  part  of  that  work,  (the  former  part 
is  employed  in  commemorating  the  ancient  orators,)  he  gives 
a  sketch  of  the  several  progressive  steps  by  which  he  formed 
his  eloquence.  He  there  acquaints  us,  that  he  studied  the 
civil  law  under  Q.  Mucins;^  that  he  was  instructed  in  the 
s^eral  branches  of  philosophy  by  Philo^  the  Academic,  and 
I)iodoruB  the  Stoic;  that,  not  satisfied  with  attending  the  ko- 
tijffes  of  those  eminent  masters,  of  whom  there  were  at  that 

^  This  is  the  treatise  or  history  of  the  most  eminent  orators  (Do 
Claris  Oratoribus),  which  has  been  so  often  cited  in  the  course  of  these 
notes.  It  is  also  entitled  **  Bnxtns,"  a  work  replete  with  the  soundest- 
criticism,  and  by  its  variety  and  elegance  always  chanmag. 

'  Quintus  Mucins  Scsevola  was  the  great  lawyer  of  his  tima  Cicero 
draws  a  comparison  between  him  and  Crassus.  They  were  both 
engaged,  on  opposite  sides,  in  a  cause  before  the  oenivmviri,  Craflsna 
proved  himself  the  best  lawyer  among  the*  orators  of  that  day,  and 
Sc»Tola  the  most  eloquent  of  the  lawyers!  (De  Claris  Orat.  s.  K5.) 
During  the  consulship  of  Sylla,  ▲.  n.  o.  666,  Cicero  being  then  in  thfr 
nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  wiahiag  to  acquire  a  con^tetent  know- 
ledge of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  aitadiied  himself  to  Muduff 
Sosevola,  who  did  not  undertake  the  task  of  instructing  pupils,  but,  by 
conversing  freely  with  all  who  consulted  hin^  gave  a  £ur  opportunilT 
to  those  who  thirsted  after  knowledge.  (Ibid.  s.  306.) 

^  Fhilo  was  a  leading  philosopher  of  the  Academic  school.  To  avoid, 
the  fury  of  Mithridates,  who  waged  a  long  war  with  the  Romans,  ha- 
fled  from  Athens,  and,  with  soma  of  the  most  eminent  of  his  feUo^n^ 
citizens,  repaired  to  Rome.  Cicero  was  struck  with  his  philoeophy,^ 
and  became  his  pupiL  (De  Qaris  Orat.  s.  306.)  Cicero  adds,  that  he- 
gave  board  and  lodging,  at  his  own  house,  to  Diodotus  the  Stoic,  SEnd,. 
under  that  master,  employed  himself  in  various  branches  of  Uteratuc^ 
but  particularly  in  the  study  of  logic,  which  may  be  eonaidsred  as 
a  mode  of  eloquence,  contracted,  close,  and  nerroua.  (IludLB.  309.) 
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time  great  numbers  in  Rome,  he  made  a  voyage  into  Oreece 
and  Asia,^  in  order  to  enlarge  his  knowledge,  and  embrace 
the  whole  circle  of  the  soienoes.  Accordingly  he  appears  -by 
his  writings  to  have  been  familiar  with  geometry,  music, 
grammar,  and  every  liberal  art.  He  was  versed  in  the  sub- 
tleties of  ethics,  and  the  practical  lore  of  moral  philosophy. 
He  had  studied  the  operations  of  nature,  and  explored  the 
causes  of  her  phenomena.  And  thus  it  was,  my  worthy 
fiiends,  that  from  deep  learning  and  the  confluence  of  many 
arts  and  universal  science,  that  overflowing  and  exuberant 
eloquence  derived  its  strength  and  fulness.  For  it  is  not 
with  the  oratorical  power  and  faculty  as  with  others,  which 
aire  exercised  within  certain  precise  and  determinate  limits: 
on  the  contrary,  he  alone  can  justly  be  deemed  an  orator, 
■who  can  speak  on  every  subject  gracefully,  ornately,  and  per- 
suasively, in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  his  subject,, 
and  with  pleasure  to  his  hearers. 

31.  So  thought  those  renowned  orators  of  old.  In  order, 
however,  to  attain  these  eminent  qualifications,  they  did  not 

^  Cicero  gives  an  account  oT  hk  travels,  which  he  undertook 
after  having  employed  two  years  in  the  business  of  the  forum,  where 
he  gained  an  eaiiy  reputation.  At  Athens  he  passed  six  months  with 
Antiochus,  the  principal  philosopher  of  the  Old  Academy,  and,  under 
the  direction  of  that  able  master,  resumed  those  abstract  speculations 
which  he  had  cultivated  from  his  earliest  youth.  Nor  did  he  neglect 
his  rhetorical  exercises.  In  that  pursuit  he  was  assisted  by  Demetrius 
the  Syrian,  who  was  allowed  to  be  a  skilful  preceptor.  He  passed 
from  Greece  into  Asia;  and,  in  the  course  of  his  travels  through  that 
coimtry,  he  lived  in  constant  intercourse  with  Menippus  of  Stratonica,  a 
man  eminent  for  his  learning ;  who,  if  to  be  neither  frivolous  nor  unin- 
telligible is  the  character  of  Attic  eloquence,  might  faii*ly  be  called  a  dis- 
ciple of  that  school.  He  met  with  many  other  professors  of  rhetoric, 
such  as  Dionysius  of  Magnesia,  JSschylus  of  Cnidos,  and  Xenocles  of 
Adramyttium ;  but,not  content  with  their  assistance,  he  went  to  Rhodes^ 
and  renewed  his  friendship  with  Molo,  whom  he  had  heard  at  Rome, 
and  knew  to  be  an  able  pleader  in  real  causes;  a  fine  writer,  and 
a  judicious  critic,  who  could,  with  a  just  discernment  of  the  beauties  as- 
well  as  the  faults  of  a  composition,  point  out  the  road  to  excellence, 
and  improve  the  taste  of  his  scholars.  In  his  attention  to  the  Roman 
o]»tor,  the  point  he  aimed  at  (Cicero  will  not  say  that  he  succeeded) 
was,  to  lop  away  superfluous  branches,  and  confine  within  its  proper 
channel  a  stream  of  eloquence,  too  apt  to  swell  above  all  bounds,  and 
overflow  its  banks..  After  two  years  thus  spent  in  the  pursuit  of  know- 
ledge and  improvement  in  his  oratorical  profession,  Cicero  returned  to 
Rome  almost  a  new  man.  (De  Claris  Orat.  s.  315,  316.) 

ff2 
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think  it  necessary  to  declaim  in  the  schools/  and  to  ezei*cise 
their  tongues  and  their  voices  alone  upon  fictitious  contro- 
versies,  remote  from  all  reality;  but  rather  to  fill  their  minds 
"with  such  studies  as  concern  life  and  manners,  as  treat  of 
moral  good  and  evil,  of  justice  and  injustice,  of  the  decent 
and  the  unbecoming  in  actions,  because  these  constitute  the 
subject  matter  of  the  orator;  for  in  the  courts  of  law  we 
generally  descant  on  equity ;  in  deliberations,  on  moral  recti- 
tude; whilst  yet  these  two  branches  are  not  so  absolutely 
distinct,  but  that  they  are  frequently  blended  with  each 
other.  Now'  it  is  impossible  to  speak  on  such  topics  with 
fulness,  variety,  and  elegance,  unless  the  orator  is  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  human  nature ;  unless  he  understands 
the  power  and  extent  of  moral  duties,  the  perversity  of  vice, 
and  other  things  besides,  which  do  not  partake  either  of  vibe 
or  virtue. 

From  the  same  source,  likewise,  he  must  derive  his  in- 
fluence over  the  passions.  He  who  knows  the  nature  of 
indignation,  will  be  able  to  kindle  or  allay  that  passion  in  the 
breast '  of  the  judge ;  and  the  advocate  who  has  considered 
the  effect  of  compassion,  and  fix)m  what  secret  springs  it 

^  Quihtilian,  as  well  as  Seneca,  has  left  a  collection  of  school-decla- 
mations, but  he  has  given  his  opinion  of  all  such  performances.  They 
are  mere  imitation,  and,  by  consequence,  have  not  the  force  and  spirit 
which  a  real  cause  inspires.  In  public  harangues  the  subject  is 
foimdedin  reality;  in  declamations  all  is  fiction.  (Lib.  x.  2.)  Petronius 
has  given  a  lively  description  of  the  rhetoricians  of  his  time.  The 
consequence,  he  says,  of  their  turgid  style,  and  the  pompous  swell  of 
sounding  periods,  has  ever  been  the  same :  when  their  scholars  enter 
the  forum,  they  look  as  if  they  were  transported  into  a  new  world. 
The  teachers  of  rhetoric  have  been  the  bane  of  all  true  eloquence. 
(Petron.  in  Satyrico,  c.  1,  2.)  That  gay  writer,  who  passed  his  days  in 
luxury  and  voluptuous  pleasures  (see  his  character.  Annals,  xvi  18), 
was,  amidst  all  his  dissipation,  a  man  of  learning,  and,  at  intervale^ 
of  deep  reflection.  He  knew  the  value  of  true  philosophy,  and,  there- 
fore, directs  the  young  orator  to  the  Socratic  school,  and  to  that  plan 
of  education  which  we  have  before  us  in  the  present  Dialogue.  He 
bids  his  scholar  begin  vnth  Homer,  and  there  drmk  deep  of  the  Herian 
spring':  after  that,  he  recommends  the  moral  system ;  and,  when  hiB 
mind  is  thus  enlarged,  he  allows  him  to  wield  the  arms  of  Demos- 
thenes. 

Det  primos  versibus  annos, 
Maeoniumque  bibat  felici  pectore  fontem : 
Mox  et  Socratico  plenus  grege  mutet  habenas 
[       Liber,  et  ingentis  quatiat  Demosthenis  arma. 
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fl6ws,  will  best  know  how  to  soften  the  mind,  and  melt  it  into 
tenderness.  It  i9  by  these  secrets  of  his  art  that  the  orator 
gains  his  inflaence.  Whether  he  has  to  do  with  the  preju- 
diced, the  angry,  the  envious,  the  melancholy,  or  the  timid, 
he  can  bridle  their  various  passions,  and  hold  the  reins  in  his 
own  hand.  According  to  the  disposition  of  each,  he  will 
apply  his  skill,  and  modify  his  speech,  having  the  needful 
applianc'es  in  readiness  for  every  occasion.  Some  there  are 
who  like  best  that  close  mode  of  oratory,  which  in  a  laconic 
manner  states  the  facts,  and  forms  an  immediate  conclusion ; 
in  that  case,  it  is  obvious  how  necessary  it  is  to  be  a  com- 
plete master  of  the  rules  of  logic.  Others  admire  a  more 
diflfuse  and  level  style,  illustrated  by  images  drawn  from 
common  observation :  towards  moving  such  hearers  the  Peri- 
patetic^ writers  will*  give  him  some  assistance;  and  indeed 
they  will,  in  general,  supply  him  with  many  useful  hints  in  all 
the  diflferent  metho'ds  of  popular  address.     The  Academics  ^ 

^  Cicero  has  left  a  book,  entitled  "  Topica,**  in  whicli  he  treats  at 
large  of  the  method  of  finding  proper  arguments.  This,  he  observes, 
was  executed  by  Aristotle,  whom  he  pronounces  the  great  master  both 
cf  invention  and  judgment  (Ciceronis  Topica,  s.  6.)  .  The  sources 
from  which  arguments  may  be  drawn  are  called  loci  commimeSf  common 
places.  To  supply  the  orator  with  ample  materials,  and  to  render  him 
copious  on  every  subject,  was  the  design  of  the  Greek  preceptor,  and 
for  that  purpose  he  gave  his  topica.  (Cicero,  De  Oratore.)  Aristotle 
was  the  most  eminent  of  Plato's  scholars :  he  retired  to  a  gynmasium, 
or  place  of  exercise,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Athens,  called  the  Lyceum, 
where,  from  a  custom  which  he  and  his  followers  observed,  of  dis- 
cussing points  of  philosophy  as  they  walked  in  the  porticos  of  the 
place,  they  obtained  the  name  of  Peripatetics,  or  the  walking  philoso- 
phers. (See  Middleton's  Life  of  Cicero,  vol.  ii.  p.  537,  4to  edit.) 

*  The  Academic  sect  derived  its  origin  from  Socrates,  and  its  name 
from  a  celebrated  gymnasium,  or  ])lace  of  exercise,  in  the  suburbs  of 
Athens,  called  the  Academy,  after  Academus,  who  possessed  it  in  the 
time  of  the  Tyndaridse.  It  was  afterwards  purchased,  and  dedicated  to 
the  public,  for  the  convenience  of  walks  and  exercises  for  the  citizens 
of  Athens.  It  was  gradually  improved  with  plantations,  groves,  and 
porticos  for  the  particular  use  of  the  professors  or  masters  of  the 
Academic  school,  where  several  of  them  are  said  to  have  spent  their 
lives,  and  to  have  resided  so  strictly,  as  scarce  ever  to  have  come 
within  the  city.  (See  Middleton's  Life  of  Cicero,  4to  edit.  vol.  iL  p.  536.) 
Plato  and  his  followers  continued  to  reside  in  the  porticos  of  the 
Academy.    They  chose 

"  The  green  retreats 

Of  Academus,  and  the  thymy  vale, 

Where,  oft  enchanted  with  Socratic  sounds, 

nissus  pure  devolved  his  tuneful  stream 

In  gentie  murmurs." — ^Akenside,  Pleas,  of  Imag.  [For 
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will  inspire  him  with  a  becoming  warmth:  Plato  will  give 
him  loftiness,  Xenophon  suavity.  Even  the  exclamatoiiy 
manner  of  Epicurus,^  or  Metrodorus,  may  be  found,  in  some 
circumstances,  not  altogether  unserviceable.  For  take  note 
that  I  am  not  laying  down  rules  for  building  up  an  imaginary 
wise  man,  or  a  city  of  the  Stoics,  but  for  accomplishing  one  who 
ought  not  to  confine  his  attention  to  any  one  sect,  but  gather 
freely  from  all.  Accordingly,  the  ancient  orators  not  only 
studied  the  civil  laws,  but  also  grammar,  poetry,  music,  and 
geometry.  Indeed,  there  are  few  causes  (perhaps  I  might 
justly  say  there  are  none)  wherein  a  skill  in  the  first  is 
not  absolutely  necessary ;  and  there  are  many  in  which  an 
acquaintance  with  the  last-mentioned  sciences  is  highly 
requisite. 

32.  Let  no  one  object  to  me  that  "  eloquence  is  the  single 

For  dexterity  in  argument,  the  orator  is  referred  to  this  school,  for  the 
reason  given  by  Quintilian,  who  says  that  the  custom  of  supporting  an 
argument  on  either  side  of  the  question,  approaches  nearest  to  the 
orator's  practice  in  forensic  causes.  (Lib.  xii.  2.)  Quintilian  assures  us 
that  we  are  indebted  to  the  Academic  philosophy  for  the  ablest  orators, 
and  it  is  to  that  school  that  Horace  sends  his  poet  for  instruction : — 

Kem  tibi  Socraticse  poterunt  ostendere  chartse, 

Verbaque  provisam  rem  non  invita  sequentui*. — ^Ars  Poet.  310. 

"  Good  sense,  that  fountain  of  the  muse's  art, 
Let  the  rich  page  of  Socrates  impart ; 
And  if  the  mind  with  clear  conception  glow, 
The  willmg  words  in  just  expressions  flow." — ^Francis's  Horace. 

*  Epicurus  made  frequent  use  of  the  rhetorical  figtore  called  excla- 
mation ;  and  in  his  l^e,  by  Diogenes  Laertius,  we  find  a  yaiiety  of 
instances.  It  is  for  that  manner  of  giving,  animation  to  a  discourse 
that  Epicurus  is  mentioned  in  the  Dialogue.  For  the  rest,  Quintilian 
tells  us  what  to  think  of  him.  Epicurus,  he  says,  dismisses  the  orator 
from  his  school,  since  he  advises  his  pupU  to  pay  no  regard  to  science 
or  to  method.  (Lib.  xii.  2.)  Metrodorus  was  the  favourite  disciple 
of  Epicurus.  Brotier  says  that  a  statue  of  the  master  and  the 
scholar,  with  their  heads,  joined  together,  was  found  at  Borne  in  the 
year  1743. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  except  the  Stoics,  who,  without  aiming  at 
elegance  of  language,  argued  closely  and  with  vigour,  Quintilian  pro- 
scribes the  remaining  sects  of  philosophers.  Aristippus,  he  says, 
placed  his  summum  bonum  in  bodily  pleasure,  and  therefore  could  be 
no  friend  to  the  strict  regimen  of  the  accomplished  orator.  Much  less 
could  Pyrrho  be  of  use,  since  he  doubted  whether  there  was  any  such 
thing  in  existence  as  the  judges  before  whom  the  cause  must  be 
pleaded.  To  him  the  party  accused,  and  the  senate,  were  alike  non- 
entities. (Qumtil.  lib.  xii  2.) 
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science  requisite  for  the  orator;  an  occasional  reoonrse  to  the 
othdiB  will  be  sufficient  for  all  his  purposes;"  I  answer,  in 
the  first  place,  there  will  always  be  a  remarkable  difference  in 
the  manner  of  appl3ring  what  we  take  up,  as  it  were,  upon 
loan,  and  what  we  properly  possess;  so  that  it  will  ever  be 
jQiianilest,  whether  ihe  orator  is  indebted  to  others  for  what  he 
produces,  or  derives  it  fi:om  his  own  unborrowed  fund.  And, 
in  the  next,  the  sciences  l^row  an  inexpressible  grace  over  our 
4K)mpositions,  even  where  they  are  not  immediately  concerned; 
as  their  effects  are  discernible  where  we  least  expect  to  find 
them.  This  powerful  charm  is  not  only  distinguished  by  the 
learned  and  the  judicious,  but  strikes  even  the  most  common 
and  popular  class  of  auditors;  insomuch  that  one  may  fre- 
quently hear  them  applauding  a  speaker  of  this  improved 
kind,  as  a  man  of  genuine  erudition;  as  enriched  with  the 
whole  treasures  of  eloquence;  and,  in  one  word,  a  complete 
orator.  But  no  man,  I  affirm,  ever  did,  or  ever  can,  main- 
tain that  exalted  character,  unless,  like  the  soldier  marching 
to  battle,  armed  at  all  points,  he  enters  the  forum  equipped 
with  the  whole  panoply  of  knowledge.  So  much,  however,  is 
this  principle  neglected  by  our  modem  professors  of  oratory, 
that  their  pleadings  are  debased  by  the  vilest  colloquial  bar- 
barisms; they  are  ignorant  of  the  laws,  unacquainted  with 
the  acts  of  the  senate ;  the  common  law  of  Eome  they  pro- 
fessedly ridicule,  and  philosophy  they  seem  to  regard  as  some- 
thing that  ought  to  be  shunned  and  dreaded.  Thus  eloquence, 
like  a  dethroned  potentate,  is  banished  her  rightM  dominions^ 
and  confined  to  barren  points  and  low  conceits:  and  she  who 
was  once  mistress  of  the  whole  circle  of  sciences,  and  charmed 
every  beholder  with  the  goodly  appearance  of  her  gloriousj 
train,  is  now  shorn  and  curtailed,  stripped  of  all  her  honoursj 
all  her  attendants,  (I  had  almost  said  of  all  her  genius,)  and 
is  taken  up  as  one  of  the  meanest  of  tiie  mechanic  arts; 
This,  therefore,  I  consider  as  the  first,  and  tiie  principal 
reason  of  our  having  so  greatly  declined  firom  the  spirit  of 
the  ancients. 

K  I  were  called  upon  to  support  my  opinion  by  antho*- 
rities,  might  I  not  justly  name,  among  the  Grecians,  Demoff- 
l^enesl  who,  we  are  informed,  constantly  attended  ihe 
lectures  of  Plato :  so  also,  among  our  own  countrymen,  Cicero 
himself  annres  ns,  (and  in  these  very  words,  if  I  rightly 
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remember,)  tbat  he  owed  whatever  advances  he  had  made 
in  eloquence,  not  to  the  xhetoricians,  but  to  the  AcademiQ 
philosophers. 

Other  and  veiy  considerable  reasons  might  be  produced 
for  the  decay  of  eloquence.  But  I  leave  them,  my  Mendsi 
as  it  is  proper  I  should,  to  be  mentioned  by  you;  having 
performed  my  share  in  the  examination  of  tliis  question,  and 
with  a  freedom  which  will  give,  I  imaghie,  as  usual,  much 
ofifence.  I  am  sure,  at  least,  if  certain  of  our  contemporanes 
were  to  be  informed  of  what  I  have  here  maintained,  I  should 
be  told,  that  in  laying  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  a  knowledge 
both  of  law  and  philosophy  are  essential  quahfiications  in  sank 
orator,  I  have  been  fondly  pursuing  a  phantom  of  my  owu 
imagination. 

33.  I  am  so  far  &om  thinking,  replied  Matemu^  that 
you  have  completed  the  part  you  undertook,  that  I  should 
rather  imagine  you  had  only  given  us  the  first  general  sketch 
of  your  design.  You  have  marked  out  to  us,  indeed,  those 
sciences  wherein  jthe  ancient  orators  were  instructed,  and 
have  placed  in  strong  contrast  their  successful  industry  with 
our  ^oth  and  ignorance.  But  something  further  still  re- 
mains; and  as  you  have  shown  us  what  was  the  vastness  of 
their  knowledge,  and  the  littleness  of  our  own,  I  would  have 
you  acquaint  us  also  with  the  particular  exercises  by  whidi 
the  youth  of  those  earlier  days  were  wont  to  strengthen  and 
improve  their  genius.  For  I  think  you  will  not  deny  that 
oratory  is  acquired  by  practice  fer  better  than  by  precept ; 
and  our  Mends  here  seem,  by  their  countenances,  to  imply  a£( 
much. 

Aper  and  Secundus  having  signified  their  assent,  Messala, 
resumed  his  discourse  bb  follows : 

Having  then,  as  it  should  seem,  disclosed  to  your  satis- 
&ction  the  seeds  and  first  principles  of  ancient  eloquence,  by 
specifying  the  several  studies  in  which  the  ancient  orators 
were  trained ;  I  shall  now  lay  before  you  the  practical  exer* 
cises  they  pursued,  in  order  to  gain  a  &cility  in  the  exertion 
of  eloquence.  Note,  however,  that  the  very  act  of  studying 
implies  practice;  for  it  ii^  impossible  to  acquire  knowledge  so 
various  and  recondite,  without  knowledge  leading  to  reflection, 
reflection  to  grasp  and  command  of  thought,  and  this  to  ready 
power  of  utterance.    Thus  it  appears  that  to  learn  what  you 
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shall  deliyer,  and  to  be  able  to  deliver  what  you  have  leamed, 
are  in  principle  one  and  the  same.  But  if  in  this  I  appear 
to  any  one  to  speculate  too  abstrusely ;  if  any  one  insist  on 
separating  knowledge  firom  practice,  at  least  he  will  not  deny 
that  a  mind  filled  with  manifold  instruction  will  enter  with  so 
much  the  more  advantage  upon  those  exercises  peculiar  to  the 
oratorical  circus. 

34.  The  practice  of  our  ancestors  was  agreeable  to  this 
theory.  The  youth  who  was  intended  for  public  declamation, 
was  introduced  by  his  father,  or  some  near  relation,  with  all 
the  advantages  of  home  discipline  and  a  mind  furnished  with 
nsefal  knowledge,  to  the  most  eminent  orator  of  the  time,  whom 
thenceforth  he  attended  upon  all  occasions;  he  listened  with 
attention  to  his  patron's  pleadings  in  the  tribunals  of  justice, 
and  his  public  harangues  before  the  people ;  he  heard  him  in 
the  warmth  of  argument;  he  noted  his  sudden  rephes;  and 
thus,  in  the  field  of  battle,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  he 
learned  the  first  rudiments  of  rhetorical  warfare.  The  advan- 
tages of  this  method  are  obvious :  the  young  candidate  gained 
courage,  and  improved  his  judgment;  he  studied  in  open  day, 
amidst  the  heat  of  the  conflict,  where  nothing  weak  or  idle 
could  be  said  with  impunity;  where  everything  absurd  was 
instantly  rebuked  by  the  judge,  exposed  to  ridUicule  by  the 
adversary,  and  condemned  by  the  whole  body  of  advocates. 
In  this  way  they  imbibed  at  once  the  pure  and  uncorrupted 
streams  of  genuine  eloquence.  But  though  they  chiefly  at- 
tached themselves  to  one  particular  orator,  they  heard  like* 
wise  all  the  rest  of  their  contemporary  pleaders,  in  many  of 
their  respective  debates;  and  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
acquainting  themselves  with  the  various  sentiments  of  ihe 
people,  and  of  observing  what  pleased  or  disgusted  them  most 
in  the  several  orators  of  the  forum.  Thus  i£ey  were  supplied 
with  an  instructor  of  the  best  and  most  improving  kin<^  ex- 
hibiting, not  the  feigned  semblance  of  Eloquence,  but  her  real 
and  lively  manifestation:  not  a  pretended,  but  a  genuine  adver- 
sary, armed  in  earnest  for  the  combat;  an  audience,  ever  full 
and  ever  new,  composed  of  foes  as  well  as  friends,  and  where 
not  a  single  expression  could  fall  uncensured,  or  unapplauded; 
For  you  are  aware  that  a  solid  and  lasting  reputation  of  elo- 
quence must  be  acquired  by  the  censure  of  our  enemies,  as 
well  as  by  the  applause  of  our  friends;  or  rather,  indeed,  it  is 


.'44*2  A  -NALaetV^  '[c.  3$. 

inm  the  formefr  thart  it  derives  its  surest  and  most  unquestioned 
strength  and  firmness.  Under  such  a  schooling,  the  jou^ 
of  whom  we  are  speakings  a  diseiple  of  all  the  orators;  an 
attentive  hearer  of  all  judicial  proceedings;  instructed  by  tha 
experience  of  others;  daily  conversant  with  the  laws  of  his 
country;  familiar  with  the  faces  of  the  judges,  and  the  aspeat 
of  a  full  audience ;  and  well  acquainted  with  the  popular  taabe, 
— might  be  called  on  to  conduct  a  prosecution  or  a  defence, 
and  was  equal  to  cope,  single  handed,  with  the  difficulties  of 
his  task.  Crassus,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,^  Caesar  at  twenty- 
one,  Pollio  at  twenty-two,  and  Calvus  when  he  was  but  a  few 
years  older,  pronounced  those  several  speeches  against  Corbo, 
DolabeUa,  Gato,  and  Vatinius,  which  we  read  to  this  iMnir 
with  admiration. 

35.  On  the  other  hand,  our  modem  youth'  are  sent  to  li© 
mountebank  schools  of  certain  daclaimeirB  caUed  rhetoricians: 
a  set  of  men  who  made  their  first  appearance  in  Eome  a  little 
before  the  time  of  Cicero.  And  that  they  were  by  no  means 
approved  by  our  ancestors,,  plainly  appears  from  their  being 
«njoined,  under  the  censoorship  of  Crassus  and  Domitius,^  to 
shut  up  their  schools  of  impudence,  as  Cicero  expresses  it. 
But  I  was  going  to  say,  our  youtias  are  sent  to  certain  ac»- 

^  There  is  in  this  place  a  trifling  mistake,  either  in  Messala,  the 
speaker,  or  in  the  copyists.  Crassus  was  bom  a.  tr.  o.  614.  (See  c.  18, 
note.)  Papiriufi  Carbo,  the  person  accused,  was  odnsul,  A.I7.C.  634,  and 
the  prosecution  waa  in  the  following  year,  when  Crassus  expreaaly 
says,  that  he  was  then  only  one^and-twenty.  (De  Orat.  lib.  iiL  74.) 
PHny  the  consul  was  another  instance  of  early  pleading.  He  says 
himself,  that  he  began  his  career  in  the  forum  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
and,  after  long  practice,  he  could  only  see  the  functions  of  an  oratw  as 
it  were  in  a  mist.  (Lib.  v.  epist.  8.)  Quintiliaa  relates  of  Caasar,  Calvus, 
and  Pollio,  that  they  all  three  appeared  at  the  bar,  long  before  they 
arrived  at  their  qusestorian  age,  which  was  seven-and-twenty. 

'  Lipsius,  in  his  note  oji  this  passage,  says,  that  he  once  thought  tiie 
word  scena  in  the  text  ought  to  be  changed  to  iMla ;  but  he  after- 
wards saw  his  mistake.  The  place  of  fictitious  declamation  and  spurious 
eloquence,  where  the  teachers  played  a  ridiculous  part,  Was  properly 
called  a  theatrical  scene. 

'  Lucius  Licinius  Crassus  and  Domitius  ^nobarbus  were  censon 
A.ir.  0.  6621  Aulus  Gellius  mentions  a  former  expulsion  of  the  rheto- 
Ticians,  by  a  decree  of  the  senate,  in  the  consulship  of  Fannius  Strabo 
.and  Valerius  Messala,  A.n.c.  593.  He  gives  the  words  of  the  decree^ 
and  also  of  the  edict,  by  which  the  teachers  were  banished  by  Crassus, 
several  years  after.  See  A.  GelliuSj  Noctes  Atticse,  Ub.  xv.  2.  See 
^o  Suetonius,  De  Claris  Ehet.  s.  1. 
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demies,  where  it  is  hard  to  determine  whether  the  place,  the 
company,  or  the  method  of  instruction  is  most  likely  to  infeet 
the  minds  of  yonng  people,  and  produce  a  wrong  turn  of 
"thought.  There  can  be  notliing  to  inspire  respect  in  a  place 
where  all  who  enter  it  are  of  the  same  low  degree  of  under- 
standing;  nor  any  advantage  to  be  received  from  their  fellow- 
students,  where  a  parcel  of  boys  and  raw  youths  of  unripe 
judgments  harangue  before  each  other,  without  the  least  fertr 
or  danger  of  criticism.  And  as  for  their  exercises,  they  are 
ridiculous  in  their  very  nature.  They  consist  of  two  kinds, 
and  are  either  persuasive  or  controversial.  The  first,  as  being 
easier  and  requiring  less  skill,  is  assigned  to  the  younger  lada; 
the  other  is  the  task  of  more  mature  years.  But,  good  gods! 
with  what  incredible  absurdity  are  they  composed !  And  this 
as  a  matter  of  course,  for  the  style  of  the  declamations  must 
needs  accord  with  the  preposterous  nature  of  the  subjects. 
Thus  being  taught  to  harangue^  in  a  most  pompous  dictioii, 
on  the  rewards  due  to  tyrannicides,  on  the  election  to  be 

^  Seneca  has  lefb  a  collection  of  declamations  in  the  two  Idnds,  viz. 
the  persuasive  and  controversial.  (See  his  Suasoriro  and  Controversiae.) 
In  the  first  chuBs,  the  questions  ore,  Whetiier  Alexander  should  attempt 
the  Indian  Ocean  ?  Whether  he  should  enter  Babylon  when  the  auguxs 
denounced  impending  danger?  Whether  Cicero,  to  appease  the  wrath 
of  Mark  Antony,  should  hum  all  his  works?  The  subjects  in  the 
second  class  are  more  complex.  A  priestess  was  taken  prisoner  by  a 
band  of  pirates  and  sold  to  slavery.  The  purchaser  abandoned  her  to 
prostitution.  Her  person  being  rendered  venal,  a  soldier  made  his 
offers  of  gallantry.  She  desired  the  price  of  her  prostituted  charms.; 
but  the  military  man  resolved  to  use  force  and  insolence,  and  she 
stabbed  him  in  the  attempt.  For  this  she  was  prosecuted,  and 
acquitted.  She  then  desired  to  be  restored  to  her  rank  of  priestess : 
that  point  was  decided  against  her.  These  instances  may  serve  as 
a  specimen  of  the  trifling  declamations,  into  which  such  a  man  as 
Seneca  was  betrayed  by  his  own  imagination.  Petronius  has  described 
the  literary  farce  of  the  schools.  "Young  men,"  he  says,  "were  there 
trained  up  in  folly,  neither  seeing  nor  hearing  anything  that  could  be 
of  use  in  the  business  of  life.  Tfiiey  were  taught  to  think  of  nothing 
but  pirates  loaded  with  fetters  on  the  sea-shore;  tyrants  by  their 
edicts  commanding  sons  to  murder  their  fathers;  the  responses  of 
oracles  demanding  a  sacrifice  of  three  or  more  virgins,  in  order  to 
abate  an  epidemic  pestilence.  All  these  discourses,  void  of  common 
sense,  are  tricked  out  in  the  gaudy  colours  of  exquisite  eloquence, 
soft,  sweet,  and  seasoned  to  the  palate.  In  this  ridiculous  boy's  play 
the  scholars  trifle  away  their  time ;  they  are  laughed  at  in  the  forum, 
and  still  worse,  what  they  learn  in  their  youth  they  do  not  forget  at 
an  advanced  age.  (Petron.  in  Satyrico,  c,  3,  4.) 
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made  by  deflowered  virgins,^  on  the  licentiousness  of  married 
women,  on  the  ceremonies  to  be  observed  in  times  of  pesti- 
lence, with  other  topics,  which  are  daily  debated  in  the  schools, 
and  scarce  ever  in  the  forum;  when  they  6ome  before  the 
real  judges    *    *    *.^ 

36.  *  *  *  The  spirit  of  genuine'eloquence  is  kept  alive, 
like  a  flame,  by  fresh  materials,  is  excited  by  agitation,  and 
grows  brighter  as  it  bums.  The  same  causes  produced  the 
same  efiect  at  Bome,  and  sped  the  fire  of  oratory  among  our 
ancestors;  for  though  our  modem  orators  have  achieved  as 
much  as  was  possible  in  a  settled,  peaceable,  and  happy  state; 
yet  their  predecessors  had.  manifestly  a  wider  scope  in  times 
of  turbulence  and  licence,  when  all  was  promiscuous  confusion, 
xincontrolled  by  a  single  moderator,  and  when  he  was  deemed 
the  ablest  orator,  who  had  most  influence  over  a  restless  and 
xmgovemed  multitude.  Thence  came  incessant  multiplication 
of  kws,  promoted  by  popular  cries;  thence  those  harangues  of 
the  magistrates  prolonged  almost  to  midnight,  those  impeach- 
ments of  the  great,  those  factions  of  the  nobles,  those  here- 
ditary enmities  in  particular  families;  and,  in  fine,  those  in- 
cessant struggles  between  the  senate  and  the  commons;  all 
which,  though  they  convulsed  the  state,  yet  certainly  contri- 
buted to  produce  and  encourage  that  rich  vein  of  eloquence 
which  discovered  itself  in  those  tempestuous  days.  The  more 
a  man  signalized  himself  by  his  abilities  in  this  art,  so  much 
the  more  easily  he  opened  his  road  to  preferment,  and  main- 
tained an  ascendant  over  his  colleagues,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  heightened  his  interest  with  the  nobles,  his  authority  with 
the  senate,  and  his  reputation  with  the  people  in  general. 
The  patronage  of  these  admired  orators  was  courted  even  by 

1  It  was  one  of  the  questions  usually  debated  in  these  rhetoric 
schools,  whether  the  woman  who  had  been  ravished  should  choose  to 
marry  the  violator  of  her  chastity,  or  rather  have  him  put  to  death. 

'  Here  unfortunately  begins  a  chasm  in  the  original.  The  words 
are,  "  Cum  ad  veros  judices  ventum  est,  ....  rem  oogitare  .  .  •  • 
nihil  humile,  nihil  abjectum  eloqui  poterat."  This  is  unintelligible. 
What  follows  from  the  words,  "  magna  eloquentia  sicut  flamma,"  pal- 
pably  belongs  to  Matemus,  who  is  £be  last  speaker  in  the  Dialogue. 
The  chasm,  however,  is  probably  not  so  great  as  many  commentators 
have  supposed ;  for  according  to  Bitter  and  Doederlem,  the  common 
notion  that  Secundus  took  an  active  .part  in  this  discussion,  is  un- 
tenable,  as  appears  from  the  conclusion  of  the  Dialogue ;  whi^h  see. 
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foreign  nations;"^  magistrates,  setting  out  for  the  provinces, 
-  took  cai-e  to  show  them  the  highest  marks  of  honour,  and  as 
studiously  cultivated  their  Meridship  at  their  return.  Prsetor- 
^ips  and  consulships  were  bestowed  on  them  without  any, 
solicitation  on  their  own  part  Nor  were  they  even  in  a  private 
station  without  great  power,  as  their  advice  and  influence 
swayed  both  the  senate  and  the  people.  The  truth  is,  it  was : 
an  established  maxim  in  those  days,  that,  without,  eloquence^ . 
no  man  could  either  acquire  or  maintain  any  high  position  in 
the  state.  And  no  wonder,  indeed,  that  such  notions  should 
universally  prevail ;  since  men  so  distinguished  were  forced, 
whether  they  would  or  not,  to  appear  before  the  people;^  since 
it  was  not  sufficient  merely  to  vote  in  the  senate,  without  sup- 
porting that  vote  with  good  sense  and  eloquence;  ^ince  in  all 
public  impeachments  or  civil  causes,  the  accused  was  obliged 
to  answer  to  the  charge  in  his  own  person;  since  written 
depositions  were  not  admitted  in  state  trials,  but  the  witnesses  : 
were  called  upon  to  deliver  their  evidence  in  open  court 
Thus  our  ancestors  were  eloquent,  as  much  by  urgent  necessity 
as  by  splendid  encouragements.  To  be  possessed  of  the  power 
of  speech,  was  esteemed  the  highest  glory;  whilst  the  man 
who  had  no  tongue  was  held  in  contempt.  .  Thus  they  were 
incited  to  the  pursuit  of  oratory,  no  less  by  the  dread  of 
shame  than  by  views  of  interest,  lest  they  should  be  classed 
rather  as  clients  than  as  patrons;  lest  they  should  lose  de- 
pendents whom  their  ancestors  had  transmitted  to  them,  and 
see  them  mix  in  the  train  of  others;  in  fine^  lest  being  looked 
upon  as  men  of  mean  abilities,  they  should  either  fe.il  to 
obtain  high  offices,  or  hold  them  by  a  precarious  tenure. 

1  The  colonies,  the  provinces,  and  the  nations  that  submitted  to  the 
Roman  arms,  had  their  patrons  in  the  capital,  whom  they  courted  with 
■assiduity.  It  was  this  mark  of  distinction  that  raised  the  ambitious 
citizen  to  the  first  honours  in  the  state.  To  have  a  number  of  clients, 
as  well  at  home  as  in  the  most  important  colonies,  was  the  unremit- 
ting desire,  the  study  and  constant  labour  of  all  who  aimed  at  pre- 
eminence; insomuch  that,  in  the  time  of  the  old  republic,  the  men 
Who  wished  to  be  distinguished  patrons,  impoverished,  and  often 
mined  their  families,  by  their  profusion  and  magnificence.  They  paid  ' 
court  to  the  common  people,  to  the  provinces,  and  states  in  alliance 
with  Rome;  and,  in  their  turn,  they  received  the  homage  of  their 
clients.    See  Ahnals,  ill.  55. 

'  Forced,  that  is,  by  the  tribunes  of  the  people.    Thus  Cicero  was  - 
produced  by  Apuleius,  in  the  consulship  of  Antony,  a&d  delivered  his 
sixth  Philippic  against  him. 
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.  37.  I  knoTT  not  whether  those  ancient  Mstorical  pieoes, 
which  were  lately  collected  and  published  by  Muoianus,^  from 
the  old  libraries  where  they  have  hitherto  been  preserved,  have 
jet  Mien  into  your  hands.  This  collection  conabts  of  eleven 
volumes  of  the  public  journals,  and  three  of  epistles;  by 
which  it  appears  that  Pompey  and  Crassus^  gained  as  much 
advantage  from  their  eloquence  as  their  arms ;  that  Luoullus, 
!Metellus,  Lentulus,  Curio,^  and  the  rest  of  those  distinguished 
^  Suetonius  relates  that  yespasisn,  having  undertaken  to  restore 
three  thousand  brazen  plates,  which  had  perished  in  the  conflagration 
of  the  capitol  (see  Hist.  iiL  71),  ordered  a  diligent  search  to  be 
made  for  copies,  and  thereby  furnished  the  government  with  a  col- 
lection of  curious  and  ancient  records,  containing  the  decrees  of  the 
senate,  acts  of  the  commans,  and  treaties  of  fiance,  almost  from 
the  building  of  the  city.  (Suetonius,  life  of  Vespasian,  a.  8.)  Thia» 
vdth  the  addiiion  of  speeches  and  letters  composed  by  men  of  eminence, 
was,  inost  probably,  the  collection  published  by  Mucianus.  We  may 
be  sure  that  it  contained  a  fund  of  information,  and  curious  materials 
for  history,  but  tiie  whole  is  unfortunately  lost. 

,  ^  The  person  intended  in  this  ^oe  must  not  be  confounded  with 
Lucius  Ci'assus,  the  orator  celebrated  by  Cicero  in  the  dialogue  Da 
Oratore.  What  is  here  said  relates  to  Marcus  Crassus,  who  was  joined 
in  the  triumvirate  with  Pompey  and  Csesar ;  a  man  famous  for  his 
riehes,  his  avarice,  and  his  misfortunes.  While  Caesar  was  engaged  in 
Qaul,  and  Pompey  in  Spain,  Crassus  invaded  Asia,  where,  in  a  battle 
with  the  Parthians,  his  whole  army  was  cut  to  pieces.  He  himself - 
was  in  danger  of  being  taken  prisoner,  but  he  fell  by  the  sword  of  the 
enemy.  His  head  was  cut  off,  and  carried  to  Orodes,  the  Parthian 
king,  who  ordered  liquid  gold  to  be  infused  into  his  mouth,  that  he 
who  thirsted  for  gold  might  be  glutted  with  itafter  his  death.  (Cicero^ 
Vie  Claris  Oratoribus,  s.  233.) 

^  Lentulus  succeeded  more  by  his  action  than  by  real  ability.  With 
a' quick  and  animated  countenance,  he  was  not  a  man  of  penetration; 
though -fluent  in  speech,  he  had  no  comnumd  of  words.  His  voice  was  • 
sweet  and  melodious ;  his  action  graceful ;  and  with  those  advantages 
he  was  able  to  conceal  all  other  defects.  (Cicero,  De  Claris  Oratoribus^ 
8.  234.)  Metellus,  LucuUus,  and  Curio  are  mentioned  by  Cicero  in  the 
same  work.  Curio  was  a  senator  of  great  spirit  and  popularity.  He 
exerted  himself  with  zeal  and  ardour  for  the  legal  oonstitution  and  the 
liherties  of  his  country  against  the  ambition  of  Julius  Ceesar,  but  after- 
wards sold  himself  to  that  artful  politician,  and  favoured  his  designs. 
The  oalamities  that  followed  axe  by  the  best  historians  laid  to  hia 
charge.    Lucan  says  of  him, — 

Audax  venali  comitatur  Curiolingua; 

Vox  quondam  popuH,  hbertatemque  tuexi 

Ausus,  et  armatos  plebi  miscere  potentes. — Phars.  Hh.  L  269. 
And  again, — 

Momentumque  fuit  mutatus  Curio  rerum, 

Qallorum  captus  spoliis,  et  Caesaris  aiiro< — lib,  ir.  Sift. 
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chiefe,  deyoted  themaelveB  with  graub  applieation  to  this  inisi- 
nuatmg  art;  in  a  word,  that  not  a  single  person  in  those  times 
rose  to  any  considerable  degree  of  power,  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  rhetorical'  talents.  To  these  conside(rations  may 
be  further  added,  that  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the 
debates  in  which  the  ancients  were  engaged,  contributed 
greatly  to  advance  their  eloquence.  A  vast  difference,  indeed^ 
it  makes,  whether  the  orator  is  to  harangue  only  upon  soma 
trifling  robbery,  or  a  little  paltry  form  of  pleading;  or  upon 
sach  topics  as  bribery  at  elections,  tiie  oppression  of  our  allien 
GF  the  massacre  of  our  fellow-citiaenB.  Evils  these,  which, 
beyond  all  peradventure,  it  were  better  should  never  happen; 
and  we  have  reason  to  rgoice  that  we  live  tmder  a  government. 
where  we  are  strangers  to  such  terrible  cajamities:  still  it 
must  be  acknowledged,  Ihat  wherever  they  did  happen,  they 
were  wonderful  incentiveB  to  eloquence.  For  the  orator's 
genius  rises  and  expands  in  proportion  to  tiie  dignity  of  the 
occasion  upon  which  it  is  exerted ;  and  no  magnificent  speech, 
was  ever  yet  delivered  except  upon  a  snbject  of  adequate  im- 
portance. Thus  the  speeches  of  Demosthenes  against  hia 
guardians*  scarcely,  I  imagine,  eBtablished  his  character;  nor 
was  it  the  defence  of  Archias,  or  of  Quinctius,  that  acquired 
for  Cicero  the  reputation  of  a  consummate  orator.  It  was 
Catiline,  and  Milo,  and  Yerres,  and  Mark  Antony,  that  in- 
vested him  with  his  unequalled  fune.  Far  am  I  from  insi- 
nuating, that  such  in&mouB  characters  deserve  to  be  tolerated 
in  a  state,  in  order  to  supply  convenient  matter  of  oratory: 
all  I  contend  for  is,  that  this  art  flourishes  to  most  advantage' 
in  turbulent  times.  Peace,  ho  doubt^  is  infinitely  pre&rablft 
to  war;  but  it  is  the  latter  only  that  forms  the  soldier.  It  ia 
just  the  same  with  Eloquence:  the  oftener  she  enters,  if  I 
may  so  say,  the  field  of  hattle,  the  more  wounds  she  gives 

^  BeuLCNitheiies,  when' not  laore  than  seven  years  old,  lost  his  father^ 
and  was  left  under  the  care  of  three  gnardmnw,  who  thought  acn  orphan 
lawful  prey,  and  did  not  acniple  to  emfaeaale  his  effsets.  In  the  meaoK 
tune,  Demosthenee  pursued  a  plan  of  ednixtion  without  the  aid  or 
adviee  of  his  tutors.  He  became  ih»  soholar  of  Isoorates,  and  he  wa» 
the  hearer  of  Plato.  Under  those  masters  his  progress  waa  such,  that^. 
at  the  age  of  serenteen  he  was  able  to  oondmet  a  euit  against  hi& 
guaidiana.  The  young  orator  Bocceeded  so  well  in  th«t  pielude  to  his 
future  fame,  that  the  plundereni  of  the  orphan's  portion  wera  eon- 
denmed  to  refund  a  large  sum.  It  is  said  that  Soxaosthenefl,  afkcr»< 
wards,  released  the  whole  or  the  greatest  part. 


448  A  DIALOGUB  1  [o.  38. 

and  receives,  the  more  powerful  the  adversary  with  whom, 
fidie  contends,  so  much  the  more  ennobled  she  appears  in  the 
eyes  of  mankind,  whose  nature  it  is  to  look  distastefully  on 
what  is  tame  and  placid. 

38.  I  proceed  to  another  advantage  of  the  ancient  forum ; 
I  mean  the  form  of  proceeding  and  the  rules  of  practice  ob- 
served in  those  days.  Our  modem  custom  is,  I  grant,  more 
conducive  to  truth  and  justice ;  but  that  of  former  times  gave 
to  eloquence  a  free  career,  and  by  consequence,  greater  weight 
and  splendom-.  The  advocate  was  not,  as  now,  confined  to  a 
few  hours  ;^  he  might  adjourn  as  often  as  it  suited  his  conve- 
nience; he  might  expatiate,  as  his  genius  prompted  him:  and 
the  number  of  days,  like  that  of  the  several  patrons,  was  unli- 
mited. Pompey,.in  his  third  consulship,^  was  the  first  who 
gave  a  check  to  eloquence,  and,  as  it  were,  bridled  its  spirit^ 
but  still  he  left  all  causes  to  be  tried  according  to  law  in  tho 
forum,  and  before  the  praetors.  The  importance  of  the 
business,  which  was  decided  in  that  court  of  justice,  will  be 
evident,  if  we  compare  it  with  the  transactions  before  the 
oentumvirs,^  who  at  present  have  cognisance  of  all  matters 

*  The  rule  for  allowmg  a  limited  space  of  time  for  the  hearing  of 
causes,  the  extent  of  which  could  not  be  known,  began,  as  Pliny  the 
yoimger  informs  us,  imder  the  emperors,  and  was  fully  established  for 
the  reasons  which  he  gives.  The  custom,  he  says,  of  allowing  two 
water-glasses  (i.e.  two  hour-glasses),  or  only  one,  and  sometimes  half 
a  one,  prevailed,  because  the  advocates  grew  tired  before  the  business 
was  explained,  and  the  judges  were  ready  to  decide  before  they  under- 
stood the  question.  Pliny,  with  some  indignation,  asks,  "Are  we  wiser 
than  our  ancestors  ?  are  the  laws  more  just  at  present?  Our  ancestors 
allowed  many  hours,  many  days,  and  many  adjournments,  in  every 
cause;  and  for  my  part,  as  often  as  I  sit  in  judgment,  I  allow  as  much, 
time  as  the  advocate  requires;  for  would  it  not  be  rashness  to  guess 
what  space  of  time  is  necessary  in  a  cause  which  has  not  been  opened  ? 
But  some  unnecessary  things. may  be  said;  and  is  it  not  better  that 
what  is  unnecessary  should  be  spoken,  than  that  what  is  necessary 
should  be  omitted  ?  And  who  can  tell  what  is  necessary  till  he  has 
heard  ?  Patience  in  a  judge  ought  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  chief 
branches  of  his  duty,  as  it  certainly  is  of  justice."  See  Plin.  lib.  vi  ep.  2. 

^  Pompey's  third  consulship  was  a.  u.  c.  702,  B.  c.  52.  He  was  at 
first  sole  consul,  and  in  six  or  seven  months  Metellus  Scipio  becamo 
his  colleague. 

^  The  centumviri,  as  mentioned  c.  7,  note,  were  a  body  of  men  com« 
posed  of  three  out  of  every  tribe,  for  the  decision  of  such  matters  as 
the  praetors  referred  to  their  judgment.  The  nature  of  the  several 
OEixifles  that  came  before  that  judicature  may  be  seen  in  the  first  book, 
Pe  Oratore. 
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whatever.  We  have  not  so  much  as  one  oration  of  Cicero  or 
CflBsar,  of  Brutus,  Ceelius,  or  CaJvus,  or  any  other  person 
famous  for  his  eloquence,  which  was  delivered  before  the  last- 
mentioned  jurisdiction,  excepting  only  the  speeches  of  Asinius 
PoUio^  for  the  heirs  of  Urbinia.  But  those  speeches  were 
delivered  about  the  middle  of  the  reign  of  Augustus,  when, 
after  a  long  peace  with  foreign  nations,  and  a  profound  tran- 
quillity at  home,  that  wise  and  politic  prince  had  conquered 
all  opposition,  and  not  onljr  triumphed  over  party  and  faction, 
but  subdued  eloquence  itself. 

39.  What  I  am  going  to  say  will  appear,  perhaps,  too 
minute;  it  may  border  on  the  ridiculous,  and  excite  your 
mirth;  with  all  my  heart;  I  will  hazard  it  for  that  very 
reason.  The  dress  now  in  use  at  the  bar  has  an  air  of  mean- 
ness: the  speaker  is  confined  in  a  close  robe,^  and  loses  aU 
th^  grace  of  action.  The  very  courts  of  judicature  are  another 
objection;  all  causes  are  heard,  at  present,  in  little  narrow 
rooms,  where  spirit  and  strenuous  exertion  are  unnecessazy. 
The  orator,  like  a  generous  steed,  requires  liberty  and  ample 
space:  before  a  scanty  tribunal  his  spirit  droops,  and  the 
dulness  of  the  scene  damps  the  powers  of  genius.  Add  to 
this,  we  pay  no  attention  to  style;  and  indeed  how  should  wel 
No  time  is  allowed  for  the  beauties  of  composition :  the  judge 
calls  upon  you  to  begin,  and  you  must  obey,  liable  at  the 
same  time  to  frequent  inteiTuptions,  while  documents  are 
read,  and  witnesses  examined.  Two  or  three  stragglers  are 
present,  and  to  them  the  whole  business  seems  to  be  trans- 

*  The  question  In  this  cause  before  the  cenbumviri  was,  whether 
Clusinius  Figulus,  the  son  of  Urbinia,  fled  from  his  post  in  battle,  and, 
being  taken  prisoner,  remained  in  captiyity  during  a -length  of  time, 
till  he  made  his  es(3ape  into  Italy;  or,  aa  was  contended  by  Asinius 
Pollio,  whether  the  defendant  did  not  serve  under  two  masters,  who 
practised  physic,  and,  being  discharged  by  them,  voluntarily  sell  him- 
self as  a  slave  ?  See  Quintilian,  lib.  viL  2. 

'  The  advocates  at  that  time  wore  a  tight  cloak,  or  mantle,  like  that 
which  the  Romans  used  on  a  journey.  Cicero,  in  his  oration  for  Milo, 
argues  that  he  who  wore  that  inconvenient  dress  was  not  likely  to  have 
formed  a  design  against  the  life  of  any  man.  A  travelling-cloak  could 
give  neither  grace  nor  dignity  to  an  orator  at  the  bar.  The  business 
was  transacted  in  a  kind  of  chat  with  the  judges;  what  room  for 
eloquence,  and  that  commanding  action  which  springs  from  the 
emotions  of  the  soul,  and  inflames  every  breast  with  kindred  passions  ? 
The  cold  inanimate  orator  is  described  by  Quintilian,  speaking  with 
his  hand  under  his  robe ;  "mannjn  intra  pallium  continens." 

TAC^VOL.  IL  GO 
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acted  in  solitude.  But  the  orator  requires  a  different  scene. 
He  delights  in  clamour,  tumult,  and  bursts  of  applausa 
Eloquence  must  have  her  theatre,  as  was  the  case  in  ancient 
times,  when  the  forum  was  crowded  with  the  first  men  in 
Rome ;  when  a  numerous  train  of  clients,  the  people  in  .their 
several  tribes,  and  ambassadors  from  the  colonies  and  a  great 
part  of  Italy,  attended  to  hear  the  debate ;  in  short,  when  all 
Bome  was  interested  in  the  event.  We  know  that  in  the 
cases  of  Cornelius,  Scaurus,  Milo,  Bestia,  and  Vatinius,  the 
concourse  was  so  great,  that  those  several  causes  were  tried 
before  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  A  scene  so  vast  and 
magnificent  was  enough  to  inflame  the  most  languid  orator. 
The  speeches  delivered  upon  those  occasions  are  in  everybody's 
hands,  and,  by  these  above  all  others,  we  of  this  day  estimate 
the  genius  of  the  respective  authors. 

40.  If  we  now  consider  the  frequent  assemblies   of  the 
people,  and  the  right  of  prosecuting  the  most  eminent  men  in 
the  state;  if  we  reflect  on  the  glory  that  sprung  from  the 
declared  hostility  of  the  most  illustrious  characters;  if  we 
recollect,  that  even  Scipio,  Sylla,  and  Pompey  were  not  shel- 
,  tered  from  the  storms  of  eloquence ;  that  the  malignity  of  the 
'  human  heart,  always  adverse  to  superior  characters,  encou- 
,  n^ed  the  orator  to  peraist;  that  the  very  players,  by  sarcastic 
allusions  to  men  in  power,  gratified  the  public  ear, — ^what  a 
number  of  causes  shall  we  see  conspiring  to  rouse  the  spirit  of 
the  ancient  forum !    I  am  not  speaking  now  of  that  temperate' 
faculty  which  delights  in  quiet  times,  supported  by  its  own 
integrity,  and  the  virtues  of  moderation.     I  speak  of  that 
great  and  notable  eloquence,  the  ofi&pring  of  that  licentious- 
ness, to  which  fools  have  given  the  name  of  liberty :  I  speak 

^  Matemns  is  now  drawing  to  a'  conolnsion,  and  therefbre  cafls  to 
•loind  the  proposition  with  which  he  set  out,  viz.  that  the  flame  of 
oratory  is  kept  alive  by  fresh  materials,  and  always  biases  forth  in 
times  of  danger  and  public  commotion.  The  unimpassioned  style 
which  suited  the  Areopagus  of  Athens,  or  the  courts  of  Borne,  where 
the  advocate  spoke  by  an  hour-glass,  does  not  deserve  the  name  of 
genuine  eloquence.  The  orations  of  Cicero  for  Marcellus,  Ligarius,  and 
king  Deiotarus,  were  spoken  before  Csesar,  when  he  was  master  of  the 
Boman  world.  In  those  speeches,  what  have  we  to  admire,  except 
delicacy  of  sentiment,  and  elegance  of  diction?  How  different  firom 
the  torrent,  tempest,  and  whirlwind  of  passion  that  roused,  inflamed 
«iLd  tsommanded  the  senate  and  the  people  against  Catiline  and  Mark 
Antony  I 
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of  bold  and  tiirbnlent  oratory,  that  inflamBr  of  tiae  people, 
and  constant  oompanion  of  sedition;  that  fierce  inoendiaiy, 
that  knows  no  compliance,  and  scorns  to  temp(»rizej  busy, 
Tash,  and  arrogant,  but,  in  quiet  and  well-regulated  govem- 
ments,  utterly  unknown.     Who  ever  heard  of  an  orator  at 
Crete  or  Laoedadmoni     In  tiiose  states  a  system  of  rigorous 
discipline  and  rigorous  laws  were  established.     Macedonian 
and  Persian  eloquence  are  equally  unknown.     The  same  may 
be  said  of  every  country,  where  the  plan  of  government  was 
fixed  and  uniform.     Rhodes  and  Athens  (places  of  popular 
rule,  where  all  things  lay  open  to  all  men)  swarmed  with 
orators  innum^^ble.     In  the  same  manner,  Rome,  while  she 
was  under  no  settled  policy;  while  she  was  torn  with  parties, 
diesensions,  and  factions;   while  there  was  no  peace  in  tbe 
forum,  no  harmony  in  the  senate,  no  moderation  in  the  judges; 
while  there  was  neither  reverence  paid  to  superiors,  nor  bounds 
prescribed  to  magistrates, — Rome,  under  these  circumstances, 
produced,  beyond  all  dispute,  a  stronger  and  brighter  vein  of 
eloquence;  as  in  the  wild  uncultivated  field  certain  plants 
will  flourish  with  uncommon  vigour.     But  the  tongue  of  the 
Oracchi  did  nowise  compensate  the  republic  for  their  seditious 
laws;  nor  the  superior  eloquence  of  Cicero  make  him  any 
amends  for  his  sad  catastrophe. 
*  41.  So  too  our  modem  forum  (that  singlB  reHc  wiiich 
now  survives  of  ancient  oratory)  gives  proof  that  all  things 
in  the  state  are  not  even  yet  conducted  in  that  peifeotfy 
well-ordered  manner  one  could  wish.     For,  tell  me,  is  it  not 
the  guilty  or  the  miserable  alone,  who  fly  to  us  for  assistanoB.? 
When  any  commuaily  implores  our  protection,  is  it  not  be- 
x^ause  it  either  is  insulted  by  some  neighbouring  state,,  or 
torn  by  domestic  feuds?    And  what  province  ever  seeks  our 
patronage,  till  she  has  been  plundered  or  oppisssed?    But 
fitr  better  it  surely  is,  never  to  have  been  injured,   than 
at  last  to  be  redressed.     If  there  was  a  government  in 
the  world  free  from  commotions  and  disturbances,  the  pro- 
fession of  oratory  would  there  be  as  useless,  as  that  of  medicine 
to  the  sound :  and  as  the  physician  would  have  little  practice 
or  profit  among  the  healthy  and  the  strong,  so  neither  would 
the  orator  have  much  business  or  honour  where  obedience 
and  good  manners  imiversally  prevail.     To  what  purpose 
are  studied  speeches  in  a  senate,  where  the  better  and  the 
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.  major  part  of  the  assembly  are  already  of  one  mind  ?  What  the 
expediency  of  haranguing  the  populace,  where  pubL'c  sSam 
are  not  determined  by  the  voice  of  an  ignorant  and  giddy 
multitude,  but  by  the  steady  wisdom  of  a  single  person?  To 
what  end  voluntary  informations,  where  crimes  are  unfrequent 
and  inconsiderable?  or  of  laboured  and  invidious  defences, 
.  where  the  clemency  of  the  judge  is  ever  on  the  side  of  the 
accused?  Believe  me  then,  my  worthy  (and,  as  far  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  age  require,  my  eloquent)  friends,  had  the 
gods  reversed  the  date  of  your  existence,  and  placed  you  in 
the  times  of  those  ancients  we  so  much  admire,  and  them  in 
yours;  you  would  not  have  &.llen  short  of  that  glorious  spirit 
which  distinguished  their  oratory,  nor  would  they  have  been 
destitute  of  a  proper  temperance  and  moderation.  But  since 
a  high  reputation  for  eloquence  is  not  consistent  with  great 
repose  in  the  public,  let  every  age  enjoy  its  own  peculiar  ad- 
vantages, without  derogating  from  those  of  a  former. 

42.  Matemus  having  ended,  Messala  observed,  that  some 
of  the  points  which  his  friend  had  laid  down,  were  not 
perfectly  agreeable  to  his  sentiments;  and  there  were  others, 
which  he  wished  to  hear  explained  more  at  large:  but  the 
time  is  now,  said  he,  too  fer  advanced. — If  I  have  maintained 
anything,  replied  Matemus,  which  seems  to  require  expla- 
nation, I  shall  be  ready  to  clear  it  up  in  some  future  confer- 
ence :  at  the  same  time,  rising  from  his  seat  and  embracing 
Aper;  Messala  and  I  (continued  he  smiling)  shall  arraign 
you,  be  well  assured,  before  the  poets  and  admirers  of  the 
ancients. — And  I  both-  of  you  (returned  Aper)  before  the 
rhetoricians.^     Thus  we  parted  in  mutual  good-humour. 

^  Only  three  speakers  are  here  mentioned,  Matemus,  Messala,  and 
Aper,  whence  Ritter  infers  with  great  probability  that  Secundus  took 
no  direct  part  in  the  controversy,  j 
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Absagsses,  the  Parthian,  bis  great 
power,  i.  237;  supports  Tiridates,  237; 
is  vested  with  the  whole  power  of  the 
party,  240 ;  his  iinfoxtunate  counsel  to 
Tiridates,  241. 

Ahdus,  the  eunuch,  Ms  authority  in  Par- 
thia,  i.  232 ;  is  poisoned  by  Aitabanus, 
233. 

Accusations,  their  progress  under.  Tibe- 
rius, i.  131 ;  how  incessant  and  pre- 
vailing, 178;  the  most  pestilent  cala- 
mity of  the  time,  216;  frequency  of 
accusation,  and  baseness  of  many  of 
the  accused  in  the  time  of  Neco,  431, 
432. 

Accusers,  what  bloody  and  destructive 
instruments,  i.  172;  what  powerful 
protection  they  find,  17ft;  their  fury 
continued,  108 ;  law  against  them 
under  Otho,  ii.  75.    See  Informers. 

Accusers,  public,  their  safety  in  pro- 
portion to  the  public  hate,  i.  178. 

Aceronia,  one  of  Agrippina's  women, 
mistaken  for  her  lady,  and  murdered, 
i.  356. 

Aceronius,  Cneius,  consul,  i.  242. 

Achaia,  the  government  of  that  province 
changed,  i.  53. 

Achaia  and  Asia  alarmed  with  a  coun- 
terfeit Nero,  u.  74. 

Acilius,  Marcus,  consul,  i.  309. 

Acratus,  freedman  to  Nero,  a  pestilent 
instrument  and  spoiler,  i.  424. 

Acte,  Nero's  mistress,  i.  319;  is  intro- 

.'  duced  by  Seneca,  as  an  antidote  against 
the  enticements  of  Agrippina,  354. 

Acutia  condemned  for  treason,  i.  243. 

Adgandestrius,  prince  of  the  Chattians, 
offers  to  the  senate  to  x>oison  Anmnius, 
i.  107 ;  the  reply,  107. 

Adiabenians,  their  sufferings  and  com- 
plaints, i.  396« 


Adoption  of  children  for  political  pur- 
poses, i.  87. 

Adoptions,  fraudulent,  their  prevalence 
and  iniquity,  i.  407 ;  a  decree  of  senate 
against  the  i^use,  407. 

Adorsians.    See  Eunones. 

Adultery,  punishment  of,  under  Lex 
Julia,  i.  86. 

JSBduans,  insurrection  of  the,  i.  133 ;  ad- 
mitted into  the  senate,  264. 

JEgiiun,  a  Greek  city,  relieved  of  tribute, 
and  why,  L  163. 

^scuiapiiis,  his  temple  at  Fergamus 
found  to  be  a  genuine  sanctuary,  i. 
163.    See  Coos. 

^stii,  their  customs,  manners,  and 
situation,  ii.  338. 

Afer,  DomitiuB,  a  zealous  accuser,  i. 
190;  arraigns  Claudia  Pulchra,  190; 
he  is  more  eloquent  than  upright,  190 ; 
pursues  the  profession  of  accuser,  and 
attacks  Quintilius  Varus,  190 ;  hk 
tile  motions,  199;  his  death  and  cha- 
racter, 199. 

Afhihius.    See  Burrua. 

Africa,  wars  there,  i.  87,  119 ;  the  forces 
there,  157. 

Africanus,  Julius,  accused,  i.  216. 

Afiricanus,  Sextius,  i.  325 ;  appointed  to 
assess  the  Gauls,  382. 

Agerinus,  Agrippina' s  freedman,  falsely 
charged  with  treason  against  Nero,  and 
put  in  chains,  i.  358. 

Agrestis,  Julius,  a  centurion,  remark- 
ai)le  instance  of  his  faith,  fortitude, 
and  firmness  of  spirit,  ii.  170. 

Agricola,  Cneius  Julius,  introduction  to 
the  history  of  his  life,  ii.  344  ;  his 
birth  and  descent,  347;  manner  and 
.  place  of  his  education,  348 ;  his  pru- 
dent behaviour  and  conduct  while 
young,    349;   marries,  Domitia  Deci- 
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diana,  350 ;  his  preferments,  S50 ;  his 
probity  in  all  offices,  350 ;  his  address 
and  behaviour  to  Cerealis,  352 ;  is  ad- 
yanced  by  Vespasian  to  the  rank  of 
patrician,  352 ;  and  to  the  government 
of  Aquitania,  352;  his  glorious  cha- 
racter as  a  magistrate,  353 ;  is  called 
to  the  consulship,  353;  his  behaviour 
.  in  Britain  on  his  arrival  there,  363 ; 
attacks  the  Ordovices,  and  defeats 
them,  363;  conquers  Mona,  364;  his 
gatllant  behaviour  thereupon,  364 ;  he 
erects  forts  and  garrisons  throughout 
all  the  known  parts  of  Britain,  366, 
867 ;  by  his  mild  and  gentle  treatment 
of  the  Britons  they  are  brought  to  love 
the  Roman  customs,  366 ;  his  skill  in 
erecting  forts,  367 ;  passes  the  Frith, 
and  subdues  several  nations,  till  then 
unknown,  368 ;  places  forces  in  that 
part  of  Britain  fronting  Ireland.  368; 
the  disposal  of  his  army  to  fight  the 
Caledonians,  369 ;  he  fights  and  routs 
them,  370;  leads  his  army  to  the 
Grampian  Hills,  371 ;  his  animating 
speech  to  his  army  there,  374 ;  he  en- 
gages the  Britons  under  command  of 

•  Galgacus,  376;  his  behaviour  and 
conduct,  376;  entirely  vanquishes 
them,  379 ;  after  the  fight  he  receives 
hostages  of  the  Britons,  and  orders  his 
fleet  and  army  into  winter  quarters, 
379 ;  h&  writes  to  the  emperor  a  modest 
relation  of  these  actions,  380;  leaves 
the  government  of  Britain,  and  arrives 
at  Rome,  381 ;  his  reception  by  the 
emperor,  381 1  his  behaviour  and  cha- 
racter, 381 ;  by  his  signal  merit  he  in- 
curs the  envy  and  hate  of  the  emperor 
and  his  vicious  courtiers,  882 ;  is  per- 
suaded to  petition  the  emperor  to  ex- 
cuse his  going  as  proconsul  to  Asia, 
882 ;  he  dies,  not  without  suspicion  of 
being  poisoned  by  Domitian's  order, 
384;  glorious  character  of  him,  385. 

Agrippa,  king  of  Judsa,  his  death,  i. 
285. 

Agrippa,  Asinius,  consul,  i.  176;  hit 
death  and  character,  196. 

Agrippa,  Fonteitts,  offers  to  implead  Libo 
Drusus,  i.  72 ;  why  his  daughter  not 
made  chief  vestal,  106. 

Agrippa,  Haterius,  stands  for  the  pne> 
torship,  i.  87;  his  severe  sentence 
against  Priseus,  137;  his  scandalous 
flattery,  142 ;  his  malice  and  debauched 
life,  214. 

Agrippa,  JulioB,  banished,  i.  441. 

Apippa,  Marcus,  his  chancter,  dig- 
nities, and  death,  L  8 ;  all  his  children 
but  one  die  a  violent  death,  119. 

Agrippa.  Posthumus,  banished  bv  his 
grandfather  Augustus,  at  the  insti- 
gation of  Livia,  i.  4 ;  his  ehancter,  4 ; 
the  first  sacriflee  upon  the  acoeasion 
of  Tiberius,  6. 


Agrippa,  Vibulenus,  a  Roman  knight, 
poisons  himself  in  the  senate-bouse,  i. 
238. 

Agrippina,  wife  to  Oermanicus,  her  fruit- 
fulness,  chastity,  love  for  her  husband, 
and  vehement  but  virtuous  spirit,  i. 
25 ;  is  hated  by  livia,  25  ;  her  mourn- 
ful departure  from  her  husband  during 
a  sedition  of  the  army,  30 ;  is  pitied  by 
the  soldiery,  who  thence  relent,  30; 
her  magnanimity  and  kind  treatment 
to  the  soldiers,  48 ;  thence  rouses  the 
Jealousy  of  Tiberius,  48 ;  she  embarks 
for  Rome  with  her  husband's  ashes, 
and  her  children,  100;  her  virtue  and 
forlorn  lot,  100;  her  fleet  meet  ihat  of 
Piso,  102 ;  tbey  each  fear  to  engage, 
102;  she  lands  in  Italy,  108;  is  re- 
ceived by  a  great  conflux  of  people, 
108 ;  her  indiscretion,  162 ;  she  is  de- 
ceived by  the  arts  of  Sejanus,  162 ;  her 
incorruptible  chastity,  162 ;  the  uni- 
versal sympathy  and  mourning  of  the 
people,  162 ;  her  vehemence,  190 ;  her 
Just  reproaches  upon  Tiberius,  191; 
she  desires  a  second  husband,  to  pro- 
tect her  from  her  enemies,  191;  is 
frirther  inflamed  by  the  secret  agents 
of  Sejanus,  191 ;  her  haughty  beha- 
viour, 101 ;  guards  and  spies  placed 
about  her,  200;  is  arraigned  in  the 
senate  by  bitter  letters  from  Tiberius, 

'  207 ;  an  insurrection  of  the  people  lo 
her  behalf,  208;  her  tragical  death,  227; 
the  shameful  rage  of  ^iberius  against 
her  after  she  was  dead,  227 ;  her  cha- 
racter, 227. 

Agrippina  the  younger,  mother  of  Nero, 
writes  Memoirs,  i.  191 ;  she  is  married 
to  CneiuB  Domitius,  205;  persecuted 
by  Hessalina,  265;  recommended  to 
Claudius  for  a  wifi>,  by  Pallas,  273; 
caresses  her  undo  Claudius,  and  se- 
cures her  marriage  with  him,  274; 
meditates  a  match  between  her  son 
and  his  daughter,  274;  her  absolute 
sway,  277;  hex  behaviour  «md  cha- 
laeter,  277 ;  recalls  Seneca  firom  exile, 
and  her  reasons  for  this,  277;  esta- 
blishes a  colony,  and  oidls  it  by  her 
own  name,  287;  what  mighty  power 
she  assumes,  293;  her  management 
of  the  emperor,  295;  removes  Cris- 
pinus  and  Geta,  captains  of  the  guards, 
and  in  their  room  puts  Burrus  Afra- 
nius,  296 ;  inveighs  asainst  Narcissus. 
306;  covets  the  gardens  of  Statilitu 
Taurus,  and  procures  his  doom,  307; 
resolves  on  the  death  of  Clandint,  810 ; 
proeum  the  eovdcmaation  and  death 
of  Domitia  Lepida,  310;  employs 
Locustato  prepare  poison  for  Claudius, 
311 ;  calls  in  the  nelp  of  Xenophon, 
312;  aillscts  great  sorrow,  caresses 
Britaimious  and  Oetavia,  312;  pro^ 
cures  Nero  to  be  dedtred  empexor, 
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-  SIS;  diiects  Julint  SUanuB  to  be  mur- 
dered, 813;  had  directed  the  murder 
of  his  brother  Lucius,  913 ;  intends  a 
torrent  of  slaughters,  314 ;  her  violent 
lust  of  dominion,  and  tempestuous 
apirit,  314;  is  created  priestess  to 
Cflaudius,  314;  opposes  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  senate,  316 ;  attempts  to 
ascend  the  imperial  tribunal,  and  to 
give  audience  to  the  ambassadors, 
316;  her  fury  against  Acte,  and  against 
Nero,  320;  she  changes  her  arts,  and 
«Ten  tempts  him  to  incest,  320;  waxes 
violent  again,  and  reproaches  him, 
320;  treats  him  with  menaces,  de- 
clares for  Britannicus,  regrets  the 
murder  of  Claudius,  and  reviles  Seneca 
and  Burrus,  321  j  her  consternation 
upon  the  murder  of  Britannicus,  323 ; 
caresses  Octavia,  amasses  money, 
courts  the  oflBcers  and  nobility,  324; 

•  is  deprived  of  her  guards,  and  for- 
saken by  her  wonted  followers,  325; 
is  charged  with  a  conspiracy  against 
her  son,  325;  heard  in  her  defence, 
826;  the  boldness  of  it,  326 ;  insists  on 

-  vengeance  upon  her  accusers,  and 
rewards  to  her  friends,  and  obtains 
both,  327;  tempts  her  son  to  incest,  854 ; 
her  behaviour  from  her  infancy,  354; 
is  designedly  shipwrecked,but  escapes, 
356;  dissembles  her  apprehensions, 
357;  sympathy  and  concern  of  the 
populace  upon  discovering  her  danger, 
358 ;  her  house  beset  with  armed  men, 
her  domestics  fly,  the  assassins  enter, 
858 ;  her  speech  to  them,  her  murder, 
859 ;  her  humble  funeral,  359;  her  end 
foretold,  359 ;  shrieks  said  to  be  heard 
from  her  grave,  360;  decrees  of  the 
senate  against  her  memory,  361. 

Agrippinian  colony,  its  foundation,  L 
287 ;  its  people^slanghter  the  Germans 
dwelling  among  them,  ii.  257;  their 
treacherous  destruction  of  the  Chau- 
cian  and  Frisian  cohorts,  257. 

Agrippinus,  Paconius,  accused,  i.  460; 
nis  innocenee,  461;  and  banishment, 
463. 

Albanians,  whence  sprung,  i.  234. 

Albinus,  Luceius,  governor  of  Mauri- 
tania, murdered,  as  also  his  wife,  ii. 
106. 

Albueilla  charged  with  devising  channs 
against  the  life  of  Tiberius,  i.  244; 

.   UJls  herself,  245. 

Alettts,  Marcus,  chosen  by  the  senate 
to  survey  and  relieve  the  Asiatic 
cities  ruined  by  an  earthquake,  L  85. 

Alexander,  Tiberius,  an  iliastrioiu  Bo- 
man  knight,  an  assistant  to  Corbnlo 
in  the  East,  L  412. 

Alexander,  Tiberius,  governor  of  Egypt, 
ii.  9. 

AlUaria,  wifb  of  Sempnmius  Gxacchms, 

.  L88. 


Allies,  those  of  Rome,  what  forces  they 
furnished,  i.  157. 

Alphabetic  characters,  invention  of,  L 
256 ;  the  Roman  alphabet  added  to  by 
Claudius,  256. 

Alphenus,  Varus,  abandons  the  army,  L 

.    176. 

Alpinus,  Montanus,  captain  of  a  cohort, 
confirms  to  the  troops  of  Vitellius  the 
fate  of  the  battle  at  Cremona,  ii.  218 ; 
conveys  orders  to  Civilis  to  forbear 
war,  219. 

Alps,  Maritime,  their  inhabitants  pre- 
sented with  the  privileges  of  Latium, 
1414. 

Altinus,  Julius,  banished,  L  455. 

Amber,  where  found,  and  by  whom,  ii. 
339;  conjecture  about  its  production, 
339 ;  its  nature  and  quality,  340. 

•Amisia,  the  river  and  town  of  that  name, 
1.60. 

Ampius,  Titus  Flavianus,  governor  of 
Pannonia,  ii.  124;  is  persuaded  by 
Fuscus  to  join  him,  137 ;  in  danger  of 
being  murdered  by  the  soldiers,  141 ; 
is  saved  by  Antonius,  and  departs 
ftom  the  army,  142. 

Ampsivarians,  expelled  by  the  Chan- 
cians,  seek  a  new  settlement,  i.  350; 
are  forced  to  wander  flrom  place  to 
place,  and  at  last  perish,  351. 

Ancharius,  Prisons,  accuses  Csesiua 
Cordus,  proconsul  of  Crete,  i.  131. 

Andecavii,  revolt  of  the,  i.  133;  sup- 
pressed, 133. 

Angli.    See  Longobards. 

Angrivaiii,  account  of  their  country  and 
customs,  ii.  323 ;  revolt,  and  are  chas- 
tised, i.  60 ;  they  submit,  and  are  par- 
doned, 68. 

Anicetus,  Nero's  freedman,  commander 
of  the  fleet  at  Misenum,  his  contri- 
vance for  murdering  Agrippina,  i  394 ; 
it  miscarries,  356 ;  undertakes  to  ac- 
complish the  murder,  358;  after  the 
murder  of  Agrippina,  he  is  detested  by 
her  son,  393 ;  yet  prompted  by  him  to 
feign  an  adulterous  commerce  with 
Octavia,  393 ;  suffers  a  sort  of  banish- 
ment, and  dies  naturally,  894. 

Anicetus,  fireedman  to  king  PolemoB*  his 
adventures,  L  166. 

Anicitts,  Cerialis,  consul  elect,  moves 
for  a  temple  to  Nero,  with  the  title  of 
deification,  i.  443;  this  motion  why 
Judged  ominous,  443;  his  accusation 
and  doom,  453. 

Annius,  Vivianus,  son-in-law  to  Cox- 
bulo,  commands  the  fifth  legion,  i. 
413. 

Anteius  directs  the  building  of  a  fleet, 
1.59. 

Anteius,  Publius,  made  govenor  of, 
Syria,  but  detained  fhmx  possessing  it, ' 
L  327;  he  is  accused,  and  swallows 
poison,  451. 
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^kntioeli,  eity  of,  ^ 
CU8  at,  i.  105. 

Antiochus,  king  of  Cilieia,  i.  305. 

Antiochus,  king  <rf  Commagena*  his 
death,  i.  81. 

JUitidtius,  Sosfanaa,  tribune  of  tiw  peo- 
ple, his  conduct  censured  by  the  senate, 
i.  331 ;  when  praetor,  writes  a  bitter 
satire  against  Nero,  383;   hence  ar- 

.  raignedfortreaaon,383;  condemned  to 
exile,  and  his  estate  confiscated,  384 ; 
afterwards  becomes  an  infonner,  461 ; 
again  banished,  iL  229. 

Antisiius,  Cains,  consul,  L  154;  hia  se- 
cond consulship,  285. 

Antonia,  the  dau^ter  of  Claudius,  es- 

■  poused  to  Cornelius  Sylla,  L  327. 
Antonia,  the  mother  of  Ctermanims,  L 

109. 

Antonins,  Tlanuna,  oonvieted  of  extoc- 
tion,  and  banished,  i.  230. 

Antonius,  Haterins,  poor  through  pro- 
digality, but  supported  by  Nero,  L  334. 

Antonius,  Lucius,  an  exile,  his  death 

'    and  Aineral  tumours,  i.  185. 

Antonius,  Primus.    See  Primus. 

Antony,  his  power  swallowed  up  in  that 

•    of  Augustus,  i.  2. 

Apamea,  the  city  of,  overthrown  by  an 

I  earthquake,  eased  of  tribute  for  five 
years,  L  306. 

«4per,  Marcus,  an  orator,  ii.  391. 

Aphrodisians,  their  claim  to  a  sanctuary, 

V  whence,  L  V45;  what  deity  they  wor- 
shipped, 145. 

Apicata,  the  wife  of  Sejanus,  divorced, 
L  156 ;  discovered  the  murder  of  Diu- 

■  sus,  161. 

Apinius,  Tiro,  commands  the  rerolters 

at  Misenum,  ii.  172. 
•Apion,  bing,  bequeaths  his  kingdom  to 

-  the  Roman  people,  i.  365. 
ApoUinaris,  Claudius,  commander  of  the 

fleet  at  Misenum,  when  it  revolted  to 
Vespasian,  ii.  172*,  e8c^;ies  from  Ter- 
racina,  188. 
Apollo,  Clarian,  his  oracles,  how  deli- 
vered at  Colophon,  i.  89. 

■  Aponianus,  Duillius,  j<Hns  Antonius  Pri- 

mus, and  brings  with  him  the  third 
.    legion,  ii.  141. 
Aponius,  Satuminus,  a  general  officer, 

-  ii.  140;  narrowly  escapes  being  mur- 
'    dured  by  the  soldiers,  142 ;  retires  to 

Padua,  142. 
;Appius,  Appianus,  for  his  vices  degraded 

from  the  senate,  i.  85. 
Jkpronius,  Csesianus,  drives  Tacfarinas 
.  «md  his  forces  back  to  the  desert,  i.  120. 
Apronius,  Lucius,  a  Roman  knight,  em- 
,.  ^yed  to  carry  the  dcmandir  of  the 
soldiery  to  Tiberius,  i.  22 ;  he  is  left 
'.  behind  by  Germanicus  to  secure  his 
.  retreat,  89;  is  distinguished  with  the 
i  emaments  of  a  triumph,  50 :  his  flat- 
tery, 74.  . 


Apnmius,  Liteias,  governor  and  pnoen- 
sul  of  Africa,  his  exemplaiy  severity 
to  the  soldiers,  L  120 ;  its  influence, 
120;  iwotects  young  Gracchus,  163. 

Apronius,  Lucius,  governor  of  Lower 
Gennany,  attacks  the  Frisians  with 
various  success,  L  203,  204. 

Apuleius,  Sextus,  consul,  L  7. 

Aqnila,  Julius,  a  Eoman  koigfat,  com* 
maads  some  forces  in  Bosporus,  L 
281 ;  rewarded  with  the  ornaments  of 
the  praetorship,  264. 

Aquilia,  punished  foradulteiy,  i.  183. 

Aquilius,  a  principal  centurion,  ii.  2M. 

Ararius,  Vulcatus,  a  Roman  knight,  one 
of  the  conspimtors  against  Nero,  L  tf  6. 

Arbela,  the  great  battle  there,  L  279. 

Archetams,  king  of  Cappadocia,  under 
l^e  displeasure  of  Tiberius,  and  why, 
L  81;  he  is  inveigled  to  Rome,  ac- 
cused, and  dies,  81. 

Argitts  buries  his  former  master,  Galba, 
iL35. 

AigoUeus,  a  noble  Greek,  falls  by  the 
cruelty  of  Tiberius,  i.  223. 

Arians.    See  Lygiaaa. 

Ariobaizanes,  king  of  Armenia,  killed 
by  accident,  i.  58. 

Aristobulus  created  king  of  the  Lesser 
Armenia  by  Nero,  L  317. 

Armenia,  contest  about,  between  Rome 
and  Parthia,  L  57 ;  is  evacuated  both 
by  the  Romans  and  Parthians,  400. 

Armenians,  how  estranged  from  the  Ro- 
mans, i.  57 ;  their  fickleness  and  situa- 
tion, 90;  they  aie  faithless  and  double- 
minded,  334. 

Armies,  the  mutinous,  in  Gennany  medi- 
tate an  unioo,  i.  27 ;  a  device  to  pacify 
them,  but  without  eiEect,  26. 

Arminins,  a  Oennan  chief,  his  chanetex, 
L  38;  how  violently  enraged  with 
the  captivity  d  his  wife,  and  that 
of  his  child  yet  unborn,  40 ;  inflames 
the  Charuscans  to  arms,  and  inveighs 
against  the  Romans  and  Segestes,  41 ; 
retires  ta  the  deserts,  44 ;  engages  ami 

.  distresses  the  Romans  in  a  morass,  44 ; 
the  latter  are  supported  by  Germani- 
cus, 44;  his  conference  with  his  bro- 
ther ^Plavius,  61;  suborns  the  Roman 

.  soldiers  to  desert,  .63;  harangues  his 
men,  64 ;  his  bravery  and  escape,  56 ; 
his  activity  fails  him,  67 ;  is  a  cham- 
pion for  liberty,  84 ;  animates  his  men 
by  a  speech,  84 ;  defeats  Maroboduus, 
84;  aims  to  enslave  his  country,  107; 
fSalls  by  the  fmud  of  his  kindred,  107 ; 
he  was  the  deliverer  of  Germany,  and 
a  great  captain,  107 ;  and  never  con- 
quered, 107. 

Army,  in  Germany,  mutiny  in  the,  i.  17, 

.23;  in  Judaea  and  Syria,  sworn  to 
Otho,  ii.  55 ;  as  is  that  in  Africa,  55 ; 

,  the  disposition  of  Otho's  anny.  64 ;  it 
is  commanded  by  Silvanus  Titiaatts» 
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85 ;  that  led  liy  Valens,  ite  niutiii7  «nd 
insuirection,  and  hew  quelled,  87 ; 
both  armies  engage  near  Bedriacum, 
that  of  Vitellius  obtains  a  victory,  95.; 

.  Otho's  army  despatch  deputies  to  treat 
of  a  peace,  which  is  gladly  embraced 
by  that  of  Vitellias,  »8;  the  meeting 

.  of  the  armies,  98;  that  of  Vitellius  let 
loose  to  spoil  and  ravage,  105 ;  that  of 
Otho,  after  his  death,  embarrasses 
Vitellius,  111 ;  a  great  part  of  it  dis- 
charged by  him,  111 ;  that  in  the  East 
swears  to  Vespasian,  121 ;  as  does  that 

.  under  the  command  of  Cseciiw,  144 ; 
they  expostulate,  revolt,  and  put  Cae- 
dna  in  fetters,  144;  they  choose  tor 
leaders  Fabius  FabuUus  and  Gassius 

.  Longus,  144 ;  are  beaten  by  Antonias, 
147 ;  are  strengthened  by  fresh  legions, 
renew  the  battle,  and  are  again  over- 
come, 154;  are  totally  routed  at  Cre- 
mona, 155;  revolt  to  Vespasian,  168; 
a  terrible  account  of  the  eonqueiiag 

.  anny,  168;  Vitellins's  army  desert  and 

.  revolt,  175;  that  of  Vespasian,  under 
the  command  of  Antonius,  arrives  at 

.  Rome,  which,  after  much  resistance, 
they  enter,  191 ;  their  cruelty  and  li- 
centiousness, 192 ;  the  armies  of  Vo- 
cula  and  Civilis  engage,  221 ;  ttiat  of 
Civilia  beaten,  but  not  pursued,  221; 

.  the  anny  of  Julius  Sabmus  beaten  by 
the  Sequanians,  246;   that  of  Tutor 

-  routed  by  Sextiliua,  250;  that  of  Vn- 
lentinus,  at  Rigodulum,  vanquished, 
and  he  taken  by  Cereidis,  251 ;  the 
meeting  of  the  legions  from  the  Me- 
diomatricians  with  those  of  Cerealis, 
252;  the  army  under  Cerealis  entrench 
themselves,  254 ;  in  that  of  the  6er- 

/mans,  di#eient  opinions  prevail,  255; 

upon  debate,  the  advice  of  Tutor  to 
,  attack  is  approved,  255 ;  the  order  of 
'  the  German  army  described,  255 ;  that 

under  Agricola  routs  the  Caledonians, 
'  S69 ;  that  of  the  Britons,  under  Galga- 

cus,  their  number  and  order,  371;  that 

under  Agricola,  its  disposition  uid 
.'  wder  at  the  Grampian  hills,  376 ;  that 
.  under  Galgacns  and  that  of  Agricola 
;  engage,  377 ;  the  former  routed,  378 ; 
[  that  of  Agricola  retires  into  winter 

quarters,  379. 
Arpus,  prince  of  the  Cattians,  his  wife 
.  and  daughter  taken,  1.  60. 
Arretinus,    Clemens,    apppinted    com- 
.  maader  of  the  prastorian  guards  in  the 
'  room  of  Varus,  ii.  247  ;  his  character, 
.247. 
Arria,  wife  of  Thrasea  Paetus,  desirous 

-  to  die  with  him,  i.  4^3. 
Arritts,  Varus.    See  Varus. 
4^rruntiu$,  Lncius,  incurs  the  displea- 
sure of  Tiberius,  i.  12;  is  obnoxious 

.^  for  his  great  qualifications  and  fbr- 
'  time,  13 ;  was  accounted  equal  to  the 


aorexeignty  by  AugtHtus,  13;  and 
thence  doomed  to  destruction  by  Tibe- 
rias, 13 :  he  is  employed  with  Capito 
to  restrain  the  Tiber  within  its  banks, 
54;  is  accused,  244;  lus  fine  and  af- 
fecting reasoning,  244;  kills  himself, 
245. 

Axsamesata,  a  castle  garrisoned  by  Cse- 
aemiius  Paetus,  i.  401. 

Artabanus  gains  the  kingdom  of  Parthia. 
i.  57 ;  his  embassy  to  Germamcus,  91.;. 
his  arroganee  and  tynnny,  282;  he 
despises  Tiberius,  and  seises  Armenia 
for  his  son,  232;  his  polities,  232;  hia^ 
affairs  ruined,  and  he  flees  from  his' 
kiagidom,  235,  236 ;  is  accounted  bac- 
barously  cruel,  289 ;  is  recalled  by  hia 
subjects,  240;  his  activity  and  good  ^ 

conduct,  241 ;  his  success,  241. 

Artavasdes,  king  of  Armenia,  deeeiwd 
by  Mark  Antony,  put  in  bmds,  and. 
slain,  i.  57,  58. 

Aitazata,  the  city  of,  burned  uid  demo» 
lished,  i.  340;  a  wonderful  phenome- 
non there,  340. 

Artaxias,  king  of  Armenia,  skdn  by  a 
conspiracy  of  his  kindred,  i.  58. 

Artaxias,  or  Zeno,  made  king  of  Armenia 
.  by  Oennanicus,  i.  90. 

ArUlenus,  Rusticus,  tribune  of  the  peo- 
ple, a  daring  proposal  of  his  in  behalf 
of  ThraaeaPeetus,  i.  459 ;  suffers  death, 
iL  346. 

Aruseius,  Lucius,  put  to  death,  i.  238. 

Asclepiodotus,  Cassius,  his  faithful  aad 
signal  friendship  to  Soranus  to  the 
last,  L  463;  hence  despoUed  of  hia 
whole  fortune,  and  banished,  463. 

Asia,  twelve  noble  cities   there  over- 

.  thrown,  by  an  earthquake,  i.  85 ;  they 
axe  relieved  by  Tiberius,  85 ;  they  de- 

.  cree  a  temple  to  Tiberius,  the  senate,, 
and  Livia,  164 ;  contend  for  the  honour 
af  erecting  the  tonple  decreed  to  Tibe- 
rius and  the  senate,  191 ;  their  sevecal 
pleas,  192 ;  Smyrna  preferred,  193. 

Asiaticus,  an  infamous  freedman,  knight- 
ed by  Vitellius,  ii.  105 ;  his  execution 
demanded  by  the  soldiers,  130;  his 
death,  203. 

Asiaticus,  Valerius,  accused  and  seized,, 
i.  247 ;  his  voluntary  death,  247. 

Asiaticus,  Valt-rius,  consul  elect,  IL  198. 

Asinius,  Caius,  consul,  1.  54. 

Asinius,  Lucius,  consul,  i.  383. 

Asinius,  Marcus,  consul,  i.  309. 

Asper,  Sulpicius,  the  centurion,  zealous 
in  the  conspiracy  against  Nero,  i.  425 ; 
'  his  reproach  to  Nero,  fortiiude,  and 
death,  438. 

.^spvenas,  Calpumius,  governor  of  Ga- 
latia   and  Pamphylia,   contrives   the 

'  destruction  of  the  counterfeit  Nero, 
ii.  74. 

^sprenas,  Lucius,  proconsul  of  Africa^' 
1.38.  ' 
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Astrologers,  a  decree  for  driving  them 
fk'om  Rome,  i.  74;  impudent  deceivers, 
excluded  by  law,  but  entertained 
against  it,  ii.  18;  banished  out  of  Italy 
by  Vitellius,  108;  TbrasuUus  the  astro- 
loger, i.  224. 

Astrology,  judicial,  its  falsehood,  i.  194. 

Atilia,  mother  to  Lucan,  accused 
amongst  the  conspirators  against 
Nero,  i.  431 ;  escapes  trial,  441. 

Atilius  erects  a  large  amphitheatre  at 
Fidena,  i.  197;  is  banished  for  its 
falling,  197. 

Atimetus,  a  freedman,  in  a  plot  against 
Agrippina,  i.  326 ;  executed,  327. 

Atticus,  Curtius,  by  Tiberius  dooined  to 
die,  i.  219. 

Aufidlenus,  Rufus,  insulted  and  abused 
by  the  mutinous  soldiers,  i.  17,*  his 
character,  17. 

Augury  of  divine  protection  revived, 
i.  285. 

Augusta,  Nero's  daughter  by  Poppsa, 
her  birth,  death,  and  deification,  i.  409. 

Augustani,  a  body  of  young  Roman 
knights,  i.  363. 

Augustodunum,  the  capital  of  the 
^duans,  i.  133;  all  the  noble  youth 
of  Gaul  are  instructed  there  in  the 
liberal  arts,  133. 

Augustus,  how  he  acquired  the  sove- 
reign power,  i.  2 ;  under  what  title  he 
assumed  it,  2 ;  the  spirit  of  fiattery 
prevailing  in  his  reign,  a  check  upon 
truth  and  writers,  2 ;  by  what  arts  and 
gradations   he  engrossed  all  power, 

■  and  with  what  ease,  2 ;  his  polities  to 
strengthen  his  usurpation,  3;  the  latter 
end  of  his  reign  why  so  peaceable,  4 ; 
he  secretly  visits  his  grandson  Agrippa 
in  exile,  and  is  thence  thought  to  be 
poisoned  by  Livia,  5 ;  his  last  will  pro- 
duced, its  tenor,  and  who  his  heirs, 
8;  his  several  funeral  honours,  and  by 
whom  proposed,  8;  reflections  upon 
his  fUneral,  9;  various  reasoning  upon 
his  life  and  empire,  9 ;  he  adopted  Ti- 
berius without  liking  him,  and  why, 
11 ;  a  temple  and  worship  decreed  to 
him,  11 ;  the  register  and  summary 
kept  by  him  of  the  state  and  forces  of 
the  empire,  11;   his  counsel  against 

■  enlarging  the  empire,  and  why,  12 ; 
plays  in  honour  of  him,  by  whom 
annually  celebrated,  14;  college  of 
priests  and  public  games  instituted  in 
his  honour,  38 ;  his  politics  in  relation 
to  Egypt,  92 ;  is  unhaMy  in  his  family, 
121 ;  turns  adultery  into  treason,  and 
violates  his  own  laws,  122;  institutes 
laws  proper  for  a  single  rule,  124;  is 
wont  to  travel  aocompanied  with  Uvia, 
129;  his  easy  eloeution,  815. 

Aulus,  Plautius.    SeePlautius. 
Anrelius,   Cotta,   suj^ported   by   Nero 
though  a  prodigal,  i  334, 


Auxelius,  Marcus,  consul,  i.  109. 

Aurelius,  Pius,  the  senator,  obtains  a 
recompense  for  the  loss  of  his  house, 
i.52. 

Aviola,  Acilius,  commander  of  a  legion, 
reduces  some  rebellious  Gauls,  i.  133. 

Aviones.  See  Longobards. 

Avitus,  Dubius,  commander  in  Ger- 
many, i.  349;  his  answer  to  Boiocalus, 
and  measures  against  the  Ampsivia- 
rians,  351. 


Badvhskna,  slaughter  of  the  Romans 
at,  i.  204. 

Balbillus,  Caius,  made  governor  of 
Egypt,  i.  327. 

Balbus,  Domitius,  a  will  forged  in  his 
name,  i.  379. 

Balbus,  Lelius,  chaises  Acutia  with 
treason,  i.  243;  his  pestilent  character 
and  banishment,  245. 

Bardanes,  a  competitor  for  the  crown  of 
Parthia,  i.  252 ;  his  great  vigour,  252 ; 
he  gains  the  monarchy,  252 ;  victories, 
tyranny,  and  assassination,  253. 

Basilldes,  priest  at  Mount  Carmel,  ii. 
119. 

Bassus,  Annius,  commander  of  a  legion, 
his  character,  ii.  167. 

Bassus,  Cesellius,  a  Carthaginian,  upon 
the  credit  of  a  dream,  promises  im- 
mense treasure  to  Nero,  i.  443;  diga 
for  it  in  vain,  and  after  much  labour 
spent  kUls  himself  in  despair,  445. 

Bassus,  Lucilius,  commander  of  Vitel- 
lius's  fleet,  his  conference  with  Caecina, 
ii.  134;  he  revolts  to  Vespasian,  143; 
his  management,  143. 

Bassus,  Saleius,  a  poet,  ii.  393. 

Batavi,  account  and  character  of  the,  ii. 
203. 

BathyQus,  the  pantomime  performer,  i. 
38. 

Battle  in  Germany,  L  39;  othera,  44, 
65;  in  Narbon  Gaul,  between  the 
forees  of  Otho  and  ViteUius,  U.  78; 
near  Cremona,  84 ;  of  Castorum,  8S ; 
near  Bedriacum,  97;  another  at  the 
same  place,  149;  on  the  hank  of  the 
Rhine,  206;  at  Bonna,  210;  at  the 
camp  near  Gelduba,  219;  between 
Julius  Sabinus  and  the  Sequaoians, 
246;  between  Cerealis  and  the  Ger- 
mans, 257;  between  CiviHs  and  Ce- 
realis, 277 ;  between  the  Caledoniana 
and  Agricola,  999 ;  between  Galgacus 
and  Agriodla,  37«. 

Bedriacum,  a  village  famous  for  ceveral 
battles,  ii.  84,  97;  ViteUius  viewa 
the  heaps  of  the  slain  there  without 
the  least  emotion,  114;  battle  there 
between  the  forces  of  Vespasian  and 
Vitellius,  149. 

Benefits,  too  large  to  be  ratnraed,  their 
xewavd,  ingratitude,  i.  MM. 
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Berenice,  Queen,  sappoits  Vespasian's 
interest,  ii.  121. 

Bibulus,  Caius,  his  reasonings  in  the 
senate  against  luxury,  i.  138. 

Bliesus,  in  dread  of  Tiberius,  dies  by 
his  own  hands,  i.  239. 

Blsesus,  Junius,  uncle  to  Sejanus,  com- 
mands the  legions  in  Pannonia,  i.  15 ; 

.  his  speeches  and  behaviour  during 
their  insurrection,  16,  17 ;  his  son  de- 
puted to  the  emperor  by  the  soldiery, 
17;  he  punishes  some  of  the  ring- 
leaders and  puts  them  in  bonds,  17; 
they  are  violently  released  by  the  rest, 
18 ;  he  is  in  danger  of  being  murdered 

.  by  the  soldiery,  18 ;  named  by  Tiberius 
to  the  government  of  Africa,  130 ;  his 
feats  against  Tacfarinas,  152;  he  is 
saluted  Imperator  by  the  legions, 
153. 

Blsesus,  Junius,  governor  of  Lyonese 
Gaul,  furnishes  Vitellius  with  a  most 
magnificent  train  at  his  own  charge, 
ii.  107:   thus  offends  VitelUus,  107; 

.  his  death  sought  by  Vitellius,  160 ;  is 
murdered  by  him,  160;  his  amiable 
character,  161. 

Blesus,  Pedius,  expelled  the  senate  for 
corruption,  i.  365. 

Boadicea,  a  British  queen,  ignominiously 
used  by  the  Romans,  and  her  two 
daughters  deflowered,  i.  372;  leads 
her  people  to  war,  ii.  361 ;  commands 
the  British  army,  i.  376 ;  her  speech 
to  them,  376;  is  defeated,  and  ends 
her  life  by  poison,  377. 

Boiocalus  lc«ds  the  Ampsivarians  in 
quest  of  a  new  settlement,  i.  350 ;  his 
speech  to  Dubius  Avitus,  350;  his  re- 
Aisal  of  an  advantageous  olTerto  him- 
self, and  his  resolute  declaration,  351 . 

Bolanus,  Vettius,  commander  of  a  legion 
sent  to  succour  Tigranes,  i.  307 ;  ruler 
in  Britain,  ii.  352;  bis  conduct  and 
character  there.  362. 

Bononia,  the  residence  of  Valens,  who 
entertains  VitelUus  there,  ii.  114. 

Brigantes,  a  people  of  Britain,  reduced 
by  Publius  Ostorius,  i.  290. 

Briganticua,  Julius,  commander  of  a 
squadron  of  horse,  revolts  to  Vitel- 
lius, ii.  83 ;  he  joins  Sextilius  Felix, 
240 ;  he  is  dain  at  Vada,  281 . 

BrinnA,  his  character,  ii.  206 ;  is  chosen 
leader  of  the  Canninefktes,  206. 

Britain,  its  situation  and  description,  ii. 
354;  fint  discovered  to  be  an  island, 
354 ;  its  people  and  inhabitants,  355 ; 

.  tiieir  religion  and  character,  3j»6 ;  Its 
clime  and  fertility,  357;  its  produce, 
857;  invasion  of,  by  Cassar,  359;  its 
»  princes  restore  Uie  shipwrecked  Ao- 
mans,  i.  69 ;  commotions  there,  288 ; 
revolts,  ii.  163;  a  great  slaughter  of 
the  Romans,  872;  short  history  of 
•fiUxs  thcw,  I6S;  it  is  subdued  and 


settled  by  Claudius,  859;  account  of 
several  governors,  359 ;  Agricola^s  con- 
quests at  his  first  coming,  363. 

Bntannicus,  son  of  Claudius  by  Messa- 
lina,  i.  254 ;  not  so  popular  as  Lucius 
Doraitius,  afterwards  Nero,  254;  his 
forlorn  condition,  286 ;  is  bereft  of  all 
his  faithful  servants  and  adherents, 
296 ;  he  sings  at  a  festival,  and  raises 
pity,  322;  is  poisoned,  322;  his  flo- 
ral, 323. 

Britons,  their  religious  rites,  ii.  356; 
their  manner  of  making  war,  356 ;  their 
government,  356;  oppressed  by  the 
Romans,  fly  to  arms,  i.  372 ;  they  at- 
tack the  colony  of  Camalodunum,  and 
raze  it,  373 ;  observe  no  law  of  war, 
375 ;  their  extreme  cruelty,  375 ;  their 
immense  host  and  fierceness,  375 ;  they 
are  routed  with  prodigious  slaughter, 
377 ;  their  improvidence,  famine,  and 
stubbornness,  378 ;  they  wonder  that 
the  victorious  Romans  should  be  sub- 
servient to  slaves,  378;  they  would 
not  endure  ill  treatment  from  their 
governors,  359 ;  consult  how  to  shake 
off  their  bondage,  360 ;  take  anus  and 
assail  the  Romans,  361 ;  but  are  again 
reduced  by  Suetonius  PauUinus,  361 ; 
by  the  mild  government  of  Agricola 
are  brought  to  cultivate  arts  and  sci- 
ences, 367 ;  and  adopt  the  Roman  cus- 
toms, 367 ;  are  in  great  dismay  at  the 
eight  of  the  Roman  fleet*  369 ;  the 
Caledonians  engage  Agricola.  and  are 
routed,  369;  are  undaunte'd  at  that 
loss,  and  by  embassies  and  confedera- 
cies draw  together  in  great  numbers 
on  the  Grampian  hills,  371 ;  Calgacus's 
speteh  to  them  there,  372 ;  attack  Agri- 
cola, and  are  utterly  vanquished,  377 ; 
their  desperate  and  furious  behaviour 
after  their  defeat,  379. 

Bructeri,  a  German  nation,  described, 
ii.  323 ;  fire  their  dwellings,  are  routed 
by  the  Romans,  and  their  whole  coun- 
try laid  waste,  i.  42. 

Brutus,  the  founder  of  liberty  and  the 
consulship,  i.  1. 

Burians.    See  Marsigni. 

Burrus,  Afranius,  an  officer  of  great 
renown,  made  captain  of  the  guards 
to  Claudius,  i.  296;  he  governs,  with 
Seneca,  the  youth  of  Nero,  314 ;  diverts 
Nero  from  slaying  his  mother,  and 
pleads  for  hearing  her  defence,  326 ;  is 
falsely  accused,  and  acquitted,  328; 
what  share  he  had  in  the  death  of  Agrip- 
pina,  326,  357 ;  praises  Nero's  acting, 
but  grieves  for  him,  363 ;  his  death, 
and  loss  to  the  public,  385 ;  is  thought 
to  be  poisoned  hy  Nero,  and  sorely  la- 
mented, 385;  his  deatti  weakens  the 
^terest  of  Seneca,  385. 

Byzantium,  the  city  of,  its  happy  situa- 
tion directed  by  Apollo,  L  309 ;  its  pre- 
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tensiom  to  fayour,  909;  is  flfxempted 
from  tribute  for  five  years,  S09. 

Cadicia,  the  wife  of  SceTinus,  doomed 
to  banishment  unheerd,  i.  441. 

Cadmus,  from  Phomicia,  instructs  the 
Greeks  in  letters,  i.  256. 

Caecilianus,  the  senator,  punished  for 
accusing  Cotta,  i.  216. 

-Caecilianus,  Domitius,  an  intimate  friend 
of  Thrasea  Psetus,  acquaints  faarn  with 
his  doom,  i.  463. 

Cscilianus,  Mi^us,  tnason  ftaged  a- 
gaanst  him,  i.  131. 

Csecina,  Alienus,  an  abandoned  com- 
mander of  a  legion,  ii.  38 ;  joins  Vi- 
tellius,  39 ;  riots  in  spoil  and  blood,  48 ; 
seises  on  the  money  of  the  Helvetians 
nqjustly,  and  destroys  many  of  them, 
48;  passes  the  Alps,  76 ;  his  behaviour 
changed  for  the  better,  81 ;  passes  the 
Po,  attempts  to  corrupt  Otho'a  forces, 
and  besieges  Plaoentia,  82;  is  repulsed 
-with  loss,  83;  repasses  the  Po,  where 

■  more  forces  revolt  to  him,  83 ;  vexed 
at  his  repulse,  he  meditates  an  ambus- 
cade at  Castores,  85;  the  design  betrayed 
to  Otho's  generals,  85;  the  greatest 
part  of  his  army  routed,  86 ;  is  Joined 
by  Valens,  88;  favoured  by  the  sol- 
diers, and  why,  89;  derides  Valens, 
yet  joins  with 'him  for  the  service  of 
the  cause ;  89 ;  feigns  a  design  to  pass 
the  Po,  91;  his  character,  lud;  enter- 
tains Vitellius  at  Cremona,  113;  rea- 
sons for  suspecting  his  fidelity  to 
Vitellius,  ISO ;  his  behaviour  whUe  at 
the  head  of  Vitellius's  army,  133;  his 
conference  with  Lucilius  Bassus,  134 ; 
encamps  between  Hostilia  and  the 
river  Tartarus,  140;  has  it  in  his 
power  to  destroy  the  forces  of  Vespa- 
sian, 140 ;  sends  letters  to  them,  and 
agrees  to  revolt  to  them,  140;  on  the 
news  of  the  revolt  of  the  fleet  he 
assembles  the  principal  oflBcers,  who 
all  swear  to  Vespasian,  143;  they  again 
revolt,  and  he  is  put  in  irons  by  tbem, 
144;  is  sued  to  at  Cremona,  to  inter- 
cede for  theni  with  Antonius,  155;  is 
despised  by  the  conquerors,  155 ;  An- 
tonius sends  him  to  Vespaaian,  155 ; 
judgment  passed  against  him  in  the 
senate,  158. 

Caecina,  Aulus,  commands  under  6er- 
manieus  in  the  Lower  Germany,  L  24 ; 
is  forced  to  yield  to  the  outrage  of  the 
soldiers,  24;  is  sent  by  Germanicus 
through  the  territories  of  the  Brue- 
teri  to  the  river  Amisia,  42;  visita  the 
•cene  of  the  defieat  of  Varus,  43 ;  is 
beset  by  Arminius  and  the  Germans  at 
the  causeway  called  the  Long  Bridges, 
44 ;  his  brave  counsel  to  hia  army  in 
distress,  47 ;  gains  a  victory  over  the 
Germans,   47;  and  is  distinguished 


with  the  omsments  of  a  trinmph,  50 ; 
directs  the  building  of  a  fleet,  99;  the 
sMps  described,  59. 

Caecina,  Severus,  his  speech  against  any 
provincial  m^istrate  carrying  his  wifb 
along  with  him  into  his  province,  L 
128 ;  his  motion  eluded,  130. 

Caelius,  Cains,  consul,  i.  80. 

Caelius,  Cursor,  a  Rovnan  knight,  oon- 
vieted  of  forging  a  charge  €i  treason, 
i.l31. 

Caelius,  Mount,  consumed  by  fire,  i. 
197 ;  its  former  name,  and  antiquity, 
198. 

Caesar,  the  dictator,  a  great  orator,  i.  315. 

Caia,  a  nickname,  why  given  to  Caligula, 
i.  215. 

Caius,  Caesar,  grandson  to  Augustus, 
his  untimely  death  imputed  to  the 
fraud  of  Livia,  i.  3. 

Cains,  C»sar,  settles  Armenia,  i  58. 

Cttus,  Volusius,  a  soldier  of  the  third 
legion,  the  first  who  entered  Cremona, 
ii.  154. 

Caledonians,  the,  have  recourse  to 
arms,and  advance  against  the  Romans, 
ii.  368;  they  attack  the  Roman  army, 
with  success  at  first,  but  are  van- 
quished, 369. 

Calgacus.    See  Cralgacus. 

Caligula,  son  of  Germanicus,  why  so 
called,  i.  30;  his  nickname  of  Caia,  215; 
his  history  why  falsified,  2 ;  his  enco- 
mium upon  his  grandmother  Livia  at 
her  ftmeral,  206;  his  marriage  with 
Claudia,  224 ;  his  savage  humour  and 
dissimuUtion,  224;  his  wild  spirit, 
ambition,  and  dissimulatioii,  242 ;  he 
is  hated  by  Tiberius,  yet  left  his  euc- 
oessor,  242;  history  of  his  leign  lost, 
247 ;  was  a  ready  speaker,  315. 

Callipedes,  a  nirimame  given  to  Ttbenns, 
L34. 

Callistns,  a  fkeedman,  an  old  and  waiy 
courtier,  L  267. 

Cidpumia,  an  illustrious  lady,  praised  by 
Claudius,  and  thence  persecuted  and 
banished  by  Agrippina,L  284;  recalled 
from  banishment  by  Kino,  361. 

Calpumia,  a  eouxteaas,  denoonees  Mea- 
salina,  i.  267. 

Calpumius,  an  eagle-bearer,  protects 
Minucius  Planous  Xram  the  fiiiry  of  the 
soldiers,  L  29. 

Calpumius,  Oalerianua,  )us  chatacter, 
ii.  202 ;  is  rouideied  by  Mueianaa,  201. 

Calpumius,  Lucius,  consul,  L  196. 

Calusidius,  a  common  soldier,  his  brotal 
behaviour  and  boldness  to  Germanicus, 
L«7. 

Calvina  banished  firom  Italy,  i.  276. 

Calvisius  instigated  to  aceosa  Agrip- 
pina,  i.  325 ;  is  banished,  327 ;  reoaUed 
tmm  exile  by  Men,  361. 

Calvisius,  Caius,  consul,  L  186. 
1,  a   ooloiur  ii 
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planted  by  PuUiiit  Oatorius,  i.  2M; 
insolence  and  tyraiiny  of  the  vetems 
there,  372;  insatiable  avarice  of  the 
priests,  S72;  tenible  apparitions  and 
presages,  373. 

Camerinus,  Scribonianus,  onewhoooim- 
terfeits  that  illustrious  nnne  proves 
to  be  a  slave  named  Geta,  and  is  put 
to  death,  U.  115. 

Caraillus,  Furius,  proconsul  of  Africa, 
routs  the  Numidians  and  Moon  under 
Tacfarinas,  i.  87;  and  retrieves  the 
ancient  renown  of  his  family,  88. 

Camillus,  Scribonianus,  consul,  i.  21?. 

Camp,  Roman,  gates  of  the,  i.  46 ;  the 
Old  Camp,  siege  of,  ii.  211 ;  its  c^rture, 
242 ;  the  Praetorian  camp,  i.  155. 

Campania  desolated  by  a  tempest,  i.  450. 

Campanus  and  Juvenalis,,  Tungrian 
chiefi),  ii.  246. 

Camurius,  a  soldier  of  the  fifteesth  le- 
gion, supposed  to  be  the  murderar  of 
Galba,  ii.  SO. 

Cangians,  a  pe<q>le  in  Britain,  ravaged 
by  Publius  Ostorius,  i.  288. 

Canninefates  destroy  or  seize  several  of 
the  Roman  ships,  iL  258 ;  also  rout  the 
Xervians,  258. 

Canopus,  by  whom.  buiU,  and  whence 
named,  i.  92.- 

Cantius,  Publlas,  collects  the  tribute  in 
Gaul,  i.  59. 

Capito,  Ateius,  employed  with  Lucius 
Arruntius  to  restrun  the  Tiber  within 
its  banks,  i.  53 ;  his  great  accomplish- 
ments, and  infamous  flattery,  ISO;  his 
death  and  great  acquirements,  153; 
his  preferments  yid  obsequiousnesa  to 
power,  153. 

Capito,  Cossutianus,  accused  by  the  Clli- 
cians  and  condemned,  i.  384;  he  ac- 
cuses Antistius  the  pnstor,  383. 

Capito,  Fonteius,  once  proconsul  of  Asia, 
accused  and  acquitted,  i.  178. 

Capito,  Insteius,  pnefect  of  the  camp  to 
Corbulo,  his  exploits,  i  838. 

Capito,  Lucilius,  the  emperor's  procu- 
rator in  Asia,  accused  by  that  province 

:  before  the  senate,  i.  164;  disavowed 
by  Tiberius,  and  eendemned,  164. 

Capito,  Valerius,  recalled  ftom  exile  by 
Nero,  i.  361. 

Capitol,  by  whom  added  to  Rome,  i.  286 ; 
burnt,  ii.  103;  ordered  by  Vespasian 

;  ^  to  bo  reballt,  235 ;  direction  of  the 
work  given  to  Lucius  Vestinus,  235 ; 

.    the  consecration,  236. 

Cappadocia  reduced  to  a  province,  i.  81 ; 
its  taxes  lessened,  90. 

Caprea.  retreat  of  Tiberius  to,  i.  197 ;  Ha 
natural  strength,  and  fine  climate, 
109;  ita  antiquity,  199« 

Capua,  that  colon  v  atvengthened,  i.  332. 

Caractacus,  a  British  king  of  great  re- 
nown, at  war  with  the  Romans,!;  290; 
yoala  himtelf  aAvtBtagMualf ,  «bA 


harangues  his  men,  290 ;  is  routed  by^ 
Publius  Ostorius,  292 ;  flees  to  Queen 
Cartismandua,  is  by  her  delivered  to 
the  conquerors,  and  sent  to  Rome,  292; 
his  great  character,  and  solemn  recep- 
tion  theWj  292;  his  undaunted  be-« 
haviouT  and  speech  to  Claudius,  292 ; 
is  pardoned  with  his  wife  and  brother,> 
and  pompous  decrees  passed  upon 
taking  him,  293.  • 

Carkias,  Seoundus,  a  creature  of  Nero's, 
learned,  but  void  of  virtue,  i.  424. 

Cariovalda,  captain  of  the  Batavians/ 
after  a  breve  resistance,  is  slain  by  the 
Germana,  i.  62. 

Cannel,  Mount,  account  of  tho  oracle 
there,  iL  119. 

Carrhenes  espouses  the  cause  of  Meher- 
dates,  L  279;  his  Inravery  and  defeat, 
280. 

Carsidias  Sacerdos  banished,  i.  245. 

Carrismandua,  queen  of  the  firigantes,' 
delivers  up  King  Caractacus  to  the  Ro- 
mans, i.  292 ;  is  at  war  with  Venusius, 
once  her  husband,  and  supported  by 
the  Romans,  296. 

Caspcrius,  a  centurion,  his  honest  spirit 
and  behaviour,  i.  299 ;  is  sent  by  Cor- 
bulo to  Vologeaes,  and  delivers  his 
message  stomly,  398. 

Cassius,  Caius,  governor  of  Fyria,  con-< 
ducts  Meherdates  to  the  Euphrates, 
i.  278  ;  his  civil  accomplishments  and 
strict  military  discipline,  278;  his 
good  advice  to  Meherdates,  279;  hia 
just  observation  in  the  senate,  340; 
his  speech  for  the  execution  of  all  the 
slaves  in  a  family,  where  one  of  them 
had  murdered  his  lord,  380 ;  without 
any  guilt  he  is  aoeuaed  by  Nero,  447 1 
ridiculous  and  false  charge  against 
hnn,  447 ;  is  banished  into  Sardinia,  448. 

Cassius,  Cbserea,  a  centurioui  escapes 
in  a  mutiny  by  his  courage,  L  24; 
afterwards  kills  Caligula,  24. 

Cassina,  Longus.    See  Longus. 

Cassius,  Lucius,  manias  Drusilla,  grand- 
daughter to  Tiberius,  i.  221;  his 
fkmily  andeharaofeer,  221. 

Cassius,  Severus,  his  petulant  writings, 
their  eflfect,  i.  50 ;  his  virulent  spirit, 
169 ;  dies  in  exile,  169. 

Caatorum,  battle  at,  ii.  85. 

Cato,  Pordus,  a  tool  of  Sejanus,  i.  200.' 

Catonius,  Justus,  a  principal  centurion, 
employed  to  carry  the  demands  of  the 
soldiery  to  Tiberius,  i.  22. 

Catti,  their  territories,  customs,  man- 
ner of  making  war,  &c.  described,  ii. 
320;  their  territoriea  invaded  by  Ger- 
manicus,  they  are  surprised  and 
slaughtered  by  him,  L  38 ;  their  ra- 
vages in  Germany,  267 ;  they  are  rout- 
ed, 287;  are  at  war  with  the  Hermnn- 
durians,  their  bltfOdy  vow  and  defeat, 
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Catualda,  a  Gothic  cbief,  drives  out 
Marobodua8,i.94;  is  himself  expelled, 

•  and  received  under  Roman  protection, 
94. 

Catulinus,  Blitius,  banished,  i.  441. 

Catus,  Firmius,  a  senator,  base  conduct 
of,  i.  71 ;  is  expelled  the  senate,  175. 

Catus,  procurator  in  Britain,  his  rapa- 
ciousness,  and  escape  into  Gaul,  i.  374. 

Celer,  Domitius,  prompts  the  ambition 
of  Cneius  Piso,  i.  101;  attempts  to 
corrupt  the  legions,  102. 

Celer,  Propertius,  liberality  of  Tiberius 
to,  i.  53. 

Celer,  Publius,  a  Roman  knight,  poisons 
Junius  Silanus,  i.  313 ;  he  is  accused 
by  the  province  of  Asia,  334 ;  though 
guilty,  protected  by  Nero,  334. 

Celer,  Publius,  an  accuser,  his  cha- 
racter, ii.  202;  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced, 225. 

Celsus,  Julius,  a  Roman  knight,  doomed 
to  death,  i.  221 ;  he  breaks  his  neck,  22 1 . 

Celsus,    Marius,    commands    a   legion 

^  under  Corbulo  in  the  East,  i.  41 1 ; 
narrowly  escapes  being  murdered,  ii. 
32 ;  is  appointed  by  Otho  commander 
of  foot  and  horse,  64;  signal  exploits 
by  him,  85 ;  is  preferred  to  the  consul- 
ship under  Vitellius,  107. 

Centurions,  murder  of,  by  the  Roman 
soldiery,  i.  19,  24 ;  bravery  in  meeting 
death  of  those  who  conspired  against 
Nero,  438. 

Cepio  Crispinus,  an  informer,  i.  51 ; 
his  charge  against  Granius  Marcellus, 
52. 

Cerealis,  TuruUns,  revolts  to  Vitellius, 
a.  83. 

Cerealis,  Petilius,  routed  by  the  Britons, 
but  escapes,  i.  374;  in  danger  from 
Titellius,  ii.  174;  he  fails  in  an  at- 
tack against  Vitellius's  forces,  189  ; 
is  appointed  commander  of  the  army 
against  the  revolted  Germans  by  Mu- 
cianus,  247  ;  arrives  at  Magontiacum, 
249;  is  impatient  of  delay,  and  in 
three  marches  reaches  Rigodulum,  25 1 ; 
there  takes  Valentinus  and  many  other 

>  illustrious  Belgians,  251 ;  rebukes  the 
soldiers  who  were  for  razing  that  city, 
251;  his  speech  to  the  legions  that 
had  revolted,  and  were  retutned  to 
their  duty,  252;  to  the  Treverians 
and  Lingones,  252;  receives  letters 
from  CivUis  and  Classicus,  assuring 
him  of  the  death  of  Vespasian,  and 
offering  him  the  empire  of  the  Gauls, 
254;  despatches  the  bearer  of  those 
letters  to  Domitian,  254 ;  is  surprised 
by  the  enemy,  256 ;  and  in  danger  of 
being  vanquished,  when  by  his  own 
personal  bravery  he  gains  the  victory, 
256 ;  his  speech  to  the  deserters,  256 ; 
by  a  hasty  march  he  arrives  at  the 
Agrippinian  colony  to  protect  it,  257 ; 


attacks  Civilis  at 'the  old  enttench- 
ment,  277 ;  his  encouraging  speech  to 
the  army,  278 ;  his  troops  defeat  the 
enemy,  280 ;  his  conduct  greatly  cen- 
sured for  the  loss  of  his  ships,  282 ; 
fits  out  a  fleet,  and  attacks  Civilis, 
283 ;  ravages  the  islands  of  the  Bata- 
vians,  283 ;  his  army  in  great  distress, 
283;  his  address  in  gaining  the  Ger- 
mans to  submit  to  the  Romans,  283 ; 
is  appointed  governor  of  Britain,  352 ; 
his  exploits  there,  362. 

Cestius,  Caius,  becomes  an  informer 
under  Tiberius,  i.  216. 

Cethegus,  Cornelius,  consul,  i.  165. 

Chaerea,  Cassius.    See  Cassius,  Chaerea. 

Chalcedon,  the  folly  of  its  founders,  i. 
309. 

Chaldseans.    See  Astrologers. 

Chamavi,  a  German  nation,  their  coun- 
try and  customs,  ii.  323. 

Charicles,  the  physician,  his  art  to  dis- 
cover the  illness  of  Tiberius,  i.  245 ; 
informs  Macro  of  the  approaching  end 
of  Tiberius,  246. 

Chaucians,  the  noblest  German  tribe,  iL 
325 ;  taken  into  the  service  of  the  Ro- 
mans, i.  42 ;  they  commit  hostilities 
against  them,  258 ;  their  country  and 
manners,  ii.  325. 

Cherusci,  the,  their  country  and  man- 
ners, ii.  826 ;  roused  by  Arminius  to 
arms,  i.  39 ;  endeavour  to  cut  off"  Cae- 
cina  and  his  legions,  44 ;  their  device 
.  in  a  battle,  64;  they  are  attacked  and 
routed,  65;  are  at  war  with  the  Sue- 
viani,  83;  seek  a  king  from  Rome, 
257. 

Christ,  our  blessed  Saviour,.put  to  death 
under  Pontius  Pilate,  procurator  of 
Judaea,  i.  423. 

Christians,  Tacitus's  account  of  them, 
i.  423 ;  are  barbarously  murdered  by 
Nero,  423. 

Cibyra,  an  Asiatic  city,  being  overthrown 
by  an  earthquake,  released  fSrom  tri- 
bute for  three  years,  i.  163. 

Cilicians,  their  insurrections  and  depre- 
dations, i.  304;  they  defeat  Curtius 
Severas,  with  a  body  of  hone,  and  are 
reduced  to  peace  by  king  Antiochus, 
305. 

Cilo,  Julius,  the  Roman  procurator  Lt 
Pontus,  carries  Mithridates  to  Rome, 
i.  283 ;  rewarded  with  the  consular  or- 
naments, 284. 

Cimbri,  account  and  character  of  them» 
ii.  327. 

Cincian  Law,  revival  of  the,  i.  250. 

Cinithians,  a  people  of  Africa,  i.  87. 

Cinna,  his  domination  but  short,  1.  2. 

Circus,  particular  places  allotted  in  it  to  * 
the  Roman  knights,  i.  414. 

Citizens,  Romwi,  their  number  under 
Claudius,  i.  265. 

CiviliSi  Claudiusi  his  royal  descent  and 
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chancter,  ii.  204;  his  speech  to  his 
anny,  205 ;  destroys  the  Roman  forces 
on  the  Rhine,  and  takes  twenty-four 
dhips,  207 ;  courts  the  alliance  of  the 
Gauls,  207 ;  his  speech  to  them,  207 ; 
engages  Lupercus,  and  vanquishes 
him,  208 ;  hecomes  master  of  a  regular 
army,  211;  besieges  the  Old  Camp,  211; 
letter  ttom  Antonius  to  him  by  Mon- 
tanus,  218;  his  speech  and  direction 
to  M(mtanus,  219;  despatches  the 
bravest  of  his  force  to  surprise  Vocula, 
219 ;  his  artifice  to  deceive  the  enemy, 
220;  cruelty  to  a  Roman  soldier,  220; 
throws  off  all  disguise,  and  avows 
hostilities  against  the  Roman  people, 
236 ;  cuts  his  hair,  which  he  had  worn 
in  pursuance  of  a  vow,  242 ;  his  great 
cruelty,  242 ;  his  ambitious  views,  242 ; 
his  reason  for  forbearing  the  plunder 
of  the  Agrippinian  colony,  244;  deter- 
mines to  gain  the  neighbouring  cities, 
245 ;  his  speech  to  theTungrians,  246 ; 
he  traverses  theBelgic  deserts  in  search 
of  Claudius  Labeo,  249;  he  and  Clas- 
sicus  send  letters  to  Cerealis,  asserting 
the  death  of  Vespasian,  and  offer  him 
the  empire  of  the  Gauls,  254 ;  advises 
to  delay  engaging  Cerealis,  255 ;  his 
counsel  overruled  by  Tutor  and  Clas- 
sicus,  255  ;  his  army  is  defeated,  257 ; 
he  supplies  his  army  in  Germany,  and 
pitches  his  camp  in  the  old  entrench- 
ments, 277;  he  diverts  the  course  of 
the  Rhine,  277 ;  is  attacked  by  Cerea- 
lis, 278;  his  order  of  battle,  278;  his 
speech  to  the  army,  279 ;  is  again  de- 
feated by  Cerealis,  280 ;  rallies  again, 
and  skinnishes  in  several  places,  280 ; 
his  fleet  attacks  tlkat  of  Cerealis,  and 
captures  many  vessels,  282;  by  the 
artifices  of  Cerealis  he  is  obliged  to 
yield  himself  to  the  Romans,  285;  his 
speech  to  Cerealis,  285. 

Classicianus,  Julius,  procurator  in  Bri- 
tain, envies  and  traduces  Suetonius,  i. 
378. 

ClassicQs,  commander  of  Treverian  horse, 
his  character,  ii.  237 ;  tenders  the  oath 
of  sovereignty  to  the  Gauls,  241 ;  the 
direction  of  the  war  shared  between 
him  and  Julius  Tutor,  241 ;  his  arts 
to  reduce  the  Old  Camp,  241 ;  elated 
with  success,  243;  is  immersed  in 
sloth  and  ease,  249 ;  joins  with  Civilis 
in  sending  letters  to  Cerealis,  254 ;  ad- 
vises to  attack  Cerealis,  255;  is  de- 
feated by  him,  257;  defeats  some  horse 
sent  by  Cerealis  to  Novesium,  258. 

Claudia,  daughter  of  Marcus  Silanus, 
marries  Caligula,  L  224;   her  death, 
%   242. 

Claudia  Pulchra,  a  cousin  of  Agrippina, 
condemned,  i.  190;  Agrippina  endea- 
vours to  save  her,  190. 

Claudius,  the  emperor,  brother  of  Ger- 
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manicus,  i.  118,  243;  his  history  why 
falsified,  2;  means  well,  but  his  un- 
derstanding defective,  243;  succeeds 
to  the  empire,  247 ;  settles  the  fees  of 
pleaders,  250 ;  restores  Mithridates  to 
the  kingdom  of  Armenia,  251 ;  is  blind 
to  the  lewdness  of  his  wife,  255 ;  per- 
forms the  office  of  censor,  adds  new 
letters  to  the  Roman  alphabet,  brings 
water  to  Rome,  256;  his  representa- 
tion concerning  the  college  of  sooth- 
sayers, 257 ;  his  speech  in  behalf  of 
the  Gauls,  263 ;  his  reformation  in  the 
senate,  as  censor,  264 ;  he  checks  the 
flattery  of  Vipsanius  the  consul,  265 ; 
hears  at  last  the  infamy  of  his  wife, 
265;  his  family  alarmed  upon  the 
empress's  marrying  Silius,  266;  his 
terrible  affright  upon  that  marriage, 
267 ;  he  inclines  to  relent  towards  her, 
but  is  hardened  by  Narcissus,  269 ;  his 
affection  returns,' 270;  always  aban- 
doned to  the  dominion  of  his  wives, 
272 ;  has  no  discernment  nor  passions 
of  his  own,  274;  marries  his  niece 
Agrippina,  274;  his  advice  to  Meher- 
dates,  278 ;  and  to  the  Parthians,  278 ; 
adopts  Kero,  286;  the  adoption  con- 
firmed by  the  senate,  286;  his  fifth 
consulship,  295;  boasts  his  mercy 
without  showing  any,  302;  degrades 
certain  senators,  303;  his  absurd 
praises  of  Pallas,  303;  is  pushed  by 
Agrippina  upon  all  the  measures  of 
cruelty,  306;  he  raises  the  power  oC 
his  Areedmen  as  high  as  his  own,  or 
that  of  the  laws,  307 ;  his  compliment 
and  flavour  to  his  physician  Xenophon, 
308;  his  death  portended  by  several 
presages,  309 ;  a  saying  of  his,  in  his 
drink,  fatal  to  him,  310;  is  poisoned 
by  the  direction  of  Agrippina,  312 ;  his 
death  some  time  concealed,  312;  his 
deification,  and  funeral  praises,  313, 
314;  was  capable  of  elegance  of  ex- 
pression, when  he  studied  the  same, 
315. 

Claudius  Labeo,  commander  of  a  Bata- 
vian  squadron,  and  competitor  with 
Civilis,  sent  prisoner  to  Frisia,  ii.  209 ; 
escapes,  and  Joins  Vocula  with  a  few 
forces,  238;  skirmishes  with,  and  de- 
feats the  Canninefates  and  Marsacians, 
238 ;  at  the  head  of  some  new-raised 
forces,  opposes  Civilis,  246 ;  is  defeated, 
and  escapes,  246. 

Clemens,  a  slave  of  AgrippaPosthumus, 
his  bold  design  and  artifices,  i.  79 ;  he 
is  seized  by  a  device  of  Sallustius 
Crispus,  and  dispatched  privately,  80. 

Clemens,  Julibs,  a  centurion,  i.  19 ;  in- 
duces the  mutineers  in  Pannonia  to 
submit,  22. 

Clemens,  Salienus,  accuses  Junius  Gal- 
lio,  but  is  restrained  by  the  senate, 
i.  442. 
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Cleimtettc,  a  fkvedman  of  Senecs,  1. 4S4. 

Cleopatra,  a  ceuttesan,  i.  267. 

eiitfcans,  revolts  of  the,  i.  239,  904. 

CluviuB  RufUs,  Marcus,  gorernor  of 
Spain,  his  character,  ii.  6,  110,  229; 
congratulates  Vitellius,  110;  is  accused 
by  HUarius,  and  acquitted,  110. 

Coeletseans,  a  people  of  Thraee,  i.  181. 

Cceranus,  the  philosopher,  exhorts  Plau- 
tus  to  die,  1.391. 

eogidunus,  a  king  of  the  Britons,  sad 
friend  to  the  Romans,  ii.  359. 

Colonies,  those  of  Italy,  -^th  what  re- 
spect they  attended  the  ashes  of  Ger- 
manicus,  i.  109;  their  sorrow  and  zeid, 
109;  the  manner  of  planting  them  of 
old,  371 ;  how  much  coirupted,  371. 

Comet  tfeen,  obserrations  of  the  vulgar 
upon  it,  i.  367. 

Gominius,  Caius,  convicted  of  a  libel 
against  Tiberius,  j.  174;  is  pardoned 
at  the  suit  of  his  brother,  174. 

Comitia,  policy  of  Tiberius  regarding 
the,  i.  56. 

Confiirreation,  that  ceremony  when  used, 
1. 165. 

Considius  JEquus,  a  Roman  knight,  con- 
victed of  forging  a  charge  of  treason, 
i.  131. 

Conspiracy  against  Nero,  its  suddenness 
and  strength,  1.  425 ;  the  reality  of  it 
questioned  by  the  people,  but  asserted 
by  Tacitus,  442;  It  is  followed  by 
many  flattering  decrees  of  senate,  443. 

Conspirators,-  those  against  Nero  go- 
verned by  secret  interest,  i.  426 ;  their 
slowness  and  procrastination,  427;  are 
animated  by  a  woman,  427;  propose  to 
dispatch  Nero  at  Baiae,  but  are  opposed 
by  Piso,  428;  Piso's  pretended  and  real 
motives,  428;  agree  to  slay  Nero  in 
the  circus,  429 ;  are  vastly  numeroiis 
and  faithful,  429 ;  at  length  betray  all 
their  dearest  friends  and  relations, 
431 ;  many  executed,  434. 

Consuls,  their  election  under  Tiberius, 
how  uncertain,  i.  56 ;  his  strange  arti- 
fices in  recommending  or  opposing 
candidates,  56;  his  plausible  declara- 
tions upon  that  occasion,  56. 

Consulship,  by  whom  founded,  i.  1. 

Coos,  Isle  of,  the  people  of,  claim  a 
right  of  sanctuary  to  the  temple  of 
^sculapius,  1.  163 ;  their  pretemions 
to  the  friendship  of  Rome,  1(>3 ;  they 
are  exempted  from  all  impositions  by 
Claudius,  308;  the  island  sacred  to 
^sculapius,  and  friendly  to  the  Ro- 
man people,  308. 

Corbulo,  Domitius,  his  complaint  against 
Lucius  Sylla,  i.  126;  he  has  satisfac- 
tion made  him,  126 ;  and  is  appointed 
to  inspect  the  repair  of  the  public 
roads,  127 ;  his  severity  in  that  office, 
127;  he  is  appointed  governor  of  Lower 
Germany,  258 ;  lays  there  the  founda- 


tion of  his  future  fhme,  and  defeats 
Gannascus  the  pirate,  259;  the  ^reat 
severity  of  his  diseipline,  259 ;  he  ter- 
rifies the  barbarians,  and  settles  the 
rebellious  Frisians,  259;  he  is  envied 
and  recalled,  260;  yet  allowed  the  de- 
corations of  triumph,  260 ;  be  oats  a 
oanal  between  the  Rhine  and  the 
Meuse,  260;  is  appointed  by  Nero  to 
command  in  the  East,  317 ;  his  great 
estimation  and  experience,  318 ;  his 
variance  with  Numidius  Quadratus, 
318 ;  his  difficulties  in*restoring  dis- 
cipline to  the  army,  335 ;  his  proposal 
to  Tiridates,  337 ;  prosecutes  the  vrar 
with  success,  338;  his  wary  inarch. 
338 ;  takes  and  razes  the  city  Artax- 
ata,  339;  his  exploits  and  able  con- 
duct, 360 ;  -escapes  great  danger,  369 ; 
rescues  Armenia  from  the  Parthians, 
and  establishes  therein  Tignuiea  the 
Cappadocian,  370;  withdraws  to  his 
government  of  Syria,  371 ;  his  coun- 
sels and  measures  against  Vologeses, 
397;  his  embassy  and  remonstrance 
to  Vologeses,  S9H;  reasonings-  of  the 
people  upon  his  behaviour,  399 ;  lays 
a  bridge  over  the  Euphrates,  and 
baffles  all  the  designs  of  the  Par- 
thians  upon  Syria,  400;  advances  to 
succour  Pntus,  402 ;  laments  the  dis- 
asters and  misconduct  of  Pastas,  406 : 
his  demands  on  Vologeses,  406 ;  is  in- 
vested with  unlimited  power  in  the 
East  against  the  Parthians,  410;  as- 
sembles bis  army  at  Melitene,  41] ; 
appoints  certain  centurions  to  confer 
with  the  Parthian  ambassadors,  412; 
his  ravages  in  Armenia,  and  reputation 
in  the  East,  412 ;  meets  Tiridates,  413 ; 
persuades  him  to  resign  the  royal 
diadem,  414;  feasts  him  sumptuously, 
and  fills  him  with  admiration  of  the 
Romans,  413. 

Corey ra,  Isle  of,  i.  108. 

Cordus,  Caesius,  accused  of  public  ra- 
pine by  the  Cyrenseans,  and  con- 
demned, i.  131, 150. 

Cordus,  Cremutius,  the  historian,  ar- 
raigned for  praising  Brutus  and  Cas- 
sius,  i.  176;  his  noble  defence,  177 ;  he 
ends  his  life  by  abstinence,  177 ;  his 
books  are  condemned  to  be  burnt,  178. 
yetcontinue  dispersed  and  read,  178. 

Cornelia  chosen  chief  vestal,  i.  165. 

Cornelia,  of  the  Cossian  family,  made 
a  vestal,  1. 409. 

Cornelius  accuses  Mamercus  Scaunis,  i. 
231 ;  he  is  convicted  of  bribery,  and 
banished,  231. 

Cornelius  Laco,  minister  to  Galba,  bis 
character,  Ii.  5 ;  shares  the  sovereignty  ^ 
with  Titus  Vinius,  5, 10 ;  his  ignorance 
and  obstinacy,  23 ;  meditates  the  death 
of  Vinius,  29;  is  murdered  by  com- 
1  of  Otho,  S3. 
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Comutaa,  Cxciliiis,  accused,  but  iirno- 
cent,  i.  172 ;  yet  dies  by  his  own  hands, 
172. 
Corsica,  Isle  of,  Icept  under  obedience  to 
Otho,  ii.  79 ;  nigh  brought  to  destruc- 
tion by  DecimusPecarius,the  governor, 
79;  the  people  kill  him  in  his  bath,  80. 
ConrimiB,   Messala,  once   govemor   of 

Rome,  i.  177. 
Cossus,  Cornelias,  consul,  i.  176. 
Cossutianus,  the  pleader,  defends  plead- 

ing  for  hire,  i.  250. 
CosButianuB,'  Capito,  his  yillanous  spi- 
rit, and  hatred  to  Thrasea,  i.  455  ; 
his  Inflammatory  speech  against  him 
to  Nero,  456;  begins  the  charge 
againxt  Thrasea  in  the  senate,  459; 
his  reward,  463. 
Cotta,  Aurelius,  the  consul,  his  motion 

against  Cneius  Piso,  i.  117,  1)8. 
Cotys,  king   of  Bosporus,  his  alliance 
with  Eunones,  prmce  of  the  Ador- 
sians,  against  Mithridates,  i.  281. 
Cotys,  one  of  the  kings  of  Thrace,  his 
peaceable  character,  i.  95 ;  is  deceired 
and  murdered  by  Rhescuporis,  96. 
Counsel,  that  of  a  woman  the  worst,  i. 

480. 
CrassuB,  his  power  Swallowed  up  in  that 

of  Csesar,  i.  2. 
Ciassus,  Scribonianus,  his  character,  ii. 

224. 
Cremona,  battle  at,  ii.  84 ;  Caecina  enter- 
tains Vitellius  there,  lis  ;  is  besieged 
by  Antonius,  153 ;  ravaged,  burnt,  and 
utteriy  destroyed,  156. 
Crescens,  Tarquitius,  a  centurion,  bra- 
very of,  i.  402. 
Crete,  pretends  to  a  right  of  sanctuary, 

i.  146. 
Cretonius,  Cains,  his  judgment  of  the 

mutinous  legions,  i.  32. 
Crispinilla,  Cat  via,  who  had  instigated 
Clodius  Macer  to  revolt,  and  laboured 
to  famish  the  people  of  Rome,  her 
death  demanded,  ii.  53;    she  eludes 
the  prosecution,  and  escapes  her  doom, 
53. 
Crispinus,  captain  of  the  guards  to  Clau- 
dius, distinguished  with  the  praetor- 
ship,  and  a  great  reward  in  money,  i. 
249 ;  his  accusation  and  death,  453. 
Crispinus,  Rufus,  why  banished,  i.  441. 
Crispinus,  Varius,  a  tribHme  of  the  prae- 
torian  guards,  inadvertently  the  oc- 
casion of  a  dreadful  tumult,  ii.  58;  is 
murdered  in  it,  58. 
Crupellarii,  what  sort  of  forces,  i.  134 ; 

are  defeated,  186. 
Cuma,  shipwreck  of  the  galleys  there,  L 
^        424. 

Cumanus,  Ventidius,  governor  of  Gali- 
lee, his  crimes  and  punishment,  i.  304. 
Curtisius,  Titus,  heads  an  insurrection 
of  slaves  in  Italy,  f.  171 ;  is  taken  pri- 
r,  172. 


Curtius,  Atticns,  a  Roman  knijifht,  ac- 
companies Tiberius  in  his  retirement, 
i.  194. 

Curtius,  Rufiis,  his  rise,  character,  and 
adventures,  i.  260. 

Cyprus,  people  of,  claim  a  right  of  sane* 
tuary  to  three  of  their  temples,  i.  145. 

Cyrenians,  their  charge  against  Aciliua 
Strabo,  i.  865 ;  its  issue,  365. 

Cyzicus,  city  of,  loses  its  liberties,  i. 
178. 


Daciavs  in  arms,  are  quelled  by  Mucia- 
nus,  ii.  164. 

Dalmatia,  two  legions  stationed  there,  i. 
157. 

Damaratus,  the  Corinthian,  instructs  the 
Etruscans  in  the  use  of  letters,  i.  256. 

Dandarides.   See  Mithridates. 

IDanube,  what  legions  guarded  It,  i.  157. 

Deaths,  voluntary,  why  so  common  in 
Rome,  i.  230. 

Decemvirate.  how  long  it  lasted,  i.  2; 
why  created,  123. 

Decimation,  instances  of  the  jmnish- 
ment  of,'  i.  120.  % 

Decrius,  a  Roman  officer,  his  signal 
bravery  and  death,  i.  119. 

Deities,  Tacitus's  reproach  upon  them, 
i.  463. 

Demetrius,  the  philosopher,  his  dis- 
course with  Thrasea  Paetus,  i.  463; 
attends  him  at  his  death,  464. 

Demetrius,  an  advocate  for  Publiua 
Celer,  one  of  the  sect  of  the  Cynics, 
ii.  2S5. 

Demianus,  Claudius,  a  convict  em- 
ployed to  accuse  Lucius  Yetus,  and 
released  by  Nero,  i.  448. 

Densus,  Sempronius.  centurion  of  a  prae- 
torian cohort,  bravery  of,  iL  31. 

Deputies  from  the  senate  to  Germanir 
cus,  obnoxious  to  the  soldiers,  1.  28. 

Diana,  her  temple  at  Ephesus,  its  im- 
munities, and  whence  derived,  L  145. 

Dictators,  when  chosen,  i.  1 . 

Didius,  the  Roman  commander  in  Bos- 
porus, i.  280. 

Didius,  Aulus,  governor  of  Britain,  his 
difficulties  and  proceedings  there,  i. 
294. 

Didius,  Gallus,  goveriipr  of  Britain,  ii. 
360. 

Dolabella,  Cornelius,  his  ridiculous  flat- 
tery, i.  136,  149. 

Dolabella,  Cornelius,  a  relative  of  Oalba,  - 
his  confinement,  its  cause,  ii.  64 ;  slain 
by  order  of  ViteUius,  109. 

Dolabella,  Publius,  proconsul  in  Africa, 
his  successful  exploits  against  Tacfa- 
rinas,  i.  171 ;  is  ungratefully  treated, 
but  his  glory  increased,  171 ;  is  drawn 
in  to  accuse  his  kinsman  Quintilius 
Varus,  199;  his  motion  concerning  the 
quaestors,  261. 
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Domitia,  Decidiana,  wife  of  Agricola,  her 
birth  and  character,  ii.  350. 

Domitia,  Lepida,  aunt  to  Nero,  her 
greatness,  and  evil  character,  i.  310 ; 
is  accused  and  condemned  to  die,  310. 

Domitian,  son  of  Titus,  kept  in  custody 
by  Vitellius,  ii.  174;  escapes  at  the 
burning  of  the  capitol,  186 ;  is  saluted 

'  Caesar  by  the  soldiery,  an4  carried  to 
his  father's  house,  194 ;  his  debauchery, 
195 ;  his  carriage  before  the  senate  mo- 
dest and  graceful,  225 ;  proposes  all 
honours  to  be  restored  to  Gidba,  225 ; 
advises  an  amnesty,  229;  proceeds 
against  the  Gauls,  247 ;  persuaded  by 
Mucianus  to  retire  to  Lyons,  263 ;  he 
relinquishes  all  functions  of  govern- 
ment, and,  to  hide  his  designs,  feigns 
a  love  for  learning  and  poetry,  263 ; 
grows  remarkable  only  for  his  de- 
baucheries, 351. 

Domitian,  become  Emperor,  stung  with 
envy  at  the  news  of  Agricola's  con- 
quests in  Britain,  ii.  380 ;  yet  causes 
triumphal  honours  to  be  decreed  to 
him,  380;  his  conduct  in  regard  to 
Agiyola,  383;  is  suspected  of  poison- 
ing nim,  384;  his  horrid  cruelty,  386. 

Domitius  Afer,  an  orator,  i.  190. 

Domitius,  Celer.    See  Celer,  Domitius. 

Domitius,  Cneius,  marries  the  younger 
Agrippina,  i.  205 ;  his  family  and  de- 
scent, 205;  he  is  consul,  212;  is  ac- 
cused, but  escapes,  244. 

Domitius,  Lucius,  his  quality,  exploits, 
and  death,  i.  185. 

Domitius,  the  only  remaining  male  de- 
scendant of  Germanicus,  i.  254 ;  be- 
trothed to  Octavia,  the  daughter  of 
Claudius,  277;  adopted  by  him,  286; 
styled  prince  of  the  Roman  youth, 
295 ;  his  marriage,  306.  See  Nero,  the 
emperor. 

Doryphorus,  the  imperial  freedman,  his 
death,  i.  395 ;  supposed  to  have  been 
poisoned,  395. 

Druids  prophesy  the  destruction  of  the 
Roman  power,  ii.  236;  their  direfUl 
curses  upon  the  Roman  army,  i.  372 ; 
their  barbarous  superstition  and  hu- 
man sacrifices,  373;  their  groves  cut 
down,  373. 

Drusilla,  the  daughter  of  Germanicus, 
i.  109 ;  married  to  Lucius  Cassius,  221. 

Drusus,  father  of  Germanicus,  his  high 
preferment  and  death,  i.  3 ;  his  great 
popularity,  and  its  cause,  25 ;  the  canal 
cut  by  him  in  Germany,  and  the  altar 
raised  there,  60 ;  his  manes  invoked 
byhi^son,  60;  how  pompously  buried, 
110. 

Drusus,  son  of  Germanicus,  i.  109, 156; 
imprisoned,  211 ;  starved  to  death, 
226 ;  a  counterfeit  Drusus  appears  in 
Greece,  211. 

Drusus,  son  of  Tiberius,  i.  5;  sent  by 


his  father  to  pacify  the  mutinous, 
legions  in  Pannonia,  19;  their  stem 
behaviour,  19 ;  reads  his  father's  let- 
ters to  them,  20;  his  ofi'ers  do  but 
enrage  them,  20 ;  takes  advantage  of 
the  superstition  of  the  soldiery,  21  ; 
the  reasonings  of  those  employed  by 
him  to  reclaim  them,  22 ;  with  what 
spirit  he  spoke  to  them,  22 ;  debates 
arise  in  his  council,  whether  to  exer- 
cise rigour  or  mercy,  22 ;  he  inclines 
to  the  foriner,  22 ;  is  consul,  38  ;  pre- 
sides over  an  entertainment  of  gladia- 
tors, and  manifests  a  delight  in  blood , 
53;  lives  in  friendship  with  Germa- 
nicus, notwithstanding  the  division 
amongst  their  friends,  83 ;  is  sent  into 
lUyricum,  and  why,  83 ;  sows  feuds 
amongst  the  Germans,  93 ;  ovation  de- 
creed to  him,  95 ;  meets  the  ashes  of 
Germanicus,  109 ;  goes  to  the  army  in 
lUyricum,  111 ;  bin  answer  to  Cneius 
Piso,  112;  by  whom  dictated,  112 ;  re- 
turns to  Rome,  113 ;  triumphs,  119 ;  his 
second  consulship,  126 ;  he  mediates 
a  difference  between  two  senators,  127 ; 
professes  his  delight  in  travelling  ac- 
companied with  his  wife,129;  his  justice 
and  popular  behaviour,  131 ;  is  excused 
for  his  love  of  pleasure,  131 ;  his  letters 
to  the  senate  deemed  arrogant  and 
haughty,  144;  is  kind  to  the  children 
of  Germanicus,  156 ;  his  complaint  of 
the  power  of  Sejanus,  159;  all  his  se- 
crets betrayed  by  his  wife,  169 ;  is  poi- 
soned by  the  direction  of  Sejanus,  139  ; 
his  splendid  funeral,  160;  his  deatU 
falsely  related,  161 ;  reflections  upon 
it,  161 ;  not  chargeable  upon  Tiberius, 
161. 

Drusus,  a  counterfeit  one,  in  Greece  and 
Asia,  i.  211. 

Drusus,  Claudius,  the  stepson  of  Augus- 
tus, i.  3. 

Drusus,  Libo,  accused  of  attempts 
against  the  state,  1.  71 ;  kills  himself, 
73. 

Duillius,  Caius,  the  first  who  signalized 
the  Roman  power  at  sea,  i.  86. 

Duillius,  Aponianus,  leader  of  the  third 
legion,  joins  Antonius  Primus,  ii.  141. 

Eagles  of  Vanis's  legions,  recovery  of, 
i.  42,  69;  temple  raised  on  the  occa- 
sion, 80. 

Earthquake  in  Asia,  i.  85;  relief  ex- 
tended to  the  sufferers,  85. 

Earthquakes  and  fanune,  in  the  time  of 
Claudius,  i.  297. 

East,  what  legions  there,  i.  157. 

Eclipse  of  the  moon,  daunts  the  muti- 
nous soldiery,  i.  21. 

Egnatius,  Publius,  the  Stoic,  appears  as 
an  evidence  against  Barea  Soranus, 
his  patron  and  friend,  i.  462 ;  his  saac- 
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timonious  ontside,  and  false  heart, 
4(52. 

Egypt,  its  remarkable  antiquities,  i.  92 ; 
visit  of  Gennanicus  to,  92 ;  the  forces 
there,  157. 

E.^yptians,  their  religious  solemnities 
abolished  at  Rome,  i.  106;  numbers 
of  them  are  banished  to  Sardinia,  106  ; 
the  rest  ordered  to  depart  out  of  Italy, 
or  renounce  their  profane  rites,  106 ; 
the  inventors  of  letters,  .256. 

Eleazar,  commander  of  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem,  ii.  276;  is  murdered  by 
John,  sumamed  Bargioras,  one  of  the 
governors  of  that  city,  276. 

Elianus,  Plautius,  the  pontiff,  conse- 
crates the  floor  of  the  capitol,  ii.  235. 

Elianus,  Pompeius,  convicted  of  a  fraud, 
i.  379. 

Eloquence,  the  prize  of  it  adjudged  to 
Nero,  ii.  367. 

Elysii.    See  Lygians. 

Emilia,  Lepida,  charged  with  imposing 
upon  her  husband  a  supposititious 
birth,  and  with  adultery  and  treason, 
i.  120;  her  great  quality,  120;  she  is 
pitied  by  the  people,  convicted,  and 
banished,  121. 

Emilia,  Musa,  her  estate  claimed  by  the 
exchequer,  but  by  Tiberius  surren- 
dered to  Emilius  Lepidus,  i.  85. 

Emilian  family,  its  character,  i.  229. 

Emilius,  with  Stertinius,  relieves  the 
Batavians,  i.  62. 

Emilius  Longinus,  a  deserter  Arom  the 
first  legion,  murders  Vocula,  by  com- 
mand of  Classicus,  ii.  241 ;  is  himself 
butchered  by  a  squadron  of  horse  called 
Picentina,  243. 

Emperors,  Roman,  dispense  ^with  the 
laws,  i.  219;  the  permeiouB  conse- 
quence of  this,  249. 

Ennia,  wife  of  Macro,  prostituted  by 
her  husband  to  Caligula,  i.  242. 

Ennius,  Lucius,  a  Koman  knight,  the 
strange  treascm  charged  upon  him,  i. 
150;  protected  by  Tiberius,  150. 

Epaphroditos,  a  f^edman  of  Nero,  i. 
430. 

Ephesians,  their  plea  for  a  saQctuary,  L 
144. 

Epicharis,  her  part,  zeal,  and  arguments 
in  animating  the  conspiracy  against 
Nero,  i.  427;  is  accused  to  Nero  by 
Yolusius  Proculus,  427;  baffles  her 
accuser,  yet  is  kept  in  bonds,  428; 
vehemently  tortured,  yet  resolutely 
denies  all,  and  hangs  herself  in  her 
girdle,  432;  praise  of  her  magna- 
nimity, 432. 

Epiphanes,  king,  wounded  at  Castomm, 
ii.86. 

Epponnia,  wife  of  Julius  Sabinus,  ii. 
246. 

Erato,  queen  of  Armenia,  quickly  driven 
out,  I  58. 


Eryx,  Mount,  the  temple  of  Venus 
there,  its  antiquity  and  decay,  i.  184 ; 
it  is  repaired  by  Tiberius,  184. 

Eudemus,  physician  to  Livia,  a  wicked 
instrument  of  Sejanus,  i.  156. 

Eudoses.    See  Langobards. 

Eunones,  prince  of  the  Adorsians,  sup- 
ports Cotys,  king  of  Bosporus,  against 
Mithridates  the  late  king,  i.  281 ;  but 
intercedes  with  Claudius  for  Mithri- 
dates, 283;  Claudius's  answer  to  Eu- 
nones, 283. 

Eunuchs  in  great  esteem  amongst  bar- 
barians,!. 232. 

Euodus,  a  freedman,  commissioned  to 
see  Messalina  put  to  death,  1.  271 ;  his 
msolent  reproaches  to  her,  272. 

Euphrates,  the  river,  i.  157,  236,  370; 
ii.  273. 

Evander,  the  Arcadian,  instructs  the 
native  Latins  in  the  use  of  letters,  i. 
256. 

Exchequer,  the  Roman,  its  various  re- 
gulations, i.  81. 


Fabatus,  Rubrius,  amugned  for  de- 
spairing of  the  Roman  state,  L  221 ; 
escapes  through  oblivion,  221. 

Fabianus,  Valerius,  convicted  of  a  fraud, 
i.  379. 

Fabius  FabuUus,  commander  of  the  fifth 
legion,  chosen  one  of  the  leaders  of 
Vitellius's  army,  ii.  144. 

Fabius  Maximus  believed  to  die  by  his 
own  hands,  through  dread  of  Au- 
gustus, i.  5. 

Fabius  Paulus,  consul,  i.  229. 

Fabius  Rusticus,  the  liistorian,  praises 
Seneca,  i.  326. 

Falanius,  a  Roman  knight,  strange  sort 
of  treason  charged  against  him,  i.  51. 

Faustus,  Annius,  tried  and  put  to  death 
under  Otho,  for  being  an  accuser  in 
the  time  of  Nero.  ii.  75. 

Faventinus,  Claudius,  occasions  the  re- 
volt of  the  fleet  at  Misenum,  U.  172; 
his  character,  172. 

Favourites  of  princes,  why  apt  to  decline 
in  favour,  i.  126. 

Felix,  fireedman  to  Claudius,  governor 
of  Judaea,  his  great  power,  fortune, 
and  villany,  i.  304;  his  crimes  and 
impunity,  304. 

Felix,  Sextilius,  commands  a  squadron 
of  horse,  ii.  138;  forces  an  entrance 
through  Rhoetia,  249. 

Fenius  Rufus.    See  Rufus,  Fenius. 

FennL    See  Peucini. 

Festus  Martins,  a  Roman  knight,  one 
of  the  conspirators  against  Nero,  i. 
426. 

Festus,  Valerius,  commander  of  the 
legion  in  Aftica,  his  character,  ii.  232 ; 
murders  Lucius  Piso,  proconsul  there, 
233. 
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fidenee-,  calamity  there  fVom  the  fall  of 
the  amphitheatre,  i.  197. 

Firmius  Catus,  expelled  from  the  senate 
for  forging  treasonable  crimes  against 
his  sister,  i.  174;  Tiberiiu  saves  him 
from  banishment,  175. 

Firmus  Plotius.    Bee  Flotius. 

Placcilla,  Antonia,  accompanies  her  hus- 
band in  exile,  1. 441 . 

Flaccus,  Cornelius,  lieutenant  to  Cor- 
bulo,  his  exploits,  i.  338. 

Flaccus,  Hordeonius,  commander  of  the 

'  army  in  Upper  Germany,  his  character, 
ii.  7 ;  y  itellius  commits  the  defence  of 
the  Rhine  to  him,  106 ;  is  well  disposed 
to  Vespasian,  204 ;  orders  Lupercus  to 
advance  against  Civilis,  208;  escapes 
being  murdered,  213 ;  for  his  own  de- 
fence introduces  an  ill  custom,  214  ; 
tenders  the  oath  to  the  soldiers  in 
behalf  of  Vespasian,  218;  they  hardly 
repeat  it,  218 ;  he  is  murdered  by  the 
soldiers,  222. 

Flaccus,  Pomponius,  i.  96-,  captures 
Rhescuporis  by  treachery,  i.  97. 

Flattery,  an  ancient  evil  in  the  Roman 
state,  i.  74. 

Flavianus.    See  Ampius. 

Flavins,  brother  to  Arminius,  fights  for 
the  Romans,  i.  61 ;  his  conference 
with  his  brother,  61 ;  his  son  Italicus 
made  king  of  the  Cherusci^  257. 

Flavius  Subrius,  the  tribune,  zealous  in 
the  conspiracy  against  Nero,  i.  425 ; ' 
his  purpose  to  kill  Nero  in  the  theatre 
or  in  the  streets,  427 ;  how  de£eated, 
427 ;  offers  to  slay  Nero  during  the 
examination  of  the  conspirators,  but 
is  checked  by  Fenius  Rufus,  4:^3; 
Judges  Caius  Fiso  unworthy  of  the 
empire,  437 ;  is  charged  with  the  con- 
sjpiracy,  and  at  first  defends  himself, 
at  last  glories  in  it.  and  reviles  Nero 
to  his  face,  438 ;  his  conten^tt  of 
death,  438. 

Fleets,  the  Roman,  where  kept,  i.  157.. 

Florus,  Julius,  animates  the  Gauls  to 
rebel,  i.  132 ;  his*  speech  to  them,  132 ; 
is  routed,and  dies  by  his  own  hands,  1 33. 

Fonteius,  Caius,  consul,  i.  353;  his 
murder,  il.  6. 

Foreigners,  tyrants  chiefly  confide  in 
them,  1.432. 

Fortunatus,  freedman  to  Lucius  Vetus, 
robs  his  lord,  then  accuses  him,  i.  448 ; 
his  recompense,  450. 

Fortune,  Equestrian,  her  temple,  where, 
i.  150. 

Fosians,  a  German  nation.     See  Qie- 

.  rusci. 

Preedmen,  their  insolence  to  their  lords, 
i.  329 ;  reasons '  alleged  for  recalling 
the  freedom  of  such  as  abused  it,  329 ; 

.  their  rights,  as  a  body,  secured,  330. 

Fregellanus,  Pontius,  expelled  from 
the  senate,  i.  245. 


Friends,  fUling  at  varianee,  become  the 
greatest  enemies,  i.  39. 

Frisii,  their  country  described,  ii.  3S4 ; 
their  sore  oppressionand  revolt,  i.  203 ; 
their  exploits  and  renown,  204 ;  they 
are  settled,  and  their  state  modelled 
by  Corbult),  259;  change  their  dwell- 
ings, 349;  are  threatened  by  Dubius 
.A Vitus,  commander  in  Gennany,  and 
.send  their  two  chiefs  to  supplicate 
Nero,  349 ;  jheirpetition  rejected,  350. 

Fjrontinus,  Julius,  a  governor  in  Britain, 
his  signal  fame  and  aotions  there,  ii. 
362. 

Fronto,  Octavijis*  azraigns  in  the  senate 
the  prevalence  of  luxury,  i.  74. 

Fronto,  Vibius,  general  of  horse,  'puta 
Vonones  in  bonds,  i.  97. 

Fucinus,  the  lake  of,  a  naval  combat  ex- 
hibited theace  by  Claudius,  its  pomp 
described,  i.  305 ;  as  also  a  combat  of 
gladiators,  305. 

Fumius  condemned  for  adultery,  i.  190. 

Fiimius,  an  ancient  orator,  ii.  420. 

Fjiscus,  Cornelius,  joins  Vespasian,  11. 
124;  his  character,  124;  is  second  in 
command  of  the  furces  under  Anto- 
nius  Primas,  137;  is  appointed  prae- 
tor, 198. 

Fnsius,  Geminus,  consul,  i.  206 ;  a  fa- 
vourite of  Livia  theelder,  207;  his  cha- 
racter, and  why  hated  by  Tiberius, 
207;  his£ate,^18. 

Gabolcs,  laoinins,  recalled  from  exile 
by  Nero,  1.  361. 

Galba,  Caius,  once  consul,  terrified  by 
a  letter  from  Tiberius,  falls  by  his  own 
hands,  i.  239. 

Galba,  Servius,  consul,  i.  224.  See 
Galba,  .the  emperor. 

Galba,  the  emperor,  his  aceessian^  pre- 
dicted by  Tiberius,  i.  224;  his  history, 
ii.  35 ;  succeeds  Nero,  4 ;  his  severity, 
4,  64 ;  his  court  compared  to  Nero's,  6 ; 
deliberates  concerning  the  adoption  of 

''  a  successor,  10;  adopts  Piso,  12;  hia 
speech  to  him  on  that  occasion,  12; 
declares  it  to  the  soldiers  and  to  the 

'  senate,  14;  orders  nine-tenths  of  Nero's 
donations  to  be  restored,  16;  discharges 
several  commanders,  which  akirms 
the  soldiery,  16;  is  warned  of  a  trea- 
sonable plot  against  him  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Otho,  20 ;  receives  the  news 
of  Otho  beipg  presented  to  the  sol- 
diery while  sacrificing,  21 ;  calls  a 
coun(al,  21 ;  sends  Piso  to  the  camp, 
25;  receives  false  information  ft-om 
the  crowd,  25;  and  ftom  Julias  Atti- 
cus,  26 ;  his  remarkable  answer  to  him, 
26 ;  ii  in  great  distress  and  suspense, 
29 ;  his  death,  30;  his  head  earned  on 
a  pole,  31 ;  his  body,  after  many  cruel 
indignities,  .is  by  Argius  his  former 
slave  interred  in  his  own  g^rdent  3&» 
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.Galena,  wife  to  VitelUtts  the  emperor, 
her  character,  ii.  110. 

Galgacus,  a  leader  of  the  Britons,  fa- 
mous for  his  valour  and  descent,  ii. 
372;  his  speech  to  his  army  on  the 
Grampian  Hills,  372. 

Galla^  Arria,  wife  to  Caius  Piso,  her  cha- 
racter, i.  434. 

Galla,  Soflia,  wife  to  Caius  Silins,  ar- 
raigned with  her  husband,  i.  167;  is 
condemned  to  exile,  167. 

Gallio,  Junius,  brother  to  Seneca,  his 
motion  in  favour  of  the  praetorian 
soldiers  resented  by  Tiberius,  i.  213; 
is  expelled  the  seihate,  and  banished, 
213 ;  brought  back  to  Rome,  and  im- 
inrisoned  there,  214;  his  fears  and 
perils,  442;  is  accused  by  Salienus 
Clemens,  but  protected  by  the  senate, 
442. 

Gallus,  Annlus,  appointed  commander 
by  Otho,  ii.  64;  Vestricius  Spurinna 
joined  with  him,  76;  is  informed  by 
Spurinna  of  Caecina's  repulse  from 
Placentia,  and  marches  to  Bedriacum, 
84;  is  i^pointed  commander  of  an 
army  against  Civilis,  who  then  headed 
the  revolted  nations  in  Germany,  247. 

•Gallus,  Asinius,  incurs  the  displeasure 
of  Tiberius,, how,  i.  12 ;  he  had  married 
Yipsania,  formerly  wife  to  Tiberius, 
12;  his  ambition,  12;  opposed  to  the 
licence  of  the  players,  54 ;  his  flattery, 
74;  defends  the  prevailing  luxury, 
74;  his  dispute  in  the  senate  with 
Cneius  Piso,  76 ;  his  dispute  with  Ti- 
berius there,  76  ;  is  starved  to  death, 
226;  hypocrisy  of  Tiberius,  226. 

Gallus,  Caninius,  one  of  the  college  of 
fifteen,  L  220;  reproved  by  Tiberius, 
220. 

Gallus,  Clitius,  banished  for  his  friend- 
ship to  Seneca,  L  441. 

Gallus,  Herennius,  commander  of  the 
first  legion,  and  governor  of  Bonna, 
ii.  210 ;  he  attacks  the  Batavians,  210 ; 
is  taken  into  a  -share  of  the  command 
with  Yocula,  and  narrowly  escapes 
being  murdered  by  the  soldiers,  215. 

Gallus,  Publius,  a  Roman  knight,  ba- 
nisihed  for  his  intimacy  with  Fenius 
Kufu8  and  Lucius  Vetus,  i.  449. 

Gallus,  Rubrius,  obtains  pardon  for  the 
cohorts  at  Brixellum,  ii.  103. 

Gallus,  Togonius,  his  extravagant  flat- 
tery derided  by  Tiberius,  i.  213. 

Gallus,  Yipsanius,  praetor,  his  death,  L 
87. 

Games,  quinquennial,  instituted  by 
Nero,  i.  365;  celebrated  at  Rome, 
444;  the  foolish  and  pompous  pane- 
gyrics made  .there  upoa  Nero's  reign, 
444. 

Games,  secular,  celebrated  under  Clau- 

.  dius,  i.  253 ;  as  also  under  Augustus, 
254;  and  under  Domitian,  254, 


.GannascuR,  a  deeerter  and  pirate,  lieads 
the  rebellious  Chaucianii,  i,.  258;  is 
aeized  and  slain,  259. 

Garamantes,  king  of  the,  succours  Tac- 
farinas,  i.  170;  his  ambassadors,  a 
singular  sight  at  Rome,  171. 

Gaul,  insurrection  in,  i.  132;  suppiessed, 
135. 

Gauls,  a  nation  rich  and  unwarlike,  i. 
262 ;  their  nobility  claim  a  share  in 
the  public  honours  of  Rome,  262 ;  rea- 
sonings against  their  pretensions,  262 ; 
they  are  admitted  into  th&senale,  264  ; 
a  general  tax  imposed  upon  them, 
382. 

Geminius,  a  Roman  knight,  doomed  to 
the  pains  of  treason,  i.  221. 

Geminus,  Ducennius,  i.  184. 

Geminus,  Yerdius,  sent .  by  Yespasian, 
destroys  Anicetus  and  his  followers, 
u.  166. 

Germanicns,  the  son  of  Drusns,  .adopted 
by  Tiberius  at  the  desire  of  Augustus, 
and  the  aim  of  Augustus  in  this,  i.  4 ; 
commands  eight  «legions  upon  the 
Rhine,  4;  acquires  the  proconsular 
power,  14;  the  armies  in  Germany 
desire  him  for  their  emperor,  23 ;  he 
is  ui\}ustly  hated -by  his  gra^idmother 
Livia.  and  his  uncle  Tiberius,  25 ;  and 
beloved  by  the  KSmans,  25 ;  he  pro- 
motes the  establishment  of  Til)enus, 
25;  ^  behaviour  and  reasonings  to 
the  mutinous  legions,  25;  he  hears 
their  complaints,  ^6 ;  has  the  empire 
offered  to  him,  and  shows  his  indig- 
nation, 26 ;  his  lifi»4hreatened,  26 ;  his 
perplexity,  27;  he  jis  forced  to  satisfy 
the  unruly  soldiers  tram  his  own  cof- 
fers, 27 ;  brings  those  in  Upper  Ger- 
many to  swear  allegiance  to  Tiberius, 
28;  expostulates  with  the  mutinous 
soldiers,  29 ;  is  cenaured  for  not  with- 

.  drawing   from   them,  29;    dismisses 

.  Agrippina,  29 ;  his  speech  to  his  army, 
SO;  its  efficacy,  32 ;  examines  the  con- 
duct of  the  centurions,  32;  prepares 
to  fight  the  soldiers  who  persist  in 
their  sedition,  33;  his  stratagem  to 
reclaim  the  mutinous  soldiery,  34;  it 
succeeds,  and  they  butcher  one  an- 
other, 34;  wha^  terrible  havoc  they 
made,  35;  he  laments  this,  35;  and 
leads  them  against  the  Germans,  35 ; 
a  triumph  decreed  to  him,  38;  his 
conduct  against  the  Germans,  39 ;  he 
is  saluted  Imperator  by  the  army,  by 
the  direction  of  Tiberius,  41 ;  how 
universally  he  is  esteemed.  49;  his 
tenderness  and  generosity  to  the  sol- 
diers, 49 ;  a  show  of  gladiators  exhi- 
bited in  his  name,  S3 ;  deliberates  how 
to  prosecute  the  war  in  Germany,  58 ; 
liis   proceedings,  59,  60;  passes  the 

{  Yisurgis,  61 ;  learns  the  designs  of 
Arminius,  62 ;  traverses  the  camp  in 
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disguise  to  know  the  sentiments  of 
the  soldiers,  G2;  hears  his  own 
praises,  62;  his  pfopitious  dream, 
63;  his  speech  to  the  army,  conduct 
and  exhortations,  63;  his  good  intel- 
ligence, 66;  his  wife's  conduct  and 
bravery,  (i6 ;  he  raises  a  monument  of 
arms  with  a  proud  inscription,  67 ; 
embarks  with  some  legions,  and  suf- 
fers a  terrible  shipwreck,  82;  hence 
his  great  grief  and  melancholy,  82; 
he  invades  the  Marsians,  and  recovers 
one  of  the  eagles  lost  with  Varus,  69 ; 
ravages  the  country,  and  routs  the  foe, 
69 ;  his  great  bounty  to  the  soldiers, 
70;  his  triumph,  80;  the  love  and 
fears  of  the  people  for  him,  80;  the 
provinces  beyond  the  sea  decreed 
to  him,  82 ;  lives  in  friendship  with 
Drusus,  notwithstanding  the  division 
of  their  friends,  83 ;  is  consul  for  the 
second  time,  88 ;  visits  Greece,  88 ;  as 
also  the  coasts  of  the  Fropontis,  89 ; 
consults  the  oracle  of  Apollo  at  Colo- 
phon, 89 ;  his  generosity  to  Fiso,  his 
enemy,  89 ;  proceeds  to  Armenia,  90 ; 
creates  Zeno  king  of  that  country, 
90 ;  his  humane  and  forgiving  spirit, 
91 ;  his  diiference  with  Piso  heightened 
by  officious  friends,  91 ;  his  noble  and 
modest  behaviour  to  the  ambassadors 
of  the  Parthians,  91 ;  the  court  paid 
to  him  by  their  king,  91 ;  he  tiavels  to 
Egypt,  92;  his  popular  behaviour  there, 
and  thence  blamed  by  Tiberius,  92 ;  he 
visits  the  Egyptian  antiquities,  92 ;  is 
thwarted  and  afR-onted  by  Fiso,  98 ;  he 
falls  ill,  and  is  believed  to  be  be- 
witched, 98;  .his  apprehensions  and 
complaints,  98;  he  renounces  all 
friendship  with  Fiso,  98 ;  his  affecting 
speech  to  his  friends,  98 ;  his  advice 
to  Agrippina,  99 ;  he  expires,  90 ;  his 
amiable  character,  100;  he  is  univer- 
sally lamented,  100;  compared  to 
Alexander  the  Great,  and  surpassing 
him  in  virtue,  100;  his  body  ex- 
posed to  public  view,  100;  whether 
poisoned,  a  question,  100;  honours 
decreed  to  his  memory,  105;  his 
ashes  attended  by  the  magistrates  of 
Italy,  and  carried  by  tribunes  and 
centurions,  109;  his  remains  deposited 
in  the  tomb  of  Augustus,  110;  his 
fiineral  thought  not  sufficiently  mag- 
nificent, 110;  his  death  revenged,  118. 
Germans,  their  original,  ii.  287;  their 
rei^sters  and  histories,  what,  288; 
their  make,  form  and  complexion  de- 
scribed, 291 ;  their  character,  291 ; 
their  riches  consist  in  numbers  of 
cattle,  291 ;  they  have  not  the  use  of 
silver  or  gold,  292 ;  but  exchange  one 
commodity  for  another,  292;  those 
bordering  upon  the  ftontiers  of  the 
Romans  excepted,  292 ;  they  are  sup- 


posed not  to  abound  in  iron,  293;  their 
armour,  and  manner  of  making  war, 
293 ;  their  greatest  disgrace,  Vhat,  295 ; 
their  manner  of  choosing  kings  and 
generals,  295;  none  but  their  priests 
allowed  to  inflict  punishment,  295  ; 
their  usual  custom  of  forming  their 
armies,  an  incitement  to  valour,  296  ; 
their  women  useftil  and  assisting  even 
in  battle,  296;  their  worship,  and 
deities,  297 ;  method  of  divining  by- 
lots,  299 ;  they  ha«re  divine  presatres 
and  admonitions  from  horses^  300; 
their  method  of  .divining  in  affairs  of 
the  highest  consequence,  300;  their 
manner  of  reckoning  time,  300 ;  their 
manner  of  assembling  their  diets,  300 ; 
their  nfanner  of  proposing  and  de- 
bating affairs  there,  301 ;  crimes  and 
punishments,  301 ;  their  method  of 
choosing  rulers  and  officers  of  justice, 
303;  their  notions  of  honour,  and 
manner  of  bestowing  it,  303;  they 
cannot  brook  repose,  yet  have  an  aver- 
sion to  labour,  305;  they  have  no 
cities,  306 ;  their  manner  of  building, 
30G ;  the  dress  of  their  men  end  women, 
307;  their  laws  of  matrimony,  their 
punishment  of  adultery,  309;  their 
custom  of  educating  their  youth,  310 ; 
their  manner  of  making  up  quarrels 
of  one  family  with  another,  312  ;  they 
are  famous  for  their  liberality  and  hos- 
pitality, 312 ;  their  usual  way^of  spend- 
ing their  time,  312;  a^d  manner  of 
consulting,  313 ;  their  excess  in  drink> 
ing,  313;  their  food  and  manner  of 
living,  314;  their  public  diversions, 
314;  they  are  exceedingly  addicted  to 
gaming,  314 ;  their  manner  of  treating 
slaves,  315;  are  strangers  to  usury, 
315 ;  their  tillage  and  husbandry.  316 ; 
their  funeral  solemnities,  316;  the  ori- 
ginal of  several  nations  of  them,  317  ; 
their  great  power  and  bravery,  in  com- 
parison of  other  nations,  327. 

Germans,  whilst  under  the  effect  of  a 
debauch,  attacked  by  Germanicus  with 
infinite  slaughter,  1. 36;  their  counsels 
how  to  deal  with  the  Romans  in  dis- 
tress, 47;  they  attack  the  Romans 
with  assurance  of  victory,  47 ;  are  de- 
feated and  slaughtered,  48;  their  prin- 
cipal advantages  against  an  invader, 
5<> ;  their  mighty  defeat  and  slaughter, 
65 ;  they  are  enraged  by  a  Roman  tro- 
phy, 66;  though  defeated  they  try 
another  battle,  66 ;  their  advantageous 
post,  66 ;  they  are  routed  and  slaugh- 
tered, 67 ;  their  courage,  67 ;  they  am 
unfit  for  a  close  engagement,  67 ;  they 
reckon  the  Ilomans  invineible,  69. 

Germany,  its  bounds  and  situation,  ii. 
206 ;  its  lands  productive  of  grain,  but 
not  kindly  to  fhiit-trees,  291 ;  all  the 
cattle  then  small,  291 ;  near  lost  -  to 


wraz. 
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t  the  Romaiis,  164;  bat  upon  the  ap- 

,  pioach    of  the  Roman  annieB  that 

I  country  submits,  240.  * 

Germany  (so  called),  a  part  of  Gaul,  i.  23 ; 
disturbances  in,  24;  how  suppressed, 
34 ;  w^r  with  Arminlus,  41. 

Geta,  a  slave  and  an  impostor,  doomed 
to  die  for  being  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
spiracy against  Vitellius,  ii.  115. 

Geta,  Lucius,  captain  of  the  praetorian 
guards  to  Claudius,  aman  of  uncertain- 
faith,  i.  269.  « 

Gotarzes,  king  of  Farthia,  his  bar- 
barities, i.  251 ;  is  forced  to  abandon 
his  kingdom,  252;  recalled,  he  plays 
the  tyraiit  again,  and  is  again  forsaken 
by  his  people,  253 ;  his  detestable  ty- 
ranny, 277;  routs  Meherdates,  and 
cuts  off  his  ears,  280 ;  his  death,  280. 

Gothi,  their  situation  and  government,  ii. 
336. 

Gothinians.    See  Marsignians. 

Government,  how  manykhids  of,  i.  175; 
one  equal  and  mixed,  how  rare,  175. 

Governor  of  Rome,  his  office,  what,  and 
when  appointed,  i.  219. 

Gracchi,  Sempnmius  and  Caius,  styled 
exciters  of  the  people,  i.  123 ;  character 
of  Gracchus  as  an  orator,  ii.  416. 

Gracchus,  Sempronius,  his  character 
and  doom,  i.  37;  the  adulterer  of  Julia, 
37 ;  thence  banished  to  Cercina,  and 
assassinated  by  order  of  Tiberius,  37 ; 
he  dies  bravely,  88 ;  his  son  Caius, 
163. 

Graecilis,  ^lius,  his  envious  conduct, 
i.  348. 

Grsecina,  Pomponia,  accused  for  em- 
bracing a  foreign  superstition,  and  ac- 
quitted, i.  333 ;  her  great  age  and  af- 
fliction, 833. 

Gndus,  Munatius,  a  Roman  knight,  one 
of  the  conspirators  against  Nero,  i. 
426. 

Granins,  Quintu%  accuses  Calpuxnius 
Piso,  i.  168. 

Graptus,  Nero's  flreedman,  a  subtle  and 
wicked  courtier,  i.  345 ;  forges  a  plot 
against  Cornelius  Sylla,  345. 

Gratianus,  Tatius,  charged  with  trea- 
.son,  and  executed,  i.  238. 

Greeks  admire  chiefly  their  own  exploits, 
i.  107 ;  their  freedom  of  speech,  1 77. 

GriphU9,  Flotius,  a  senator,  U.  169; 
appointed  praetor  in  the  room  of  Ter- 
tius  Julianus,  224. 


Hamus,  Mount,  winter  begins  suddenly 

there,  i.  189. 
Halicamassus,  no-earthquake  felt  thera 

in  1200  years,  i.  192. 
Halotus,  the  eunuch,  administers  poison 

to  his  master  Claudius,  i.  311. 
Haterius,  I>ecimns,  consul,  i.  138. 
Hateriua,  (luintvs»  oiTends  Tiberim,  L 


IS;  obtains  protection  flromLivia,  13; 
vindicates  the  players,  54;  -arraigns 
the  luxury  of  the  Romans,  74;  his 
death  and  quality,  196;  character  of 
his  eloquence,  196. 

Helius,  the  imperial  freedman,  a  poi- 
soner, i.  318. 

Hellusii,  a  fabulous  account  of  them, 
ii.  342. 

Helvicones,  ii.  335. 

Helvidius  Friscus.    See  Priscus. 

Helvius  Rufiis,  saves  a  Roman  citizen, 
1.  120 ;  his  reward,  120. 

Heralds  and  priests,  question  of  the 
rank  of,  i.  146. 

Hercules,  his  pillars  reported  to  be 
standing,  ii.  324;  he  of  Egypt  the 
oldest  of  all,  i.  93;  he  of  Mount 
Sambulos,  his  hunting  horses,  their 
miraculous  feats,  279 ;  appears  to  his 
priests  in  their  sleep,  279. 

Herennius,  commander  of  a  legion,  ia  . 
slain  by  order  of  Valentinus  and  Tutor, 
ii.  250 ;  their  reasons  for  his  murder, 
250. 

Herennius  Senecio,  put  to  death,  and 
why,  ii.  346. 

Hermunduri,  their  character  and  situa- 
tion, ii.  333 ;  their  contest  with  the 
Catti  about  the  property  of  a  river, 
i.  351 ;  they  prove  conquerors,  352. 

Hierocsesarea,  its  inhabitants  claim  a 
right  of  sanctuary,  whence,  i.  145. 

Hilarius,  flreedman  to  Vitellius,  his 
charge  against  Gluvius  Rufus,  go- 
vernor of  Spain,  ii.  110;  is  himself 
doomed  to  punishment,  110. 

Hispo,  Romanus,  an  accuser,  i.  51; 
himself  condemned,  395. 

Historian,  duty  of  the,  i.  147. 

History,  that  of  the  f^ee  state,    how 

^.  abounding  in  agreeable  matter,  i.  175; 
the  use  of  it,  1 75 ;  the  folly  and  infamy 
of  suppressing  it,  178. 

Hormus,  fireedman  to  Vespasian,  ad- 
vanced to  the  equestrian  dignity,  iL 

Hortalus,  Marcus,  grandson  to  the  orator 
Hortensius,  his  great  quality  and  po- 
verty, i.  77 ;  his  speech  to  the  senate 
for  support,  with  his  address  to  Tibe- 
rius, 77 ;  the  senate  favourable  to  him, 
78 ;  how  treated  by  Tiberius,  78. 

Hyrcanians,  at  war  with  Farthia,  i.  370; 
send  ambassadors  to  Rome,  370. 


Ibekiaks,  whence  sprung,  i.  234. 

Icelus,  freedman  to  Galba,  vested  with 
the  equestrian  dignity,  and  new-named 
Martianus,  ii.  10;  his  great  sway  in 
the  ministry,  10;  he  combines  with 
Laco,  10 ;  is  executed  by  command  of 
Otho,  33. 

Icenians,  a  powerful  people  in  Britain, 
L  290 ;  their  bravery  and  defeat,  290. 


•^A 


lUyrium,  tbe  l^ioni  tlune  neruited, 
i.  45C. 

Impcrator,  its  original  meaning, .  L  S ; 
who  the  last  geneial  ulated  by  that 
name,  153. 

Incendiaries,  how  readily  delivered  to 
punishment  by  their 'brethren,  i.  JU. 

Incest,  laws  against,  i.  276. 

Indus,  Julius,  a  Gaul,  an  enemy  to  Ju- 
lius Florus,  i.  183. 

Informers,  rise  of,  i.  51 ;  their  activity, 
112, 131 ;  styled  the  guazdians  of  the 
laws  by  Tiberius,  174. 

Ingniomerus,  a  German  leader,  his  ad- 
vice fiercer  than  that  of  Amunius, 
and  thence  better  liked,  L  47 ;  how  he 
escaped  upon  a  defeat,  65 ;  his  intre- 
pidity, 67;  he  deserts  to  Macoboduus, 
83. 

Insechians,  a  people  friendly  to  the  Ro- 
mans, i.  336. 

Ireland,  its  situation,  aixe,  soil,. and. cli- 
mate, ii.  366 ;  a  petty  king  fxaca,  thence 
under  the  protection  of  Agiioola,  368. 

Italian  allies  deceived  by  promises.firom 
Rome,  i.  124. 

Italicus,  son  of  Flavins,  and  nephew  to 
Axminius,  sent  from  Rome  to  rule 
over  the  Cherusci,  i.  257;  thte  begin- 
ning of  his  reign  popular,  but.  dis- 

,  tressed  with  factions,  257;  is  intoxi- 
cated with  good  fortune,  and  grows 
tyrannical,  258;  is  expelled,  but  re- 
stored, and  continues  to  afflict  the 
Cheruscan  state,  ^58. 

Italy,  how  guarded,  i.  157;  a  Servile 
War  there,  how  checked,  171 ;  from 
the  Po  to  the  Alps,  posseeaed  by  the 
troops  of  Vitellius,  U.-80. 

Iturea  annexed  to  the  province  of  Syria, 
i.  284. 

Iturius,  instigated  to  aoeiwe  Agrippina, 
i.  325;  banished,  327;  recalled  from 
exile  by  Nero,  361 . 

Izates,  king  of  the  Adiabenians,  < 
Meherdates,  1. 280. 


JXKU8AI.BV,  its  description  and  situar 
tion,ii.  274;  its  strong  fortifications,275; 
their  alleged  cause,  275 ;  its  sumptuous 
Temple,  275;  the  conunand   of  the 
city  divided  between  Simon  and  John, 
•    surnamed  Bargioras,  275 ;  the  defence 
,    and  command  of  the  Temple  in  the 
hands  of  Eleazar,  276 ;  the  city  is  be- 
sieged by  Titus,  276. 
Jews,  their  rise  and  antiquity,  ii.  265; 
their  religious  ordinances,  267;  their 
peculiar  ceremonies  and  customs,  268 ; 
their  various  lot  since  the  time  of  the 
Assyrian  empire  to  the  siege  of  Jeru- 
'  salem  by  Titus,  272;  their  religious 
'  solemnities  abolished  at  Rome,  i.  106 ; 
a  great  number  banished  to  Sardinia, 
' .  106;  they  are  obliged  to  leave  Italy, 


elites,  106; 
their  iDsiirreatiiim  in  <thetime-.of  Cali- 
gula and  Claudiua,  304.  i 

•John,  suinamed  Bargioras,  one  of  the 
governors  of  Jerusalem,  employs  as- 
sassins, who  murder  Eieasar,  ii.  276 ; 
he  takes  possession  of  the  Tempit 
there,  276. 

Jordan,  that  river  described,  ii.  270. 

Juba,  king  of  Mauritania,  i.  157. 
.  Judsea,  that  province  prays  an  abate- 
ment of  taxes,  k  81 ;  annexed  to  the 
government  of  Syria,  284;  all  except 
Jerusalem  reduced  by  Vespasian,  ii. 
70;  its  boundaries  described,  270;  its 
natural  history,  270 ;  a  summary  of  its 
government  from  the  Assyrian  empire 
till  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  by  Titus, 
272. 

.Julia,  daughter  of  Augustus  and  wife  of 

^  Tiberius,  her  character  and  intrigues, 
i.  37;  banishsd  by  Augustus,  and 
doomed  to  perish  through  want  bar 
Tiberius,  37. 

Julia,  daughter  of  Drusus,  married  to 
Nero,  i.  125 ;  her  imprudence,  196 ;  her 
second  marriage,  228 ;  her  deatb  caused 
by  Messalina,  3.13. 

Julia,  daughter  of  Germanicus,  birth  of, 
i.  88;  brought  to  Italy,  108;  her  max- 
riage,  221. 

Julia,  grandau0iter  to  Augustus,  ba- 
nished, i.  122 ;  dies  in  exile,  203. 

Julia  Augusta,  mother  of  Tiberius,  i. 
206 ;  her  death  and  funeral,  207 ;  cbange 
in  the  conduct  of  Tiberius,  207. 

Julia  Calvina  accuse^  of  incest,  i.  274 ; 

.     banished,  276. 

.iuhanus  Tertius  flees  for  fear  oi  being 
murdered,  ii.  123  ;  appointed  by  Yitel- 
lius  to  reclaim  the  soldiers,  aad  goes 

.  over  to  the  side  of  Vespasian,  1 72 ;  h  is 
character,  187;  commands  at  l^rra- 
cina,  is  taken  by  Lucius  Vitellius,  and 
murdered  by  him,  188. 

Julianus  Tertius  degraded  from  tbe 
pEBtorship  by  the  senate,  IL  224;  is 
restored,  225. 

Julius  Auspex,  dissuades  the  people  of 

.     Rhelms  firom  revolt,  u,  248. 

Julius  Florus,  an  insurgent  in  Gaul,  i. 
132 ;  kiUs  himself,  133. 

Julius  Frontinus.    See  Frontinus. 

Julius  Mansuetus  killed  by  his  son  at 
the  battle  of  Bedriacum,  ii.  151. 

Julius  Martialis,  the  tribune,  suspected 
of  the  conspiracy  against  Galba,  ii.  21. 

Julius  Sabinus.    See  Sabinus,  Juliua. 

Julius  Sacrovir,  an  insurgent  in  Gaul,  L 
182;  his  device,  133;  his  successes, 
133;  is  defeated,  135;  kills  himaelf, 
136. 

Julius  Tutor.    See  Tutor. 

Junia,  sister  of  Marcus  Brutus,  death 
of,i.  153;  her  will,  153. 

JfuaUu,  a  dealer  in  cUaons,  i.  72. 


'.^3^ 


Juniizs  Deeinras,  consii],  i.  SOtf. 

JupiteT»  his  priest,  generally  confined  to 
Rome,  i.  143;  ivhaft  inununities  he  en- 
joyed, 166. 

Justus  Fabitts,  a  speaker  urthe  Dialogue 
on  Oratory,  ii.  390. 

Juyenales,  sports  instituted  by  Nno,  i. 
363 ;  in  them  men  of  all  naks  debase 
themselves,  363.  ' 

KiKos  were  the  origina}  magistrates  of 
Rome,  i.  1. 

Knights,  Roman,  not  suffered  to  asso- 
ciate "With  actors,  i.  54;  their  oblation 
upon  the  recovery  of  IJvia,  150;  ac- 
count of  their  Judicial  power,  307. 

Labeo,  Antistius,  his  accomplisfameDts, 
i.  153;  not  a  flatterer  of  power,  and 
thence  checked  from  rising  to  the  &:st 
dignities,  1S2. 

Labeo,  Asconiua,  onee  tutor  to  Nero, 
distinguished  with  the  consularoma- 
ments,  i.  319. 

Labeo,  Claudius.    See  Claudius. 

Labeo,  Pomponius.  Bee  Pomponius 
Labeo. 

Labeo,  Titidius,  aecusedifornot  punish- 
ing the  adulteries  of  his  wife,  i.  106. 

Laceedemonians  claim  a  right  to  the 
temple  of  Diana,  i.  183;  their  plea, 
183. 

Laco,  a  noble  Greek,  falls  by  the  exnelty 

.    of  Tiberius,  i.  223. 

Laco.    See  Cornelius  Laoa 

Ladies,  decree  against  suoh  as  -married 
slaves,   i.  303;    many   of  illustrioua 
quality  enter  the  public  lists  as  gladi- . 
ators,  415. 

Lamia,  jElius,  proeonsul  of^friea,  pro- 
tects young  Gracohus,  i.  163;  his 
death,  employments,  aad  character, 
228. 

Langobardi,  a  people  few  in  number,  bnt 
brave,  ii.  331 ;  their  religion,  SS2. 

Laodicea,  city  of,  overthroisn  by  an 
earthquake,  i.  371 ;  it  recovers  again, 
371. 

Lateranus,  Plaotius,  restored  by  Nero  to 
the  rank  of  a  senator,  i.  319;  when' 
consul  elect,  conspires  against  Nero, 
426 ;  his  precipitate  doom,  434;  he  dies 
magnanimously,  434. 

Latiaris,  Latinius,  a  tool  of  Sejanus,  i. 
200 ;  his  treachery  to  Titius  Sabinus, 
200 ;  is  }mpeached,  214. 

Law  of  violated  majesty,  perversion  of, 
i.  51. 

.Laws,  mad<«  by  faction,  i.  123;  their 
number,  the  sign  of  a  corrupt  state, 
124. 

Laws,  Roman;  their  impotence,  and  why, 

.    i.  3 ;  they  are  vanquished  by  favour, 

.  87;  their  history,  123;  their  sovereignty 
preferred  to  that  of  kingp,  123;  those 


of  the  Twelve  Tables,  how  coUected^ 
123. 

Lecaaitts,  a  soldier  suspected  of  the 
death  of  Galba,  ii.  30. 

Lecanius,  Caiutt  consul,  i.  415. 

Lelia,  the  vestal,  her  death,  i.  409. 

liemovians,  ii.  336. 

Lenas,  Vipsanius,  condemned,  i.  332. 

Lentinua,  Terentiue,  a  Roman  knight^ 
convicted  of  a  Araud,!.  379. 

.LeBtukus,  Cneius,  narrowly  escapes  being 
murdered  by  the  soldiery,  i.  21;  softens  ^ 
the  sentence  against-  Oaius  Silanus»  * 
149 ;  hk  death  and  character.  185. 

Lentulns,  Getulicus.  consul,  i.  186 ;  com- 
mander of  the  legions  in  Upper  Ger- 
many, and  accused,  231 ;  his  bold  letter 
to  Tiberius,  and  hia  accuser  condemned 
to  exile,  231. 

Lepida,  mother  of  Heesalina,  L  271 ;  pre- 
sent at  her  death,  271. 

Lepida,  Bmilia,  crimes  and  condemna- 
tion of,  i.  120;  kills  herself,  289. 

Lepidus,  the  triumvir,  his  power  swal- 
lowed up  in  that  of  Augustus,  L  2 ; 
his  turbulent  pursuito,  124. 

.LeiHdns,  Marcus,  guardian  to  the  chil> 
dren  of  king  Ptolemy,  i.  97 ;  in  the 
judgment  of  Auguatus,  is  qualified  to 
reign,  but  not  fond  of  it,  13 ;  pleads  for 
Cneius  Piso,  113;  defends  his  sister 
Emilia,  120 ;  is  sent  governor<to  Asia,. 
127,  246;  hia  character,  127;  is  named 
by   Tiberius    to  the   govemmettt  of 

;  ASl^esLt  1 30 ;  declines  it,  180 ;  his  sfieeeh 

[  against  executing  Lutorius  Ptwaus^ 
187 ;  it  prevails  not,  138 ;  reetoves  the 
monuments  of  his  Dsmily,  151 ;  his  wis- 
dom and  moderation,  167 ;  his  death 
and  nobility,  229. 

Letters,  by  whom  first  invented,  i.  2J6. 

Lewdness  and  immodrsty,  their  eneou- 
rageraent  under  Nero.  i.  363. 

£«c  JutiOf  its  provisioBs,  i.  73,  86. 

Lex  Maje$tatis,  perversion  of,  underthe 
emperors,  i.  51 ;  punishment  of  Lttt»- 
riuB,  137. 

Lex  Papia  Poppeta^  mitigation  of  ita 
enaetments,  L  122. 

Libamus,  Mount,  described,  ii.  270. 

Libels  fwbidden  by  the  law  of  the  Twelve 
Tables;  i.  60 ;  the  penalties  increased  by 
Augustus,  50;  conduct  of  Tiberius, 51. 

Liberty,  Roman,  founded  by  Luciua 
Brutus,  i.  1. 

Libo,  Drusus,  maliciously  seduced  by 
Firmius  Catus.  falls  under  the  charge 
of  treason,  i.  71 ;  the  deceitful  coun- 
tenance of  Tiberius  towards  him,  72 ; 
is  deserted  by  his  friends,  and  why, 
72 ;  the  strange  and  extravagant  arti- 

;  eles  against  hira,  72 ;  his  slaves  eocsr. 
mined  by  torture,  being  first  sold.  73 ; 

'.  finds  Tiberius  obdurate,  73 ;  is  terrified 
by  a  guard  of  soldiers,  73 ;  and  falla 

^  t^poa  his  sword,  yet  the  piosecution 
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carried  on  after  his  death,  and  his  for- 

'  tune  given  to  the  accusers,  78 ;  decrees 
of  the  senate  against  his  memory,  74. 

Libo,  Lucius,  consul,  i.  56. 

LiciniuR,  Marcus,  constl,  1. 196 ;  11.  415. 

Licinius  Mucianus.    See  Mucianus. 

Li;?ur,  Varius,  bribes  his  accusers,^!.  2S1. 

Liguria,  a  woman  of,  her  great  intre- 
pidity, and  resolute  answer  to  the 
plundering  soldiers,  ii.  77. 

Lingones  defeated  by  the  Sequanians,  ii. 
246. 

Livia,  mother  of  Tiberius,  L  3 ;  wife  of 
Augustus,  3 ;  her  enmity  to  her 
step  -  sons,  3 ;  her  absolute  sway 
over  Augustus,  4;  suspected  of  his 
deatb,  5;  her  management  upon  the 
death  of  Augustus  to  secure  the  so> 
vereignty  to  Tiberius,  6;  styled  Au- 
gusta, 8 ;  flattery  of  the  senate  towards 
her,  13 ;  Tiberius  is  jealous  of  her  cre- 
dit, 14 ;  she  appears  not  at  the  funeral 
of  Germanicus,  and  why,  109 ;  is  seized 
with  a  violent  distemper,  146*,  lives 
upon  ill  terms  with  her  son,  146 ;  flat- 
tering decrees  of  senate  upon  her  111- 

.  nesB,  and  supplications  for  her  re- 
covery, 146 ;  jealous  of  her  power,  162 ; 

t  at  variance  with  her  son,  194 ;  her 
ambition,  and  reproaches  to  him,  194; 
destroys  most  of  the  family  of  Augus- 
tus, and  affects  to  show  kindness  to 
the  rest,  203;  her  great  age,  death, 
and  character,  206. 

Livia,  wife  of  Drusus,  i.  83 ;  delivered 
of  jnale  twins,  105;  joy  of  Tiberius, 
105;  debauched  by  Sejanus,  156;  plots 
against  her  husband,  156;  her  jealousy 
of  Agripplna,  162;  urges  Sejanus  to 
marry  her,  180;  her  death,  227;  de- 
crees against  her  statues  and  memory, 
213. 

Livilla,  wife  of  Drusus.    See  Livia. 

Livineius,  Regulus,  banished,  why,  i. 
365. 

Livy,  the  historian,  his  many  enco- 
miums upon  Pompey,  i.  176 ;  he  re- 
viles not  the  enemies  of  daesar  and 
Augustus,  but  often  commends  them, 
176 ;  friendship  of  Augustus,  176. 

Locusta,  the  poisoner,  an  instrument  of 
imperial  rule,'  i.  31 1 ;  she  prepares  a 
deadly  potion  for  Claudius,  311 ;  and 
for  Britannicus,  322. 

Lollia,  Faullina,  recommended  to  Clau- 
dius for  a  wife  by  Callistus,  i.  273; 
crimes  being  fk-amed  against  her  by 
Agrippina,  she  is  doomed  to  banish- 
ment, and  compelled  to  kill  herself, 
284;  her  great  quality,  and  immense 
wealth,  284. 

LondiHi,  the  city  of,  a  noble  mart,  L  374; 
abandoned  by  Suetonius,  375. 

Longinus.    See  Emilius  Longinus. 

Longus,^Cassius,  chosen  leader  of  Vitel- 
lius'a  anny  by  the  soldiers,  iL  144.- 


Lucan,  the  "poet,  ill  used  by  Nero,  L 
426 ;  hates  him,  and  conspires  against 
him,  426;   persists  long  in   denying,  . 
at  last,  upon  promises  of  pardon,  owns  ' 
the  conspiracy,  431;  informs  against 
his  mother,  431 ;  is  sentenced  to  die, 

I  and   nobly  undergoes   the    pains    of  | 
death,  440. 

Lucilius,  a  centurion,  put  to  death  by 
the  soldiery,  i.  19. 

Lucilius  Bassus.    See  Bassus. 

Lucilius,  Longus,  a  constant  friend  to 
Tiberius,  his  death  affects  the  em- 
peror, i.  164;  his  funeral  honours, 
164. 

Lucius,  Csesar,  grandson  to  Augustus, 
his  early  death  imputed  to  Livia,  i.  3. 

Lucius  Piso,  ;proconsul  in  Africa,  his 
murder,  ii.  231. 

Lucius  Publius,  his  flattery,  i.  74. 

Lucius  Vetus.    See  Vetus,  Lucius. 

Lupercus,  Mummius,  advances  against 
Civilis,  ii.  208;  is  obliged  with  his 
legions  only  to  escape  to  the  Old  Camp, 
209;  which  he  fortifies,  but  neglects 
to  secure  provisions,  211;  is  besieged 
by  Civilis,  211 :  is  taken  and  sent  to 
be  presented  to  Veleda,  but  in  the 
journey  thither  he  is  slain,  242. 

Lupus,  Curtius,  quaestor,  suppresses  the 
Servile  War  in  Italy,  i.  171. 

Lupus,  Junius,  the  senator;  accuses 
Vitellius,  but  is  himself  banished,  i. 
297. 

Lupus,  Numisius,  joins  Antonius  Pri- 
mus, and  brings  with  him  the  eighth 
legion,  ii.  141. 

Lutorius,  Caius  Friscus,  put  to  death, 
•      i.  137. 

Luxury,  that  of  Rome  declaimed  agidnst, 
i.  74;  defended,  74;  its  prevalence, 
139;  censured  by  Tiberius,  139;  how 
hard  to  be  cured,  140;  how  at  last 
restrained,  141. 

Lycurgus  compiled  good  laws  for  Sparta, 
i.  123. 

Lydia,  whence  so  called,  i.  192. 

Lygdus,  the  eunuch,  poisons  his  master 
Drusus,  i.  159. 

Lygians,  their  situation  and  customs,  ii. 
335. 

Lyons,  city  of,  damaged  by  fire,  i.  450 ; 
bounty  of  Nero,  450. 


Macsdoh ,  the  government  of  that  pro- 
vince changed,  i.  53. 

Macer,  Clodius,  his  assassination,  for 
raising  commotion  in  Africa,  ii.  6. 

Macer,  Martins,  battle  fought  by  him 
near  Cremona,  ii.  84;  is  in  danger  ot 
being  murdered  by  the  soldiers,  92. 

Macer,  Pompeius,  the  praetor,  i.  50. 

Macrina,  Pompela,  the  strange  crime 
alleged  against  her,  and  her  haniah- 
ment,  i  223. 
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Macro,  captain  of  the  guards  to  Tibe- 
rius, 1.  221;  his  mischievous  spirit, 
231 ;  his  excessive  power,  242 ;  he  pays 
court  to  Caligula,  242 ;  his  villanous 
,  practices  against  the  lives  of  illus- 

trious men,  244 ;  his  notorious  enmity 
tP  Arruntius,  244;  he  is  worse  than 
Sejanus,  244 ;  he  murders  his  master, 
Tiberius,  246. 
Maecenas,  first  favourite  to  Augustus,  i. 

126. 
Msecenas,    Cilnius,    once   governor   of 

Rome,  i.  219. 
Magicians  andr  astrologers  expelled  from 

Italy,  i  74. 
Magistrates,  choice  of,  transferred  Arom 

the  people  to  the  senate,  i.  14. 
Magistrates,  provincial,  why  prohibited 

from  presenting  public  shows,  i.  SSS. 
Magnesia  ruined  by  an  earthquake,  i.  85. 
Magnesians,  their  claim  to  a  sanctuary, 

whence,  i.  145. 
Magontiacum,  siege  of,  ii.  223. 
Majesty,  violated,  that  law  revived,  i. 
50 ;  how  different  it  was  of  old,  50 ;  is 
perverted  by  Augustus,  50;  by  him 
libels  made  treason,  50. 
Malori,  i.  349. 
Malovendus,  general  of  the  Marsiaas, 

i.  69. 

Malu^inensis,  Servius,  though  priest  of 

Jupiter,  demands  the  government  of 

'  Asia,  i.  143 ;  his  suit  disallowed,  150. 

Manlius  banished  Italy  for  adultery  with 

Varilia  Apuleia,  i.  86. 

,  Manlius,  Fatruitus,  a  senator,  complains 

to  the  senate  of  insults  and  indipiities 

firom  the  magistrates  of  Sienna,  who 

'  are  convicted,  and  sufibr  capitally,  ii. 

229. 

Maieellus,  son-in-law  of  Augustus,  i.  81 . 

I         Marcellus,  Asinius,  convicted  of  a  fraud, 

i.  379;  his  quality  and  character,  379; 

'  \  accounts  poverty  the  worst  of  aU  evils, 

379. 
'  Marcellus,  Claudius,  nephew  to  Augus- 

tus, a  mere  youth,  highly  preferred, 

'  Marcellus,  Eprius,  created  praetor  for 

one  day,  i.  274;  accused  by  the  people 
'  of  Lycia,  334;  but  acquitted  through 

faction,  334 ;  his  furious  speech  against 
'  .  Thrasea  in  the  senate,  459;  his  mighty 

rewards  for  accusing  Thrasea,  460; 

dispute  between  him  and  Helvidius 

conoerAing  «ending  ambassadors  to 
*  Vespasian,  ii.  202  ^  his  artAil  speech 

on  that  occasion,  202. 
'  Marcellus,  Ofanius,  praetor  of  Bithynia, 

accused  of  treason,  but  acquitted,  i.  51 . 
{  Marcomanni,  their  bravery,  ii.  334 ;  ra- 
t  vaged  by  Catualda,  i.  94. 

Manccus,  a  Boian  of  mean  birth,  takes 

upon  him  the  title  of  a  god,  ii.  108; 
'  at  the  head  of  eight  thousand  men 

^  invades  the  JEduans,  108 ;  is  taken  and 


thrown  amongst  wild  beasts,  but  not 
hurt  by  them,  108;  is  put  to  death  in 
the  presence  of  Vitellius,  148. 

Marius,  Publius,  consul,  L  383. 

Marius,  Sextus,  condemned  and  exe-. 
cuted  for  incest,  i.  223;  his  great 
riches  proved  his  bane,  223 ;  these 
seized  by  Tiberius,  224. 

Maroboduus,  king  of  the  Suevians,  un« 
popular  at  home,  i.  83 ;  his  speech  to 
his  army,  84;  he  is  vanquished  by 
Arminius,  84 ;  and  invokes  the  aid  of 
the  Romans,  84;  his  power  broken, 
94 ;  what  a  terrible  enemy  to  the  Ro- 
mans, 94;  he  grows  old  in  exile  at 
Ravenna,  94. 

Marriage,  various  fonns  of  contracting, 
at  Rome,  i.  165 ;  marriage  with  slaves, 
edict  against,  303. 

Marsians,  their  forces  routed  by  Caecina, 
i.  39. 

Marsigni,  their  situation,  speech,  and 
dress,  ii.  335. 

Marsus,  Vibius,  i.  100 ;  accuses  Piso  of 
the  death  of  Germanicus,  102. 

Marsus,  Vibius,  summons  Piso  to  his 
Uial  at  Rome,  i.  102. 

Martia,  wife  of  Fabius  Maximus,  i.  5. 

Martialis,  Cornelius,  the  tribune,  feared 
by  Nero,  and  dismissed,  i.  440. 

Martianus,  Granius,  the  senator,  charged 
with  treason,  i.  238;  he  dies  by  his 
own  hands,  238. 

Martina,  an  infamous  woman,  1.  100; 
sent  to  Italy  on  suspicion  of  poisoning 
Germanicus,  100;  her  sudden  death, 
111. 

MaruUus,  Junius,  consul  elect,  his  severe 
sentence  against  Antistius,  i.  MB. 

Massa,  Bebius,  a  procurator  in  Africa, 
one  of  the  assassins  of  Lucius  Piso, 
ii.  233. 

Maternus,  Curiatius,  ii.  391 ;  his  tragedy 
cfCato,  391. 

Mattiaci,  their  territories  and  customs 
described,  ii.  319 ;  a  silver  mine  opened 
in  their  country,  i.  260. 

Maturus,  Marius,  governor  of  the  mari- 
time Alps,  attempts  to  repel  the  forces 
of  Otho,  but  on  the  first  shock  his 
people  are  dissipated,  ii  77 ;  the  rage 
of  the  soldiery,  77;  kindly  receives 
Fabius  Valens  in  his  distress,  162. 

Mauricus,  Junius,  moves  Domitian  to 
communicate  the  registers  of  the  late 
emperors,, thence  to  discover  the  ac- 
cusers, ii.  226. 

Maximilla,  Egnatia,  accompanies  her 
husband  in  exile,  i.  441. 

Maximus,  Caesonius,  doomed  to  banish- 
ment unheard,  i.  441. 

Maximus,  Fabius,  death  of,  i.  5. 

Maximus,  Trebellius,  appointed  to  assess 
the  Gauls,  i.  382 ;  governor  of  Britain, 
discarded,  and  his  place  supplied  by 
Vettitts   Bolanus,   ii.  110;   liia  con- 
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duet  and  character  whilst^  in  Britain, 
362. 

Mazippa,  general  of  the  Moors  in  AMea, 
i.  87. 

Meherdates,  called  to  the  crown  of  Far- 
thia,  i.  253;  ia  sent  by  Claudius  to 
take  possession  of  the  kingdom,  278; 
his  ill  conduct,  279 ;  his  confederates 
vevolt,  280 ;  is  routed,  and  his  ears  cat 
off,  .280. 

Mela,  Aannas.  a  Roman  knight,  brother 
to  Seneca,  and  father  to  Lucan,  ae- 
eiued,  and  dies  by  his  own  hands,  i. 
462;  his  great  conaideration  and  autho* 
lity,  "With  his  immense  legacy  to  Ti- 
gellinus  and  Cossutianus  Capito,  453. 

Memnon,  a  colossus  in  Egypt,  i.  92. 

Mennius,  praefect  of  the  camp,  Ma 
boldness  in  quelling  an  insurrection  of 
the  Teterans,  i.  20. 

Morula,  Apidius,  why  struck  tram  the 
list  of  senators,  i.  183. 

Merula,  Cornelius,  death  of,  i.  148. 

Meseala,  Corvinus,  gloried  in  hating 
served  under  Cassius,  yet  exalted  by 
Augustus,  i.  177. 

Messala,  Valerius,  consul,  i.  384;  his 
poverty  and  good  character,  384. 

M«8sala,  Valerius,  artAil  flattery  of,  i.  8. 

Messala,  Vipstanus,  his  character,  ii. 
140 ;  his  conduct  in  the  field,  147 ;  gains 
vast  applause  in  the  senate  by  pleading 
for  his  brother  Aquilius  Regulu8» 
226. 

MessalSna,  the  empress,  her  rapacious- 
ness  and  rancour  to  Valerius  Asiaticus, 
i.  248 ;  she  procures  the  death  of  Pop- 
paa  Sabina,  the  elder,  248 ;  is  bent  to 
dest4^  Agrippina,  255 ;  her  desperate 
passion  for  Silius,  255  ;  her  boldnesii  in 
the  pursuit  of  it,  255  ;  her  extravagant 
lewdness,  265 ;  in  the  absence  of  her 
husband  she  marries  Silius,  265 ;  her 
nuptials  publicly  and  formally  cele- 
brated, 266 ;  her  frantic  riot  and  vo- 
luptuousness, 266 ;  she  is  threatened 
with  the  vengeance  of  the  emperor, 
268 ;  yet  ventures  to  meet  him,  269 ; 

'  her  importunate  entreaties  to  Claudius, 
269;  is  put  to  death  by  a  tribune,  272; 
decree  of  the  senate,  272. 

Meaaalinus,  Cotta,  his  flattering  motion 
against  the  memory  of  Libo  Drusus, 
i.  74;  his  odd  motion,  168;  his  for- 
wardness to  gratify  the  cruelty  and 
tyranny  of  Tiberius,  207;  he  is  ar- 
raigned in  the  senate,  214 ;  his  crimes 
detested,  215 ;  his  character,  215 ;  he 
appeals  to  Tiberius,  and  gains  his  pro- 
tection, 215;  his  accuser  punished, 
216. 

Messalinas,  Valerias,  his  speech  in  de- 
fence of  magistrates  who  carried  thdr 
wives  into  the  provinces,  i.  129. 

Messenians  claim  a  right  to  the  temple 
of  Diaaa^  i.  183;  their  plea»  168. 


MBetus,  people' of,  pretend  a  right  to  a 
sanctuary  there,  i.  146. 

Milichus,  a  traitorous  freedman,  nr^ed 
by  his  wife,  betrays  his  lord,  and  firat 
discovers  the  conspiracy  against  Nero, 
i.  430 ;  his  rewards,  440. 

Milvian  Bridge,  the  nightly  revellin^a 
there,  i.  345 ;  massacre  at  the,  ii.  5,  37. 

Minos  gives  good  laws  to  Crete,  1.  123. 

Mlnutius,  Thermus,  accused  and  con- 
demned, but  turns  evidence,  i.  216. 

Miracles,  some  said  to  be  performed  by- 
Vespasian,  ii.  259. 

Mi^ridates,  king  of  Pontns,  caused  a 
general  massacre  of  the  Romans  in 
Asia  and  the  isles,  i.  163. 

Mithridates,  of  Bosporus,  he  gathers 
fbrces  and  seizes  the  kingdom  of  the 
Dandarides,  280 ;  his  desperate  fortune 
and  great  distress,  282;  he  throws 
himself  upon  the  mercy  of  Eunonea, 
282 ;  is  carried  to  Rome,  283 ;  the  bold- 

'  ness  of  his  behaviour  there,  283. 

Mithridates,  the  Iherian,  favoured  by 
Tiberius,  i.  233 ;  gains  the  kingdom  of 
Armenia,  252;  his  violent  adminis- 
tration, 252 ;  is  dethroned  and  mur- 
dered by  Rhadamistus  his  nephew, 
and  the  husband  of  his  daughter,  300. 

Mnester,  fteedman  to  Agrippina,  slays 
himseif  at  her  funeral  jpile,  i.  359. 

Mnester,  the  comedian,  i.  266;  put  to 
death,  271. 

Moesia,  two  legions  there,  i.  157. 

Moneses,  appointed  general  by  Volo- 
geses,  i.  397;  hastens  into  Armenia, 
but  flnds  Tigranes.  ready  to  receive 
him,  397. 

Monobasus  incites  Vologeses  to  war,  i. 
396. 

Montanns,  Alpinus.    See  Alpinns. 

Montanus,  Curtius,  accused,  i.  460;  hfs 
virtue,  innocence,  and  writings,  460; 
his  {lentence,  463. 

Montanus,  Curtius,  the  senator,  pro- 
poses that  public  honours  be  paid  to 
the  memory  of  Piso,  ii.  225 ;  his  speech 
in  the  senate  against  Regulus,  one  of 
the  accusers,  228. 

Montanus,  Julius,  a  senator,  assaulted 
by  Nero  in  the  dark,  repulses  him,  and 
thence  forced  to  die,  i.  328. 

Montanus,  Traulus,  a  lovely  youth,  de- 
bauched by  Messalina,  i.  270 ;  put'  to 
death,  271. 

Montanus,  Votienus,  a  man  of  celebrated 
wit,  accused  of  invectives  against  Ti- 
berius, i.  183 ;  he  is  condemned,  183. 

Moses,  his  address  to  secure  the  sub- 
jection of  the  Jewish  nation  to  him- 
self, ii.  267. 

Mucianus,  Licinius,  his  character,  ii.  8 ; 
rules  over  Syria,  70;  his  speech  to 
Vespasian,  116;  administers  to  his  soU 
diers  the  oath  of  allegianee  to  Vespa- 
sian, 119;  his  speech  to  the  people  of 
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Antioeh,  120;  holds  a'conneO  atBery- 
tus,  121 ;  is  appointed  leaderaRainiitVf- 
teHiu8,122 ;  liis  disposition  ofthe  fleet, 
122 ;  his  base  arts  to  ndse  money,  122 ; 
is  stung  -with  enyy  at  the' sudden  -vic- 
tories of  Antonius.  169;  hi»- treachery 
to  him,  189;  in  his  letten  boasts  to 
the  senate  of  his  senrices,  197;  ar- 
rives  in  Rome,  and  bears  imiversal 
s^ray,  202 ;  murders  Calpornius  Gale- 
rianud,  202;  his  artftil  address  and 
management  in  regard  to  Antonius, 
224 ;  harangues  the  senate  in  behidf 
of  the  accusers,  229 ;  his  disposal  of 
the  soldiery,  230;  sends  over  Papirius, 
a  centurion,  to  Africa,  to  murder  Lu- 
cius Piso  the  proconsul,  232 ;  hemakes 
choice  of  Gallus  Annius  and  Petilina 
Cerealis  for  commanders  of  the  army 
in  Germany,  247 ;  mskea  changes  and 
promotions,  247;  orders  the  son  of 
Vitellius  to  be  slain,  258 ;  cannot  en- 
dure that  Antonius  should  attend  Do- 
mitian  in  the  intended  expeditiiMi, 
258 ;  when  informed  of  the  snccesa  of 
the  Romans  against  the  Treverians, 
he  advises  Domitian  to  retire  to  Lyons, 
where  they  arrive,  262. 

Mummius.    See  Lupercus. 

Musonius  the  Tuscan,  i.  391. 

Musonius,  Runis,  banished  for  his  sig- 
nal reputation  by  Nero,  i.  441 ;  de- 
rided and  abused  by  the  soldiery,  for 
recommending  the  blessings  of  peace, 
and  enlai^ng  on  the  calamities  of  war, 
ii.  190 ;  accuses  Publiua  Celer  of  hav- 
ing, by  fhlse  ¥ritne8se9,  procured  the 
death  of  Barea  Soranus,  202 ;  obtains 
sentence  against  him,  225. 

Musulanians,  a  people  of  AiVica,  1. 
87. 

MutiliuB,  Papins,  his  flattery,  i.  74. 

Naha&vali,  thdr  sitaation  and  reli- 
gion, ii.  385. 

Naples,  the  vast  conflux  of  people  there 
to  hear  Nero  sing  on  the  stage,  i.  415  ; 
the  theatre  falls  without  hurting  any- 
body, 415  ;  Nero's  inference  ftom  this, 
and  great  joy,  415.  * 

Nirbon  Gaul,  privilege  allowed  to  the 
senators  of  that  province,  i.  284. 

Narcissus,  a  Areedman,  i.  267 ;  suborns 
two  courtesans  to  accuse  ATessalina  to 
Claudius,  267  ;  confirms  the  charge  of 
her  marriage  with  Silius,  and  frightens 
the  emperor,  267 ;  of  his  own  accord 
orders  Messalina  to  be- executed,  271 ; 
his  public  reward,  and  pestilent  sway, 
272;  inveighs  boldly  against  Agiip- 
pina,  806 ;  his  griefs  and  complaints, 
310 ;  is  doomed  by  Agrippina  to  perish 
in  prison,  313;  is  beloved  by  Nero  ftnr 
his  vices,  314. 

Narisci,  iL  334. 


Nasiea,  Casius,  commands  a  legion  in 
Britain,  i.  295. 

Naso,  Valerius,  chosen  to  supervise  the 
building  of  a  temple  to  Tiberius  in 

'   Asia,  i.  198. 

Natalis,  Atitonius,  a  Homan  knight,  one 
of  the  conspirators  against  Noo,  1. 
486;  is  the  great  confidant  of  Caiiis 
Piso,  486;  is  terrified  with  the  tack, 
and  oonflBSseSt  431 ;  is  pardoned.  440. . 

N«uportum,  plunder  of,  by  mutineers^ 
i.  17. 

Noi,  the  river,  ii.  289. 

Nepos,  Flavins,  the  tribune,  feared  by 
Nero,  and  dismissed,  i.  44J. 

Nepos,  Marius,  for  his  vices  degraded 
from  the  senate,  i.  85.  ^ 

Nero,  the  emperor,  accession'of,  i.  312 ; 
his  title  reckoned  unjust  by^the  popu- 
lace, 313 ;  his  humour  profuse  and 
rapacious,  314;  above  the  control  of 
slaves,  314;  makes  a  funeral  panegy- 
ric upon  Claudius,  composed  by  Se- 
neca, 314;  the  first  Roman  emperor 
who  needed  another  man's  eloquenre, 
315 ;  he  wanted  not  some  grounds  of 
,  science,  315;  his  first  speech  to  the 
senate,  and  scheme  of  future  govern- 
ment, 315 ;  makes  preparations  for  the 
war  in  Farthia,  317  ;  reftises  compli- 
ments and  statues,  restrains  accusa- 
tions,, does  acts  of  mercy,  and  pro- 
fesses great  clemency,  SI  9 ;  falls  in  love 
-with  Acte,  319;  is  consul,  319;  his 
pleasuies  why  indulged  by  hiit  minis- 
ters, S19 ;  loathes  his  vtife  Octavia,  319 ; 
aurrenders  himself  entirely  to  Seneca, 
320 ;  is  aware  of  his  mother's  arts,  320 ; 
makes  her  a  mighty  present.  320 ;  dis- 
misses Pallas,  321 ;  is  jealous  of  Bri- 
tannieos,  322 ;  causes  him  to  be  poi- 
soned, 322 ;  affects  to  lament  his  death, 
324;  gives  vast  giits  to  his  friends, 
324 ;  his  wild  nocturnal  rambles  and 
revellings  in  Rome,  328 ;  bereaves  bis 
aunt  Domitia  of  Paris  her  fireed- 
man,  331 ;  is  consul  a  second  time, 
332;  erects  a  wooden  amphitheatre, 
in  the  field  of  Mars,  332;  is  consul  a 
third  time,  332 ;  is  proclaimed  Impe- 
rator,  340;  the  many  fiatteries  of  the 
senate  to  him,  340;  falls  in  lovewithPop- 
psa,  344;  removes  Otho  from  Rome, 
345 ;  his  vileness  and  suspicions,  345  ; 
dreads  Cornelius  Sylla,  and  drives  him 
into  banishment,  345;  his  purpose  to 
abolish  all  taxes.  347 ;  the  reaaoninga 
of  the  senate  against  this,  347 ;  resolves 
to  kill  his  mother,  353 ;  is  transported 
-with  a  passion  for  Poppsa,  and  insti- 
gated by  herraits,  353 ;  avoids  his  mo- 
ther, 354 ;  finds  it  difficult  to  dispatch 
her,  and  wheedles  her  ^out  of  Rome, 
354;  his  prodigious  falsehood,  and 
show  of  filia]{tendeiness,  355 ;  his  fean 
when  his.  mothec  escaped,  ^57 ; 


480 


INDEX. 


Anicetus  to  finish  the  murder,  357 ; 
his  horror  and  agonies  afterwards,  359; 
affects  gr^at  sorrow  for  her  death,  3G0; 
transmits  to  the  senate  many  heavy 
cliarges   against   her,    360;    receives 
flattering  compliments  upon  the  death 
of  his  mother  from  the  officers,  361 ; 
and  finm  the  senate,  361 ;  his  profligate 
court,  361 ;  after  the  murder  of  his 
mother  fears  to  return  to  Rome,  362 ; 
.  but  is  there  received  with  flattery  by 
all,  and  thence  abandons  himself  to  all 
iniquity  and  vileness,  3b2;   his  pro- 
pensity to  the  harp,  and  apology  for 
that  diversion,  362;   diverts  himself 
with  chariot-driving,  at  first  privately, 
at  last  in  the  face  of  the  people,  362 ; 
engages    several   noble    Romans    by 
money  to  perform    upon  the  stage, 
363;  mounts  the  stage  as  a  public 
'  singer  and  player  upon  the  harp,  363 ; 
is  addicted  to  poetry,  364;  likes  to 
hear  tlie  disputes  of  philosophers,  364 ; 
is  the   fourth  time  consul,  365;   his 
voluptuousness  and  sickness,  368 ;  in- 
stitutes a  wrestling  school,  382;   is 
suspected  of  causing   Burrus  to  be; 
poisoned,  385 ;  is  attached  only  to  mis- 
chievous and  wicked  men,  385;  his 
deceitful  speech  to  Seneca,  388;  his 
many  caresses  to  him,  and  extreme 
malice,  389;  dooms  Sylla  to  die,  390; 
Jests  upon  seeing  his  bloody  head,  390 ; 
orders  Plautus  to  die,  890;  what  he 
deqlared  upon  seeing  his  head,  391 ; 
complains  of  both  to  the  senate  after 
their  death,  391 ;    banishes  his  wife 
Octavia  Arom  his  bed,  and  espouses 
Foppaea  his  mistress,  392;   «uboms 
Anicetus  to  declare  himself  Octavia's 
adulterer,    393;    publishes    an    edict 
against  her,  and  dooms  her  to  exile, 
394;  and  to   death,  395;    boasts  his 
management  and  frugslity,  407;  his 
statue  i^roelted  by  lightning,  409 ;   a 
daughter  is  bom  to  him  by  Foppsa,    . 
409;  his  transport  of  joy  upon  this 
occasion,  and  of  grief  for  her  death, 
409 ;  his  behaviour  to  Thrasea,  410 ;  his 
raillery  upon  Cssennius  Paetus,  411; 
he  sings  upon  the  public  stage  at  Na- 
ples, 415 ;   purposes  to  visit  Greece, 
there  to  ^in  the  victory  in  song,  415 ; 
in  the  midst  of  his  gaieties  he  riots  in 
feats  of  blood,  416 ;  but  professes  cle- 
mency, 416 ;  purposes  to  visit  Egypt 
and  the  East,  but  is  dismayed  and 
changes  his  mind,  416;  his  popular 
declarations,416 ;  his  riot  well-pleasing 
to  the  populace,  417;   banquets  flre- 
quently  in  public  places,  417 ;  his  abo- 
minable pollutions,  417 ;  personates  a 
woman,  and  marries  Fythagoras,  417; 
relieves  and  assists  the  people  after  the 
burning  of  Rome,  419 ;  but  is  supposed 
to  have  caused  it,  and  to  have  chanted 


the  destmctlon  of  Troy  during  the  fire, 
.419;  builds  an  inunense  palace,  421; 
attempts  works  impossible,  421 ;  causes 
Rome  to  be  rebuilt,  and  directs  tbe 
manner  of  building,  421 ;  the  new  and 
the  late  city  compared,  422 ;  to  acquit 
himself  charges  the  Christians  with 
.  having  burnt  Rome,  423 ;  and  treats 
them  with  many  horrible    cruelties, 
423 ;  exhausts  the  empire,  spoils  Italy, 
the  Roman  provinces,  the  allies  of 
Rome,  cities,  temples,  deities,  and  all 
things,  423 ;  attempts  to  poison  Seneca, 
424 ;  is  wont  to  expiate  omens  by  illus- 
trious  murders,  425 ;   universally  de- 
tested, and  his  destruction    sought, 
425;  his  tyranpy  threatens  the  empire 
with  dissolution,  426 ;  his  great  dismay 
upon  discovering  the  extent  of  the  con- 
spiracyagainsthim,432;  his  rage  against 
Seneca,  435;  dooms  him  to  die,  435; 
but  prevents  the  .voluntary  death  of 
Faullina,  Seneca's  wife,  436 ;  his  ear- 
nestness to  destroy  Vestinus  the  cob- 
-  sul,  439 ;  his  intimacy  with  him,  his 
dread  of  him,  and  resentment  for  his 
bitter  sarcasms,  439 ;  can  charge  him 
with  no  crime,  yet  dooms  him  to  pe- 
rish, 439 ;  is  an  insulting  tyrant,  and 
sports  with  the  misery  and  fears  of 
men,  439 ;  his  mighty  donative  to  the 
soldiery,  after  he  had  suppressed  the 
conspiracy,  441 ;   his   friendship   for 
Cocceius  Nerva  and  Tigellinus,  and 
his  favour  to  Fetronius  TurpUianus 
and  Nymphidius,  441;  his  discourse 
to  the  senate  and  edict  to  the  people, 
442 ;  he  publishes  the  evidence  against 
the   conspirators,  but   is    sorely    re- 
proached by  the  public  voice,  412;  ac- 
cidents seeihing  to  presage  his  sudden 
fall,  443 ;  becomes  the  Jest  of  fortune, 
443;    is   infatuated   with    hopes    of 
mighty  treasure  to  be  found  in  AfHca, 
444;  hence  his  f^esh  feats  of  prodi- 

{;ality  and  waste,  444;  enters  the  pub- 
ic theatre  as  a  competitor  for  the 
prizes  there,  445 ;  his  great  assiduity 
in  acting,  and  court  to  the  Judges,  445; 
is  shamefully  applauded  by  the  com- 
monalty of  Rome,  445;  such  as  do 
not  applaud  him  beaten  by  the  soldiers, 
446;  he  employs  observers  to  watch 
the  faces  of  the  audience,  446 ;  many 
are  punished  for  neglecting  to  applaud 
him,  446 ;  his  actmg  continued  night 
and  day,  446;  kills  his  wife  with  a 
kick,  446 ;  pursues  the  destruction  of 
Caius  Cassius  and  Lucius  Silanus,  447; 
his  rancour  towards  Lucius  Vetus  and 
his  family,  448 ;  is  petitioned  by  Ve- 
tus's  daughter  in  his  behalf,  but  is  in- 
exorable, 449 ;  his  mock  mercy  to  them 
after  they  were  dead,  449 ;  lives  in  con- 
tinual dread,  452;  his  cruelty  his 
strongest  appetite,  454;  his  vengeance 
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to  Silia,  irhcnce,  and  her  doom,  455  ; 
gratifies  the  bloody  vengeance  of  Ti- 
gellinus,  455 ;  is  bent  to  extirpate  vir- 
tue ft-om  the  earth,  455 ;  and  to  destroy 
Thrasea  and  Soranus,  455;  sends  a 
speech  in  writing  to  the  senate  against 
Thrasea,  without  naming  him,  459; 
his  death,  and  what  pubUc  joy  it 
caused,  ii.  4;  his  wild  profuseness, 
IG;  a  counterfeit  Nero  appears,  74. 

Nero,  son  of  Gennanicus,  i.  109 ;  favour- 
ed by  Tiberius,  125 ;  his  marriage,  125 ; 
his  modesty  and  gracefulness,  164;  his 

.  danger  from  Sejanus,  164;  his  impru- 
dence, 195;  formal  accusation  against 
him,  207 ;  his  death,  209. 

Neruliaus,  son  to  Fublius  Suilius,  ar- 
raigned and  acquitted,  i.  342. 

Nerva.  Cocceius,  his  dignity  and  accom- 
plishments, i.  194;  accompanies  Ti- 
berius in  his  retirement,  194;  in  perfect 
health  he  chooses  a  voluntary  death, 
affected  with  the  sadness  of  the  times, 
228. 

Nerva,  Cocceius,  praetor  elect,  distin- 
guished with  the  ornaments  of  tri- 
umph, i.  441. 

Nerva,  Silius,  consul,  i.  200 ;  a  second 
time  consul,  425. 

Niger,  Brutidius,  i.  147 ;  his  accomplish- 
ments and  wayward  ambition,  148. 

Niger,  Veianus,  the  tribune,  his  trem- 
bling and  consternation  in  executing 
Subrius  Flavins,  i.  438 ;  boasts  his  own 
cruelty,  438. 

Nile,  an  artificial  lake  for  the  reception 
of  its  waters,  i.  93. 

Nobility  of  Rome,  bribed  into  bondage, 
i.  3. 

Norbanus,  Caius,  consul,  i.  38. 

Norbanus,  Lucius,  consul,  i.  92. 

Novius,  Cneius,  a  Roman  knight,  his 

•  design  upon  the  life  of  Claudius,  L 
261;  he  is  vehemently  racked,  but 
does  not  disclose  his  accomplices,  261. 

Nuceria,  that  colony  supplied,  i.  333; 
quarrel  of  this  colony  with  that  of 
Pompeium,  364;  its  inhabitants  are 
defeated,  and  numbers  of  them  slaugh- 
tered and  maimed,  364. 

Nuithones,  il.  332. 

Numantina,  accused  of  exercising 
charms,  and  acquitted,  i.  169. 

Numisius  Lupus.    See  Lupus. 

Kumisiua  RuAis,  commander  of  a  le- 
gion at  the  Old  Camp,  besieged  by 
Civilis,  ii.  211 ;  is  slain  by  command 
of  Valentinus  and  Tutor,  250. 

Nymphidius  Sabinus,  distinguished  with 
the  consular  ornaments,  i.  441;  his 
birth  and  rise,  442 ;  his  designs  upon 

•  the  sovereignty,  ii.  4 ;  perishes,  4. 

OitTLTitoMius  SabinuSf'queestor  of  the 
exchequer,  censored  by  Helvidius 
Priscus,  L  381. 

TAG. — ^VOIi,  IL 


Occia,  chief  vestal,  her  death,  age  and 
holiness,  i.  106. 

Octavia,  the  daughter  of  Claudius  by 
Messalina,  i.  268 ;  she  is  betrothed  to 
Lucius  Silanus,  274;  but  withholden 
from  him,  274 ;  and  betrothed  to  Nero, 
277 ;  is  forced  to  dissemble  her  sorrow 
and  surprise  upon  the  murder  of  her 
brother  Britannicus,  323 ;  is  falsely 
accused  of  adultery,  her  maids  racked, 
and  her  innocence  asserted,  392;  the 
passionate  affections  of  the  people  to- 
wards her,  .^93 ;  a  further  false  charge 
against  her,  '94;  her  banishment,  and 
forlorn  lot,  !H ;  is  dooihed  to  die,  and 
executed,  t^jS ;  her  head  presented  to 


Poppsea,  395. 
)etaviu:j  ~ 


Oetavius  Sagitta  banished  at  the  motion 
of  Mucianus,  ii.  229. 

Odryseans,  a  people  of  Thrace,  i.  131. 

Olennius,  a  centurion,  oppressive  con- 
duct of,  i.  203. 

Omens.    See  Prodigies. 

Opsins,    Marcus,   his   infamy,  i.  2C0; 
meets  his  just  doom,  200. 

Oracles,  their  style  dark  and  doubtful, 
i.  89. 

Orators,  question  of  the  payment  of,  i. 
250. 

Oratory,  di^dogue  concerning,  ii.  390; 
its  utility,  394;  pleasure  of  its  exer- 
cise, 395 ;  fame  of  the  orator,  397 ; 
neglect  of  the  poet,  399 ;  reply,  403 ; 
are  the  modern  inferior  to  the  ancient 
orators?  410;  Roman  orators  enu- 
merated, 412;  criticisms  on  Cicero, 
416,  422^  on  Corvinus,  418;  reply, 
426 ;  criticism  on  the  modems,  430 ; 
discipline  of  the  ancient  orators,  434 ; 
Demosthenes,  439,  447;  course  of 
study,  440;  the  Rhetoricians,  442; 'ab- 
surd questions  debated  by  them,  443 ; 
oratory  thrives  best  in  troubled  times, 
444,  447 ;  no  limit  imposed  on  the  an- 
cient orator,  448;  condition  of  the 
pleader  in  the  courts,  449;  true  elo- 
quence the  offspring  of  licentiousness, 
misnamed  liberty,  450;  therefore  not 
to  be  met  with  in  an  orderly  state,  452. 
Ordovicians,  a  people  of  Britain,  under 
revolt,  attacked  by  Publius  Ostorius, 
i.  290;  they  are  defeated,  291. 
Orfitus,    Servius  Cornelius,  consul,  i. 

295. 
Omospades,    the   Parthian,   his    great 

power  and  command,  i.  236. 
Orodes,  son  of  Arabanes,  commands 
the  Parthian  army  against  Pharas- 
manes,  i.  234 ;  his  speech  to  his  men, 
234;  is  routed,  235. 
Orphitus,  Pactius,  fights  against  the  or- 
ders of  Corbulo,  and  is  defeated,  i.  336; 

he  is  doomed  with  his  men  to  notable 

disgrace,  336. 
Oscan,  the  farce  so  called,  what  tumults 

it  caused,  i.  164. 
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Osii,  a  Gemuin'nation,  ii.  335. 
Ostorius  Scapula,  Marcus,  son  of  the 
.  general  in  Britain,  acquires  the  civic 
crown,  i.  289 ;  a  satire  upon  Nero  said 
to  have  beeif  read  in  his  house,  i.  383 ; 
denies  to  have  heard  it,  38.3;  is  ac- 
cused, 451 ;  dies  by  his  own  hands, 
.  451. 

Ostorius  Scapula,  Publius,  pro-praetor  in 
Britain,  ii.  359;  routs  and  slays  the 
revolters  there,  i.  289 ;  disarms  aU  such 
,    as  he  suspects,  289 ;  his  successful  battle 
against  the  Icenians  and  their  confede- 
rates, 289 ;  reduces  the'Brigantes,  settles 
a  colony  to  bridle  the  conquered  na- 
tions, and  marches  against  the  Silures, 
290 ;  attacks  them  with  the  Ordovicians 
.  and  other  confederates,  290;  the  great 
difficulties  which  he  focvnd,  290;  yet 
gains  a  signal  victory,  291 ;  sends  their 
general,  Caractacus,  with  his  wife  and 
brothers,  prisoners  to  Rome,  292 ;  and 
is  distinguished  with  the  triumphal 
ornaments,  293 ;  his  misfortunes  and 
losses,  anxiety,  and  death,  294. 
Otho,  his  intimacy  with  Nero,  i.  SI9 ; 
his  passion  for  Poppaea,  344 ;  marries 
her,  and  extols  her  beauty  to  Nero, 
'  844;    governs   Lusitania   with   great 
honour,  345;   his  various  character, 
345  ;  ii.  11 ;  Nero's  confidence  in  him, 
ii.  11;  his  course  of  life  riotous  and 
expensive,  17 ;  his  ra^e  against  Galba, 
and  envy  of  Piso,  inftame  his  inor- 
dinate ambition,  17;  his  fears  for  his 
life,  17 ;  believes  in  an  astrologer,  18 ; 
his    artifices  with  the  soldiery,   18  ; 
commits  ,the  direction  of  his  treason  to 
Onomastus,  19;  is  saluted  emperor  by 
twenty-three  praetorians  only,  21 ;  his 
behaviour  to  the  soldiery,  26 ;  his  in- 
flammatory harangue  to  them,  27 ;  or- 
ders the  common  armoury  to  be  thrown 
open,  28 ;   the  ill  effects  of  this,  28 ; 
he  commands  the  soldiers  to  march 
into  Rome,  29 ;  receives  news  of  the 
death  of  Piso  with  the  utmost  delight, 
31;  orders  the  murder  of  Laco  and 
Icelus,  33 ;  tribunitial  authority,  and 
the  name  of  Augustus,  are  decreed  to 
him,  34;    grants  leave  to  bury  the 
heaps  of  slain,  34;  his  known  vices 
make  him  dreaded,  36;  he  suspends 
his  pleasures,  dissembles  his  luxury, 
and  causes  Celsus,  whom  he  had  con- 
fined, to  be  pardoned,  51 ;  dooms  Ti- 
gellinus  to  death,  52;  his  letters  to 
Vitellius  first  deceitful,  then  abusive, 
53 ;  attempts  to  destroy  Vitellius,  54 ; 
appoints  consuls,  and  makes   other 
promotions,  56 ;  is  suspected  to  have 
intended  public  honours  to  Nero,  57 ; 
•  his  joy  on  the  victory  in  Moesia,  58;  is 
struck  with  fear  Item  an  outrageous 
tumult,  59 ;  speaks  to  the  soldiery,  and 
calms  them,  60;  his  disposal  of  his 


army  sent  asainst  Vitellius,  64 ;  urg^ed 
by  the  approach  of  Caecina,  he  leaves 
Rome,  66;  commits  to  his  brother, 
Salvius  Titianus,  the  management  of 
the  empire  and  city,  67 ;  the  first  mo- 
tions of  the  war  propitious  to  Otho, 
and  four  more  legions  join  him,  75  ; 
his  forces  in  Narbon  Gaul  have  the 
advantage  over  those  of  Vitellius,  77  ; 
he  is  made  uneasy  by  false  news, 
sends  for  his  brother  Titianus,  and  to 
him  commits  the  direction  of  the  war, 
85 ;  is  bent  upon  engaging  Caecina  and 
Valens,  91 ;  returns  to  Brixellum,  91; 
his  motions  no  secret  to  the  army  of 
Vitellius,  91 ;  his  army  defeated  near 
Bedriacum,  95;  is  determined  in  his 
purpose,  and  waits  undismayed  for  an 
account  of  the  battle,  99 ;  his  speech 
and  calm  behaviour  before  he  dies,  99 : 
his  death  and  funeral,  101 ;  some  of 
his  soldiers,  from  affection  to  him,  kill 
themselves,  101 ;  his  character,  102. 

Otho,  Junius,  praetor,  a  creature  of  Se- 
janns,  i.  147;  he  is  condemned  to 
exUe,  243. 

Otho,  Salvius,  consul,  i.  302 ;  father  of 
the  emperor,  ii.  102. 

Oxiones,  il.  342. 


Pacarius,  Decimus,  governor  of  Cor- 
sica, his  attempt  to  engage  the  Corsi- 
cans  for  Vitellius,  ii.  79 ;  kills  Claudius 
Pyrrhicus  and  Quinctius  Certus  for 
opposing  him,  79 ;  is  himself  killed  in 
his  bath,  80. 

Paconiamis,  Sextus,  a  tool  of  Sejanus, 
i.  214;  accused  by  Tiberius,  214; 
makes  satirical  verses  against  him, 
and  is  strangled  in  prison,  238. 

Paeorus  occupies  the  realm  of  Media, 
i.  397. 

Factius,  A&icanus,  charged  with  havinir 
accused  the  two  brothers  of  the  Scri- 
bonian  house,  endeavours  to  evade 
th&  punishment  of  his  guilt  by  show- 
ing others  as  guilty,  11  226. 

Paetus,  one  infamous  for  accusations 
and  informing,  condemned  to  banish- 
ment, i.  327. 

Paetus,  Caesennius,  sent  to  command  in 
Armenia,  i.  399 ;  his  forces,  boasts,  and 
folly,  399 ;  sad  presages  upon  his  pass- 
ing the  Euphrates,  400 ;  his  ill  conduct 
and  vainglory,  400 ;  he  is  not  f^imished 
with  intelligence,  nor  with  fixmness, 
400 ;  his  foolhardiness  and  cowardice, 
vrith  his  rashness  in  dispersing  his 
forces,  401;  his  forces  defeated,  402; 
deserts  all  the  duties  of  a  captain,  aad 
sends  humble  entreaties  to  Corbulo 
for  succours,  402;  his  consternation 
and  .that  of  his  men,  4i)3;  their  de-. 
spair,  403 ;  expostu  ates  by  letter  with 
Vologeses,  404 ;  desires  a  conference 
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I  trith  him,  404 ;  his  interview  with  Va- 

I  saces,  404 ;  his  scandalous  treaty  and 

conoessions,  405 ;  his  soldiers  insulted 
and  treated  like  captives,  40«;  his 
oath  and  covenant  with  the  Faithians, 
405;  his  march  like  a  flight,  405;  he 
and  his  men  meet  Corbulo  aud  his 
at  the  £uidirates,  405 ;  the  sorrowful 
interview  of  the  two  armies,  405 ;  he 
urges  Corbulo  to  proceed  to  Armenia, 
406;  withdraws  to  Cappadocia,  406; 
returns  to  Home,  411;  his  dread  of 
punishment,  but  escapes  it,  411. 

Psetus,  Ceesonius,  consul,  i.  372. 

Pallas,  a  freedman,  a  reigning  favourite 
with  Claudius,  i.  267;  his  authority 
with  Claudius,  286 ;  advises  him  to 
'  adopt  Domitlus  (Nero),  286;  his  in- 
;  trigue  with  Agrippina,  286 ;  public 
honours  and  extravagant  present  de- 
vised for  him,  303 ;  his  immense 
wealth,  303 ;  is  dismissed  by  Nero,  but 
\  without  passing  any  account,  321 ;  is 
charged  with  a  conspiracy,  but  inno- 
cent, 328;  his  arrogance,  328;  his 
death,  395;  supposed  to  have  been 
poisoned  by  order  of  Nero,  on  account 
of  his  vast  wealth,  395. 

Pammeiies,  a  famous  astrologer,  in  exile, 
i.  451. 

Pandus,  Latinius,  proprstor  of  Mcesia, 
i^  96. 

Pannonia,  the  legions  there  mutiny,  i. 
15;  they  are  unruly  and  debauched, 
15;  the  revolt  suppressed,  22;  how 
many  legions  there,  157. 

PapiaPoppsa,  the  law  so  called,  what, 
i.  122 ;  its  rigour  softened  by  Tiberius, 
124. 

Papinius,  Sextua,  consul,  death  of,  i.' 
245. 

PapiriuB,  a  centurion,  one  of  the  mur- 
derers of  Clodius  Macer,  ii.  233 ;  sent 
by  Mucianus  to  destroy  Lucius  Piso, 
proconsul  in  Africa,  is  executed  by 
command  of  Piso,  232. 

Paris,  the  player,  charges  Agrippina 
with  a  conspiracy  against  her  son,  and 
alarms  him,  i.  325 ;  is  the  instrument 
of  the  emperor's  debauches,  327 ;  the 
emperor's  partiality  to  him,  327. 

Parthia,  commotions  in,  i.  56;  ambas- 

L  aadoTs  from,  232;  intrigues  in,  233; 
■wot  with  Armenia,  235 ;  civil  wars  in, 
251,  278. 

Parthians,  the,  seek  a  king  from  Rome, 

.  i.  56;  are  dissatisfied  with  him,  and 

then  expel  him,  57 ;  send  ambassadors 

I  to  Tiberius  to  seek  Phraates  for  their 

.     Icing,  232;  are  not  expert  in  sieges, 
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'398. 
Paaaianus,  a  famous  observation  of  his 

concerning  Caligula,  i.  ^24. 
PasAidns,  that  of  reigning  the  most  ve- 
•    hement  of  all,  i.  429. 
PatraUus.   BeeManUus. 


Patuleius,  a  rich  Roman  knight,  .leaves 
part  of  his  estate  to  Tiberius,  who 
resigns  it  to  Servilius,  i.  85. 

Paulinus,  Pompeius,  commander  in  Ger« 
many,  perfects  the  dam  for  restraining 
the  overflowing  of  the  Rhine,  i.  348. 

Paulinus,  Suetonius,  ^pointed  com- 
mander by  Otho,  ii.  64;  his  character, 
64;  signal  exploits  by  him,  85;  his 
discourse  on  the  state  of  the  war,  and 
the  concurrence  of  Celsus  and  Gallus 
with  hsm,  90 ;  is  pardoned  by  Vitelliua, 
107 ;  governor  of  Britain,  360 ;  quells 
a  revolt  there,  361. 

Paulinus,  Valerius,  a  brave  officer,  and 
fast  irjend  to  Vespasian,  diverts  Va- 
lens  from  his  designs,  ii.  162;  sends 
after  him,  and  takes  him  prisoner,  163. 

PauUina,  wife  td  Seneca,  resolves  to  die 
with  her  hui^band,  and  has  her  veins 
cut,  but  is  restrained  from  dying  by 
Nero,  i.  486 ;  ever  reverences  the  me- 
mory of  her  husband,  nor  lives  Iciag 
after  him,  436. 

Paulliis,  Ve^tus,  the  centurion,  one  of 
the  conspirators  against  Nero,  i.  426. 

Paxea,  wife  of  Pomponius  Labeo,  diea 
by  her  own  hands,  i.  230. 

Pedo,  commander  of  the  cavalry  sent  by 
Germanicus  along  the  confines  of  the 
Frisians,  i.  42. 

Pelago,  the  eunuch,  superintendoit  of 
Nero's  cruelties,  i.  391. 

Pelignus,  Julius,  the  emperor's  buffoon, 
made  governor  of  Cappadocia,  his  ab- 
surd attempts  and  vile  behaviour,  i: 
301 ;  he  becomes  the  hireling  of  the 
usurper  Rhadamistuls,  801. 

Peloponnesus  divided  amongst  the  de- 
scendants of  Hercules,  i.  1 84. 

People,  those  of  Home,  their  grief  and 
lamentsrtion  at  the  funeral  of  Germa- 
nicus, i.  109;  their  prayers  for  Agrip- 
pina and  her  children,  110;  why  not 
sorry  for  the  death  of  Drusus,  162; 
their  fondness  for  the  house  of  Gep- 
manicus,  162;  their  extreme  debased 
ment,  205 ;  their  licentious  behaviour 
towards  Tiberius,  220;  they  are  re- 
proved by  a  decree  of  senate,  221; 
their  descantings  upon  the  war  with 
Parthia,  in  the  beginning  of  Nero'a 
reign,  316 ;  how  sensibly  they  feel  tho 
many  evils  of  war,  ii.  65. 

Peq[>le  of  Vienne,  their  humble  submis- 
sion and  application  to  the  army,  ii.  47. 

PMToennius,  an  incendiary  amongxt  HA 
legions  in  Pannonia,  i.  15 :  his  charac- 
ter and  harangue,  15 ;  be  is  executed 

•    by  the  command  of  Drusus,  22. 

Petilitts  -Cerealis.    See  Cerealia. 

Petina,  ^lia,  recommended  to  Claudius 
for  a  wife  by  Narcissus,  i.  273;  she 
was  once  married  to  the  emperor  be- 
fore, but  divorced,  273. 

Petrae,  two  illustrious  Roman  koightt 
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of  that  name,  and  brothers,  put  to 
death  under  Claudius  for  a  dream, 
i.  249. 

Petronius,  Caius,  his  luxury  and  accom- 
plishments, pleasures  and  abilities,  1. 
453;  is  acceptable  to  Nero,  thence 
hated  by  Tigellinus,  454;  is  accused, 
seized,  and  opens  his  reins,  454;  his 
manner  of  dying,  454;  his  remarkable 
¥rm,  454. 

Petronius.    See  Turpilianus. 

Feucini,  their  situation  and  customs, 
ii.  840. 

Pharasmanes,  king  of  the  Iberians, 
espouses  the  interest  of  Tiridates,  i. 
233;  leads  an  army  into  Armenia 
against  the  Farthians,  233 ;  gains  the 
city  of  Artaxata,  234;  his  speech  to 
his  army,  235 ;  he  attacks  Orodes,  and 
defeats  him,, 235;  his  advice  to  his 
brother  Mithridates,  251 ;  his  trea- 
cherous designs  and  cruelty  towards 
Mithridates  and  family,  298 ;  he  aids 
the  Romans,  336. 

Philadelphia  ruined  by  an  .earthquake, 
i.  85. 

Philippopolis,  the  city  of,  by  irhom 
founded,  i.  132. 

Philopater,  king  of  Cilicia,  his  death, 
i.  59. 

Phoebus,  Nero's  firecdman,  his  insolence 
and  menaces  to  Vespasian,  i.  446. 

Fhcenicians,  first  brought  the  use  of 
letters  into  Greece,  i.  256;  but  had 
them  ftom  Egypt,  256. 

Phoenix,  one  seen  in  Egypt,  i.  229 ;  the 
several  accounts  of  that  bird,  229. 

Phraates,  what  court  he  paid  to  Augus- 

•  tus,  and  why,  i.  56;  is  destined  by 
"^  Tiberius  to  the  Parthian  diadem,  but 
dies  in  Syria,  233. 

Fhrixus,  the  oracle  of,  in  Colchis,  i. 
234. 

Physicians,  Roman,  dark  picture  of  the, 
i.  156. 

Pilate,  Pontius,  i.  423. 

Piso,  Caius,  a  conspirator  against  Nero, 
his  popularity  and  noble  descent,  his 
^at  accomplishments,  and  his  vices, 
1.  425 ;  is  jealous  of  Lucius  Silanus, 
428 ;  of  Vestinus  the  consul,  428 ;  the 
brave  advice  -given  him  when  the  con- 
spiracy was  first  detected,  433;  neg- 
lects it,  and  dies  by  opening  his  veins, 
but  in  tenderness  to  his  wife  flatters 
Nero  in  his  will,  433. 

Piso,  Cneius,  his  dispute  in  the  senate 
with  Asinius  Gallus,  i  76 ;  is  a  man 
of  a  violent  spirit,  and  preferred  to 
the  government  of  Syria  in  despite  to 
Germanicus,  82;  his  character,  82; 
he  reproaches  Germanicus,  89 ;  insults 
and  hates  the  Athenians,  why,  89 ;  his 
behaviour  to  Germanicus,  89 ;  hastes 
to  Syria,  and  corrupts  the  army  there, 
9C ;  his  insolence  and  disobedience  to 


Germanicus,  91;  parts  from  Iiixn  fn 
open  enmity,  91 ;  his  intemperate  joy 
and  exultation  for  the  death  of  Ger- 
manicus, 101 ;  is  flattered  by  the  cen- 
turions, 101 ;  is  prompted  by  Domitius 
Celer,    101;    his    letter   to    Tiberius 
against  the  conduct  of  Germanicus, 
102;  he  raises  forces,  102;  his  disdain- 
ful answer  to  Mars  us,  102 ;   seizes  a 
castle  and  harangues  his  men,  103; 
his  forces  flee,  103 ;  is  forced  to  abandon 
Syria,  103 ;  is  doomed  to  vengeance  by 
the  public  voice.  111 ;  his  son  is  civilly 
received  by  Tiberius,  112;  he  arrives 
with  his  wife  Flancina  at  Rome,  112 ; 
their   magnificent  entrance  resented 
by  the  populace,  112  ;'isarraigrned,  and 
by  whom,  112;  his  trial,  1 12 ;  the  charge 
against  him,  114;  his  defence  impo- 
tent, except  in  one  instance,  115  ;  his 
judges  implacable,  and  why,  115 ;  the 
tary  and  indignation  of  the  people  to- 
wards him,  115;   he  finds  all  things 
threatening  and  boding,   116;    waves 
all  further  defence,  116 ;  and  is  found 
dead  in  his  chamber  with  his  throat 
cut,  116 ;  his  crimes  thought  to  be  sub- 
orned by  Tiberius,  who  in  the  senate 
recites  a  letter  from  him,  and  a£fects  to 
complain  of  his  manner  of  dying',  1 16 ; 
his  son  acquitted  by  the  emperor,  1 17; 
his  sons  defend  their  mother,  117; 
their  favour  ftwm  the  emperor,  117; 
the  sentence  awarded   against    hun, 
117 ;    it    is    softened    by    Tiberius, 
118. 

Piso,  Lncinianus,  his  extraction,  charac- 
ter, and  adoption  by  Galba,  ii.  11,  34; 
his  modest  behaviour,  14;  his  speech 
to  the  cohort  upon  duty  at  the  palace, 
on  occasion  of  the  insurrection  of  Otbo, 
22 ;  is  sent  to  the  camp,  25 ;  returns, 
and  is  encountered  by  numbers  of 
mutineers,  but  by  the  assistance  of 
Sempronius  Densus  escapes  to  the 
temple  of  Vesta,  31;  by  order  of  Otho, 
he  is  murdered  in  the  porch,  31  ;  is 
buried  by  his  wif^  Verania,  and  his 
brother  Scribonianus,  34. 

Piso,  Lucius,  consul,  1.  332;  he,  Ducen- 
nius  Geminus  and  Fompeius  Paiilinus 
set  over  the  public  revenue,  406. 

Piso,  Lucius,  governor  of  Spain,  assassi- 
nated there,  i.  185 ;  desperate  spirit  of 
the  assassin,  185. 

Piso,  Lucius,  pontifi*,  his  death  and  dia> 
racter,  i.  219 ;  a  public  fUneral  decreed 
to  him,  220. 

Piso,  Lucius  Calpronius,  his  boldness]^ 
the  senate,  and  prosecution  of  Uigu-  . 
lania,  i.  75 ;  he  pleads  for  Cneius  Piso, 
11 3;  is  charged  with  treasonable  words, 
168;  kills  himself,  168. 

Piso,  Marcus,  son  of  Cneius,  i.  101, 102; 
his  reception  by  Tiberius,  112 ;  screen^ 
ed  by  him  from  punishment,  117. 
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Fituanu8»  Lucius,  a  nuiffician,  cut  trotm 

the  Tarpeian  rock,  i.  74. 
Placentia,  besieged  by  C«cina,  iL  82; 
^allaat  behaviour  of  the  besieged,  82. 
Plancina,  wife  of  Cneius  Piso,  instructed 
by  Li^ia  to  persecute  Agrippina,  L 
82 ;    her  unseemly  behaviour  and  in- 
vectives against  Agrippina  and  Ger- 
manicus,  90 ;  her  arrogant  joy  for  the 
death  of  Germadicus,  101 ;    returns  to 
Rome,  112;  secures  the  protection  of 
Li  via,  115:  her  trial,  117;  screened 
from  punishment  by  Tiberius,  118; 
again  accused,  kills  herself,  228. 
Flancus,  Minutius,  a  senator  of  consular 
dignity,  in -danger  from  the  soldiers,  i. 
29. 
Flautius,  Aulus,  the  first  governor  of 
Britain  of  consular  quality,  ii.  359; 
triumphs  for  his  exploits  there,  L  SS3. 
Flautius  Quintus,  consul,  t  238. 
Flautus,  doomed  to  be  murdered  in  Asia 
by  order  of  Nero,  i.  390 ;  is  advised  to 
resist,  390 ;  but  peaceably  submits  to 
die,    391 ;    bis    head    presented    to 
Nero,  391 ;  is  degraded  from  the  rank 
of  senator  after  his  death,  391. 
Flautus,  Rubellius,  his  great  quality,  L 
325 ;  is  mentioned  in  a  plot,  325 ;   but 
.not  questioned,  327 ;  his  nobility  and 
virtues,  368;    is  destined  to  succeed 
Nero  by  the  public  voice,  and^ thence 
obliged  to  retire  to  Asia,  368. 
Players,  their  factions,  i.  38;  they  are 
exempt  f^om  stripes,  according  to  the 
Judgment  of  Augustus,  54;  are  laid 
under  restrictions,  and   their  wages 
limited,  54 ;  their  insolence,  103 ;  they 
promote  private  debauchery,  and  dis- 
turb the  public,  104;  are  driven  out  of 
Italy,  164. 
Pleaders,,  how  mercenary,  L  249;  are 
debarred  by  law  from  taking'fees,  250 ; 
are  attacked  in  the  senate,  250 ;  their 
apology  for  themselves,  251 ;  their  fees 
ascertained,  251. 
Plotius    Firmus,    a   common    soldier, 
chosen  as  commander  of  the  prseto- 
rians,  ii.  32 ;  his  devotion  to  Otho,  99. 
Foenius,    Postbumua,   prsefect   of  the 
camp  in  Britain,  slays  himself,  and 
why,  i.  377. 
Follio,  Annius,  charged  with  treason,  L 
I  218;  his 'trial  postponed,  218;  is  ba- 

I  nished  for  his  friendship  to  Seneca, 

ii.  255. 
I         FoUio,  Asinius,  his  daughter  made  chief 
I  vestal,  i.  100. 

Pollio,  Asinius,  the  historian,  praises 

Brutus  and  Cassius,  yet   in   favour 

I  with  Augustus,  L  177. 

I         Follio,  CaeliuB,  a  Roman  commander  in 

I  Armenia,  his  perfidiouaness  and  ve- 

naUty,  i.  99. 
I         Follio,  Julius,  tribune  of  the  guards,  his 
I  part  in  the  muxder  of  Britannicua,  i.  322. 


Follio,. Memmius,  consul  elect,  his  mo- 
tion in  the  senate  for  the  marriage  of 
Neio  and  Octavia,  277. 

Pollio,  Vinieianus,  charged  with  treason, 
i.  218. 

FoUutia,  widow  of  Rubellius  Flautus, 
doomed  to  destruction  by  Nero,  i.  448 } 
her  sorrowOil  widowhood,  and  suppli- 
cations for  her  father,  Lucius  Vetus, 
449 ;  she  advises  him  to  die,  and  dies 
with  him,  449;  they  are  condemned 
after  death,  419. 

Folyclitus,  a  manumitted  slave  of  Nero, 
sent  to  inspect  the  state  of  Britain, 
i.  378 ;  his  amazing  state  and  retinue, 
378;  is  an  object  of  derision  to  the 
Britons,  378. 

Pompeium,  that  colony  checked  by  a  de- 
cree of  senate,  i.  365  ;  overthrown  by 
an  earthquake,  409.    See  Nuceria. 

Pompeius,  a  Roman  knight,  doomed  ^o 
the  pains  of  treason,  i.  221.     . 

Pompeius,  the  tribune,  £eared  by  Nero, 
and  dismissed,  i.  440. . 

Pompeius,  Macer,  praetor,  i.  50. 

Pompeius,  Sextus,  consul,  i.  7. 

Pompeiu8,^extu8,  his  reproaches  upon 
Marcus  Lepidus,  i.  127. 

Fompey,  his  power  swallowed  up  in  that 
of  Ciesar,  i.  2;  is  chosen  to  correct 
the  public  enormities,  124 ;  his  reme- 
dies worse  than  the  disease,  124 ;  his 
theatre,  burnt  and  restored  by  Tibe- 
rius, 151 ;  retains  its  old  name,  151 ; 
was  the  first  founder  of  a  pennanent 
theatre,  360. 

Pomponius,  Flaccus,  his  flattering  mo- 
tion against  the  memory  of  Libo 
Drusus,  i.  74;  is  preferred  to  the 
government  of  Moesia,  96 ;  deceives 
and  seizes  Rhescuporis,  97 ;  dies  pro- 
praetor of  Syria,  228. 

Pomponius  Labeo,  governor  of  Moesia, 
i.  186 ;  kills  himself,  250. 

Pomponius,  Lucius,  consul,  i.  80 ;  com- 
mander in  Upjier  Germany,  defeats 

fr  the  invading  Catti,  287 ;  is  rewarded 
with  a  triumph,  287 ;  he  is  a  celebrated 
poet,  287. 

Pomponius,  Quintus,  the  accuser,  his 
notorious  impudence,  i.  223. 

Pomponius,  Secundus,  accused,  i.  210 ; 
his  character,  210;  outlives  Tiberius, 
210. 

Pomponius  Silvanus,proconsul  in  Africa, 
accused  of  mal-administration,  i.  348 ; 
how  acquitted.  348. 

FonticuB,  Valerius,  banished  for  a  fraud, 
L379. 

Pontius,  Caius,  consul,  i.  242. 

Poppsea  Sabina  the  Elder,  her  death 
procured  Dy  Messalina,  i.  248. 

Poppeea  Sabina  the  Younger,  her  de- 
Bcent,  character,  and  mischievoua 
charms,  L  344;  marries  Ruflus  Cris- 
pinus,  but  is  carried  away  by  Otho, 
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344;  she  manages  and  intoxicatosNei-o, 
344 ;  inflames  iiim  against  his  mother 
and  his  wife,  353;   rules   him  impli- 

,.  oitly^,  892;  is  married  to  him,  392; 
forges  a  charge  of  adultery  against 

',.  Octavia,  392 ;  her  statues  thrown, 
down  by  the  populace,  392 ;  her  artful 
and  inflammatory  discourse  to  Nero, 
393 ;  is  delivered  of  a  daughter,  409 ; 
the  servile  vows  and  zeal  of  the  senate 
,  upon  her  pregnanoy  and  delivery,  409 ; 
assists  Nero  in  his  cruelties,  435 ;  her 
death  and  panegyric,  both  by  Nero, 
446;  her  pompous  and  royal  funeral, 
with  the  popular  joy  for  her  death, 
447. 

Foppaeus  Sabinus.  See  Sahinus,  Fop- 
paeus. 

Populace,  at  Rome,  their  resentments 
^d  complaints  towards  Tiberius  and 
^ivia,  about  Germanicus,  i.  1 17 ;  their 
tumult  during  a  famine,  297';  their 
-vile  behaviour  in  the  contest  between 
Galba  and  Otho,  24  ; ,  they  rejoice  at 
the  murder  of  the  emperor,  32 ;  many 
present  memorials  to  Otho  for  rewards 

'  for  their  crime,  32 ;  just  sunishment 
of  the  authors  by  Viteliius,  32 ;   their 

(    dread  and  anguish,  occasioned  by  two 

^    such   prints  as  Otho  and  Viteliius, 

•  36 ;  they  raise  a  terrible  tumult,  58 ; 
are  filled  with  suspicion  and  distrust, 

',  63;  want  bread,  and  employment  to 
earn  it,  63;  some  of  them  elated  by 
the  public  commotions,  65;  they  re- 
joice when  Viteliius  is  proclaimed, 
104. 

Fordus,  Cato,  his  infamous  practice,  i. 
200. 

Frseneste,  a  tumult  of  the  gladiators 
there  suppressed,  i.  424 ;  it  causes 
public  terror,  424. 

Prsetorian  guards,  their  institution,  i. 
7 ;  collected  into  one  camp  by  Sejanus, 
155 ;  honours  proposed  for  them,  213 ; 
place  Otho  on  the  throne,  ii.  21 ;  sent 
on  active  service  by  him,  64,  66 ;  thei& 
treatment  by  Mucianus,  230. 

Frsetors,  Tiberius  reserves  to  himself 
the  nomination  of  four,  i.  14;  they 
manage  the  treasury,  ^2 ;  are  employed 
to  punish  unruly  spectators  at  the 
theatre,  54. 

Frasutagus,  a  British  king,  leaves  the 
emperor  joint  heir  with  his  own 
daughters,  i.  372.;  the  policy  of  this, 
372. 

Ftimus,  Antonius,  convicted  of  a  fraud, 
i.  379;  his  daring  spirit,  379;  ex- 
pelled the  senate,  379 ;  his  revolt 
to  Vespasian,  and  charaotfr,  ii.  124  ; 
his  speech  for  despatch  and  push- 
ing the  war  in  Italy,  135;  is  leader 
of  the  army  into  Italy,  137 ;  acquires 
great  fame  by  ordering  the  statues  of 

;   CbOba,  to  be  reatoxod,  139 


the  enemy,  140;  is  reinforced  by  the 
seventh  legion,  140;  and  by  the  third 
and  eighth,  141 ;  appeases  a  tumult, 
and  saves  Ampius  Flavianus  from 
being  murdered,  142;  is  suspected  to 
occasion  the  seditions  which  obliged 

•  Flavianus  and  Satuminus  to  retire, 
142 ;  when  informed  of  the  distractions 
of  the  enemy,  he  determines  to  engage 

;   them  before  Valens  could  head  them, 
145;  encamps  at  Bedriacum,  and  is 
informed  of  the  enemy's    approach, 
145 ;  his  disposition  of  his  army,  and 
his  gallant  behaviour,  146 ;  obtains  the 
victory,  146;  is  joined  by  the  vrhole 
power  of  .Vespasian's  army,  who  are 
for  attacking  Cremona  instantly,  147; 
but  restrained  by  his.  address  and  elo- 
quence, 148;  is  informed  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy,  with  six  legions, 
149;  the  disposal  of  his  army,  149; 
his  behaviour  and  management,  150; 
besieges    Cremona,   153  ;    orders    the 
most   sumptuous    buildings   without 
the  city  to  be  burnt,  154;   on  sign  of 
submission  he  orders  all  violence  to 
be  stayed,  155 ;  is  supposed  to  have 
given  orders  for  burning  the  city,  156; 
is  struck  with  shame,  and  orders  that 
tione  shcmld  hold  as  a  captive  any  citi- 
zen of  Cremoua,  157 ;  oppresses  Italy, 
debauches    the   army,    and    commits 
rapine,  167 }  finds  himself  ill-used  by 
Mucianus,  and  writes  to  Vespasian, 
169 ;  his  speech  to  pacify  the  soldiers 
at  Carsulae,  175;  his  behaviour  to  the 
revolters,  and  disposal  of  them,  177; 
is  suspected  of  treachery,  188 ;  he  ad- 
vances along  the  great  Fiaminian  road, 
189 ;  and  approaches  Rome,   191 ;  is 
principal  in  authority  there,  96;  ob- 
tains the  consular  dignity,  198;   his 
power  and  autiiority  quite  sunk  by  the 
arrivalof  Mucianus,  202 ;  is  reported  to 
have  persuaded  Scribonianus  Crassus 
to  assume  the  sovereignty,  224j  goes 

[^  to  Vespasian,  258;  his  reception  and 
treatment,  258 ;  grows  daily  more  dt- 
spised  and  despicable,  258. 

Princes,  in  what  sense  the  representa- 
tives  of  the  gods,  i.  131 ;  the  force  of 
their  example,  141 ;  their  death  ever 
accompanied  with  dismal  tales,  161 ; 
their  passiims  and  prejudices  unac- 
countable, 168 ;  how  dangerous  to 
upbraid  them,  173;  they  may  easily 
distinguish  true  applause  f^om  flat- 
tery, 174;  their  most  lasting  monu- 
ments, 179;  always  remember  sfaaip 
railleries,  207;  how  they  behold  the 
instrument  of  their  cruelties,  393. 

Prisctts,  Ancharius,  impleads  Cassias 
Cordus,  i.  149. 

Priscus,  Caius  Lutorius,  his  celebrated 
poem  upon  the  death  of  Germanicus, 
and  its^rawscd,  L.137;  is  acenied  )qr 
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*  an  infonner  for  preparing  another 
upon  the  death  of  Dnisus,  when,  it 
should  happen,  137. 
Frisous,  Fabius,  leader  of  the  fourteenth 
legion  from  Britain,  takes  the  Ser- 
vians and  Tungrians  undvr  the  Roman 
protection,  ii.  258. 
Frisous,  Helvidius,  sent  tb  regulate  the 
disorders  in  the  East,  and  his  prudent 
management  there,  i.  801;  why  sud- 
denly recalled,  301 ;  is  accused,  460 ; 
his  innocence,  460;  his  banishment, 
464;  his  discourse  and  sentiments  gain 
him  great  glory  in  the  senate,  u.  198; 
his  great  character,  198;  speech*of  his, 
199 ;  as  praetor  he  consecrates  the  floor 
of  the  capitol,  235. 
Friscus,  Helvidius,  son  of  the  abore- 
mentioped,  executed  under  Domitian, 
ii.  387. 
Frisous,  Julius,  commander  of  an  anny 
under  Vitellius,  ii.  171 ;  abandons  the 
camp,  176;  on  the  death  of  Vitellius, 
and  reduction  of  Rome  to  Vespasian^ 
he  kills  himself,  203. 
Friscus,  Nonius,  a  friend  of  Seneca,  and 

for  this  banished  by  Nero,  i.  441. 
Friscus,  Petronius,  banished,  i.  441. 
Friscus,  Tarquitius,  condemned  for  pub- 
lic rapine  in  Bithynia,  i.  382. 
Proculus,  Cervarius,  a  Roman  knight, 
•  one  of  the  conspirators  against  Nero, 
i.  426;    his  confession  and   pardon, 
440. 
Proculus,  Cestius,  accused  and  acquit- 
ted, i.  332. 
Proculus.  Considins,  suddenly  charged 
with  treason,  and  executed,  i.  223; 
Sancia,  his  sister,  banished,  223. 
Proculus,  Licinius,  captain  of  the  pne- 
torian  guards  to  Otho,  advises  to  en- 
gage Csecina  and  Valens,  ii.  91  ;  is 
pardoned  by  Vitellius,  107. 
Proculus,  Volusius,  helped  to  murdei 
Agrippina,  Nero's  mother,  i.  427 ;  dis- 
contented with  Nerq,  and  thraatens 
vengeance,  427. 
Prodigies  observed  at    Rome,  1.  297; 
many  and  various,  with  their  supposed 
portent,  425. 
Propertius,  Celer,  a  poor  senator,  re- 
lieved and  supported  by  .Tiberius,  i.  53. 
Prostitutes  of  old  punished  only  by  in- 
famy, i.  106. 
Provinces,  Roman,  why  not  averse  to 
the  sovereignty  of  one,  i.  3 ;  a  decree 
for  preventing  their  application  to  the 
senate  for  public  thanks  to  their  go- 
vernors, i.  409. 
Proximus,  Starius,  the  tribune*  one  of 
the  conspirators  against  Nero,  i.  426 ; 
is  pardoned,  but  offends  again,  and 
dies,  440. 
Ptolemy,  son  of  Juba,  king  of  Mauritania, 
i.  170;  honours  piatd  to  him  by  the 
e,  171. 


Pulchra,  Claudia,  tu^cused  and  condem- 
ned, i.  189. 

Puteoli,  dissensions  between  the  senate 
and  the  populace  there,  i.  346 ;  digni- 
fied by  Nero  with  the  title  of  a  colony, 
371. 

Pyramids  of  Egypt,  their  immense  bulk 
and  situation,  i.  93 ;  by  whom  raised, 
93. 


QvADi,  governed  by  kings,  ii.  334. 

Quadratus,  Numidius,  governor  of  Syria, 
i.  299 ;  he  connives  at  the  usurpation 
and  cruelty  of  Rhadamistus,  yet  seems 
to  oppose  him,  300 ;  composes  the  trou- 
ble in  Judaea,  and  protects  Felix,  304. 

Quadratus,  Seius>  accused,  i.  216. 

Qusestorship,  origin  of  the  office,  and  how 
supplied,  i.  261. 

Quietus,  Cluvidienus,  banished,  i.  441. 

Quinta,  Claudia,  the  vestal,  her  statue 
twice  spared  by  the  fire,  i.  198. 

Quintianus,  Afranius,  the  senator,  a 
man  of  evil  fame,  but  active  in  the 
conspiracy  against  Nero,  i.  426;  he 
denies  the  charge  long,  431;  is  corrup- 
ted by  a  promise  of  pardon,  and  in- 
forms against  Glitius  Gallus,  481 ; 
suffers  death  with  resolution,  440. 

Quintilianus,  tribune  of  the  people,  his 
motion  concerning  one  of  the  Sibyl's 
books,  i.  220. 

Quirinalis,  Clodius,  his  conviction,  and 
voluntary  death,  i.  832. 

Quirinius,  Sulpicius,  husband  to  Emilia 
Lepida,  his  mean  character,  i.  136;  his 
fiublic  funeral  at  the  request  of  Tibe- 
rius, 136;  his  merits  towards  the  em- 
peror, 136;  his  warlike  exploits  an4 
unpopularity,  137. 


RsD  Sea,  the  boundary  of  the  Roman 
empire,  i.  93. 

Regulus,  the  <;on8ul,  his  quarrel  with 
Trio,  i.  211,  214. 

Regulus,  Aquilius,  charged  as  the  accu- 
ser and  destroyer  of  the  illustrious 
house  of  the  ancient  Crassi,  and  that  of 
Orphltus,  ii.  227;  his  horrid  cruelty  set 
forth  in  a  speech  of  Curtius  Montanus, 
227. 

Regulus,  Livineius,  pleads  for  Cneius 
Piso,  i.  113. 

Regulus,  Memmius,  his  death  and  illus- 
trious character,  i.  382 ;  Nero's  opinion 
of  him,  382. 

Remmius,  a  veteran  soldier,  slays  Yono- 
nes,  i.  97. 

Reudigni,  ii.  332. 

Revels,  popular,  censured,  i.  866;  de- 
fended, 366. 

Rhadamistus,  son  of  Pharasmanes,  kin^ 

of  Iberia,  his  ambition  and  guile,  i. 

.  298;  by  fore*  and  fraud  he  seizes  Ar- 
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menia*  the  kinardom  of  Mithridates, 
his  father-in-law  and  uncle,  398 ;  and 
'  .causes  him  and  his  wife  (sister  to 
Rhadamistus)  to  be  murdered,  as  also 
their  children,  SOO;  is  driven  out  of 
Armenia  with  his  Iberians,  301; 
recovers  it  once  more,  and  is  more 
bloody  than  ever,  301 ;  the  people  in- 
censed, and  he  forced  again  to  flee,  302; 
his  love  and  barbarity  to  Zenobia, 
his  wife,  302 ;  he  renounces  all  further 
struggles,  316 ;  is  put  to  death  by  his 
father,  336. 
Rhamses,  an  Egyptian  king,  his  wide 

conquests,  1.  93. 
Rhemetalces,  a  king  of  Thrace,  i.  95 ; 
another,  97 ;  besieged  in  Philippopolis, 
and   relieved  by  the  Romans,   132; 
serves  with  them  against  his  country- 
men, 186. 
Rhescuporis,  a  king  of  Thrace,  his  trea- 
chery, i.  96;  his  imprisonment  and 
death,  97. 
Rhine,  its  course  described,  i.  59 ;  how 

many  legions  guarded  it,  157. 
Rhodes,  the  city  of,  often   loses   and 

recovers  its  liberties,  i.  306. 

Rhoxolanians,   a  people   of  Sannatia, 

invade  Mcesia,  ii.  57;  their  character, 

and  overthrow  by  Marcus  Aponius,  57. 

Riots  connected  with  the  theatre,  i.  53 ; 

factions  of  the  players,  38. 
Rivers,  to  alter  their  courses  reckoned 
unholy,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Latins,  i.  55. 
Roman  dominions,  extent  of  the,  i.  157 ; 

fleets  and  legions,  157. 
Roman  government,  various  forms  'of 
the,  i.  1,  175;  change  in  its  charac- 
ter, 4. 
Romans,  lost  all  spirit  of  liberty  under 
Augustus,  i.  4;  their  reasonings  and 
fears  about  his  successor,  4;  under 
the  conduct  of  Germanicus,  their  great 
victory  over  the  Germans,  65;  their 
generosity  to  their  foes,  107;  they 
chiefly  delight  to  magnify  ancient 
;  exploits,  107;  are  alarmed  with  the 
revolt  in  Gaul,  134;  inveigh  against 
Tiberius,  134.  See  Populace. 
Rome,  city  of,  its  first  magistrates  were 
kings,  i.  1 ;  excessive  servilitr  and 
flattery  there  upon  the  accession  of 
Tiberius,  7;  extreme  public  sorrow 
for  the  death  of  Germanicus,  104;  and 
expostulations  of  the  popiilace,  104;  • 
what  forces  guarded  the  city,  157; 
mutual  fears  amongst  all  men  there, 
whence,  201;  many  bloody  executions, 
238 ;  great  fires,  197,  241 ;  its  circum- 
ference enlarged  by  Claudius,  285 ;  its 
ancient  bounds,  285;  false  rejoicings 
there,  406 ;  state  of  public  provisions, 
t  406;  terrible  conflagration,  418;  ter- 
rors and  misery  of  the  people,  4i9; 
the    flames   wilfully  heightened   by 


incendiaries,  who  alteg»  authority  for 
their  behaviour,  419 ;  Nero  suspected 
for  the  author  of  this  calamity,  420 ; 
many  public  buildings  and  mouu- 
ments  destroyed,  420;  public  suppli- 
cations and  devotions  after  the  fire, 
422;  public  rejoicings  and  inward 
mournings,  440 ;  a  terrible  pestilence^ 
450 ;  is  entered  by  the  forces  of  Ves- 
pasian, ii.  192;  the  terrible  havoc 
which  ensues,  192;  calamitous  con- 
dition of  the  city  after  the  death  of 
Vitellius,  195;  uneasinesses  and  ter- 
rors there,  lest  AMea  should  rebel, 
223 ;  the  city  restored  to  her  pacific 
form,  225. 

Rome,  olfice  of  praefect  of,  i.  219. 

Romulus,  arbitrary  in  the  adxniniatra- 
tion  of  Justice,  L  123;  his  wisdom, 
263. 

Roscius,  Regulus,  appointed  consul  for 
a  day  only,  ii.  159. 

Rubellius  Blandus,  marries  Julia,  the 
daughter  of  Drusus,  i.  228. 

Rubellius  Geminus,  consul,  i.  206. 

Rubrius,  a  Roman  knight,  strange  sort 
of  treason  charged  against  him,  i.  51. 

Rufilla,  Annia,  her  remarkable  insolence, 
i.  ISO. 

Rufinus,  Vincius,  a  Roman  knight,  con- 
victed of  a  fraud,  i.  379. 

Ruflus,  Crispinus,  husband  to  Foppjea, 
i.344. 

RufUs,  Aufidienus,  prsefect  of  the  camp, 
ill-treatment  of,  i.  17;  driven  out,  19. 

Ruftis,  Curtiiis,  history  of,  i.  260. 

Rufus,  Fenius,  made  superintendent  of 
public  provisions,  i.  327;  captain  of 
the  guards  to  Nero,  and  in  credit  with 
the  public,  386;  hence  disliked  by  the 
emperor,  386;  his  authority  depreased, 
389 ;  is  one  of  the  conspirators  agiUnst 
Nero,  426;  his  constant  danger  frmn 
Tigellinus,  426;  his  violent  behaviour 
in  examining  the  other  conspirators, 
to  prevent  being  suspected  himself, 
432;  is  accused  of  the  conspiracy, 
and  seized,  437 ;  dies  meanly,  438. 

Rufus.  Numisius.    See  Numisius. 

Rufus,  Petilius,  a  tool  of  Scganus,  i.  200. 

Rufus,  Trebellienus,  appointed  to  admi- 
nister  the  government  in  Thrace,  i.  97 ; 
accused,  and  kills  himself,  238. 

Rufus,  Verginius,  consul,  i.  409. 

Rugii,  ii.  336. 

Ruminalis,  the  tree  so  called  at  Rome 
decays  and  revives,  i.  352. 

Rusticus,  Arulenus.    See  Arulenns. 

Rusticus,  Junius,  keeps  a  journal  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  senate,  L  208;  warns 
them  against  prosecuting  Agrippina 
and  Nero,  208. 


Sabxnus,  Calvisius,' charged  with  trea- 
son, i.  218;  commander  of  a  legion 
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under  Ccsenniiig  Pstua  in  the  East, 
1.400. 

Sabinas,  Flayius,  brother  to  the  emperor 
Vespasian,  consul  elect,  appointed  by 
Otho  to  command  in  Macer's  room,  ii. 
92;  with  the  forces  under  his  com- 
'  mand,  he  goes  oyer  to  Vitelllus,  103; 
draws  up  idl  the  forces  in  Rome,  who 

:  are  by  him  sworn  to  Vitelllus^  104;  he 
is  persuaded  to  leave  Vitelllus,  175;  is 

(    suspected  to  envy  his  brother's  for- 

.  tune,  177;  his  character,  178;  he  at- 
tacks a  party  of  Vitelllus^  men,  but  is 
forced  to  retire,  and  shuts  himself  in 

.  the  capitol,  181 ;  sends  to  Vitelllus  to 
expostulate,  181 ;  is  besieged  in  the 
capitol,  183 ;  is  taken  and  mur- 
dered, 186 ;  ftineral  honours  are  paid 

■    to  him  as  censor,  231. 

Sabinus,  Julius,  one  of  the  Lingones, 
values  himself  as  being  descended 
from  Julius  Caesar,  ii.  237;  causes 
himself  to  be  proclaimed  Cssar,  246 ; 
leads  a  huge  host  of  his  countrymen, 
the  Lingones,  to  invade  the  Sequa- 
nians,  246 ;  he  is  put  to  flight  by  them, 
and  thence  the  war  is  stayed,  247. 

Sabinus,  Ostorius,  accuses  Barea  Sora- 
nus,  i.  457 ;  as  also  his  daughter,  Ser- 
vilia,  461 ;  his  charge  against  her,  461 ; 
his  great  rewards,  463. 

Sabinus,  Poppaus,  governor  of  Mcesia, 
i.  55 ;  his  successful  exploits  against 
the  Thracians,  106 ;  his  death  and  cha- 
racter, 238. 

Sabinus,  Publius,  captain  of  the  prsto- 
rian  guards  to  Vitelllus,  ii.  128;  put 
in  chains,  158. 

Sabinus,  Titius,  a  Roman  knight,  i. 
166;  his  faithfUl  adherence  to  the 
family  of  Germanicus,  201 ;  by  what 
Vile  fraud  circumvented,  201 ;  he  is 

,'  condemned  and  executed,  202;  his 
last  words,  202. 

Sacerdos,  Carsidius,  once  prastor,  ban- 
ished, L  245. 

Sacrovir,  Julius,  incites  the  Gauls  to 
revolt,  i.  132;  speech  to  them,  132; 
his  deceit,  133;  his  great  forces,  133; 
he  holds  as  hostages  all  the  noble 
youths  of  Gaul,  133;  harangues  his 
army,  135 ;  is  routed,  and  slays  him- 
self, 136. 

Sagitta,  Octavius,  his  extravagant  pas- 
sion for  Puntia,  i.  343 ;  he  murders  her, 
and  is  condemned,  343 ;  the  generous 
spirit  of  his  freedman,  343. 

Sallustius,  Crispus,  his  credit  at  courtf 
and  counsel  to  Livia,  i.  6 ;  aids  Tibe- 
rius by  his  counsel,  79;  his  death, 
favour,  and  character,  126. 

Salonina,  wife  to  Cecina,  ii.  82. 

Saloninus,  Asinius,  his  death  and  illos- 
trious  descent,  i.  153. 

Salt,  singular  way  of  producing,  in  Ger- 
mvny,  i.  351. 


Salvianus,  Calpurnius,  accuses  Sextus 
Marius  unseasonably,  i.  178 ;  and 
thence  banished,  178. 

Salvius,  Titianus.    See  Titianus. 

Samoa,  the  people  of,  claim  a  right  of 
sanctuary  to  the  temple  of  Juno,  i.  63". 

Sancia,  banishment  of,  i.  223. 

Sanctuaries,  rights  of,  examined,  i.  144; 
limited  by  the  senate,  146;  other 
claims,  163.  * 

Sanquinius,  Maximus,  his  speech  in  the 
senate,  i.  214;  governor  of  tiower  Ger- 
many, dies,  258. 

Sardis,  the  city  of,  destroyed  by  an 
earthquake,  i.  85 ;  it  claims  a  right  to 
a  sanctuary,  146. 

Sariolenus,  Vocula,  expelled  the  senate 
for  endeavouring  to  introduce  the 
practice  of  accusing  under  Nero  and 

•   Vitelllus,  ii.  226. 

Sarmatians,  manners  of  the,  ii.  341 ; 
their  wars  with  the  Romans,  2, 57, 151 ; 
engage  for  pay  on  different  sides,  i. 
234;  their,  conduct  in  battle,  235. 

Satrius  Secundus,  an  agent  of  Sejanus, 
i.  176;  betrays  his  conspiracy,  244. 

Satumius,  a  turbulent  tribune,  i.  128. 

Satumius,  Aponius,  commander  in 
Mcesia,  attempts  to  murder  Tertiua 
Julianus,  ii.  123. 

Scaevinus,  Flavins,  the  senator, a  vicious 
man,  active  in  the  conspiracy  against 
Nero,  i.  426;  his  behaviour  and  pre- 
parations observed  by  Milichus,  hia 
freedman,  430 ;  is  by  him  accused,  and 
thence  brought  before  the  tribunal, 
430;  his  bold  defence,  431;  suffers 
death  with  resolution,  440. 

Scapula.    See  Ostorius. 

Scaurus,  Mamercus,  offends  Tiberius, 
who  conceals  his  own  rancour,  i.  13 ; 
his  quarrel  with  Lucius  Sylla,  127; 
prosecutes  Cains  Silanus,  147;  is  ac- 
cused of  adultery  and  magic,  231; 
kills  himself,  231. 

Scaurus,  Maximus,  a  centurion,  one  of 
the  conspirators  against  Nero,  i.  426. 

Scipio,  husband  to  Poppsa  the  Elder, 
his  temper  and  address,  i.  249. 

Scipio,  Cornelius,  his  monstrous  flattery 
to  Pallas,  i.  303. 

Scipio,  Publius,  his  courteous  demea- 
nour in  Sicily  of  old,  i.  92. 

Scipio,  Publius,  consul,  i.  328. 

Scnbonianus,  Camillus,  takes  arms  In 
Dalmatia,  i.  302. 

Scribonianus  Crassus  declines  the  otttt 
^     of  Antonius,  ii.  224. 

Scribonianus,  Furius,  doomed  to  exile, 
why,  i.  302 ;  Junia  his  mother  involved 
in  his  crime,  302 ;  he  soon  dies.  302. 

Scribonii,  the  two  brothers  of  that  name 
compose  the  troubles  at  Puzzoli,  i. 
346. 

Sea-fight,  mock,  exhibited  by  Claudius, 
i.  305. 
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Secular  games,  exhfliilion  of  the,  i.  253J 

Secundus,  Julius^  ii.  891. 

Secundus,  Pedaneus,  governor  of  Rome, 
murdered  by  one  of  his  slaves,  i.  380 ; 
all  the  rest  executed,  382. 

flegestes,  a  German  chief,  in  alliance 
with  the  Romans,  i.  38  j  his  advice  to 
Varus,  38;  his  affinity  to  Arminius, 
^d  variance  vrith  him,  39 ;  he  prays 
relief  from  Germanicus  against  his 
own  countr3nnen,  39;  is  rescued  by 
Germanicus,  40 ;  his  daughter  wife  to 
Arminius,  her  behaviour  and  great 
spirit  in  captivity,  40 ;  his  speech  and 

.  apology  to  Germanicus,  40 ;  his  deser- 
tion, how  variously  it  affected  the  Ger- 
mans, 41. 

Seghnund,  son  to  Segestes,  a  deputy 
from  his  father  to  Germanicus,  i.  40 ; 
a  priest  among  the  Ubians,  40;  had 
once  revolted  from  the  Romans,  but 
is  graciously  received,  40. 

Sejanus,  commands  the  pratorian 
guards,  i.  154 ;  his  origin  and  character, 

.  154;  appointed  governor  to  Drusus, 
19 ;  his  great  credit  with  Tiberius,  19 ; 
his  arts  to  incense  him  against  Agrip- 
pina  and  others,  48 ;  marries  his 
daughter  to  the  son  of  Claudius,  125; 
this  resented  by  the  people,  125;  his 
upiring  views,  125;  a  statue  erected 
to  him  by  the  senate,  151 ;  the  par- 
tiality of  Tiberius  to  him,  151;  his 
m%hty  sway  with  Tiberius,  154;  how 
ruinous  to  the  state,  154;  his  designs 
against  Drusus,  155;  debauches  his 
■  .wife,  159;  divorces  his  own,  156;  at 
first  recommends  himself  by,  gOQd 
counsels,  150;  studies  to  destroy  the 
bouse  of  Germanicus,  162 ;  his  wicked 
jfrtifices  and  instruments.  162;  he  con- 
tinually instigates  Tiberius  against 
Agrippina,  162;  his  exceftsive  power 
and  infatuation,  180;  he  seeks  Livia 
(the  widow  of  Drusus)  in  marriage, 
180 ;  reply  of  Tiberius,  181 ;  is  alarmed, 
and  urges  the  emperor  to  leave  Rome, 
182;  his  views  in  this,  183 ;  he  exposes 
his  life  for  Tiberius,  195 ;  henoe  the 
Bicrease  of  his  power,  195;  sets  him- 
self to  destroy  the  offspring  of  Ger- 

.  xnanicus,  195;  no  access  to  honours 
but  through  his  favour,  this  purchased 
only  by  iniquity,  200 ;  how  he  managed 
the  prince's  cruelty,  203;  his  great 
power  and  insolence,  205 ;  his  conspi- 
zacy  and  death,  209 ;  his  two  children 
executed,  and  their  bodies  exposed,  ^i 
210 ;  his  effects  how  disposed  of,  213; 
all  those  under  accusation  of  any  at- 
tachment to  him  put  to  death,  224. 

Seleucia,  the  city  of,  by  whom  founded, 
i.  239 ;  its  government,  and  flattery  to 
Tiridates,  289;  it  baffles  the  whole 
power  of  the  Parthian  monwdiy  tm 
aeven  years  together,  253. 


SMoanones,  their  religious  customs,       i 
331  ;  their  authority,  331. 

Senate,  the  Roman,  discussion  in,  on  the 
frineral  of  Augustus,  i.  8 ;  humiliating 

•  importunity  to  Tiberius,  12  ;  its  con- 
duct in  the  affair  of  Libo,  72,  74 ;  in- 
dependence of  Piso,  76 ;  application  of 
Hortalus,  77 ;  th^y  meet  the  ashes  of 
Germanicus,  109 ;  their  adulation,  142; 
they  retain  a  shadow  of  their  old 
jurisdiction.  144;  why  not  sorry  for  the 
death  of  Drusus,  162;  their  fear  and 
flattery,  205;  their  suppleness,  209; 
their  sycophancy  to  Claudius,  275; 
they  legitimate  his  marriage  with  his 
niece,  276 ;  infamous  flights  of  flattery 
upon  the  murder  of  Octavia,  395; 
their  care  to  avert  Nero's  public  shame. 
445 ;  but  to  no  purpose,  445 ;  more  flat- 
tering acts  to  Nero,  449  ;  decree  triba- 
nitial  authority,  and  the  name  of  Au- 
gustus, to  Otho,  ii.  34 ;  are  insulted  by 
the  soldiers,  103;  and  in  suspense  and 
terror  at  the  death  of  Otho,  103;  all 
turn  their  thoughts  and  obedience  to 
Vitellius,  103 ;  are  frighted  by  Coenus, 
a  freedman  of  Nero,  104;  decree  all 
honours  at  once  to  Vitellius,  165  ;  pro- 
nounce judgment  on  Caecina,  158;  de- 
cree to  Vespasian  all  titles  and  prero- 
gatives, 197 ;  and  the  consulship,  with 
Titus  for  his  colleague,  197 ;  also  the 
praetorship  and  consular  authority  to 
Doraitian,  197;  award  thanks  to  the 
generals,  to  the  armies,  and  oonflade- 
rate  kings,  224;  appoint  Plotius  Griphus 
praetor  in  the  room  of  Tertius  Julianns, 
224;  devise  an  oath,  by  which  ther 
severally  appeal  to  the -deities,  that 
they  haid  in  no  degree  sought  the 
damage  or  life  of  any  perstm,  226: 
their  abhorrence  of  accusers,  226. 

Senators  not  suffered  to  enter  the  house 
of  an  actor,  i.  54;  many  of  them  fight 
upon  the  stage  as  gladiators,  415. 

Senators,  poor,  some  relieved  by  "nbe- 
rius,  i.  77;  others  expelled,  or  allowed 
to  retire,  85. 

Seneea,  Anneeus,  recalled  from  banish- 
ment, 1.  277 ;  his  great  abilities,  277 ; 
is  appointed  with  Burrus  to  go- 
vern the  youth  of  Nero,  314  ;  his 
accomplishments,  and  fine  genius,  314; 
composes  speeches  for  Nero,  319 ;  is 
reviled  by  Suilius,  340;  his  share  in 
the  death  of  Agrippina,  357 ;  incnn 
popular  censure,  357 ;  is  traduced  to 
Nero  by  wicked  counsellors,  385 ;  their 
chargf  against  him,  and  their  flattery 
to  *Nero,  385 ;  his  speech  to  the  em- 
peror, 386;  offers  to  resign  all  his 
.  wealth  and  power,  and  begs  to  retire, 
386;  avoids  the  court,  424;  hia  con- 
stant danger  and  abstemious  lifie,  424; 
his  destruction  sought  by  Nero,  434; 
bis  accusation,  defence,  and  finaaess 
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0f  mind,  434;  hit  great  ealmnetsvhen 
doomed  to  die,  435  ;  is  anxious  for  the 
lot  of  his  wife,  435 ;  his  exhortati<ms 
to  her,  436 ;  orders  all  his  vems  to  be 
opened,  but  without  eflfect,  and  utters 
excellent  discourses,  436;  Bvallow» 
poison,  but  in  vain,  437 ;  is  suffooated 
in  a  hot  bath;  his  last  ^ords,  and 
plain  ftineral,  437 ;  a  purpose  among 
the  conspirators  of  transferring  the 
empire  to  him,  437. 

Senecio,  Claudius,  his  intimacy  "with 
Nero,  i.  319. 

Senecio,  Tullius,  a  Roman  knight,  one 
of  the  conspirators  against  Nero,  i. 
426;  is  intimate  with  him,  426;  in- 
forms against  Annius  Pollio,  431 ; 
suffers  death  with  resolution,  440. 

Sentius,  Cneius, 'becomes  goTcmor  of 
Syria,  on  the  death  of  Germanicus,  i. 
100;  d^eatsthe  attempts  of  Piso,  103. 

fleptimius,  a  centurion,  murder  of,  i.  24. 

Septimius,  Fortius,  his  character,  ii.  138. 

Sequanians.  the,  ravaged  by  Caius  Silius, 
i.  134 ;  obtain  a  victory  over  the  Lin- 
gones,  ii.  246. 

Serapis,  god  of  the  Egyptians,  sends  a 
man  to  Vespasian  to  be  cured  of  blind- 
ness, ii.  259 ;  another  to  be  cured  of 
lamenebs,  260;  history  of  this  deity, 

■  according  to  the  archpriests  of  Egypt, 
260. 

Serenus,  Annseus,  cloaks  Nero's  passion 
forActe,i.  320. 

Serenus,  Caius  Vibius,  Joins  in  the  pro- 
secution of  Libo,  i.  72;  ofitei|^s  the 
emperor  by  his  renHmstrances  on  that 
occasion,  1 73 ;  condemned  and  banish- 
ed, 163 ;  accused  of  treason  by  his 
son,  172;  condemned  to  death,  but 
his  life  spared  by  Tiberius,  173. 

Serenus,  Y ibius,  the  y  ounger,  threatened 
by  the  populace,  flees  from  the  city, 
but  is  brought  back,  i.  173 ;  his  flilse 
apcusation  against  Fonteius  Captto, 
178. 

Servsus,  Qointus,  governor  of  Comma- 
gena,  i.  91 ;  is  accused,  and  condemn- 
ed, 216;  saves  hfanself  by  accusing 
others,  216. 

Servilia,  the  daughter  of  Sorantis,  ac- 
cused with  him,  i.  461 ;  risks  her  own 
life  to  save  his,  461;  her  affecting 
speech  and  behaviour  in  the  senate, 
462;  is  permitted  to  choose  her  own 
death,  463. 

Servilius  accuses  Mamereus  Seaurus,  i. 
231 ;  takes  a  bribe,  and  is  banished, 
231. 

Servilius,  Marcus,  consul,  L  232;  his 
death  and  character,  365. 

Servitude,  with  peace,  preferred  to  a 
perilous  struggle  for  liberty,  i.  3. 

Servius  Galba.    See  Oalba. 

Servins   Tullius,   commended   for   his 

.  knra,  i.  129. 


Sestius,  Caius,  his  complaint  in  the 
senate  against  turning  the  statues  of 
theTemperors  into  sanctuaries,  i.  130; 

•  is  consul,  232. 

Severn,  the  river,  i.  289. 

Severus  preferred  to  ponfifical  hononrs,' 
i.  119. 

Stu^ms,  Cscina,  his  motion  in  the  se- 
nate against  the  influence  of  women, 

■  1.  1^8. 

Severus.TitusAlledius,  aRoman  knight, 

-   his  sthinge  court  to  Agrippina,  i.  276. 

Severus,  Verulanus,  commander  of  a. 
legion  sent  to  succour Tigranes,  i.  397. 

Sextia,  wife  to  Mamereus  Seaurus,  per- 
suades her  husband  to  die,  and  dies 
withiiim,  i.  231. 

Sextia,  mother-in-law  to  Lucius  Vetns, 
accused,  448;  kills  herself,  449;  is 
condemned  after  death,  449. 

Sextilia,  mother  to  Vitellius,  ii.  110;  her 
good  character,  110;  her  death,  179. 

Sextilius.    See  Felix. 

Sibylline  books  not  suffered  to  be  con- 
sulted, i.  53 :  they  are  suppressed  "by 
authority,  and  called  in,  220. 

Sicily,  privilege  allowed  the  senators  of 
that  province,  i.  284. 

Sido  and  Italicus.  kings  of  the  Suevians, 
join  Vespasian's  army,  ii.  138,  149. 

Siege  of  Cremona,  by  Antonius,  ii.  152^ 
of  the  Old  Camp,  211 ;  of  Magontia- 
cum,  223 ;  of  Placentia,  by  Caecina,  82. 

Sigimer,  brother  of  Segestes,  surrenders 
himself,  with  his  son,  to  Stertinius, 
i.49. 

Silana,  the  wife  of  Caius  Silius,  divorced  . 
to  oblige  Messalina,  i.  255,  325;  her 
character,  325;  forms  a  plot  against 
Agrippina,  325;  is  banished,  327;  re- 
turns to  Italy,  and  dies  at  Tarentom, 
881. 

Silanns,  Appins,  charged  with  treason, 
i.  218. 

ffilanus,  Caius,  proconsul  of  Asia,  ac- 
cuited  of  robbmg  the  public,  i.  147; 

'  guilty,  but  hardly  used,  148;  ^md 
doomed  to  exile,  149. 

Silanus  Creticus,  governor  of  Syria,  i. 
58;  removed  by  Tiberius,  because  of 
his  friendship  and  affinity  to  Germani- 
cus,  82. 

Silanus,  Decius,  banished  under  Augus- 
tus, i.  121 ;  is  restored  under  Tiberius, 
121;  biit  arrives  at  no  preferment, 
121. 

Silanus,  Junius,  consul,  i.  '200 ;  is  poi- 
soned, by  whom  and  why,  313;  his 
innocence  and  great  quality,  313. 

Silanus,  Lucius,  engaged  to  Octavia,  the 
daughter  of  Claudius,  i.  274 ;  unjustly 

'  accused  of  incest,  and  degraded  from 
the  rank  of  a  senator,  274 ;  deprived 
of  Octavia,  and  divested  of  his  prstor* 
ship,  276;  kills  hlmseif,  276. 

Silanus,  Lucius,  the  jonnger,  his  emi- 
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.  nent  character,  i.  447;  accused  by 
Nero,  447 ;  is  doomed  to  exile,  448 ; 
is  murdered  by  a  centurion  and  band 
of  soldiers,  448 ;  dies  like  a  brave  man, 
448. 

SUanus,  Marcus,  his  flattery  of  Tiberiusi 
i.  142. 

Silanus,  Torquatus,  his  accusation,  and 
voluntary  death,  i.  416. 

Silia,  why  doomed  to  banishment,  i„455. 

Silius,  Caius,  commands  under  Germa- 
nicus  in  Upper  Germany,  i.  23^  is  dis- 
tinguished with  the  ornaments  of  a 
triumph,  50 ;  directs  the  building  of  a 
fleet,  60;  invades  the  Cattians,  60; 
takes  their  prince,  with  his  wife  and 
daughter,  60 ;  is  despatched  with  an 
army  against  the  Catti,  69;  sends 
forces  against  the  revolted  Gauls,  133 ; 
the  alacrity  of  his  men,  134;  his 
speech  to  them,  135 :  routs  Sacrovir, 

f  135;  iB  arraigned,  160;  the  friendship 
of  Germanicus  fatal  to  him,  166 ;  hurts 
himself  by  boasting  his  services,  166 ; 
kills  himself  befote  condemnation, 
167 ;  yet  his  estate  confiscated,  167. 

Silius,  Caius,  the  younger,  consul  elect, 
his  speech  against  mercenary  pleaders, 
i.  250 ;  is  obliged  by  Messalina  to  di- 
vorce Silana,  his  wife,  255 ;  the  danger 
of  this  amour,  255 ;  his  desperate  in- 

'  toxication,  265 ;  he  marries  the  em- 
peror's wife,  266;  his^iot  with  Mes- 
salina, 268}  is  alarmed  with  the  ap- 
proach and  menaces  of  Claudius,  268 ; 
is  presented  before  the  tribunal,  270 ; 
begs  a  despatch  of  his  doom,  270 ;  his 
acccomplices  executed,  270. 

Silures,  a  people  of  Britain,  very  fierce 
and  hard  to  be  reclaimed,  i.  250 ;  are 
defeated,  294 ;  yet  continue  implaca- 
bler  294 ;  are  repulsed  by  Didius,  294. 

Silvanus,  Granius,  the  tribune,  one  of 
the  conspirators  against  Nero,  i.  426 ; 
is  pardoned,  but  falls  by  his  own 
hands,  440. 

Silvanus,  Flautius,  the  praetor,  murders 
his  wife,  i.  169 ;  and  dies  by  opening 
his  veins,  169. 

Silvanus,  Poppseus,  governor  of  Dal- 
matia,  ii.  167. 

Simon,  one  of  the  governors  of  Jerusa- 
lem, ii.  275. 
,  Simplex,  Csecilius,  appointed  consul,  ii. 
1U8. 

S'mnaces,  his  great  credit  in  Parthia,  i. 
236 ;  supports  Tiridates,  237. 

Sirpicus,  a  centurion  so  called,  the  cause 
of  a  quarrel  between  two  legions,  1. 19. 

Sisenna,  a  centurion,  flees  firom  the  coun- 
terfeit Nero,  ii.  74. 

Sitones,  their  situation  and  government, 
ii.  340. 

Slaves,  a  regulation  concerning  them,  i. 
333 ;  their  doom,  where  one  of  them 
kiUed  his  lord,  382. 


Smyrna,  the  city  of,  clidms  a  right  to  a 
sanctuary,  L  146 ;  its  claim,  not  proved, 
146;  its  antiquity,  and  early  friend- 
ship to  Rome,  192. 

Sofouius  Tigellinus.    See  Tigelliiiua. 

Sohemus,  king  of  Iturea,  his  death,  i. 
285. 


Sohemus  created  tfcing  of  Sophene  by 
Nero,  L  317;  Joins  the  pvty  of  Ves-  ! 
pasian,  ii.  121.  | 

Soldiers,  those  newly  levied  in   Rome,   | 
debauch  the  rest,  i.  24 ;  their  fury  and 
excesses,   24 ;  their  barbarity  to  the   ' 
centurions,  24 ;  how  .stubborn  in  their    i 
sedition,  24 ;  after  a  sedition  they  de-    | 
liver  up  the  authors  to  execution,  32 ;    , 
their  behaviour  to  Galba,ii.42 ;  to  OUio, 
26;  their  terrible  march  into  llorae,    ' 
29 ;  they  destroy  many  citizens,  and    i 
murder  Galba,  30 ;  and  Titus  Vinius, 
SO ;  all  things  transacted  by  tbeir  will, 
32;   they  insist  upon  being  exempt 
firom  paying  fees  to  their  centurions, 
S3;  advance  Flavius  Sabinus  to  the 
government  .of   Rome,    and    choose 
their  officers,  33 ;  reflections  on  them, 
37 ;  some  in  Germany  break  in  pieces 

.  the  image  of  Galba,  to  whom  just 
before  they  had  sworn,  40;  terrible 
instances  of  their  fury,  cruelty,  and 
madness,  42,  45 ;  they  insist  on  de- 
stroying the  Helvetians,  who  are  saved 
by  the  eloquence  of  Claudius  Coasus, 
58;  horrible  instance  of  their  rage, 
frenzy,  and  cruelty,  58;  are  calmed 
by  a  speech  of  Otho's,  60 ;  those  in 
Jud^a,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  are  uneasy 
that  they  have  no  share  in  the  disposal 
of  the  empire,  72 ;  they  bum,  plunder, 
and  lay  waste,  without  distinction, 
their  own  country,  77;  their  inso- 
lence to  Annius  Gallus,  especially  of 
those  who  had  murdered  Galba,  84; 
those  of  Vitellius  let  loose  to  spoil 
and  ravage,  105  ;  their  outr^eous  be- 
haviour at  Ticinum,  1 12 ;  great  num- 
bers of  them  discharged.  111;  they 
magnify  their  service  to  Vitellius, 
114 ;  their  behaviour  in  regard  to  Ves- 
pasian, 123 ;  many  cruel  murders  com- 
mitted by  them,  125 ;  a  great  morta- 
lity among  them,  129;  they  doom  to 
death  Titus  Ampins  Flavianus,  141; 
are  kept  from  murdering  him  by  An- 
tonius  Primus,  142 ;  they  then  assail 
Aponius  Satuminus,  142  ;  those  of 
Vitellius  go  over  to  Vespasian,  176; 
their  insolence  and  baseness,  190;  a 
cruel  instance  of  their  outrage  to 
Gallus,  215 ;  they  murder  Hordeonius 
Flaccus,  222  ;  and  are  disappointed  of 
murdering  Vocula,  by  his  escape,  222 ; 
put  themselves  again  iinder  the  com- 
mand of  Vocula,  223 ;  and  again  they 
take  the  oath  to  Vespasian,  223  ;  new 

[  sedition,  230;  quieted  by  Mudanus, 
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-  230;  their  biavery  and  fortitude  in  the 
Old  Camp.  241  ;  their  destruction, 
241 ;  agitation  at  Novesium,  243 ;  as 
they  are  led  by  Claudius  Sanctus,  a 
squadron  of  horse  go  off  ftom  him, 
and  meeting  Longinus  theyvbutcher 
him,  243. 

Solon,  the  Athenian  likwgiyer,  i.  123. 

Soothsaying,  edict  of  the  senate  respect- 
ing, i.  256. 

Sophene,  region  of,  bestowed  on  Sohemus 
by  Nero,  i.  317. 

Soranns,  Bareas,  consul  elect,  his  flattery 
to  Pallas,  i.  303;  is  destined  to  de- 
struction by  Nero,  455 ;  his  excellent 
government  in  Asia,  and  benevolent 
behaviour  there,  matter  of  Jealousy 
and  hate  to  Nero,  457 ;  is  accused, 
461 ;  imputations  against  him,  461 ; 
tenderness  and  generosity  of  his 
daughter  ServQia,  461;  his  concern 
for  her,  462 ;  is  permitted  to  choose 
his  own  death,  463. 

Sosianus,  Antistius.    See  Antistius. 

So^ibius,  tutor  to  Britannicus,  his  trear* 
cherous  counsel  to  Claudius,  1.  247; 
rewarded,  249. 

Spaniards  allowed  to  build  a  temple  to 
Augustus,  i.  54;  they  are  desirous  to 
build  one  to  Tiberius  and  his  mother, 
178;  not  allowed.  179. 

Spartacus  never  admitted  to  treat  with 
the  Romans,  i.  161. 

Speech,  freedom  of,  how  insecure  under 
Tiberius,  i.  107. 

Speech  of  Tiberius,  on  the  trial  of  Piso, 
i.  113;  refusing  divine  honours,  179; 
of  Germanicus,  to  his  soldiers,  30; 
on  his  death-bed,  98;  of  Seneca  to 
Nero,  387  ;  Nero's  reply,  388 ;  of  Galba 

•  to  Piso,  upon  his  adopting  the  latter, 
ii.  12;  of  Piso  to  the  cohort  upon 
duty,  upon  the  first  revolt  of  the  army, 
22  ;  of  Fabius  Valens  to  Vitellius, 
39;  of  Otho  to  the  soldiers,  27,  60; 
and  a  remarkable  one  before  his  death, 
^;  of  Mucianus  to  Vespasian,  116; 
and  to  the  people  of  Antioch,  120; 
of  Antonius  to  his  army,  148;  and  to 
his  soldiers  at  Carsuls,  175;  of  the 
leading  men  of  Rome  to  Sabinus,  177 ; 
of  the  followers  of  Vitellius  to  him, 

.   178  ;  of  Helvidius  Prisons  in  the  se- 

.  nate,  199;  of  Eprius  Marcellus  there, 
200;  of  Civilis  to  the  BaUvians,  215; 

.  a  glorious  one^of  Curtius  Montanus 
in  the  senate,  227;  of  Vocula  to  Clas- 
sieus  and  Tutor,  238 ;  of  Vocula  to 
the  soldiers,  239;  of  the  ambassador 

.  of  the  Tencterians  to  the  Agrippiniaa 
colony,  244;    their  answer,   245;    of 

•  Civilis  to  the  Tungrians,  246;  of  the 
soldiers  of  Cerealis,  251 ;  of  Cerealis  to 
his  army,  278;  of  Civilis  fo  Cerealis, 
when   the  formef  submitted  to  the 

,    Romans,  280;   of   Calgacus   to  his 


army,  872 ;  of  Agricola  to  his  army  at 
the  same  time,  374. 

Spurinna,  Vestricius,  appointed  com- 
mander by  Otho,  ii.  76 ;  commands  in 
Placentia,  80;  he  defends  the  place 
against  Csecina,  82 ;  sends  word  of 
thfr  siege  being  raised  to  Annius  Cal- 
lus, 84;  leaves  Placentia  and  Joins  the 
army,  92. 

Statius,  Domitius,  the  tribune,  feared 
by  Nero,  and  bereft  of  his  command, 
i.  441. 

Statues,  those  of  the  emperors,  become 
the  sanctuaries  of  profligates,  i.  ISO. 

Stella.  Arruntius,  receives  the  submission 
of  Sigimer,  L  49 ;  appointed  to  direct 
public  shows,  327. 

Stertinius  routs  the  Bructeri,  i.  42  ; 
takes  vengeance  on  the  Angrivari,  60; 
with  ^milius  relieves  the  Batavians, 
beset  with  a  host  of  Germans,  6 1 . 

Strabo,  Acilius,  compl^ts  of  the  Cyre- 
naeans  against,  i.  365. 

Strabo,  Seius,  captain  of  the  praetorian 
guards,  i.  7. 

Stratoniceans,  their  claim  to  a  sanctuary, 
whence,  I.  H5 ;  what  deity  they  wor- 
shipped, 145. 

Suardooes,  ii.  332. 

Suetonius,  Caius,  consul,  i.  451. 
.  Suetonius ,  PauUinus,  ageneral  of  renown, 
governor  of  Britain,  i.  372 ;  ii.  360 
gains  a  great  victory  in  Mona,  i.  373 
his  vigour  and  strength  of  men,  374 , 
he  embattles  his  army,  375 ;  harangues 
them,  376;  gains  a  mighty  victory, 
377;    his  army  recruited,    378;   his 
devastations  throughout  Britain,  379; 
is  maligned  and  misrepresented  by  Ju- 
lius Classicianus,  the  procurator,  278 ; 
ordered  to  resign  his  command,  378. 

Suevia,  the  riches  of  that  kingdom,  i. 
288. 

Suevians,  at  war  with  the  Cheruscans, 
their  country  and  customs,  i.  83. 

Suillus,  Caesonius,  an  abandoned  ac- 
cuser, i.  271;  he  takes  an  immense 
reward,  yet  betrays  the  cause,  249 ; 
defends  pleading  for  hire,  250;  is 
arraigned,  341 ;  his  mischievous  spi- 
rit and  stubbornness,  341 ;  inveighs 
against  Seneca,  341  ;  the  manycharges 
against  him,  and  his  impotent  de- 
fence, 342;  is  convicted  and  banished, 
342. 

Soilius,  Marcus,  consul,  i.  285. 

Suilius,  Fublius.  sells  Judgment  for 
money,  is  convicted  and  banished,  J. 
174 ;  proves  afterwards  a  mischievous 
minister  under  Claudius,  248. 

Suiones,  their  situation  and  power,  ii. 
337;  their  ships,  and  manner  of  work- 
ing them,  337;  their  government. 
837. 

Sulpitius,  Caius,  consul,  i.  138. 

Sulpitius,    Camerinusi    proconsiU     tp 
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AfHcs,  aeemed  of  maUMliittiibtimtiao, 
and  acquitted,  i.  348. 

SnmptuEiy  law,  dUeussion  on,  in  th«: 
senate,  i.  74 ;  remarks  on,  139. 

Superstition,  its  force  upon  ignorabt 
minds,  i.  23. 

S3rgambrian8,  the,  subjected  by  Tiberius, 
i.  70;  serve  against  the  Thxacians, 
187. 

Sylla,  the  d'ctator,  his  domination  not. 
long.  i.  2 ;  his  regulations,  124. 

Sylla,  Cornelius,  fur  his  vices  degraded 
from  the  senate,  i.  85 ;  mentioned  in 
a  plot,  327 ;  his  splendid  descent  and 
alliance,  327 ;  falsely  accused  and  ba- 
nished to  Marseilles,  345;  suddenly 
murdered  at  Marseilles  by  order  from 
Nero,  390:  his  head  presented  to  the 
emperor,  391 ;  degraded  from  the  dig- 
nity of  a  senator  after  his  death, 
391. 

Sylla,  Faustus,  consul,  1.  302. 

Sylla,  Lucius,  his  contests  with  Domi- 
titts  Corbulo,  i.  127;  he  becomes  con- 
sul, 221. 

Syracusans,  a  decree  in  their  favour, 
i.  34ti. 

Syria,  that  province  prays  an  abatement 
of  taxes,  81 ;  the  legions  there,  how 
much  debauched,  335.    . 


TACjrjLRXirAs  raises  war  in  Africa,  L  87  ; 
his  progress  and  strragth,  87 ;  the  re- 
volt suppressed,  88 ;  renews  the  war 
119 ;  his  arrogant  «mbassy  to  Tiberius 
151 ;  is  distressed,  pursued,  and  forced 
to  retire,  152 ;  his  strength  and  stratar 
gems,  169;  his  forces  surprised  and 
defeated,  171;  he  dies  bmvely,  171. 

Tacitus,  his  design  in  writing  tfassfl 
Annals,  what,  i.  2  ;  declares  his  impar- 
tiality, 2 ;  laments  the  subject  of  hia 
history  as  melancholy  and  confined, 

;■  175;  is  one  of  the  quindecemviial 
priesthood  under  Domitian,  254 ;  and 
prsetor,  254;  laments  so  many  tragical 
desUis    under   Nero,    and   the    pas- 

■  aiveness  of  the  Romans,  452 ;  his  ad- 
vancement by  Vespasian,  by  Titus,  and 
by  Domitian,  and  his  design  to  write 
of  Nerva  and  Trajan,  ii.  2 ;  his  digres- 

'..  tixma  on  the  state  of  affiiirs,  2,  93 ;  and 
on  the  burning  of  the  capitol,  184; 
during  the  counsulahip  of  Agricola,  he 

■  is  contracted  to  liis  daughter,  353 ;  hia 
account  of  Britian,  353 ;  his  reflections 

;   on  the  prudence  and  moderation  of 

Agricola,   383;    his    relation  of  the 

death  of  Agricola,  383. 
JTanCana,  a  celebrated  temple  of  the 

Germans,  razed,  i.  36. 
Tarquitius    Priscus    accuses    Statilius 

Taurus,  and   is  expelled   from   the 
;e,  i.  307. 


Tauriana,  a  bofbanras  people,  slay  ttnae 
of  the  Romans,  i.  282. 

Taurus,  Siaenna  Statilius,  consul,  i.  56. 

Taurus,  Statilius,  onee  governor  of 
Rome,  i.  220;  his  accusaUcm  and 
voluntary  death,  306. 

Tax,  that  of  the  hundredth  penny  eon- 
firmed,  i.  54. 

TsKe8,regnlation8  about  gathering  thsm, 
i.  347;  the  true  measure  of  piuMic 
taxes,  347. 

Tax-gatherers,  complaints  against  them, 
i.  347  ;  their  power  restrained,  347. 

Telesinus,  Lucius,  consul,  i.  451. 

Temple,  that  of  Venus  at  Paphos,  its 
tradition  and  customs,  ii.  69 ;  that  of 
Jeruaatem  described,  272. 

Tencterians,  embassy  of  the,  ii.  244; 
their  territories,  manners,  customs, 
described,  322. 

Tenos,  isle  of,  its  claim  to  a  light  of 
aaaetuary,  i.  146. ' 

Terentius,  Marcus,  a  Roman  knight, 
accused  for  his  friendship  with  Seja^ 
nus,  i.  217;  his  bold  defence,  217;  is 

:  acquitted,  and  hia  aeouaers  banialied, 
218. 

Tertittfl  JuUaims.  See  Julianas  Tertins. 

Xteutoburgium,  the  forest  of,  contained 

.  the  bones  of  Varus  and  Uie  legions 
there  slain,  i.  42;  the  monuments 
there  described,  as  also  the  slaufpfater, 
42 ;  the  bones  buried  by  the  anny.  43. 

Thames,  phantoms  seen  in  its  nuurshes, 
i.  373. 

Theatre  at  Rome,  disaensiona  and  Wood* 
ahed  there,  i.  53 ;  the  usual  g^uvd  re- 
moved flrom  thence,  328 ;  and  recalled, 
329. 

Theatres,  formerly  erected  occasionallT, 
366;  Pompey  founded  the  first  per- 
manent one,  366. 

Thebes,  in  Egypt,  its  mighty  opulence 
of  old,  i.  93;  obelisks  and  anctoit 
characters  there,  93. 

Theophanes  of  Mitylene,  i.  223. 

Thermus,  Numicius,  onee  praetor,  his 
innocence  and  bloody  doom,  i.  455. 

Thraee,  Roman  interference  in,  i.  95, 97 ; 
commotions  in,  181 . 

Tbracians,  uneasy  under  the  Roman 
government,  and  revolt,  i.  131  ;  are 
routed,  131;  their  fresh  insurrection, 
186 ;  their  defiance  and  warlike  songs, 
187;  their  misery  and  diatross,  188: 
their  despair  and  fkirious  onset,  189; 
their  defeat,  189. 

Thrasea,  Pastus,  opposes  a  decree  of 
the  senate,  i.  346;  invectiTes  of  his 
enemies  against  him,  346 ;  his  apolof? 
for  his  conduct,  347 ;  he  provokes  tlM 
vengeance  of  Nero,  361 ;  his  speech 
about  punishing  Antistius  the  prastot, 
383;  his  great  influence  in  the  senate, 
384;  his  fimmess^and  credit,  384;  his 

1  spQechttponthetdalffCIiinac^naor 
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Crete,  408 ;  is  wonied  of  Nero's  ven- 
geance, 410 ;  his  undaunted  spirit, 
410 ;  is  destined  to  destruction  by 
Nero,  455 ;  forbid  even  to  attend 
Xiridates'  entry  into  Rome,  457;  offers 
to  vindicate  himself,  457 ;  hia  great 
^lirit  and  free  speech  hateftil  to  Nero, 
458 ;  reasonings  of  his  friends  for  and 
against  his  repairing  to  the  senate, 
and  attempting  a  defence,  458 ;  his 
advice  to  Anilenus  Rustieus,  469; 
the  senate  beset  with  armed  men  upon 
his  trial,  459 ;  dismay  of  the  senators, 
461 ;  his  composed  and  noble  behi^ 
viour,  when  apprised  of  hia  doom, 
463 ;  his  conversation  with  the  philo- 
sopher Demetrius,  his  concern  for  his 
firiends,  and  advice  to  Arria  his  wife, 
463;  his  veins  opened,  his  magna- 
nimity and  noble  discourse,  464. 

ThrasuUus,  the  astrologer,  i.  224 ;  a  sig- 
nal proof  of  his  skill,  224 ;  he  is  dear  ■ 
to  Tiberius,  225 ;  his  son  foretold  the 
empire  to  Nero,  226. 

Throsobor  heads  the  rebellions  peasants 
in  Cilicia,  i.  304 ;  is  put  to  death,  305. 

Thumelicus,  a  son  of  Arminius,  i.  41. 

Tiberius,  the  Emperor,  his  history  why 
falsified,  i.  ^ ;  his  favour  and  great 
command,  4;  his  dissimulation  upon 
the  murder  of  young  Agrippa,  6 ;  he 
would  seem  to  decline  the  sovereignty, 
yet  acts  as  sovereign,  7;  oSects  to 
derive  all  his  authority,  ftom  the  com- 
monwealth, 7 ;  his  fear  of  Germanicus, 
7 ;  his  resolution,  and  its  causes,  8 ; 
his  speech  against  assuming  the  so- 
vereignty, 11;  he  is  naturally  obscure 
and  distrustful,  11 ;  is  blamed  at 
Rome  for  not  going  in  person  to  quell 
the  insurrection  of  the  annies  in 
Germany,  33^  determines  not  to  leave 
Rome,  S3;  yet  feigns  to  go,  34;  he 
repines  at  the  glory  of  Germanicus, 
though  glad  of  his  success,  37 ;  extols 
him  in  the  senate  in  a  style  very 
pompous  and  insincere,  37 ;  his  tem- 
per and  politics  different  firom  those 
of  Augustus,  38;  displeased  at  the 
proceedings  of  Germanicus,  43;  affects 
self-denial,  but  gains  no  public  esteem, 
50 ;  is  exasperated  by  satirical  verses, 
50 ;  his  letter  to  the  senate,  51  ;  is 
assiduous  in  the  tribunals  of  justice, 
52;  private  justice  promoted  under 
him,  but  public  liberty  overthrown, 
52;  what  virtue  he  long  retained,  53 ; 
his  austereness,  53 ;  he  suppresses  all 
inquiries,  human  as  well  as  divine,  53 ;' 
his  absence  from  popular  entertain- 
ments,, to  what  ascribed,  53;  his  policy 
in  prolonging  provincial  governments,. 
55 ;  not  fond  of  eminent  virtue,  yet' 
hated  vice,  55  ;  why  pleased  with  the 
commotions  in  the  East,  58;  is  pro- 
.  claimed  Impeistor  by  the  aimy«  6$ ; 


urges  Geiraaaieus'to  return  to  Rome» 
71;  he  discourages  the  restraint  of 
luxury,  75 ;  his  prudence  and  mode- 
ration, 76 ;  he  helps  some  necessitous 
senators,  77 ;  opposes  the  application 
of  Hortalus  to  the  senate  for  relief,  78 ; 
is  suspected  of  evil  purposes  toward 
Germanicus,  81 ;  studies  to  remove 
him  far  from  Rome,  and  finds  a  pre- 
tence, 81  ;  proposes  to  the  senate  to 
send  him  into  the  East,  82 ;  en- 
courages Jio  wills  in  his  own  favour, 
but  often  rejects  inheritances,  85; 
finishes  and  consecrates  certain  tem- 
ples, 86 ;  is  consul  for  the  third  time, 
88 ;  his  pacific  policy,  95 ;  his  art  and 
dissimulation,  96 ;  he  turns  all  things 
to  his  own  glory.  105  ;  lessens  the 
price  of  grain,  106 ;  refuses  flattering 
titles,  106 ;  appears  not  at  the  funeral 
of  Germardcus,  109;  checks  the  people 
by  an  edict,  for  their  excessive  grief 
for  Germanicus,  110;  hi«  artful  speech 
to  the  senate  about  the  trial  of  Cncius 
Piso,  1 13 ;  is  proof  against  the  tempta- 
tion of  money,  118;  his  strange  sub- 
tilty  and  variations,  120 ;  his  fourth 
consulship,  126;  hia  dark  spirit  and 
distrusts,  131;  his  firmness  against 
popular  reproaches,  134 ;  his  reasons 
to  the  senate  for  not  repairing  to  the 
war,  136 ;  his  affected  moderation,  hia 
policy  and  rigour,  138;  his  letter  to 
the  senate  about  the  cure  of  luxuiy» 
139 ;  desires  the  senate  to  confer  upon 
his  son  Drusus  the  tribunitial  power, 
142 ;  his  modest  character  of  Drusus^ 
142 ;  restrains  the  honours  decreed  to 
Drusus,  144;  censures  extravagant 
flattery,  144;  his  exclamation  against 
the  servile  spirit  of  the  senate,  147 ; 
his  rigour  in  the  trial  of  Caius  Sila^ 
nus,  148 ;  yet  moderates  his  punish- 
ment, 149 ;  much  affected  .with  the 
arrogance  of  Tacfarinas,  151 ;  instructs 
Blsesus  how  to  seduce  his  followers,. 
152  ;  grows  more  tyrannical,  154  ; 
reckons  the  death  of  Germanicus  a 
blessing,  154 ;  blind  to  the  designs  of 
Sejanus,  155 ;  his  reign  moderate  till 
the  death  of  Drusus,  159;  shows  no 
c<meem  for  the  death  of  his  son,  159 ; 
his  speech  to  tlie  senate,  159;  recom- 
mends to  them  the  sons  of  Germani- 
cus, 160 ;  his  admonition  to  the  latter, 
.  160;  his  hollow  proposal  to  restore 
the  commonwealth,  160;  his  speech 
about  creating  a  priest  of  Jupiter,  165 ; 
encourages  seal  for  things  divine,  166  ;' 
cloaks  his  acts  of  tyranny  under 
venerable  names,  167  ;  growa  rapa- 
cious, 167;  his  vengeful  and  unfor- 
giving spirit,  168;  how  long  he  re- 
tained his  wrath,  173;  he  miUgatea 
a  severe  motion,  173;  is  a  shameletaa 
advocate  for  the  accusers,  174;   tn 
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instance  of  his  mercy  applauded  by 
the  public,  174;  bis  discernment,  yet 
a  tyrant,  174;  though  usually  wary 
And  slow  of  speech,  yet  in  pleading  be 
spoke  readily,  174;  his  wise  reasoning 
against  admitting  divine  honours, 
179  ;  variously  construed,  180 ;  his 
artftil  answer  to  Sejanus,  181;  he 
praises  and  disappoints  him,  182; 
what  determined  him  to  shun  all 
assemblies  of  the  Fathers,  188;  grows 
more  cruel,  because  charged  with 
cruelty,  183;  makes  no  answer  to  the 
suit  of  Agrippina,  and  why,  191 ; 
retires  from  Rome,  193 ;  his  pretence 
for  this,  193 ;  the  trpe  causes  of  his 
Tetirement,  194;  his  life  threatened 
by  an  accident,  195;  his  bounty  to 
such  as  had  suffbred  by  fire,  198 ;  his 
statue  unhurt  by  the  flames,  198; 
shuts  himself  up  in  the  isle  of  Ca- 
pres,  199 ;  in  what  fear  he  pretends 

;  to  live,  202 ;  he  protects  the  ministers 
of  his  cruelties  Arom  others,  but  some- 
times crushes  them  himself,  202 ;  is 
solicitous  to  hide  his  purposes,  203; 
his  neglect  of  his  mother  in  her  sick- 
ness, 206 ;  abridges  the  honours  de- 
creed to  her,  207 ;  grows  a  complete 
tyrant,  207;  is  animated  by  Sejanus, 
208;  his  prodigious  pollution  and 
lewdness,  212;  his  agonies,  and  the 
horrors  that  haunted  him,  215;  the 
sadness  of  the  times  under  him,  216 ; 
avoids  returning  to  Rome,  221;  he 
commands  horrid  massacre,  224 ;  his 
extreme  tyranny,  284;  his  presage 
concerning  Galba,  224 ;  is  addicted  to 
astrology,  224;  avows  his  cruelty  to 
his  grandson,  226;  knows  how  much 
lie  is  hated,  232 ;  is  insatiable  of  blood, 
237 ;  approaches  Rome,  as  it  were  to 
behold  the  many  tragical  executions 
there,  238;  his  bounty,  242;  he  is 
sparing  in  buildings,  private  and 
public,  242;  various  new  honours 
decreed  to  him,  242;  in  settling  the 
succession  he  is  regardless  of  the 
public  weal,  248;  he  wavers  about  it, 
243;  foretels  the  cruelty  and  bloody 
reign  of  Caligula,  243 ;  is  taken  ill, 
but  conceals  his  condition,  and  con- 
tinues his  voluptuousness,  243 ;  ridi- 
cules physicians,  243 ;  is  near  his  end, 
yet  feigns  perfect  health,  243 ;  is 
seized  with  a  deep  swoon,  but  re- 
covers, 24U ;  is  smothered  by  Macro, 
246 ;  his  character,  247. 

Tigellinus,  Sofonius,  captain  of  the 
guards  to  Nero,  polluted  with  every 
abomination,  i.  385;  his  great  sway 
with  the  emperor,  whence,  386;  his 
power  grows  more  mighty,  SS9;  he 
inflames  the  emperor's  cruelty,  and 
incites  him  to  the  murder  of  Syllaand 
Plautus,  8S9;  urges  Octavia's  maids 


to  accuse  their  lady  of  adultery,  £9J; 
his  prodigious  entertainment  made  for 
Nero  on  the  lake  of  Agrippa,  417 ;  the 
monstrous  scenes  of  lewdness  seen  at 
it,  417 ;  by  forged  crimes  he  labours 
the  destruction  of 'Fenius  Ruflis,  426 ; 
is  minister  of  blood  to  Nero.  435;  is 
distinguished  with  the  omaments  of 
triumph,  441 ;  suborns  one  of  the 
slaves  of  Caius  Petronius  to  accuse 
his  master,  454;  a  summary  of  hi« 
life  and  wicked  character,  iL  62 ;  be 
is  doomed  to  die,  and  kilts  himself,  52. 

Tigranes,  king  of  Armenia,  reigns  not 
long,  i.  58;  is  put  to  death  under 
Tiberius,  239. 

Tigranes,  the  Cappadocian,  created  kin; 
of  Armenia  by  Nero,  i.  370 ;  his  nobi- 
lity, education,  and  servile  spirit,  370; 
he  overruns  the  Adiabenians,  396. 

Tigranocerta,  surrendered  to  Corbulo, 
and  spared  by  him,  i.  369 ;  its  citadel 
forced  to  yield,  370  ;  possessed  by  Ti- 
granes, 370;  its  situation  and  strength, 
370;  well  garrisoned  and  victualled, 
370. 

Tigris,  the  river,  i.  237,  279. 

Timarchhs,  Claudius,  of  Crete,  his  accu- 
sation and  trial,  i.  407. 

Tiridates  destined  by  Tiberius  to  the 
crown  of  Parthia,  i.  233  ;  his  progress 
and  strength,  236;  he  passes  the 
Euphrates,  and  takes  possession  of 
several  cities,  239;  the  hopes  con- 
ceived of  him  by  the  Parthians,  239 ; 
his  ill  conduct  and  miscarriage,  S40; 
he  is  deserted,  and  retires  into  Syria, 
241. 

Tiridates,  brother  to  king  Vologeses, 
gains  the  kingdom  of  Armenia,  i. 
301 ;  speedily  loses  it,  301 ;  his  ef- 
forts to  gain  Armenia  ^rove  abortive, 
337;  he  expostulates  with  Corbulo, 
337;  his  fraudulent  dealings  and  re- 
treat, 337 ;  his  perplexity  and  distress, 
339 ;  hid  impotent  assaults,  339 ; 
marches  away,  339;  is  bereft  of  all 
hopes  of  Armenia,  370 ;  his  advice  to 
Vologeses,  396;  is  crowned  by  his 
brother  Vologeses,  397;  meets  Csr« 
bulo,  413 ;  lays  his  diadem  at  the  feet 
of  the  statue  of  Nero,  413;  undertakes 
to  sue  for  the  same  to  the  emperor  in 
person,  413;  gives  his  daughter  as  an 
hostage,  and  writes  a  suppliant  letter 
to  Nero,  414;  arrives  in  Rome  to  re- 
ceive from  Nero  the  crown  of  Arme- 
nia, 457. 

Titianus,  SaMus,  brother  to  Otho,  ii. 
67;  has  the  whole  coaunand  com- 
mitted to  him,  85;  advises  to  engage 
Caecina  and  Valens,  91. 

Titus,  son  of  Vespasian,  promoted  the  au- 
thor, ii.  1.;  is  sent  by  his  father  to  con- 
gratulate Galba,  hears  of  his  murder, 
and  Bt^pi  in  Greece,  68 ;  viaita  the  tea- 
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pie  of  Venus,  at  Paphos,  69 ;  consults 
the  oxade  there,  has  an  auspicious  an- 
swer, and  returns  to  his  father,  70 ;  is 
decreed  colleague  to  his  father  in  the 
consulship,  197 ;  is  left  by  his  father 
to  command  the  army,  and  to  prose- 
cute the  war  tigainst  the  Jews,  2S4; 
his  speech  to  his  father  at  parting,  234 ; 
his  winning  behaviour  to  his  soldiers, 
264;  his  army  described,  264;  encamps 
near  Jerusalem,  264;  besieges  the  city, 
274. 
Xorquata,  a  vestali  her  sanctity  and  inr 

terest,  L  149. 
Trade,  duties  upon,  regulated,  L  347. 
Treason,  how  common  a  charge,  i.  131 ; 
the  bulwark  of  all  accusations,  131; 
what  minute  and  harmless  things  pass 
for  it  under  Nero,  such  at  looks, 
smiles,  and  accidents,  432.  , 

Trebellienus,  Rufus,  made  administra- 
tor of  Thraotf  during  a  minority  there, 
i.97. 
Trebellius,  lieutenant  to  Vitellius  in 
Syria,  overcomes  the  rebellious  Cli- 
taeans,  i.  239. 
Trebelllus   Maximua.     See    Maximus 

Trebellius. 
Treveri,  insurrection  of  the,  i.  133. 
Triaria,  wife  to  Lucius  Vitellias,  her 
wicked  character,  ii.  109 ;  an  instance 
.  of  her  barbarity,  1«6. 
Tribunes,  milita]^,  with  consular  autho* 

rity,  lasted  not  long,  i.  2. 
Tribunes  of  the  people,  their  Jurisdic- 
tion restrained,  i.  331. 
Tribunitial  power,   a    title  devised  by 

Augustue,  and  why.  i.  142. 
Trio,  Fulcinius,  an  informer,  i.  72 ;  he 
accuses    Libo   Drusus,    72;    arraigns 
Gneius  Piso,  112;  advice  of  Tiberius, 
119;  is.eonsul,  211;  his  quarrel  with 
ReguluB,  212;  he  leaves  a  willful! of 
invectives  a^rainst  Tiberius  and   his 
ministers,  237. 
Triumphal  aich  raised  near  the  temple 
of  Saturn  for  the  victories  of  Germa- 
nicus,  1.  80. 
Trozobor,  a  chief  of  the  CUtaeans,  i.  304, 

305. 
Tubexo,   Seius,   commands   the    hone 

under  Germanicus,  i.  66. 
Tuguiinua,  Julius,  a  Roman  knight,  one 
of  the  conspirators  against  Nero,  i. 
426, 
Tunmii,  insurrection  of  the,  i.  133. 
Turpilianus,  Petronius,  consul,  i.  872; 
is  governor  cf  Britain,  378 ;  his  lifeless 
administration,  378;  is  distinguished 
with  the  ornaments  of  trium^,  441 ; 
put  to  dearh,  ii.  5. 
TuTnains,  Calus,  the  intendant,  i.  7. 
Tutor,  Julius,  the  Treverian,  his  cha- 
racter, ii.  287 ;  commands  the  Tieve- 
rians,  and  shares  the  direction  of  the 
war  with  Classicus,  241 ;  ueglecta  to 
TAC. — VOL.  II. 


fortify  the  bank  of  the  Rhine,  249 ;  is 
routed  by  Cerealis,  250;  advises  to 
attack  Cerealis  instantly,  255 ;  is  de- 
feated, 257. 
Tyrants,  how  miserable  and  inseciuw, 
.  L  215 ;  how  readily  forsaken  by  their 

servile  adherents,  236. 
Tyrrhenians,  whence  their  name,  i.  192. 


Ubxans,  calamity  to  the,  i.  352. 

Urgulania,  a  ftiend  of  the  empress  Livia, 
i.  75  ;  a  suit  {^^ainst  her  prosecuted  by 
Piso,  75 ;  deference  shown  to  her,  76 ; 
advises  suicide  to  P^iutitts,  her  grand- 
son, 169. 

Usipiit  memorable  adventure  of  a  cohort 
of  them,  ii.  370.    See  Tencteriaas. 

Uspes,  city  of;  besieged,  stormed,  and 
its  inhabitants  put  to  the  sword,  i. 
281. 

Usurers  attacked  by  the  accusers, 
i.  223. 

Usury,  the  lawe  against,  i  223 ;  iu  ex- 
cesses and  evil  consequences,  with 
the  CKpedients  to  remove  them,  223. 


Valeks,  Fabius,  commander  of  a  le- 
gion, his  speech  to  Vitellius,  ii.  39; 
revolts  with  the  first  legion,  and  slt- 
lutes  him  emperor,  42;  is  suspected 
of  taking  a  great  sum  for  saving 
Vienne  flrom  being  sacked,  4$;  hia 
prodigality  and  venality,  48;  sends 
letters  to  the  praetorian  bands,  and 
city  cohorts,  54;  sends  forces  under 
Julius  Classicus  to  defend  the  coast  of 
Narbon  Gaul  against  Otho*s  fleet,  78; 
a  battle  ensues,  when  the  victoiy  in- 
clines most  to  Otho's  side,  79;  quells 
a  mutiny  and  insurrecti<»i,  87 ;  Joins 
Caecina,  80;  derides  him,  yet  to  pro- 
mote the  same  cause  concurs  with 
him,  89;  is  infamous  for  pillage  and 
feats  of  rapine,  105 ;  resides  at  Bono- 
nia,  and  there  exhibits  a  combat  of 
gladiators,  115;  advances  at  the  head 
of  a  huge  host  against  Antonius  Pri- 
mus, 161 ;  his  scandalous  behaviour, 
161 ;  embarks,  and  is  well  received  b^ 
Marius  Maturius,  162 ;  is  taken  pri- 
soner, 163;  he  is  slain  in  prison,  at 
Urbinum.  176;  his  character,  176. 

Valens,  Manlius,  commander  of  the 
Italic  legion,  ill  used  by  Fabiua  Valens, 
ii.46. 

Valentinus,  TuUius,  an  ambassador  of 
the  Tveverians,  and  promoter  of  the 
war,  iL  248;  his  harangue  at  Rheims, 
248;   is  op|M>(sed  by  Julius  Auspex, 

,  248 ;  his  character,  249 ;  Joins  Tutor, 
and  they  put  (o  death  Herennlus  and 
Numisitts.  commandfrs  of  legions, 
250 ;  their  reasons  for  it,  250 ;  is  van- 
quished at  Rigodulum,  and  taken  b/ 
KE 
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Cerealis,  251 ;  hit  wonderful  fortitude 
and  intrepidity  at  his  death,  263. 

Valerius  Asiaticus.    See  Asiaticus. 

Valerius,  Marcus,  consul,  i.  109. 

Valerius,  Faulinus.    See  Paulinus. 

Vangio  and  Sido,  joint  kings  of  Suevia, 
at  first  beloved  by  their  subjects,  after- 
wards hated,  i.  2S8. 

Vannius,  king,  a  Quadian,  i.  95 ;  made 
king  of  the  Suevians,  i.  287 ;  popular 
in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  287; 
he  grows  insolent  with  power,  and 
provokes  a  conspiracy,  288;  fights 
bravely,  but  is  overthrown  and  flies, 
288 ;  is  allowed  a  settlement  by  Clau- 
dius, 288. 

Vardanes,  the  son  of  Vologeses,  seeks 
to  dethrone  his  father,  i.  317. 

Varilia,  Apuleia,  charged  with  opprobri- 
ous words  against  Augustus,  Tiberius, 
and  his  mother,  and  with  adultery, 
i.  86;  is  banished  from  Rome,  86. 

Varini,  ii.  332. 

Varro,    Cingonius,    hts   severe   motion 

rlnst  freedmen,  i.  382 ;  consul  elect, 
n  by  Galba,  as  an  accomplice  in  the 
conspiracy  of  Nymphidius,  iii.  6. 

Varro,  Vibidius,  for  his  vices  degraded 
firom  the  Henate,  i.  85. 

Varro,  Visellius,  governor  of  Lower  Ger- 
many, L  133;  he  sends  forces  against 
Sacrovir,  is  consul,  the  tool  of  Seja- 
nuis,  167. 

Varus,  Alphenus,  routs  a  body  of  gla- 
diators, and  attacks  the  forces  of  Otho 
in  flank,  ii.  97 ;  is  appointed  com- 
mander by  Vitellius,  171;  abandons 
the  army,  176. 

Varus,  Arritts,  his  character,  ii.  138; 
accompanies  Antonius  Primus,  138; 
is  appointed  at  Rome  commander  of 
the  praetorian  guards,  195;  and  prae- 
tor, 198;  is  displaced  by  Mucianus, 
and  set  over  the  public  grain,  247. 

Varus,  Quintilius,  the  emperor's  kins- 
man, accused,  i.  198;  his  trial  post- 
poned by  the  senate,  199. 

Varus,  Quintilius,  i.  4 ;  scene  of  the  de> 
feat  of,  43;  Germanicus  buries  th6 
dead,  43.         * 

Vasaces,  leeneral  of  horse  to  Vologeses, 
his  conference  and  stipulations  vrith 
Caesennius  Paetus,  i.  404. 

Vatinius,  a  favourite  of  Nero,  an  upstart 
bufifbon,  and  wicked  instrument,  i. 
415 ;  presents  Nero  with  a  combat  of 
gladiators  at  Beneventum,  415» 

Veiento,  Fabricius,  his  invectives  against 
the  senate,  i.  384;  is  convicted  of 
selling  the  emperor's  favours,  and 
banished,  384. 

Veledit,  a  German  virgin  and  prophetess, 
ii.  242;  is  treated  as  adeiiy,  245. 

Velleius,  Publius,  routs  tiie  Thracians, 
i.  132. 

Venedi,  ii.  340. 


Venusi'us,  a  British  general,  i.  295. 

Verania.  wife  to  Lucinianus  Piso,  bones 
him,  ii.  34 

Veranius,  Quintus,  governor  of  Cappa- 
docia,  lessens  the  public  taxes,  i.  90  ; 
prepares  a  charge  against  Piso  and 
Plancina,  1.  100;  accuses  Piso  for  the 
death  of  Germanicus,  112;  is  pre- 
ferred to  pontifical  honours,  119:  go- 
vernor of  Britain,  ii.  360;  hia  death 
and  great  reputation,  i.  372 ;  the  servile 
strain  of  his  last  will,  372. 

Verginius,  slow  in  declaring  for  GaRia, 
ii.  7 ;  is  applied  to  by  the  soldiery  to 
accept  of  the  sovereignty,  103;  refuses 
it,  103;  is  with  much  difficulty  saved 
from  the  fury  of  the  soldiers  by  Vitel- 
lius, 112. 

Verginius,  the  rhetorician,  baniahed  for 

,  his  great  fame  by  Nero,  i.  441. 

Verona,  city  of.  possessed  by  Antonius 
Primus,  ii.  139. 

Verritus  and  Malorix,  heads  of  th^  Fri- 
sians, go  with  a  petition  to  Rome,  L 
349;  their  behaviour  in  the  theatre 
theie,  349;  are  created  Roman  citizens, 
but  their  petition  rejected,  349. 

Verulamium,  the  slaughter  there,  L  375. 

Vescularius,  Flaccus,  a  Roman  kn^t, 
his  part  in  the  ruin  of  Libo  Drusus,  i. 
71;  is  by  Tiberius  doomed  to  die,  218. 

Vespasian,  his  frugality,  its  effect,  i.  141 ; 
his  life  in  danger  for  having  nodded 
whilst  Nero  acted,  446;  serves  in  Bri- 
tain, ii.  359;  commands  the  army 
against  the  Jews,  8 ;  his  great  character 
as  a  general,  70;  agrees  with  Mucianus 
by  means  of  Titus,  73 ;  deliberates  on 
the  business  of  war  and  arms,  115;  is 
encouraged  by  the  speech  of  Mucianus, 
and  the  propitious  answers  of  oracles, 
and  determines  to  strive  for  the  empire, 
119;  is  acknowledged  emperor,  and  has 
allegiance  first  sworn  to  him  at  Alex- 
andria, 119;  all  the  forces  in  the  East, 
with  the  provinces,  swear  allegiance  to 
him,  121 ;  establishes  a  couneO,  121 ; 
and  promotes  many  deserving  men, 
121 ;  Invites  all  to  join  him  who  were 
discharged  by  Vitellius,  122;  several 
legions  revolt  to  him,  123;  despatebes 
are  sent  to  Britain,  Spain,  and  Gaul, 
125;  his  forces,  led  by  Antonius  Primus, 
arrive  in  Italy,  135;  they  obtain  a  vic- 
tory at  Bedriacum,  145;  and  at  Cre- 
mona, 149 ;  is  informed  of  the  battle 
of  Cremona,  and  hastes  to  Alexandria, 
166;  his  scheme  for  distressing  the 
enemy,  166 ;  his  sovereignty  conftrmed 
by  the  senate,  197;  commences  consul 
asecondtime,  223;  receives  news  of  the 
victory  at  Cremona,  and  fate  of  Vitellius, 
234;  ambassadors  from  Vologesea  otkr 
to  assist  him  with  forty  thousand  Par- 
thian horse,  234;  hears  ill  reports  of 
Domition,  and  commits  to  Titua  tbe 
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army  foi  subduing  the  Jews,  234 ;  their 
discourse  at  parting,  234;  lie  arrives 
at  Rome,  and  gives  orders  for  restoring 
the  capitol.  235;  said  to  work  many 
miracles,  259, 

V«8tal8  woBt  to  attend  the  tribunals, 
when  their  evidence  was  required  there, 
i,  76. 

Vestilius,  Sextut,  accused  by  Tiberius, 
though  lately  his  friend,  i.  218 ;  he  dies 
by  hia  own  hand,  218. 

Vestinua,  Atticus/ consul,  i.  425;  is  not 
concerned  in  the  'conspiracy  against 
Kero,  428;  not  trusted  by  the  conspira- 
tors, 439;  intimate  with  Nero,  .and 
scorns  his  vile  spirit,  439 ;  a  great  guard 
sent  against  him,  with  his  quick  and 
manly  death,  439. 

Vestinus,  Lucius,  the  restoring  of  the 
capitol  committed  to  his  care,  ii.  235. ' 

Vestricius.    See  Spurinna. 

Veterans,  concessions  made  to  them 
during  their  mutiny  cancelled,  i.  54. 

Vettius  Bolanus.    See  Bolanus. 

Vettonianus,  Funisulanus,  cpmmander 
of  a  legion  under  Csesennius  Pectus  in 
the  East,  i.  400: 

VetUH,  AntistiuB,  a  principal  nobleman 
of  Macedonia,  accused,  and  condemned 
to  exile,  i.  131. 

Yetus,  Lucius,  commander  in  Germany, 
makes  a  canal  between  the  rivers  Arar 
and  Moselle,  i.  348 ;  the  prosecution  of 
the  work  marred  by  the  envy  of  ^lius 
Gracilis,  lieutenant  of  Belgic  Gaul,  S48 ; 
his  destruction  sought  by  Nero,  448; 
dies  by  his  own  hands,  449;  condemned 
after  his  death,  459. 

Vibidia,  the  chief  vestal,  intercedes  for 
Messalina,  i.  268. 

VibiUus,  ci^^tain  of  the  Hermundnrlans, 
i.  94,  287. 

Vibitu  Caius  supports  the  charge  against 
Libo  Drusus,  I  72. 

Vibius,  Secundus,  a  Roman  knight,  con- 
demned to  exile  for  public  rapine, 
i.  372. 

Vibius,  Serenus,  the  younger,  accuses 
his  father  of  treason,  i.  172;  is  threat- 
ened by  the  populace  with  the  pains  of 

"  parricide,  flees,  but  is  forced  to  return, 
173. 

Vibulenus,  hia  speech  to  the  mutinous 
soldiers,  i.  18 ;  executed  by  the  com- 
mand of  Drusus,  22. 

Vibullius,  the  praetor,  his  Judgment  con- 
firmed by  the  senate,  i.  331. 

Vinicius,  Marcus»  manles  JuUa,  grand- 
daughter to  Tiberius,  i.  221 ;  his  cha- 
racter and  descent,  221. 

Vinius,  Titus,  colleague  in  the  consulship 
with  Galba,  ii.  184;  is  minister  to 
Galba,  6;  his  chaiacter,  5;  the  more 
powerful  he  grows,  the  more  detest- 
able he  is,  10 ;  shares  the  sovereignty 
with  Cornelius  Laco,    10;  is   in  the 


interest  of  Otho,  10;  his  advice  to 
Galba,  24;  is  opposed  by  Lac%  25;  is 
killed  by  Julius  Cams,  30;  his  head 
carried  on  a  pole  round  the  camp,  31 ; 
is  buried  by  his  daughter  Crisnuia,  34. 

Vipsania,  formerly  wife  of  Tiberius, 
married  to  Asinius  Gallus,  i.  12 ;  her 
death,  119. 

Yipsanius,  Lenas,  condemned,  i.  332". 

Yipsanius,  Lucius,  consul,  L  242. 

Yipstanus,  Caius,  consul,  i.  353. 

Yistilia,  a  lady  of  great  quality,  publishes 
herself  a  prostitute,  L  106 ;  banished, 
106. 

Yitellia,  her  firmness,  i.  137. 

Vitellius,  Aulus,  consul,  i.  262 ;  sent  by 
Galba  to  command  in  the  Lower  Ger- 
many, ii.  7 ;  above  a  hundred  and  twenty 
distinct  memorials  of  the  murderers  of' 
Galba  fall  into  his  hands,  all  claiming 
rewards,  32;  he  causes  the  authors  to 
be  put  to  the  sword,  32;  tidings  of 
him  put  the  people  of  Rome  under  the 
greatest  consternation,  36;  rise  and 
cause  of  the  commotion  and  revolt 
begun  by  him,  37;  a  short  character  of 
him,  38 ;  gratifies  the  cruel  revenge  of 
his  soldiers,  42 ;  dooms  to  destruction 
four  centurions,  for  adhering  to  their 
duty,  43;  many  forces  Join  him,  43; 
his  stupidity  andslothfUlnes8,45 ;  sends 
letters  to  Otho^  treats  him  absurdly, 
and  abuses  him,  53 ;  attempts  the  death 
of  Otho,  64;  writes  to  Otho's  brother 
with  menaces,  54;  some  of  his  forces 
in  Narbon  Gaul  worsted  by  Otho's,  78 ; 
hia  forces  under  Csecina  repulsed  at 
Placentia,  82;  they  are  routed,  and 
forced  to  fly  at  Castorum,  85;  whieh. 
loss  rather  reforms  than  dismays  them, 
87;  is  Joined  by  Yalens,  89;  his  anny 
under  Csecina  and  Yalens  obtain  a  vic- 
tory near  Bedriacum,  96;  the  senate 
and  people  swear  allegisAioe  to  him, 
105;  att  honours  decreed  him,  105; 
his  anny  let  themselves  loose  to  spoil 
and  ravage,  nor  dared  their  general  to 
restrain  them,  105;  leceivesintelligence 
of  the  victory  at  Bedriacum,  and  of  the 
death  of  Otho,  105;  dignifies  his  freed- 
man  Asiaticus  with  knighthood,  106; 
he  takes  no  notice  of  the  murder  of 
aeveral  great  men,  nor  makes  inquiry 
into  any  affairs,  106;  celebrates  the 
praises  of  Yalens  and  Csecina,  107; 
orders  his  son  to  be  brought,  and  names 
him  Germaaicus,  107;  heputato  death 
all  tiie  centniiona  who  had  been  faith- 
ful to  Otho,  107;  hardly  admits  Paul- 
linus  and  Proculus  to  trial,  but  pardons 
them,  107;  punishes  Hilarius  for  falsely 
accusing  Cluvltts,  110;  discharses  the 
praetorian  cohorts.  111;  with  difficulty 
saves  Yerginius  from  the  soldiery,  112; 
views  the  field  of  battle  near  Bedriacum 
without  any  sign  of  remorse,  114;  his 
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train  of  followera  desoribed,  114;  his 
partiriity  in  the  disposal  of  the  consul- 
ship, 114;  upon  news  that  the  eastern 
provinces  bad  sworn  to  him,  he  becomes 
abandoned  to  all  the  excesses  of  cruelty, 
lust,  and  rapine,  115;  grows  daily  more 
stupid  and  slothful,  125;  his  followers 
described,  125;  cities  consumed  to  fur- 
nish him  provisions,  125;    his  entry 
into  Rome  described,  and  his  public 
speech,  127;  all  the  functions  of  sove- 
reign^ administered  by  Ciecina  and 
Valens,   128;   they   both   dread   and 
despise  Vitellius,  128;  he  humours  the 
common  soldiers,  and  by  that  means 
ruins  his  army,  130;  solemnizes  the 
obsequies  of  Nero,  130  ;  his  prodigality, 
131:    hears  of  tbe  first  revolt,  181; 
sends  for  succours,  131 ;  the  remissness 
'  of  his  commanders,  131;   he  orders 
Caecina  and  Valens  to  take  the  field, 
183;  resigns  himself  to  vol  uptuousness, 
158;    upon    receiving   news    of   the 
revolt  of  the  fleet  and  of  Cxcina,  he 
puts  Sabinus  in  chains,  158;  murders 
Bkesus,  159;  feigns  that  all  his. pro-   ' 
ceedings  prosper,  and  murders  those 
who  contradict  it,  170;  orders  an  army 
to  secure  tbe  passes  of  the  Apennine, 
171 ;  himself,  accompanied  by  a  vast 
number  of  senators,  arrives   at  the 
camp,  171;    his  irresolute  behaviour 
there,  171 ;  returns  to  Rome,  172 ;  sends 
his  brother  Lucius  ViteUius  to  quell  the 
insurrection  In  Campania,  173;  wants 
to  assume  the  title  of  Casar,  is  ashamed^ 
terrified,  and  forsaken,  174;  his  troops 
desert  and  go  over  to  Vespasian,  176 ; 
he  is  deafto  all  magnanimous  counsels, 
179;  his  abject  demeanour,  179;  he 
raises  pity  and  compassion  in  all,  and 
offers  to  abdicate,  180;  but  he  is  not 
permitted,  181;    attempts  to   escape 
flrom  Rome,  193;  his  tragical  death, 
194;  his  character,  194. 
TitelUus,    Lucius,    father  of  the   em- 
peror;   consul,    i.    229;    is   set   over 
the  East  by  'liberius,  233;  his  vari- 
able character,  a  good  governor,    a 
slavish  flatterer,  233 ;  his  management 
of  the  Parthians,  235;  his  advice  to 
Tiridates,  236 ;  he  is  the  tool  of  Messa- 
lina,  248 ;  his  great  hypocrisy  and  false- 
hood, 248 ;  his  silenoe  and  reserve,  269 ; 
engages  in  the  counsels  of  Agrippina, 
274;  fiilsely  accuses  Lucius  Oilanus, 
274;  his  servUe  spirit,  274;  he  prosti- 
tutes the  office  of  censor,  274;  brings 
the  senate  to  legitimate  the  marriage 
of  Claudius  with  his  niece  to  Agripplna, 
275 ;  is  accused,  but  protected  by  Agrip- 
pina,  and  his  accuser  banished,  297; 
his  spirit  slavish  and  insolent,  384. 
Vitellius,  Lucius,  brother- of  the  em- 
peror, follows  undistinguished  in  the 
train  of  Otho,  iL  65 ;  presents  himselfto 


the  senate  to  be  flattered,  104 ;  proposes 
judgment  against  Csecinafor  his  revolt, 
accuses  Blsesus,  is  appointed  to  take 
care  of  the  city,  171;  storms  and  takes 
Terracina,  187;  his  infiamoua  spirit, 
188 ;  delivers  himself  up  to  Vespasian's 
party,  198 ;  is  put  to  death,  198 ;  his 
character,  198. 
Vitellius,  Publlus,  his  dangerous  march, 
i.  48;  collects  the  tribute  in  Gaul,  59 ; 
a  friend  of  Germanicus,  100 ;  his  speech 
against  Piso,  11^;  receives  pontifical 
honours,  119;  his  death,  210. 
Vitellius,  Quintus,  for  his  vices  degraded 

from  the  senate,  i.  86. 
Vitia,  an  aged  woman,  executed  for  be- 
wailing the  death  of  her  son,  i.  218. 
Vocula,  Dillius,  commander  of  tbe 
eighteenth  legion,  sent  to  raise  the 
siege  of  the  Old  Camp,  ii.  213;  a 
signal  instance  of  his  intrepidity  and 
courage,  whence  he  obtains  the  com- 
mand in  chief,  214;  is  surprised  by  the 
enemy  in  the  camp  at  Gelduba,  219 ;  is 
blamed,  220;  engages  Civilis,  and  routs 
him,  but  makes  no  pursuit,  220 ;  thence 
suspected  of  intention  to  prolong  the 
war,  221 ;  obtains  a  victory,  and  nar- 
rowly escapes  being  murdered  by  his 
own  solaiers,  222;  in  distress  he  is 
obliged  to  use  dissimulation  with  the 
enemy,  238;  his  speech  to  Classicus 
and  Tutor,  238 ;  he  returns  to  Nove- 
sium,  239 ;  speech  to  the  soldiers,  239 ; 
IS  restrained  by  his  own  slaves  from 
putting  a  period  to  his  life,  240;  is 
murdered  by  Emilius  Longinus  at  the 
command  of  Classicus,  241. 
Voloatius,  Moschus,  dies  in  exile  at 
Marseilles,  and  to  that  city  leaves  hia 
estate,  i.  184. 
Vologeses,  king  of  Parthia,  L  280 ;  he 
seizes  Armenia  fbr  his  brother  Tiri- 
dates, 301 :  loses  it  again,  301 ; 
meditates  fresh  war  against  Armenia, 
396;  is  animated  by  Monobasua, 
governor  of  the  Adiabenians,  and  by 
his  own  brother  Tiridates,  396;  his 
speech  to  his  council,  897;  crowns 
Tiridates,  and  commands  his  general 
Moneses  to  drive  Tigranes  fVom 
Armenia,  397;  intends  to  head  a 
great  army  against  the  Romana,  397  ; 
is  afraid  of  the  Romans,  his  many  dis- 
appointments and  misfortunes,  S98; 
his  answer  to  Cerbulo,  399;  his 
ambassadors  to  Nero  unsuccessftil, 
400 ;  advances  against  Armenia  with 
a  great  host,  401  ;  overthrows  the 
forces  of  Paetus,  402 ;  besieges  him  in 
his  camp,  403 ;  his  answer  to  Psetus, 
404 ;  takes  possession  of  the  Roman 
fortresses  and  stores,  405;  raises  a 
pompous  trophy,  405  :  his  message  to 
Corbttlo,  and  the  answer  of  the  latter, 
406;     sends    other    ambassadors    to 


INDEX. 


501 


Rome,  410;  his  letters  and  offers, 
410 ;  the  ambassadors  dismissed  with 
presents,  but  vrithout  success,  411  ; 
demands  a  truce,  412 ;  his  tenderness 
for  the  honour  of  Tiridates  his  brother, 
and  request  to  Corbulo  on  his  behalf, 
414. 

Volusius,  Lucius,  his  death,  preferments 
and  character,  1.  126,  332. 

Volusius,  Quintus,  consul,  i.  328;  is 
appointed  to  assess  the  Gauls,  382. 

Vonones,  king  of  Parthia,  his  unpopu- 
larity and  expulsion,  i.  57 ;  he  finds  a 
retreat  and  a  crown  in  Armenia,  58; 
but  is  forced  to  relinquish  it,  58;  he  is 
held  a  captive  by  the  Romans,  5.^ ;  is 
removed  to  Pompeiopolis,  in  Cilicia,  91 ; 
his  K^eat  court  and  presents  to  Plan- 
ciua,  fi2;  he  escapes,  is  taken  and 
slain.  95. 

Vonones,  governor  of  Kedia,  created 
king  of  Parthia,  i.  281;  his  short 
reign,  281. 


Wahal,  a  branch  of  the  Rhine,  i.  59. 

Wives,  those  of  provincial  magistrates 
generally  sharers  in  the  guilt  of  their 
husbands,  i.  128;  apt  to  meddle  in 
affairs,  and  to  be  corrupted  in  the 
absence  of  their  husbands,  129. 


Women,  Britifh,  their  frantic  behaviour 
in  their  armies,  i.  372;  the  German, 
u.  308 

Women,  laws  against  the  licentiousness 
of,  i.  106;  their  counsel  the  worst, 
430. 

Writers,  their  punishment  gains  credit 
to  their  writings,  i.  178. 

Writings,  obnoxious  and  forbidden,  are 
eagerly  read,  i.  384 ;  otherwise  neglect- 
ed, 384. 

Xenophon,  physician  to  Claudius,  his 
credit,  i  308;  helps  to  poison  his 
master,  312. 

Z  RAL,  popular,  too  mighty  formagistracy 
and  laws,  i.  144. 

Zeno  of  Pontus,  made  king  of  Armenia 
by  Germanicus,  i.  90. 

Zenobia,  wife  to  Rhadamistus,  woimded 
by  her  husband  and  thrown  into  the 
river  Araxes,  i.  302;  saved  by  some 
shepherds,  and  entertained  by  Tiri- 
dates, 302. 

Zorsines,  king  of  the  Siracians,  i.  281 ; 
assists  Mithridates  of  Bosporus,  282 ; 
deserts  him,  and  submits  to  the  Ro- 
mans, 282. 


THE   END. 
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